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Language Policy and Planning for Kurdistan Region
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Abstract

The establishment of the Kurdistan regional government (KRG) in southern Kurdistan
(Iragi Kurdistan) in 1992, created a free environment for development of the Kurdish
language. After three decades of Kurdish self-rule, however the language made a
great progress but since then the KRG has not had a clear language policy and
planning (LPP) to manage the language (languages) in the region. In 2005 a new lIraqi
constitution was drafted, which guarantees the linguistic rights for all Iraqi
components and stipulates that the Kurdish language is equal to the Arabic language
in all domains. Despite this constitutional right, the language due to absence of (LPP)
faces a number of challenges and linguistic problems; such as the lack of a common
Kurdish language for education and lack of an official language for the KRG; on the
other hand, due to increasing number of private schools where most subjects are
taught in English, as a result English dominates in the region and has a large influence
on Kurdish and the language of minorities (Syriac and Turkmen), since education in
their languages are declining. Moreover, the Kurdish has been disregarded in the area
of science, using English as a substitute for Kurdish; the Kurdish also lack of a unified
orthography for writing and publishing; disorder in coinage of scientific terms and
practicing an extreme linguistic purism, i.e. purging foreign words particularly Arabic
words from Kurdish. This study addresses these linguistic problems academically and
according to the theories of (LPP), and also possible solutions have been provided.

Key words: language policy and planning; official language; Kurdish dialects; language
of science; language of minorities; private school.
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