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Freedom for Abdullah Ocalan

Long March for freedom of Abdullah Ocalan to take place
from 6 to 11 February

ANF | 18 DECEMBER 2022

The Preparatory Committee of the Long March for the freedom of Abdullah Ocalan has called on ev-
eryone to attend the action which will take place from 6 to 11 February 2023.

The Committee writes. “More than 23 years have passed since Abullah Ocalan was kidnapped, abducted
and imprisoned on February 15, 1999, as part of a secret service operation that violated international law.
Almost completely cut off from the outside world, he has been in solitary confinement on the Turkish
prison island of Imrali ever since. Since 2011, the Turkish state has continuously violated his basic rights
as a prisoner, denying his lawyers any visit or contact with their client, and since 2015, political delega-
tions and his family have also been denied access to the one-person Imrali prison. The conditions of soli-
tary confinement imposed on Abdullah Ocalan are unique in the world and are contrary to all interna-
tional conventions on the protection of prisoners’ rights.”

The Committee added: “Regardless of the undeniable key position Abdullah Ocalan holds for a solution
to the Kurdish question, the isolation, and attrition system of Imrali continues to be maintained, thus de-
liberately torpedoing a solution of the Kurdish question and the conflict in the Middle East. The state of
health and the conditions of Abdullah Ocalan’s imprisonment have a direct influence on the course of the
war, and a tightening of the conditions of imprisonment can lead to a direct escalation of the armed con-
flict. A relaxation of the prison conditions or a complete release of Abdullah Ocalan would have a positive
and stabilizing influence on the region and would be a decisive contribution to a peaceful settlement of
the existing conflicts.”

The Committee continued: “Despite the indescribable conditions of his solitary confinement, he has never
given up hope for a peaceful resolution of the conflicts in the Middle East. For several years, Ocalan nego -
tiated with the Turkish government to reach a democratic solution to the Kurdish question. In 2005 and
2006, some 3.5 million Kurds signed a petition, stating that they considered Abdullah Ocalan their politi-
cal representative. In 2015, again, some 10.3 million signatories petitioned for his freedom.

The conditions of his solitary confinement lack any legal basis and the fact that no information about his
health is leaking out is a cause of concern for millions of people. Therefore, from 6th February to

11th February, we want to take to the streets together for the complete freedom of Abdullah Ocalan.

For an end to war, isolation and political persecution — for peace, freedom and democracy!”

Brief info:
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* Gathering on February 4th in Geneva

* International Conference and Joint Exchange.

* Long march from February 6th to 11th , 2023.

* Large demonstration in Strasbourg on February 11th

* Athletic shoes and warm clothing are appropriate for the march. Sleeping bags should be brought
along.

Covid 19 pandemic appropriate measures will be observed throughout the march.

ok —

50 detained in police attack on demo against isolation and war
in Izmir

ANF | Izmir | 18 DECEMBER 2022

The Peoples’ Democratic Congress (HDK), Free Women’s Movement (TJA), Democratic Regions Party
(DBP), Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), United Forces of Struggle (BMG) and the Aegean Association
for Solidarity with the Families of Prisoners and Convicts (EGE-TUHAYDER) organized a demonstration
at the Konak Square in the western province of [zmir on Sunday in protest at war and the isolation regime

imposed on Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan.

Yet before the beginning of the protest march, the crowd was encircled by the police before a violent
crackdown in which at least 50 people were taken into custody and handcuffed behind their backs, ac-
cording to the Human Rights Association (IHD) observers.

Young demonstrators protested the crackdown chanting the slogan “Human dignity will prevail over tor-
ture” as they started to march towards Konak Square, which was already besieged by the police, with no-
body being allowed to approach.

The activists were faced with another police crackdown after they managed to reach the square.
On the other hand, police also prevented HDP deputies Serpil Kemalbay and Felaknas Uca from making

a statement at the Konak Square. The journalists covering the demonstration were also kept away from the
square.


mailto:longmarch2023@proton.me
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Activists in Sydney protest isolation of Abdullah Ocalan

ANF | SYpNEY | 18 DECEMBER 2022

Kurds and their friends attended the action promoted in Sydney by the Democratic Kurdish Commu-
nity Center (DKTM) to protest the isolation of Abdullah Ocalan.

The statement made on behalf of the organizers at the protest held in the Town Hall square, emphasized
that the isolation of Kurdish people's leader Abdullah Ocalan will never be accepted. Activists said that he

should be released.

Drawing attention to the growing concerns after the last visit of the Committee for the Prevention of Tor-
ture (CPT), the Organizing Committee said: “Our leadership has been in isolation for 24 years. No visits
to lawyers or family have been granted for 21 months. We do not accept the isolation and we will con-
stantly struggle until the Kurdish leader is free.”

Peter Boyle, a journalist with the Green Left Weekly newspaper, called on the Australian government to
put pressure on the Turkish government to end the isolation.

Boyle said: “Mr Abdullah Ocalan, the founding leader of the Kurdistan Workers” Party (PKK), has been
serving a life sentence in the Imrali Island Prison in Turkey’s northwest since 1999.

He has been held totally incommunicado since he had a short an interrupted phone call with his brother
in March 2021.

The last in-person visit by his lawyers was in March 2020.”

Boyle added: “The European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) has the authority to visit the
prison independent from Turkey, and meet with Mr Ocalan if they see fit. In September, a CPT delega-
tion visited Imrali but did not meet with Ocalan.

Depriving Mr Ocalan any contact with the outside world constitutes cruel and unusual punishment,
which is banned by both Turkey’s Law on Execution of Penalties and the UN Standard Minimum Rules
for the Treatment of Prisoners.

Extended isolation is also recognised as a form of torture. The United Nations has deemed it torture to
hold prisoners for more than 15 days without meaningful human contact.”

Boyle continued: “The ban on communication with his lawyers violates Ocalan’s right to legal representa-
tion, as recognised in both Turkish law and the European Convention on Human Rights.

The Australian government should make the strongest representations to Turkey for an immediate end to
this obscene violation of human rights and the rule of law.
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It should be campaigning in all international forums for Mr Ocalan’s to be immediately taken out of isola-
tion and allowed visits from lawyers and family.

It should campaign for his release from imprisonment because his release would be a big step towards
peace and justice in the Middle East.

Our PM Anthony Albanese was one of many people who during the campaign against South African
apartheid called for the freedom of Nelson Mandela as a step towards peace and justice.

Abdullah Ocalan is the Nelson Mandela of the Kurds. He needs to be freed if there is going to be peace

and justice!”

Activists in Avignon protest isolation of Abdullah Ocalan

ANF | AvigNON | 19 DECEMBER 2022

The isolation imposed on Kurdish people’s leader Abdullah Ocalan was protested in an action in the
French city of Avignon.

The action in front of the train station was promoted by the Avignon Democratic Kurdish Center.

The Avignon Democratic Kurdish Assembly co-chairs gave speeches on behalf of the crowd, who drew at-
tention to the isolation with posters of Abdullah Ocalan and PKK banners, often chanting “Biji Serok

»

Apo”.

Activists said that the Imrali isolation would not be accepted, and issued a call to all Kurds in Europe to
take to the streets to demand the freedom of Kurdish people's leader Abdullah Ocalan.

ok —

Young people in Wan protest isolation

ANF | WaN | 19 DECEMBER 2022

A group of young people in Wan protested the aggravated isolation imposed on Kurdish people’s leader
Abdullah Ocalan. The youth also condemned the police attack on the Justice Vigil carried out by the rela-
tives of the prisoners in Istanbul. Young people participating in the march often chanted slogans such as
“Biji Berxwedana”, “The fascist state will be held accountable” and “Kurdistan will be a graveyard for fas-
cism”.
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In the statement made after the march, the activists stated: “We will hold those responsible accountable
for the slap at Istanbul HDP Provincial Co-chair Ferhat Encii.”

—

Activists in Toronto call on the CPT to act against the isolation

of Ocalan

ANF | ToroNTO | 19 DECEMBER 2022

Activists gathered outside the Kurdish Community Center following the call of the Toronto Democratic
Kurdish People's Assembly to denounce the attacks carried out by the invading Turkish state against the
Kurds. The activists also called on the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) to make
a statement regarding its visit to the Imrali prison where Kurdish leader Ocalan is imprisoned.

During the protest, a statement on behalf of the Toronto Democratic Kurdish Assembly said: “Ocalan did
not meet with the CPT. Why did he not meet? Either because of his health problems or to protest his on-
going isolation. The CPT is not fulfilling its duty.”

“Our enemies are playing with fire. No one should put the patience of the Kurdish people to the test, the
Kurdish Assembly warned. Citing Ocalan who said that ‘we started young, we will finish young,’ the
Democratic Kurdish Assembly said: “The PKK was established by the youth. Our current commanders

consist of young fighters. From here, we send greetings to the Imrali prison and those who are fighting.”

—

PYD Youth Assembly launches Mobile Library to condemn
isolation imposed on Ocalan

ANF | QamisHLO | 20 DECEMBER 2022

The PYD Youth Assembly launched the Mobile Library action in the city of Qamishlo at the Jazira region
level to condemn the isolation imposed on Leader Abdullah Ocalan and to call for his freedom.

The analysis and thoughts of Leader Ocalan are presented during the action. The van has been decorated
with photos and flags belonging to the Democratic Union Party (PYD) and banners saying “You cannot

darken our sun" and "We will break the isolation in Imrali”.

Parliament member Sara Hesen read the statement made by the PYD Youth Assembly in front of the 12
March Martyrs’ Monument in Qamishlo.
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The statement said: “The Mobile Library action is being carried out to condemn the isolation of Leader
Ocalan. The invading Turkish state’s attacks on the free mountains of Kurdistan and Northern and East-
ern Syria, as well as the isolation of Leader Ocalan, are an indication of the success achieved by the guerril-
las. That’s why the invading Turkish state is trying to block their ideas by isolating Leader Ocalan, because
it fears the unity of the people and the guerrillas. With the spirit of resistance, we will ensure the physical
freedom of Leader Ocalan and break the isolation in Imrali.”

The Mobile Library action is expected to continue until 26 December, and will visit all provinces and dis-
tricts in the region. Today it will be in Amude.

Activists from Cologne take over Freedom for Abdullah Ocalan
Vigil in Strasbourg

ANF | STRASBOURG | 21 DECEMBER 2022

The Freedom for Abdullah Ocalan Vigil started on 25 June 2012 in Strasbourg, to demand freedom for
Kurdish people’s leader Abdullah Ocalan and to break the isolation imposed on him in Imrali. The vigil
has reached week 548.

A group of activists from Cologne took over the vigil this week. The group includes Abdullah Peker, Sipan
Atmani, and Mehmet Serif Ersoy.

Speaking on behalf of the group, Abdullah Peker said that they came to France to demand freedom for
Kurdish people's leader Abdullah Ocalan.

Peker said that as Kurds living in Europe, they have been holding the vigil for the freedom of Abdullah
Ocalan for 1o years, and added: “We are asking the European states; why are you silent? We want to hear
your voice. We want to appeal to our people: stand up. Let's resist this enemy, the occupying Turkish
state.”
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HDP announces permanent action in front of the Ministry of

Justice

ANF | ANKARA | 21 DECEMBER 2022

Deputies of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) have today launched a sit-in in front of the Ministry of
Justice in Ankara demanding an end to the isolation of Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan and an urgent
visit to him in prison.

A delegation consisting of Democratic Society Congress (DTK) Co-Chair Berdan Oztiirk and HDP
deputies Omer Ocalan, Feleknas Uca, Dilan Dirayet Tasdemir, Sevin Coskun, Giilistan Kilig Kogyigit,
Sezai Temelli, Abdullah Kog, Nuran Imir, Hiiseyin Kagmaz and Erdal Aydemir took part in the march to
the Ministry office and the sit-in that followed.

The delegation was stopped by the police near the Ministry of Justice. During the protest, the politicians
carried banners reading “Isolation is a crime against humanity”, “The law must be applied to Imrali” and
“Let lawyers go to Imrali”.

After a sit-in action outside the Ministry office, the delegation ended the first day of the protest.

HDP deputies will continue the rotating-indefinite action in front of the Ministry of Justice. They will
stage a sit-in in front of the ministry at certain hours every day.

Background

Kurdish people's leader Abdullah Ocalan has been kept in isolation in Imrali since 1999. There has been
no news from him for the last two years.

Lawyers are requesting to meet with the Kurdish people's leader twice a week. However, applications for
interviews are systematically left unanswered. In some cases, months later, lawyers are presented with disci-
plinary action against their client as a justification for the rejection of their applications.

Recently, it was learned that after the ban on visits imposed on 13 April ended on 18 October. However, it
was automatically extended for another six months.

Concerns over the situation of the Kurdish people’s leader increased after the Council of Europe Commit-
tee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) visited Turkey on September 20-29. In a statement on 3 October,
the CPT announced that Imrali F Type High Security Prison was among the institutions it visited.

However, Asrin Law Office reported that during the CPT visit, they heard that there was no meeting with
Abdullah Ocalan, and that this situation increased their concerns. Asrin Law Office made a statement on
29 November saying: “We have heard that Mr. Ocalan did not attend the meeting during the CPT’s visit
to Imrali Island in September 2022.”
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HDP and DTK apply to the Ministry of Justice to visit Ocalan

ANF | ANKARA | 22 DECEMBER 2022

A delegation consisting of Democratic Society Congress (DTK) Co-Chair Berdan Oztiirk and Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) deputies Omer Ocalan, Feleknas Uca, Dilan Dirayet Tagdemir, Sevin Coskun,
Gilistan Kilig Kogyigit, Sezai Temelli, Abdullah Kog, Nuran Imir, Hiiseyin Kagmaz and Erdal Ay-
demir took action in front of the Ministry of Justice in capital Ankara yesterday, December 21, demand-
ing urgent contact with Kurdish leader Abdullah Ocalan.

HDP deputies who staged a sit-in action outside the Ministry office will continue their protest in a rotat-
ing-indefinite manner in front of the ministry at certain hours every day.

DTK Co-Chair Bedran Oztiirk, HDP MPs Sezai Temelli, Remziye Tosun, Abdullah Kog, Dilan Dirayet
Tasdemir and Sevin Cogkun have on Thursday submitted a request to the Ministry of Justice to meet with
Abdullah Ocalan from whom no news has been received for nearly two years.

ok —

HDP MPs: Isolation of Ocalan is against both national and
international legislation

ANF | ANKARA | 22 DECEMBER 2022

Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) deputies have launched an indefinite-alternating vigil in front of the
Ministry of Justice in Ankara demanding an end to the isolation imposed on Kurdish leader Ocalan.

HDP MPs Giilistan Kili¢c Kogyigit and Sezai Temelli spoke to ANF about the anti-isolation vigil they have
launched.

The regime in Imrali should be removed

Kogyigit noted that Kurdish leader Ocalan has not been allowed to meet with his family and lawyers for
nearly two years, causing concerns about his health. She said: “The applications submitted by his family
and lawyers for a visit are repeatedly rejected. We have heard that the European Committee for the Pre-
vention of Torture (CPT) visited the Imrali island prison but Mr. Ocalan did not meet the committee’s
delegation. We do not have detailed information about the CPT visit to inform public opinion. Further-
more, we have serious concerns about Mr. Ocalan’s health. The isolation imposed on him must be lifted as
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soon as possible and a statement about Mr. Ocalan’s health must be made by his own lawyers or his fam-
ily.”

Kogyigit stressed that isolation is a torture method and a death penalty spread over time. She continued:
“Isolation is a crime against humanity in both domestic and international legislation, it is torture. If Tur-
key is a state limited by its own laws, then the Ministry of Justice and AKP government must do what is
necessary. This is not a favour; this is a right that should be granted to all prisoners in Turkey. It is also very
important for the democratization of the country to eliminate this special regime in Imrali.”

Isolation affects entire Turkey

According to Sezai Temelli, the biggest step for Turkey's democratization would be to lift isolation. He
stated: “Turkey’s most important problems are justice, law, war and the Kurdish question. Turkey is in a
very serious and deep crisis because of these issues. However, Turkey’s problems can be resolved through
the removal of isolation. That is why we are persistently fighting to end isolation. As a first step, we de-
mand that Mr. Ocalan’s lawyers meet with him as soon as possible.”

Temelli remarked that the isolation that started in the Imrali prison has spread across the country: “We
have launched an indefinite-alternating vigil against the isolation in front of the Ministry of Justice. We
came together as deputies and made our first statement yesterday. This will continue as a vigil against isola-
tion on a daily basis. We have seen once again how isolation has spread all over Turkey. Just like in the Is-
tanbul Justice Vigil, we are under a police blockade in Ankara today. The law enforcement does not toler-
ate even the slightest democratic right, almost like a paramilitary force. Journalists barely received permis-
sion to report on our statement. Yet, the police later removed the journalists from the area again.”

—

HDP deputies’ vigil against isolation enters third day

ANF | ANKARA | 23 DECEMBER 2022

The permanent vigil launched by HDP deputies in front of the Ministry of Justice demanding the end of
the aggravated isolation imposed on Abdullah Ocalan continued on its third day. HDP deputies Murat
Cepni, Kemal Biilbiil, Giilistan Kili¢ Kogyigit, Nuran Imir, Sevin Coskun, Dilan Dirayet Tasdemir, Erdal
Aydemir, Sait Dede, Celadet Gaydali and Muazzez Orhan participated in today's vigil.

‘Request of millions’

Speaking on behalf of the deputies, Murat Cepni said: “Our vigil in front of the Ministry of Justice marks
its third day. From here, we are calling out once again to those who have insisted on the deadlock of the
Kurdish question. We are here to convey the demands and requests of millions of the Kurds and our peo-
ples to the Ministry and government officials. Abdullah Ocalan has been held in aggravated isolation in
the Imrali prison for 21 months. We want to undertake responsibility and to express our concern over the
issue of isolation, which is implemented for the continuation of corruption and oppression in this country.
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Some people take advantage of the deadlock on the Kurdish question, and of the policies of war. We ex-
pose these corrupt policies and urge others to take a stand.”

‘People should take a stance against attacks’

Today, we have seen a new practice of the deadlock on the Kurdish question. The co-chair of our ally
Democratic Regions Party (DBP) and its executives were detained early in the morning. The reason is the
same. The government continues to crack down on those who are critical, insist on a solution, and favor
democracy and freedom. This operation against the DBP is a direct attack on the political will of the Kur-
dish people. All our peoples, especially the Kurdish people, should take a stand against these attacks and
expand the struggle.

The isolation is not only executed in the Imrali prison but has spread throughout the country. Isolation is
applied in the same way everywhere. While the winners are always a handful of bloodsuckers and war-
lords, the losers are millions of workers and our peoples. The HDP will continue its actions against isola-
tion until a result is achieved. Isolation is a crime against humanity, and it should be lifted as soon as pos-
sible. We are calling out to the government, especially the Ministry of Justice, to stop this crime. If Imrali
is under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Turkey and the Constitution, then stop enforcing special laws
and lift the aggravated isolation.”

Prisons in Turkey

Scores detained in brutal police crackdown on Justice Vigil in

Istanbul

ANF | IstanBUL | 18 DECEMBER 2022

With a march in Kadikdy district of Istanbul, relatives of prisoners were set to end their Justice Vigil on
Sunday. But the police carried out the same ritual they have been doing week after week for months to
prevent the public from being informed about the situation in the country's prisons. Since last March, the
initiative has been taking to the streets of Istanbul to make their cause visible and heard: The release of se-
riously ill prisoners and those who continue to be imprisoned because they have not repented despite
completing their sentences. But almost every rally by the group, which is mainly made up of mothers
fighting for the lives of their imprisoned children, has been violently suppressed since the peaceful action
began.
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No to isolation

“Freedom for all ill prisoners and prisoners who have not been released despite having served their prison
sentence - lift isolation" was the motto of the march on the occasion of the final justice vigil, which was
called for by organisations of prisoner solidarity, the alliance United Forces of Struggle (BMG) and the
Peoples' Democratic Party (HDP) in addition to the relatives’ initiative. Thematically, the calls and mobi-
lization for these demonstrations were also about the rejection of solitary confinement on the Turkish
prison island of Imrali, which affects Abdullah Ocalan and his three fellow prisoners Omer Hayri Konar,
Hamili Yildirim and Veysi Aktas, as well as the demand for contact between the Imrali prisoners and their
outside world.

Violence against media workers

The police cordoned off the center of Kadikdy in the early morning. Especially in the side streets around
the starting points of the march, anti-riot units of the police patrolled, armored vehicles and transport ve-
hicles were brought into position at numerous points. The first attack on demonstrators occurred at the
terminus of the Sogiitliigesme rapid transit line. The police stormed into the crowd without warning and
made the first arrests. Several journalists, who had previously been pursued by plainclothes officers, were
forcibly pushed out of the square. The number of people detained here is still unclear.

“We want them alive”

Meanwhile, a larger crowd of several hundred people marched on Kurbagalidere Street, shouting slogans
such as “Long live the resistance in the jails”, “Long Live Leader Ocalan”, “Law, Justice” and “No to isola-
tion”. Activist Kumri Akgiil, sister of Erdal Ozel, a prisoner isolated in a solitary cell in Tekirdag, spoke
some moving words: “Stop death in prisons! We want our loved ones alive and we can no longer bear to
see them come out of the dungeons of this country in a coffin at best. We want justice - everywhere.”

Kicks against Peace Mothers

The police cordoned off the demonstration during Akgiil’s speech and formed a threatening chain so that
no more people could enter the area. As the crowd around the kettle grew faster and faster, police stormed
into the crowd. It was mainly prisoners and members of the Peace Mothers’ Assembly who were attacked.
Officers tore off the white headscarves of some of them - their distinctive sign and symbol of motherhood
and mourning - and gave them potentially life-threatening kicks while they were still on the ground.
Dozens of people were detained and tied with their hands behind their backs before being dragged across
the floor and taken to the prisoner transport van. Prisoner Zeynep Calithan was taken to hospital with a
suspected broken leg.

Ferhat Encii punched in the face

The police caused a further escalation when members of the HDP protested against the violent crack-
down. HDP Istanbul co-chair Ferhat Encii was punched in the face on camera and MP Hasan Ozgiines
was subjected to insults. Mehmet Zeki Kaya, cameraman of the opposition channel Artt TV, who captured
the scenes, was detained and correspondent Umut Tagtan was beaten up by the police.
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Dozens detained

In the meantime, the police only succeeded in breaking up the still ongoing demonstration of the prison-
ers’ members after several attempts. According to the latest information, around 50 people have been
taken into police custody, not all of whom are known by name.

ok —

HDP: Open the archives to fully clarify the 19 December
prison massacre

ANF | ANKARA | 19 DECEMBER 2022

The Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) Law and Human Rights Commission co-spokespersons Nuray Oz-
dogan and Serhat Eren issued a written statement on the anniversary of the massacre in prisons that took
place in 2000. It was called “Return to Life operation”.

The statement said that 22 years have passed since the massacre, called operation “Return to Life”, carried
out on 19 December 2000 against prisoners on hunger strike against the F-type prison practices in pris-
ons, which caused the death of 30 prisoners and the injury of nearly 300 prisoners. The political leaders of
the period who ordered the massacre carried out in front of the Turkish and world public opinion and the
perpetrators who committed the crime continue to be protected by the policy of impunity.”

The statement continued: “The prison brutality of 12 September, the massacre in Amed prison on 24 Sep-
tember 1996, and the massacre of 19 December 2000, were put into effect as a continuation of each other
and as a product of the same mentality. This torture practice, unfortunately, continues. The rights of the
prisoners defined by national and international law have been ignored, and the aggravated isolation system
has been transformed into a form of government.”

Open the archives

The statement continued: “The isolation, which has become a form of administration in prisons, has
spread to the whole country by going beyond the prison walls. The prisoners' struggle against diseases in
prison conditions, their right to access health services, their sentences prolonged, their exposure to strip
searches, the prohibition of their social rights, the implementation of personalized execution regimes show
that the policies of massacre and severe isolation have continued in the 22-year period since December
2000.”

The statement added: “The policies that led to the violation of the right to life in prisons that have spread
over time should end, and ill prisoners should immediately be released. The protection of the prisoners’
right to life should be granted and the end of torture and ill-treatment practices secure.
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In order to confront the 19 December massacre and finally reveal the truth, we demand that the state
open its archives and initiate a judicial and administrative investigation against those responsible for this
massacre, which is a crime against humanity. If not today, these truths will definitely come out tomorrow,
and those responsible will give an account of every crime they have committed before an independent ju-
diciary.”

Background

During the week of December 19-26, 2000, 10,000 Turkish soldiers violently occupied 48 prisons to end
two months of hunger strikes and “death fasts” by hundreds of political prisoners. The hunger strikers are
protesting the state’s plan to transfer its prisoners from large wards to US-style “F-type” cells holding one
to three occupants. Operation “Return to Life” — which left 30 prisoners and two soldiers dead — lasted
a few hours in most prisons, and up to three days at one prison. Eight prisoners have reportedly “disap-
peared”, and at least 426 prisoners have been wounded. 1,005 prisoners have been transferred to F-type
cells.

The armed operation ostensibly aimed to “rescue” members of illegal, radical left organizations from
“forced” starvation at the hands of their leaders. But the official number of prisoners conducting death
fasts has reportedly increased to 353 since the operation, up from 282. Unofficial reports say that up to
2,000 prisoners are starving themselves, with the active support of 10,000 others.

Human rights groups suspect security forces of burning prisoners with firecbombs during the operation.
According to the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, some bodies were buried without being identified,

and other deceased prisoners’ families and lawyers were not admitted to the autopsies.

—

Council of Europe ministers deeply regret Kavala’s ongoing
detention and urge his immediate release

ANF | 20 DECEMBER 2022

The Council of Europe ministers stressed that the “unconditional obligation to implement the European
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) judgments is a shared responsibility of Turkey, including the judiciary.”

The statement was released at the “Supervision of the execution of the European Court’s judgments” meet-
ing.

The COE “deeply regretted Osman Kavala’s ongoing detention and urged his immediate release. While
welcoming and encouraging high level contacts, the ministers urged general measures to ensure full inde-
pendence and impartiality of the judiciary, including from the executive branch, in particular structural
independence of the Council of Judges and Prosecutors.”



16 The Imralt Post #33

Background

Businessman and philanthropist Osman Kavala has contributed to numerous civil society organizations in
Turkey since the *90s.

On 1 November 2017, he was arrested on both Article 309 and Article 312 of the Turkish Penal Code.
Article 309 (“attempts to abolish, replace or prevent the implementation of, through force and violence,
the constitutional order of the republic of Turkey”) was related to an investigation into the 2016 at-
tempted Turkish coup d'état attempt, and Article 312 (“the use of force and violence, to abolish the gov-
ernment of the Republic of Turkey or to prevent it, in part or in full, from fulfilling its duties”) was related
to an investigation on Gezi Park protests.

The ECHR pronounced its judgment on 10 December 2019, and said that Kavala’s “arrest and pre]trial
detention took place in the absence of evidence to support a reasonable suspicion he had committed an
offence (violation of Article 5, paragraph 1, of the Convention) and pursued an ulterior purpose, namely
to silence him and dissuade other human rights defenders (violation of Article 18 taken in conjunction
with Article 5, paragraph 1).”

Political prisoners in Eregli enter 77th day on hunger strike

ANF | 20 DECEMBER 2022

Dozens of political prisoners in Konya Eregli High Security Prison started a 10 day indefinite alternating
hunger strike on 4 October.

The hunger strike has been going on indefinitely and irreversibly since 16 November, when many more
prisoners joined the protest.

The oppression and rights violations against the prisoners gained a new dimension in the summer months.
Many prisoners were deported from Konya Eregli T Type Closed Prison and other prisons to Eregli High
Security Prison on 23 August. Prisoners placed in solitary cells were later sentenced to a one-month ban
on visits and a one-month ban on communication. The number of prisoners placed in single cells in-
creased to 40 in four months. Prisoners are not allowed to see each other, even during air time. Political
prisoners are also held in the same section as those accused of being members of the Giillen Community.
Even the basic needs of the prisoners are not met, and they are given stale food.

One of the prisoners, Yakup Brukanli, set his body on fire on 28 October in response to the severe isola-
tion and increasing rights violations.

Brukan, who had second-degree burns, burned his entire right arm and waist, and could not use both
hands and right arm. However, he was not taken to the hospital and was treated in handcuffs in the infir-
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mary. Brukan, who was at risk of getting an infection, was not taken to the hospital despite the numerous
applications filed by lawyers.

In the face of the deepening of the isolation, the escalation of arbitrary and systematic violations of rights,

and the imposition of “remorse”, the prisoners started an indefinite and non-alternating hunger strike and
are now on the 77th day of protest.

Seven Rojava prisoners sent to Konya Eregli T Type jail

ANF | 21 DECEMBER 2022

According to the information received, seven Rojava prisoners held hostage in Izmir Sakran No. 4 T Type
Closed Prison were deported to Konya Eregli T Type Prison.

Yilmaz Suncak, who is imprisoned in the same prison, said in a phone call with his family that the Rojava
prisoners were deported on Friday.

Suncak said that the prison administration did not give any reason.

—

Situation of prisoners on hunger strike in Eregli jail worsening,
say relatives

ANF | 21 DECEMBER 2022

The 10-day indefinite alternating hunger strike launched on 4 October by prisoners against rights viola-
tions and severe isolation conditions in Konya Eregli High Security Prison continues since 16 November.

The situation of the prisoners on hunger strike is getting worse, but the relatives of the prisoners who
asked to talk to the director were told that “he is on holiday.”

The mother of prisoner Mehmet Can Yiger, who called the jail administration to learn about her son’s
condition, said: “When we went to visit my son in prison, his situation and that of his friends was not
good. The detainees who went on the first hunger strike were very weak. They kept saying that they forgot
something while talking to us. I think they have started to lose their memory. Their condition is getting
worse and worse.”
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Yiger’s mother said: “We wanted to talk to the prison director and the prosecutor when we left the visit.
The officials told us that they were in a meeting, and we should leave the campus as soon as possible. They
sent us out of there. We have been calling to meet with the prison director all last week, but they keep
avoiding us. We called on the day they indicated, but were told that the director was on holiday. We don't
know what to do now. Our children's situation is bad and getting worse, but the prison is not responding
to the demands of the detainees and their families, by constantly making excuses.”

ok —

Electricity, water, and natural gas cut off in the cells of
prisoners on hunger strike
ANF | 22 DECEMBER 2022

A group of prisoners launched a hunger strike in Eregli High Security Prison in Konya on October 4 to
protest rights violations and severe isolation conditions and turned their action into an “indefinite and
non-alternating” hunger strike on November 16. The prisoners report that electricity, water and natural
gas cuts have started in the prison lately.

Ibrahim Siitcii, who is on hunger strike, said in a phone call with his family that they are kept in solitary
cells without their demands being met. He noted that the prison conditions are gradually getting worse.

“Now, they have also restricted the supply of water, electricity and natural gas. We can hardly use water,
they cut it off immediately. They cut off the electricity early in the evening and provide natural gas for
only one hour. They keep us in new cells which are still under construction, and when they cut off the gas,
we get very cold. We are isolated in one-person cells and there is no communication between us. They also
prevent our complaints. Our friends who are in the first group of hunger strikers have grown very weak,
and they suffer from memory loss. Their condition is getting worse.”

Stitcii urged human rights and legal organizations to show solidarity with the prisoners against violations
of rights in prisons.
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Military aggression and occupation

Turkish state mercenaries destroy graves of Yazidi people on

Cejna Ezi

ANF | SHEHBA | 18 DECEMBER 2022

In occupied Afrin, Turkish state mercenaries destroyed the graves of Yazidi people in the village of
Basofan on the night of the Yazidi Feast Cejna Ezi.

ANHA received fotos of how the graves were destroyed.

Cejna Ezi is one of the most important holidays of the Yazidi religious community and is celebrated after
several days of fasting before the winter solstice.

Call to French government about the “Paris Massacre’: Remove
State Secret!

ANF | Paris | 19 DECEMBER 2022

PKK founder Sakine Cansiz (Sara), KNK Paris Representative Fidan Dogan (Rojbin) and Kurdish youth
movement member Leyla Saylemez (Ronahi) were murdered by the Turkish state in Paris, the capital of
France, on 9 January 2013.

On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the massacre, the French Kurdish Women’s Movement (T]K-
F) and the French Democratic Kurdish Council (CDK-F) held a press conference.

A large protest march will be held in Paris on January 7th. The series of protest actions will begin on 4
January 2023 with the slogan "Remove State Secret! End 10 years of impunity.

End 10 years of shame!

The statement made at the meeting in three languages (Kurdish, French and Turkish) is as follows: “We
commemorate the 10th anniversary of the murder of our comrades Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan and Leyla
Saylemez, in Paris, on 9 January 2013. These 3 women were fighting for the freedom of the Kurdish peo-
ple and Kurdish women in particular. This inhuman attack against our comrades was carried out by Turk-
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ish intelligence forces, with the instructions of the fascist Erdogan, and with the open and covert support
of local forces.

We commemorate our comrades Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan and Leyla Saylemez with gratitude and af-
fection, and we bow respectfully before their memories. On the occasion of the 10th anniversary, we con-
demn once again with great anger the fascist Turkish state that planned, decided and carried out this mas-
sacre, and all the forces that gave open or covert support and approval to the killings, remained silent and
prevented those responsible from being exposed.

The 9 January Paris massacre went down in history as a black mark. As Kurdish women, we know very
well those who carried out this event. We know these forces from the NATO conspiracy against our
Leader Abdullah Ocalan, who was expelled from Syria on 9 October 1998 and kidnapped on 15 February
1999. We recognize these forces from their approval of the chemical weapons attacks used by the Turkish
state against our guerrillas and our people in Kurdistan. All NATO members, as well as the Turkish state
that carried out all these attacks, are responsible for this massacre. On the 10th anniversary of the Paris
massacre, we condemn these forces once again.

The French State is responsible for the enlightenment of the 9 January Paris Massacre and for bringing
those responsible to justice and prosecuting them. However, for 10 years, serious and concrete steps have
not been taken by the French state to shed light on this event. Justice is still in the dark. That's why we say
in this 10th year: ‘Remove the state secret! End 10 years of shame!’

Actions start on 4 January

Everyone, friend or foe, should know that as Kurds and Kurdish women, we will struggle until those re-
sponsible for this massacre are brought to justice. Starting from 4 January 2023, we will be in action until
9 January 2023, especially the people and women of Kurdistan living in France. We will commemorate
our martyrs.

On Wednesday, 4 January, we will meet women and friends from Kurdistan in front of the Kurdistan In-
formation Office. We will carry out our act of justice.

On Saturday, 7 January, we will hold our justice march with the participation of our people across Europe.

On Monday, 9 January, we will hold our commemoration event, again in front of the Kurdistan Informa-
tion Office, with an official ceremony to be organized by the Municipality of Paris.

We call on all of our people, women and friends, and all peoples who demand justice and freedom, to join
our actions in the strongest way and with the same anger and determination as on the first day after the

killings.”
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Guerrilla resistance against Turkish invasion continues

ANF | BEHDINAN | 20 DECEMBER 2022

According to the Press Centre of the People’s Defence Forces (HPG), three soldiers of the Turkish invad-
ing forces were killed in guerrilla actions in the Cemgo area in Sheladize town on Monday. The army
bombed guerrilla positions near the village of Sida and in Cemgco in the southern Kurdish district of
Amadiya twice with unconventional bombs and five times with chemical weapons. At the same time, the
resistance areas were attacked four times by fighter jets, six times by attack helicopters and dozens of times
with howitzers, tanks, mortars and heavy weapons.

At 10.40 a.m. on 19 December, a sabotage action by the guerrillas targeted Turkish soldiers trying to ap-
proach the guerrilla positions. At 12.00, snipers from the YJA Star (Free Women’s Troops) attacked the
Turkish forces in the Cemco area and shot dead a soldier. In the same area, the guerrillas struck the in-
vaders with heavy weapons at 5.40 pm and killed two more soldiers.

The Turkish army carried out several attacks in the region on the same day. Between 10.30 and 11.00, un-
conventional bombs were used twice against guerrilla positions near the village of Sida. Between 11.00
and 17.00, soldiers burnt car tires and plastic materials in front of the positions and directed the toxic
fumes into the tunnels.

At 15:00, chemical weapons were used five times against guerrilla positions in the Cemgo area. Here, too,
smoke from lit plastic and car tires was introduced into the guerrilla positions.

In the Gare resistance area, the Degsta Kafya and Giré Bihar areas were bombed four times by fighter jets.
The areas of Kurojahro and Saca were attacked six times by helicopters. The areas of Sida, Cemco, Giré
Hekari and Giré FM were shelled dozens of times with howitzers, mortars, and tanks.

—

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader visits Northern and Eastern
Syria
ANF | 21 DECEMBER 2022

SDF Commander-in-Chief Mazloum Abdi received the leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
Pavel Talabani, and the Commander of Combined Joint Task Forces-Operation Inherent Resolve CJTF
Major General Matthew McFarlane during their visit to the north and eastern Syria.

The meeting was attended by Nowruz Ahmed and Mahmoud Barkhdan, members of the SDF General
Command and the co-chair of the Foreign Relations Committee in the Autonomous Administration Bad-
ran Ciya Kurd, as well as General Wahab Halabji, Commander-in-Chief of the Counter-Terrorism Forces
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in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and Commander of the Combined Special Operations Joint Task Force-
Levant, Brigadier General Claude Tudor.

In a statement, the SDF said that “the meeting focused on joint efforts to combat the terrorism of ISIS
cells, support stability and security in the region, and develop the dialogue between the parties to achieve
common goals of political and security stability in the area.”

Mr. Talabani also met with the Democratic Union Party (PYD) co-chairs Asya Abdullah, Salih Muslim
and PYD Co-Presidency Committee member Foza Yusif.

ok —

300 organizations and public figures sign petition calling for an
end to Turkish attacks on NE Syria
ANF | QamisHLO | 21 DECEMBER 2022

The Center of Civil Diplomacy in North and East Syria, in cooperation with 17 civil society institutions,
launched on December 2nd a campaign to collect signatures from civil society institutions in the Middle
East and the world, to demand the end of Turkish aggression against North-East Syria.

Today, the Center of Civil Diplomacy in North and East Syria revealed the results of its campaign through
a statement, which reads as follows:

“We, as a civil society in North and East Syria, call on the United Nations to stop the Turkish attacks. Al-
though Turkey launched a military campaign against the civilian population in North and East Syria, the
relevant international institutions remain silent.

From November 20th until today, the Turkish state has been committing war crimes, killing more than 19
civilians including women, children, health workers, and journalists and targeting by means of warplanes
more than 45 vital infrastructure sites, especially power and petrol stations, oil and gas fields and grain si-
los. Hospitals, schools and mosques were also destroyed. Besides the daily attacks, Turkey still threatens to
launch a ground military invasion against the region.

To demand an end to this ongoing aggression, eighteen civil society organizations in North and East Syria
started on the 2nd of December a campaign to collect signatures to call on international institutions, espe -
cially the United Nations, to break their silence.

During our campaign, more than 300 organizations and civil society institutions, as well as public figures
including politicians, writers, authors, intellectuals, artists, religious leaders and athletes from 29 different
countries around the world signed the petition, calling on the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
take action against the illegal attacks launched by the Turkish state against the people of North and East
Syria.



23 The Imrali Post #33

Turkey is deliberately violating international humanitarian law. Killing civilians, as well as attacks on civil -
ian infrastructure are war crimes. Silence means complicity. So far, the United Nations has remained
silent, which can be understood as permission for Turkey to attack the civilian population in North and
East Syria.

Accordingly, we call on the United Nations to fulfill its humanitarian and human rights responsibilities to
stop the Turkish state's attacks on North and East Syria and to protect the lives of civilians.

Stop the Turkish aggression on North and East Syria!”
The campaign can be signed electronically at the following link:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1D7GDBpe59ilzlaVMYMIaO-MBMH 8fuidglvaelF Y54/viewform?

edit_requested=true

HPG: Turkish army continues to commit war crimes
ANF | BEHDINAN | 22 DECEMBER 2022

In its daily overview of the war in Kurdistan, the Press Center of the People's Defense Forces (HPG) re-
ported that Turkey continues to commit war crimes in the guerrilla-held Medya Defense Zones in south-
ern Kurdistan (northern Iraq).

“The Turkish occupation army has attacked the guerrillas' resistance positions twice with banned high-im-
pact bombs, as well as bombardments by fighter jets five times and with howitzer shells and heavy
weapons dozens of times.”

According to the HPG statement, the attacks with unconventional bombs on Wednesday took place in
the Cemgo area and near the village of Sida in the Sheladize town in Amadiya district. The airstrikes were
directed against the areas of Kanisarké and Deriyé Hirgé as well as around the villages of Gundé Mérané
and Gundé Siyé in Gare, the area of Giré Berbiziné in Xakurke and the resistance area of Giré Cidi. The
areas of Giré FM, Giré Amédi, Cemgo and Sida were attacked with howitzers and heavy weapons.

o —


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1D7GDBpe59jlzlqVMYMlaO-MBMH_8fuidqIvaelF_Y54/viewform?edit_requested=true
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Three workers injured as Turkey attacks waterworks near

Kobané

ANF | KoBANE | 22 DECEMBER 2022

Turkey attacked workers at waterworks in the village of $éxlera Jorin in the west of Kobané. Three workers
were injured in the bombing and one car was completely destroyed. Heavy property damage was caused at
the waterworks.

The injured workers are Fadil Bazar (49), Bozan $éx Nebi (48) and Muslim Hemo (55). They were taken
to the hospital in Kobané and are being treated there.

The Turkish army’s attacks on the autonomous region of northern and eastern Syria since 19 November
have hit numerous villages and civilian infrastructure, such as schools, clinics, and electricity and water
supplies. Dozens of people have been killed, including 16 civilians. Most recently, three people were killed
in a drone strike near Kobané on Saturday, the youngest victim being a twelve-year-old.

Since the heavy bombardments by fighter jets at the beginning of the new wave of attacks, artillery attacks
on the self-administered areas have taken place every day. The permanent attacks on housing estates and

infrastructure are intended to drive the population into flight in preparation for the occupation of further
parts of the country.

Armed attack on Kurdish association in Paris results in
casualties

ANF | Paris | 23 DECEMBER 2022

The Kurdish Cultural Center in Strasbourg Saint Denis Neighborhood in Paris was targeted by an armed
attack on Friday.

According to eyewitnesses, a person was driven to the street where the association is located and started to
open fire on the association afterwards.

The assailant is also reported to have fired on a Kurdish restaurant and a hairdresser’s salon on the same
street.

According to the police and hospital sources, three people have lost their lives and three others were in-
jured as a result of the attack. Initial reports had spoken of two dead and four injured.
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The French police have encircled the area and do not allow anyone to approach the scene.

An eyewitness spoke to Medya Haber TV and said that a person approached the association and opened
fire on those outside.

Citing police sources, AFP reported that the assailant, in his 60s, had been arrested. An eyewitness said
that seven or eight shots had been fired.

The attack came ahead of the approaching 10th anniversary of the triple murder in Paris of Kurdish
women Sakine Cansiz, Fidan Dogan and Leyla Saylemez on 9 January 2013.

“A gun attack has taken place. Thank you to the security forces for their swift action,” tweeted deputy
Mayor Emmanuel Gregoire. “Thoughts for the victims and those who witnessed this drama.”

Gregoire also tweeted that a medical-psychological emergency unit has been set up at the town hall of the
10th arrondissement of the capital.

“An investigation has been opened into the murder over voluntary manslaughter and aggravated violence,”

the Paris prosecutor’s office told BEMTV.
“A 69-year-old man has been arrested and placed in custody,” the prosecutor’s office said.
According to BEMTYV, the Minister of the Interior, Gérald Darmanin, has announced that he is returning

to Paris, sending his thoughts to the victims' families and recalling that the perpetrator of the shooting has
been arrested.

New footage of the armed attack against Kurds in Paris

published

ANF | Paris | 23 DECEMBER 2022
After attacking the Ahmet Kaya Kurdish Cultural Center before noon, the assailant attacked the Kurdish
restaurant across from it and the barber on the same street.

In the footage from the camera of the hairdresser, the attacker is seen entering with the gun in his hand
and opening fire on the customers who took shelter in the back of the shop.

While one person managed to escape from the main hall, it seems that others inside managed to neutralize
the attacker and seize his weapon.

The footage also showed that one person was injured in the abdomen.
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The police said that they caught the attacker, and the authorities congratulated them as they caught the at-

tacker “quickly”. However, the footage shows that the attacker was neutralized by shopkeepers and that the
police arrived to the scene very late.

Chemical weapons

HPG reports continued chemical attacks in guerrilla areas

ANF | BEHDINAN | 18 DECEMBER 2022

In its daily statement about the ongoing war in Southern Kurdistan, the Press Center of the People’s
Defense Forces (HPG) reported continued attacks by the Turkish army and actions by guerrillas.

According to the HPG statement, a soldier of the Turkish army was killed in a guerrilla action carried out
with heavy weapons in Cemgo. Cemco is located in Sheladize town in Amadiya district. Two other guer-
rilla actions with heavy weapons were carried out in the same region near the village of Sida.

HPG reported that the Turkish army used chemical weapons against a guerrilla position in Cemgo on Sat-

urday. In addition, the areas of Cemgo, Sida, Giré Amédi and Giré FM were attacked dozens of times with
howitzers, tanks and heavy weapons.

Turkish use of banned gas bombs against guerrillas
documented again
ANF | BEHDINAN | 18 DECEMBER 2022

The Turkish state’s use of banned gas bombs to choke the guerrilla forces in the Medya Defense Zones in
southern Kurdistan (northern Iraq) has been documented.

The documented gas bombs include a type with the inscription “Gas Grenade” which was produced in
May 2014,

During the course of its military campaign launched in the Medya Defense Zones on 14 April 2022, the
Turkish state has resorted to intense use of chemical weapons and internationally outlawed bombs.
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According to the eight-month balance sheet published by the HPG (People’s Defense Forces) on 15 De-
cember, covering the period from 14 April to 14 December, the Turkish army committed war crimes of
unprecedented cruelty without hesitation by attacking the war tunnels and positions of guerrilla forces
3152 times with internationally outlawed bombs (phosphorus bombs, thermobaric bombs, tactical nu-
clear weapons) and chemical weapons in the past eight months of war.

The gas bombs used by the Turkish state very often are among the weapons banned by the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their
Destruction (also known as the Chemical Weapons Convention). 193 countries, including Turkey, have
signed the convention, which opened for signature in Paris on 13 January 1993 and entered into force on

29 April 1997.

The Organisation for the Prevention of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), which closes its eyes to the Turkish
employment of chemical weapons, also states on its website that, “Riot control agents, such as tear gas, are
considered chemical weapons if used as a method of warfare.”

o —

HPG reports twelve chemical weapons attacks in one day
ANF | BEHDINAN | 21 DECEMBER 2022

In its daily overview of the war in Kurdistan, the Press Center of the People's Defense Forces (HPG) re-
ported that the Turkish army used chemical weapons twelve times and unconventional bombs four times
against guerrilla positions in Southern Kurdistan on Tuesday. In addition, the invading army carried out
three airstrikes and dozens of attacks with howitzers and heavy weapons.

“The Kurdistan Freedom Guerrilla has shown the whole world that it is the sole defender of the existence
and achievements of our oppressed people through its resistance against the occupation operation of the
Turkish colonial army. The fascist state of the Republic of Turkey cannot even tolerate the terms ‘Kurdish’
and ‘Kurdistan’ and uses all kinds of dirty war methods to a