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Taras Shevchenko
1814-1861




My Testament!

When [ am dead, then bury me

In my beloved Ukraine,

My tomb upon a grave mound high
Amid the spreading plain,

So that the fields, the boundless steppes,
The Dnieper’s plunging shore
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My eyes could see, my ears could hear
The mighty river roar.
When from Ukraine the Dnieper bears
Into the deep blue sea
The blood of foes ... then will I leave
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These hills and fertile fields —

I’1l leave them all and fly away
To the abode of God,

And then I’ll pray...

December 25, 1845 in Pereyaslav
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O my thoughts, my heartfelt thoughts

O my thoughts, my heartfelt thoughts,

I am troubled for you!

Why have you ranged yourselves on paper
In your ranks of sorrow?

Why did the wind not scatter you,

Like dust-motes, in the steppe?

Why did ill-fate not overlie

You, her babes, while she slept?
Translated by Vera Rich
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In Prison

It makes no difference to me,

If I shall live or not in Ukraine

Or whether any one shall think

Of me ‘mid foreign snow and rain.
It makes no difference to me,

In slavery I grew ‘mid strangers,
Unwept by any kin of mine;

In slavery I now will die

And vanish without any sign.

I shall not leave the slightest trace

Upon our glorious Ukraine...
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Lesia Ukrainka

1871-1913




Contra spem spero

I hope against hope!

Thoughts away, you heavy clouds of autumn!
For now springtime comes, agleam with gold!
Shall thus in grief and wailing for ill-fortune
All the tale of my young years be told?
Contra spem spero
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No, I want to smile through tears and weeping.,
Sing my songs where evil holds its sway,
Hopeless, a steadfast hope forever keeping,

[ want to live! You thoughts of grief, away!
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On poor sad fallow land unused to tilling
I'll sow blossoms, brilliant in hue,
I'll sow blossoms where the frost lies, chilling,
I'll pour bitter tears on them as due.
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And those burning tears shall melt, dissolving
All that mighty crust of ice away.
Maybe blossoms will come up, unfolding
Singing springtime too for me, some day.
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Up the flinty steep and craggy mountain
A weighty ponderous boulder I shall raise,
And bearing this dread burden, a resounding
Song I'll sing, a song of joyous praise.
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In the long dark ever-viewless night-time

Not one instant shall I close my eyes,



I'll seek ever for the star to guide me,

She that reigns bright mistress of dark skies.

Il g0 )5S 5 50 5 st (S Al

AALID 4 gla (SadS ja Cailial aaly el ) alleda abaal SG Ss
13 L ad ) |5 a0 ASAe (55 9% 5 S 5 50t

o) (5 )8 st (54848Ui 5 5 o iy g cdaSla |5 (gmS s

Yes, I'll smile, indeed, through tears and weeping
Sing my songs where evil holds its sway,
Hopeless, a steadfast hope forever keeping,

I shall live! You thoughts of grief, away!

May 2, 1890
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The Forest Song

If I was a song that I’m singing
This time when it’s easy to hold,
That carried was freely its meaning

And echoed all over the world.

So that to the stars shining brightly
I reached with my singing so high,
Come down to the waves clear and mighty,

The ocean above that I fly.

Then all my desire that I dream of
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As well as my sweet hidden glee
Would sound with the brilliance the stars got,
More thunderous was than the sea.
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