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xSign Language <communication system using gestures that are

interpreted visually. Many people in deaf communities around the
world use sign languages as their primary means of communication.
These communities indude both deaf and hearing people who
converse in sign language. But for many deaf people ¢sign language
serves as their primary <or native <language <creating a strong
sense of social and cultural identity.

***|nternational Morse Code «system of signals employed in
radiotelegraphy in the land-telegraph systems of all countries except
the United States and Canada <and by all countries in flash lamp
communications in marine navigation (see Telegraph). The system is
an adaptation of Morse code <the original telegraphic alphabet that
American inventor Samuel F. B. Morse devised with help from other
contemporary scientists. The United States and Canada did not adopt
the International Morse Code for sending telegraphy messages when
other countries did in the 1850s; instead <the United States and
Canada continued to use the original Morse code. International
Morse Code consists of combinations of dots and dashes
representing the letters of the alphabet and numerals <as shown in
the accompanying table. The duration of one dash equals that of
three dots. Today <International Morse Code is no longer used
commercially or by the military <because radiotelegraphy has been
replaced by digital communications via satellite.
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Latin

| |
FProto-Continental
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Proto-
Sardinian Fornance
1
_ Proto-ltalo-
Proto-Eastern “Western Formance
Rarmance (Yulgar Latin)
| I
FProto-Balk "
mm__m__._._wu_._nw an Proto- Proto-‘western
Italo- Rornance
-|—|— Romance I L 1
Proto- Proto- Proto-lbera- Proto-Galla-
Rarnanian Cralrnatian Rornance Rornance
= = ——
mo_._._m_._nw old South lbero- Morth Ibero- Froto- Froto-
borrowings B rairmatian Reomance Rarnance Marthetrn Sauthern
in #lbanian (Mozar abic) Gallo- Gallo-
I 1 Romance Rornance
Sardinian § | Fomanian Italian Paortuguese Catalan
dialects dialects dialects dialects dialects
Spanish Ehaetian | French Ocitan
dialects dizlects B dialects | dialects
southwest notthwest centre south east*
. 2500 BC
- = = -
- = = -
¢ 2000 BC | Anatolian | - .
== .=" | Kaneshite = =
1 - - - -
' Falaic Hittite Luwian _ - .
. 1500 BC i - -
] - -
[west Luwian) i : . n [Easzt Luwian) - -
1 ' Cuneiform Luwian ~ ~
1
“ Hittite | e R
. 1000 BC i .
1
| |_Urartian |
1 Hieroglyphic Luwian - E
. 500 BC
Lyzian -
. 200 BC *Hurrian and Urartian are not related to the Indo-European group of Anatalian languages.
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1 Portuguese
2 Spanish

3 Galician

4 Catalan

5 French

6 Provencal
7 Italian

8 Romanian
9 German
10 Flemish
11 Dutch
12 English
13 Danish
14 Swedish
15 Morwegian
16 Icelandic
17 Slovenian
18 Croatian
19 Serbian

20 Macedonian
21 Bulgarian
22 Slovak
23 Czech

24 Polish

25 Belarusian
26 Ukrainian
27 Russian
28 Lithuanian
29 Latvian
30 Breton

31 Gaelic

32 albanian
33 Greek

34 Basque
35 Hungarian
36 Estonian
37 Finnish
38 Saami

[ slavic Languages
[ Germanic Languages
[E Romance Languages
B Uralic Languages
[ Celtic Languages

O Greek
[ albanian
[] Basque
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