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The second subsection sheds light on the social developments reflected by
the economic ones, and the development of class — formation of the capitalist
society. The third subsection concentrates on the intellectual developments,
and the emergence of the renaissance as a result of those developments. The
fourth subsection sheds light on the political developments and the
appearance of the central clashes in the late middle ages.

Section three of chapter one, which is divided into three main subsections,
is devoted to the study of the spread of Christianity and the emergence of the
Catholic Church as a social force. The first subsection talks about the
appearance of Christianity and its spread in the areas of the Roman Empire.
The second subsection deals with the split of the Christian church into
catholic and orthodox. While the third subsection sheds light on the authority
and power of the church during the Middle Ages. It also deals with the stages
through which the Christian church went on to emerge as a part of the social,
economic, political, and intellectual formation of the middle ages, then to
trace the steps of its deterioration and its shift to a secular organization and
its diversion from its first ideals.

Section four of the first chapter is devoted to the study of the reform trials
and movements, since the late twelfth century A.D., and their development
throughout the centuries. Then there is a discussion of the reform trials that
sprung from the church itself.

Chapter two, which falls into four sections, speaks about the appearance
of the reformation and it spread in the catholic world in the other European
countries.

Section one concentrates on the causes behind the appearance of the
movement in first quarter of the 16™ century A.D. Section two is devoted to
the study of the biographies of the important pioneers of the movement. This
section falls into three subsection. The first of them gives special importance
to the reasons behind Germany's pioneering in the appearance of the
reformation, along with the study of the life and works of (Martin Luther).
The second subsection draws the attention towards the life of (Zwingli).
While the third subsection deals with the life of (John Calvin) and the
influence of his works upon the reformation.

Section three of chapter two sheds light on the events that contribute to
the spread of the reformation in the other European regions, and the special
characteristics of the movement in each one of the those regions. This section
is in five subsection the first one is about the study of the spread of the

b

Abstract

The reformation is a social, economic, political, intellectual, and a
religions movement. It is considered one of the most important historical
events that happened in the history of Europe throughout it transition from
the feudal system into the capitalist. That movement was the decisive step for
the European society to shift from the middle ages towards the modern ages
which happened as a result to a long chain of economic, social, intellectual,
and political changes and developments that occurred in the catholic world
during the late middle ages.

In this study, there is a try to explain that this movement was not only the
outcome of mere religious factors, also it was not a movement that resulted
only from the events that have been witnessed by Europe in the end of the
Fifteenth century and the first quarter of the sixteenth century A.D., but it is a
movement that has its roots stretching back to much more older than this. It
sprung before many years inside the feudal society and began to interact with
the economic and social developments till it reached its peak in the
beginning of the sixteenth century A.D. It paved the way to establish the life
— style of the modern ages, then the events of this movement become, in its
general frame, a vital part in the stages of the social development in the
history of Europe.

This study falls into a preface, three chapters, a conclusion, and a
bibliography. Each chapter in the study is divided into various sections. The
sections, in turn, are subdivided into many topics (axes).

The first chapter of this study is devoted to explain the concept of
reformation and to know the circumstances of Europe at that time and to
shed light on the reform attempts that happened before the reformation
during the 16th century A.D.

The chapter contains four sections. The first Sections are deals with the
ideas of the historians and scholars about the definition and the meaning of
this movement.

Section two which contains four subsections concentrates on the
economic, social, and intellectual developments which occurred in the
catholic world before the 16th century. The first subsection deals with the
economic developments and the appearance of the capitalist relationships.

a



the events of that period of history. The fourth subsection tackles the
development of the idea of religious tolerance as one of the results that were
imposed by this movement through the passing of days.

While fifth subsection deals first with negative consequences of the
movement in the beginning upon the intellectual and scientific aspect. Then
it concentrates on the freedom of science and intellect to get rid of the
dominance of religions beliefs and to free the mind from religion.

The sixth subsection sheds light on how the writing and studying of
history was affected by the events accompanying this movement. The
seventh subsection tackles the results of the movement in the field intellect
and philosophy. In the eighth subsection there is a study of the movement's
social impacts. There is also a study of the role played by this movement in
eliminating the church from managing the social, judicial and administrative
roles and giving greater role the civil part of the government.

The ninth subsection deals with studying the results of the movement in
the field of education. The tenth subsection is devoted to the study of
movement's impacts on arts and literature. The last subsection of section two
tackles the influences made by the movement on the religions, social, and
economic sides of life in the new- discovered regions of America, in addition
to the study of the impacts of (Luther's) works in the emergence of the first
signs of Zionism and the Jewish movement at that era.

Section three of the third chapter, that consists of three sub-sections,
concentrates on political impacts of the movement and their influence upon
the political views; the appearance of the idea of the divine — right of the
kings which became the dominant style of government in Europe throughout
the 16" and 17" centuries A.D., and the events that accompany the
movement a great role in forming them. The first subsection of this section is
about the political events and the military wars that were resulted because of
this movement through a century and a half.

The second subsection tackles the influence of the views of the
movement's pioneers and the events accompanying it in stimulating the ideas
and concepts that emerged in the political conception during that period, and
emphasizing the idea of the kings' divine — right. In the third subsection there
is an exploration of role played by this movement's events in forming the
social and political characteristics of the national state.

movement in Scandinavia, the spread of the Lutharian ideas with the support
of the kings of Sweden and Denmark, and its appearance there as an official
doctrine after — 1554 A.D. The second subsection is devoted to study the
spread of the ideas of the reformation in the Eastern European countries, in
addition to studying the events that accompany the movement in Italy, Spain,
Portugal, and the Netherlands. The third subsection deals with the spread of
the movement in Scotland.

The fourth subsection talks about the movement's spread in England by
(king Henry VIII), and the development of the (Anglican) beliefs due to the
influence and intervention of the kings of this country. In the last subsection
of this section special attention is given to the events that accompany the
movement's spread in France.

The fourth section of chapter two, which contains two subsection is
devoted to studying the differences among the protestants themselves, and
the emergence of radical cults and creeds that split from Protestantism. The
first subsection gives the most important points of agreement and difference
among the pioneers of Protestantism. While the second subsection is about
the causes behind the appearance of radical cults and creeds, and refer to
some of the most important of them in addition to their basic principles and
beliefs.

The third chapter of this study tackles the most important results of the
movement and their influence on the economic, social, and political aspects
of life inside the European society. This chapter is divided into three
sections.

Section one is devoted to study the effects of the movement on the
economic aspect of life; the role of the event accompanying it; and the
influence of the protestant's principles and beliefs and of the radical parties
on developing and fixing the capitalist's economic relations.

The second section focuses on the consequences of the movement
according to the social aspect of life. This section contains eleven subsection
The first is about the religious consequences; the effects of the movement on
faith and religion; the split of the church and the emergence of various creeds
calling for destroying the dominance and worldliness of the catholic church.
The second subsection deals with the counter — reform — movement
established by the Catholic Church to put an end to the protestant spread.

The third subsection focuses on the religious fanaticism and intolerance
found by this movement, which lasted for more than a century and controlled



