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Shaikh Sa’id commenced a campaign of open robbery.
Large sums of money were extorted from merchants without
any pretext whatever and the prompt murder of the few who
resisted these dements effectual intimidated the others. At the
same time a policy of patriarchal hospitality and patronage
was instituted. Any person presenting himself at the Schaik’s
house received food and became considered a retainer. In this
way all the wrathless members of the population become
adherents of the priests, and as many opened in the Bazaar, a

new class of supporters arose which finally embraced nearly
all the trades of Sulaimaniya .
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Before the was Sulaimani had been famous for the
manufacture of the rifles with which a large part of
Kurdistan on both sides of the Persian boundary was
armed Mark Sykes (1902) mention that at the time of his
visit there were no fewer than 150 competent gunsmiths
turning out very creditable imitations of the Martini-
Peabody. The craft gradually died out after our
occupation but the cartridges continued for some time to
be the standard weights used in the for weighing out

groceries and other com modities.
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