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ON A
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SITE OF ANCIENT NINEVEH;
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AND AN ACCOUNT OF VISIT TO
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BY THE LATG
CLAUDIUS JAMES RICH ESQRE
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Introduction

Claudiue Ganes Rich is one of the first tourits who travelld to Kurdistan in 1820. ,
as he himself assertsin his book. Rich has reported al of the erents during histravel,
and because of that accuracy his notes have been valuable and riliable sources for
those orientalists who came to Kurdistan later.

Most of these daily notes are specia to the emirate of Baban and its capital, soley-
mani, and some what the emirate of Ardalan and its capital, sina. In addition he has
some explanation on neigh bour countries especially ottoman and Iran. He reffersto
some tricks of these gover ment which liked not to see the political authority of
these emirates.

Some say that Rich’s travel has some other aims which perhaps are not friendly
aims, as Rich’s widow herself admits, Davood Pasha, the governer of Baghdad, had
no optimistic view on histravel.

These notes writtenin 1820 were published by his widow in 1836. They are in two
volumes. Rich's travel in Kurdistan lastet seven months, and during thes period he
recorded every important event he saw except thoes few days that he came sick and
couldn’t wrote anything. In these notes Rich introduces Kurdish people as those men
who like to prove their hospitality to strangers. Rich thinks that. they are very loyal
friends. That is why he promises himself not to forget their everlasing generosity.

What is important in these notes is Rich’s point of view about soms good aspects
of kurdish society in both two emirates, Baban and Ardalan. For example he reffers
to the freedom of women in the society of Kurdistan which, as Rich asserts, has no
equel amony other countriesin middle east.

| think it is necessary for reader of this book to remember this important point that
we know all of what Rich has written in his notes are only some part of things, and it
is our own duty to add our opinions to his notes. | believe it is hot necessary to ac-
cept all of hisviews. though most of them are respectable.
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