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" It isthe metallic sound of deigh bells that opens the play, bring-

ing a brief spasm of life to the Borkman home and this same sound

of bells signals the escape of Erhart and his companions south con-

verting the metallic death forces of Borkman into the life force of
Mrs. Wilton." (Johnston, 1975, 146)
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(16) Jfr Carlquist och Carlsson (red.) : Svensk uppslagsbok, 2. utg.,
Malmo 1955, bd. 31, under oppslagsordet Vridscen, sp. 781.
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In John Gabriel Borkman, by contrast with an obtrusively

strict temporal continuity, space which is ordinarily less flex-

ible than time in drama) suddenly becomes fluid in the last

scene, when Borkman takes his walk; and this relaxation of

theatrical conventions is evidently a projection of the internal
change taking place in Borkman (Bennett, 1990, 22).
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(18) Asbjgrn Aarseth: 1bsns smtidsskuespill. En studiei glasskapets
dramaturgi. Universitetsforlaget 1999.
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