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V. Minorsky, Encyclopedia of Islam: “We thus find
that about the period of the Arab conquest a single
ethnic term Kurd (plur. Akrad ) was beginning to be
applied to an amalgamation of Iranian or iranicised
tribes., “Kurds” in Encyclopaedia of Islam”. Edited
by: P. Bearman , Th. Bianquis , C.E. Bosworth , E.
van Donzel and W.P. Heinrichs. Brill, 2007. Brill
Online. accessed 2007.
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Martin van Bruinessen, “The ethnic identity of the
Kurds”, in: Ethnic groups in the Republic of Turkey,
compiled and edited by Peter Alford Andrews with
Ridiger Benninghaus [=Beihefte zum Tubinger
Atlas des VVorderen Orients, Reihe B, Nr.60].
Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwich Reichert, 1989, pp. 613-
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21. excerpt: “The ethnic label “Kurd” is first
encountered in Arabic sources from the first
centuries of the Islamic era; it seemed to refer to a
specific variety of pastoral nomadism, and possibly
to a set of political units, rather than to a linguistic
group: once or twice, “Arabic Kurds” are
mentioned. By the 10th century, the term appears to
denote nomadic and/or transhumant groups
speaking an Iranian language and mainly inhabiting
the mountainous areas to the South of Lake Van and
Lake Urmia, with some offshoots in the
Caucasus...If there was a Kurdish speaking
subjected peasantry at that time, the term was not
yet used to include them.”
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Wladimir Iwanov:”The term Kurd in the middle
ages was applied to all nomads of Iranian
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origin”.(Wladimir Ivanon, “The Gabrdi dialect
spoken by the Zoroastrians of Persia”, Published by
G. Bardim 1940. pg 42(
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David Mackenzie: “If we take a leap forward to the
Arab conquest we find that the name Kurd has taken
a new meaning becoming practically synonmous
with ‘nomad’, if nothing more pejorative” D.N.
Mackenzie, “The Origin of Kurdish”, Transactions
of Philological Society, 1961, pp 68-86
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Richard Frye,”The Golden age of Persia”, Phoneix
Press, 1975. Second Impression December 2003. pp
111: “Tribes always have been a feature of Persian
history, but the sources are extremly scant in
reference to them since they did not ‘make’ history.
The general designation ‘Kurd’ is found in many
Arabic sources, as well as in Pahlavi book on the
deeds of Ardashir the first Sassanian ruler, for all
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nomads no matter whether they were linguistically
connected to the Kurds of today or not.

The population of Luristan, for example, was
considered to be Kurdish, as were tribes in Kuhistan
and Baluchis in Kirman”
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The earliest occurrence of this term in written
sources is attested in

the form of kurt (kwrt-) in the Middle Persian
treatise (Karnamak Artax-shir Pabakan), compiled
presumably in the second half of the 6th century
A.D. It occurs four times in the text (Kn. I, 6; VIII,
1; 1X 1, 2) in plural form, kurtan, twice in
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conjunction with shah “chieftain, ruler” (kurtan
shah), once with shupanan “shepherds” (kurtan
shupanan), and only once in a bare form, without a
supplement. It is clear that kurt in all the contexts
has a distinct social sense, “nomad, tent-dweller”. It
could equally be an attribute for any Iranian ethnic
group having similar characteristics. To look for a
particular ethnic sense here would be a futile
exercise.
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http://www.azargoshnasp.net/Pasokhbehanirani/prol
egomena-to-study-kurds. pdf

G. Asatrian, Prolegomena to the Study of the Kurds,
Iran and the Caucasus, Vol.13, pp.1-58, 2009
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