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(1) Kenneth Katsman, The Kurds in post -Saddam Iraq, Congressional
Research Service, October 1, 2010, Research Published at federation of
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http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RS22079.pdf , last visited 14/6/2011.
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(3) Human Rights Watch, Claims in Conflict Reversing Ethnic Cleansing in

Northern Iraq, Op. Cit., p.43.
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of Random House, Inc. New York, December 2006, pp. 65-66.
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(*) The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, Statement by the Press
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over Ninewa, Op. Cit. p.15.
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(*) The International Crisis Groups, Irag's Kurds: Toward an Historic
Compromise, Middle East Report N°(26), Amman/Brussels, 8 April 2004,
pp. 8-14.

) Ibid.

() The International Crisis Group, Irag: Allaying Turkey's Fears Over
Kurdish Ambitions, Op. Cit.
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(*) The International Crisis Group, Iraq and the Kurds: The Brewing Battle
over Kirkuk, Op. Cit.
(%) The International Crisis Group, Iraq and the Kurds: Resolving the Kirkuk
Crisis, Op. Cit.
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(*) The International Crisis Group, Oil for Soil: Toward a Grand Bargain on
Iraq and the Kurds, Op. Cit.
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(*) The International Crisis Group, Iraq and the Kurds: Trouble Along the
Trigger Line, Op. Cit.

(®) The International Crisis Group, Iraq and the Kurds: Confronting
Withdrawal Fears, Op. Cit.
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Abstract

This research is under the title of (The Problem of The
Disputed Territories in Iraq: Obstacle and Solutions), aims to address
the study of conflict over Disputed Territories between the
Federal Government in Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional
Government to determine the internal borders of the Kurdistan
Region with the rest of Iraq through resolving the administrative
determination of such administrative units. The subject will be
addressed through four chapters.

The introductory chapter deals with the history of the
Disputed Territories from political and administrative facets,
from the era of the Ottomans Empire and the emergence of
Kurdish Emirates till the occupation of Irag by United Kingdom
in 1914, and the factors that urged international powers to link
south Kurdistan to Iraq in 1925, then the study tackles Iraq and
how did Kurdish freedom movements from 1925 up to 2003 are
treated.
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The first chapter deals with the definition of the Disputed
Territories, identifying the parties to this conflict, and identifying
the factors behind the creation of this conflict which are
historical, economic, and political. The ethnical and
administrative borders of these regions are also mentioned, and
the changes which came over these two features due to the
successive Iragi governmental policies especially during the rule
of Ba’th party between the years 1968 and 2003, aiming at
changing the national roots of these regions.

The second chapter is dedicated to a variety of factors
(internal, regional, international) which regarded as the obstacles
to solving the problem of the Disputed Territories from the start
of linking these Territories to Iraq till present, but the effects of
these factors are rather focused after the year 2003. The internal
factor which is the first one means the existence of different
viewpoints and interests of the main national parties to this
conflict, including Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmen, and also the
viewpoints and interests of other minorities, which became one of
the obstacles in this issue. The second factor, is the counteract of
regional countries such as Turkey, Iran, and some other Arabic
countries like Syria to the resolutions of these Territories and
their fears if those Territories are linked back to Kurdistan, which
will empower Kurdistan Government and as a result this will
effect Kurds in those countries. The third factor, which is
international, indicating the role of U.S.A. as the super power in
Iraq since 2003 till now, but it has not urged Iragi government to
put to practice the mechanism of Constitution to resolve this
issue. Then the role of United Nations Assistance Mission for
Iraqg (UNAMI) is tackled to resolve this problem after both Iraqi
Government and Kurdistan Regional Government gave their
consent to UNAMI to play a role in this issue, but it was not
successful in this role. Also the role of International Crisis Group
as an Academic International Institute that makes reports on this
conflict is dealt in this study, and its reports are internationally
accredited. Their viewpoints are showed, in which majority of
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them are against Kurdish side, and they are more close to
Turkmen and regional countries, especially Turkey.

The third chapter and the last one is dedicated to the
resolutions for this conflict, but before discussing these
resolutions, it was important to refer to the power of people
belonging to different political parties in the regions via results of
Iragi parliament elections in the years of 2005, 2010, and
Provincial Council Elections in 2009, So as to make clear the
future of each resolution. In the second chapter | have referred to
the legal constitution to resolve this conflict according to the
article 58 in the Transitional Administrative Law (TAL), and the
article 140 from the Permanent Iragi Constitution, and the work
which is done to put to practice this article by the committee for
the Implementation of article 140 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Irag. And then | have referred to the resolutions that
might take place in conflict if legal resolutions are being
neglected, and among them the military resolution either by Iraqi
Government or Kurdistan Regional Government, or the other
resolutions which will create a special region in Kirkuk according
to the mechanism of Constitution for creating specific regions, or
returning Kirkuk Governorate back to Kurdistan Region
according to the requirement of Kirkuk Provincial Council which
is a legal resolution, or dividing the Disputed Territories
according to a decree by related parties, or the intervention of
U.N. peace maintain forces in these regions to prevent military
clashes between parties to the conflict.

And finally this research is ended with several results and
findings in addition to a recommendation about the subject of the
study.
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AMERICA

Baghdad, Irag January
15, 200%

Excellancy:

Fursuant to our discussions on January 1¢ regarding
Prime Minister Allawi's January ¢ letter to you about the
gtatug of Kirkuk, let me reiterate United States support
for the full implementacion of the Transgitiomal
Administrative Law, Ag Deputy Sacretary Armitage assured
you and stated publicdly, the U.8. supports the full
implementation ¢f the Transitional Administrative Law, in
particular all paragraphs of Article 53, and helilaves its
full implementaticon is essential. The United States
Government ia, tharefore, in agreement with the Prime
l Minister's letter.

Moreover, the United Stareg Government fg ready to do
ita part to facilivate the implementation of Article 58 by
assisting institutions responsible for meagures outlined in
Article 58 (A}. ;

Sincerely, ,E__.

John.D. Negroponte

}

= His Excellency, Jalal Talabani, Prefitent;Patriotic inion -
of Furdistan, Irvaq. i,
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the WHITE HOUSE PrESIDENT BARACK 0BAMA

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release December 07, 2009

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Passage of Iraq's Revised Election Law

The United States congratulates the people of Irag and their elected representatives for the passage of a revised
election law, and we look forward to the holding of national elections. The negotiations that led to the passage of
the election law demonstrate anew that the Iragis and their leaders are committed to taking control of their future,
and to resolving their differences peacefully and in accord with the Iraqi constitution.

Since 2005, the United States has suppored the Iragi constitution as the basis arcund which all Iragis can
protect their rights and work together to build national unity. That constitution, including the establishment of a
Kurdistan Regional Government, has contributed to Iraqi stability.  The United States reiterates its strong support
for the Iraqi people and their elected government, and reaffirms its respect for the Iragi constitution, including
Article 140, which addresses the dispute over Kirkuk and other disputed internal borders, and Article 142, which
addresses the process for constitutional amendments. We will continue to support the Iragi people and their

elected government as they work towards the full and fair implementation of the Iragi constitution.

There are still challenges facing Irag, including disagreements between the government of Irag and the
Kurdistan Regicnal Government. The United States is ready to help all Iragis come together to find new political
solutions to ease old conflicts, remove old fears and build a future together as a united country with a proud,
historic place in the international community.

Following the 2010 parliamentary elections, Iraq will hold elections in 2013 and 2014 in accordance with its
constitution and laws. A current and thorough census will help facilitate the conduct of those future elections,
and the United States remains ready to help the Government of Irag conduct an accurate census next year as
one element in support of a stable Irag with a government that is fair and accountable to the Iragi people.

The United States thanks the United Nations for its indispensible role in helping Iragis prepare for the upcoming
elections and pledges to sustain U.S. support for the UN mission in Irag.
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