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In the historical portions of the book, in so far as more modern history is concerned,
| have been enabled to give some entirely new matter, for that on Kurdish history was
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supplied me in letters received from Shah Ali of Aoraman, Skaikh Reza of Kirkuk, Tahir
Beg Jaf, Majid Beg Jaf. Muhammad Ali Beg Jaf, while a great part was communicated
during conversations at Halabja and Sulaimania.“®»
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Through the offices of my friend the consular watchmaker, | was taken one day to
see a notable of Kirkuk, one Reza, called by the Muslims Shaikh Reza, and by the
.Christians, who hate him, Mulla Reza, an inferior title
This worthy is the principal priest of the place, and though a Sunni, and a fanatic at
that, has no objection to seeing and being polite to the dissenters of Islam, the Shi>a
.among whose ranks both myself and the watchmaker were classed
He inhabited a house adjoining the mosque wherein he officiated, one of the best
houses in Kirkuk. His courtyard was laid out in flat beds in the Persian fashion, and
a few mulberry trees veiled the bareness of the high walls. He received us in a long
room, well carpeted, and was alone. A very reverend seigneur this indeed; the frown
of sanctity sat blackly upon this brow, unlightened by his white turban. At his elbow on
the floor was a gramophone, from whose trumpet a raucous Arab voice had just ceased
to shriek verses of the Quran — to such uses are European abominations adaptable!
Hearing that | was from Shiraz, he at once began to quote Hafiz and Sa>di, for he
spoke excellent Persian; and then, producing a manuscript book, read some of this
own poetry. He versified in four languages — Turkish, Arabic, Persian, and Kurdish; but
preferred Persian to all of them, having a just contempt for the majority of Turkish verse,
.consisting as it does nearly all of Arab and Persian
He complained bitterly of the progress Christians were making, and doubtless would
make under the regime of constitutional government; in speaking, his eyes flashed he
grew excited, the latent fanaticism in him boiled, and he longed to see the blood of these
infidels spilt. With cries of disgust against the lukewarm sentiments of the Turkomans,
he denounced Musulman and Christians alike, and frankly declared that he would like
to see the heads of the letter adorning the barrack walls. This creature, who had naught
but notoriety to gain from such a catastrophe, has several times attempted to harass the
Christians, but they have found sufficient protection, and he sees himself foiled, and
his proposals ignored every time he would rouse feeling against these harmless people.
It took him the whole time of drinking three cups of tea to exhaust his fury, and we took

leave of him, expressing no opinion upon his sentiments 4
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