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1O DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA
From the Direct Communication Unit 24 December 2003
Dr Jawad Mella

Western Kurdistan Association
Palingswick House

241 King Street

London

W6 9LP

Dear Dr Mella

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for your
recent letter.

Mr Blair is grateful to you for letting him have your views
which he was interested to see.

Yours sincerely

AL

MATT DOWDING
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For all the worlds children f {i@e/
Health, Education, Equality, Protection U n |Ce AS 74

UNICEF UK

Africa House
Dr quod Mella 64-78 Kingsway
Chairman London WC2B 6NB

Western Kurdistan Association
Telephone 020 7405 5592

-l BgaIc/alil e Facsimile 020 7405 2332
241 King Street Email enquiries@unicef.org.uk
London Wé 9LP www.unicef.org.uk

19 November 2003

Dear Dr Mella

Thank you for your letter of 12 November addressed to Jill Shutt following your telephone
conversation with her last week.

As you know, | referred your query to the UNICEF Representative in Syria, Mohamed Bendriss
Alami, and | have now had a response from him.

| understand from Jill that when you spoke you mentioned that the demonstrators in Damascus
were prohibited from entering the UNICEF office by the police. Mr Alami tells me that the UNICEF
office is open and that the police are not controlling access to it, except for security control in front
of the main gate.

With regard to your suggestion that we assist in the production of materials, | regret that we are
not in a position to help with this. The UK Committee for UNICEF exists solely to support UNICEF
and its work for children in the developing world. A meeting with UNICEF UK would not be
appropriate and any queries should be direct to the UNICEF office in Damascus.

Mr Alami has updated me on the situation in Syria and | am outlining his response below:

1 UNICEF is very concerned by the subject raised by the Kurdish children who demonstrated on
25 June 2003 and we consider that rights claimed are covered by the Convention ratified by
the Syrian Government in 1993.

2 The problem of Kurdish children in Syria is a very sensitive issue and the political situation in
the sub-region (Irag) makes it again more difficult. On 25-26 June 2003 the Syrian
Government celebrated the International Day of the Child and several activities were planned
under the patronage of Mrs Bashar, the spouse of President Bashar.

3 The three Kudish political parties organised this manifestation mobilizing children and people
starting from Hassakeh Ragga and Aleppo in the North and Damascus, the capital. Apparently
the police were aware of this movement and they organized a roadblock to stop the
manifestation before reaching the UNICEF office. There was no incident within the UNICEF
premises or in front of the UNICEF office. Incidents occurring in public places are under the
control of the national authorities; UNICEF does not have authority out of its premises and we
cannot intervene in subjects on which we have not necessary and comprehensive information to
take any position. We are a UN agency, guided by rules and regulations and we have a Basic
Cooperation Agreement with the host party.

The United Kingdom Registered Cffice: President

Committee for UNICEF Africa House The Lord Puttnam of Queensgate CBE
Company Limited by 64-78 Kingsway Chairman

Guarantee London WC2BBNB  The Rt Hon Sir John Waite
Registered in England Registered Charity Executive Director

and Wales No: 3663181 No:1072612 David Bull
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4 Our mandate is to advocate for the protection of children’s rights, to help meet their basic
needs and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential within the framework of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child. To do so we have several mechanisms established at
country/international level: The National High Committee for Childhood in Damascus and the
Committee on the Rights of the Child in Geneva. '

5 Syria is a well-known country with a mosaic of ethnic groups even among Christians, Muslims
and others. A good number of the Kurdish are part of the Syrian society and they are enjoying
their civil, political and economic rights according to the Syrian constitution. Few reached high
level in the Government's hierarchy. A large number have not had Syrian Nationality since
1967 and this is the base of the conflict. UNICEF does not want to get info partisan issues of
particular ethnic groups because this could jeopardize our action in favour of a large number
of children.

6 UNICEF has already raised the issues of Nationality, Registration and Cultural Rights in several
meetings held with Government, and the same questions were asked by the Committee on the
Rights for Children in Geneva on 3 June 2003, during the review of the Syrian report. The
Government position is that Arabic is the Official Language in Syria, according to the National
Constitution, and education is compulsory and free of charge for all the Syrian children,
including Kurdish children.

| am sorry | am unable to help you but do please contact Mr Alami at the UNICEF office in
Damascus if you have any further queries. The address there is:

UNICEF

P.O. Box 9413

Damascus

Syrian Arab Republic

With best wishes,

urs sincerely

David Bull
Executive Director

copy: Mohammed Bendriss Alami (Representative, UNICEF Syria)
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- Kurdistan Border
- Arabian racist belt

- Artificial Borders that divides Kurdistan, against the will of Kurdistani.

AP IPIN L PP CE

: Notice: The Arabian Belt was formed in 1967 by the Syrian racist Arab

B uraisn Cities in Westom Kurdistan. regime, to separate Western Kurdistan from the rest of Kurdistan
geographically. The Arab population was brought from the south of Syria
and settled by the government in the Kurdish land, the land of the Kurdish
farmers were confiscated by the state, and given to the newly arrived Arab
settlers. The Kurdistanis were expelled from their villages which they lived in
for thousands of years. The policy of Arabisation is still being carried out by
the Syrian regime in Western Kurdistan. All the name of Kurdish cities, towns,
villages and even streets were renamed by Arabic names, in order to destroy

the Kurdish identity of the region.
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