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Abstract

Travelers' writings, in particular on the modern history of
the lzidi Kurds, are regarded important historical resources.
What attaches importance to these writings is not only their large
numbers but, also, the variety of different aspects of life that the
content of these resources sheds light on.

From the beginning of the 19" century until the end of the
World Warl, many British travelers visited the lzidi-inhabited
territories in the southern Kurdistan. In their writings, they
provided important information about different aspects of the
Izidis' life. Having had written those books, they brought
historical resources into life which now portray the Izidis'
social, political and economical eventful history at that time.

This study consists of an introduction, a preface and three
chapters plus a conclusion and a set of indexes. In the
introduction, the subject of thesis and its importance have been
defined and highlighted in addition to the evaluation of the most
important resources used in the study. While, the preface deals
briefly with the writings of the British travelers, their objectives
and how they tackled the issue of the Izidis and Izidian.

The first chapter is divided into three sections. Generally, it
tackles the political situations of the lzidi Kurds during the
period that this study is concerned with. In section one, it
becomes clear that the lzidi priests, in addition to religious
obligations, played a vital role in the political affairs of the
principality. Whereas, section two deals with the harsh policy of
the Ottoman Empire and its military campaigns launched against
the lIzidis. While section three talks about the lzidis' relations
with the Kurdish neighboring principalities such as those of
Badinan,Soran and Botan.
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In chapter two, social life has been dealt with based on the
information given by the travelers. Then, some unclear and
mysterious topics ,which the travelers talked about, have been
analyzed and mended relying on some more authenticated
resources. This chapter also entails the lzidis religious beliefs.
Besides, it comprises the peculiarities and the names of the
Izidis villages and tribes. As well, the role of women and social
customs and traditions of the lzidis such as birth, baptism,
circumcision, marriage, death, and costumes have been cast light
on. This chapter, moreover, demonstrates reasons behind the
spread of robbery and plundering, in particular, in Shingal and
resolves social uncivilized charges pressed against the Izidis as
they carried out their religious rituals.

Chapter three, which is the last one, is devoted to the
economic and constructional aspects of the lzidis. In section 1,
the lifestyle in the lzidi-inhabited areas has been discussed and it
becomes evident that the agriculture and the breed of sheep were
the main sources of livelihood. The ottomans' policy of taxation
is also focused on in this section in addition to the deep scars
their military campaigns left on the economy of the lzidis.

Even though the travelers' information were scarce
concerning construction, but the researcher attempted to give a
clear image of the architectural designs the lzidis used in their
areas like buildings, castles, and shrines. This clarifies that the
Izidis had their own style of construction, especially in terms of
building domes and shrines.

Finally, it is worth mentioning that this research ends with a
conclusion, a list of contents and some indexes.



