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Rwanzd in the Past and Present 
 
 
As we gather to celebrate the fifth festival of the day of Rwandz, which is 
the 26th anniversary of the Rwandz’s uprising against the dictatorship of 
the Baath Party on May19,1987, that the people and Government of 
Rwandz made the date as the Day of Rwandz. Serwan Sereni, the District 
Governor of Rwandz, asked me to write a book about the history of 
Rwandz. I first found such commission very difficult since there is dearth 
literature available about Rwandz’s past. With the Governoer’s assis-
tance, I managed in a short time to prepare this book that reflects the cul-
ture and history of Rwandz. Thus, this book speaks about the history of 
cultural, administrative, known figures, leaders and people of Rwandz in 
general. No doubt such attempt is not an easy mission, therefore, I have 
shown that further research is necessary to collect Rwandz’s past. With-
out understanding the past, I would strongly argue, one cannot create fu-
ture. This beautiful city has been the home of many political, social and 
cultural revolutions throughout history. Rwanzd is known not only for her 
attractive mountainous landscapes but also for socio-cultural contribution 
to Kurdish society.  
Rwandz was the capital of the Soran Emirate, which is said to have lasted 
from 1399 to 1835. One the most prominent leaders of the Emirate was 
Mir Muhammed of Rwandz (also known as Pashay Kora “the Blind Pa-
sha”). In the time of the Neo Assyrian Empire, from the 10th to the 7th 
centuries BC, Rwandz was the trading route to Nineveh. Wasta Rejeb 
found the first weapon factory in Rwandz around two hundred yeas ago. 
Various kinds of coin money for the first time in Kurdish history were 
launched in this part of Kurdistan. The very first publishing house was 
established in this city in the first quarter of the last century.       
Finally, this book is not an academic study of the chronological past of 
Rwandz nor a comprehensive picture of her people, but rather an effort to 
lay the ground for future studies in the fields of oral literature, archeol-
ogy, culture, social and political antiquity. By writing “Rwanzd in the 
Past and present” book, I hope I have achieved to shed the light on some 
aspects of Rawandz’s past and present. 
 
 

Hussain Mustafa 
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