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presence.

The last part of this chapter, we have pinpointed
the influence of the methods adopted in
historiography in general which are applied to the
narration of news about Kurds. There is also
reference to the aims of historical narration and its
implications in reporting as well as the position of
Kurdish news according to the method adopted by
the historian
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historical epistemological categorization of nations
and the vision of this knowledge of the historical
experiences of the nations and their historical
efficacy. We have tried, in this part, to highlight the
Kurd's position and point out the historian's
approach to the Kurds' efficacy.

We have investigated into the Kurds as a nation
in the Islamic geography; but from the point of view
of Ibn Khaldoun and his vision towards this nation's
efficacy in the framework of his general outlook to
the efficacy of the nomadic peoples and the theories
he has propounded about these nation with
explications. This part also makes a comparison
between his theories and his own writings about the
Kurdish history and their existence as rulers.

The second part deals with the efficacy of the
Kurdish individual in historical knowledge and the
position held by these individuals in the historical
writing known as "' AL- Tabaqat wal siar". Here, we
have shed light on the general characteristics of the
efficacy and the factors influencing it. This part also
shows the relation between the Kurdish individual to
his ethnic community and the special set for whom
the historian has devoted his book. It deals, however,
with the influence of the methods adopted in such
kind of historiography on the position and location
of the Kurdish individual and his historical

ey



questions.

The last part of this chapter is devoted to the
presence of Kurds in the historical knowledge
prouduced in the relatively long period between the
Seljuk campaigns and the mamluki state. First, we
have treated the arrival of the saljuks, their
influence of Kurds position in the recorded history.
Then, we have referred to the Kurdish jihadi,
personality crystalise by the crusaide and Mongol
attacks. Here we have taken the personality of the
Kurdish leader "salahaddin Ayubid" as an example
of such a personality in the historian's perspective.
Then we have dealt with the influence of this
personality on the historian's attitudes towards
Kurds in that decisive Kurds' presence in the
historical writings of the Mamluk times. Here, we
have referred to the way the historians of that time
dealt with the Kurds.

But the question hare, is whether the existence of
Kurds in history goes hand in hand with their
historical efficacy? What are the limits of this
efficacy at the nations level and at the individual
level? Then, what is the method adopted by the
historian in his exposition of the news about the
Kurds? These questions and others form chapter
three of our study. The first part of this chapter
specifies the Kurdish location in the Islamic



researching into the Kurds special in the historical
knowledge, to reveal the relation between historical
knowledge and political power. In other words, this
chapter attempts to show the relation between
knowledge and power, i.e, how it works on the data
of power by stressing the nature of the existence of
the Kurds in the Islamic history and the history Of
Kurdish authority from the point of view of the
historians vis-a-vis this history and its recording.
Here, we have divided this chapter into three parts
according to its historical existence. The first part is
devoted to the stage in which the Kurds were out of
the central Islamic caliphate state. This stage starts
with the Islamic conquest of Kurdistan and extends
to the times in which Kurds managed to establish
some political entities (princedoms) in their own
lands. In this part, we have attempted to demonstrate
the influence of the central authority on the position
of the historians about the groups living in the
margin. This is why we have shed light on the
historians ideological working in dealing with the
news about the Kurds (ignoring news about Kurds),
but what might be the reason this ignorance? What
should the historians have paid more attention to?
How might they have drawn the picture of the Kurds
pictures? Through analysis of the news recorded by
historians, we have tried to answer these and other
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framework of (we + the others) dialectics which
prevailed the relation between such cultures. Then
we have dealt with the Kurdish stances towards the
fabricated origins about their origin.

The third part treats of the nature of the Kurds
and how they have been envisaged in the historical
knowledge and other sorts of knowledge. Here, we
have tried to analyze the social data contained in the
history books and we have specified some Islamic
knowledge — related works which they have
practiced to delimit the nature of Kurds and their
behavior. Then, we have presented some
information about the clashes structure of the Kurds
with reference to the comparison between Kurds and
(Arabs) in historical thought in addition to the effect
of the nature of Kurdistan on the physical and
psychological structure of the Kurds. This is
followed by the effect of all these things on the
categorization of Kurds with the nomads. We have
also talked about '"highway-" phenomenon
practiced by the Kurds which the historians have
referred to and explicated. Then, we have referred to
some other characteristics of Kurds such as bravery,
superiority of desires and instincts over the Kurdish
personality and mental weakness, as pointed out by
the historians and Islamic philosophers.

The second chapter attempts, through
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focusing on such knowledge and some of its
developments in addition to the themes dominating
historiography and their effects on the Islamic
historical thought.

The first chapter of the thesis is devoted to the
image of the “Kurds” in the Islamic historical
knowledge and how to identify this knowledge with
“Kurds”. The chapter is made up of three parts. Part
one is about the process of identification and
labelling in the Arab Islamic historical contexts and
the attempts made by historical knowledge to
conceive and control the word “Kurd” in terms of its
linguistic and expressive meaning. Then we have
treated the renaming of the Kurdish towns and
regions to suit the Arabic language and its
peculiarities. We have also shed light on the absence
of a comprehensive label for the Kurds; lands
(Kurdistan) in the historical knowledge that existed
in the Arabic language.

In the second part, we have studied the origin of
the Kurds from an Islamic ethnic perspective. Here,
we can also be informed about the motives that lead
to the ascription of Kurds, origins to other ethnic
origins such as Arabs and Persians. Thus we specify
the factors that made the ethnic and clannish
cultures become interested in the origin of the Kurds
and make up a number of superstitious stories in the
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relevant to the position he holds in the
modernization of the Islamic historical knowledge
and theorizing the history itself. Moreover, covering
this long period time is attributed to the fact that this
study is not designed to be traditionally narrative,
rather it aims to investigate into the theses and to
prove how such theses as the origin of the Kurds,
their political positions and historical influence...etc
have been dealt with. If we had not specified that
long period of time for the study, we would not have
been able to see a clear image of the Kurds and
specify the working method followed by the Islamic
historical approach. This is because one of the
characteristics of a long historical period is the close
observation of the history — producing mind and the
visions produced about a specific thesis.

Thus, in order to see the entire historical works of
that long period of time, we depend, first on the
studies carried out about Kurdish history in that
period, second, we attempt to centralize the “Kurds”
and make them the point in which we can interrelate
the approaches and attitudes of the historians.

Generally, the study is closed of a preliminary and
three main chapters:

In the preliminary, we have attempted a
demonstration of the nature of Islamic historical
knowledge by emphasizing the motives behind
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Thus, this study represents an attempt to highlight
the Islamic historical knowledge to historical
realities through the coverage of Kurds by this
knowledge. It also aims to essentially deconstruct the
historical discourse through its treatment of Kurds.
The importance of this prices, however, lies in the
fact that the Kurds then were part of the marginal
for as against a centre from which the historical
discourse would emerge.

The choice of the subject stems from the fact that
it has not received adequate scientific research. In
most of the researches carried out on the Kurds of
the Islamic classical era, the focus is much more on
the events and historical facts; they have been
written according to the structure of the study, but
they less touch upon what lies beyond the classical
historical writings , i.e the historian, his thought and
the limits of this thought. Usually, in the
introduction to their studies, they refer to historians
and their books, an act more representing
intellection and definition rather than any thing
else.

As for the period that this study covers, it starts
with the in ception of the Islamic historical
knowledge and ends with the historian and thinker,
Adulrahman Ibn Khaldun. The choice of this
thinker as representing the end of the period is
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the ethnic group.
No doubt, throughout the historical times, an
image of the Kurds has been formulated in the
Islamic arena; historical knowledge, however, has
left the image for us through recounting and the
various methods of historiography. Obviously, the
recognition of this image at this time is not easy and
in order to see all its dimensions, we should carry
out a lot of excavations and deconstruction so that
we can perceive the lower layers of this accumulated
historical knowledge, then analyse and criticize it
without hoping that this process of excavation and
deconstruction would bring us an authentic and
realistic image of the Kurds as the historians, is
related to their own vision and the attitude they
believed in. Therefore every excavation and
deconstruction should not be anything apart from
arriving at this vision and such attitudes. We cannot
expect to see realistic images from written texts.
Hereupon, this study is not designed to expose the
reality and truthfulness of historical events; rather it
aims to show the way the historians revolve around
these two concepts. The central goal of this study is
to analyse the news and the versions to become
familiar with the aims that lie beyond their
narration, and then to criticize the mind that
recorded and wrote the news.

Yo.



Abstract

Kurds in the Islamic historical knowledge
(An analytical — critical study)

Historical knowledge formed a salient part of the
Islamic Arab culture in the Islamic times. This
knowledge was expressive of an elite Islamic outlook
in dealing with man’s past and his history; a sort of
dealing that would at least contain the history of the
entire peoples and nations affiliated with the
“Islamic bloc”. Here, the historian should have, if
we start with the religious texts, established all the
differences in that bloc which he would write about.
So that we can perceive the way the historian
deals with the differences and the historical
knowledge of such differences, we shall take
“Kurds” as an independent historical unit out of the
knowledge and carry out a study about the position
of this people from the point of view of the Islamic
historians. Thus, this study will encompass a process
for envisaging the ethnic groups (here, being Kurds)
by the historians and the margin specified by the
historian for the existence and historical efficacy of
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