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KURDISTAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

We, the Kurdistan National Congress, are an
umbrella organisation above party lines working in
diplomatic ways to creat€eURDISH UNITY and to
put the case of alNDEPENDENT KURDISTAN in
the agenda of the great powers and the international
organisations and do away with the unfair and artificial
borders that cut Kurdistan into five pieces (since the
First World War).

Kurdistan National Congresswas established (14
April 1985) and had four General Meetings in Paris
and London in 1989, 1991, 1996 and 1998. every
time hundreds of the Kurdish politicians, scientists,
writers, poets and Kurdish parties representatives
attended the KNC conferences from all parts of
Kurdistan. KNC conferences received thousands of
messages and supports from all over the world.

KNC is unique, because Kurdish organisations and
individuals from all parts of Kurdistan and from left to
right ideologies and levels have one aim to create a
Kurdish state and to protect the unity, peace and
settlement between the Kurds.

We invite the Kurdish nation and all Kurdish people
friends to participate with the KNC and its organisations
to serve theUNITY, PEACE and theKURDISH
NATIONAL SECURITY interests, which are much
more important than any individual, tribal, region's,
organisation's and party's interests.

- Vio



10 Augustus 1920 - TREATY OF SEVRES
SECTION IIl - KURDISTAN - Article 62

A Commission sitting in Constantinople and
composed of three members appointed by the British,
French and Italian Governments respectively shall draft
within six months from the coming into force of the
present Treaty a scheme of local autonomy for the
predominantly Kurdish areas lying east of the Euphrates,
south of the southern boundary of Armenia as it may
be hereafter determined, and north of the frontier of
Turkey with Syria and Mesopotamia, as defined in
Article 27,11 (2) and (3).

If unanimity cannot be secured on any question, it
will be referred by the members of the Commission to
their respective Governments. The scheme shall contain
full safe guards for the protection of the Assyro-
Chaldeans and other racial or religious minorities within
these areas, and with this object a Commission
composed of British, French, Italian and Kurdish
representatives shall visit the spot to examine and decide
what rectifications, if any should be made in the Turkish
frontier where, under the provisions of the present
Treaty, that frontier coincides with that of Persia.
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Article 63

The Turkish Government hereby agrees to accept
and execute the decisions of both the Commissions
mentioned in Article 62 within three months from their
communication to the said Government.

Article 64

If within one year from the coming into force of
the present Treaty the Kurdish people within the areas
defined in Article 62 shall address themselves to the
Council oft League of Nations in such a manner as to
show that a majority of the population of these areas
desires independence from Turkey, and if the Council
then considers that these peoples are capable of such
independence and recommends that it should be granted
to them, Turkey herby agrees to execute such a
recommendation, and to renounce all rights and title
over these areas.

The detailed provisions for such renunciation will
form the subjekt of a separate agreement between the
Principal Allied Powers and Turkey.

If and when such renunciation takes place, no
objection will be raisen by the Principal Allied Powers
to the voluntary adhesion to such bBrdependent
Kurdish State of the Kurds inhabiting that part of
Kurdistan which has hitherto been included in Mosul
vilayet.
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The historical Kurdish leader Mustafa Barzani
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The Daily Express 17-12-2002

I won’t stop terror,

By Alison Little
and Richard Palmer

FURIOUS protests engulfed Tony Blair
am_,...:_mhu after Syria's President
shar Assad brushed aside Britain's
calls to rein in Pulestinian lerror groups
operating in his country.

Assad, who met the Prime Minister in
Downing Street during a controversial
four-day visit to Britain, Insisted that
Palestinian militants in his country were
Just “press officers,”

He also praised _EJ,_. “co-operation”
over weapons inspections and said he
was “optimistic” war could be averted,

The meeting went ahead to the anger
of hundreds of demonstrators who m_._
ered in Whitehall Lo protest against Mr
Blair's red-carpet treatment for a leader
of a country said by the US to be one of
the world's maln sponsors of terrorism,

Protesters r-:a.a ots and pans,
shouted “terrorist” and threw eggs at
the Syrian president’s car as he and his
wife arrived in Downing Street, They
narrowly missed it, splattering by-
standers Instead.

British Jewish testers, waving
banners declaring “Blair: Don't take tea

WELCOME: Assad and his British-born wife Asma with Blalr at No 10 yesterday

with terrorists” and “Don't send our
troops to Aght abroad when you enter-
tain terrorists at home,” criticised
Syria’s appalling human rights record
and ruthless suppression of the re-
gime's internal opponents.

They also denounced Assad’s m:w.uaz
for Islamic militant Mazn— such as
Hezbollah, Hamas and Islamic Jihad,
accusing him of allowing Palestinian ter-
rorists to plot against Israeli clvilians in

i

the safety of his capital Damascus, Eric
Moonman, the former Labour MP wha is
president of the Zionist Federation, said:
“To entertain the leader of a terrorist
state sends out a terrible message when
the British public is being asked to be
vigilant In the face of a possible terrorist

attack by Al Qaeda.”

Gill Yoshpe, an Israeli living in North
London, said: “Britain s figh terror-
ism while Blair is having tea with one of

the biggest terrorists in the world, He is
the Nol terrorist, perhaps only behind
Bin Laden.”

Those protests were echoed by Syrian
Kurds who have fled state vepression in
thelr homeland. They called for Britain
to put pressure on Assad to stop the
abuse and allow their people basic
human rights,

Jawad Mella, president of the Kurd-
Istan National Congress, sald: “We are
here to call for our own state and to con-
demn Syria's treatment of us,”

Yards away but separated u% 8 wo:nn
cordon and barriers, pro-Assad activists
staged a counter-demonstration, shout-
ing their support for the reforms the
ni___ae; is making in his country and

is condemnation of war on Iraq.

Downing Street insisted the meeting
was mainly to discuss Iraq but ministers
sald Mr Blair was determined to raise
the issue of militant groups such as
Hamas and Islamic Jihad which have
offices in Syria.

Assad told reporters: “Of course we
don't have aﬂg_:moﬁ in Syria .omw
porting terro -:._.io__nﬁﬂﬁa -
cers, They .ﬂﬂnﬂ:g ns living
in Syria and living in Palestine.”

Assad warns Blair
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KNC received hundreds of cooperation and support letters from many
presidents, prime Ministers and Kings from all over the world, the
following letter from Mr Tony Blair, the Prime Minister of the UK:

LONDON SW1A 2AA

From the Direct Communications Unit 23 December 2002

Mr Jawad Mella

Western Kurdistan Association
Palingswick House

241 King Street

London

W6 9LP

Dear Mr Mella
The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for your recent
letter and to tell you that the views you expressed have heen

carefully noted.

Yours sincerely

S KHANAM

SAN -



The Kurdish delegations met Mt Nayna the UN epresentative in London, and
gave him the KNC application forthe Kurdish membership in theUnited Nations

(from the left) The famous Kurdish singerNewroz, Eng. GhiyathAhmed,
Mr. Jawad Mella and Lord Hylton who stressed again: ‘This is the bagst
minimum that the United Nations should do forthe Kurdish people’.
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Mr. Ghassan Karian, Mayerof Hammersmith and Fulham Opened the KNC
conference (UK Branch) on 24-8-2002, MrKarian appear with his official
necklace among some of the members.

Mr. Jawad Mella with the Kurdish traditional dr esses and MrSherko Zen
Aloush, carrying the Kurdistan National Flag when Mr. Mella handed the
Kurdish people’s memorandum to Mr. Tony Blair during the Kurdish
demonstration front of 10 Downing Steet on 16 Decembe?002.
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A photo during the 4th Kurdistan National Congress on 10 Octobet998,
(from the left) Mr. Jeremy Corbyn Member of British Parliament, Prof. Jamal

RashidAhmed, Mr. Jawad Mella president of KNC and Mr. Sirwan Kavose,
KNC Media office.

The German ChancellorGerhard Schroder and the Kurdish patriotic Mr .
Jalal Barzani who sends many letters and Memorandums to the UN and to
many officials all overthe world about the Kurdish people.
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A photo during the 4th Kurdistan National Congress on 10 Octobet998, shows some of the péeipants.



(from the left) Mr. Bruska Ibrahim the foreign office of KNC, Mr. Ali Ghazi
(son of Qazi Mohamed pesident of Kurdistan Republic in 1946), Mr
Abdulmalik Frat (Grandson of Sheik Saeed Piran, leadeof the Kurdish
revolution in 1925) and Mt Jawad Mella president of KNC.

Mr. William Morris organised many meetings about the poblems of the Middle
East and always Mr Jawad Mella attended as a Kurdish epresentative, this photo
one of them, shows manjrab Ambassadors, British MPs and Lords. Mr Mella
told Mr. Michael Howard MP, that Britain is r esponsible on the division of
Kurdistan, and should Britain r eturn Kurdistan fr ee and united again, Mr
Howard answered: give me the powenf 70 years ago | will do it foryou.
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The Kurdistan National Flag

Kurdistan Map (pr oduced by Khoybun paty in 1945)
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and the
Kurdish
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Tragedy of the Kurds by
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Barzani, Kissinger
And the Kurdish State

A historic preview

Before getting to the point of this foreword I would
like to mention a short historical background. After the
Ottoman Empire was defeated at the end of World
War I, the British and French winners acquired the
right to divide and share the previous possessions of
the losers such as the Turks and Germans. Kurdistan
was a part of the Ottoman Empire, and as according to
several treaties and agreements such as Sykes-Picot,
Lausanne and Saint Remo, the Arabs were divided into
several states, the Kurdish homeland, Kurdistan, was
divided into parts, but without forming any Kurdish
states. Parts of Kurdistan were awarded as an
international colony to such artificially created states
as Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria, and to the previous
Soviet Union as presents. Not even one inch of
Kurdistan was left under Kurdish administration. All
this was carried out in such an evil and disgraceful
manner that no other people previously had been
subjected to such an unjust division. The situation
became even more complicated as since then i.e.
during the cold war and prior to it; the loyalties of
those states sharing Kurdistan were divided between
those friendly to the United States of America and
those against her. As the world itself since was
divided in such manner, and the states occupying
Kurdistan were of both kinds, the whole world ended
up against the establishment of a Kurdish independent
state in order to satisfy those occupiers of Kurdistan
one way or the other.



International politics

The Kurdish cause during the past hundred years has
passed various stages of difficulties, depending on the
international circumstances or the level of efficiency
of the Kurdish leadership. However, the Kurdish
people in those years did not have the national
awakening, so while the Kurds were fighting and
showing their defiance, offering huge sacrifices in
order to carry out the will of the leaders or the
international and regional politics. We find that as
soon as the leader of that particular revolution is
martyred or imprisoned, or decided to stop leading the
revolution, it is inevitable that what follows is the
collapse of the revolution until some other leader
comes and declares a new revolution. Thus because of
lacking prior planning and a clear programming from
the start, the revolution remained as something
depending on chaotic circumstances.

Kurdish politics

The Kurdish people are courageous, generous people,
who are capable of unlimited sacrifices, but they have
not put these good attributes into a national frame
considering the highest national interest and national
security of the Kurdish nation. Had they put those
aims into their prospective, they would have set a
program to end the persecution, extermination and
displacement imposed to the Kurdish people for ages.
The fulfilment of these aims has to be by establishing
an independent Kurdish state, and such Kurdish state
will not be reached by carrying arms against the
occupiers as a reaction to their killing, burning and
distraction policies, and cooling down or stopping the
revolution whenever, for some reasons, the occupiers
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stop their actions. The Kurdish people have not yet
started carrying the full national responsibility to plan
for the establishment of the independent state of
Kurdistan.

The objective

Our homeland Kurdistan has a civilisation going back
to thousands of years. It is rich with resources and
minerals as well as its strategic position. These
characteristics made Kurdistan a target for regional
and international ambitions. Every Kurd should have
his own share of this homeland. No one should have
larger or smaller share. Every Kurd is for the
homeland Kurdistan and the homeland is for every
Kurd. A Kurd should not decline his share and part of
the homeland, and not to let others think for him in
finding solutions for Kurdistan's future. It is time that
Kurds have their say in what is right for Kurdistan in
its future to emphasize their position in the world as a
people with 40 million population still seeking
national independence and getting rid of colonialism
and partition, and make it clear that we are not a
minority that lives in states here and there begging for
miser rights.

Psychological war

It is only because of the constant psychological war
declared on the Kurdish people by states and regimes
that occupy Kurdistan that since the World Word 11,
the Kurds are just asking for such miser rights. Those
regimes try their best to deform the Kurdish identity
and break their will by turning them into week and
wobbly personalities with no willpower in all aspects.
That is why some Kurdish organisations and
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personalities came to the point that they mock the

word independence and any mention of a Kurdish

State.

[ stress that the powers that occupied Kurdistan had

succeeded largely in their psychological warfare

against the Kurdish people. In order to explain this [

would like to bring sum examples:

1-The Kurdish Prince Badirkhan Pasha defeated the
Ottoman Empire militarily 150 years ago and
gained the independence for his state for more
than ten years, and issued Kurdish currency.
Also Prince Muhammad Al-Rawandozi who
established a factory to produce Kurdish
cannons. And the King of Kurdistan Sheikh
Mahmood Al-Hafeed who declared the
Kurdistan kingdom under the bombing by
British planes. All this and today we are under
the protection of the British and American
planes without having been able to declare
such a state as Sheikh Mahmood did in the
beginning of the last century or issue Kurdish
currency, or produce cannons as our ancestors
did centuries ago.

2-In 1912 a Turkish military division kidnapped
Prince Abdulrazzaq Badirkhan from the
town of Tabriz, which is situated in Iran. He
was taken as a prisoner to Turkey, which was
the Ottoman Empire at the time. As soon as
the renowned Kurdish leader Ismail Agha
Shikak heard this news, he rose to the rescue
of the Kurdish prince, although he was not
related to him in any way, tribally, regionally
or politically. Simko Agha, as he was
popularly called, was not a head of state but he
was a tribal leader whose tribe Shikak,
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compared with other Kurdish tribes may not
have been among the biggest, however, the
national duty pushed him to enter Turkey
leading a force of heroic Shikaki musketeers to
challenge the Ottoman Empire and ambush the
Turkish force, which surrendered. Simko
Agha was about to kill all the members of the
Turkish force, if it was not for the intervention
by Prince Abdulrazzaq himself who asked him
not to do so. The prince was returned to Tabriz
safe and free. This incident has been
documented in the tsarian Russia's documents
released recently. After one hundred years
from that we see that the Turks carried out a
similar operation against the leader of the
Kurdistan Workers Party, Mr Abdullah
Ocallan, however instead of trying to free
Ocallan, the Kurds torched themselves.

3-The founder of the Kurdish diplomacy, General
Sharif Pasha who was the only Kurd in
Europe a hundred years ago, managed to use
his high ranked diplomacy to convince the
peace conference of 1919 in Paris, by writing
his famous memorandum accompanied by the
flag and map of greater Kurdistan. His
diplomatic actions lead the allied forces to sign
the famous international treaty "Sevres Treaty”
in 1920, which stated clearly the right for the
Kurdish people to establish their own
independent state. Now there are more than
one million Kurds in Europe, but have not

managed anything like what was managed by
General Sherif Pasha.



Barzani and nationalist ideas

Thus if we want our state we have to identify the
enemies of the Kurdish people. In addition, they are
those who occupy any part of Kurdistan, however little
that part. This way we can also identify the friends of
Kurdish people as those who are outside this circle.
We have also to prepare professional nationalist force
inside Kurdistan, and a Kurdish lobby internationally
to support the independence of Kurdistan. However,
the most important thing is to forbid killing any Kurd
by making it the basic principle as a sin that could not
be forgiven and to punish anyone who carries it out no
matter how long the time passes. Another point is the
respect for free speech. All these things are part of the
national security of the Kurds and the nationalistic
ideology of the Kurds established by all ancient
writers and thinkers, first of whom was the famous
philosopher Ahmad Khani, and all the Kurdish
leaders who practised the Kurdish ideology in their
everyday life. There was a wonderful and true
patriotic respect between them, such as between the
two glorious leaders, the martyr Qazi Muhammad
and Sheikh Mahmood Hafeed. Also as between the
Barzani sheikhs and Nehri sheikhs. Moreover, the
national congress held by Sheikh Ubaidullah Nehri,
and Khoebun party that was established after a
general conference between all Kurdistan personalities
and organisations. This was a background for the two
parties J K. and KAJYK. KAJYK put the nationalist
ideology into its philosophical frame. Although these
organisations are no longer active, their ideological
momentum is still there and strong. Because they
were expressing the things that are in conscience and
soul of the Kurdish people. [ would like here to
mention what the deceased leader Mella Mustafa
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Barzani said when he received a complaint against the
martyr Fatah Agha, commander of Khabat forces
(with about 6000 Kurdish freedom fighters, it was one
of the main military divisions of the Kurdish
Revolution 1961-1975) that Fatah Agha and the
leadership of Khabat forces have turned all their
members into KAJYK. Barzani asked the complainer
about what KAJYK is. He answered that: "KAJYK
is aiming to unite all parts of Kurdistan and establish a
Kurdish state”. Barzani said: "How many are in the
leadership of Khabat forces". He was told: "Six."
Barzani said: "From now on make them seven.” When
asked who would be the seventh, he said:"Put down
my name with them, because what is better than
uniting Kurdistan and having our own state? This
was the way the glorious Barzani was responding to
those sick people with bad intentions trying to smear
the symbols of faithfulness to the nationalist ideology.
1t is worth to mention that during a half century of its
activities never happened that KAJYK collaborated
with any occupying countries of Kurdistan. I was
honoured to be a member of KAJYK until its
activities were frozen in 1975, but today the ideology
of KAJYK much stronger than before in the Kurdish
community.

Barzani was a national umbrella

Glorious Barzani was as a personality acting as a
nationalist umbrella covering the Kurdish people from
all parts, and all ideologies and political currents. This
1 felt and saw when I met Barzani himself on several
occasions in the beginning of seventies. However, the
Kurdish liberation movement since glorious Barzani
lost its unity and dispersed into many parties and
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power centres with no cooperation and fighting
sometimes. When I was in southern Kurdistan in
1982-1984, as a member of the political bureau of
PASOK party, and member of leadership of the JUD
Front, and when I arrived in Europe I became
convinced that it is impossible to put all the Kurdish
people into one party and no party could be ignored.
That is why there was the idea for a new nationalist
umbrella organisation. In 1985, I established the
Kurdistan National Congress to unify the Kurdish
powers, with only one condition to join which is
belief and action for an independent Kurdish state.
The KNC has a characteristic of being managed and
led by free independent patriotic persons. Thus, it is
completely forbidden that any particular party might
control the KNC, especially when there is animosity
between that party and other parties. As such a
Congress would inevitably fail because it would turn
into a party institution and not a national congress.
However, the Kurdistan parties would maintain their
role and status in the congress according to the
constitution, which was published as a book by the
KNC along with several other books such as my
book:” Kurdistan and Kurds, a divided homeland
and a nation with no state” And the books of the
founder of the Kurdish nationalist ideology Dr. Jemal
Nebez such as: "National Ideology" and "The Identity
and the Cause of the Kurdish Nation", and also the
book "Modernisation and Liberation” by Sheikh
Omar Gharib who explains Islam in a Kurdish way,
saying among other things: "it is not allowed to pray in
an occupied land as Kurdistan". And several other
valuable books printed by the KNC or soon to be
printed to become textbooks in institutions for
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nationalist cadres to be opened in all European
countries.

The Kurdish situation unbearable

The Western Kurdistan Association in London is
one of the organisations members of the KNC. It
produced a number of Kurdish films. One of those
was "Asylum" in cooperation with a British company
about the situation of Kurdish refugees in Europe. The
director of the film, Mr Nigel Barker, asked me:” Can
you describe a Kurdish refugee?" I told him: "Here in
Europe there are refugees from all over the world all
of whom have their passports with their nationality
indicated in them, except for the Kurds who had no
Kurdish passports and no independent state. Even
dogs and cats in Britain have necklaces indicating their
kind, but the Kurdish people with population of 40
million have no document stating that they are Kurds.
Therefore, we Kurds have not reached the status of
dogs and cats in your country." Mr Nigel was
impressed with this and said: "It is a wonderful image,
and I will use it in the film, because it would raise the
feelings of the Europeans in favour of the Kurdistan
cause." The film will be shown soon on the British TV
and European and other international movie festivals.

I did not hesitate to say the above regarding Kurdish
refugees because the Arabisation, Turkisation and
Iranisation, as well as actions such as burning 380
Kurdish children in Amouda city and killing Kurdish
people of Halabja city, using chemicals used to
exterminate rats. In addition, destroying Kurdish
villages while displacing their population to no
particular place are all methods, which are no longer
used even against wild or domesticated animals. 1
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have contacted animal rights organisations in Europe
several times to mention that Kurds as humans are
facing extermination as many animal species. I was
told that is right, however, we are specialised in
defending animals only. I would say which one is
more important and they answer of course the human
being but we defend the animals because they have no
tongues to defend themselves and express their
suffering. Thank God, we are humans and have
tongues to express our tragedy and demand our
Kurdish state. I am sure if 40 million Kurds they say
what is in their mind it would be enough to gain our
independence. At the same time we need the great
powers in the world to support our demand.

The Kurdistan National Congress: Why?
This is what the KNC is aiming for to find a common
language in expressing the aspirations of the Kurds
and Kurdistan. The events after the September 11
catastrophe are accelerating, and the Kurdish people
have the chance because the USA are determined to
strike at the axis of evil represented by Iraq, Syria and
Iran. Recently Turkey has been partially isolated from
the American plans and little by little approaching the
axis of evil. Therefore, it is time that the Kurds stand
in one front and show the Americans that they are an
axis of good. Moreover, the axis of evil has been
using the resources of Kurdistan to empower
themselves, so, the best way to weaken them is by
establishing the greater Kurdistan state and to separate
the resources of Kurdistan from the axis of evil, the
occupiers of Kurdistan.
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In these circumstances, I would expect that soon

America and the UN would ask the Kurdish people the

following questions:

1-What do you want? The answers will come in
dozens of forms, starting by democratic rights
or cultural rights, or social rights, to
decentralisation or autonomy, or federalism, or
co federalism, up to a Kurdish state. Some
would say that the countries occupying
Kurdistan are artificial states and aggressors,
others would regard those aggressors as
brothers of the Kurdish people and the
problems between them are merely internal,
therefore those stand against any foreign
intervention.

2-Who is your leader? There would be a long list of
names.

3-What are the colours of your flag? There would
be several flags. Some saying it is the same
historical flag used by General Sharif Pasha,
General Ihsan Noori, Prince Jaladat Badirkhan
and Qazi Muhammad. This is the same flag
used by Mr Masood Barzani in the Kurdistan
parliament and all over Kurdistan. However,
some would use it without a sun in the middle
or put a red star instead. There are also some
who put a sickle and a hammer as the
Kurdistan flag.

4-What are the geographical features of
Kurdistan? There are different maps such as
the one issued by the Kurdish Institution in
Paris or Kurdish Institution in Berlin, or
geographers in other countries who published
dozens of maps. Unfortunately, none of them
is like the other as some of them make
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Kurdistan very small and others make it big
elc.

5-What is the population of the Kurds? Some
would say 25 millions or 30, or 40 millions and
others like Mr Bashir Mushir would say the
number of Kurds is 80 millions and if you do
not believe me go and count them!

6-What is the Kurdish Anthem? Itis ‘Ay Raqib’ but
every Kurdish TV they display many other
Kurdish Anthems than Ay Raqib!

Thus, such kind of things cannot be settled without
a national organisation such as the KNC to re-
establish the national umbrella that covers the
entire Kurdish people, so that the Kurdish people
would have a central point of reference.

We should have one program and one political
language to communicate with the international
community. We should carry out a general
referendum under the monitoring of the UN. In
order to get our state, we have to prepare for it by
forming a government in exile to represent 40
million Kurds and use the opportunity to move into
Kurdistan. The intended government in exile would
not contradict the government in Southern Kurdistan
but a complementary one. We are also working
towards convincing the UN that the Kurds should have
representatives as monitors such as the Palestinian
people and Polisario who also have no state. Up to
now, the members of the UN rely on the enemies of
the Kurdish people, Syria, Iraq, Iran and Turkey to
give them information regarding the Kurds, which is
an unnatural situation.
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There is nothing impossible

Certainly, no one thinks that Turkey, Iraq, Syria and
Iran are stronger and larger than the Soviet Union, and
it is time that they should be abolished, and by
establishing a Kurdish state, they would return to their
normal sizes.

Using dialogue, diplomacy, unity of the Kurds and
international law we shall gain our independence.
This is easier than making the occupiers of Kurdistan
democratic states.

Congratulation to the Kurdish agreement
What is giving optimism is the relief of the tension
between the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan and the
Kurdistan Democratic Party, and the united meeting
of the Kurdistan Parliament, which gives us a hope to
take advantage from the international situation. 1
congratulated the united Parliament in my interview
with Al-Jazeera satellite TV on 2/10/02, when I
asked to add to the unity of Parliament the unity of the
armed forces by creating a national Kurdistan army. [
agree with Mr Jalal Talabani when he said: "If the
Iraqis or others come to Kurdistan for trading or
visiting we welcome them, but for occupation we
don't". Moreover, with Mr Masod Barzani saying:
"If the Turkish army enters Kurdistan, we would turn
Kurdistan into a graveyard for the Turks". QOur
independence is bound to our unity.

I would like to send best congratulations to all Kurdish
people for two important historical events that
constitute an encouraging beginning to establish a
Kurdistan state. First of those is the proximity of
mercy killing of what is left from the Iraqi authority in
Kurdistan, which had been effectively nonexistent
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since 1991. However, this time it will be forever as
the coming American strike would coincide with the
meeting of the united Kurdistan Parliament on
4/10/2002. The most important thing in this historical
meeting was its holding under the sacred flag of
Kurdistan for the first time, so many congratulations.

Activities of the KNC

For that reason the Kurdistan National Congress is
intensifying activities and communications in these
sensitive circumstances to follow the events and latest
developments. To contact all major powers in the
world, governments, organisations and personalities as
well as holding meetings, conferences, seminars and
interviews on radios and TVs. On 24/8/2002, the
KNC organised an exceptional conference of its UK
branch. The conference received hundreds of letters of
support and congratulations, among which, from such
personalities as the symbol figure of liberty in the
world Mr Nelson Mandela, and from the head of
British government Mr Tony Blair. Mr Ghassan
Karian, the Mayor of Hammersmith & Fulham
(where the conference was held), officially opened the
conference. Dr Jemal Nebez and Eng. Bruska
Ibrahim attended the conference from Germany, and
Dr Abdulrazaq Nimatullah from Italy, there were
also representatives of many parties and organisations
among them Mrs Bayan Salih representing the
Kurdistan Democratic Party, Mr Muhammad
Qaradaghi representing the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, and Mr Abbas Rostam representing the
Communist Party of Kurdistan. In addition, the
committees of the KNC organised four public
meetings during one week and participated in a fifth
meeting organised by Mr. Jalal Barzani for Dr.
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Jemal Nebez in the city of Hannover in Germany on
22/9. The other four were in the city of Dortmund in
Germany organised by Mr. Risgar Kasem and Mr.
Marwan Ali on 23/9, in the city of Mannheim in
Germany organised by Eng. Swara Arif and Dr.
Shirwan Mohidien on 25/9, in the city of Zurich in
Switzerland organised by Mr. Hamid Suri and Dr.
Fauzi Kaddur on 27/9 and in the city of Milan in Italy
organised by Dr. Carlo Boldrini and Dr. Azzat
Saydo on 28/9. I also had two interviews on the
Kurdish Radios in Hanover and Zurich.

Application for membership of Kurdish
people in UN

In 1982 while I was a Peshmarga in Qandil Mountains
and during 40 years of struggle for the independence
of Kurdistan, I met the Kurdish people from all parts
of Kurdistan and all sorts of life. I found that they all
carry a sacred love for the Kurdistan flag. That is why
when I came to Europe I decided to raise the Kurdistan
flag on all occasions in order to emphasise the unity of
the Kurds. Thus I raised the flag for two months in
front of the American embassy during the millions
exodus of the Kurdish people in 1991. I also raised it
in all Kurdish and not Kurdish conferences I
participated in Libya, Europe or America, as well as
on Al-Jazeera satellite TV and other occasions.

In order to raise the Kurdistan flag on the building of
the UN, I submitted my suggestion to the KNC also
for gathering signatures from Kurdistan and friendly
foreign personalities and parties. Up to now, we have
received thousand of signatures from the Kurdish
people and their friends from all parts of Kurdistan and
from all over the world, as Lord Hylton, Lord Nazir

17



Ahmed and Baroness Cox members of House of
Lords in Britain, Senator Arrigo Boldrini member
of the Italian Congress, Senator Bob Filner
member of the American Congress, demanding a
Kurdish representative in the UN, Lord Hylton wrote
on this matter to UN: ‘This is the barest minimum that
the United Nations should do for the Kurdish people’.
On 26/11/2002 the KNC’s delegation, the KNC
president Jawad Mella, Dr Tarig Pasha Amadi
“former Principal of Sulaymai University”, Mrs
Homa “Women Union”, Eng. Ghiyath Ahmed
“Engineers Union”, Dr. Muhamad Shaida “Kurdish
broadcaster of Cairo Radio in 1957, and Dr. Rebwar
Fatah “director of Kurdish Media” met the United
Nation Administrative Assistant in London Mr. Berty
Louise Nayna and we presented the Kurdish File and
the first group of signatures to Mr. Nayna who told us
that he will send our file to Mr. Annan directly with
the UN special diplomatic briefcase on 3/12/2002.
Anyone who wishes to receive the letter addressed to
Mr Kofi Annan, the General Secretary of the UN in
order to sign it, can print it from the internet from our
website on www.knc.org.uk, or from offices of the
KNC all over the world. And return it to us after
signing.

How Southern Kurdistan was attached to
Iraqi State?

The stage covered by the writing of the US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger is part of that
era and namely the time of September Revolution
1961-1975 under the leadership of Mella Mustapha
Barzani in Southern Kurdistan.
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Southern Kurdistan was annexed to the Iraqi state after
bloody battles between the British forces and Iraqi
forces on the one hand and the Kurdish forces led by
the King of Kurdistan Sheikh Mahmood Al-Hafid,
who was injured in one of those battles and captured.
He was then exiled to India, while Iraq itself had no
king and the British were forced to bring a prince from
Hijaz, Prince Faisal Bin Sharif Hussein, and appoint
him as a King in Iraq and that part of Kurdistan.

Since 1918, the allied forces had admitted the national
aspirations of those minorities of Ottoman Empire as
they were mentioned in President Wilson's peace
program: "The non-Turkish minorities within the
Ottoman Empire should be given a real opportunity to
practise their own independence away from any
intervention or influence.” Also the article 22 of the
League of Nations states: "The method to achieve
these principles is through creating the mandate
system.” Those directions in addition to efforts from
General Sharif Pasha resulted in Sevres Treaty,
which was enforced on the Ottoman Sultan in 1920 to
recognise a Kurdish state. However, Mustafa Kamal
managed in 1923 to use his manoeuvres and deception
to replace the Sevres Treaty with Lausanne Treaty,
which did not mention anything about a Kurdish state.
But the Mosul Wilayet was not included in this treaty
and was left to negotiations between Turkey and
Britain as the country with the mandate on Iraq, to
decide its fate. Those negotiations failed to get a result
and the case of Mosul Wilayet was referred back to the
League of Nations, which in turn gave it to Iraq on the
following condition:

"The rights of Kurds should be considered to appoint
administrators of Kurdish ethnicity to manage the
affairs of their country and carrying out judicial affairs
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and education in schools, and Kurdish language should
be an official language."”

In 1931 when Iraq was trying to join the League of
Nations, and to show good intentions, a law was
introduced regarding the local languages. In 1932
after the end of the British mandate and acceptance of
Iraqg as a member of the League of Nations, Iraq
announced these principles again in an official
statement, which was given the power of constitution
and forwarded to the League of Nations to be
considered as an international document.

Perhaps one of the most important documents of that
era was the joined statement of Iraq and Britain of
December 1922, on the eve of the negotiations
regarding the Lausanne Treaty, which stated:

"Her Majesty's government and the government of
Iraq admit and recognise that the Kurds have the right
of coexistence within the Iraqi borders and have the
right of establishing a Kurdish government within
these borders. The two governments hope that the
Kurdish sides concerned come to agreement among
themselves in regard to the form of this government
and the borders they want it to cover, and to send
their negotiating representatives to Baghdad to
discuss their economical and political relations with
Her Majesty's government and the Iraqi
government".

The founding of the Iraqi Republic in 1958 was also a
large quality step in this regard, as the Article Three of
Iraqi constitution stated that: "Arabs and Kurds are
partners in this homeland”

Obviously, partnership means in reality a state,
because a real partner, whose interests are not
satisfied, can dissolve the partnership so that each
partner may be free in his own land.
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With regard to the historic document known as the
announcement of 11 March 1970, we can confirm that
it was a big achievement for the September revolution
and all Kurdish people in general.

However, all those treaties and announcements
became worthless after the crimes of mass
extermination, which were committed by the Iraqi
government against the Kurdish people. Such crimes
include especially the chemical attack on the town of
Halabja on 16/3/1988 and the Anfal operations of
autumn 1988 during which 182,000 Kurds were
exterminated.

On this basis Iraq violated the conditions by which
Kurdistan was affiliated to it, which was to allow a
Kurdish government and respect the national rights of
the Kurdish people. Instead, the government of Iraq
had committed, intended, and planned crimes of mass
murder against the Kurdish people and thus Iraq has
lost its right to rule Kurdistan both on legal or
humanitarian purposes. It was not only Iraq that
opposed the aspirations of the Kurdish nation, but also
Turkey, Syria and Iran were and still share and support
Iraq in this regard. Even during the Iraq - Iran war, the
two countries were exchanging information about the
activities of Kurdish organisations. All those countries
that occupy a part of Kurdistan are against each other
almost in everything, but they always agree on one
thing, which is not to allow the Kurdish people to
obtain any ethnic rights.

Unfortunately, many other neighbouring countries
support those anti-Kurdish tendencies without any
consideration to the fact that the Kurdish people are
demanding only their just right of having their own
state and identity, which will eventually be achieved
for sure, as it happened to Algeria against France or
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the United States against Britain in their struggle for
independence.

Honourable stands of Kurdish people’s
friends

I must here point to the fact that there are many honest
Arabs, Turks and Iranians who believe in an
independent Kurdish state, among them first of all is
the Libyan leader Moamar Al-Qaddafi, who has been
advocating for more than a quarter century to. "let the
Kurds establish their own state". When I met the
Libyan leader, he informed me that during a visit to
Baghdad, Ahmad Hassan Al-Bakir and Saddam
Hussein’s reception for him was cold. Asking for the
reason, he was told: You support Barzani, and he
receives support from Israel. Colonel Al-Qaddafi
answered them: First you have to give the Kurds their
rights and then you can criticise them. The Turkish
regime offered the Turkish 1° class Prize called “Atta
Turk” prize to the international symbol of freedom
Mr. Nelson Mandela, but Mr. Mandela refused to
accept the prize because of persecution of the Kurdish
people and the oppression of human rights in Turkey.
The Turkish academic Dr. Ismael Besikci has spent
many years of his life in Turkish prisons because of
his supporting stand with the Kurds and his book
entitled: "Kurdistan - an international colony". There
is also the Arab thinker Dr. Abdulhussein Shaban,
who stated in an article of the newspaper Media, the
organ of the National Democratic Union of
Kurdistan, that: 'any Kurd that does not believe in a
Kurdish state is an idiot person”. The Iraqi opposition
activist Mr Mishan Al-Jibury stated in an interview
with Al-Jazeera satellite TV channel, with evidence
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and arguments that: "l support a Kurdish state because
it is not against the Arabs." The Iraqi Islamic scholar
Dr. Muhammad Al-Mahdi wrote an article in Al-
Tayyar Al-Jadid newspaper, issued by Mr. Sami
Faraj Ali in London during the eighties of the last
century entitled "A smaller Iraq is a stronger Iraq".
The Egyptian Islamic scholar Dr. Fahmi Al-Shinawi
has stressed in his articles and letters the rights of the
Kurds as an Islamic duty. One of his letters was to the
Second Kurdistan National Congress in 1991 in
London in which he said: "There is no Islamic unity
without a Kurdish unity". Mr. Abdulrahman Azzam,
the first General Secretary of the Arab League in his
article in “Al-Hilal” Magazine, issue of October 1943,
wrote: “the aspirations and hopes of Iraq should not be
the expansion against the interests of the Kurds. It is
better for the Arabic nation, after achieving their
objective of liberty and unity, to leave for the Kurds
the choice of joining in or preferring their own
independence. If they choose independence we should
respect their desire and do not turn this into a source of
hatred and bitterness”, and many other honest and
courageous people.

The Kurdish state

During these international circumstances there have
been many historical leaders such as the late Mella
Mustafa Barzani, who was a legendary figure and
one of those classic Kurdish leaders of the Kurdish
people, who stands side by side with such great leaders
and revolutions of the Kurdish nation as revolution of
Prince Muhammad Rawanduzi of Soran in 1826,
revolution of the Prince Badir Khan the Great of
Botan in 1842, revolution of Sheikh Obaidulla Nahri
of Hakari in 1881, revolution of the King of
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Kurdistan  Sheikh Mahmood Al-Hafid of
Sulaimania 1919-1924, revolution of Sheikh Saeed
Peeran of Diarbakir in 1925, revolution of the
General Thsan Nouri Pasha of Ararat 1927-1930,
revolution of Ismael Shikak (Simko Agha) of Ormia
in 1930, revolution of Sayed Raza of Dersim in
1937-1939, President of Republic of Kurdistan Qazi
Muhammad of Mahabad in 1946, as well as Apo
Osman Sabri 1905-1993 the founder of the political
struggle’s school, Prince Jeladet Bedirkhan 1951
who founded the new Kurdish alphabet, and Dr.
Jemal Nebez, who put the philosophical frame to the
Kurdish nationalist thinking, and many others all of
them who were activists for the independence of
Kurdistan.

The holly aim of the Kurdish people is the
Independence of Kurdistan, which rose as well by the
organisations of JK in 1946, KAJYK in 1959,
PASOK in 1976 and Kurdistan National Congress
in 1985.

The Latest attempt to extend the occupation
of Kurdistan

But during the last fifty years some Kurdish
organisations changed the holly aim of the Kurdish
people the Independence of Kurdistan to some
education rights or autonomy or federalism inside the
borders of the occupiers of Kurdistan with democratic
system in the capitals of the occupiers of Kurdistan,
not the democracy neither federalism give the national
rights to any nation, the greatest democracy in the
world is in Britain but couldn’t sorted out the National
problem of Northern Ireland, and the federalism of
Yugoslavia which killed millions of innocent people,
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at the same time the system of the occupiers of
Kurdistan will never reach the level of the system of
the federalism of Yugoslavia and either the democracy
of Britain.

Barzani’s intuition was stronger than his

strategic calculations

The late Barzani asked the United States for
support for the independence of Kurdistan, as he
asked all the super powers in the world whenever he
had the opportunity. Although he was the leader of
Kurdistan Democratic Party that was demanding only
autonomy for Kurdistan, he was in reality not only that
or a leader of the Kurds in Southern Kurdistan, he was
in fact a national leader of all Kurdish people. Barzani
was indeed a representative of the Kurdish nation's
conscience, as he participated in 1946 in establishing
the Republic of Kurdistan in Eastern Kurdistan, and
led several Kurdish uprisings in Southern Kurdistan,
mainly and the longest standing was the September
Revolution of 1961. His national practice was always
an expression of what was his feeling, for example: he
appointed Prince Kamiran Bedirkhan, who was
from Northern Kurdistan as a first representative of the
September Revolution; Dr. Ismat Sharif Wanli as a
second representative who was from Western
Kurdistan. In addition, the most confidant and
favourite writer and poet of the late Barzani was
Hazhar Mukriani, who was from Eastern Kurdistan.

End of the trust in the occupiers of Kurdistan

Indeed Barzani was a national leader and
represented the aspirations of the Kurdish people
for independence. This is exactly what is stated in
the memoirs of Henry Kissinger on page 588. The
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fact that the independence of Kurdistan was not
achieved was not at all a fault of Barzani, but the
international circumstances prevented it, especially the
cold war between the Soviet Union and the USA,
which escalated to divide their influence in the areas
such as Vietnam, Algeria, Palestine, Congo and Cuba
elc.

The fate intervened to prevent the fulfilment of
Barzani's dreams, when the American president
Richard Nixon was impeached in 1974 after the
Watergate scandal, as President Richard Nixon was
concerned with the Kurdish file more than any other
previous president of the USA.

It is clear that the memoirs of Mr Henry Kissinger
throw lights on many angles and positions regarding
the September revolution and its international and
regional relations, many parts of which remain
unknown. It is our duty to uncover all the details in
order to benefit from that rich experience in the
future to fulfil the dreams of the late Barzani for
the independence of Kurdistan. In order to achieve
the independence for Kurdistan we have to know all
strong or weak points in our history of uprisings. It is
only through the weapon of science and knowledge,
and by creating honest, courageous and knowledgeable
national cadres; we can achieve a Kurdish state. For
the loyalty to Kurdistan is achieved through
knowledge of Kurdistan itself, so the Kurdish cause is
not with or against any party or ideology, but it is a
cause of people should have their freedom.

Your comments and supports are needed.
London 1/1/2003

Jawad Mella

President
Kurdistan National Congress
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19
TRAGEDY OF THE KURDS

Origins of the Program

he gods did not smile on America’s friends in the spring of 1975.

At the very time when Congress relinquished the people of Indo-
china to the Communist yoke, the Shah of Iran left the Kurds of Iraq
defenseless in the face of the radical regime in Baghdad, even then
controlled, if not yet formally headed, by Saddam Hussein.

The United States had been assisting the Kurds since 1972, though
our involvement was negligible compared to the effort we had made in
Indochina. But while Indochina could have been kept from falling—at
least during 1975—by extending assistance our allies had every reason
to expect, saving the Kurds would have required the opening of a new
front in inhospitable mountains close to the Soviet border. An open
commitment of considerable magnitude and unpredictable conse-
quences would have had to be undertaken while Indochina was dis-
integrating, East-West relations were weakening, and Middle East
negotiations stood deadlocked. And all this to sustain a “covert opera-
tion,” and while congressional assaults on the very concept of such
activities were gaining momentum.

Within a few months, however, the fate of the Kurds was to be-
come another of those episodes in self-flagellation by which the nar-
cissistic 1970s sought to atone for the exuberant optimism of the early
1960s. Congressional committees attacked the Nixon Administration
for its role in attempting to help the Kurds achieve autonomy and
the Ford Administration for not having prevented the Shah from aban-
doning this joint effort. It was one way by which some of those
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most responsible for the abandonment of Indochina salved their con-
science.

The Kurdish tragedy was imposed largely by history and geogra-
phy, but it was also exacerbated by our own national divisions. The
Kurdish people, now numbering over 25 million, have been victims of
events that date back centuries. Since the advent of the nation-state in
the Middle East at the end of the First World War, they have found
themselves partitioned among Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey, and the former
Soviet Union. The Kurds had been promised an independent country,
but their quest for national self-determination was ignored when the
European powers drew the Middle East borders after World War L
Ever since, the Kurdish national aspirations have challenged the cohe-
sion of their host countries, which ran the full gamut of possible
relations with the United States: some—Ilike Turkey—have been allies;
others—like Iraqg—have tended to be adversaries; Iran has at various
times been both; while Syria would describe itself as nonaligned. Other
nations—such as Israel and Jordan—have from time to time inter-
vened for geopolitical reasons and as a means of weakening their
adversaries—generally Iraq (see map).

America’s involvement has had both ideological and strategic ori-
gins. Wilsonian tradition propels us in the direction of supporting
national self-determination, but it also produces what is becoming
America’s perennial policy dilemma: the limits of American moral
obligation in an area so remote and inaccessible as the mountainous
Kurdish enclaves amidst countries which profoundly affect the Ameri-
can national interest. How to find the appropriate stopping point
berween all-our support for Kurdish aspirations and abandoning them
in a region which represents the strategic hinge of the oil-rich Middle
East crescent and the Persian Gulf?

One complicating factor has been that American assistance could
only be funneled to Kurdish areas through the territory of some coun-
try allied with the United States—Iran in the Ford period, Turkey in
Clinton’s. But these countries shared the American objective of pre-
venting either a Communist or a rogue regime from controlling the
Kurdish enclaves only up to a certain point. Neither Iran in the 1970s
nor Turkey in the 1990s had the slightest interest in seeing Kurdish
nationalism inflamed to a point where it included its own Kurdish
populations, and neither was ready to cede its minority to a single
Kurdish state. At the same time, both countries were considered central
to American overall strategy.
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Inevitably, ambivalence has characterized and finally overwhelmed
American efforts in the Kurdish regions of Iraq. Neighboring states
such as Turkey or Iran would support the Kurds to deflect Iraqi pres-
sures from their own territory. But they were at no point prepared to
embrace the creation of a Kurdish national state. By the same token,
neither the Nixon, nor the Ford, Bush, or Clinton Administrations
ever supported independence for the Iraqi Kurds, much less for those
in the neighboring countries. All sought to combine Kurdish autonomy
with preserving Iraq’s territorial integrity, fearing that Iraq’s disinte-
gration would trigger decades of turmoil as its neighbors fought over
the spoils. Especially after Iran turned into a hostile fundamentalist
state under Ayatollah Khomeini, Iraq’s territorial integrity was per-
ceived as a counterbalance to Iranian ambitions.

The interaction of these conflicting objectives was bound to bring
disappointment and even tragedy to the Kurds. That was what hap-
pened in March 1975 when Iran and Iraq reached an agreement in
which Kurdish autonomy was overwhelmed by the national interests of
their two neighbors. It was repeated in 1996 when Kurdish autonomy
established under the American aegis after the Gulf War in 1991 was
substantially reduced by Saddam Hussein when one Kurdish faction
sided with him to defeat their American-backed Kurdish rivals. In my
view, the Ford Administration had better grounds for not extending its
commitment than Clinton’s—but both instances illustrate the limits
and the perplexities of our interest in the distant land of the Kurds.

The Nixon and Ford Administrations did not invent outside sup-
port for the Kurdish aspirations to autonomy as is usually claimed,
but they were the first to put American resources behind them directly.
Because we were supporting an ethnic group against its legal govern-
ment and because other countries, especially Iran and Israel, were
involved, the operation had to be “covert’”’—in that gray area between
overt force and diplomacy.

Our direct involvement with the Kurds had its origin in Nixon’s
visit to the Shah in Tehran in May 1972, following his summit with
Brezhnev in Moscow. A week of Kremlin hospitality in celebration of
détente had not altered Nixon’s strategic priorities. In promoting dé-
tente, he never abandoned his quest for maximum maneuyering room
in the global political competition with the Soviet Union.

One of these competitions was taking place in Irag, at the Shah’s
doorstep. At issue was the future political orientation of a country
second only to Saudi Arabia in its reserves of oil, hence with resources
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to threaten the equilibrium in the Middle East and especially in the
Gulf. In 1968, the Ba’ath party, committed domestically to a radical
socialist program and avowing militant hostility to the West, had re-
turned to power in Baghdad. Not surprisingly, Iraq under Saddam
Hussein was edging ever closer to the Soviet Union and this at a
moment when the presence of fifteen thousand Soviet troops in Egypt
underlined the danger that the entire Middle East might succumb to
Soviet strategic influence. Whatever the status of détente, reducing
‘Soviet influence was a central objective of our strategy. Indeed, we
viewed détente as a means for hedging the risks of that strategy.

The countries that considered themselves most threatened by the
new Iraqi direction were Jordan and Iran, both sharing a long border
with Iraq, and Israel, ever wary of new radical Arab regimes propped
up by Soviet arms. All three countries were friends of the United States.
All three were extending covert aid to the Kurds. They treated the
latter’s quest for autonomy in the inhospitable, mountainous north of
Iraq as a card to be played to divert the Ba’athist regime’s energies and
resources away from their own borders. Though we did not actually
participate in this covert assistance, our intelligence agencies were
briefed on it by their counterparts in each of the countries involved.
And, of course, all these countries were receiving economic and mili-
tary aid from the United States.

For a fleeting moment, it looked as if the Iragis and Kurds might
settle their differences. On March 11, 1970, an agreement was reached
berween Baghdad and Kurdish leader Mustafa Barzani.! The Ba’athist
government agreed to transform Iraq into a multiethnic state com-
posed of two main nationalities, Arab and Kurd. It provided for a
Kurdish vice president; for Kurdish to become an official language;
and for proportional Kurdish representation in a newly established
Iraqi parliament.

In the months that followed, the agreement frayed over the defini-
tion of autonomy, as usually happens when an attempt is made to
allocate power berween hostile ethnic groups. To Barzani, autonomy
meant nudging ever closer to de facto independence, while Saddam
Hussein treated the agreement as a tactical step along the road of
implementing the Ba’athist ideal of a unitary state.

By the fall of 1971, relations between the Kurds and Baghdad were
once again at the breaking point. The Kurds blamed an attempt on
Barzani’s life on Saddam Hussein, who only magnified their suspicions
by moving toward a national unity government that included the Com-
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munist Party. This isolated the Kurds, whereupon they resumed guer-
rilla acrivity, supported by Iran and Israel. In November 1971 and
again in March 1972, the Shah appealed to Nixon to cooperate with
him in assisting Barzani. On March 28, the King of Jordan acted as
intermediary for a direct appeal from Barzani to Nixon. And Israel,
though it never made a direct request for funds, kept us informed of
its concerns over the direction of Iraqi policy and its interest in auton-
omy for the Kurdish areas.

We had turned away the approaches for direct aid because we did
not want to provoke a further influx of Soviet arms and influence.
Joseph Farland, the American ambassador in Iran, weighed in with a
warning that, once launched, a Kurdish covert operation would risk
becoming open-ended and, if stopped, would be vulnerable to “unfor-
tunate misinterpretations.”

A visit by Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin to Baghdad in April 1972
caused us to reconsider our hands-off policy On April 9, he signed
a Friendship Treaty with Iraq that, even in the absence of Amer-
ican intervention on the side of the Kurds, included provisions for
large-scale supply of Soviet arms. Iraq was thereby transforming it-
self into a geopolitical challenge and was on the way to becoming
the principal Soviet ally in the area. Emboldened by the additional
arms, Iraqi forces stepped up their attacks on the Kurds beyond a
level that could be balanced by covert Iranian and Israeli assistance.
_Clashes berween Iraqi and Iranian troops along their common border
followed.

This was the setting for Nixon’s visit to the Shah in Tehran on
May 30-31, 1972. All of us were drained by the emotional and phys-
ical toll of the Moscow summit, which Nixon had brought off despite
the bombing and blockading of North Vietnam, a Soviet ally—two
weeks before his scheduled visit and six months before a presidential
election.

The overwhelming Iranian hospitality magnified the exhaustion of
the traveling party and of the press corps. One fallout of that exhaus-
tion was Nixon’s toast at the extravagant welcoming dinner offered by
the Shah. The television lights were too bright for the President to read
his prepared script, especially as he was unwilling to wear eyeglasses
on television. Thus Nixon decided to speak extemporaneously, which
he did ably enough except thar a fitting peroration seemed to elude
him. He went around the track a few times, finally hitting upon a
capital idea. Looking directly at the Shah, Nixon reminded the King
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of Kings of President Eisenhower’s view that all the Senators he knew
had married above themselves. In that spirit, Nixon concluded trium-
phantly, and he proposed a toast to His Majesty and the lovely Em-
press at his side. The applause from the Iranian side was tepid at best.

All lightheartedness ceased, however, as soon as Nixon and the
Shah began reviewing the international situation. Fresh from ex-
changes of fulsome toasts at the Kremlin, Nixon demonstrated that he
was the American President least likely to be seduced by personal
relations with the leader of the Communist superpower. In his opening
remarks, he reiterated his determination to stand by America’s friends
and to prevent Soviet adventures in the Middle East. Though we would
seek to keep regional conflicts from escalating into international con-
frontations, we would also not permit changes either in the global or
the Middle East balance of power. Indeed, in the Middle East, we
would strive to tip the balance in our favor by demonstrating that
neither Arab radicalism nor Soviet arms could achieve Arab aims. I
interjected that we would not accept “selective détente,” which I de-
fined as “settlements on some matters with some adversaries in order
to isolate others. . . . We had sought to bring this home to the Soviets.”
I summed up the essence of our design a year later, in July 1973, on
the occasion of the return visit by the Shah to Washington:

We are trying to checkmate Soviet influence wherever it ap-
pears and to exhaust them in any adventures they may pur-
sue. We want to create a frame of mind in the Politburo that
is tired of costly activities in the Middle East which do not
produce results.

The Shah therefore found Nixon a receptive listener when he expressed
his worry that “the Soviets would establish a coalition of the Kurds,
the Ba’athists, and the Communists; the Kurdish problem, instead of
being a thorn in their side, could become an asset to the Communists.”

Nixon made two decisions as a result of his dialogue with the
Shah. To counteract the Kosygin-Saddam arms deal, he approved the
sale of high-performance aircraft which had been ordered by the Shah
but held up by bureaucratic disputes within the Pentagon over whether
to deliver the Air Force F-15 or the Navy F-14. Nixon resolved the
issue by approving both versions and leaving the ultimate choice be-
tween them to the Shah. (This is the origin of the canard that Nixon

35



ordered the Pentagon to give the Shah what he wanted. The order
applied only to the choice between F-14s and F-15s.)

At the same time, Nixon concluded that, without American sup-
port, the existing Kurdish uprising against the Baghdad government
would collapse. American participation in some form was needed to
maintain the morale of such key allies as Iran and Jordan, disparate as
their motives were, and as a contribution to the regional balance of
power.

Our purpose was to raise the cost to the Iragis of imposing their
regime, to increase the Kurds’ bargaining power, and thereby to induce
Baghdad to conduct a policy more respectful of the security concerns
of Iraq’s neighbors and the autonomy of the Kurdish minority. Ameri-
can participation was believed to be the key: it would bring about
coherence among the occasionally conflicting purposes of the other
financial contributors, each of which attached great importance to its
relations with the United States, and to inhibit them from abandoning
the Kurds—a judgment which, as we shall see, proved too optimistic.

Internal Controversies

ver since the intelligence investigations of the Church and Pike

Committees popularized the theme in television, films, and print,
the American intelligence services have been portrayed as fanatical
Cold Warriors not amenable to political control and ever eager to risk
American assets in pursuit of their frequently maniacal schemes. If
such a CIA ever existed, it was in hiding throughout the Nixon and
Ford periods. All the major covert operations of that era—Chile, the
Kurds, and Angola—were ordered by the White House and conducted
as covert operations mainly because no appropriate overt diplomatic
category existed for them. The Kurdish uprising took place on the
sovereign territory of a recognized state allied to the Soviet Union, and
it was already being covertly supported by a group of countries allied
with the United States and financially supported by us. There was a
risk of escalation but also one of permitting Saddam Hussein to con-
solidate his rule, transforming the Kurdish region of Iraq into a base
for subversion of Kurdish areas in all the neighboring countries. In
time, this subversion, backed by the rapidly growing Iraqi armed
forces, had the potential to become a powerful weapon against the
Gulf States, Iran, and even Turkey.
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In retrospect, the pros and cons of the decision to support the
Kurdish uprisings seem more evenly balanced than they did at the
time. We probably should have analyzed more carefully the disparate
motives of the anti-Iraqi coalition together with the consequences of
one of the partners jumping ship. Above all, we should have under-
stood better that the Kurds might prove to be volatile partners, difficult
to fit into any overall strategy. Whatever the professions of their lead-
‘ers, their principal goal was bound to be independence or at least
complete autonomy, and they would always resist attempts to calibrate
their priorities in relation to outside powers’ conception of geopolitical
equilibrium. Heroes, we were learning, are more pleasant to read about

than to deal with; the very qualities that inspire their courage also
meld their inflexibility.

Yet even the benefit of hindsight would have left us with a Hob-
son’s choice which has not changed much in the quarter century since:
failure to act might cause the existing anti-Iraq coalition to come
apart, leave the Kurds at the mercy of Saddam Hussein, and demor-
alize the Gulf; while commitment might saddle us with the same pain-
ful dilemma down the road if the Soviets increased their supply of
arms substantially beyond existing levels. In a choice between the
certain and the conjectural danger, the far-off risk tends ro appear
more attractive. And this, in effect, was our decision in 1972. On
August 1, 1972, Nixon signed a directive ordering the covert program.*
The United States allocated $250,000 a month in direct support for
Fiscal Year 1973 plus another $2 million for ammunition, or some $5
million a year. The Shah contributed a larger sum. The total, together
with Israeli, British, and Iranian assistance for the Kurds, amounted to
almost $1 million a month. By Cold War standards, it was not a major
effort.

While we were deliberating the wisdom of American participation,
Soviet troops and advisers were expelled from Egypt in July 1972. This
enhanced Iraq’s importance to Soviet Middle East strategy and gave
Moscow a new incentive to strengthen its ties with the Baghdad re-
gime. In late August, Mikhail Suslov, a member of the Politburo, urged
Barzani to join a new unity government being offered by Saddam

* There was no formal 40 Committee meeting. For reasons of security, the recommendation
was hand-carried to the principals: the under secretary of state, the deputysecretary of defense,
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in addition to the CIA Director. Each had the
opportunity to object but did not. The Pike Committee was to make much of the absence of a
formal meeting, though it would surely not have produced a different ourcome.
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Hussein. According to Barzani, Suslov warned that, after having been
expelled from Egypt, the Soviet Union attached even greater impor-
tance to its relations with Iraq and would increase its support for the
Baghdad government. The stakes were obviously being raised.

On our side, the Shah and King Hussein had met at the Shah’s
palace on the Caspian Sea from July 31 to August 2, 1972. They
welcomed American aid and sought to lay down ground rules for the
common effort. They warned Barzani to avoid dramatic moves that
might trigger an all-out Iraqi assault, such as declaring a separate
Kurdish state. Their emphasis was on strengthening Kurdish defensive
capabilities to preserve the greatest measure of autonomy. '

Throughout 1973, the fighting escalated, and so did the Kurds’
financial requests. On March 29, 1973, I supported a CIA request
signed by Jim Schiésinger during his brief tenure as CIA director for
additional resources, which Nixon approved soon afterward. My mem-
orandum argued that Iraq had become the principal Soviet client in
the Middle East; that the Ba’ath government under Saddam Hussein
continued to finance terrorist organizations as far afield as Pakistan;
and that it was the driving force in the “rejection front” seeking to
block Arab-Israeli peace initiatives. For all these reasons, I recom-
mended increasing our support beyond $5 million a year. The Shah
added a much larger financial commitment, closer to $30 million,
and, in addition, continued his logistics and artillery support which
consisted of Iranian long-range artillery providing cover for the Kurds
from Iran. Nevertheless, I warned Nixon of the risks if the Kurds
escalated beyond a defensive posture:

. We may wish to try to avoid the impression of a long-term
escalating commitment by telling Barzani that we will pro-
vide these additional funds for this year on a monthly basis
but, in any event, would emphasize that we share the Shah’s
view regarding maintenance of the defensive posture of the
Kurds.

In its first year, the Kurdish covert effort seemed to be achieving
its objective. On October 5, 1972, I transmitted to Nixon a report
from CIA Director Richard Helms, later to become ambassador to
Iran, informing us that the Kurds were tying down two-thirds of the
Ba’athist army:
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All is not well with the Ba’athist regime. . . . Barzani’s main-
tenance of a secure redoubt will continue to pin down two-
thirds of the Iraqi army and deprive the Ba’athists of a secure
base from which to launch sabotage and assassination teams
against Iran.

When the Middle East War broke out in 1973, it presented us with
‘a new array of problems. These concerned whether we should use the
opportunity to encourage a Kurdish offensive into the Iragi-held areas
to topple the Saddam regime. We turned down a proposal to that effect
from Israeli liaison officers—a decision which became controversial in
subsequent years.2

The criticism was a classic example of retroactive heroism. When
the Arab-Israeli war broke out, the covert program was a little more
than a year old. The Kurds possessed very few heavy weapons; such
artillery as they had was manned by Iranians who never ventured far
from the Iranian border. The Kurds were capable of defending their
mountainous homeland where Iraqi tanks and aircraft found it difficule
to operate. Bur their lightly armed forces did not stand a chance in the
flat terrain beyond their homeland against a large Iraqi army equipped
with advanced Soviet heavy weapons and hundreds of tanks. An offen-
sive beyond the redoubt would have guaranteed the complete destruc-
tion of Kurdish military forces.

This was particularly the case because, contrary to the retroactive
folklore, the Iragis did not divert substantial forces to help the Arab
side in the Middle East War. The Kurds continued to tie down two-
thirds of the Iragi army, as Helms had informed us a year earlier. Not
surprisingly, given the tense state of Iraqi relations with Syria—the
sole front Iraq was geographically in a position to affect—only one
Iraqi brigade was dispatched to fight Israel. “Fight” is a courtesy
word, for the Iraqi brigade set no speed records getting to the front. It
took nearly ten days to reach the general vicinity of the barttle zone
and even then kept well back from the front lines. The only casualties
it incurred were an accidental firefight with a Saudi brigade which had
likewise managed to spend ten days getting within earshot of hostile
gunfire. The reluctant combatants ran into each other in the final days
of the Middle East War. Unaware of the other’s presence, the two Arab
units thought they had unexpectedly come upon Israeli forces and
commenced firing.

The very idea of the guerrillas launching an offensive came up
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rather late in the war when the tide of barttle on the Egyptian-Israeli
front had already turned. On October 15, the ninth day of the war, the
very day Israel had decisively repulsed an Egyptian thrust into the
Sinai, we received an urgent message from Barzani asking our opinion
as to whether he should take the advice of an Israeli liaison officer to
launch an attack into the flat Iraqi terrain. It was the sort of proposal
liaison officers eager to burnish their credentials at home are apt to
make. No such request ever reached us from Tel Aviv.

The message had, as usual, come through CIA channels, and Wil-
liam Colby, the new CIA Director, wasted no time opposing any
expansion of the war. When we consulted the Shah, who was supplying
most of the matériel and advisers for the Kurds, he supported Colby’s
view. The Kurds, he argued, were not armed for offensive operations,
especially in the plains. The Israeli proposal risked the total loss of the
“Kurdish card.”

[ agreed. In addition, I considered it unwise to tie the Kurds too
explicitly to Israel’s tactical preferences and thereby bring down on the
already beleaguered Kurds the wrath of other Arab states. With Nix-
on’s approval, I therefore sent the following message to Barzani on
October 16:

We do not—repeat, not—consider it advisable for you to
undertake the offensive military action that the Israelis have
suggested to you.

Any other decision would have risked the destruction of the Kurds
without helping Israel. Barzani received my message on the same day
General Ariel Sharon was crossing the Suez Canal with his armored
forces. Six days later, there was a cease-fire in the Middle East War.

The End of Kurdish Autonomy

s Anwar Sadat inched ever more explicitly toward the United

States in the aftermath of the Middle East War, Soviet emphasis
on Iraq increased commensurably. For the first time, Moscow began to
supply Saddam Hussein with heavy artillery, which revolutionized
Iraqi strategy against the Kurds. Until 1973, the Iragi army had con-
ducted a campaign in the mountains each summer and withdrawn into
the plains at the onset of winter. In the winter of 1973-74, for the first
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time, the Iragi army remained in the positions it had seized during the
summer offensive and fortified them. That meant that the next sum-
mer’s campaign would start from much deeper within Kurdish terri-
tory; clearly Iraq was seeking to wear down the Kurdish redoubt by
attrition. This strategy became all the more worrisome because Soviet
heavy artillery enabled the Iragi army to undertake sieges against
hitherto impregnable Kurdish strong points.

On March 11, 1974, exactly four years to the day after his original
offer of autonomy, the Iragis announced a new plan for the governance
of the Kurdish region. While continuing to pay lip service to autonomy,
it in fact proposed to tighten Iraqi political control. Since Barzani’s
rejection was foreordained, Baghdad’s proposal amounted to an ulti-
matum. As military activity resumed, all the previous debates over
Kurdish policy were rekindled in Washington:

* The Shah warned that a defeat of the Kurds would remove one of
the balance wheels within Iraq and increase radical and Soviet*influ-
ence in the region, magnifying the threat to the Gulf and to Iran.
Israel weighed in with its own appeals for additional support for the
Kurds; Golda Meir specifically raised the issue with me on a number
of occasions during the shurtle that produced the disengagement
agreement on the Golan Heights in May 1974,

* Barzani was only too ready to pick up the gauntlet. He interpreted
the breakdown of talks with Baghdad as an opportunity to loosen
the restraints of his allies and to establish his authority in a way
that he would still describe as autonomy but which was essentially
indistinguishable from separate statehood. On March 16, 1974, Bar-
zani presented us with two options for his proposed strategy: $180
million for full autonomy; $360 million to establish what he called a
“proper” infrastructure for independence.

Barzani was driven by the single-mindedness without which few
independence struggles would ever be undertaken. Initially always con-
ducred against superior forces, these struggles are sustained by extraor-
dinary faith and a kind of obliviousness to the normal calculation of
the balance of forces. Though inspiration is often able to substiture for
material resources, there is an objective limit which no amount of

dedication can alter, Barzani’s version of Kurdish au.tonomy would
never have been supported by the Shah (or by Turkey for that matter).
And the United States was in no position to generate by itself the funds
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he requested. Even Barzani’s minimum figure would exceed the total
budget allotted to all covert operations being undertaken by the United
States. But the Congress of 1974 systematically gutting Indochina ap-
propriations at the height of Watergate would surely have rejected a
request for overt funds for large-scale guerrilla warfare in the moun-
tains of Iraq near the Soviet border. And it would have been reckless
to try to induce the Shah, whose country shared a long frontier with
the Soviet Union, to intervene overtly on the soil of a Soviet near-ally.

Barzani’s request triggered a flood of communications from Colby
warning against any increase in American aid. Colby’s reluctance was
as unrealistic as Barzani’s enthusiasm. All observers agreed that, in
view of the new Iraqi strategy, the existing program was inadequate
even for defense. In my capacity as National Security Adviser, I pushed
for increased assistance to the Kurds and asked Dick Helms and Brent
Scowcroft to submit a proposal.

In early April 1974, Helms and Scowcroft presented their conclu-
sions. These amounted to nearly a doubling of the existing resources;
the American covert contribution was increased from $5 to $8 million.
Overt sources provided another $1 million for refugee relief. The
Shah agreed to increase his share of the program from $30 to $75
million a year; Britain and Israel maintained their assistance at prevail-
ing levels.

To help forge a common strategy, if not a common purpose, |
instructed Helms to tell both the Shah and Barzani that:

As we see them, US interests are (a) to give Kurds capacity
to maintain a reasonable base for negotiating recognition of
rights by Baghdad Government; (b) to keep present Iraqi
government tied down, but (c) not to-divide Iraq perma-
nently because an independent Kurdish area would not be
economically viable and US and Iran have no interest in
closing door on good relations with Iraq under moderate
leadership.

Similar instructions were conveyed to Colby

Everyone professed to agree with the objectives, yet the interpreta-
tions of the various players came to differ wildly throughout 1974. The
CIA, charged with implementation on the American side, dragged its
feet in carrying out the new program; the Shah aimed for a defensive
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stalemate; and Barzani sought victory with resources barely adequate
to defend his redoubt.

The trouble with Colby’s strategy was that it was more geared to
avoiding harassment by congressional committees than to the situation
on the ground; the trouble with Barzani’s strategy was that it could be
accomplished only by regular warfare, not by guerrillas; the trouble
with the White House and Iranian strategy was that Kurdish auton-
omy required a near permanent stalemate, and stalemates against a
determined opponent are difficult to sustain by means of unavowed
covert operations.

Throughout, the conduct of the Kurds made it difficult to assess
their actual needs. Sometimes they sounded desperate, other times
exultant. For example, on July 27, 1974, the Shah forwarded an urgent
plea from Barzani for assistance and attached to it a warning of his
own regarding the grave consequences—for Iran and the entire Gulf
—should Kurdish resistance collapse.

Yet only a few weeks later, in early September, Barzani proposed
offensive Kurdish operations against the Kirkuk oil fields. We rejected
the proposal on September 18 because we did not want to compound
the already grave energy crisis by triggering a cycle of violence against
Middle East oil installations. But Barzani’s periodic push for Kurdish
offensives strengthened the argument of the opponents of additional
aid by allowing them to claim that the Kurds must be possessing
sufficient resources to defend their redoubt, if they were pressing for
additional weapons so that they could conduct a major offensive.

In the abstract, the summer of 1974 was an ideal time to review
the situation. There were two obstacles, however. Only outsiders are
in a position to reflect on events freed of the constraints of rime. The
summer of 1974 was replete with crises, many crying out for our
attention: in May, the Syrian shuttle; in June, presidential trips to the
Middle East and to the Soviet Union; in July, the Cyprus crisis; in
August, the unraveling of Nixon’s presidency; afterward, the transition,
Cyprus, détente, the collapse of the trade bill, a developing diplomaric
stalemate in the Middle East, and finally the culminating tragedy in
Indochina. There was very little time available for any systematic re-
view of the options in faraway Kurdish areas.

Yet even if the policymakers had faced no other challenge, I doubt
that they would have discovered better options than “continuing the
program. Had we never embarked on the covert program in 1972, the
Kurds would have been defeated quite rapidly. The intervening two
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decades having given us an opportunity to become more familiar with
Saddam Hussein’s methods leave no doubt that the Kurds would not
have eased their fate by surrendering. By the summer of 1974, our
options had not improved. Had we accepted the CIAs advice and
provided no additional resources, the Kurds would surely have col-
lapsed. We did not have the option of overt support in a war so
logistically difficult, so remote, and so incomprehensible to the Ameri-
can public. For the victory Barzani sought required overt Iranian inter-
vention backed by the United States. But to open another front with
Vietnam tottering, the Middle East precarious, and détente under as-
sault would have recklessly staked the fate of yet another ally and
would surely have been rejected by Congress.

When I briefed the new President about the Kurdish operation on
August 26, 1974, ] informed him that the Shah was considering sending
regular forces (he already had auxiliaries there, dressed in Kurdish
garb). But I warned that, however tempting, such an action would be
too open-ended and too dangerous. Unless I was instructed to the
contrary by Ford, my inclination was to drop the subject. The Presi-
dent did not pursue ir.

Caught in the crosscurrents, I came up with two stopgap expedi-
ents. We allocated regular overt economic assistance funds to the
Kurds for refugee relief. And on August 26, Ford approved a scheme
that Israeli Ambassador Simcha Dinitz and I had been developing for
several weeks. It provided for the transfer of Soviet equipment captured
by Israel in the 1973 war to the Kurds. We would make Israel whole
with equivalent American weapons. (This turned into another bureau-
cratic nightmare requiring months of interagency negotiations.) In the
end, some $28 million worth of Soviet equipment was transferred until
the Israelis ran out of Sovier weapons suitable for warfare in the Kurd-
ish terrain.

By the fall of 1974, as the Iraqi offensive against the Kurds gained
momentum, we received increasingly urgent Kurdish appeals for addi-
tional assistance, often endorsed by the Shah. All these requests were
opposed by the CIA. For example, on October 22, 1974, Colby re-
ported that Barzani’s most efficient supply line to Iran and his
headquarters were being threatened. Nevertheless, he recommended
“against increasing the level of our support” because it would risk
jeopardizing secrecy, as if secrecy were more important than the plight
of the Kurds: “Our assistance to Barzani for FY 1973, 1974 and
1975 totals almost $20 million and has included over 1,250 tons of ord-
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nance. . . . The Iranians are able to give all of the assistance the Kurds
need, and the Agency recommends that further increases in aid to the
Kurds be left up to the Iranians.” Bur if the Shah went much beyond
the $75 million in assistance he was already supplying, he would face
the same problem as Israel. Unless we supplied replacement weapons,
he would be weakening his own armed forces. But if we did so, we
would find ourselves in a hopeless congressional battle.

The Collapse of Kurdish Resistance

It was at this point, with Iraq making slow but steady progress, that
the Shah, without warning, suddenly decided to throw in his hand.
He had witnessed two years of steadily declining executive authority
in the United States. He had never objected to any of our various
decisions regarding aid to the Kurds, perhaps because he feared that
expressing doubts about our steadfastness would undermine the rela-
tionship on which he had based the security of his country. But the
cutoff of funds to Indochina at precisely this moment could hardly
have encouraged the Shah to risk his country in open warfare with
Iraq, which was his only remaining option, or to disregard his long
frontier with the Soviet Union without ironclad assurances from the
United States which we were in no position to give.

The Shah therefore decided to clothe retreat in the mantle of states-
manship. At a meeting with me in Ziirich on February 18, 1975, at the
end of my “exploratory” shuttle to the Middle East, he informed me
without any prior warning that he was exploring a negotiation with
Saddam Hussein. I reported to Ford:

In response to an Iraqi overture, he is planning on meeting
with its strongman, Saddam Hussein. The Shah said he can-
not accept an autonomous Kurdish state which would be
under the dominance of a Communist Iraqi central govern-
ment. He is suspicious that the Iraqis will stimulate some
incidents along the Iragi-Iranian border which could lead to
an internationalization of the Kurdish question and its being
brought before the United Nations Security Council which
he would consider most unhelpful. In short, he seems
tempted to try to move in the direction of some understand-
ing with Iraq regarding the Kurds, but is understandably
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skeptical that much is possible. In the meantime, he intends
to continue his support for the Kurds.

I reminded the Shah of his own repeated warnings that the collapse
of the Kurds would destabilize the entire area. Any assurances by
Saddam regarding the governance of the Kurdish area, I cautioned,
would be worthless. And since the Soviets would view Iran’s retreat as
symptomatic of the growing weakness of the West, their adventurism
was likely to increase even on that front.

My strictures proved academic. Since the Kurds could no longer be
sustained by a covert program, continuation of the struggle required
some overt Iranian intervention backed up by the United States. The
estimate for this enterprise was two Iranian divisions and an annual
budget of $300 million. And the Iranians needed only to glance at our
media on Indochina to know that there was no domestic support
whatsoever for such a policy.

On February 22, shortly after my meeting with the Shah, I in-
formed Dinirz:

He’s afraid the Kurds have had it. He may begin a negoria-
tion with the Iraqis if they meet at OPEC, in exchange for a
veto over whom they put in if Barzani gets driven out. [
warned him strongly against it.

On March 9, I elaborated to Rabin after the agreement between
the Shah and Saddam Hussein was announced:

In Ziirich, he told me about it in a hypothetical way. He said,
“If I meet Saddam at Algiers [at the OPEC meeting] . . .” He
put it as an idea, what turned up in the agreement. I told
him strongly that it was a bad idea—particularly the idea
that he believed the [Iraqi] assurances that no Communist
would be put in [in an autonomous Kurdish zone].

The Shah had not mentioned that a deal was imminent or that he
would acquiesce in total Iraqi control of the Kurdish area. As a result,
[ still continued to encourage Barzani. On February 20, I replied to a
letter from him suggesting a personal meeting:

I was most pleased to receive your message of January 22. I
want you to know of our admiration for you and your people
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and for the valiant effort you are making. The difficulties
you have faced are formidable. I very much appreciated read-
ing your assessment of the military and political situation.
You can be assured that your messages receive the most
serious attention at the highest levels of the United States
Government because of the importance we attach to them.

If you would like to send a trusted emissary to Washing-
ton to give the US Government further information about
the situation, we would be honored and pleased to receive
him.

A little more than two weeks later, on March 6, as | was preparing
to embark on the Middle East shuttle that deadlocked, the Shah
stunned us with the announcement that he had reached an agreement
with Saddam Hussein in which he in effect abandoned the Kurds. The
Shah closed his border and stopped all assistance to the Kurds in
return for Iragi concessions on the Shatt-al-Arab River, the waterway
demarcating the Iranian-Iraqi frontier.

On the human level, the Shah’s actions were brutal and indefensi-
ble. But in terms of a cold-blooded assessment of Iran’s security, the
Shah’s decision was as understandable as it was painful. Only overt
Iranian intervention could now save the Kurds, the costs of which
would surely exceed the $360 million Barzani had requested in 1974.
The United States, absorbed with liquidating Indochina, could not
even consider opening another military front and, given congressional
attitudes, even political support was doubtful.

I did not care for the Shah’s actions and even less for his deceptive
methods. On March 10, I sent a frosty telegram in which I stopped
well short of endorsing his actions and implied that I had doubts
about the benefits the Shah seemed to hold in store for himself:

With respect to the Kurdish question, there is little I can add
to what I have already said to you personally during our
recent meeting. This is obviously a matter for Your Majesty
to decide in the best interests of your nation. Our policy
remains as always to support Iran as a close and staunch
friend of the United States. I will, of course, follow with
great interest the evolution of Iragi-Iranian relations and of
Iraqgi policy in your area generally and toward the Soviet
Union in particular.
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When it was all over, heroes of retroactive confrontation savaged
the Ford Administration—and me in particular—for having “aban-
doned”’ the Kurds. But the Shah had made the decision, and we had
neither plausible arguments nor strategies to dissuade him. The rem-
edy suggested by some of our critics—that we should have threatened
the Shah with a cutoff of assistance—made no sense. How could we
urge a key ally to begin military operations on his own—the only
alternative—when Congress was cutting off allies who had the knife
at their throats?

Events since the fall of the Shah have underlined the validity of our
judgment that a friendly Iran was nearly indispensable to both the
regional and global equilibrium. It would have been frivolous and
irresponsible to unhinge another key ally by launching a political as-
sault on the Shah or cutting off aid to Iran. Our commitment to the
defense of Iran had not been a favor to be withdrawn when we were
displeased but an expression of our own geopolitical interest. I thus
had to bear witness to the enslavement of yet another friendly people,
aware that, while the Shah’s conduct could be used as an alibi, our
paralyzing internal crisis had been a contributing cause.

As Kurdish resistance collapsed, the usual stylized Washington
maneuvering began for how to apportion the blame. Colby was the
first to be heard from. On March 13, he used the occasion of a frantic
Barzani request for direct American aid to propose dissociating the
CIA from the entire enterprise. Because American policy had been to
channel aid through Iran, wrote Colby, any direct aid to the Kurds
now that resistance was crumbling would be even less defensible than
it had been in the past. He doubted that the Shah—having ended his
own aid to Barzani—would be willing to continue to serve as a con-
duit for American funds. To gain time, Colby insisted that the Kurdish
request would need to be studied on my return from the Middle East
shuttle, by which rime he knew very well from his own intelligence
reports that it would be too late. Meanwhile, Colby recommended
that, since the Kurds were so emotional and indiscreet, the CIA subsidy
for March be paid—a pitiful Band-Aid considering the tragedy about
to descend on the Kurds.

As it happened, Colby’s representatives in the field could not bring
themselves to take so nonchalant an attitude. Up to this point, they
had without exception opposed giving any additional aid to the Kurds
—at least that was what Colby had been communicating to the White
House.
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But as Saddam Hussein latinched an all-out offensive, the local
CIA representatives were suddenly overwhelmed by the tragedy un-
folding around them. While I was on the Mideast shuttle, they trans-
mitted desperate pleas for help from the Kurdish leaders and followed
up with many a chiding note when these went unanswered. As on
Indochina, passing the buck was the name of the game, and my office
had been selected as the place where this buck would stop. For a year,
what increased American aid had gone to the Kurds had been as the
result of my pressures overcoming CIA opposition. The reason I did
not reply now to the desperate pleas for help was because there was
nothing I could say, and the authors knew very well that, with the
Iranian border closed to us, no emergency assistance was possible.

The Kurdish crisis ended sadly, as it would do again over twenty
years later for less valid reasons: forbidding geography, ambivalent
motives on the part of neighboring countries, and incompatible moti-
vations within the Kurdish communirty itself. Those who afterward
spoke so righteously about “cynicism” and ‘‘betrayal”’—having re-
mained silent, or worse, about the far vaster tragedy taking place in
Indochina—never put forward an alternative course we could, in fact,
have pursued.

As a case study, the Kurdish tragedy provides material for a variety
of conclusions: the need to clarify objectives at the outset; the impor-
tance of relating goals to available means; the need to review an opera-
tion periodically; and the importance of coherence among allies. All
these maxims were, in fact, addressed at one time or another, though
perhaps not with the requisite care. But their application to the situa-
tion at hand proved elusive. '

For a variety of reasons, we were unable to generate the resources
needed to prevail, and yet we remained unwilling to face the conse-
quences of abdication. We strove, therefore, for a military stalemate and
the gradual exhaustion of our adversary. What we could not have known
when the Kurdish program was launched was the degree to which our
own domestic upheavals would undermine our staying power. Even from
the perspective of two decades, I like the alternatives to the course we
pursued even less. Had we refused to undertake the Kurdish operation in
1972 and left the Iraqis free to concentrate their efforts on the Gulf, the
subsequent course of Middle East diplomacy might have been quite dif-
ferent, especially during and after the October 1973 Middle East War.
For the Kurdish people, perennial victims of history, this is, of course, no
consolation.
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CHARTER
OF THE KURDISTAN NATIONAL

CONGRESS
Recommended by the 4th Kurdistan National
Congress
Held in London on 10-11 October 1998

Article One
AIMS OF THE KURDUSTAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS
. To save the Kurdish Nation from the threat of
national annihilation, genocide, successive
massacres, massive deportations, permanent wars,
military occupation, continual humiliation,
systematic repressions, and coercive economic,
social and cultural foreign domination.
. Liberate our homeland Kurdistan from foreign
occupation.
. To establish favourable circumstances which
enable the Kurdish people to freely determine their
own destiny, self-determination, and political,
economic, social and cultural independence
without interference of foreign powers
To realize the sovereignty of the Kurdish people in
their own historical homeland, to create a state of
Kurdistan and to elect democratically the
legitimate representatives of the Kurdish people in
a Kurdistan National Congress.
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5. To exploit our national resources specially the oil,
for independence and development of Kurdistan.

6. To re-establish peace and human dignity in
Kurdistan, and realize the fundamental rights and
freedom of all the citizens of Kurdistan without
any discrimination regarding race, ethnic, religion,
sex or social backgrounds.

7. To give ethnic, religious, and sectarian minorities,
who live in Kurdistan, their rights within limitation
of the aims and principles of this Charter.

8. To remove traces of ignorance and exploitation,
and change the national structure resulted from
foreign occupation.

9. To develop all spheres of Kurdistan.

10.To find relations based on harmony, peace and
security with all the neighbouring nations on the
ground of equality and mutual interests.

11. To respect international conventions and treaties,
and participate in the promotion of regional and
international peace and security.

12. To participate to build up the peace and security in
the area, and the world.

1 3 Kurdistan is a historical, geographical and
civilisationical country, never to give up any part
of it, and to refuse every act, agreement or treaty,
that its aims are to divide or occupy Kurdistan. The
borders of Kurdistan as mentioned by Badlisi in
his book Sharafnamah in 1596-1597.

In order to achieve these aims

Kurdistan National Congress should:

A. Proclaim that the right of self-determination of the
Kurdish people means: the right of independence
and creation of a state on the integral territories of
their homeland Kurdistan.

51



B. Unify all the national potentials and capabilities of
all opinions in order to liberate Kuardistan from
foreign colonization and occupation with the right
of using all possible means.

C. Favour negotiations and relations, based on the
right of an independent Kurdistan and equal rights
of the Kurdish nation, with all the neighbouring
nations, and develop relations with all the nations
based on equality, non interference in national
affairs, with the aim of promoting regional and
international peace, security and stability.

D. Obtain international support for the Kurdistan
national liberation movement, international
recognition of the legitimate right of the Kurdish
people for self-determination, and creation of an
independent non-aligned democratic Kurdistan
State.

E. Develop fraternal relations among all Kurdistan
citizens and all political, cultural and social
organizations, and prepare appropriate
circumstances for them to actively participate in
the struggle for independence.

F. Find a basic democratic foundation in order that
the Kurdistan citizens shall be able to elect their
legitimate representatives in Kurdistan National
Congress and to prepare adequate domestic and
international conditions for the creation of an
independent democratic and non aligned state in
Kurdistan.

G. Become the highest central institution of Kurdistan
where all political and non-political organizations
and patriotic personalities can air their views and
unite efforts to achieve these aims.

H. Be recognized as the sole legitimate authority of
Kurdistan by all nations, states, intergovernmental
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and regional organizations, and above all the
United Nations.

Article Two
PRINCIPLES

In pursuit of the aims stated in Article 1, Kurdistan
National Congress and its members shall act in
accordance with the following principles:

1.

Kurdistan National Congress shall derive its
decisions and laws from the Kurdish people and
their believes.

. Kurdistan National Congress is based on the

principle that the Kurdish people have the right of
self - determination, the right to choose their
representatives democratically and the right to
have their national government.

. Kurdistan National Congress is based on the

principle that the Kurdish people have the right to
control their homeland and national resources.

. Kurdistan National Congress is based on the

principle of equality for all its members.

. All Members (Members of Kurdistan National

Congress) in order to protect their Kurdistan
National Congressary privileges shall fulfil in a
good faith their obligations in accordance with the
present Charter.

. All Members shall participate actively in the

Kurdistan national liberation movement aiming at
creating an independent state in Kurdistan; they
shall participate in preparation and discussion of
national policies, explain their activities and those
of Kurdistan National Congress to citizens and
help them within limitations of their capacities.

All Members shall end their relationships with the
authorities of states which are colonizing and
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occupying Kurdistan. Only after the agreement and
the recommendation of Kurdistan National
Congress an Member or Members in pursuing the
aims of the present Charter, might enter in
relationship with the authorities of these States.
Kurdistan National Congress shall not establish
relations with the States occupying Kurdistan
unless these States recognize officially the right of
Kurdistan to be independent.

9- All Members shall avoid in their conducts threat
or use of force of any type against each other.

. All Members shall give Kurdistan National

Congress every assistance in any action it takes in
accordance with the present Charter and shall not
provide assistance to any other party against which
Kurdistan National Congress may take an action.

10. Kurdistan National Congress shall ensure that the

1.

citizens, organizations and associations which have
not yet agreed on a Kurdistan National Congress
charter, act in accordance with these principles so
far as it may be necessary to maintain the national
unity and promote the struggle for the
independence of Kurdistan.

Article Three

Membership
Members shall be of Kurdish origin, or of origin
belonging to the ethnic or religious minorities who
live in Kurdistan and have a profound association
with Kurdistan.
Every citizen, male or female, of the eligible age of
25 or more who meets the above condition (Article
3 paragraph 1) and accepts the obligations outlined
in this Charter has the right to be elected as a
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Member in Kurdistan National Congress. All
citizens are eligible to vote at 18.
Kurdistan National Congress shall consist of 250
members. The term of office is 3 years. A former
Member may be re-elected for several times.
Due to the unusual situation resulted from foreign
occupation of Kurdistan and the impossibility of
holding free and democratic election inside
Kurdistan, election shall take place in exile during
the annual meetings of Kurdistan National
Congress. Members shall be elected among
candidates who represent Kurdish parties,
organizations, associations and patriotic
personalities, and win majority votes required for
the election of a Member. Minimum number of
votes needed for electing Member shall be
specified at the beginning of each session of
election. A candidate who lives under occupation
in Kurdistan and cannot attend annual meetings of
Kurdistan National Congress, for reasons beyond
his/her control, shall be elected by a secret
procedure. Kurdistan National Congress shall lay
down regulations regarding holding secret election
for candidates unable to attend.
All Kurdistan National Congress candidates shall
submit their written candidacy, together with brief
curriculum vitae, to the president of Kurdistan
National Congress before the beginning of the
session.
Voting shall be voluntary and voters may choose
only one or up to three candidates giving priority
in an order of preference.
. Whenever normal, free and democratic
circumstances were to be found in Kurdistan
election shall be by a popular campaign where a
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10.

11.

candidate may campaign for the constituency in
which she/he lives or another of her/his choice.

. A Member against whom Kurdistan National

Congress has taken a disciplinary action shall have
his/her Kurdistan National Congress privileges
suspended. These privileges may be restored in an
annual meeting of Kurdistan National Congress.

. A Member who shall persistently violate the

principles outlined in this Charter may be expelled
from Kurdistan National Congress by a decision of
Kurdistan National Congress.

A Member shall be expelled from office if she / he
proved guilty of bribery, fraud, indecency,
treachery and neglect of duty.

Members are not allowed to use force, violation or
threat against each other. Any Member violates
this principle shall face automatic dismissal.

Article Four
Bodies of Kurdistan National Congress

. The fundamental and permanent bodies of the

Kurdistan National Congress are: Assembly of the
Kurdistan National Congress, President,
Government, Internal Affairs Committee, External
Affairs Committee, National Defence and Security
Committee, Media & Communication Committee,
Economic and Financial Committee, Juridical and
Legislative Committee, Social and Health
Committee, Educational and Cultural Committee
and the Secretariat.

. Other interim committees may be formed

whenever necessary.
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Article Five
Assembly of Kurdistan National Congress
The Assembly of Kurdistan National Congress
shall consist of all Members, invited observers, and
members of Secretariat.

. Kurdistan National Congress shall hold regular
annual meetings. Location and time of each
session would be fixed either in a previous meeting
or by the President. Duration of each session shall
be determined at the beginning of each Kurdistan
National Congress session.

. Extraordinary meetings may be called by the
President or upon a written request by majority
Members.

. Kurdistan National Congress shall lay down its
own rules and procedures.

Each Member has one vote. The President does not
cast a vote and stays natural in meetings.

The Assembly of Kurdistan National Congress
being the highest legislative body shall be were
Member to lay down national laws, policy and
budget, and shall be in a position to ratify
international agreements, treaties and conventions.
The Assembly of Kurdistan National Congress
shall make decisions on irritant issues by 75%
majority votes, taking into account votes of
unattended Members submitted in writing.

. Kurdistan National Congress decisions on other
matters shall be made by the majority Members,
taking into account votes of unattended Members
submitted in writing.

. Kurdistan National Congress may debate any
question concerning Kurdistan's national and
international interests, or any matters within the
scope of this Charter. It may also debate capacities
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and duties of the President or any Committees
mentioned in this Charter.

10. Kurdistan National Congress shall have to receive
and consider, in each annual session, reports from
the President and the permanent Committees.
Irritant reports from Kurdish and foreign sources
shall also be received and considered by Kurdistan
National Congress upon the decision of the
majority Members or the recommendation of the
President.

Article Six
The President

1. The President shall be elected among the Members
by 51% majority votes of all Members. If no
candidate for presidency obtains this majority the
election shall be held again for the two candidates
who score the highest votes. Votes of the
unattended candidates submitted in writing will be
taken into account.

2. The President shall be elected by a secret ballot for
a term of three years in office. S/he may be re-
elected for a second term only. S/he must possess a
good personal behaviour and be a devoted patriot
with high intelligence and knowledge of
Kurdistan's national and international affairs.

3. While in office the President shall not be entitled
to sit on any Kurdistan National Congress
(permanent) Committee.

4. Kurdistan National Congress shall elect among the
Members two vice- presidents to assist presidential
tasks and duties. The two vice-presidents may be
ordinary Members or members of Kurdistan
National Congress Committees.
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The President shall work towards achieving the
mandate given to him/her in this Charter, and
actively work to fulfil the objectives and principles
of Kurdistan National Congress. He shall present
each year an annual report to Kurdistan National
Congress.

The President shall co-ordinate his works in close
relationship with the permanent Committees. In
normal circumstances, s/he shall meet the
Committees chairpersons at least four times a year.

The President shall represent the highest legislative
authority in Kurdistan. S/he shall be entrusted with
this authority by Kurdistan National Congress.
S/he will be were Member, with the consent of
Kurdistan National Congress, to issue decrees
concerning national policies, developmental plans,
national budget, and approval of international
agreements and treaties.

8- The President shall act as head of state and
government in national and international affairs.

Article Seven
The Government
. A national Government of Kurdistan shall be
created after the preparation of basic and necessary
conditions for its foundation.
The President of Kurdistan National Congress
shall give an Member authority to form a national
government. The head of government then shall
select ministers taking into comsideration the
highest national interests.
After the selection of the head of government and
ministers, the head of government shall request the
president of Kurdistan National Congress to
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entrust him/her the legitimacy and executive
authority of the government.

. The legitimacy of the government and the
continuity of its executive authority depend on the
approval of the government policy by majority of
the KNC Deputies.

. Kurdistan National Congress shall define the
authority, power and form of the government, with
the consent of the President and prior to his/her
announcement of government, taking into account
Kurdistan's national and international
circumstances.

Article Eight

Permanent Committees
The following Committees shall be permanent
bodies of Kurdistan National Congress: Internal
Affairs Committee, External Affairs Committee,
National Defence and Security Committee, Media
& Communication Committee, Economic and
Financial Committee , Juridical and Legislative
Committee, Social and Health Committee,
Educational and Cultural Committee, and the
Secretariat.
. Each Committee shall be composed of 3-7
members. Members shall be elected among the
Members for a term of 3 years. Members might be
re-elected for several terms.
. Kurdistan National Congress shall elect a
chairperson for each Committee. The appointment
shall be based on the special qualifications,
knowledge, ability and seniority of the elected
chairperson for the Committee concerned.
The Committees shall be consultative bodies and
executive powers of Kurdistan National Congress
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and the President. The Committees shall act as part
of, and assistance to Kurdistan National Congress,
not as substitutes for it.

The Committees' functions and duties shall be
assigned according to each Committee's
specialization. The Committees can set their on
rules and procedures according to their
specialization and the terms of this Charter.

The Committees shall act in close relationship with
each other in order to co-ordinate and co-operate
their works. Two or more Committees night decide
to create an ad hoc joint committee.

. Each Committee shall present each year two
annual reports one to the President and one to
Kurdistan National Congress.

The permanent Committees shall be executive
bodies for laws, jurisdictions, policies, and plans
of Kurdistan National Congress under the
supervision of the President of Kurdistan National
Congress until a national Government is formed.
The executive role of the Permanent Committees
shall end automatically after the creation of the
first National Government and its recognition by
Kurdistan National Congress. The Government
then shall be empowered with the executive
mandate. The Committees will then continue their
work in the legislative in order to fulfil the
obligations entrusted to them.

Article Nine
Secretariat
The Secretariat members shall be Member of
technical staff specialized in secretariat affairs. The
Secretariat staff are not Members.
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. The Secretariat shall be a permanent body of
Kurdistan National Congress. Its staff shall give all
the secretariat and organizational services required
for the well conduct of the annual and other

sessions of Kurdistan National Congress.

The Secretariat shall act as a permanent servicing

office for the President and the Committees.

. A Director of Secretariat shall be appointed among

the staff. Her/his task shall be the administration of
services and secretariat activities including the

affairs of the staff. the Kurdistan National
Congress's library, the administrative equipments,

the accommodation of Members during sessions

and the necessary expenses of Kurdistan National
Congress functions.

Article Ten
Modification of Charter
. This Charter may be modified only after the
consent of three quarters of the Members.
The aims of Kurdistan National Congress which
are the basic constitutional elements can not be
modified except by a popular plebiscite after
obtaining the national independence and the
creation of a State of Kurdistan.

Article Eleven
Constitutional Structure

This Charter shall be the principal law in Kurdistan
and shall be applied in all its regions until the final
constitution of a Kurdistan State shall be
announced and approved by the people.

This Charter shall nullify all constitutions and laws
applied in Kurdistan by the occupying foreign
States.
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3. This Charter shall be effective after its ratification
by Kurdistan National Congress.

4. This Charter shall be published in the official
newspaper and in the Kurdish and international
newspapers. All those who are concerned shall be
informed.

FINAL STATEMENT OF
THE 4" KURDISTAN NATIONAL

CONGRESS

London 10-11/10/1998
On 10-11/10/1998, under banner of Independence for
Kurdistan and by invitation from the preparation
committee of Kurdistan National Congress, the fourth
Kurdistan National Congress was held in London. The
congress was wonderful and successful from all points
of view (despite attempts from some to hinder its path
vet again). An administrative committee for the
congress was formed and made up of Mr Jawad
Mella, and Mr Sirwan Kawsi.
The Congress opened with a minute of silence in
commemoration of all those martyrs who have died for
the sack of the Kurds and Kurdistan, and for our
martyred comrade Rahbar Jalal Mamish, Secretary
of the Kurdistan National Congress in Finland.
The opening speeches of the congress in English:
In the first session of the first day 10/10/1998, speech
were made by: Mr. Jawad Mella, General Secretary
of the Kurdistan National Congress;, Dr. Jemal
Nebez, the First Councillor of the Congress; Mr.
David McDowall, British Writer, (Author of A
Modern History of the Kurds);, Mr. Bruce Kent,
Researcher of the Kurdish problem, from Britain. Miss
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Sonia Watts, Researcher of the Kurdish problem; Mrs
Miria Kultalahti, widow of the late Rahbar Jalal
Mamish, from Finland; Ms. Karen Dabrowska,
Writer and Journalist specialising in Kurdish and
Middle East affairs; Mr Jeremy Corbyn, Member of
Parliament, Britain.

There was a large public presence of foreign guests,
friends of the Kurdish people from Britain and other
countries.

During this session Lord Jeffery Archer sent a phone
message congratulating and wishing success to the
congress.

Next, the following letters and phone messages of
congratulations to the congress from Kurdish and
foreign organisations and dignitaries were read:

Mr. Toni Blair, The Prime Minister of Britain, Mrs.
Margaret McDonagh of the British Labour Party,
Mrs. Elisabeth Johnson of the British Liberal
Democrats Party; Lord Hylton, member of the British
House of Lords, Baroness Cox, member of the British
House of Lords; Mr Stan Newns, member of the
British Parliament; Mrs Ann Clwyd, member of the
British Parliament;, Mrs. Clair Short, member of the
British Parliament & Minister for Overseas
Development;, Mr M. Whitlam, General Secretary of
the Red Cross;, Dr. Mirella Galletti, Italian
Researcher of Kurdish affairs; Mr David Adamson,
British Writer and author of The Kurdish War and
1964 Division, Professor Khalil Rashidian and
Professor E. W. Anderson, Durham University;
Madam Joyce Blau, Lecturer of Kurdish language,
Sorbonne University;, Mr Michael Jackson of
Channel 4, British TV, Mr Muhammad Al-Fayed,
owner of Harrods stores; Dr. Carlo Boldrini,
President of Kurdish Cultural Association, Italy,
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Madam Laura Shrider, Italian writer and specialist
in Kurdish affairs for 25 years;, Mrs July Green of the
American National Geographic Society, Madam Ann
Barnet, Journalist and Researcher of Kurdish affairs,
Switzerland; Mr Liveo Sousa, Italy; Mr Muhammad
Ali of the British organisation CARDERI.

The congress received a lot of messages by fax and
phone from the committees of the Kurdistan National
Congress inside the homeland, from various towns and
regions of Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western and
Red (Armenia and Azerbaijan) Kurdistan, in addition
to the following letters:

A letter from Sheikh Abdulmalik Firat (from
Northern Kurdistan), Grandson of Sheikh Saeed
Piran leader of the Kurdish revolution of 1925.

A letter from Sheikh Dara Baba Ali (from
Southern Kurdistan), Grandson Sheikh Mahmood,
The King of Kurdistan 1919-1924.

A letter from Mr Ali Ghazi (from Eastern
Kurdistan), Son of Ghazi Muhammad, President of
Kurdistan Republic of 1946.

A letter from Mr Hoshang Sabri (from Western
Kurdistan), Son of the great patriot and activist
Apo Osman Sabri 1905-1993.

Letters from Kurdistan Democratic Party-Iraq,
Kurdistan Socialist Party-Iraq, Kurdistan
Democratic Party-Turkey, Kurdish Democratic
Party-Syria, Professor Sheikh Muhammad Saleh
Gabori, General Secretary of the Islamic Party of
Kurdistan, Sheikh Abdulrahman Dura (Founder of
the Kurdistan Islamic Movement), Mr Hussein
Yezdanpena, General Secretary of the Union of
Revolutionaries of People of Kurdistan, Mr Rekar
Ahmad, General Secretary of the Kurdistan Liberation
Party, Sheikh Derwesh Hasso, Director of the Yezidis
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Centre in Germany, Mr Selah Rashid, Representative
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan in Germany, Mr
Hashim Karimi, Leading member of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party-Iran, Mr Khalid Dlear, Member of
the preparatory committee of the Kurdish National
Congress, held in Sulaimania on 4-5/12/1997, Mr
Saman Shali, Leading member of the Kurdish
National Congress in North America, Mr Chalak
Juanroii, President of the American Friends of the
Kurds, Leaders of the Socialist Union of Kurdish
Students in Europe (SOKSE), Dr Khaje Yeshar,
Journalist (previous chief of the Kurdistan Liberation
Flag Party), Mr Memed Tanreverde, President of the
Kurdish Community Centre in Germany (Eurokurd),
Mr Marwan Ali, Secretary of the Western Kurdistan
Association in Holland, Mr Mahmood Akko,
Secretary of the Western Kurdistan Association in
Germany, Mr Dlear Rashid, President of the Kurdish
Centre in America, Mr Abdulqader Muhammad
Amin, Chief Editor of the ‘Barzan’ newspaper in the
USA, Mr Peshrawi Saed Ibrahimi & Mr
Abdulmumin Dashti, Editors of the Sako newspaper
in Germany, Mr Braem Farshi, Manager of the
Kurdish Theater Kocher in Germany, Sheikh Omar
Gharib, Kurdish scholar from Pakistan, Mr Khalid
Yunis Khalid, Writer and Researcher, Professor
Baram Rasul, Mr Ibrahim Ja'fary, Mr Hawre
Zandi, Kurdish Radio in Sweden, Dr Jamshid
Haideri, Famous Kurdish Artist Kader Dilan, Dr
Arshad Maruf, Dr Shaban Muzuri, Dr Kamal Ali,
Mr Amjad Shakaly from Sweden;, Dr Khorshid
Rawanduzi, Dr Salah Jmor from Switzerland; Mr
Abdulrahman Rahim from Denmark;, Mr Abdi
Muhamad, Mr Haji Sheikhani, Mr Waisi Zawitai,
Mr Muhamad Salim Hasan from Holand; Mr Hasan
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Zand, Mr Abdullah Chwartai, Mr Hallo
Muhamad, Mr Jaza Chingiani, Mr Abdulrahim
Ayaz, Dr Nashmil Qasemlou, Miss Aso Agacha,
President of Hinbun organisation, Mrs Hanne
Kuchler, Journalist, and Mr Abbas Ali from
Germany, Sheikh Dara Jalal Al-Hfid, Mr Wria
Saleh, Dr Alan Kader, Dr Michael Ali, Dr Ashti
Karim from Austria; Dr Abdullah Pashew, Poet, Mr
Faraj Wahab from Finland; Dr Kamel Majid from
Qater, Dr Faisal Khalaf from Moscow, Dr Ali Kilch,
Mr Kawa Hasan from France; Dr Fazil Al-Zahawi,
Mr Hawre Bakhawan, Solicitor, Mr Baram Manu,
Anwar Othman, Solicitor, Mr Haji Haji Ibrahim,
Mr Hallo Ahmad Kurda, Dr. Jabar Kadir from
Holland;, Mr Izzat Othman, Engineer, Mr
Abdulhalim Mustafa from USA; Mr Burhan Mam
Tawfiq, Dr Akram Muhamad Karim, Sheikh Omar
Barzanji, Atta Qaradaghi from National Kudish
Cultural Centre in Sulaimaniah.

The Kurdish Organisations and dignitaries who
participated in the Congress activities:

Dr Jemal Nebez, Councillor of the Kurdistan National
Congress, Mr Sirwan Kawsi and Mr Ali Rahimi,
representing the Kurdistan Independence Party; Mr
Muhamad Qaradaghi, representative of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan-Iraq, Mr Cankurd, representative
of the Hevkari organisation in Germany, Mr Bakir
Diko, from Kurdish Unity Party in Syria, Sheikh Latif
Mariwani, representative of (KAK), Mr Bruska
Ibrahim and Mrs Armgard Ibrahim, representing the
Kurdish Academy for Science and Art, Dr Muzafar
Bartumah, representative of the Kurdistan Islamic
Party, Mr Shirko Zeinalush, Secretary of the Western
Kurdistan Association in Britain, Mrs Ghazal Sido,
representative of the Democratic Union of Kurdistan
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of Syria, Mr Khasrew Saya representative of the Iraqi
Labour Communist Party, Mr Khalid Rashid,
Director of the Kurdish Division of Swedish TV, Mr
Muhamad Juri, Director of the Kurdish Division in
German Radio, Mr Hama Rahid Haras of the
Kurdish National Party, Mr Alan Kakaha,
representative of the Media newspaper in Canada, Dr
Ahmad Babeker, Director of the Kurdish Cultural
Centre in Canada, Mr Abu Tara, Chief Editor of the
Voice of Kurdistan newspaper in Austria, Mr
Muhamad Mahmood and Mr Sarteep Kader,
representing Alai Islam magazine, Mr Rizgar Saleh,
Engineer, representative of Student and Youth Union
of Kurdistan, Mr Aziz Aqrawi (former Minister,
General and leading member of the Kurdish revolution
of 1961-1975), Mr Atta Mufti and Salar Hamarash,
representing Peyam newspaper, Mr Omed Saeed
Gewhar, President of the Kurdish Children
Association in Germany.

Also many Kurdish national dignitaries attended the
congress from all over the world amongst whom were:
Mr Qutbadin Ozar, Mr Muhamad Doran, Mr Ghafur
Amin, Dr Pola Khanaqa, Mr Farhad Khanaqa, Mr
Walid Aso and Dr Kamal Sido from Germany. Mr
Khalid Kawan from USA. Miss Farida Jawary and
Miss Dalal Rasul from Red Kurdistan / Armenia. Artist
Sherko Jalal Mamish, Mrs Suzan Mamish, Dr
Mamad Jamo, Mrs Zine Jamo, Mr Aksen Hasan from
France. Dr Izzat Sido and Artist Sardar Ali from Italy.
Dr Jamal Rashid Ahmad and Mr Latif Jamal Ahmad
from Holland. Dr Sheikh Mazhar Nagshabandi,
Sheikh Asad Nagashbandi, Mrs Parwin Mushir
Waziri, Mrs Malika Smith, Mr Noori Noori, Mr.
Shamal Ali, Mr Noori Bashir, Mr Abdulgader
Dabaghi, Mr Ali Karimi, Mr Aso Aziz, Mr Ibrahim
Kader Mustafa, Mr Muhamad Sali, Mrs Amina
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Dabaghi, Mrs Amin Kharazi, Dr Rizgar Amin, Dr
Aza Abdullah, Mr Abbas Salim, Mr Sherzad Jabrail,
Sheikh Mansour Al-Hafid, Sheikh Dara Jamil, Mr
Hussein Kader, Mrs Kwestan and Dr Sami Khafaf,
Mr Shirwan Rashid, Artist Karim Rashid, Mr
Babaker Drai, Dr Mariwan Omar, Dr Kardo
Khanaga, Mr Sabah Ghalib, Mr Taha Tawfiqg, Mr
Awat Mustafa, Mr Yekti Gulbaran, Mr Muhamad
Jaza, Mr Mushir Galali, Mr Karzan Krekar, Mr
Sabah Yassin, Mr Ismail Lawa, Mr Sarwar Mirza
Ghafur, Mr Khalid Sheikh Al-Islami, Ms Shnow and
Nigeen Sheikh Al-Islami, Mr Lukman Muhamad, Mr
Zara, Miss Nariman, Mrs Sophie Tod, Mrs Khaje
Ahmad, Mr Farhad Ahmad, Dr Ibrahim Abdallah,
Mr Orkhan Abdallah, Mr Shabaz, Zahid, Shemal,
Dara, Zana, Amanj, Rustam, Kamal, Khusraw and
others.

In the evening of the first day of the Congress the
Kurdish artists Khalid Rashid, Dilshad Saeed,
Hasan and Nawroz performed in a Kurdish
traditional concert celebrating the Fourth Kurdistan
National Congress, and the congress hall was crowded
with more than 300 of guests.

On the evening of the second day there was a lecture
in Kurdish by Dr Jemal Nebez entitled The Cause of
Kurdish People at Present and a Look into the Future,
followed by questions and discussions which lasted for
four hours.

On the Second Day of the Congress 11/10/1998:

The Members of the Congress continued analysis of
the situation in Kurdistan and the following
practical decisions were taken:

1. After discussion and alterations to the points of the
constitution of the Kurdistan National Congress,
voting took place and it was approved as the
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constitution to be implemented from this date
forward.

Since those present were but a small number of
members of the Kurdistan National Congress both
inside and outside the homeland, the participants
voted to deputise the General Secretary and
Councillors of the congress to chose suitable
candidates from those present and other members
in Kurdistan and abroad to work in the various
committees of the Congress as stated in the
constitution.

Forming a committee to follow up the question of
establishing the Kurdish Government in exile to
carry out communications inside Kurdistan with
organisations and dignitaries of Kurdistan, and
giving them another chance to explain the
necessity of forming the Kurdish Government in
exile, and inviting them to participate in the fifth
congress which shall be dedicated specifically for
the issue of announcing the Kurdish Government
in exile, which cover all regions of Kurdistan to
represent the Kurdish nation (40 million) on
international scene as a nation that has the right for
independence. Otherwise, at least for those
organisations and dignitaries that have certain
connections which prevent them from
participating- not to stand as an obstacle in the path
of the Kurdish state i.e. not to be hostile to the
Kurdish state, even if they are not able to work for
it.

. In addition to many Kurdish organisations
affiliated to the Congress the membership of the
following organisations was approved: The
Kurdish Children Organisation in Germany, The
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Kurdish Academy for Science and Art in Sweden,
and the Kurdish Cultural Centre in Canada.

The Recommendations of the Congress:

I-

2.

The congress requests that all Kurdistan
organisations wherever they are, should solve the
problems between them peacefully through
dialogue and to end the situation of internal
fighting.

The congress requests from the parties in Southern
Kurdistan to carry out free elections with more
democratic conditions such as the abolition of the
7% requirement ratio in order to make it possible
for wide range of political sectors to participate in
making of political decisions, and to give an
opportunity to vote to the Kurds in exile, and also
(on the same election cards) carry out a referendum
among the Kurdish people to find out whether they
want to be as part of Iraq or to have their own
independent Kurdish state.

The congress called for advantage to be taken of
the recent agreement in Washington to support
peace and stability, and to enhance it even more to
insure the independence of the Kurdish nation, that
is by asking the USA to allow the use of airports in
Kurdistan to establish direct relations with the
world without the need for mediating with the
neighbouring countries.

The congress thanks all dignitaries, institutions and
organisations that participated in its works or sent
messages by letters or by phone and especially to
My Tony Blair, the Prime Minister of Britain, the
country which hosted the congress in its capital
London. The congress ended by the Kurdish
national hymn "Ai Raqib".
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Appeal to:
All the people of Kurdistan, especially in Southern

Kurdistan

Government and Parliament of Kurdistan

Leaders and Basis of the Kurdish Parties

All Kurdish civil and military institutions

In the present extraordinary circumstances, the

Kurdistan National Congress invites you to a general

peaceful uprising and total awareness, and taking

practical initiatives preparing for all coming events as

soon as the war between Iraq and the international

community starts. The events are going to be

important and quick, and their negative or positive

outcomes would depend on the level of the Kurdish

initiative.

For a Kurdish initiative we present to you the

following program:

1-Formation of Public Emergency Committees in
all villages, towns and places. Those Public
Emergency Committees should involve all
factions of people from the political parties or
those outside them, from anyone who is a
patriot and desires liberty, and put the interests
of the Kurdish nation and Kurdish national
security above personal, tribal, partisan and
regional interests. They must all work under
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the slogan “every Kurdish man or woman is
responsible”.

2-All the Public Emergency Committees should
cooperate and coordinate with the institutions
of the government of Kurdistan, the Kurdish
Parties, and the international forces, on the one
hand, and with all the other Emergency
Committees inside and outside the homeland,
on the other, and forming the institutions for
an independent Kurdish government, and be
prepared for any new events, and surprising
political, military and economical
developments.

3-As soon as the war starts, the Public Emergency
Committees should move quickly to help
those Kurds who have been expelled and
displaced to liberate their original places of
residence in Kerkuk, Khanagin and the Faily
Kurdish areas... etc., and consider that Kerkuk
is the Capital of the Kurdistan State.

4-The Public Emergency Committees should carry out
sitting ups and demonstrations in front of the
United Nations offices and British and
American embassies as soon as the war starts
and carry banners and the flag of Kurdistan.
The main slogan should be “independence for
Kurdistan”.

5-1If the war turns out to be in the interests of
ascertaining the Kurdish authority and its
independence, or if Kurdistan was put under
an international administration without any
regional intervention whatsoever, letters of
solidarity and support should be sent to the
United Nations, Britain and America.
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6-1f the war turns out to be to abolish the Kurdish
authority and its independence, or if
Kurdistan was put under any regional
administration whatsoever, letters of
condemnation should be sent to the United
Nations, Britain and America.

7-Coordination and communication between the
Public Emergency Committees inside and
outside Kurdistan with the leadership of the
Kurdistan National Congress.

Long live Kurdistan liberated and independent!

Speak out and act now!

Yours truly,

Jawad Mella, President of the Kurdistan National

Congress, London 5/2/2003
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