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Abstract
Amedi in the historical sources and traveler
books
in 19" century

Amedi is one of the oldest citadel in Kurdistan, and it was for
centuries capital of Badinan Emirate, for this reason its name mention
in historical sources, and many foreign travelers interested in this
citadel. Its clear that the building of Amedi was for the military
purpose in the beginning, but also this citadel had a strategically and
economical role. This fact was made many of travelers interested in
this citadel and praised its defendable position. But after the fallen of
Badinan emirate, this citadel lost its military and political role in
Kurdistan.

In the other side Amedis population was large in 19" century, for
this reason we can say Amedi was not a castle but it was a citadel.
According to the (K.J.Rich) s information, we can concludes that
more than (7000) people are leaved in Amedi in 1820. But after the
fallen of the emirate this number are decline to (5000) according to
Ottoman sources. In the economic side the historical sources improved
that region of Amedi was very important. According to the Ottoman
sources in the end of 19™ century this region was rich with some kind
of metals like (copper, iron, lead, sulphur, charcoal). Also we can see
that most of Amedis people had a groves, and they are export some
kind of fruits to the adjacent regions and countries.
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Abstract
Mardin region in the Yasin al-Umaries authoresses

The historiographer of Mosul Yésin al-Umari (1745-1816), is one
of the rare Iraqi historiographers in the Ottoman period, who their
authoresses is comprehensiveness and detailing. This historiographer,
chronicled in his historical authoresses — Especially in his two books:
(Gharaib al-Athar) &(al-Athar al-jaliya)- abundant information about
whole of the period. And he didn’t limited his work in the events of
his lyalet or Iraqi lyalets only, just like most of the Iraqi
historiographers in this period. Therefore the Umari leave for us very
important knowledge, which very useful for writing the history of
Ottoman lyalets in middle east in many aspects, Especially in the end
of 18th and the beginning of 19th centuries.

The Yésin al-Umaries authoresses contain many information about
district of Mardin, because its near the Mosul, also it was under the
administration influence of Baghdad lyalet at this time. This
authoresses include many historical events of the internal anarchy and
disorders, which caused by the uprising of its population against the
ruler of Mardin. Or because of the campaigns of neighboring lyalets
and tribal attacks. The authoresses also, offer many information about
the administrative changes, which the wali of Baghdad do it in the
post of Mardin ruler which called (voyvoda). Al-Umari writes down
some information in his historical authoresses, about the economical
conjunctures and Health calamities, which happened in this region
during the Ottoman period. Especially the events of famine and the
deadly pestilence. These facts with other information mentioned in
these authoresses, contribute to understanding the historical aspects of
Mardin region in this period, according to Mosul s historian.
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Abstract/
The political aspects of Kurdistan
in the Iraqi historical authoresses of the Ottoman
era

The Iraqi historical authoresses reflected political-administrative
concessions of Kurdistan under the Ottoman rule, by referring
numerous to the Kurdish entities. This mentioned in different forms,
like: "principality" &"government”. But the Kurdish rulers were
called: "Emir" &"Hakim/ governor" &"Mutassarif". And thy have a
title of "pasha™ in many times. The Iragi historiographers take a
positive attitude towards those Kurdish emirs whom had good
relations with the Ottomans, and contrarily. The authors in different
positions describe them as braveries. And remark the military
importance of Kurdish troops.[]

In the other side, the Iraqi historiographers don’t offer actual image
about the Kurdish uprisings which happened in this era. Because most
of these historiographers were represent Ottoman view point. But they
pointed clearly the violence manner which subordinate to oppressing
these uprisings. Also these authoresses don’t offer any information
about historical events of Kurdistan without its relations with the
Ottomans or Iranians. Except Yé&sin al-Umaries authoresses, this
suffused with internal events of Kurdistan in the Ottoman era.
Especially in his tow books: (Gharaib al-Athar) &(al-Athar al-jaliya).[]
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CONFIDENTIAL

3
5. The nationalisation has had

Bhpas s guitc a severe effect on Ir;'x s financial
. situation; revenues from the JPC fields dropped f 5 ades anancl
7 [6BBUF L1 50 millioRiin 1972 Measures ko by e Go iy ilon an 1971

lon ! es taken by the Government to

- the shortl:a_l_l.'_rmc_lucri‘ed ‘a cut-back in Gove¥nmcht employccs‘los:?ar:ii‘;nsazz
pruning. of missions. abroad,‘ the stiffening of ‘imporl controls, the slnshir;g of
he d;c\r_elopl:ue_nt ‘budget, and :the issue of “ endurance bonds (the purchase of
hAcb ‘1§~_sla_1d to. be as voluntary as the unpaid work drive and contributions
_'_to_anlc_suma.n»funds). It. was calculated in Whitchall that thanks to these
-~ measures ‘and the surplus of foreign exchange which she had previously
* accumulated, - as well as savings on hard currency by new barter deals,
-Irag might. be able to hold out for a year or so without extreme difficulty.
"'_'v[‘hcA"rshorlage .of foreign exchange has made itself felt but, thanks to financial
i istance. from OAPEC and some success in marketing Kirkuk oil, which
‘was rTunning: at ‘a rate equivalent to 27 million tons .a year by November,
t gis-have staved off the prospect of economic collapse.

n’external relations: the year in a sense belonged to the Soviet Union,
~which' formalised. its relationship “with- Iraq through the fricndship treaty and
demonstrated its involvement in the Iraq oil industry both by taking nationalised
il and’ through ,the inauguration in May of the North Rumaila field, which
med part of the arca expropriated from the TPC in 1961 and was subsequently
‘eloped : with Soviet assistance. (Production from this field is scheduled to
annnal rate of 18 million tons by mid-1974 and 40-50 million tons by
half of .1975.).‘During the visit of the Iraqi Minister of Industry to
A10: in:September the Russians.increased their commitments by agreeing to
take oil in payment of all Iraqi debts up to 1980; given thc already high level of
“ lier indebtedness this was a significant gain for Iraq in the shori term, but it has
“ bound her economy yet more closely to the Soviet Union.’ At the same time
. agreement was reached on the construction of the refinery at Mosul, the Baghdad-
‘Basrah pipeline, and other projects to be implemented under the 1971 Soviet
oan’ Reports towards:the end of the year that Irag had applied to join Comecon
sbserver underlined how close her economic ties with the b/oc had become.
however, -be an exaggeration to say that she has become an economic
Satellite..~ It is, after- all, still on the cards that the main purchasers of North
Rumaila crude oil will be Western companies. . Iraq’s \'igorous efforts to find
arkets for her oil in Spain, Grecce, India, Italy, Brazil, Egypt. Japan and
Jsewhere  have underlined. the fact that the Comecon countries have little
iirement for it-at least for the present. ‘

ear brought ,‘lilAtlev immediate cheer for the Western countrics most
wolved in Iraq except for France, who took advantage of the preferential -
ent offered by the Iragis after the nationalisation in appreciation of her
positive ‘attitude to the Arab causc” (and, it may be added, of the over-rigid
“‘bargaining position and lack of judgment of the IPC which ;?rec::d::d k!hc
.. nationalisation) to protect her own interests while at the same time working
" towards a general IPC scttlement. So far the French have lost nothing and 1.h'e}.
stand to gain a great deal, though if the IPC talks break down CFP will be in an
nvidious position.. - - :

“. 78 " For Britain, although Iraqi oil accounted for only 3} per‘ cent oi: «‘3}‘1\2
" ‘consumption in 1971, Iraq’s considerable reserves arce ‘of ;_\rutl l:\c;(".'nl""‘-

importance. . The IPC’s contribution to our balance of pny:?’unls 'fs \lll ‘1“~f(:‘r‘~‘ \l\o
“ Her Majesty’s Government’s chief concern during t}m i \\:s‘ _“:ft 1'lL Lo
‘. encourage a scttlement which would give us continued access o Iraqi ot
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7 CONFIDENTIAL

- order not to prejudice the IPC nepotiati
“or goliations F j i
didinotnbbe e b e e o I\?/‘;) iclvi]:uesly s Government accordingly

D helb ere Sl Forthe viat B came up at the IBRD ‘in the
e ile VORI | S or the , Britisk i 4
p-on 1971's figure of nearly £25 -mill;oifﬂ?\r;fi;go:ellkc L

by 1 v orders were
¢ by in the second half of the year because of Iraq's posl-nmionnl?s?\‘;?g;

olicy -of giving preference to countri i i
: O ‘ ference to « ies with which she has trading - X
~1.,_;%las-:;'ilz)_ua::x;ié Cc_)m_t;mmsl countries, France, Italy, India and Brazlsf' a(%‘r;;;nl;cargz
Il t m?.uée _severed, with little likelihood of an carly rcsumpl’i(m unless a
o ﬁgé;;g;aaﬁ’x‘as;ﬁ%(d:eln;uzgs }vcrc to encourage the Iragis to follow suit;
il te 5@ 0n. o e former Iraq Prime Minister, Abdul R .
: azzal
I\ial.]!;,s ;;}bi.c_)qal:g(_}xe;al_r‘li sl"'tc:rt;!;ge (but one of many targets of Ba’athist assassinaliog
5 abroad) ledus t n our visa controls; ofessio jon
ontacts were not much affected. . el but professional and education -

‘9.~ Traq’s .conduct of her relations with her Middle el
-followed well-trodden paths, combining support for ll\:ab r}é:;;zz?onxz;ghc:‘:;i
-_frmema_n to Palestine with half-hearted attempts to reduce her isolation among
;-_AvAfjab'G.ovcmmen;sA_ Her proposal in March for a new federation linking her

wu.h._j Egypt and Syria—a counter to King Hussein’s West Bank proposalsf—met
ve response from the two countrics concerned, and when Libya'
Ambassador in April in protest against (he Iraq-Soviet treaty there
an - element of retaliation for. having been excluded from the -
osals « Friction” between' the Ba’athist. régimes in Baghdad and Damascus
inued, despite efforts. by the Soviet Union to promote a rapprochement;
urther talks on:sharing the Euphrates waters were inconclusive and the decrease
n: Syria’s pipeline revenues after the IPC nationalisation provided a new bone
f contention. Contucts between Irag and Kuwait on the frontier question made
_no._real progress, though members of a Kuwaiti Parliamentary delegation which
visited Iraq in ‘December reported on their return that Iraqi willingness to scttle

ras:* unconditional ” - within the context: of a common Irag-Kuwaiti attitode -
‘abism of the Gulf. ./« Tt e T S

(24%210520n the eastern flank, Iran-Iraq relations remained tense following the
Gulf Islands incident and the rupture of relations at the end of 1971. Skirmishes
on the border continued, as did the infiltration of saboteurs from Iraq. Irag’s

n of many thousand Iranian citizens in the winter of 1971-72 was b_rought

o the: attention of.the Human Rights Commission by the Iranian authorities in
March, and in April Iraqg sent a letter to the Security Council protesting at Iranian -
hostilities on the border?. The Iranians were understandably concerned at the

Jossible implications of the Soviet-Iragi treaty in April. Perhaps in response to

Soviet - pressure, the Iragis dropped hints during the summer that they were

aterested in-taking the heat out of the situation, but no concrete moves were

made. and the year ended with the Iraqi mass media accusing Iran of rearming

he Kurds,
. These . accusations were no doubt well founded. The Kurds’

issatisfaction at the non-implementation of many of the provisions of the
1970, agreement, including. the all-important ‘census 10 determine the boundary
of the Kurdish area, was compounded in 1972 by their anger at the nanonuhsn'h(lm
“'of the Kirkuk oilfields without reference {o them and by further attempts b)l_l 1‘6:
 Ba'ath to assassinate Mulla’ Mustafa Barzani, which have destroyed what hittle
. trust existed between the two sides. Neither side ca

n be anxious (o resume
““ hostilities however; the Kurds are in any case realistic enough to appreciate
" their inability to do more than defend their home territory.
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