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ABSTRCT

This Study, explaining the political situation of Erbil between
1918 and 1932, is an attempt to Study an important historical
turning point in which the region in general and the Erbil in
particular. Throughout this era, Erbil and Southern Kurdistan go
through a crucial and sensitive period in which the Ottoman
reign terminated and neocolonialism, British power, came to the
area. The outcome of the British power and its reactions, Erbil
and the surrounding areas go through a period, which had a great
influence on the future of the region.

The researcher has selected this subject due to some facts,
such as the lack of specific academic researches regarding Erbil
during that period. Although a number of articles and Study
have been written about this subject, they cover some aspects of
the history of Erbil. Since there are many historical facets of
Erbil that have not been unveiled, depending on reliable and
authentic sources, the researcher tries to reveal all the facts as
well as to represent a general view of Erbil post-World War |
until the dilemma of Mosul is resolved. So, the time of resolving
Mosul dilemma is regarded as the turning period between
Ottoman reign and establishing the control of Iragi government
in Southern Kurdistan.

The geographical limit of the research is restricted to the Erbil
city and it’s suburban, while it does not include the whole
county of Erbil. Therefore, the researcher avoids the details of
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the events of the regions belong to Erbil, such as Koeya and
Rawanduz, except the events that directly related to the city.

The research consists of four chapters; the first chapter is a
discussion of general situation of Erbil city pre-1918. The first
part of this chapter sheds the light on the geography, climate,
population of Erbil. The second part, quickly explains the
political situation of Erbil prior to the period of British
occupation. As well, the coming of the Ottoman power to the
area, Ottoman empires' policies with the powers of the area and
the influences of the policies on Erbil, and the last days of
Ottoman power in Erbil until the coming of British power are
discussed in this part. In another part, the administration, the
distribution of admin units of Erbil city, and the way Ottoman
officials treated the people are explained. Also, the economic
and social situations of Erbil including the agriculture, land
distribution, relationship between peasants and landlords,
livestock, trade, crafts, social structure, religions, ethnicity,
society classes, tribes, and clans of the city are discussed.

The second chapter discusses in detail the coming of British
power to Erbil and the process of city control by Britain. This
chapter consists of three parts; in the first part, how the British
troops (military) come to Erbil, the Ottomans withdraw, and the
ways of exercising British policy to control the city are
explicated. And, the procedures of the treating the tribes and the
high figures of Erbil city are shown as well. The second part
displays the attitudes and the movements which are arose in
Erbil against the coming of British power. The tense situation of
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1920 spreading to all the area that makes the British authority to
be under and the calming of the situations by re-controlling the
area are subjects of the third part. This part also Studies about
the personages and the tribes who support and who are against
the staying of the British power in the area.

The researcher explains three topics; the first one is the
attitude of Erbil toward new Iraqi monarchy and choosing Faisal
ibn Husain as Iraq's first King. This topic conducted by a
referendum in which the way British treatment with the city are
talked about as well. The first visit of King Faisal ibn Husain,
which is regarded as a step for setting Iraqi authority, to Erbil is
discussed in this part. Establishing council of employing as the
first legislative institution, holding and proceeding elections in
Erbil, the role of Erbil's representatives, their attitude regarding a
number of significant issues, such as the problem of Mosul, the
chaos in Kirkuk in 1924, as well as the position of Erbil in the
problem of Mosul in which British, Iragi and Turkish try to
attract the attention of common people to their side, are talked
about.

The last (fourth) chapter consists of three parts. The first
part explicates the role of personages of Erbil city in the Kurdish
movements, associations and organizations, which covertly and
openly are arose during the post World War I, the role of Erbil in
the lragi movements and organizations, and the activities of
Kurd Jews to support Jews in the world. The other part discusses
the emergence of Sheikh Mahmud's movements, the relationship
between Erbil and Sheikh Mahmud and the attitude of Erbil
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personages toward these movements. In the last part of this
chapter, the issue of Simko Shikak's coming to the Bahrka area,
talks and meetings with Simko and the conspiracy against Simko
are explained. In addition, Ozdamir Pasha's efforts to bring back
the Turkish authority to the area and his attempts to attract the
attention of tribal leaders are discussed as well.
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