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Mother Bahiya Symbol of revolutionary mothers
by: Mariam Saba

In the course of the Iranian Revolution, countless mothers lost
one or more children and made many sacrifices. They all are
mothers of the revolution, mothers of emancipation and
freedom. Here we are writing about Mother Bahi-ya as
symbol of such mothers, 50 8 t0 pay tribute to all of them.

Mother Bahi-ya brought up ten children and step-children.
She lost five of them in the revolution, and five were away
from her for a long time. Left by herself and alone, her
belongings were confiscated, her house searched many times.
Still, she patiently resisted humiliation and degradation. In the
midst of revolution she remainied calm, a source of love and
hope. She never lost faith in overthrowing the state of darkness,
inhumanity and barbarism.

She was the mother of Foad Mostafa Soltani, one of the
main founders and the leader of Komala. Foad, an electrical
enginceing g ‘graduate, was imprisoned under the Shah and led
afan jay hunger srike in protest at unbearable prison
condions. This sike, which defended the right of all
prisoners, political and criminal, to humane and dignified
treatment, ended successfully. Foad died in a battle with the
troops of the Islamic Republic. A couple of days earlier, two
of his brothers, Hossein and Amin, had been executed by the
Islamic regime. Both had also been members of Komala and
famous political figures. Foad is also remembered for
organising the famous, historic march of the people of
Marivan city against the military presence of the Islamic
regime in the city. He created many revolutionary initiatives
1o advance the mass organisation of the peasants and workers.
His political leadership, courage and determination, and. his
comradeship will always be missed.

A year later, Mother Bahi-ya’s two other sons, Majed and
Amjad who were Komala underground activists in Tabriz,
were arrested. Afier enduring torture for many months, during
which time they showed great resistance and courage, they
were assassinated by the butchers of the Islamic Republic.
Her son-in-law, Dr Ja-far Shafiee, member of the Central
Committees of both the Communist Party of Iran and
Komala, and a \wll loved personality among the workers and
poor peaple of Kurdistan, was killed in a car accident while

rty n. Five of her sons, one som-in-law, six
intellectuals: all killed in the service of

evohiionary

Mother Bahi-ya
Symbol of revolu

nary mothers

Mother Bahi-ya died less than two years ago from cancer in Uppsala,
Sweden. Here, we pay tribute to her, remembering all she has done
for the emancipation of oppressed and deprived people.

nwluuon and humanity, socialism and freedom in less than

Mo\hcr Balu i-ya cried in silence.

courage, and a

or their fellow raman beigs, o pERImRERER

They had been taken away from her, and murdered by the
forces of ignorance, exploitation and hate.

er two surviving sons, two step-sons and one daughter

were peshmergas and members of the party for many years,

and some still are.

Hossein, Amjad, Foad, Majed, and Amin, all had
inherited her great ethical and human characteristics. After the
deaths of her distinguished sons, she continued lfe with dignity
and pride. She had not cried a single tear in view of her enemies
‘when they handed over the remains of her beloved sons Amjad
and Majed. When her sons’ ruthless kilers smashed their
gravestones time and again, it was Mother Bahi-ya who
repaired them every time. On many occasions, Komala

shmergas on secret missions hid in her village of Almaneh,
‘which allowed them to return safely to their bases.

She was the face of resistance for the people of Kurdistan,
a symbol of respect, revolution and emancipation from the
forces of darkness. She taught other mothers and sisters 1o be
patient, to tolerate hardships with dignity in the absence of
husbands and sons. When paying visits to Komala's camps,
she was a source of comfort and motherly love, especially to
the women peshmergas.

Who then was Mother Bahi-ya? Jamileh Rahirmi, writing in
the Persian-language magazine Peykar-e Zan (Women's
struggle), deseribed her as ‘a woman who was ot writer, who
had no books nor wrote poetry, yet who was more influential
than any book one can read... She was not a member of any
political party but her quiet political activities will always be
remembered... Afer al those problems she went through, afer
all the sons she lost, her heart broken many times, when you
talked to her, you wouldn't find a broken person. You couldn't
pity her, you only could respect her, After a short conversation
with Mother Bahi-ya, one’s own problems seemed much
smaller. She had one of the strongest personalities one could
ever find. She was a mountain of hope."

e had given them life,

Mariam Saba

‘The Mostafa-Soltani brothers. From left to right: Hossein, Amjad, Foad, Majed, and Amin
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