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Abstract
Tobacco Movement in Iran (1890-1892)

Tobacco Movement is considered one of the most important events during the reign of
Nasir-Aldeen, king of of Qajar (1848-1896). At the same time, it was the first political
movement in the history of Iran. Masses of people revolted against favoritism and monopoly
of Iran’s tobacco to the interest of British companies. Merchants, Shiite spiritual leaders and
intellectuals played a great role in this uprising. The uprising which had spread all over Iran
peacefully and violently obliged the Qajar state to abolish the agreement. This movement
paved the way for a wider and more radical movement which was Mashroota movement
(1905).
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