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A look on the past
An outline of the future

The role of Oil in self- determination of
people of Kurdistan

(Kurdistan’s history after First World War through the
study of oil policies of super powers in the Middle
East)

By: Kawa Nadir Kadir
hewler-Kurdistan
2007
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Summary

Humankind knows of oil since ancient times, as long as
five to six thousand years ago oil had been used in
construction of buildings, irrigation channels, women
face makeup, as well as for the military purposes in the
form of fire balls thrown against enemy. Zarathustians
used it in religious ceremonies; as maintaining holy
fire, welcoming ceremonies of guests and senior
persons. Herodotus and Xenophon have written records
on the issue. Archaeological finds in the Babylon tower
and Sumerian buildings indicated that they had been

using oil as impregnation material.

In the fourth century the oil was used and transported
by Bamboo pipeline for steaming salty water in China.
It was used for lighting in Baghdad and Baku in the
eighth and ninth century respectively. Crude oil was
distilled in 1853 by Polish scientist Luke Sives, and in
1856 in Nitosevel/Pennsylvania by Russian scientist
Mizrov. At the beginning of the 20™ century oil wells
was drilled in Canada, Mexico, Venezuela, East Indian
islands and in the Middle East (specifically eastern

Kurdistan).

During that period the serious international conflict
occurred between UK, Germany, Russia, France &
USA on supremacy over the oil producing countries in
the Middle East and the privilege of controlling
extraction of this commodity. Construction of Berlin-
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Baghdad railway was a part of that benefit which
Germany obtained from the Ottoman Empire
performing exploration on oil in the area its width 20

km from that line.

Basra was occupied at the beginning of the First World
War, as well as Abadan and adjacent areas during
Second World War by the British forces aiming its oil

resources rather than its military strategic position.

Oil gained political value in addition to economical
values especially after the energy crisis in 1973-1979
and it was one of the reasons for the outbreak of many
wars especially at the beginning of this century such as:
Afghanistan, Kuwait, and the Iraq liberation war

against the regime of Saddam Hussein.

As the world oil production reached 85 million barrels
per day in 2005, the Middle East region accounted for
35% of that production. The world oil reserves
amounts to 1150 billion barrels, of which 65% is
located in this region especially in Saudi Arabia,
Southern Irag & Kurdistan. Kurdistan is at the heart of
this region and can produce 5 million barrels per day
(20% of the oil production of the region).

It is no doubt that the reason behind the American
concern and military presence in the middle east is the
region’s strategic and vital oil resources, and control of
the oil fields which will enable USA to play a vital role
in the global policy, especially toward Europe, Japan
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and China, whom depend largely on oil from the
region.

While the supply of oil is diminishing, industrialised
world’s demand for oil is increasing, especially in
China and USA. Since USA’s domestic production of
oil is declining, the required oil quantity must be

secured from somewhere else.

This book comprises of three chapters, each of which
includes several sections and the book contains a
political analysis of the history of our Kurdistani
people in terms of deprivation and suffering from the
ravages and setbacks as a result of international

conflicts in the region.

The first chapter examines the history of Oil in Middle
East and Kurdistan and nature of the oil industry under
the control of Kurdistan’s occupants. The second
chapter analyses the status of people of Kurdistan after
the first and Second World War as well as deprivation
of the people of Kurdistan from their own national
independent as consequences of the policies and
strategic interests of industrial economies. It also deals
with suffering of our people from the ravages of

genocide and setbacks by regimes occupied Kurdistan.

The last chapter of the book reviews policies of the
united states of America and it’s oil strategy especially
in the middle east, the new world order, globalization
and consequences the struggle of our people for
independence. It seems that the role of regional powers
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and those occupied Kurdistan started to be diminished
and Kurdistan became a strategic location in the fight
against terrorism.

The events confirm new horizons for the people of
Kurdistan and their hopes in the formation of an
independent state with oil resources to play a positive
and important roll in achieving this goal. It appears that
the doors are being open in the current circumstances
for the people of Kurdistan in gaining national
independence and formation of an independent state, as

well as obtaining peace and democracy in the region.
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