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The White House 

Office of the Press Secretary 
 

For Immediate Release                                                                                  
December 07-2009 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Passage of Iraq's 
Revised Election Law 

The United States congratulates the people of Iraq and their elected 
representatives for the passage of a revised election law, and we 
look forward to the holding of national elections.  The negotiations 
that led to the passage of the election law demonstrate anew that 
the Iraqis and their leaders are committed to taking control of their 
future, and to resolving their differences peacefully and in accord 
with the Iraqi constitution. 

Since 2005, the United States has supported the Iraqi constitution 
as the basis around which all Iraqis can protect their rights and 
work together to build national unity.   That constitution, including 
the establishment of a Kurdistan Regional Government, has 
contributed to Iraqi stability.   The United States reiterates its 
strong support for the Iraqi people and their elected government, 
and reaffirms its respect for the Iraqi constitution, including Article 
140, which addresses the dispute over Kirkuk and other disputed 
internal borders ,and Article 142, which addresses the process for 
constitutional amendments.  We will continue to support the Iraqi 
people and their elected government as they work towards the full 
and fair implementation of the Iraqi constitution. 



 URT

There are still challenges facing Iraq, including disagreements 
between the government of Iraq and the Kurdistan Regional 
Government .  The United States is ready to help all Iraqis come 
together to find new political solutions to ease old conflicts, 
remove old fears and build a future together as a united country 
with a proud, historic place in the international community. 

Following the 2010 parliamentary elections, Iraq will hold 
elections in 2013 and 2014in accordance with its constitution and 
laws.  A current and thorough census will help facilitate the 
conduct of those future elections, and the United States remains 
ready to help the Government of Iraq conduct an accurate census 
next year as one element in support of a stable Iraq with a 
government that is fair and accountable to the Iraqi people. 

The United States thanks the United Nations for its indispensible 
role in helping Iraqis prepare for the upcoming elections and 
pledges to sustain U.S. support for the UN mission in Iraq.@
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S@ðàòìì†@�î‹“m@ñRPPYN 
QTN Šó�íä@ñìbä@ Žðiói@L@@@ñóØómb��òŠbØ@ðäb�ïäbiŠíÔ@üi@ó�‹q@çbn�†ŠíØ@ðmóàíÙy

oŽïäóîó ò†aMŠ@ßbaäó’@Lpbió‚@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠbàˆIRUXYH@Lb÷ðiRPPWN 
QUN ð−ŒŠó��i@L‡��ïª@‡ï���@L@‡��äí @ó��Ü@Ûó��îòìóåïÔómIÛò†ŠòìH@‹mb��îŒ@ñó��ØbØ@ñ

óÜVRðäbiŠíÔ@óäìíi@ðäò†óà@ðm7ýìbè@Lpbió‚@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆISRWTH@LQQ@ñ
@ðÜíÝîó÷RPPYN 

QVN �èbm@Lóàóy@bîŠì@L†bå�ï÷@üi@ó Šóá“Žïq@ñóu†íi@Lðm7ýìbè@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@@òŠb�àˆ
IUPRH@LRUñŠaŒb÷@ñRPPYN@@
QWN bè@pójîbmðm7ýì@L@@@òìíió�è@���ò†@âŽîˆŠ@÷Èói@ði�ïy@ðäbØóàbäóa7Üói@ðŽïqói

@@@a†ü‚ìb�ä@ñMŠó�’@ðä‡äb���a7Üóè@óÜ@L@@ðm7ýìb�è@ñó�àbäónÐóè@L@òŠb�àˆIQTPH@L
ßQPðÜíÝîó÷RPPSN@@
QXN bäaím@L‡Èó�L@pb‚ò†�ŽîìaŠóq@ÛíØŠóØ@a‡Ìói@Lü�b÷@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆQPRY@L

Sðib÷@ñRPPYN 
QYN tNðm7ýìbè@LÙî†@ðÙŽîŠüu@ói@aìóåîóä@pb�Øò†@ón�aŠb÷@×a‹ŽïÈ@ðŽîíä@ñìì‰Žïà@ó@L

ðm7ýìbè@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆIUQXH@LRRðäb�ïä@ñRPPYN@@



 USU

RPN tNðm7ýìbè@L@@@@‘bàó�m@ðäbØó�7ÝŽïè@ì†Ší�Ø@Šó�@üi@çbØóiòŠóÈ@òŠa‡Øóš@ð’‹Žïè
@@ó�äìíi@†b�îŒ@óÜ@ììMŠ@L@@m7ýìb�è@ñó�àbäónÐóèð@L@òŠb�àˆIQXPH@LSP@@@ðäa‹îòŒí�y

RPPTN@@
RQN pbió‚@L@âï�yòMŠ@ðuóy@ðä†‹Ø�an�ò†@@@@@@ó�Ü@ð�Ôa‹Žï÷@ðmaŠó�ib‚íà@ñŠó�iòíŽîMŠói

@@@Šû��m@ðäaìb�m@ó�i@ŽÞ�íà@ñŠb’@L@@pbió�‚@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L@@òŠb�àˆISRWTH@LQQ@ñ
@ðÜíÝîó÷RPPYN 

RRN óàbäˆûMŠ@L@@çbàŠó�n7Ýè@o��íîB@@@@@@ðäòìb�‚@òìbmòŠó��óÜ@Šó�è@âŽîŠó�è@ðmó�àíÙy
@@@ÛíØŠó�Øói@pòŠbió��@ìí�i@óäþï’bÐ@ðÙŽîŠbîM‹iB@L@†‹�q@L@@ó�àbäˆûMŠ@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L

òŠbàˆTYS@LQXñ@ðäa‹îòŒíyRPPYN 
RSN póïÝÝïà@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@pa†ò†@çb�è@†ŠíØ@ñˆ†@çbØóÉï’@bïØŠím@L@@ñó�àbäónÐóè

ðm7ýìbè@LòŠbàˆIQUW@H@óÜQTðàòìì†@ðäìíäbØRPPTN 
RTN ŒŠónîûMŠ@LpbØò†@ñ‹aäóîý@ðäbØóïïÔa‹ŽïÈ@ómŠbq@óÜ@aìa†@ça‹Žï÷@L@†ŠíØ@ðm7ýó�ò†

óÙiŠa†Šìíå����@a‡���Ìói@ó���ÜL@pbió���‚@ñó���àbäˆûMŠ@LòŠb���àˆIRYUYH@LR@ñ
ðÜíÝîó÷RPPXN 

RUN ‘ŠónîûMŠ@L@×a‹ŽïÈ@ðäbØóï�bï�@óäóîý@óÜ@æmìóÙŽîMŠ@ñaìa†@bÙîŠóàó÷@ðäbØò�Žïè
çóØò†@Lû�ïà@ñòìa‹Øì7þi@LòŠbàˆRQ@LQU@ñŒìíàóm@ñRPPYN@@

RVN çaì�’@Lçbmüi@L@‘b�i@ì@Âäò†@L@@@@@ð��‹qaMŠ@pb�Øò†@aìa†@çbØòìím‹aØó�î@òìó�móä
@@oŽî‹Øó�ä@ÛíØŠó�Ø@Šó�óÜ@L@@ü��b÷@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆQPRR@LRS@@ñŒìíàó�m@ñ

RPPYN@@
RWN ðäaì‹Žï’@LçbáÔíÜL@ìíi@ãb−ó÷@Žði@bi†óy@ì@ðmóîa‹i@ñŠa‡î†@L@@ü��b÷@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L

òŠbàˆIYVPH@LRXðäb�ïäRPPY@N@@
RXN ðäaì‹Žï’@LçbáÔíÜ@Lb�bî@ðäìíi@Žði@×a‹ŽïÈ@ñ7ýb÷@L@òìó�nŽî‹Øò†@‰ŽîŠ†@L@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ

ü�b÷@LòŠbàˆIQPPUH@LSPðäa‹îòŒíy@ñRPPYN@@
RYN ð7Ü7ýó @Lñ‡Žïè@LðmóàíÙy@@âŽîŠó�èWR@@@ÛíØŠó�Ø@ðäbîbn��üàbà@ó�ma†ò†ŠbïÝà@L

Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠL@òŠbàˆITVSUH@LRXñŒìíàóm@ñRPPXN@@
SPN âîŠóÙÜì‡jÈ@Lçbibi@L@æ7ÝŽï�èò†@Žðu@ói@ýìóÜóu@ì@óî‡Èó�@b�‹m@óÜ@L@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ

Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@LòŠbàˆITXRYH@LRW@ðmbií’RPPYN@@
SQN 7ýì‡ióÈ@Lbèóm@L@@ó Šóá�“Žïq@çaíŽïäó�Ü@ça†a‡ÙŽïq@@@pa†ò†ììMŠ@×a‹�ŽïÈ@ñbqí��@ì@L

Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆITYUYH@LRU@ðib÷@ñRPPYN@@



 USV

SRN 7ýì‡ióÈ@Lüåîˆ@Lçb�íÈ@µàŠóä@L@@@ð�ä†‹Ø@Žð�u@ói@Žðu@ñò†a�÷@@×a‹ŽïÈ@ðmó7Üìò†
ñò††bàIQTPHóïä@ñ@L@Žñí�ä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆITXRUH@L@@ó�ÜQY@ñ

ŠaŒb÷RPPYN@@
SSN 7ýì‡ióÈ@Lüåîˆ@Lóä@ðmòŠaŒòì×a‹ŽïÈ@ðmìSU@@âŽîŠóè@ñòíŽï’ìbè@ðmìóä@��ójŽî‹ 

@pb���Øò†@a����áï÷@L@@Žñí���ä@ðäbn����†ŠíØ@ñó���àbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb���àˆITXYWH@L
QUðäa‹îòŒíyRPPYN@@
STN 7ýì‡ióÈ@Lüàbä@Lð�bè@×Šbm@L@@@ü‚óiŠó��@ðäbn��†ŠíØ@ðäìíi@o�ìŠ†@ói@óaŽîMŠ

æîò†bä@LóàbäˆûMŠ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆTXY@LQTðäa‹îòŒíy@ñRPPYN@@
SUN 7þ7Üì‡ióÈ@Lèómb@L@@@ó�i@ó�Øb �ŽîŠbq@ñòŠa‡ï÷@†‹Ø@bi†óy@��ïÜ@óÜ@ñaìa†@ðÙÜbà

o��ŽïåŽïéjÙŽïq@ÖÐìaìó��m@L@Žñí��ä@ðäbn���†ŠíØ@ñó��àbäˆûMŠ@LòŠb��àˆITXUV@H@ó��Ü
RXðäb�ïäRPPY@N 
SVN 7þ7Üì‡ióÈ@LaŠa†@L@@@@ó�åŽîìb÷@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@_ñŠó�ÑÈóu@çb�î@íi@×óè@Šó�@óÜ@†ŠíØ@L

òŠbàˆIUP@H@L@ñŠaìŠói@óÜRVðàóØóî@ðäíäbØ@ñRPPVN 
SWN �îŒóÈ@LŠ†bÔ@Lñò†bàüiQTP@@@@@@a‹Øó�ä@Žðuó�i@Žð�u@a‡�îü‚@ñò†aìó�Ü@L@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ

ðm7ýìbè@LòŠbàˆISXWH@LóÜQSðàòìì†@ðäìíäbØRPPXN 
SXN çb�íÈ@L†óàó«@L@ñó�Ùî�ä@óîüØ@óÜTP@@@Šó��óÜ@ðîb��bî@ñaìa†I@@b�Ìb÷@â��bÔ@H

oŽî‹Øò†@ñŠbàüm@Lðm7ýìbè@ñóàbäónÐóè@LòŠbàˆIQRWH@LQQðäa‹îòŒíyRPPSN@@
SYN kîŠó��Ì@LÈì@7ýì‡��ióÈ@ü��åîˆŠó��àí@L@ðä†‹Ù7Üü��š@ñaìa†@ó��ØóÔ�Ð@ð��ÙŽî�Žïè

†‹Ø@çbî†ŠíØ@ðÙŽî‡äí @L@@Žñí�ä@ðäbn��†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆITXWQH@LQU@ñ
ð�îbàRPPYN@@

TPN kîŠóÌ@L@Šó�àíÈ@L@@@@@@ó�ïä@ð�ØòŠò†@ñ��Žïè@ó�i@���îíŽïq@ÛíØŠó�Ø@L@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ
Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@LòŠbàˆITVTSH@LV@õðib÷RPPXN@@

TQN kîŠó��Ì@LŠó��àíÈ@L@@ó��÷@ð��’óiìbè@ð��ÙŽîŠìˆ@ðÙÜb��à@@ÛíØŠó��Ø@ó��Ü@�à
oŽïåŽïèò‡ÙŽïq@L@@Žñí�ä@ðäbn��†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@@òŠb�àˆITXUXH@LSP@@ðäb��ïä@ñ

RPPY@L 
TRN kîŠóÌ@LŠóàíÈ@L@@a‹Ù�’óia†@a‡�äbØòìaMŠó @òŠaìb÷@Šó�ói@ñŠbØìbè@L@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ

Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@LòŠbàˆITXUPHL@RQðäb�ïäRPPY@N@@
TSN çbà‡î‹Ð@L‘bàüm@L×a‹ŽïÈ@aì7ýbà@L@@æmìóØŠó��@ñaíïèó�i@L@‹�Øì7þi@û�ï�à@ñòìa@L

òŠbàˆRR@L@óÜQV@ñŒìíàóm@ñRPPYN 



 USW

TTN Š†bÔ@LŠbïn�óè@Lçb�íÈ@†í¼óà@Z@@òìó�äó‚bä@‹móáïnäb�@Ûóî@µmìì@ðŽïq@Šóº‹i
çbn�†ŠíØ@ðáŽîŠóè@Šó�@L@@ó�àbäˆûMŠ@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆIUUSH@LRW@@�î‹�“m@ñ

@ðàóØóîRPPYN 
TUN Š†bÔ@LŠbïn�óè@L@†Ší�Ø@ðÙŽî‹îŒòì@L@@@@‘b�i@a‡�äa‹îŒòì@ðäó�àí−ó÷óÜ@çó�á ò†ói@

òìa‹Ø@ÛíØŠóØóÜ@LóàbäˆûMŠ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆUSP@LQQðib÷@ñRPPYN 
TVN ðäbiŠíÔ@LÓŠbÈ@L@æŽï7Üò‡�Žïq@çbáïš@çbØòŠbàb÷@a‡îŒó òMŠ@ñìbnØbq@óÜ@L@@ñó�àbäˆìMŠ

ü�b÷@LòŠbàˆIYTWHóÜIX@ðäb�ïä@ñRPPYH@LßSN@@
TWN ñŠóšüØ@L@Šaíåï�’ì@ÒïmóÜ@pìóØŠó�@L@@@@óØóï7ÜüÔŠaí�š@ó�åmìóÙÙŽîMŠ@ð�Žïq@ó�i@L

y@oŽïäaímò†@†ŠíØ@@@òìónŽïåŽï�’òìíj7Üóè@ðÙïÜb�à@ñó�ØómóàíÙ@LUSM@@@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ
ü�b÷@LòŠbàˆIXVSH@LRUðàòìì†@�î‹“mRPPX@@

TXN òìbØ@L@ãbîó�‚@L@@ñŠíäó�àóy@b�äaím@L@@@ñòìó�ä‡äbÔóm@ü‚ó�Ü@Šó�i@L@@@ó�i@ÚŽïn��Šû�m
oŽî‹Øò†@�an�ò†@ìa‹Ø‰ŽîM�àüi@ðÙŽïåŽïn“q@L@ü��b÷@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆIYVSHL@S@

ð�îbàRPPYN@@
TYN âîŠóØ@LŽñŠìbè@LBŠím@@@@�� a†@ÚŽïåŽîí�’@Šó�è@b�ïØ@@@òìòŠò†@ónŽï�šbä@pb�Ùi@L@@òìó�÷

ó��îbïØŠím@ñŠóÙ���óÈ@�àó��÷@ð���ïÝuóà@ðmó��jîbm@ðÙŽîŠb��îM‹iB@L@ñó��àbäˆûMŠ
ðm7ýìbè@LòŠbàˆISYYH@LRT@õðmbií’RPPXN@@

UPN Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@L@@@@@@@a‹Ù�’b÷@a‡�Ìói@ñó�ØòìóåïÔóm@ñòŠb�i@ó�Ü@Žñí�ä@ñŠbØò†Šìì
o��Žïiò†@L@@Žñí��ä@ðäbn���†ŠíØ@ñó��àbäˆûMŠ@LòŠb��àˆIUPQQH@LRX@�î‹��“m@ñ
ðàóØóîRPPYN@@

UQN �îŒíàóà@L‡ïÈó�@LŽÞ�ìíà@NNbn�Žï÷bmV@@@@Šó�i@ó�Ü@Ûóió�’@ñ†ŠíØ@ó7Übà@ŠaŒóè
@ìòìín“ŽïéŽïu@çbîóØòŠb’@çbn�Šû�m@ñó’òMŠóèVYX@@@@‡ïèó�’@”ïØóió�’@ñ†ŠíØ

pbió‚@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@çìa‹Ø@LòŠbàˆIRXWPH@LU@ðäa‹îòŒíyRPPXN@@
URN âuóä@L�ýóÐ@LŽî†ü÷@ðà7ýòì@ó Šóá“Žïq@ñ‹îŒòìòìóma†ò†@üä‹@LóàbäˆûMŠ@ñóàbäˆûMŠL@

@òŠbàˆITSYH@LóÜRYñŠaŒb÷RPPYN@@
USN â’bè@L†íÉ�@LB@@@@òìí�i@aìó�åîóä@���ïÜ@ðä‡�äaMŠû†@ðØòŠó�@ñŠbØüè@ð7Üò‡äó @Z

ðm7ýìbè@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆIUQVH@LQUðäb�ïä@ñRPPYN@@
UTN pó��jîbm@L@@ðäbØòím‹aØó��î@ó��móîþîì@ì@×a‹��ŽïÈ@çaí��Žïä@ñó��àbåmìóÙŽîMŠ@ð��Ôò†

@@b��i@ó��Ü@bÙîŠó��àó÷@@@@�n���ƒÙŽîMŠ@ì@bÙîŠó��àó÷@ðäb��Øò�Žïè@ñòìóäb��“Ø@ñòŠ



 USX

a‡ïmbØ@ñòìóäbà@ñòìbà@óÜ@çbïäbØóïïØýbš@Lü�b÷@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆXUX@LQX@ñ
@ðàòìì†@�î‹“mRPPXN@@

UUN kîŠóÌ@LŠóàíÈ@L@@òìóîbØó�’@ñŒŠó�i@ói@Šóè@çbØóïØíØŠóØ@ñìbåŽîí‚@ñónïÐý@L
Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆITVSVH@LRY@õñŒìíàómRPPXN@@

UVN óäóaäòŒ@L†óàó«@LRT@@@@Šó��@òìó�nŽïi@ÛíØŠóØ@çóØò†@aìa†@çóàìí−ó÷@ðàa‡äó÷
çbn�†ŠíØ@ðáŽîŠóè@Lpbió‚@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆIRYRWH@L@óÜQðib÷@ñRPPXN@@

UWN óåŽîìb÷@L@@@@@@ÛíØŠó�Ø@ð�äaŠò†@çb�“ïqü‚@ó�Ü@a‡�ïä†‹ØóÔóm@ñŠbîM‹i@ñòŠó�Ðó÷@ìó÷
pbé7Üóè@a‡Ìói@ìòŠói@LóåŽîìb÷@ñóàbäónÐóè@LòŠbàˆIQSSH@LU@ñ@ðib÷RPPXN@@

UXN Šó��èìóu@Lßýó��u@Lñò††b��àIQTPH@@@@ì†Ší��Ø@ðàó��‚ŠónàóØ@çaí��Žïä@ó��Ü
@@a‡��äbåàˆì†@ð��äþq@ì@×a‹ŽïÈó��Ü@çaŠa‡m7ýó���ò†@�n���ƒŽîían“qA@L@ñó��àbäˆûMŠ

ðm7ýìbè@LòŠbàˆIQSQH@LQTðmbií’@ñRPPWN 
UYN Šó�íä@ñìbä@Žði@ói@L@@@çbn��†ŠíØ@ðäbØó�äb Šü÷@ñaM‹ÙŽïm@üi@ñ‰ïma��@�mìóÙŽîMŠ

ØŠó�@óÜ@ñü ínÑ a‹@Lpbió‚@ñóàbäˆûđMŠ@LòŠbàˆIRUYXH@LQWðib÷RPPWN@@
VPN ü�b÷@Lóîa†@ã�ä@ðÙŽïn�b÷@óÜ@çbn�†ŠíØ@óÜ@ñŠaˆóè@L@@ü��b÷@ñó�àbäˆûMŠ@L@@òŠb�àˆ

IYUYH@LRWðäb�ïä@ñRPPYN@@
VQN Žñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@L@@@×a‹�ŽïÈ@ðäb�äa†@çþ�q@ðmòŠaŒòì@Z@@@@ñŠaˆó�è@ñò‰�ŽîMŠ@æî�àó�Ø

óîa‡äbn���†ŠíØ@ðáŽîŠó��èóÜ@LŽñí��ä@ðäbn���†ŠíØ@ñó��àbäˆûMŠL@@òŠb��àˆITXUUH@L
RWðäb�ïäRPPYN@@
VRN @ñŒì‡�äaìòMŠ@L@ŽñMŠìb�è@L@@@@@@ð7Üò‡�äó @�n�“Žïèóä@ì@ñ‹Žï Šb�Ø@ðîŒb��Øbš@ñó�ä‰ïÜ

ça‹îŒòì@ðäóàí−ó÷@óäò†ò†@pŠüqaMŠ@LŽñíä@ðäbn�†ŠíØ@óàbäˆûMŠ@L@òŠb�àˆITVVYH@L
UðÜíÝîó÷RPPXN@@
VSN t@Nðm7ýìbè@L@@@@@@@ñŠó�ÑÈóu@ó�Ü@ó�å‚òMŠ@ãó�èŠói@Šü�nØ†@a‡�mójîbm@ðØóîóàbä@óÜ

oŽî‹ ò†@Lðm7ýìbè@ñóàbäˆûMŠ@LòŠbàˆIRSRH@LQSñŒìíàómRPPUN 
VTN Šó�íä@ñìbä@Žði@ói@L@@òìó�mbØò†@ŒŠó�i@Ší�@ðmŠbØ@ÛíØŠóØ@óÜ@üä‹Žî†ü÷@ŽßaMŠóäòˆ@L

Žßaìóè@ñóàbäónÐóè@LòŠbàˆISQXH@Lãón’óè@ð7Üb�@LRXðmbií’@ñRPPYN@@
VUN ðm7ýìbè@L@@@@@@@@Šb�åî†@çü�ïÝà@Ûó�î@ñM‹�i@ÛíØŠó�Ø@ó�Ü@ó�°ìóy@ðäbØò†ŠíØ@òŠaìb÷
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