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Introduction

Researching on the various aspects of the role of media is considered
as an important topic, because it has strong links with the life of
individuals and the society. Political knowledge and the role of
electronic websites in this respect are of particular importance, which
are not just important but also novel and indispensable topics. In this
respect, openness of the Kurdistan Region and its media to the world
and fast development in science and technology has contributed to the
development of Kurdish electronic websites. The focus of electronic
websites on different topics and issues has become a subject for

debate and scientific research.

From this perspective, the study of the role of electronic websites in
creating political knowledge in the Kurdistan Region is conducted in
the form of a practical and analytical analysis; this study has two
parts, the first is a survey-questionnaire about the point of view of
instructors from the University of Raparin and the Cihan University
regarding this topic, while the second part deals with conducting

content analysis for political news on the website of Rudaw.

At the present times, the electronic websites generally play crucial
and effective roles in spreading knowledge, intellectuality, and
providing political analysis about the political process, political parties
and political elites. They also play a great role in creating knowledge,
seeding information and diffusing political awareness among the

public.
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All the aforementioned reasons have prompted the researcher to study
this topic through employing scientific methods, in order to reveal the
vagueness and ambiguity surrounding “the role of Kurdish electronic
websites” in formation of the political knowledge in the Kurdistan

Region, which is the main problem of this study.

For further clarification of the problem, a few more questions are
stated as follows: i) what is the level of influence of the Kurdish
electronic websites in creating political knowledge for elite audiences
in the Kurdistan Region? ii) Do the Kurdish electronic websites have
positive and negative influence in forming political knowledge in the
Kurdistan Region? iii) To what extent does the public in the Kurdistan
Region depend upon the Kurdish electronic websites to receive
information, intellectuality, and by way of political analysis? iv) What
is the form and content of political news in the Kurdish electronic

websites in the Kurdistan Region?

This study is a descriptive research, for the practical aspect both
content analysis and survey methods are used. From a sampled year
for the sample of the study, from the electronic website of Rudaw
news content analysis is conducted for the data. The sample of the
study is the total number of mentioned universities instructors in the

Kurdistan Region, and total number of the Kurdish electronic websites
in Y. v

The sample of the study is taken from two universities in the
Kurdistan Region, University of Raparin in Rania city, as a public
university, and Cihan University in Erbil, a private university, along

with the electronic website of Rudaw. The main reason for
YA



considering university teachers is that they have high level of
intellectuality in comparison with the other classes of the society.
Thus it is hypothesized that university instructors are under a great
amount of influence from the electronic media. Moreover, using

electronic media requires high level of education and knowledge.

Among the genres of journalism from the website of Rudaw, due to its
influence, only news is chosen. And in news only “political news” is
selected, because of its effect on forming knowledge, intellectuality,

and political awareness.

The most important tool that is used for data collection in this study is
a survey-questionnaire. It is composed of a few questions and parts to
draw conclusions of the study. For the data analysis the researcher has
used SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) a computer
program to translate the data to findings for better integration of the
outcomes for enriching this study. In addition, interviews and noting

are used, too.

This dissertation comprises six chapters: the first chapter is the
methodology and data collection process, this chapter has four
sections namely methods of the research, defining the terms in this
study, review of previous literature and studies, and analyzing the

existing literature.

The second chapter centers on media and political knowledge, and it
has two sections: the first section deals with political knowledge and
its formation and the second section discusses the role of media in

creating political knowledge.
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The third chapter entitled as electronic websites and political
knowledge which consists of two sections: the first part deals with
electronic websites, stages of progress, and their development. The
second part highlights the role of electronic websites in creating
political knowledge and its relevance to the cultivation theory.

Chapter four, deals with practical aspects of the study and reflecting
university lecturers’ point of views about the role of electronic
websites in the process of formation of political knowledge in the
Kurdistan Region and its discussion.

The fifth chapter discusses the analytical part of this thesis, which
deals with level and direction of political knowledge on the Kurdish
electronic websites. In this part

a systematic intentional sample is taken, for content analysis of
political news, which was published on the electronic website of

Rudaw for a year.

Chapter six concludes the dissertation and states the findings,

recommendations and research implications, and the references list.
The most important results of this dissertation are as follows:

« The highest ratio for using electronic websites by university
instructors in the Kurdistan Region is between ()-Y) hours in

Y ¢ hours.

« Most university instructors use electronic websites as the main

source for political knowledge
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Easy usage and speed in transferring information are
considered as the fundamental factors, and transfer pace is the
most important and the first reason for university professors to
use electronic websites as a source for political knowledge in
the Kurdistan Region.

Language has a crucial role in using the foreign electronic
websites, among the foreign electronic websites the Arabic and
English websites are the most used ones in the Kurdistan
Region.

The Kurdish electronic websites are a good source of political

awareness for university instructors in the Kurdistan Region.

University instructors in the Kurdistan Region depend on

electronic websites for enriching their political knowledge.

Political affairs of the Kurdistan Region in general are the

priority for university instructors to investigate.

Political analyses on the Kurdish electronic websites are
trustworthy, because they depend on scientific analysis and
subjectivity of the topics. Initially becomes a temporary
analysis, but once emphasized it may become a constituent
factor. Likewise, realistic political analysis can represent and

depict the world view of the receivers

Political news among the other news on the website of Rudaw

has the highest ratio and the greatest number in quantity.
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Among the news on politics related to Irag on the electronic
website of Rudaw, news related the relationship between Iraq
and Kurdistan Region happens to be the first priority, and
news related to security and war ranked as the second.

Among the news related to the topic of elections and
referendum in the Southern Kurdistan those related to
Referendum and Southern Kurdistan’s independence are the
first, and covers the majority of the news tab on Rudaw

electronic website.

On the topics of war on terror and Southern Kurdistan, events
related to shooting, kidnapping in the other cities, success of
Peshmarga in war against terrorism, have received special

attention on Rudaw's electronic website.
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