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Abstract
In Kurdish language two different sets of personal suffixes
are identified .. Set (A) (m—t—1i: - ma:n—ta:n—ya:n) and set (B) (m
—iit—=0/ait/et- i:zn—n-n).
They perform two different tasks in opposite tenses, as shown in
the following diagram::

Tense
Subject A B
Object B A

To transfer a Morphosyntactic construction in which the subject,
direct object and indirect object are expressed by personal suffix
pronouns:

1 — The subject personal suffix pronoun is deleted.
2 — The present stem of the verb is taken.
3 — The passive marker ( -r) is added.
4 — If the tense of the verb was in past:
a — The past tens marker ( - a: ) is suffixed to the stem of the
verb.
b — The indirect personal pronoun suffix, which is from set
(B), will be replaced
by its counterpart from set (A) and will move to attach the
preposition.

If the tense of the verb was in present:
a — The present tens marker ( - e ) is suffixed to the stem of the
verb.
b — The direct personal pronoun suffix, which is from set (A),
will be replaced by
its counterpart from set (B) and will move to attach the verb stem.
This paper is an attempt to show the rules that govern this
phenomenon.

20



(A Lt O s 3 3 0

M=V J YW T35 s sbaulkd 6)‘3;

- -
- - -

v

™ v v - Q) ol v e s .« .

::’;s;s_._s&éd 43[3‘3 9 ‘34:: ‘;645 GY‘Lj ¢ |..\%@J U';‘L; 4

(Baw) -caigpos 35 35 -

Obls)

red pla gl all

-2

$o0IS Ll s3a (oo - 0ea ol g9 (Suiailesy) iy Ll
G ot Sy S (3B T a3l T Sl Sl
halan s 4 GeSes g ladh ¢ Kiils

SLdis eaylbo add o agbly 5 e Slaes uli ad (g3a b &

CH LN}

pd OLSLG 53 (IS 5 laya) - wda 5L 3 99 TS (Pley 4

2\,\,\)00\9[}‘; |J4:t4:ui'.‘.;

S
I IRES asly sas2l) laga | uiS | oyleb
QREL 9 LU ueslals Qs
C)) A
¢ ¢ o )
S < B Y JG
SRR “ 5 1
o2 ole 4ol )
O oL 8935 v R
o ob Olys v

21



O‘J_:Q 4 03\94.1:.‘3 u_"s_._a‘v):uod \;:i wﬁéJ‘)bJ |JJ[S U&‘d OlSéJlg b‘,u“v)

(amed 5,40 (JF) Bl a8 5 e

I

sasslals | asslals | qaanly | susinly laga | pudS | syle}
FEE | pRUE | gRUH | ueE

p-Sed| a-283| a-gsa p-aS ) )

S - dSe0 | Cu-asd | Cuogsa | S-aS 5 Y| Jdb
Ol Seu | cd. sy TS & -39S 948 Y
Op-Sed | p-aed| p-gsx| Ole-aS| 4 \
O-4Se3| G-med | G-y | GBS | a8 Y RS
O-4Sea | H-mae | Hogen| ObL-aS| s Y

EOlat a0 eiSu G (O - 0L - ple- - - p) (A) shwsn
Tl pds ¢ Zélod o9y
Fautial) w0 - ()
Sl S0 - (Y
Sadis - (V
Sady oS (¢
J‘S U'§°~V) - (°

Gl

b\,i—}é;ﬂ ‘LS&J‘S.‘ b\"—]‘)\"”u ‘J4S4:M.HJ 4.‘3.5‘34:&“‘) 6)‘5)4—})&6 - \

.:;S.Jeé

22



bsaws WG B Lo be Gled -
eSden 8930wl (0 4 e Ayt e T Y
wbes 6 oL B ot
eSou sgemiadds 4 gpd GBIA G OIS0 -
bso Lo B oled
oo s yeSe Rl 4 gpd Beual, ¢
Bbes b -G Gl
DL gbosa ld
P eSden OJQJ[S‘;G‘V) QMG‘S...Z\;;_O

Ol ol

09658 (Soy 4 weda (G- 0 -0 - led-co-p) (B) susy
.:’Slad
Do o8 (G500 ) (o8 () (6 U Ka lSa,lS o5bl,
9 wudS pleda G (IS (SHHUL) 4 (pdies Gy sl bl Bl
a0 Bogha bodisd ad gulub o Ju 4 L6 0S8 ARa o)l

I‘al?:l‘t:l 4:&;‘4

23



: by

SLL 0 (SeulSH0) 096 (o (A) Gwss © Htw () LG )
(5,589 ya (B) stiwss 4 ydw 5yl

G Sa,lH0 055 - (2 (B) shiwes st (04K L84 Y
(5800 Kia (A) Gwes 4w sylSd S3b

(008 OLEA (sl ¥ 5 V5 Olsd S i 4 4Seyl S Kia a4l

:64::“‘) 4_‘

vE oy

PSidiased da 3
L - B

LG — i

el geay s (510l ¢ GSands L su

() sasslals (Sey — O
IS (Sl 4 (el ) L0 SuSKa

Gdd o 0 (sy55laly) USG5 o,4lS () S K- )
$otSo 3Ly o3 - (203 (B) siwes d ,45 [ ssslals oIS ,&E ¥ 3
A (B) shiwss L e S L ()

C(A) Gawss Ly (4 Ss0 53 g Shwss U g (SHL) - Y
L sSes (A ) ha (0L 4 (4a) Hamlits (Olo) s

1508 slulb w0 (A) guwes G S (Ol — Y
o (-80) &S Slan a‘,o)i&;‘;.?&gg

S () (2o 4500l & ¢ (O slub iy o — 8

tiise 0 S,

- Gle - s

24



¥ a0l o (Suluba (o) bl ¢ (@) (aes — 0
G0 4S Gy haalan &
anlesy
P sy d
e g s
0S5 - aT
LG -3
a0 gl bl - ole
el geay s (el (Gl s
(O ) sy (Sey — (S
I S, 4 (5) L6 PuSKa 5
5 Gda g 6 (sasinl) OIS 5 5,005 () Sy @IS - )
6ot ssLly o, (e (V) shwes U HaSs (o gpunl, € ,& Y
A (A) GGwss L ydw S 4 (Glo)
faais (V) e Bly . (paSen 55 oS Gwesn U 49 (olSH0) 35 - ¥
5800 (F) (B (e2)-4 () vwiho (o)
eSS (Ko, S gFA el a5 b G w T
135 oisd slob 3o @ apole 450G (2 g ge Woy (L) — ¢
dwaals 5 Betwhl K40 5 Ja i) @, 50 H1 86 1 SG
s 90,8l ad S 4 OLSeylSd 645l odSt wos ¢ gt laeS i,
Sdea sy (- 69) uKaks ooy (Koo
O oShlul G s (Y 45 LSBLa doy 50558 ilay — €
Py S g oY () sl

C“:"u-.‘:‘:‘-d)L“-°J

25



(250155555) slwbias (@) ¢ () ¥ snh) S8 ol s () —°
() du 4 (e

(o0 Glogs 4ail) oo caiiilasy

pd OLBlearusle 33 5 (2) 9 () Gy estbiss S86yKia

:oJﬁonSJm |J4:a4.'é"

e a3 Ol 3S et o Cexias s et S 1
s - 83 SHla 5B 4anh Sas o drs - 83 4ans 35
a3l ASe LS S Sy asslala A, s,

LA B X B A X
s ‘_',L.
[P TP gy S | s o O - ‘_,L.o_a...l
.__\_\_\_\A.I‘Abu‘

. l:‘%L;Cu‘V)”J -é\;ﬁa;’;t 65\,4:! &]b" ééd\,ljbd 4:14:\4.1.9 ‘343 ‘SLA:\.I.U
3 sslilSdany o Hlsyiiwl K 5 s 943368 gLl el s
63_5 4_3‘9‘,_3\, LA:t_AA)Jh 4_3 J)ﬁ US‘,JJ_)LA C.\J‘ilée ul:ulSl.A:\_..u

2 v
Bty

o -

26



Shlearw Gl a5 9500 © s (0) ¥ slab Suben 4
Todads 4S 8y pudn S
alesy

T eaHIEe T Sl ) Ll j3e (o ladiidgla e ad
OGS A 0, S pluylaae olSyla ¢ (a5
rad bl oSl sesaaolen d o OlolSlaaw 35 s ylolSean,
 HeSen oladt (HPHP 9 I S subagyl 46 &
1S Oladpls g3 9 Gineasb (an3i3h,de) SBLLL @ plolaslasd
SELub G plilaslasd  (aSes (ladas (2 3158,50 5 pSbiaw)
i I (B F st YO ¢ 35m00 4b (SB35, 30)
oyl S (Suoghly (LS B 3a3s,50) U

27



S xdglhey
Py a,lis a s (gt Polosynthetic (w313 sewli 31 - )
58 Gotussd S a3l (S S (Y1) e sease by
RAN
oolaggs 0 VO b (Slysle) (PSS ) (iiS g VoY — Vol J o
cagG sl
4G Glglaydw a S g - Y
VU5 s ity S JaasS (Sl 4 8 (V440) Gl jaese Ly
A4 =
olauts o8 Vo8 b (Pl o5 (Saui—wl) S Ve — VAV J
(594883
1S dlglads o (it gusS (Sldk) oY ad SBLL 5 Y
a) - Waria Omar Amin(1979) Aspects of the verbal construction in Kurdish.
University of London. 2" publishing 2011.by Kurdish Academy.

lady IS 536l lesly (VAAT ) s sease s = (o

XAV VNS s iy S ey (Yoo ) (2
u:tlsl_ual:l‘, [,SUZ&..‘A;;. 03 GJL’AJMQ; Y d ‘L‘Jl.a ‘3454:3 ¢ 4:lbd‘)l:ld e& —¢
.bs C,Li:d S dd
olSogle ydu

1 - Carr, F. (1993) Phonology.Macmillan Press. London.

2 - Chomsky, N.A. (1965) Aspects of the theory of syntax.
Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press.

3 — Katamba, F. (1993) Morphology. Macmillan Press. London.

4 - Waria Omar Amin (1976) Some fundamental rules of Kurdish
syntax structure. University of London. Published by Kurdish
Academy (2011)

5 - (1979) Aspects of the verbal construction in
Kurdish. University of London.

28



Cond | yadle
ol pac Ly opiSull iliudl
Lty I LuaslSY

e sela3 2l Aatall Sl (e ol pame LySH G 3 ua g5

6 ToTa) deddy A o Ol Jelddl e Gilgal e sl Jadll

—om oo e X Tan— ) deady By(ol —ob— ok

o i€ 53 ¢ palall gsatall g JeliS 53 2 A e gane (G

o3 ¢ polaall guniall go JoliS gk 21 B & game - olball gsatall
el guatall a JaiaS

Jadll (o)
B Al Jels

1ia sl Uylas (g paiismipad] wSA) lsias 3 @il Saull lia
oSIA sda G oYl aas 3 ek @A pasedd o (s ol

29



ABSTRACT

In Kurdish sentence verb agrees with the subject NP in number
and person. Two sets of personal suffixes perform these tasks. Set
(A)(m-t—i: -main—tain—yan)andset (B) (m-iit—0/at/e:t-
i:n — n —n). Apart from subject agreement , the personal suffixes
occur as object also, in opposite tense. Their function are shown in the
following table:

Tense

Function | Past| Present
Subject A B
Obiject B A

In applying transformational rules an ambiguity is created in
some circumstances due to the application of some phonological rules.
This paper which is entitled (Morphophonosyntax) , is an attempt to
explain this phenomenon.
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Abstract

Morphosyntactic Construction as a Source for Word Formation in
Kurdish.

All human languages exhibit rules of word formation. Some of
these rules are universal and some are specific. New words are
continuously added to the vocabulary of languages in a variety ways.
General linguistics has identified many rules of word formation.

Words may be added to a language by the presses of
Derivational ~ Morphology, Coinage, = Compounds, Borrowing,
Blending, Back Formation, Acronyms ...etc. All are among the rules
by which new words are formed and added to a language.

Through out this research it is found that Kurdish language
exhibits a previously unmentioned type of morphological rule by
which new words are formed through the Morphosyntactic processes
construction.

This paper introduces this new found specific aspect of Kurdish
language.
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Abstract

The Unification and reordering of the Kurdish Alphabet
Professor Dr. Wirya Omar Amin

Kurdish Grammar books, in presenting the Kurdish Alphabet,
separate vowels from consonants.

Consonants and vowels are separated for the sake of linguistic
analysis and pedagogical purposes. In grammar, dictionary making
and index arranging the letters of an alphabet are merged and
presented in one order.

This work is an attempt to merge all Kurdish consonants and
vowels and order them according to the general linguistic principles.
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Abstract
Kurdish Language Typological classification

Professor Dr. Waria Omar Amin
Baghdad University

Classifies languages according to their grammatical and
structural features. It aims at finding out the common properties and
structural diversity of the languages. First typological classification
was proposed by Wilhelm von Humboldt (1768 — 1835) in the early
9™ century. He established three main types of languages based on the
morphological grounds, which where Agglutinative, Fusional and
Isolating. Now Linguistic typology includes all the levels of analysis
Morphology , Syntax and Phonology. Pioneered by Greenberg ,
Linguistic typology was interacted with Language Universals.

This work is an attempt to give a brief account of this branch
of Linguistics and classify Kurdish language typologically on the
Morphological , Syntactic and Morphosyntactic levels.
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Kurdish as an Ergative langua

oy—ga J Y- \Y (s'ﬁlg.‘.u* ': u.ﬁ;‘t.; I3 \ 5— wdlstij wujg
Introduction : This paper is a section taken from the dissertation
entitled (Aspects of Verbal Construction in Kurdish) which was
presented to SOAS London University 1979, PP 135-138. 1t is the first
attempt to analyze Kurdish language theoretically within the
Chomsky's TG framework. This part of the work shows that northern
Kurdish dialect is an ergative system, and it presents its rules
accurately for the first time.
b3

To see whether Kurdish is an ergative language, we have first to
be familiar with the term ergativity.

In an accusative language, the surface subject is marked, in an
identical manner in the transitive and intransitive sentences, while the
object of the transitive sentence may be marked for the objective case
as in Persian*

In an ergative construction, the surface subject of the intran-
sitive sentence and the object of the transitive sentence are marked in
an identical manner, while the subject of the transitive verb may be
marked for ergative case. 1i.e. There is a morphological identity
between the subject of an intransitive verb and the object of a
transitive verb, as in Basque. The following diagrams show the
difference between these two kinds of systems respective.

Ergativity may be realized by case marking on NPs, in which
the subject NP of the transitive verb is marked for the ergative. The
intransitive subject and transitive object occur in the nominative, as in
Georgian in an Aorist group of tenses.

Ergativity may be realized by verbal agreement. In such a
language -the -transitive object and. the intransitive subject agree with
their verbs in number and person, as in Pashto.

It may be realized by both case marker on NPs and verbal
agreement, as in Punjabi.

As the analysis presented in the body of the thesis shows, such
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surface structure properties which specify ergativity cannot be found
in Southern Kurdish. However, according to the definition of
ergativity, which states that: "the subject of an intransitive verb
becomes the object of a corresponding transitive verb"' ' Kurdish is an
ergative language in the past tense within the verbal construction. The
personal suffixes which occur with intransitive verbs having a subject
function, occur with transitive verbs in verbal construction to function
as an object in the past tense.

vV S
e-nl- in. we sleep
Impf sleep we
vV S O

bini - it - In. you saw us
see Past you we
On the other hand, the verbal agreement in the past tense in
Northern Kurdish is the one noted as typical of ergative languages.
An intransitive verb agrees with the subject.
em dbin - in. we see
we see 1Pl
A transitive verb agrees with the direct object.
wi em dit - in. he saw us
he we see Past 1P1

Northern Kurdish has two sets of independent personal
pronouns and one set of personal suffixes. They are:

Set No 1 Set No 2 Personal suffixes

min ez -m I

te th -1 you
wi, wé ew -/, 4t he, she

1) As in Southern Kurdish, the two sets of personal suffixes which differ only in
the 3rd singular could be treated as a single set since the two 3rd singular forms
are distributed complimentarily. The variation between (t) and (it) in the present
tense is due to the phonological environment
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me em -in we
we hiin -n You(pl)
wan ew -n they

The pronouns of set No 1 occur with the transitive verbs only
(as a nucleus). They function as a subject in the past tense and as a
direct object in the present tense. The verb never agrees with them.
When they function as a subject the verb agrees with the object of the
sentence and vice versa*

The pronouns of set Ko 2 always agree with the verb whether

functioning as its subject or direct object of the sentence.

They function as a subject of the intransitive verb in the past
and. as the subject of the transitive and. intransitive in the present™®
They function also as a direct object of the transitive verb in the past.

The following table and diagram illustrate the functions of the

pronouns and. the nature of their agreement with the verb.

Se‘tSNo 1 Set
[setmoq] [

Past Pres
0 0
vt 2 1
vi
+Ir, +Past
0 A 4
No a l'_'Set No 1:] VS - Ag
s ]

S

. o

4Tr, -Past & -Tr, +Past
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Models of Generative Grammar

W= o YAV /YT 5ol daala — addy oyl L3 LIS (3Ll dlas

The publication of the Chomsky’s Syntactic Structure in 1957
introduced the theory of Generative Grammar. It marked the start of a
great revolution in Linguistics. Generative grammar refers to a
particular approach to the study of syntax. It is an explicit description
of the ideal speaker — hearers intuition. The theory centers on a very
simple but essential observation (the native speaker of any language is
able to produce and understand utterances he has never heard
before).It attempts to give a set of rules that will correctly predict
which combinations of words will form grammatical sentences.
Generative Grammar aims at describing the native speaker's tacit
grammatical knowledge, which reflects his infinite productive
capacity, by a system of rules that specify all of the well-formed or
grammatical, sentences of a language .

The hypothesis of generative grammar is that, language is a
structure of the human mind. Its goal is to make a complete model of
this inner language Chomsky has argued that the properties of a
generative grammar arise from an "innate" universal grammar, it
could be used to describe all human languages.

Chomsky believed that there would be considerable similarities
between languages' deep structures, and that these structures would
reveal properties, common to all languages, which were concealed by
their surface structures.

Generative Grammar, since its inception in 1950s, has been
constantly and dynamically developing and has had a profound
influence on linguistics. Its tremendous affects are still being worked
out. Chomsky himself and so many linguists throughout the world
have been contributing in these developments. It has undergone
numerous revisions.
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1 - Syntactic Structure (1957)

In 1957, Noam Chomsky published Syntactic Structures, in
which he developed the idea of Kernel sentences.

Kernel sentence is a basic irreducible set of simple structure
produced by the Phrase Structure Rules of a grammar. The output of
these rules is a Kernel string. The (SS) model contains obligatory and
optional transformational rules. Kernel sentence is derived from the

string by a series of obligatory transformational rules. . Examples of
such sentences are;

John is a teacher.

John speaks

John bought the book.
The cake is nice

Marry bought the cake

According to this model different types of sentences ,(Negative ,
Interrogative, Passive..etc.), simple and complex, were derived from
these kernels by successive optional transformational Rules.all the

following sentences are related in that they are derived from the same
underlying string.

1 - The girl bought a house. (simple active, declarative )

2 — The girl did not buy a house.( Negative)

3 — Did the girl buy a house? (Interrogative)

4 - Didn’t the girl buy a house?( Interrogative — Negative)

5 - The house was bought by the girl. (Passive)

6 — The house was not bought by the girl.(Passive — Negative)
7 — Was the house bough by the girl? (Passive — Interrogative)

8 - Wasn’t the house bought by the girl?(Passive - interrogative
— Negative)

90



of these sentences the first (a simple active, declarative sentence )
is defined by Chomsky in Syntactic Structure as a kernel sentence.

Compound sentences in which two clauses are coordinated (The
student borrowed the book and went home) and complex sentence in
which one sentence is subordinated to another (The cake which
Marry bought is nice) are generated by means of conjoining and
embedding transformations respectively.

In Syntactic Structure model, syntax consisted of three kinds of
rules:

1 - The phrase structure rules created the deep structures of
sentences. ordered the parts of a sentence into linguistic categories and
provided the lexical forms for nouns, verbs, prepositions, and
adjectives.

2 - transformational rules operated on these deep structures to
produce the surface structures of the language. By these
transformational rules (Negative , Interrogative, Passive..etc.), simple
and complex, were derived from these kernels by successive optional
transformational Rules.

3 - Morphophonemic rules changed Ilexical forms where
necessary ( €.g. go + past = went).

This diagram shows how the grammar outlined in syntactic
structure:

|_ .
s Transformstional Worpho-
ridis rikis phomcmis rules
Underkying ‘ Derived ‘ Phanembe
L% PMs Pms representatiom
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2 - Standard Theory (1965)

In 1965 Chomsky published his Aspects of the theory of Syntax
in which he summarizes the development of TG theory from its
beginning to 1965 and formalizes the version of the theory which is

generally referred to as the standard theory. The most radical changes
are:

1 - The notion of Kernel is abandoned and identified the
underlying constituents of sentences as deep structure.

2 - Deep structures are generated by phrase-structure rules, and
surface structures are derived from deep structures by a series of
transformations

3 — Semantics is an integrated part of the theory.

4 — The recursive property of the grammar is accounted for in the
Phrase Structure Rules.

The main difference between SS model and Aspect Model is the
insertion of (semantic component) into the theoretical framework of
TG grammar.

The core aspect of Standard Theory is the distinction between
two different levels of a sentence, called Deep structure and Surface
structure. The two representations are linked to each other by
transformational grammar.

Deep structure is an abstract level of structural organization in
which all the elements determining structural and semantic
interpretation are represented. Chomsky modifies his theory in such a
way that deep structures are generated in two stages:

First a simple set of Phrase Structure rules generate Phrase
Markers in which the terminal positions are empty slots for the lexical
items to be inserted in the second stage . such PM are referred to as
pre -lexical structure. The following is an example for Phrase
Markers:
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L L
NP P
¥ ' v
Ehed b Yiup NP
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¥ ¥ * T
L ¥ e N

LIt i L

In the second stage the empty places are filled with complex
symbols consisting of morphemes plus their syntactic and semantic
features by the rules of lexical transformations. The PS rules and
lexical transformations jointly constitute what is called the BASE
component of the grammar. For example a deep structure for the
sentence (The girl bought the bird) will be:

&
|
¥ ¥
NP VP
I
] ' ¥ L
[het h Vep 1
| |
¥ ¥ ¥ v
Ay ¥ gt i)
The
+ [l N + Trg & + [at
+ Dalrilna - Absimct = glathm + Dafriln
& finimate
& Hisffian
- kals
T i pag uy g
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This diagram shows how the grammar outlined in the ASPECT
theory:

Base
+ 1
P | P Leuieul De *oni-lexboal Surk
rules | roSeEical o) transfornialion ] Irnms-Tormalions _—
W i 5m:turu:+ stuaciures

3 - Extended Standard Theory (EST) (early 1970s).

By 1972 more revisions in the model took place and this led to a
renaming of the standard theory to The Extended Standard
Theory.This new insight generative grammar was presented by Ray

Jackendoff. He proposed that( transformations should be applied
without having to mention semantic information such as referentiality
within a table of coreference, the use of index markers, etc. This could
be done, by changing the kind of information allowed in the deep
structure in the Standard Theory.)

This introduction of abstract elements into the deep structure of
sentences marked an important turning point in linguistic theory. It led
to the emergence of GB Theory.

4 - X-bar theory (1970)
X-bar theory was developed by R. Jackendoff and Chomsky
in1970. It is a theory about the internal structure of syntactic

constituents proposed as an alternative system to traditional account of
Phrase Structure and Lexical categories. The theory claims that there
are certain structural similarities among all phrasal categories of all
languages. It attempts to identify universal syntactic features common
to all human languages presupposed in (1965) model.

When Chomsky developed his model of transformational
grammar he argued that all languages should have similar parts of
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speech and there are universal phrase structure rules that operate
across all languages. The universal parts of speech in the earliest
model of his grammar were few in number (N, Det, AUX, V.) but
with the passage of time they were expanded to include other lexical
and phrasal categories as follows.

Lexical Categories (N- V- Aux — Adj — Adv — Det — DEG -
Conj - PRO -Q)

Phrasal Categories (S — NP — VP — AP — PP — ADVP - QP)

In the Aspect framework the most basic point was that a sentence
consisted of a NP and a VP, (S --- NP VP). Each element could be
further rewritten as following:

A noun phrase consists of a determiner such as (a) or (our),
an adjective, and the head noun our small room (NP --- Det Adj N).

A verb phrase consisted of a verb and other elements, some
optional, some depending on the nature of the verb: such as went or
play chess or gave her a flower. (VP ---- V NP).

Linguists noticed that other kinds of categories were needed
between lexical and phrasal categories. Intermediate categories such
as Very beautiful or very beautiful girl in the phrase the very
beautiful girl have no status in Aspects PSR. This new proposed level
is called the X-Bar category.

In this theory three levels of categories are specified(Phrasal
category XP), (X-bar category X — bar) , and (Lexical category X).
XP dominates a specifier and X-bar.

XP
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X-bar, in turn, dominates the head of the projection (XP - X-bar -
X) X and one or more complements of X. The subject is usually
assigned to the specifier position.

XP
/\
[/ \
Spec X'
/ \
/ \
X Comp

In X-Bar Theory branching is always binary. So the top-level XP
branches into X' and the specifier. The lowest X' branches into X and
something else, which is called the complement. This gives the
following basic structure:

The last rule in X-Bar Syntax is the recursive rule that allows
X-Bar to duplicate itself. The recursiveness of constituents within a
phrase marker is a fact about natural language and the theory must
account for this generative capacity within the grammar.
The XP consists of the X plus its various qualifiers, and the
XP is semantically of the same nature as its head X: for example, my
little red book is like book, and slept well all night is like slept. The
XP is called a projection of its head.

5 - Revised Extended Standard Theory (REST) (1973-1976)

The Revised Extended Standard Theory was formulated between
1973 and 1976. It contains:

2 - Restrictions upon X-bar theory.

2 - Assumption of the COMP position.

This diagram shows how the grammar outlined in the Revised
Extended Standard Theory:
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6 - Generative Smantics (late 1960s).

Generative semantics is an approach within the generative
grammar initiated in late 1960s, by John Ross, Paul Postal, James
McCawley. and George Lakoff.

GS proposes that the deep structure of a sentence is equivalent

and sole input to semantic representation , from which the surface
structure can be derived using only one set of rules that relate
underlying meaning and surface form rather than separate sets of
semantic and syntactic rules.

This approach necessitated more complex underlying structures
than those proposed by Chomsky, and more complex transformations
as a consequence. the approach was appealing in several respects.

1 - it offered a clear insight for explaining synonymity.

2 - the theory had a pleasingly intuitive structure: the form of a
sentence was quite literally derived from its meaning via
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transformations.

This diagram shows how the grammar outlined in the Revised
Extended Standard Theory:

Generative semantics approach is outlined in the following

diagram
INITAL STRING
5
PS5 rules
Semantic - Iranslermatinal 5r JH]nrphn-phunrlni:
ep . urface .
rules ructures ] rubes Bokares riley

7 - Government and binding (1980)

Government and binding is a theory of syntax developed by
Chomsky in the 1980s. It assumes that sentences have three levels: D
— Structure , S — Structure and Logical form. S — structure is derived

from D — Structure and logical form from S — Structure by a single
transformation called MOVE ALPHA. Many subtheories overlap with
itnamly X — Bar, THETA, CASE, BINDING,CONTROL and
GOVERNMENT theory The name refers to two central of these
subtheories
1) - government, which is an abstract syntactic relation. The
main application of the government relation concerns the assignment
of case.
Abstract case is taken to be universal. Some languages have
rich morphological case marking and others show very limited
morphological case marking, , all these presumed to have full systems
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of abstract case that differ only in the morphological realization. In
GB, abstract case is assigned to NP's by case assigners, namely verbs,
prepositions, and INFL. Verbs and prepositions are said to assign
accusative case to NP's that they govern, and INFL assigns nominative
case to NP's that it governs. The government relation makes case
assignment unambiguous..

2) - binding, deals with the referents of anaphors, pronouns, and
referential expressions. GB distinguishes three types of NP.The
applicable rules are called Binding Principle A, Binding Principle B,
and Binding Principle C.

Principle A: .. reciprocal and reflexive NPs, whose reference is
bound by a preceding NP in the same clause, e.g. John bought himself
a new car, where himself refers to John, or The girl washes herself,
where herself refers to the girl.

Anaphors are bound within a specific syntactic domain, they
have a local antecedent which c-commands them within their
governing category.

Principle B: Personal pronouns, which can be interpreted
anaphorically or deictically . e.g. Kate still thinks she was right where
she can refer either to Kate or another person not mentioned in the
sentence.

Personal pronouns are not bound within their governing
categories; they can be bound only by elements outside of the
governing category

Principle C: All NPs which do not fall into (A) or (B), e.g.
proper nouns, labels, traces.

8 - Principles and Parameters approach (1979)
The Principles and Parameters( P &P) approach is a
theoretical framework within generative linguistics presented by

Chomsky in his paper Lectures on Government and Binding in 1979.
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According to this theory the syntax of a language is described in
accordance with general principles (i.e. abstract rules or grammars)
and specific parameters (i.e. markers, switches) .This theory stresses
on the point that the grammatical principles underlying languages are
innate and fixed, and the differences among the languages are
characterized in terms of parameter settings in the brain. This
indicates the fact that a child learning a language needs only acquire
the necessary lexical items (words, grammatical morphemes, and
idioms), and( the appropriate parameter settings),

The central idea of principles and parameters is that a person's
syntactic knowledge consist of two aspects:

1 - A finite set of fundamental principles that are common to all
languages;

2 - A finite set of parameters that determine syntactic variability
amongst languages.

Within this framework, the goal of linguistics is to identify all
of the principles and parameters that are universal to human language
(Universal Grammar). As such, any attempt to explain the syntax of a
particular language using a principle or parameter is cross-examined
with the evidence available in other languages.

9 - Minimalist Program (1993)

The "Minimalist Program ( MP)", has been developing inside
Generative Grammar since the early nineties. It started in 1993 with
the publication of a paper by Chomsky entitled (4 minimalist
program for linguistic theory) . It aims at the further development of
ideas involving economy of derivation and economy of representation.
Chomsky presents MP as a program, and not as a theory, the
Minimalist Program works on the assumption that Universal Grammar
constitutes a perfect design in the sense that it contains only what is
necessary to meet our conceptual, physical and biological needs. This
approach proposes the existence of a fixed set of principles valid for
all languages.
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