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(2) Katamba, F, 1993, 35.@ 
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ABSTRACT 

 
This thesis is a descriptive study of the “Allomorph" in the northern and middle Kurdish 

dialect of Dohuk and Erbil respectively.  

It consists of an introduction, three chapters and conclusion. 

The first chapter is concerned with defining the term of "morpheme" and stating the 

way in which it has been defined by different Kurdish and foreign linguists. It also tackles the 

issue of the development of the morpheme, local and foreign linguists. It also tackles the 

issue of the development of the morpheme, its different types and the main problematic 

issues regarding its characteristics. Finally, it shows the inter relationship between 

morphemes, morphs and allomorphs.  

The second chapter is divided into two parts. Part-1 clarifies some important concepts 

related to the allomorph, like the phoneme, morph, morphophoneme and allomorph. Each 

concept is defined in detail clarifying any terms related to that concept in addition to stating 

all its features in detail. Part-2 is devoted to clarifying the types of allomorphs. which are in 

number seven are  identified: Phonological Allomorphs, Grammatical Allomorphs, Lexical 

Allomorphs, Dialectical Allomorphs, Contrastive Allomorphs , Zero Allomorphs, and Variable 

Allomorphs. The chapter and evaluates previous works that have dealt with this subject by 

Kurdish linguists. 

The third chapter presents a framework for the different types of allomorphs applied to 

the Kurdish language. 

The most significant finding of this thesis is that the existence of the allomorph in 

Kurdish is not restricted to the grammatical level only, but also to the level of phonology. 
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