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The Geography of kurdistan rgional Parliament Election: A study in political
geography
Abstract

To compensate for administrative gaps, due to Kurdish revaluation in March Y4%) in south Kurdistan
and withdrawing the Iraqgi regime public administration from liberated areas, Kurdistan front political
leaders decided to hold parliament election in the Areas of Freedom. That election became the first
democratic experience for Kurdish voters and they could choose the candidates and the lists of their
interests freely. Then the process of election for Kurdistan Parliament continued, and four different
elections with different results for different lists of candidates held until Y+ ¥,

Setting any election process has constitutional, legal, political and administrative dimensions. However,
electoral geography as a scientific branch has a direct effect on the whole process of election including; V.
the process of preparation before the election — determining the number of electors (the register of
electors), election districts ,polling stations, election campaigns — and Y. the process of election itself — for
example, voter turnout percentage , voting behaviour, and ... etc.

Electoral geography as a branch of political geography has a crucial role in the election administration
process in any political unity until the election results announcement. Thus, the election administration
process is basically related to some factors like: Y. the physical geographical bases such as: topography and
climate fluctuations, Y. the human geographical features such as: race, nation, political thinking, social,
civilization and education factors, Y. economic geography, ¢. number of the parties lists ©. foreign electoral
intervention, l.election fraud, Y. The Independent High Electoral Commission Laws, and A. elections
districts. Therefore, the researcher had attempted to link the list results in any governorate to one or more
geographical factors in each election and also among various elections through utilizing different research
methods like: Areal , Spatial ,chronological and functional approaches.

The current thesis consists of four main sections. The first section of the study is devoted to the
theoretical background and literature review. The impacts of geographical factors on the election processes
are presented in the second. The third part of the thesis is dedicated to the Kurdistan’s spatial parliament
elections and finally the fourth chapter looks at the geographical analysis of Kurdistan parliament elections,
and also the result changes for many lists of parties have been discussed in this chapter.

The study eventually has reached the facts that there are some factors which have direct impact on the
administration election, campaign, and results of elections. These factors include: topography, and
unpleasant weather (raining, snowing, foul weather). Human geography is another factor that affects the
results of elections. For instance, there is not any kind of real databases, including the realistic number of
population in Kurdistan till now. Likewise, the total number of constituents is not available.
Correspondingly, all the previous elections were held not on the base of the right number of population;
rather based on an estimate number. Consequently, a lot of extremes in the annual percentage changes in
population, voters’ growth in different governorates and among different elections could be observed. In
addition, cities always play an important role on making decisions about the ultimate results of the election
lists. The researcher also found that, while, more than half million new constituents participated in previous
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elections, females took part less active than males. Reasonably, this is led to the success of new parties’

lists. On the contrary, the lists of revolutionists and ancient parties received the minority rate of the
electoral votes.

Allocating a number of chairs of the parliament to some minority constitutions, consisting of attributes
like nation and religion, is a factor that causes some parties like Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) to have
more seats in the parliament. Although, these minorities have their own rights to take part in a democratic
election process, but there are also some national and international purposes behind their participations.
Most of these parties have a close relationship with KDP and the KDP can get some befits from their
participation. Also from international view point, participation of the minorities in elections can present a
better perspective of the democracy in Kurdistan.
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