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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Baghdad, October 4, 1945
SECRET
No. 916
SUBJECT: Anti-Zionist League Formed in Baghdad.
The Honorable
The Secretary of State, Washington, D.C.
Sir:

With reference to the Legation's despatch no. 896 of September 12, 1945, | have the honor to report
that a group of local Jews, most of whom are said to be between the ages of 18 and 25, have recently
been attempting to form an anti-Zionist League in Baghdad. As a number of references to this
organization have appeared in the vernacular press, two outstanding leaders of Baghdad Jewry,
Messrs. Daoud Salman and Shalom Darwish, Secretary General to the Jewish Community, were
interviewed on the subject. According to these gentlemen the leaders of the local Jewish community,
while doing nothing to encourage the anti-Zionist movement here, have done nothing to oppose it.
They add in fact, that while the proposed Anti-Zionist League is probably Communistic and certainly
an extreme Leftist group, it has served a very useful purpose in obtaining statements from prominent
local politicians which are favorable and reassuring to the Jews of Baghdad. In this connection, | have
noted recent statements in the press from such men as Prime Minister Hamdi Pachachi; Mawloud
Pasha Mukhlus, Senator and ex-President of the Chamber of Deputies; Ridha Al-Shabibi, ex-Minister
of Education and former President of the Senate; Sa'ad Salih, a leading member of the Chamber of
Deputies; and Sayid Abdul Mahdi, one of the most influential Shias of Iraq, a former Minister of
Education and a Deputy - to the effect that the Arabs and Jews of Iraq had lived for many years in
peace together and that they would, of course, continue to do so; that there was no feeling of
animosity against Iragi Jews among Iragi Arabs; that the Jews of Iraq were sterling citizens of this
great country, etc.

Messrs. Salman and Darwish state that the organizers and leaders of the anti-Zionist movement here,
which now has about fifty members, are Masrour Qattan, a staff writer on the extremely pro-Soviet
daily Al Sha'ab, and Brahim Naji, a minor employee of a local drug store. Qattan's father, they say, is
a fairly well known lawyer and landowner, while Naji "has no social standing." They add that the
leaders of the League have requested the right to organize legally as a "Society" but they do not
believe this right will be granted as the Government fears it would be used to cloak communist
activities.

Daoud Salam states that the British Embassy has unofficially inquired as to what local Jews thought
of the Anti-Zionist League, and that the Jews replied that they had nothing for or against the idea since
the Baghdad Jewish community is a non-political body. Salman adds that the Jews took advantage of

'- s .-F. David Andrews: The Lost People of the Middle
East,Salisbury.N.C.,U.S.A.,1982..,.,5,., ]
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this opportunity to emphasize to the British that no real harm could befall Jews in Iraq without British
approval.

In this connection Salam points out that there were two established and several rumored assaults on
Jewish women by Moslem hoodlums last month. In each case the assault consisted simply of the
throwing of acid on the womens dresses with no serious injury to the persons of the women attacked.
Salam claims, however, that the husband of one of the women concerned reported the case to the
police who refused to take action. Other Jews have told me that they are in constant fear of the
outbreak of similar unorganized hoodlum activities.

With reference to the anti-Semitic letter in the Iragi magazine Alam of-Ghad (World of Tomorrow),
reported in despatch no. 896 of September 12, 1945, Salman says local Jews decided against risking
the publicity inherent in their contemplated protest to Prime Minister Pachachi. The Jews, however,
let their displeasure be known both to the editor of the offending publication and to the letter's author,
Director General of Foreign Affairs, Fadhil Jamali. It is a fact that the magazine apologized for the
story, and stated that it was written by one Fadhil Ahmed, who the Jews assert is a purely fictitious
character. The magazine also published a. letter signed F.A., said by the Jews to be likewise written by
Fadhil Jamali, which stresses that the letter to which local Jews objected had evidently been
misinterpreted as the Jews of Iraq were held in high esteem.

Respectfully yours,

William D. Moreland, Jr.
Charge d'Affaires ad interim
File No. 840.1

RBM/hd

Kurds Protest Iraqi, Iranian and Turkish Efforts at Suppression of Kurdish
Independence Aims

THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AMERICAN LEGATION Baghdad, October 12, 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

No. 928

SUBJECT: Petition Addressed to the Baghdad Representatives of the United States, Great
Britain, Russia, China and France by Twenty-Eight Prominent Kurds of the Sulaimaniyah
District.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State, Washington, D.C.
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Sir:

In continuation of the Legation's despatch No. 892 of September 6, 1945, | have the honor to transmit
herewith a petition signed by twenty-eight prominent Kurds of the Sulaimaniya Liwa addressed to the
local representatives of the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, Russia, China, and
France. The petition alleges that the "lragi and Iranian Governments - supported by the dictatorial
government of Turkey" - are massacring the peaceful Kurdish people, and pleads that an international
commission be formed to investigate the causes of these persecutions and to hear the case of the
Kurdish people.

The Legation's Assistant Military Attache, Captain Archibald B. Roosevelt, who has just returned
from a week's visit to the Sulaimaniya Liwa, reports that the people of that region are showing
increasing resentment against recent actions of the Iragi Government. He says that the Iragi authorities
in Kurdistan are reliably reported as arbitrarily arresting Kurds and confining them in concentration
camps, and that there are constant rumors of summary executions of civilians after swift military court
martials. He adds that the Iragi authorities are exploiting the smaller Kurdish tobacco growers through
such means as refusing to grade tobacco except in places which are inaccessible to many of the small
farmers. A copy of Captain Roosevelt's complete report will be furnished the Department as soon as it
is completed.

In this connection it is significant that G.H. Thompson, Counselor of the British Embassy, told a
member of my staff today that the treatment of Kurdish civilians by the Iragi Military authorities in
recent weeks had been stupidly brutal and that minor offenses had been drastically punished with bare
attention to legal forms. For example, he pointed out that a Kurdish boy was quickly condemned to
death on October 12 for stealing a few yards of copper wire and was scheduled to be hanged next
week. He said that the British Ambassador intended to discuss this case with the Regent on October
15. The Ambassador intends to tell the Regent that he can hang the Mulla Mustafa or any of his close
associates he is able to catch, but he will emphasize strongly that the Kurdish people must from now
on be treated with much greater leniency.

Thompson is of the opinion that the standard of living and general prosperity in Kurdistan is much
higher than it was twenty or even ten years ago, and now that the recalcitrant Mulla is definitely on the
wane there is no reason why the often cantankerous Kurds cannot be made a contented and important
part of the Iragi family. On the other hand, he fears that continuance of the present arbitrary methods
of dealing with the Kurdish populations in certain areas, might lead to a general revolt of the Kurdish
tribes with which the Iragi government would be utterly unable to cope.

Respectfully yours,

William D. Moreland, Jr. Charge d'Affaires, a.i.
Enclosure:

Kurdish petition.

File No. 800
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Proclamation of the Kurdish Rizgari Party
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His Excellency the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States Republic, Baghdad.
His Excellency His Britannic Majesty's Ambassador

His Excellency the Minister Plenipotentiary of the USSR His Excellency the Minister Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of China

The Representative of the French Government.

The United Nations victory was received with great jubilation in Kurdistan because of the hopes
which the oppressed Kurdish nation had pinned on that victory and because the Kurdish nation
anticipated that the democratic powers would grant to it its natural right in life and freedom. But no
sooner the victory guns announced the defeat of despotic Fascism than Kurdistan became, from one
end to another, a theater for the most barbarous crimes. The peaceful Kurdish people also became the
object of massacre, persecution and expulsion which were not witnessed by any of the now liberated
European peoples even during the height of Nazi tyranny. The Iragi and the Iranian Governments -
supported by the dictatorial Turkish Government - have sent great armies, equipped with modern
arms, against these unarmed people with the resolve to exterminate them for no offense or crime,
unless, O God, if we regard their demand for the right of self-determination as an offense, or their
complaint against their oppressors and hangmen as a crime.

On this day, when the world is looking toward the dawn of a new era in which nations and individuals
will lead a life free from fear, oppression and persecution; at a time when the world is celebrating the
Nazi defeat and their racial and Chauvinistic theories, we find the Governments of Turkey, Iran and
Iraq filling the sky of Kurdistan with airplanes and raining death and ruin on peaceful villages and
other inhabited areas-their bombs destroying the towns and their machine guns mowing down the
bodies of innocent children, old men and women. The foregoing Governments formed martial courts
and established concentration camps and prisons throughout the country, throwing into their dungeons
innocent people for no crime and without trial. These measures took place while the democracies were
celebrating their victory over the Nazis, and within the sight and hearing of the civilized world - no
voice has been raised against these barbaric and ruthless deeds. It looks as though the world has, in the
ecstacy of victory, forgotten its obligation to the weak nations or its confidence and hope-charged
promises. It looks as though the world is offering these fine and gallant people as the last sacrifice on
the altar of the war and Fascism.

We therefore, in the name of the Kurdish people who are doomed to annihilation, and, in the name of
afflicted humanity, condemn the beastly deeds of the Iragi and Iranian Governments - with Turkey's
support - in Kurdistan. We submit this protest to Your Excellency and appeal to you to transmit it to
your esteemed Government in its capacity as a signatory of the United Nations Charter charged with
combating oppression and Nazism. We ask them, in the name of humanity, for immediate intercession
to end these human butcheries and to form an international commission and delegate it to Kurdish in
order to investigate the causes of these massacres and to listen to the complaints and demands of the
Kurdish people.

In conclusion, we appeal to you to give due consideration to our complaint. May you remain the
helper of the weak peoples.

(Note: This protest is signed by 28 persons whose names and identity appear in the enclosed sheet).
JNCattache/efg.

THE FOLLOWING LIST IS ATTACHED TO THE PROTEST GIVING THE IDENTITIES OF
THOSE WHO HAVE SIGNED THE PROTEST

Place of

: Administrative Unit
Residence

Name Profession
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1. Shaikh Karim

Landowner Halabcha  Sulaimaniya Liwa
2. Shaikh R.ashid Shaikh Muhammad « « « «
3. Anwar Jamil Beg Jaf " & Lawyer “ “« "
4, Mahmud Beg Husain Beg « " " "
5. Muhammad Husain Beg Zada " " " "
6. Ahmad Salih Jaf Chief of Jaf Tribe " " "
7. Burhan Hamid Jaf #?i"k‘)’é’er &achiefofJaf ., " "
8. Muhammad Karim Religious Head " " "
9. Muhammad Sa'id Beg Zada Jaf A chief of Jaf Tribe " " "
10. Muhammad Qadir Chief of Galali Tribe " " "
11. Muhammad Ali Ibn Husain Beg A Chief of Jaf Tribe " " "
12. Muhammad Mustafa Beg A Chief of Baran-kiya Tribe " " "
13. Shaikh Mahmud Kaka Shaikh Religious Head " " "
14. Shaikh Khalid Shaikh Jamil « " " "
15. Baba Rasul " " " "
16. Muhammad Al-Mufti " " " "
17. Muhammad Hasan Chief of Tark-hani Tribe Halabcha  Sulaimaniya "
18. Muhammad Salih Chief of Rog-hazai Tribe " " "
;%Eaba Ali ibn Shaikh Mahmud Hafid Chief of Bar-zanja Tribe Sulaimaniya " "
20. Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman Agha Notable of Sulaimaniya " " "

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
217.

28.

Shaikh Cadir Shaikh Sa'id
Mami Ridha ibn Haj Mustafa
Ibrahim Hafid zada

Ibrahim Ahmad

Ismail Haqqgi Shawis

Abdul Rahman Haj Mulla Sa'id
Fa'ig Hoshiyar

Sa'id Afrasiab

Chief of Bar-zanja Tribe
Chief of Hagga Group

A Chief of Bar-zanja Tribe
Lawyer

Notable of Sulaimaniya
Notable of Sulaimaniya
Lawyer

Chief of Horami Tribe &
Lawyer

VAL
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enormous obstacle in front of the movement and their followers.

Therefore, the movement split up into five disparate groups without
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recognizing one another, each of which adopt their own beliefs, attitudes
and understanding of principles of the movement.

The third chapter talks the status and hierarchic authorities within the
movement which were used to manage, facilitate and organize the affairs
of the movement in a successful way. For this reason, they invented a
bunch of special social codes in which they do follow them in their
social daily lives. We try to analyse these rituals and compare them with
the Islamic religion.

The fourth chapter analyses the economical foundations of the
movement then talking about those foundations separately. After that
talking about iter- and intra-relations of the movement within themselves
and with the other communities outside their circle. Their skilled
leadership in leading the movement has been touched upon with their
style and the way those relations were made and organized. This is
related to social, political, and economic awareness of movement’s
leadership in hadling the political and social parties of the region, and the
way to handle the circumstances and directing the movement’s followers
in the right track with a great deal of responsibility.

In conclusion, we suggest to initiate a cultural centre for developing
cultural and intellectual affairs by gathering all the intellectuals and the
prominent figures of the movement with their different ideologies so as
to compromise with each other and putting aside their personal interests
for the sake of building the movement again and putting it upright so as
to serve the movement, though we are skeptical that these suggestions

will be taken into considerations.

and religious reforms it conducted then comparing it with Islam. The

thesis is divided into four chapters.
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The first chapter talks about the concept, history and the emergence of
Sufism as an essential trend which works for reforming the psyche of
human beings with the intention of executing good and useful deeds
within the community especially those communities which had a history
of religious and sectarian reforms. In Islamic world, Sufism dates back to
the emergence of the Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H) and his
companions, but with respect to its name, it appeared in the twelfth
century with many other different sufistic trends. The most prominent
one is Nagshabandi trend which was emerged in Kurdistan under the
leadership Mawlana Khalidi Nagshabandi which spread rapidly across
the region and gave his tarigat (trust) to some figures like Sheikh Ahmed
Sardar and then Hagga Movement came about.

The second chapter analyses the reasons behind the emergence of the
movement, and an introductory section which defines and introduces the
movement then talking about the occurrence of dispute and trouble
between Iragi government, British mandate authority and Haqga
movement which resulted in the arrest of Abdul-Karim Shadala and
some of the prominent figures within the movement in (1934). Their
arrest ensued large demonstration by their followers to keep up the
pressure to release them. Though , through their pressure they were
released, but the movement was weakened as a result of the British and
Iragi government’s intense monitoring and surveillance over the
movement till the death of Abdul-Karim Shadal in 1942, after that the

movement underwent a period of calm, the leader’s death became an

Abstract
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The title of this thesis is Hagga Movement (1920-1961). This is a
religious, social movement which pursues social justice, religious,
political, and economic reforms as well as attempting to free the
persecuted from the grip of persecutors on a basis of a quasi-socialistic
form in an idealistic way. They cooperate in their work, their annual
income and the amount of production they obtain. Within a small,
agricultural, shepherding community under the leadership of Sheikh
Abdul-Karim Shadala (1871-1942), this movement was established in
Shadala village in Sulaimaniah province.

There is no doubt that choosing this topic is attributed to the economic
and living circumstances that Kurdish people underwent. A very hard
condition took hold of the people’s livelihood and as a result illiteracy
pervaded. This leads the feudals to exercise their full control over the
poor people and persecute them, and they played the role of an authority
to decide the livelihood of people. In this hard condition, Haqga
Movement decides to confront this condition and propagates its message
which was seen in confromtation with corrupt system. Therefore, it
works for reviving the social status awareness, nationalistic, patriotic
awareness and its attempt for racial equality, social justice, and peaceful
co-existence away from violence. Despite its importance, our libraries
are very poor about this topic and our youth’s lack of knowledge about
this movement created a big gap. For this reason, the aim of this thesis is
to bridge this gap by explaining the active role of the movement and its

active participation in nationalistic struggle and also to mention social
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