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A Statement of the Political Bureau of the Worker Communist Party of
Iraq regarding the PUK Policy of Suppressing the Freedom of Political
Activity, Civil and [ndividual Rights in Kurdistan

All tfreedom lovers in Kurdistan!
]

On March 4. 2000, a legal proceeding has been forwarded to the court by the Interior Affairs Ministey
against the Worker Comununist Party of lraq, in a pretext thar this party calls for Kurdistan
independence, criticizes the Iraqi Civil laws and calls for cquality beoween man and woman and anather
issues of this regard. Thercfore. the Ministry demands ban the Paroy's acriviry through its Lawsair. This
action by the PUK is to sustain its eampaign thae began after the Municipalities® Elections in acder to
restrict the freedom of political activities and restrain and  suppress the civil and individual vights in
Kurdistan. A\ few wecks ago. the PUK security Directorute arrested our comrades ( Ammar Sharif.
Yusuf Mohanunad. Fahad Nassir and Jaza Hama Rahim) regardicss of any civil or legai manners as well
as launching arresting campaign against Construction Workers Organization, the General Federvation of
the Displaced, the Free Vouth Organization and our Pacty's central radio station. The PUK waats to
prosceute our Parey in conformicy with the lradi government rules. The PUK policy is not only directed
uagainst the communist and WCP! bur against the secular and radical front and the freedom lovers of
Kurdistan as well. This policy has been initiated by banning “Naffur"magazine, and prohibifring the
teachers’ demeonstration against the rerrovises of “Shera Meer™ massacre, and undoubtedly the more is
coming.

The real actack of PUK against our Party lies in the fact that our Parey has the most human and radical
solutions for the liberation of the people in Kurdistan from the deterioraced political situations, to
climinate the nattionalist oppression, and to abolish the most reactivnary inhuman laws and constitutions
thar have been applied by the Baath regime since thirty yvears ago. which is against all the freedoms and
rights of people in lraq and Kurdistan. Those iaws and coastirudons. which do not have any basis to
exist, conrradict the hopes and aspirations of the people in Kurdistan foc the liberation from oppression
and to achieve a modern human society. March Uprising® had declared the abolishment of ail the
constitutions and laws that produced mass killing, Anffal Operations. uand arresting and executing
hundreds of thousands of people in this country which was taken as a ground for natonalist
discrimination and exploitation of women, workers and all the people in lraq. They ire constitutions and
laws rakhen and adepted by the fascist Baath regime to enforce the bloody capitalist despotism on people
in Kurdistan, Is criticizing or rejecting such a constitution or law considered a crime? Is it an olfence to
demand the abolishing of the current civil law and replacing it with a faw that guarantee equality of man
and woman. prohibiting killing, beating, insulting woman ar denying her rights? While these demands
are cerrain demands of all the women organizations including the PUK Women Federation.

Last vear. the PUK Secretary promised to endorse the antendments and changes of the Civil Law!

Is demanding the ubolishmenr of the Iraqi Consritution. which is based on ¢conomic. racial and
nationalist discrimination considered a crime? What is the PUK point of drawling on behalf of frecdom.
democracy and human rights and  ar the same fime. PUK runs the sociery inaccordance with the
constiturion und laws thar were enacred thirty years ago of which ane of the regime violations that the
peuple arose uagainst.  Don't the people of Kurdistan have the right to enjoy a free and independent
Kurdistan to get rid of the history of killing and displacing? We are accused by the PUK thar we da not
respect the law. We simply reply: Which law is worth of respect? Is the law of the Bauth regime which is
currenty valid in Kurdistan impousing prisons. execurions, mass killing and annililation by chemical
weapons, or a progressive human law enacted by the people themselves? Are the ruling parties in
Kurdistan respecting their law? All the people of Kurdistan remember thie ruling parties when they
dissolved their parliament because of the conflict for the power. and broke up their administration and
what so-called government. The internal war was flamed and thousands of people were its vicrims.

According ro which law Kurdistan was divided into parts and tens ufchcckpuin(f were placed inside the
cities? Wasn'r it the law of the ruling parries that granted the states of the rezion the legitimauey for the

intervention in the people’s lives and destinies, and was made as a cesular daily phicnomenon?

Y



What kind of law that allowed imposing Federalism and frequent nezotiations wirh the rexime and . -y .
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countries of the region?  According to which law or constitution those headquarters and expionayge ‘ .
institutivny were opened in Kurdistan?  According to which law the notocious terrorists participated in
poser and were given ministries and legal institutions? Have the people and ather pacties ever been

consulted even tor once in any of these issues? PR “dusda 340 . L V.- . ;
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clected by the people?
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The PUK procedures that have raken against our Party under a pretext of the law and sancrifying the BN P SRS P e W s JL-‘-:J)— SN e
law and the lragi constitution lic in a contradictory policy against the arising movement of the
seculirism. radicatism and progressivism in Kurdistan society. and is ro support the damination of

reactionists, religion and despoctism against the people.
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Following the Municipalities Elections. the PUK openly rurned towards the istamist and save them !
pusitions and posts which pointed out the PUK approach of the Islamist. the Islamic Republic of fran s e Ao W osse o) subilal
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and the remnant of the regime in Kurdistan. Therefore, turning to the Iruaqi government faws, artacking SR A 292020 SR
political freedom and civil laws, denying the youth., workers and women’s demands is a pledge to
approaching the reactionary Islamic parties. Such u policy is a right-wing policy and against the people
interests in Kurdistan, against the progressive fraont and against the PUK itself.
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The threat of prosecuting the WCP! by court depending on the Bauth regime Laws is an inconsistent -Q‘Suv—'-céi-
policy und open attack on the aspirations and desires of the people in Kurdistan and all the political
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been struggling for a long time. This policy is & step fo restore the sovereignty of the Baath regime laws

against the people’s will and imposing reactionary atmospheres on the lives of peaple in Kurdistan, - Y- . A N .
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Then. we must not allow submitting these freedoms and civil laws us a sacrifice for compromising with
the reactionists. We should stop this policy by adopting a responsible standing and reminding the PUK
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The Worker Communist Party of Iraq strives for freedom. equality and establishing a human society. A Sl '.‘*‘.‘\_;-"L:*‘ J‘)J}""u \,-‘L‘L‘ w2t o S sobsly 0
The WCPI struggles to averthrow the Baath regime and abolish the consditution and all the regime’s ‘

enacted laws that oppuse the people. The WCPL condemns all the regime’s roften laws and its

applications against our Party and considers it as an action coatrary to freedoms and civil rights of ®
pcop_le. To muaintain the human‘und radical front in the society and prevent the harmful impace of the Sesa o"‘.'l- (I _l e e Sdem il _;—<-"- /_;SJL RPOr
PUK artack on our Party denving our rights and freedom. the WCPL calls upon all the parties.

aroanizations. intellecruals and emancipationists to declare their attirudes and support our Party. . . . - . .

o ! . #l - o P NP, u,-al_:a.alh_! s s P PRl rYa.... 7odilas

Long-Live Fres Independent Kurdistan

Long-Live the Worker Communist Party of Iray dalg): susla (e ) 22

March 16, 2000

Abroad Organization Secretariat

Fax: t04d X370 163 3730

The Poltucal Bureau Secretanat Abroad
Fax: 9044 171 237 0603
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Tear of ill-treatment / Prisoners of Conscience / Fear of
7 March 2000

forcible return

‘Ammar Sharif
Yusuf Mohammad
Fahd Nassir

IPAQ/IRAQI KURDISTAN

Amnescy Intermacionai is concerned that the three above-named Iragi
opposition party members arrested in Iraqgi Xurdistan on 1§ February 2000
ara at risk of ill-treatment in decantion and of being forcidly recurned to
areas under the cont=ol of the Iragi Goverament where they cculd face
arresc and serious human rights violations.

‘ammar Sharif, Yusuf Mohammad and Fahd Nassir, all considered by Amnesty
Tncermaticnal to be prisoners of conscieace, were arrested by the security
forces of che Patriotic Union of Xurdistan (PUK) in Sulaimaniya and are mow

detained ac Sulaimaniya Central Prison.

The chree, all members of the Cantral Committee of che Irag: dorkers’
Communist Parcy (IWC?), Zled =o Iragi Zurdistan i the lastT faw years to
avoid arresc for anci-governmenc political activities. Since being thers
chey have been involved in secting up a non-governmental organizacion aimed
ac providirng help for Iragis foxced to flee areas controlled by the Iraqi
Covernmenz. They have repor:tedly been arrested Ior publicly accusing the
SUR of rigging recent local elections and criticising the security measures

taken by the PUXK during the elections.

Cn 22 Fepruary Amnesty Iaternational wrots to the FUX and sought

cl sication of the reasons for their arzest and detenzion. Ia their
rapiies. dated 24 February and 2 March 2000, the PUX aucthoriciss said chey
n2d baen arrssted for “creacing discurbances and sacsuraging others o3 take
parc in disturdances, and illegally collecting money ang forming commiCttaes
and organizations to collec: money without proper procecurss and

cermission”. They also said the men had now been reisasad, contIary TO
Incermacional.

reports received by Amnesty

BACZGRCUND INFORMATION

Since the and of the Gull
the concrsl cf the two main Xurfish political parties
Demccratic Parzy (KDP) and the Pacriotic Uniom of Xur
suary local elections were hald in the area conrIcl v

representatives from the PUX, Islamist parties, IWC? and otlher

: war in 1291 Iragi Xurdistan sas remained under
LSt

parcties took parc.

Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street. London WC1X 8DJ, United Kingdom

Tel: (£4){171) 413 5500 Fax: 956 1157 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1 Telex: 28502 E-mail: uateam@amnesty.org



RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail
letters in English, Arabic oxr your own language:

- 2Xpressing concerm Ior the safecy of 'Ammar Sharif, Yusuf Mohammad and

Fand Nassir who were arressted by the PUX on 15 Fabruary 2060 and who are

asw Deing heid at Sulaimaniya Central Priscn:

- S82Xing assurances that they are being treacted humanely and have recgular - - . - a -
access 1D lawvers of their own choosing, their families :nd any wedical éw" J‘gu ob.ué; Co A_J.JW' “S-Jw JAW Jé
cara they may require; ‘

- urging that they be immediately relaase
::‘es..ed sol2ly for their peaceable acziv

b 14

isoners of cocnsciencs
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assurances that they will zcoc be ibly returmed I arzas under il 2
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Telegzrams President, Patriotic Union of Rurdistan, Kurdistan, aq s ;I o s éi-a‘-'&;' S

Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani

Jalal Talabani _ . . . )
c/o PUK United Xingdom il s e A fie G0 b slealdl itea 2n sl o G e o P EX FIRC PR SO e v S|
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Salutaction: Dear Mr Talabani
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PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the Iacarmational Secrecariac
or your section oflice. if sendinc appeals aftsr 4 April 2000.
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Coreact Mayam Namane IFiR. GPO
Phone  212-747-1046 P.0O.Sox 7051
Fax 212425-7260 New York, MY 10116, USA

Emai ifidic@aol.com www.hambasieg.org

ltamarr efugees (IFIR) .

PressReease

CONDEMN THE PATRIOTIC UNION OF KURDISTAN'S
SUPPRESSION OF POLITICAL FREEDOMS IN NORTHERN
IRAQ

] March 20, 2000

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's (PUK) recent arrests and banning of organizations
and a threat to ban a party, which defend the rights of women, children, the aged
and Iranian refugees are violations of human rights and in contravention of political
freedoms in Northem lIraq.

On February 16, 2000, the PUK's security forces raided several homes, arrested,
and imprisoned Socialists Mohammad Nasser, Omar Sharif, and Yusef Mohammad.
On February 17, the Office of the Aged, organized by the Union of Construction
Workers, was shut down and Ostad Saber, its representative, was imprisoned. The
Center for the Defense of Children’s Rights has also been closed. Moreover, on
March 5, the Deputy Interior Minister issued a grievance against the Worker
Communist Party of Iraq (WCP!) demanding that the Party's activities be banned. In
the grievance filed. the Deputy Interior Minister has olaimed that the WCPTI's defense
of women's rights is in contradiction to the PUK's Islamic laws, and that the Party
has helped organize illegal demonstrations in defense of refugees. An April 4 court
date has been set to prosecute the WCPI.

The Intemational Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR) strongly condemns the
policies of the PUK, which are opposed to poliitical freedoms in lraqi Kurdistan.
These policies support Islamic terrorism and political reaction in Kurdistan and
promote an environment in which the rights of women, children, refugees and the
aged can more easily be violated. An attack on the progressive segments of society
is an all out attack on those they defend.

IFIR calls on groups and individuals to demand that the PUK immediately and
unconditionally release those imprisoned and recognize poliical freedoms for all
people as well as parties and organizations, including the WCPI, the Center for the
Defense of Children's Rights. the Office of the Aged. and the Intemational
Federation of iranian Refugees — Soleymanieh Branch office.

Protest letters, faxes and e-mails to the PUK can be sent to: 5 Giasshouse Walk,
Lendon SE1, England; fax: 011-44-171-840-0630 and 444 North Capitol Street, NW,
Suite 837, Washington, DC 20001; fax: 202-637-2723. The PUK's e-mail is

puk@puk.org.
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Washington, DC 20001 )
‘ Fax: 202-637-2723

E-mail: puk@puk.org
To Whom It May Concem:
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| / my organization am / is writing to condemn the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's L. _ . -
(PUK) arrest and imprisonment of activists defending the rights of women, children, Slee SN el o TSty e ot e B LB Sl 28 o s e 8 S o S
‘the aged, people in general and Iranian refugees living in Northem Iraq. 2l U ST o sl i e e - U 5L a3 S ST Ll o taame ol
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who have been imprisoned, including Mohammad Nasser, Omar Sharif, Yusef

Mohammad, and Ostad Saber. 1 further demand that the PUK respect politicat VRN INCHIEIE JPRPS (SR S R PRt SIS FUPVE IR JCs I ey 3 s
freedoms and the right to organize for all individuals and groups including the Worker ol 355 ke oty 5 38 pise aos s S s G ade il e L = glate

Communist Party of Iraq, the Center for the Defense of Children’s Rights, the Office
of the Aged, and the Intemational Federation of Iranian Refugees — Soleymanien

 Branch office. . . B
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Iook forward to the immediate resolution of this urgent matter. LS . e - . o -,
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SYNASPISHOS

COALITION OF THE LEFT AND PROGRESS

To the PUK Leaderstip

Athens, 29 March 2000

Dear Sirs,

Synaspismos has had good relations with PUK party for a long time. We bave always
supported the Kurdish pesple struggle for their lawful rights with all means at our disposal.

Today we find oirselves in the unfornmate positen to demand from your party to sateguard
and protect these rights for all the people in Iraq Kurdistan,

Democracy can ofly be attzined if all forms of mass movemgnt are allowed to carry out their
sctivities unhindered and in 2 favourable background. We urge PUK to assure and protect such
activities by parties, studéur organisations, unjons and amy other citizens movement develops in your
TeITitory.

In particulsr. we Bave had reports from various sources of PUK's attacks agamst the Workers
Commusist Partv of Iraq, #We swongly condernn the oppression of political views, the imprisonment of
political leaders and all forms of suppression of popular suuggle. We urge you to release political
prisoners and allow freedém of speech ad press for all in order 10 better promote your claim for the
Kurdish peopis’s right to stlf<letermination and personal digniry.

Looking forward to your reply.

Yours faithfuily,




Epyarikn
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7.8 8161, Qudvoig,

' 10010 A8nva
TaA, 52.41.001
Fax: 5227.477
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Wae ars worried about the series or violations of political fredoms and
human rights are being carried out by the PUK against Communists,
labour movement activists, the Arzb displaced campaigners, children
rights advocates, youth and studenis union activist,

On 16-2-00 the PUK'S security forces arrrested three leading
cadres of the Worker Communist Party of lraq and the Displaced Union
(Ammar Sharif - Fahld Nasser and Yousif Mohammed) who are still in
detention.

Pricr to that on 21-Jan-00 the PUK'S armed men in Qala'a Dez town
arresiad 11 activists of the Free Youth and Students Union two of whom
{Hussein Alik Ahmad and Khalid Khidr Batetki) are stlil In dstention, the
other nins only released after being forced to sign a statement of
abandoning their activities as union.

On 17-2-00 another member, Jaza Mohammed Rahim was arrested while
distributing party's publications and is still being held.

On the same day the Eldedy Construction workers carg centre was
targsted and Mahdi Rasul. Chair of the Construction workers Unicn and
head of the Elderly Cantre was arrested for seven hours. The Centre was
forcibly closed down.

The children's Rights Protection Centre is being constantly harrased.
On 5-3-00 an appeal was made against the WCP! by the Regional
Govemment's Deputy Minister of Interor Affairs to the Court of
Sulsmanya. Various allegations are raised which are alt in the domain of
political activities and none of them is the substanca of legal procasdings
in any country where the slightest respect and considsration are given to
the freedom of political activity. On the basis of these charges the deputy
minister asks for banning the WCP1 activities and publications and closing
down its offices and its.radio broadcasting station.

We demand freedom of activitles for political parties,student,
Workers Union and Women’s movement.

We demand PUK must be s:op their campaign against the WCP!
and release political prisoners the three leading cadres and the other
members of WCPI. It is not a cime {0 ba fighting for independent
Kurdistan, organizing demos, supporting the women's movement
disagreeing with [slamic religion.

We expect that democracy must live in lraq, Kurdistan.
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To the head of theUnited Nation's office in London:

Severe human rights violations of the political and civil rights are taking place on a daily
basis in the United Nations controlled area of Iraqi Kurdistan, and in particular where
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) is dominating .

On 16-2-2000 the homes of Ammar Sharif, Fahad Nassir and Yousif Mohanrmed were
brutally iovaded by Sulemanya Security Police forces belonging to the PUK . The PUK
arrested all three, treating their wives and children in the most inhuman and uncivilised
way and even stealing their personal belongings .

Ammar Sharif is a member of the Central Committee of the Worker-communist Party of
Iraq WCPI. member of the "Middle and South committee "of the WCPI, Editor of Al-
Nidhal Alshioee newspaper and one of the leaders of the General Union of the Displaced

in Kurdistan-Iraq (GUD.)
Fahad Nassir is the Secretary of the "GUD" and a member of the ""Middle and South

Committee" of WCPI.

Yousif Mohammed is a member of the "Middle and South Committee" and aa Editorial
Assistant of Al-Shioya Al-Omalya newspaper.

Those three are leaders and activists of the socialist and worker's movement . They are
popular figures, well known for their struggle against the Baath regime and for many
vears have been the subject of persecution due to their political activities against the
regime in the south and middle of Iraq. In recent years they have been maintaining that
same political activities in Kurdistan .

These comrades are known and loved by the majority of Arabic displaced people who
bave fled the regime's atrocities in Iraq in the past few years and sought refuge in
Kurdistan.

Visiting the UN's offices in Kurdistan is one of the charges made by the PUK against
Ammar, Fahad and Yousif. The purpose of those visits were to secure accommodation
and assistance for those Arabic speaking displaced families who live in
Kurdistan.Therefore your intervention in helping the release of those activists is crucial
and ,in fact, one of your duties.

Despite continuous contacts that our comrades are making with the PUK officials
regarding this matter, those three are still under arrest at the time of issuing this
statement. However, the PUK has been repeatedly claiming that it has set them free in
order to absorb the anger against this cruel action.

We demand that the United Nations puts pressure oun the PUK to realease our comrades
immediately and unconditionally, end these violations , respect the freedom of political
activities and the right to organise.

We are awaiting vour serious intervention.
WORKER- COMMUNIST PARTY OF [RAQ
BRITAIN ORGANISATION

6/3/00

Tel Fax 0171-237 0605
Mobil:0958 955760
Mobil: 0961 441357
Address

Po.Box: 7926

London SE1 2ZG
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AGAINST TU R E N T

7012 Michigan Avenue « Detroit, Ml 48210 « (313) 844-0161

21 March 200i

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
5 Glass Eouse Walk

London SE1l SES

ENGLAND

To the honorable representatives of the PUK:

We are writing to you to express our deep concern over the arrest
of members of the Workers Communist Party of Iraq and the
repression of the WCPI's political activities in Iraqi Kurdistan.
As socialists and supporters of the Kurdish people’s right of self-
determination, we respect the WCPI‘'s efforts in support -of women’s
equality, workers’ rights, and democratic freedoms against the
encroachments of religious fanaticism.

We urge that the leadership of the PUK immediately act to free the
three leaders of the WCPI--Ammar Sharif, Fahid Nasser and Yousif
Muhammad--and all other WCPI members who remain in detention. We
urge further that the PUK respect freedom of political expression
in Xurdistan.

Only on cthe basis of full political freedom and democratic rights
will the long-oppressed Kurdish people win their long struggle
against occupation and repression. The suppression of democracy
anywhere ir Kurdistan is a blow to that struggle and to all
supportars of Xurdish freedom.

Sincerely Yours,
" ‘,«7\\-?-1/‘

David rinkel and Dianne Feeley for the editors of AGAINST THE
CURRENT
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

PO BOX 82 LONDON E3 3LH
NATIONAL OFFICE 020 7538 5821 FAX 020 7538 0018 mwmmummmmmwnmw

22 February, 2000

Dear Doctor Masum,

Wamitﬂﬂnqtnyouwpmutumﬂlnﬂmlofmmw«mwmuuﬂw
hmamwmmm.wwmwmmmdmmm.

ycnat-Organis
ocialist Workers Party

Yy
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 Helsinki 22.3.2000
22 sual aals oo e
EU NG FyR I UN ey S St S NS PURT IO S | UL YUK U UG T8 S PUTICT [P CH U, 1 % S U
Ta the Internal Minister of the Iraqi Kurdistan province I RSN SEYURRS L I FL5 JRTE R CRPpUC U IR IS N DN INURPOE DG SO
and all others conserned B .
2 G aln fls Sda LT s Glp IS w0l Sl s T i g S Ao
We are deeply worried because of the news from the Iragi Kurdistan province about serious S Ll alie ks Sty s sl S sl Gl ild; Sl s s S G esde Sl a4
events against communist and other labour m t activists.
(AR R DR aed st Sl B 3 JKES e el o8 ols slized Lo it a2
The news tefl that Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has sent armed men who have arrested
activist of the Worker's Communist Party of Iraq and Free Youth and Student Union. They have
also targeted representatives of the Construction Worker's Union, Elderly Centre and the o 1l AU Gl g e s fes Gl ST eSS O 0t 2 oS
Children's Rights Protection Centre. The regiona! governments deputy minister of interior atfairs . » , . , o=
has demanded banning of the activities of the Worker's Communist Party of Iraq. S 25 e GEA s s e Sl ade ples S s sl
These kind of actions against the Jeft and progressive forces threaten the fragile possibilities of
pescetul and democratic development on the area.
The Communist Party of Finland appeals 1o all those conserned, especially 1o the leaders of the
Iragi Kurdistan province to sertle disputes peacziully, not 1o take any violent actions against the
political rights of communist and other progressive organizations and to safeguard the political el GB cegs o I Sy A
and other human rights of all people living in the area. 2 2
; TR &

The Commum‘st Party of Finland

Yiip Hak‘_ncn
chdirman

H
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Tel: (4N 1727823 746
£.Maui: Modares: @aol.com
£ax: (49 20 360 304 %9 4]

Adress: Posttach 102429
30463 Kain
\Y Germany
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AN
DEMOCRATIC

SOCIALIST
PARTY

March 23, 2000

To Jalal Talabani

President

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
44 171 8400630

1 202 6372723

Dear Sir,

The Democratic Socialist Party of Australia wants to add its voice in protest against the repression of
the Waorker Communist Party of Iraq (WCPY) in Iraqi Kurdistan, by your organisation. the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistag.

We protest specifically the arrest on February 16 of WCP! ieaders Ammar Sharif, Yusul Mohammad
and Fahd Nassir, and their incarceration at Sulaimaniya Central Prison.

We protest the arrest on January 21 by the PUK's armed men in Qalaa Deza town ofl1 activists of the
Free Youth and Students Union, two of whom (Hussein Alik Ahmed and Khalid Khidr Babekir) are
still in detention.

We protest the arrest on February 17 of Jaza Mohammed Rahim for distributing the party's
publications.

We protest the targeting and harassment of the Eiderly Construction Workers Care Centre and the
Children's Rights Protection Centre.

And we protest most vehemently the March 5 court action against the WCPL by the Regional
Govemment's Deputy Minister of Interior Affairs in the court of Sulaimaniya. The allegations raised
are all in the domain of political activities and none of them would be the basis of legal procezdings in
any country whers the slightest respect and consideration are given to the frezdom of political activity.
On the basis of these churges the deputy minister asks for banning the WCPI activitics and publications
and closing down its offices and its radio broadcasting station. This is absolutely outrageous.

How cun vou expect 1o further the cause of the Kurdish people, who have suifered national oppression

National Office

23 Atarcremaie Street Post Office 3ox 515 Tel ~61 2 €690 1230
Chiocenazte, Sydney Broaaway NSW 2007 Fax -61 2_\9690 1381
NSW austratia Australia Emai dsoBdsp.org.3u
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VR for so long, when human and democratic rights are under attack by your own forees in the areas where
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siso, an orphanage :n Sulaimaniva was closed down by the PUK aucthorities on
4 Juiy. The whereabouts of 22 orphans are aow unknown.

Tour ocher IWC? members have been arrested in Suiaimaniya, and their
<hereabouts are now unknown. Brothers Xamran and Karam Lacif were arresced
on 9 August, reportedly while they were distribucing copies of the magazine
‘alem al-Acfal. Jaza Mohammad and Azad Mohammad Amin were arrested the
following day, reportedly while discributing leaflecs.

There is still no information about the fate and whereabouts of Xuchar and
vJicdhal Ahmad.

A number of PUK members who had reportedly condemned che arrests of IWC?
members and ochers since 13 July 2000, are also said to have been arresced.

on 26 July Amnescy Incernational wroce to the leader of the PUK to raise
LTS concerns about recent events in the area of northern Irag controlled by
zhe 2UR. No cesponse has so far been received.

FORTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Pleaae send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/
airmail letters in BEnglish, Arabic, Xurdish or your own language:

- urging cthat 3adig Nikbin is not forcibly recurned zo Iran;

- asking winy Shazin Heersh was arresced;

- urging thac he be immediacely released if he was arrested solely for the
seacerful sxpression of his political beliefs; "

- asking what has happened to all those still in custody after cthey were
arrested in connection with anci-PUK demonstrations since 13 July;

- seeking assurances that they are being treated humanely and have regqular
access to lawvers of their own choosing, their families and any medical
care they may require;

- urging thac the 12 women who had been sheltering in the refuge in
Sulaimaniya are not handed over to their families, and asking what sceps
have deen Cakemn tO ensure chat they do not become victims of human righcs

apuses.
I

APPEALS TO:

|

calal Talabani

Presxdent

Pacrioc:ic Jnion of Xurdistan (PUK)
sulaimaniva

Xurdiscan

lraa

Telegrams: President, PUK, Xurdistan, ZIraq
salucacion: ODear Mr Talabani

Jalal Talabani

Jalai Talaban:
-;0 PUX Unized Xingdom ‘
cirst Floor, 3 Slasshouse Walk, <0 PUK USA

444 N. Tapital Streec, NW, Suice 33

Lauxnaia DLz
.cndon 3EX1 :ES dashingtor 2. <. 10001

it USA

Taxes: - 14 20 7840 0§30 Faxes: - 1 202 §372723

saiutacion: Dear Mr Talaban:i Saluration: Dear Mr Talabani

j
COPIES TO: (ffice of ¢ F G : im -
CPICS of the PUK, if zhera :s one in ycur councry.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDTATELY. Check with zhe In
3T your seciizn offlce, if sending appeais arfter :

o5 4 1 Secrescvari
Sepcamber 2000.

S h
»
4
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INTRODUCTION

| do not intend to talk about the recent events, the inhuman and
reactionary offenses of PUK against progressiveness and radicalism of
the society specially (WCPI, TWO, WPC, CPC) as the announcement,
documents, and protest letters would sufficiently ciarify this matter.

It is necessary to mention that these action and offenses are
continuation of the PUK violations of March of this year against
radicalism of the society specially against WCP! and progressive public
organizations and PUK's attempts to bring WCP! to trail under various
pretexts such us: '

WCP! supports referendum and independence of Kurdistan, WCP!
supports and defends equality between men and women. But the
struggle of WCPI, the progressive public organizations, the protest
inside Kurdistan and the international soiidarity, not only exposed the
reactionary and inhuman nature of PUK also stepped them backwards.
At that time part of these documents and protest letters had been
published in two different hooklets in Kurdish, Arabic and English

languages.

Undoubtedly, the attack of PUK, murdering and terrorizing of WCPI
members, the closure of the offices of WCP! and other public
organizations, the unknown destiny of those women and their children
who were protected by the women protection sheiter, the obstruction of
the political freedom in general..... are some indications that PUK has
got stuck in the mire of backwardness and diversion to Islamic
movements, and thoughts and services for the reactionary neighboring
states specially Islamic Republic of Iran.

These attacks and violence by PUK are the benefits of the people of
Kurdistan and their future, in which day by day, the PUK’s reactionary
and brutal nature have been disclosed for the people of Kurdistan, and
PUK is being facing a massive protest of the people of Kurdistan,
freedom living people, and even disturbances among the PUL ranks.

This booklet is the 1 part of the documents and protest letters in
English, and there are hundreds of protests letters in Kurdish, Arabic,
Persian and other languages and because of the difficuity in their
transiation, we will publish them in a series of booklets.

Nuori Basher
August 2000
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Jalal Tataban!

Pregident

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
Sulatmaniys

Kurgistan

itaq

Oear Mister Talabani

We sre axking to b toid the names and plecas of detantion of all those ermsted In connection with
anti-PUK demonstrations sinca 13 July,

we ars adeking assurances that they are belng traated humanely and have regular access to lawyers
of their own choosing, their familles and any medical care the may require;

we are urging Lhat they be Immediately relersad If they were arasted solely for thelr peaceful politica)
aciivities;

we arg urging a full (nvestigation info the killings of Abdui Bastt Muhsin, Mohammad Mustafa, (brahim
Motanmad Rosians, Hawr-Lgiif, Grmia Nikbin, and ihat anyowe found mapmmbm e brouyli to
ju:lce

we are calling for akl expulalons of IWCP members, supporisrs and thelr familles to bs stopped, and
for alf those xpeiled to bo allowed {0 retum 1o thelr homes;

we are urging that no one who would be at risk of human rights violatlons be forcibly returned lo lran
or 10 arass under {ragi govammant control.

Yours sincerely

Aligenavf Banm/Switzedand
qNP for T/rlff,;’_____—\

c.c. Patriotische Unlon Kurdistans (PUK), Bliro fir intemationale Beziehungen
Postfach 210231, 10502 Bedin
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Press Release

p1

The Politburo of the Worker Communist Party of iraq - Abroad

Once again the patriotic Union of Kurdistan
is attacking the political freedom in Iragi Kurdistan

Recently the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has passed a resolution to oust all the Iraqi
political parties from the city of Suleimania. The resolution included the names of five Iraqi
parties, which are (the Worker Communist Party of Iraq, Turkman Party, the Iraqi Patriotic
Party, High Counecil for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq and Nationalist Conciliation Movement).
One week prior to this resolution, the municipality of Suleimania passed a resolution asking the
parties to take their military headquarters outside the city of Suleimania. This resolution came -
under the pretext to secure the peace and ending the militarism in the cities of Kurdistan.-In both
these times the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan has emphasized on the offices of the Worker -

Communist Party of Iraq.

Here we would like to illustrate the recent policy of the PUK: :

1. Removal of the political offices of the Iraqi parties outside the city represents a violation of the
freedom of political activity of the parties. Removing these parties from the cities which are the
natural piace for political activity means restricting their activity and isolating them from the
masses in one hand and undermining the activity of the Iraqi opposmon parties against the Ba'at
regxme in the other.

2. Although we have informed the PUK that the offices of the Worker Communist Party of Iraq
belong to the Organisation of Kurdistan of the Party and its activity is among the masses of
Kurdistan and we do not have any other offices, the PUK insists to out these offices- with other .
[raqi Parties. The aggression on the political freedom has started by cutting the telephone line and

water from these offices.

3. We have demanded since 1995 to evacuate the cities of Kurdistan from the armed militia and to
end the militarism in the cities and places of living. If the PUK is seriously seeking evacuation of
the cities from armed forces, it should start with its own headquarters which are all over the city,
the headquarter of Islamic movement and the those of the Iranian intelligence which run the
terrorism in cities on daily bases.

4. It is clear for the masses of Kurdistan, specially in city of Suleimania that the offices of the
organisation of Kurdistan of Worker Communist Party of Iraq are not military headquarters but
political offices which ensure their own safety like any other organization whether Iragi or

international.

We in WCPT refuse this resolution and strongly condemn it. We regard this resolution as
continuance of the attempts of the municipality to undermine the activity of our parry. The PUK is

attempting to impose this policy by force on the political parties.

We call on all political parties in Kurdistan, all international parties, organisariens and

international public opinion to take stand from these offences by the PUK.

Aso Kama

On Behalf of the Politburo of Worker Communist Party of Irag-Abroad
10/7/00
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July 14,2000

Press Release

The PUK has put a military siege on the offices
of the Worker Communist Party of Iraq.

Freedom loving people in Kurdistan and the region
Political parties, Human right organisations and activists
Freedom loving people

Today, July 14,2000, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan as part of its oppressive policy
against our party, the equality and freedom seeking movement, pushed a huge military
force to occupied all the suburbs around the offices of our party. They intend to impose
a war on our party and once again to result in war, killings and destruction of the life and
peace of the people

In consistent with their attacks during the last several days by arresting our members
and supporters, today they have started another attack of arbitrary arresting and they
have already arrested 18 persons.

Today, while two of our comrades were heading from the office of the leading committee
to the party’s radio station the PUK forces targeted them. Our comrades responded to
these forces and after along time of shooting between the two sides which had extended
to many other suburhs one of our comrades was lost. According to the news he is
injured and taken captive by the PUK’s armed men.

The oppressive actions of the PUK during the last few days especially the today’s
arrogant action show once again the reactionary, anti- freedom and anti- human nature
of this party.

These are more evidence how the PUK has always been a factor for creating wars,
kiilings, insecurity, violating the freedom and rights of people, serving the reactionary
states in the region and imposing its militarism on the society.

{ call on ail the freedom loving people in Kurdistan and the region, all the parties, mass
organisations, progressive personalities and human right defenders in the world to take
a stand from this oppressive offensive of the PUK, to expose it. | call them to press the
PUK to give up this warmongering, to resort to the political ways of solving the problems
and to respect the human freedom and rights.

Hoping prompt action on this issue,

Yours sincerely

Rebwar Ahmad
Secretary-Worker Communist Party of Iraqg
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August 04, 2000

Subject: [Circolo iskra] Solidarieta al Partito Comunista Operaio -lrak

To the attention of PUK

To the attention of WCPI (Workers Communist Party of Iraq)

‘PUK is military aitacking WCPI

After the aggression campaign developed in last months, the aggression to
WCPI is restarted with increased brutality.

Dozens of comrades arrested, searched and 6 activists killed is the first
tragic balance of this new vile aggression.

Communists must say something about this situation.

We ask PUK to stop immediately in its repressive action towards WICP.
WICP fights for the liberation from waged slavery and for social justice.
This is the reason why militants and executives are persecuted and killed.
You can kill a revolutionary but you cannot kill revolution ! (Shaka
Sankofa)

We are alongside with the comrades of WCFi.

W socialism !

August 2000

Marxist Lab

(Massa - Pietrasanta - Viareggio, ltaly)

Iskra Circle
(Viareggio, Italy)
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Jalal Talabani ‘

¢/o PUK United Kingdom

First Floor, 5 Glasshouse Walk,

Vauxhall

London SE11 SES -

UK

Faxes: + 44 171 8400630

Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani

Jalal Talabani

¢/o PUK USA

444N. Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837
Washington D. C.

USA
Faxes: + 1202 6372723
‘Salutntion: Dear Mr Talabani

Violations of human rights.

We strictly condemn the unlegal and arbitrary arrestings and other
violations of human rights by your side in Iraqi Kurdistan.

‘KOM INFORM international

KOMINFORM

P.O. Box 66

00841 Helsinki - Finland
+358-40-7177941. fax +358-9-7391081
¢-mail sipila:d kominl.pp. i

hitpwww komint.pp.[i

komintorm-alists. EUnet fi

Subscribe:unsubscribe messages
mailozsipila d komitop.{i
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July 14, 2000

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
‘has added More crimes to its record

According to the latest news, the armed forces of the Patriotic Union of

Kurdistan (PUK) after surrounding the offices of our party in Suleimania, they
shot a car belongs to our party. After an armed fighting between the two sides,
some of our comrades are either killed or wounded and taken captive. Later we

will publish the exact details of this event.

The recent war and killings by the PUK which is to impose its oppressive rule
and to carry out the demands of the reactionary Islamic republic of Iran is a
savage crime which will imprint forever the front of the PUK with a stigma.

It is worth mentioning that, while the PUK was carried out these savage

actions, its leader- Jalal Al talabani was in Tehran meeting and making deals
with the officials of Islamic republic and the terrorist apparatus of this

criminal regime.

This action by the PUK is not just against our party.but it is the result of an
offense against the political freedom, radical and egalitarian movement in

society of Kurdistan. It is a massage to prevail oppression.

These crimes by PUK shouid not pass without the PUK pay for them. Stopping
these oppressive offenses of the PUK is the task of all freedom loving people, all
parties, organisations, and personalities that regard themselves defenders of
freedom and human rights. The Worker Communist Party of Iraq will use all
its ability to expose and defeat the reactionary policy of PUK, which serves the
Islamic republic of Iran. It calls on all freedom loving people, progressive and
defenders of the humanity to condemn these crimes and support the struggle of
the WCPI to expose and defeat the attacks of the PUK on the freedom of
political activity, and resorting to military fight and killings. The perpetrators

of these crimes should be identified and punished.

Abroad Committee
Worker Communist Party of Iraq
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Press Announcment of abroad organisation of Iragi Worker communist Party

July 15, 200(

Six members of the Worker Communist Party of Iraq
have lost their lives

On July 14, the armed men of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, after they had
surrounded the offices of the Worker Communist Party of Iraq in city of Suleirnania,
they attacked the office of leading committee and the personal office of Nasik Ahmed
(member of politburo of WCPI). They clashed with the guards of these offices and
attacked our comrades in other places in the city and as result of these bloody
attacks six of our comrades have lost their lives.

Comrade, Sadiq Nekbin, born in city of Sna - Kurdistan of Iran, at 12 noon, along
with another comrade, went to the city center, and the PUK’s armed men attacked
them. Comrade Nekbin after a heroic resistant was wounded and after they had
taken him captive, they killed him. At the evening of the same day, while a delegation
from our party was holding a meeting with the representatives of the PUK and
discussing political ways of solving this fight, the PUK’s armed men heavily fired on
a vehicle for the party which was in its way to the party’s office, using automatic
rifles. In this attack, comrade (Abdulbasid Muhsin) known as Sheikh Abdul, born in
Suleimania, member of the leading committee; comrade (Latif), born in Suleimania;
comrade (Mohammed Mustafa) born in town of Rania; comrade (Ibrahim
Mohammed Rostam) known as (Hawkar), born in town of Kifri have lost their lives.
In this attack comrade (Awara Majeed) was wounded and taken captive. In the same
time, while the dialogue between the delegations of both parties was still going on,
the PUK’s armed men had fired on both offices of the leadership, as result of this
attack comrade (Aumed Nekbin), born in city of Sna —- Kurdistan of Iran, has lost his
life at (8.30 P.M). Thus in the collisions of July, 14 which started at the morning and
continued till 8.30P.M, six champions of the path of communism, freedom and
humanity liberation had lost their lives.

The death of these comrades in this imbalance fight against the military aggression
of the PUK is evidence on the bravery and standing of the communists in defending
the freedom, and humanity. They have lost their life in defending the objectives of a
party, which has been always struggling for the demands and rights of the deprived
people. We would like to express our comsolation to ourselves, all members and
supporters of the party. We also express our consolation to their families, relatives
and friends. The best respect to them is our resolution to stay loyal to their path.

Long lives worker Communist Party of Iraq
Log live Freedom, equality and workers’ rule

; p29
Left Alliance ‘
Finland

Siltasaarenkatu 6 00530 Helsinki Finland
Ralf Sund

‘Helsinki 03.08.2000

Party Secretery

Jalal Talabani

President

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
Suleimania

‘ Kurdistan

c/o PUK United Kingdom

fax: +44 171 84000630

PROTEST AGAINST REPRESSION IN IRAQI KURDISTAN

We have been informed about increasing violent repression in Iargi Kurdistan.

Your party, PUK, is responsible of killings and other actions
against people. The PUK ordered the Independent Organisation

‘and the Women’s Protection Centre to shut their offices.

We condemn this wave of repression in Iraqi Kurdistan.

We demand that PUK stop the aggression against WCPI, the

‘IWO and the Women'’s Protection Center.

Ralf Sund
Party Secretary
Left Alliance

Finland
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI REFUGEES-BRITAIN
POBOX30042
LONDON SE1 2FY
TEL :07949409205-Email :sahand (@shamal.freeserve.co.uk

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Suppress Freedom Of
Politic Activity

On the moruing of 14-07-2000, the PUK's armed forces led by Nausheerwan Mstafa ( A British Citizen) in
the city of Sulaymania cut off the Telephone line. water and electricity supplies of the Independent Women
Organisation ([WO), Sheiter (the women protection center), the Children’s organization and the
headquarter of the Worker-commugist Party of [raq (WCPI). Following this incident 2 large number of
freedom loving people of Kurdistan protested and staged 2 demonstration. The PUK's security forces
responded by indiscriminate shooring into the crowd, artacking and arresting a number of protesters.
Meanwhile the PUK’s forces closed all headquarters and offices of IWO, Children’s, the women’s sheiter
and the WCPI. The PUK forces took away women residents of the shelter and threw the children out on
the street. Moreover, the equipments of the aforementioned organizations were looted. This assault resuited
in the death of five members of WCPI.

This crime of the PUK against the independent organizations asd the WCP! is a direct attack on the
freedom of political activities, human rights and a direct artack on the progressive individuais and
personalities and those who struggle for a bertter life for the citizens of Kurdistan. This act of PUK will
prepare ground for more Killings, torture, kidnapping and turning Kurdistan into another Afghanistan.

\Ve. members of the International Fedcration of Iraqi Refugees in Britain condemn and deaounce the
PUK's artack on freedom of political activity, and we cail upoa all human-right organizations. Women
arganizations, political parties and freedom loving individuals to condemn this acrion and to put pressure
on the PUK ro stop these aggressions. By doing so vou will ensure the freedom of expression and political

activiry in Kurdistan.

Long live freedom of expression and political activity!

Dashty Jamal
International Federation Of Iraqi Refugees-Britain

Please send your protest letters to the PUK ar the following addresses:

PUK main office
Tele:02078400640
Fax:012073400630

ps
July21, 2000

Press release

On Friday, July2l, 2000, the armed forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) ordered the Independent Women Organisation and The Sheiter (the women
protection center) to shut down their offices within half an hour, without giving any
reason. Thus, both offices were shut down under the force of gun.

At the time of this aggression, 12 women, who face the danger of death by their male
relatives, were in The Shelter' along with 5 children. The PUK's forces had arrested
these women along with the security of The Shelter and the members of Independent
Women’s Organisation who were at the office and after a while, ail of them were

‘ released..

When the members of The Shelter and the women. who face the risk of death
(honour killing) had protested against the PUK’s decision to shut down The Shelter,
which put their lives in danger, these forces have arrested them once again. The
PUK’s forces also have confiscated archives and documents of the Independent
Women Organisation and The Sheiter.

The following are the names of women in The Shelter who have been arrested by the
PUK.

1. Kazhal Kider whose nose was chopped off previously by her relatives, with two
children.. 2-Surma Rasool Mina 3-Layla Ismail 4-Niyan Ali Ahmad with two
children 5-Asmer Abdulla (pregnant) 6- Shoghan Salih (pregnant) 7-Bayan 8-
~Chiman 9-Zamman with a child10- Badria Rasooi 11-Basos Abdulla 12-Aisha.

This aggression against the Independent Women’s Organisation (IWQO) and The
Shelter (women protection center) is an aggression against the women’s movement
in its struggle against male chauvinism and reactionary traditions. This action will
prepare the ground for more honour killings and other violations against the
women’s rights. We fear that those arrested risk being humilated. tortured or

illed.

We call on all women and human right organisations, politicai parties and
individuals to condemn this action and to put pressure on the PUK to stop these
aggressions against the IWO and The Sheiter. We call them to involve urgently 1o
release those arrested and ensure they would not be persecuted or Killed.

Independent Women’s Organisation
And
Women’s Protection Centre Suleimania



To: Romano Prodi
High commission

European Union
July 25,00

‘Dear Sir?

We would like to inform you that the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)-led
by Jalal Al talabani for quite a while has been harassing the Worker
Communist Party of lragq (WCPIl), women’s organisations, children
organisations, and the Iraqis who have fled from the areas under the control
of the fascist Saddam’'s regime (lragi displaced people). The PUK’s
warmongering policy against these organisations is the resuit of a deal
between this party and the Islamic Republic of Iran. in February this year,
three leaders of the displaced people who are also members of the WCPI1
(Ammar Sherif, Yousif Mohammed and Fahad Nasir) were put in jail for
more than one month and half by PUK and then, under the pressure of the
public opinion in and outside Kurdistan they were released. With the recent
visit of Jalal Al talabani to Tehran and his meeting with the head of the
security forces of Iran, the PUK once again has started the warmongering
policy, military attacks and killings.

On July7, they cut the electricity, telephone and water supply to the WCPI,
Independent Women’s Organisation(IWO) and the Shelter(women protection

centre).

On July 13, they fired over a peaceful demonstration of WCPI and they
arrested 12 of them.

On the July 14, using huge military forces they put a military siege on the
offices of WCPL. On the same day they shot two members of our party
(Sadiq Nekbin, and Arish Bagri) one of them were injured and both of them
were arrested and still they are in prison. At the afternoon of the same day
while the delegation of both parties; the PUK and WCP! were holding a
meeting to find a political solution for the dispute, they shot a vehicle for
The sheiter which resulted in murdering of (Abdubasit Muhssin, Ibrahim
mohammed, Hawre Latif and mohammed Mustafa) and injury of another
person called (Awara Majeed) who is still in jail. Meanwhile the PUK’s
forces attacked the main office of the WCPI and one of our members

(Aomed Nekbin) was killed.

On July 15 the PUK’s armed men attacked the children’s protection centre
and they thrown the children who were in the custody of this centre out,
confiscate the property and shut it down. In the same day they broke into

The Shelter is the first of its kind in Northern Iraq and has saved the lives of countless
women fleeing honor killings and vioience. The WcP has actively supported the Shelter

and other women’s rights groups.

We believe that the PUK’s attacks on these two organizations and its members are
motivated by its goal to further maintain repression and push back the movement for
equality and freedom. Earlier reports indicate that the local government of Kurdistan
with the leadership of the PUK issued a “court order” to prosecute the WcP of Iraq for
“crimes” including WcP’s defense of women against Islamic terrorism and WcP’s
“propaganda” for women’s rights. As can be seen, the attacks on July 14™ were not
isolated incidents, but rather part of a pattern of events of violence against women to

further maintain their oppression.

Women’s human rights groups around the world, such as the Global Center, support
the work of the WcP, the Sheiter, and others like it in Iraq. Everyone has the right to
freedom of opinion and expression, and freedom from arbitrary detention, torture or
other cruel and degrading treatment or punishment. All are also equal before the law
and are entitled without discrimination to equal protection of the law, as stated in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Articles 4, 7, and 19). We call upoii you to
cease all forms of violence against women and women’s and human rights activists in
Iraq. Those invoived in the murders of the women of the WcP and the Sheiter must be
held accountable and brought before a fair and competent trial immediately. The
international community is well aware of the incidents that have taken place and will
continue to look attentively on the behavior of the PUK."We urge you to comply and

respect international human rights laws and documents.

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.
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FAX TRANSMISSION

Center for Women’s Global Leadership
Douglass College, Rutgers University
160 Ryders Lane, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8555 USA
Tel. (1-732) 932-8782; Fax. (1-732) 932-1180
Email. ewgl@ige.org; Website. www.cwgl.rutgers.edu

URGENT! PLS. FORWARD IMMEDIATELY. THANK YOU.

To: Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), United Kingdom. Fax: 44-207-840-0630
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), USA. Fax: 202-637-2723
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), France. Fax: 33-1-391-65779
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Turkey. Fax: 90-312-440-4549
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Berlin. Fax: 49-303-215-084

‘F rom: Charlotte Bunch, Executive Director

Date: August 10, 2000
Re: Killing and Detainment of Women’s and
Human Rights Defenders in Northern Iraq

Pages: 2, including this cover sheet

ce: International Federation of Iranian Refugees (IFIR). Fax: 44-870-161-
5353
Yanar Mohammed, Defense of Iraqi Women’s Rights (DYWR). Fax: 416-
421-1529
Shiva Mahbobi, ACWRI, Canada.
International Campaign for the Defence of Women's Rights in Iran, United
Kingdom

P R R T R R A A T T T T s s
|

As an international organization dedicated to the protection of the human rights of
women, we are deeply disturbed to learn about the deaths of several women’s and
human rights activists in Irag committed by agents of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK). According to information we received, on July 14, 2000, six
members of the Worker-communist Party of Iraq (WcP) were brutally murdered
in the city of Soleymanyeh in Iraq by the PUK. In another event, a coach
belonging to the Independent Women’s Organization Shelter was attacked by the
armed forces of the PUK, killing all passengers.
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the homes of the members and supporters of the WCPI and arrested 50 of

‘ them.

On July 16, the PUK called our party for negotiation and when our
delegation consisted of (Tahir Hassan, Saman Karrim and Fo’ad Sadiq)

‘arrived in the PUK’s

headquarter, they were took hostages. Thereafter they asked our party to
leave the areas under their control as a condition to release the delegation.

Meanwhile they attacked and seized both offices of our party.

On July 21 the PUK’s armed men attacked the office of the Independent
Women’s Organisation and The Shelter (women protection centre). They
confiscated all the property and the archives of both offices and they
arrested 12 women and 5 children who were protected by The Shelter from

death by their male relatives (honour Killing).

The PUK has imposed an atmosphere of killing, militarism and expulsion on

the city.

We call you to involve and stop the killings, and brutal attacks of the PUK.
Condemn these crimes and put pressure on the PUK to give up using the
military force to enforce its policy. Press this party to repeal the resolutions,
which were imposed under the force of gun, to respect the freedom of
political activity and to permit the WCPI, women, and children organisations
to open their offices and not to obstruct their activity. We demand that you
involve to prevent a bigger tragedy.

We also demand you to involve and rescue the 12 women, 5 children, and

four prisoners, two of them injured who faces the danger of death.

Yours Sincerely

Rebwar Ahmad  Secretary of Worker Communist Party of Iraq
Nasik Ahmad Secretary of the Independent Women’s Organisation
Nazanin Salih  In charge of The Shelter(women’s protection centre)
Sargol Ahmad In charge of the Children Protection Centre
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Attacks on Independent Women’s Organisation and
its “Centre for Protecting Women” are condemned

Freedom loving people!
Equality seeking people!
Women and human rights organisations!

Friends,

The Independent Women'’s Organisation (IWO) in Iragi Kurdistan, has endeavored, ever
since Its formation, to defend and protect women's rights and interests in addition to
resist and expose any attempts to belittle, demean, murder and mutilate women.

A glance at the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and its Islamists masters in the past
nine years shows that they have created a situation, in which women have been
murdered, mutilated, insulted, assaulted and degraded to second class citizen.

The popular Centre for Protecting Women (CPW) is sheltering those women that are
threatened, persecuted and maltreated by either members of their families or religious
thugs. In order to halt the activities of the IWO and the CPW, the PUK militias have
started a campaign to terrorise, intimidate and frighten women.

In June the water and electricity supplies to the IWO and the CPW offices were cut off.
On 8 July the telephone lines of the IWO, the CPW and the private line of the IWO’s
leader, Ms. Nasik Ahmad, were cut off. '

During a serious of demonstrations, organised by the IWO and other parties on 11 and
13, to press the interior ministry of the regional government (PUK area) to reinstate these
services, the demonstrators were attacked and several people were arrested; their
whereabouts are still unknown.

On 14 July, the PUK’s militia raided the IWO's office and deliberately opened fire to
intimidate and force the occupiers to leave and then close down the office. On the same
day, the PUK’s armed men aftacked Ms. Ahmad’s home and after an exchange of fire,
one of her security personnel was killed.

Their campaign is still ongoing.

We call upon all of you to raise your voice, put pressure on the PUK to halt their attacks
on us and support our activities to protect and defend women's rights.

Long live unconditional political activities!

Long live equality!

The PUK’s telephone and fax numbers in the UK are:
Tel: 020 7840 0640; fax: 0202 78400630 (main office)

Sawsan Salim
Independent Women’s Organisation representative in Britain
16 July 00

PO Box 30042, London SE1 2FY

RF.mail' Qawean o@iknnline rnnk
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International Socialists

Pb. 9226 Grnland

N-0134 Oslo

NORWAY

Jalal Talabani

President

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
Suleimania

Kurdistan

PROTEST AGAINST REPRESSION IN IRAQI KURDISTAN

We have been informed about the increasing violent repression in Iragi
Kurdistan.
Two weeks ago, six members of the Worker Communist Party of Iraq were killed
in Suleimania - by forces of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.
Several others have been arrested by the PUK, their whereabouts are unknown.
We fear for their health and their lives.
The PUK ordered the Independent Women Organisation and the Womens
Protection Centre to shut down their offices on July 21. The women who were
staying at the shelter and members of the IWO were arrested when they
protested against this vicious attack. .
We condemn this wave of repression in Iraqi Kurdistan.
We demand that the PUK:

Call of all repressive forces, identify and punish the murderers.

Release all WCPI prisoners.

Release the women arrested July 21, and let the IWO the Womens
Protection Centre re-open their offices.

Cease all attempts to eliminate civil and political rights.

Stop the aggression against the WCPI, the TWO and the Womens
Protection Center.

International Socialists
Oslo, Norway

Sosialistisk Arbeideravis
Tif: 22 20 17 89, Fax: 22 20 35 70
<mailto:arbeideravis@intsos.no>
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- Setting up arts, sports and recreational activity centers in districts and
cities.

The above humanitarian efforts of the Center to rescue and save the lives of the
children have been the victim of political encounter between the PUK and the
Worker-communist Party of Iraq and. The PUK has justified its attacks on
children’s rights by claiming that the Center has been founded by the members
and activists of this Party. In enmity with the Party, the PUK’s armed personnel
have raided and shut down the Women’s Shelter and the Center of Children’s
Rights, and have attacked the children protected by the Center.

Freedom loving people!

Defendants of chiidren! .

The life, future, and safety of children should under no circumstances be the
victims of political maneuvers. Children’s future must never be the victim of
national and tribal interests. Condemn the PUK for attacking the rights of children
and declare with us that:

PUK is responsible for the lives of the children who were in custody of the
Children’s Center, and those children who were evicted with their mothers from
the Women'’s Shelter; .

PUK should return all the confiscated properties of the Children’'s Center and
pay compensation for the losses or damages to the Center;

Those who took part in the raids of the Children’s Center should be
prosecuted in an open public hearing;

Please send your letters of condemnation to the addresses below, together
with a copy of your correspondences to the Children’s First.
www.puk@puk.org

PUK- UK

5 Glasshouse Walk, London SE1, Tel: +44 207 840 0640, Fax: +44 207 840
0630.

PUK - USA

444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837, Washington DC 20001, Tel: +1 202
637 2496,

Fax: +1 202 637 2723.

PUK-France

23 rue Louias Pouey, 72800 Puteaux, France, Tel: +33 1 477 87598,

‘Fax: +331 391 65779.

PUK ~Turkey
‘Tel: +90 312 440 2199, Fax: +90 312 440 4549
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August 5, 2000

Press Release

The Imperious Attacks of the Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan Persist and Impact on Women

Following the military attack launched by the PUK on the Women Protection
Center in Kurdistan and shutting down its residency on 21/7/2000, the dreadful,
risky impacts of the arrogance and violations of PUK against the indignant
people and women in Kurdistan are being disclosed day by day. It has come to
our attention that threats and killing action have been escalated against women
after shutting down “The Protection Center and Independent Women
Organization” as follows: '

1) Osman Malla Salih killed his sister on 22/7. He stated that the WCPI and

Protection Center no longer exist to punish me.

2) On 30-31/7 Nasreen Aziz Rashid was killed by her brother on Zargata area in

Sulaiymania City. It was mentioned that this woman had been threatened to
be killed a long time ago. She was protected by the Protection Center prior to
her murder.

3) 12 women and 5 children who were protected by the Center, have been

arrested by the PUK and their whereabouts are unknown so far. it is
mentioned that the PUK has determined to turn them in to their families
through a tribal mediation, which expose their lives to a serious risk.

4) Bassouz Abdulla, one of the 12 women, her brother has asked many times

for his sister to be turned in. In case of turning her in to her brother, her life
will be at risk of murdering.

The PUK and Jalal Altalbani are the only responsible of these crimes.

We implore ail women and international human rights organizations and all
freedom loving people to raise their voice in protest against the PUK’s crimes
and to hasten to take the necessary procedures to save the lives of those
women from the risk of killing. We appeal upon you to put pressure on the PUK
to stop its arrogance and to reopen the offices of the Worker Communist Party
of Iraq and Women Protection Center in Kurdistan for the sake of the human

dignity of women in Kurdistan.

The Worker Communist Party of Iraq
Organization Abroad
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UA 215/00 Incommunicado detention/fear of torture
forcible expulsion/fear of forcible return

19 July 2000

IRAQ/IRAQI KURDISTAN
M¥u‘'ayad Ahmad, Amjad Ghafur, ‘Abdullah Mahmud, ‘Ammar Sharif, Yusuf
Mobammad - Ixagi Workers Communist Party (IWCP) executive committee
members

Azad Ahmad, Awara Majid, Najal, Taha Baha al-bDin, Kawa ‘Abdullah,
Amanj ‘Othman - IWCP members

Nagik Ahmad (£), head of the Independent Women’s Organisation {IWO)
Arsh Bagri, Iranian national
And many others

Killed: Omid Nikbin, Sadiq Nikbin {(Iranian nationals)

Stores of people,“Wany of Tthem womeN; lave been arrested in the part of
Iraqi Kurdistan controlled by the Patxiotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK). Their
whereabouts are now unknown, and Amnesty Intermational fears they may be
tortured or ill-treated. Several are reportedly injured and being denied
medical attention.

Many of those arrested are members or supporters of the opposition Iraqgi
Workers' Communist Party (IWCP) and the Independent Women’s Organization
(IWO), who were protesting against alleged persecution by the PUK. In June
the PUK reportedly cut off the electricity and water supplies to both
organisations’ offices, and ordered them to stcp all political activities
and leave the PUK-controlled area of Iragqi Kurdistan.

On 13 July, demonstrators protesting against these measures were arrested
when they attempted to march on the Ministry of Interior in the capital of
the PUK-controlled area, Sulaimaniya. There were more arrests in the city
of Rania, where up to 30 ICWP members and supporters are said to be held
incommunicado.

The next day four IWCP members, ‘'Abdul Basit Muhsin, Mohammad Mustafa,
Ibrahim Mohammad Rostam and Hawri Latif, were killed, reportedly whea their
car came under fire from PUK security forces. Two Iranian nationals, Omid
Nikbin and Sadiq Nikbin, members of the Iranian Workers’ Communist Party,
were killed by the PUK that day. The circumstances of their deaths are not
clear, but Amnesty Intermational fears they may have been victims of
extrajudicial execution. Another Iranian national, Arsh Bagri was
reportedly injured and is now in PUK custody. Amnesty Internmational fears

Amnesty [nternational, International Secretariat, | Easton Street, London WC1X 0DW, United Kingdom
Tel: (44) (020) 7413 5500 Fax: (44) (020) 7956 1157 Telegrams: Amnesty London WC1
Web: http://www.amnesty.org E-mail: uateam:@amnesty.org
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names in fear of the children’s safety).

Provision of medical services to 10 children: 7 cases of physical, 1 case of
psychological nature, 2 cases of psychological problems due to compulsory
religious practices and threats from the Islamic groups. (Children First can
not release the names in fear of the children’s safety).

Research and Investigation: The center found 200 cases of violence against
children in Sulaimaniya, including beatings and threats in the educational
establishments, and 500 cases of physical, psychoiogical, and social warfare
against the children. The following cases were revealed by the
investigations: .

1- One child ,Azad Abubekir, had been beheaded; 2- Dana Muhammad
Khursheed, a young girl who had been sexually assaulted before being
suffocated; 3- Hardi Nouraddin, a young boy who had been killed by the
beating of his teachers; 4- Sexual assault and death of a girl named
Shahla Mustafa, a young girl who was sexually assaulted and murdered;

5- Aram Ismail another murdered child; 6- Hawall Karaman Ismail, yet
another murdered child; 7- Dana Kadir Rasoul, savagely murdered and
beheaded; 8- A case of a sexually assaulted child (Children First can not
release the names in fear of the children’s safety); 9- Khwazyar Rebwar
Osman, died because of lack of medicine and poverty.

Positive actions to eradicate violence imposed on children, monitoring the
situation of children and seeking international support:

In order to raise awareness, the Center has: _

- distributed tens of thousands of flyers, press-releases and newspapers,
heid tens of seminars and meetings, on a variety of issues and problems
faced by children namely, their lives, personalities, education, violence
against children, battering and their effects on children’s life and health.
The Center has also published a periodical and broadcast radio programs

to identify children as precocious and valued people.

- organized photo and paining exhibitions, reflecting the situation of
children.

- published the Declaration of Children’s Right in Kurdistan, in
accordance with UN convention on the rights of children.

The Center has maintained continuous contact with the authorities,
including the Board of Education, police and many government officials in
order to put pressure on the PUK to improve the situation of children.

The Center has been in contact and held meetings with UNISEF, Amnesty
International, and international organizations that defend children, in
order to gain international support for Iraqgi children.

1. Further actions: The followings are in the agenda of the Center's urgent
tasks:

- Building daycare, nursery and playgrounds;

- Setting up a shelter for abandoned chiidren;

- Monitoring and reporting on the violence towards children in schools
and educational establishments;
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physical abuse, one case of violence and threat byarmed personnel, one case of
forced labor, and 3 cases of family problems. (Children First can not release the
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Children First

International Campaign
Jor Children’s Rights

‘Central Office of Children’s First
29 July 2000

Contact:

Soraya Shahabi CF,PO Box 663 STN.P

Toronto, Ontario,

MSS 2Y4 Canada

o e-mail:childrenfirst@pathcom.com
o Tel: 1-416-434 1545

s Fax: 1-781-735 83 59

e www.childrenist.net

ICondemn the Child Abuse in fraqi Kurdistan!

Press Release

The life, future, and safety of children should under no circumstances be
the victims of political maneuvers. Children’s future must never be the
‘victim of national and tribal interests

In the second half of July, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) under the
leadership of Jalal Talabani attacked the Center for the Defense of Children’s
Rights in the city of Sulaimaniya, robbing the Center’s belongings and evicting its
resident children. During this raid, the staff were threatened and the children were
so terrorized that they ran away, with no news of their whereabouts or even their
| conditions to date. The Center was shut down.

In another raid in July 21, the PUK has also attacked the women'’s sheiter and the
Center for Independent Women Organization in the same city. The PUK’s armed
personnel arrested all the women with their children who were there due to the
threat of assassination and honor killings and family violence. They closed down
these two organizations, confiscated all their belongings and the confidential files
that were kept on the women and children. To date, there is no news of the
situation of these women either.

The Center for the Defense of Children in Sulaimaniya, which was founded by a
group of activists of children’s rights in February 1999, is a member of the
Children First campaign, and has been involved in organizing for the improvement
of the situation of children in the Iragi Kurdistan. Despite all the pressures and
lack of funding, the Center soon became a force in the defense of children,
gaining such achievements as:

Custody of five children: (Children First can not release the names in fear of

the children’s safety)

Outreach to assist personal, family and social problems of 12 children: 4 cases of

unattended children, 3 cases of chronic family violence, psychological abuse, and

2

that he risks being forcibly returned to Iran, where he would face serious
human rights violations. .

Three leading IWCP members have been held hostage at the PUK headquarters
in Sulaimaniya since 16 July, apparently to put pressure on all the other
IWCP members to leave the PUK-controlled area. Tahar Hassan, Saman Karim
and Fu‘ad Sadig had reportedly gone to negotiate with the PUK.

On 19 July 17 members of the IWCP executive committee, their families and
scores of other IWCP members were reportedly expelled from their homes in
Sulaimaniya. They were reportedly on their way to the city of Arbil, in the
part of Iraqi Xurdistan controlled by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (XDP).
These expulsions were reportedly intended to stop all political activity by

the IWCP.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Since the end of the Gulf War in 1991 Iragi Kurdistan has been under the

control of the two main Kurdish political parties, the KDP and the PUK, who
control two distinct areas and have established their own *“governments".

Until now, political opposition has been tolerated. The IWCP was formed in
1993 from a merger of four small communist groups. Its activities remained
limited, under pressure from both the KDP and. the PUK.

.

Three IWCP members were arrested in February 2000 in Sulaimaniya,
reportedly for publicly accusing the PUK.of rigging local elections and
criticising security measures taken during the elections. The PUK said that
the three had been arrested for "creating disturbances and encouraging
others to take part in disturbances, and illegally wollecting money and
forming committees and organizations to collect money without p¥oper
procedures and permission”. All three were released without charge in April

2000.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send telegrams/telexes/faxes/express/airmail

letters in or your own language:
- asking to be told the names and places of detention of all those arrested

in connection with anti-PUK demonstrations since 13 July;

- seeking assurances that they are being treated humanely and have regular
access to lawyers of their own choosing, their families and any medical
care they may require; _

- urging that they be immediately released if they were arrested solely for
their peaceful political activities;

- urging a full investigation into the killings of '‘Abdul Basit Muhsin,
Mohammad Mustafa, Ibrahim Mohammad Rostam, Hawri Latif, Omid Nikbin and
sadiq Nikbin, and that anyone found responsible be brought to justice;

- calling for all expulsions of IWCP members, supporters and their families
to be stopped, and for all those expelled to be allowed to return to their

homes;
- urging that no one who would be at risk of human rights violations be

forcibly returned to Iran or to areas under Iraqi government control.

APPBALS TO:

Jalal Talabani
President
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
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All freedom-loving people !
The International Federation of Iraqi Refugees condemns these actions of the PUK which violate
the basic human rights and deprive the basic services. All people and organizations should have
the right to an opinion, to freedom of speech. the right to organize and the right to demonstrate.

& S
% 13 Park HilL,
Harlow, Essex,

STAN NEWENS CRRLT DAL

Mem!
of the Eu Parllament

As You can see, The PUK is a reactionary party, which can not approve of these basic rights and
therefore kills people and denies the parties and civil organizations the right to act. The PUK
claims to be working for safety but this is quite the opposite. Safety would mean no armed lorces

(o CEHTﬂ.lLl 'rl'llFl:u 012789 420108
threatening in the city. Therefore we ask all political parties, trade unions, human rights
20" July, 2000 organizations and freedom loving people to criticize these actions of the PUK.

23.7.2000 Helsinki

PUK, London : 0207 840 0630
PUK Turkey : 90 312 440 4549
Rebwar Arif ; chairman
The International Federation of Iragi Refugees

Dear PUK Represeniarive,

Iblvebeeuppronchedhyfepmmmivosoﬁhc\%rknc«nmﬁuh

‘ rty of lraq, who
state that the PUK is at present surrounding their offices at Sulaimania i i
mdisndﬁngwdﬂwﬂsﬁrmembmmagfthcm. mmmm'lruukurd{m

A}lomwhuhumppomdﬂ:exu:dichuuunvamyymmds for
npiuoflhou?e_lmsmg’ to many different Kurdish political mpr:::duplym -
disturbed by this information, It is of great importance to the Kurdish cause that
mmmwmmﬁmﬁmmuﬂmmmmmwﬁm

:nmmm,lmwmmmmwmwmmmm

of Iraq should not be infringed and thut the pressures being brought

present lima should be remaved. 19 bear on them at the

lnnow;ydmﬂdsmnthnlmmkingmydedmﬁmonmepnﬂcluntdiﬂ‘m

Kurdish parties. Democracy means that all who do not have i
ey e 3 recourse to violence sgainst

[ ook forward to hearing from you,

Yours sincerely,

Stan Newens,
President - Liberation,
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THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF IRAQI R.EFUGE:ES
To the media, all freedom-loving political parties,

i ights organizations
; trade unions and human rig ons ;
Lately the PUK has, under different pretexts, ordered many offices of the Iraqi Workers Communist

25 July 2000

Purther information om UA 213/00 (M= 14/08/00, 19 July 2000) -

IWCP 10 bie shut down and all political actions to be ceased. The PUI§ ?Inims 10 m_ake thmThg Eatuzp and new concern: "dissppeazances
Party te safety. The PUK has repeatedly threatened the IWCP. civil organizations, TRAQ/IRAQL XURDISTAN  Sadiq Nikbin (Iranian Mastional) injured
om p:n;‘:mcn‘s Or.ganization WO and the Women's Protection Center. Medmls 4ot memmy Midhai atmad
Inde en

Hew name; Kuchar

ici i Iwo ;
(¢ i d the electricity and water supplies to the IWCP and ,
The PUK cut off the Elﬂl?h::; ;mf:o?gu actions by the PUK. At the same time the IWCP and the ::mﬂ: ,m_::; ta ¢ wtea t:uf‘“n:':;d’ﬂ:::r':: — S
ofker. The:ftetion 10 uta peaceful solution to the situation. On July 13*, demonstrators ecurity forces s o M
IWO tried continuously eported

march to the Minisc¥ Of o gl ::-;::“ ::Ie ’Th TEturn to Iran, where they would face
p ; they tried to to Santeli i i e B :
eainst these measures were arrested when
peacefully protesting ag ‘

i . Nidhal Ahmad, a Shi‘a Muslim from southern Ira 4 % . .
Interior in Sule,\r'll'lﬂ-lua. . i Iragql government, has reportedly *disappes d'qun a kuuun._ - n:v:uuﬁfja:;t::
iati i The negotiatins \WAS arrang re sy
i r a negotiation with the PUK. hi
After this the IWCP asked fo 0 ag rag and

pt lk me cd 1 thc Iw P w July. There are fears that he ma
Tce Vi i eﬂ [hal Iha pﬂﬂy IU cease au be
toslg'lanam dw“.ﬂll :
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shot by the PUK in the city of Suleymania.

[ In June the PUK cut off the telephone lines to the IWCP and It\ivmo [{)vfg;csmd o
. 8.7.2000 the PUK cut off the eleciricity aod water supplics (o Ry B
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On 21 July PUK security forcas reportedly raided a vomen's refugs run by
tha Independent Women's Organization (IMO) in Sulaimaniya, Sevegal women
were arrested and reportedly released later. The refuge, which gave shelter
to women abused by their relatives, has besn closed.

A well-known post from Sulaimaniya, Kuchar, wag reportedly arrssted at his
home on 22 July, for eriticizing tha pux authorities’ human rights abuses
against the Iragi Workers' Communist Party (INCP) apd the IND. His
vhereabouts are now unknown. “

Many of those arrescad tince 13 July are said to have been reliased,
although the exact number is mot known. Among those reportedly released are
INCP bers Tabar H + Saman Xarim and Fu‘'ad Sadiq.

FURTRER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Pleass send hl&grm}tllun}!“uhq‘r“lf o 5
sirmail letters in English, Arabie, Kurdish or your own language,

continuing appeals as before and also: .

- asking why Kuchar wag arrested;

- urging that he be i-udnuly released if he was arrested solely for the
peaceful expression of his political beliefs;

= urging a Full investigation into the "disappearance® of Widhal Ahmad.
Sualeymania six party members \\'ere.killcdpbg 1::ht: \.l;md the IWO and the Shelter. the women QUL ;
vill. 21.2.2000 the armed forces of tbem wﬂh‘iﬂ hel;l  an hour. without gving any reahon. Thu_s. TR
e [ gun. The following are th names of the women in m"e“u“'hlﬂ

o L Sl i 3 | Kider whos nose was cho off Patriotic Union of KXurdiscan (pux)
The Shelter who were arrested by the PUK: 1-Kazha pped

ina “Layla Ismail 4-Niyan Ali ot
i i i children 2-Surma Rasool Mm. Lay g i
F-,\l;!m:: sw'lll’lyt:: ::11:::: 'S‘ﬂm:?;bdulla (pregnant) 6-Shoghan /it (pregnant) 7-Bayan 8 Amnesty Interntional. Iniermational Secretarat, | Easton Sireet. London WCIX 0DW, United Kingdom
ANm. wi

2-Aisha . . . cix
: . ; Bl Tel: (44) (020) 7413 5500 Fax: (44) (020) 7956 | 157 Telegrams: Amnesty London
Chiman 9-Zamman with a child 10-Badria Rasool 11 T e ) 17 s e

protection center. (o shut down their o

fdeirag@sci.fi

Address: PL 3 ra———
0391 Helsinki - Finland Fax:003
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\J.l’ International Federation of
7/\< ~__Iranian Refugvees JFIR

IFIR Secretariat

Contact: Maryam N i

P.0.Box 27236 Phone +44 77 301?%367

London N11 27F Fax +44 870161 5353
England Email ifiric@aol.com

THE PATRIOTIC UNION OF KURDISTAN KILLS WOMEN’S AND H UMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN NORTHERN IRAQ

July 15, 2000

Qn .'July 14, 2000, in Iraqgi Kurdistan, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) attacked a car
carrying fqur members of the Independant Women’s Organization’s sheiter; all four were
killed in this attack. The shelter is e first of its kind in Northern Irag and has saved the
lives of Fountlgss women fleeirg honor killings and violence promecied by Islamic groups
and parties. Simultanesusly, the PUK surrounded the Worker Gommunist Party of Iraq’ s
(WCPI; base, arresting 12 members and killing another,

the WC?I has actively supported the shelter, women’s rights and a secular society. The PUK’s recent
attack-on the WCPI aims to further maintain repression and push back the movement for equality and
freedom . The killings were scheduled to coincide with Jalal Talebagi’s (the PUK’s leader) visit to
Iran and were closely eyordinated with the regime’ s terrorist bases in Iraqi Kurdistan, The PUK and
other {5iamic groups in Iraqi Kurdistan are maintained by the Islamic Republic of Iran.

This is not the first time that the PUK has 2t ced women’s and human rights defeaders and political

freedom.s. Each time, hoyfgver, it has eepn pushed back by progressive forces both in the region and
 internationally. S

;l;’:i, :mernat‘ional_ ‘rederation of Iranian Refugtes (IFIR) unequivocally condemas the PUK’s assault
e, WO o2’ s and human rights and pelitical freedoms, and calls on all groups and individuals to

eXxprese - . .
Prés”, their outrage and condemnation through actions and letters of protests.

The PUK must be held acountable for the killings.

Pretest letters and faxes can be sent to: Error! Bookmark not defined.. PUK - United Kingdom: 5
Glasshouse Walk, London SE1, Tel: +44 207 840 0640, Fax: +44 207 840 0630. PUK - USA: 444 North
Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837, Washington DC 20001, Tel: +1 202 637 2496, Fax: +1 202 637 2723.
PUK - France: 23 rue Louias Pouey, 72800 Puteaux, France, Tel: +33 1 477 87598, Fax: +33 1 391
63779, PUK - Turkey: Tel: +90 312 440 2199, Fax: +9u 312 440 4549,
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Independent Women Organisation in Kurdistan

An Appeal for Support!

Women in Kurdistan Need Your Support!
To all Women, Human rights and Progressive Organisations!

The ruling party in lragi Kurdistan- Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) - has in the past few
months embarked on a dangerous course of action against the basic individual and civil rights
of the citizens of Kurdistan. Their disastrous record of running the region and their complete
failure of offering any solutions to ten years of war, poverty, lawlessness and the erosion of the
fabric of the civil society has pushed this tribal party to resort to the usual tactic of suppression
and oppression to prolong theirrule. =~ '

Since the beginning of the year, a series of attacks orchestrated by the PUK has swept the
Kurdish society culminating in armed offensives against progressive and in particular‘ the
Worker-communist party of Irag, a popular party with mass followings amongst workers, women
and the youth of Kurdistan.

in response to the appalling situation of women in Kurdistan and in particular to combat
harassmient and physical violence against women and tragically against mutilation and murder
of women, that has now exceeded 5000 murders, a group of women activists set up the
“Independent Women's Qrganisation”(IWO) in1992. The IWO has tirelessly struggled to improve
tiie quality of life for women in Kurdistan as well as campaigning to repeal anti-women's laws of
the state of Iraq still implemented by the PUK. The IWQO has aiso ceaselessly campaigned
against the so-cailed “honour killings” and the related laws permitting such a barbaric practice.
These ‘activities and campaigns have been widely welcomed by the people of Kurdistan and has
to an increase in the popularity of the IWO amongst women and other deprived people of
Kurdistan. "

The extend of violence against women in Kurdistan and the need to offer practical supports to
the victims led to the establishment of the Women's Sheilter in the city of Sulaimaniya in1998.
The Sheiter has been working full capacity giving refuge to hundreds of women and their
children sparing them from very serious dangers and fatalities.

The Sheiter was for some time under the threat of the armed gangs of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK). Finaily on 21* July 2000, the armed forces of the PUK closed the Shelter down
and took away its twelve residents and their children. We have no doubt that the lives of these
women are in grave danger from hoth the PUK forces and those from whom these women had

escaped.

This situation requires serious consideration from all those who are concerned with women's
rights, freedom and equality. The PUK's aggression is supported by all the reactionary forces in
the region. We are duty bound to confront this aggression wherever we are. Condemn the PUK's
offensive against women of Kurdistan and do whatever you can to put an end to this blatant
aggression. This armed attack is a desperate attempt by a force which has lost the social battle
and is threatened by the popularity of the progressive and modern forces within Kurdistan.
Sawsan Salim

Representative of “Independent Women's Organisation of Kurdistan” in Britain
are PUK'’s Telephone and Fax numbers in UK: Tei: 020 78400640
Fax:02078400630

sawsan.s@ukonline.co.uk
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From: Dave Bleakney <DBLEAKNEY@CUPW-STTP.ORG> ‘

To: <puk@:puk.org>
Friday, July 28, 2000

Subject: FW: Urgent

Dear PUK representative:

On Friday, July 21 and armed force of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
enteredtheWomen's Protection centre in Suleimaniyah. PUK troops ordered an evacuation.
Eventually the women's centre was shut down completely while documents were removed.

This shelter was safeguarding twelve women from desparate cases of "honour killings", In
addition, five chiidren were also present.The occupents and staff of the centre were all detained.
When some women activists raised the issue of "honour killings" the PUK denounced any
responsibility for their safety, cven after removing them from a shelter. These women and their
children were separated from the other and were taken to an unknown destination, I understand
the women who are threatened by honor killings are now detainces of the PUK forces.

Their names are as follows:

. Kajal Jamal accompanied by her 2 children
. Surma Rasool Mina

. Leila Ismail

. Nian Ali Ahmed accompanied by her 2 children
. Asmar Abdullah (pregnant)

. Shoukhan Saleh (pregnant)

. Bavan

8. Chiman

9. Zeman accompanied by 1 child

10. Badriya Rasool

11. Basoz Abdullah

12Aisha

N U de TS e

-3

One can only condemn the armed attack on the Independent Women's Organization
and the Women's Protection Center. If left unstopped, these regressive and male
chauvinist mentality attacks will open the way for unlimited oppression and killings

against women.
The detainment of these threatened women under the ruthless forces of the PUK will
increase the threat on their lives, and will leave them exposed to the direct assaults of

their prison guards.

it is difficult to fathom why anyone would place pregnant women, children and their
mothers in such a situation. Just exactly what are the PUK fighting for? It seems to me
that the people have Kurdistan have enough outside problems to be spending their time
harrassing women.

1 urge you to correct this situation as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

David Bleakney

National Union Representative

Canadian Union of Postal Workers

377 Bank Street Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Y3
Phone: 613-236-7230 ext 7953

Fax: 613-363-7861

AG Intemationalismus
Postfach 7611
3001 Bem

~ Switzerland

‘Bem, 19, Jull 2000
‘Dear Mister Talabanl,

With great worries and concemn we heard about the brutal attacks
of PUK security forces in the town of Sulemanla against
progressive social movements. We regard the forced closing of
the radio statlon of the Worker Communist Party as a violation of
the freedom of spsech. The forced closure of the offices of the
independent Women's Organization is a slap In the facs to
everyons who supports the demand for equal rights for women
around the world. The use aof guns against peacsful
demonatrators, who protest against these undemocratic actlons of
the PUK proof that the PUK security forces In Sulemania have no
regpact for human rights. '

.

We demand that the Independent Women's Organization, the
Worker Communist Party and all progressiva movaments In Irag|

‘Kurdlatan will no longer be attacked by members of your party.

We demand that the actlvists of these movements can return to
the closed offlces and the radlo station in Sulemania immediately

‘and' without any condltions.

We demand that all Imprisoned members of these organizations

will be ralaased immeadiately.

| Sincerty,

for the AG Internationallsmus

) £

pi5
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August 9, 2000

Mr. Pierre Sane ‘

Secretary General

Amnesty International

International Secretariat

'VIA FACSIMILE

Dear Mr. Pierre Sane,

As stated in a previous letter, Sadegh Nikbin was seriously wounded on July 14,
2000 by Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) forces and transported to the
emergency unit of a hospital. He is still hospitalized.

We have received reports that the PUK has told hospital management that Mr.
Nikbin will be imprisoned upon his release from hospital. Two days ago, guards
were placed at his hospital room door.

The Kurdistan Committee of the Worker-communist Party of Iran is concerned
about his fate given that he is an opponent of the Islamic Republic of Iran. There is
a serious possibility that he will be handed over to the regime.

We urge you to intervene on his behalf. The Red Cross had agreed to transfer him
to Erbil upon his release from hospital. His safe transfer to Erbil is required in
order to ensure that his life and liberty will not be endangered.

Sincerely,

Rahman Hosseinzadeh

Kurdistan Committee Director
Worker-communist Party of Iran
Tel: +46 739 855 837

Fax; +44 870 133 7209

E-mail: r hoseinzadeh@yvahoo.com

CC: Human Rights Watch, United Nations. International Red Cross, World
Organization Against Torture
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DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST
PARTY

To

Jalal Talabani

President

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
Sulaimaniya

Kurdistan

Iraq

c/o PUK USA

444N. Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837
Washington D.C.

USA

‘ Faxes. + 1202 6372723

Dear Sir,

We have just heard of the renewal of your organisation's repressive actions against the
Worker Communist Party of Iraq in Sulaimaniya, Kurdistan. But this time your PUK has
gone beyond arrests and political repression - so far four members of the WCPI have

been murdered by your forces, and others wounded!

These outrageous killings will be a scandat throughout the world.

We demand that you call off your repressive forces, identify and punish the murderers,
and cease your attempts to eliminate the political and civil rights of the WCPI and other
political parties. We call on you to give up this warmongering approach, and revert to
political ways of solving any disputes among the people in Iragi Kurdistan, and respect
human freedom and basic rights.

Yours sincerely,

John Percy,
National Secretary

Democratic Socialist Party

Tel #81 2 93¢0 1350
Fax +31 2 €360 1391
Email dsowdso.org.at

23 Abesctombie Street Post ttice Bax 515
Chippendale. Sydney Sroadway H SW 2007
MSW Australia At iia
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PUBLICATIONS OF POLITBURO SECRETARIAT,
ABROAD WORKER COMMUNIST PARTY OF IRAQ.
COMPILED BY: NOORI BASHIR

TEL, FAX: 0044 20 7237 0605

E-MAIL: NuoriBasher@amjad.demon.co.uk

Po.Box: 7926, London SE1 2ZG, UK

THE FOURTH BOOKLET

THE CONSTANT ATTACK OF
PATRIOTIC UNION OF
KURDISTAN ON THE
RADICALISM OF THE SOCIETY!

* KURDISTAN IS INSECURE.

* THE ISLAMIC AND TERRORIST MOVEMENTS
ARE STRENGTHEND.

*THE MEMBERS OF THE WORKER COMMUNIST
PARTY OF IRAQ ARE BEING ARRESTED AND
MURDERED.

* DAILY INCURSIION OF REGIONAL
GOVERNMENT

COMPILED BY: NOORI BASHIR
MAY 2001
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The aggression against radicalism
in Kurdistan!

This is the fourth booklet since last year, this is a small
part of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's attacks, and
enhancement of the backwardness and reactionaries
and the attacks on Worker Communist party of Iraq.
The ruling Parties of Kurdistan and PUK in particular
have intensified their offensives on the WCPI,
radicalism and liberals, more than 120 members of
WPCI have been caught and detained since July 2000.
They aggravated their aggressions and strengthened
Islamic movements and terrorists to an extent that they
publicly chase, confine, issue decrees ( FATWA )s, and
assassinate intellectuals. These Parties bolstered and
baked up the reactionary movements in a way that
terrorists’ aggressions even embraced political Parties
leaders . ‘

In Dec 2000 Kamarn Asaad, a cadre of WCpI and Feb
2001 Franswa Hariri, a leaders, a member of KDP were
assassinated, Besides, the regional governments are
making incursions into Kurdistan territory and the
Turkish troops have been in the depth of Kurdistan for
a few months.

These attacks, arrests, and fatwas have been published
in the press, | included a part of then which were
accessible in this booklet, unfortunately some of them
have not been translated into English, among them the

WPC! and Human Right Watch publications.

Nouri Bashir
May 2001



Call on Jalal Altalabani and the
court in city of Suleimania

On January2l, 2001, Hiwa Ahmad (a2 leading member of the Worker communist Party of Iraq) was
sentenced to for months in jail by the court in city of Suleimania. This because he was unable to prove his
claims in an article previously published by him about the corruption and violation of human rights by the
leadership of the security forces in Suleimania.

First of all it was not clear, what would be the punishment against the security forces if Hiwa Ahmad had
succecded in proving his claims? So the trial was mere a drama to punish Hiwa and cover the crimes of the
security officers. The court in Suleimania certainly had taken part in preparing this drama which happened
under the rule of the PUK’s militia. It was to punish Hiwa Ahmad and not to investigate the violation of
human rights by the security forces.
Few months ago, Jalal Altalabani issued ao appeal in Alitibad paper (PUK's paper) asking the police and
security forces to observe human rights, and abaadon torture, breaking into people’s homes, taking
individuals by force to their offices or putting them behind the bars without clear reason. This appeal by
Jalal Altalabani was outright evidence on the violation of human rights under the rule of the PUK. Jalal was
forced to release this appeal after be was subject to tremendous pressure by the Amnesty International,
which issued many urgent actions against the PUK, in addition to the wide wave of protest in the cities of
Kurdistan condemning the violation of human rights, treatment of prisoners, the way people are arrested,
torture and killing.
The question which poses itself here is: Wasa’t the judge who sentenced Hiwa aware about what has been
happening to the freedom defenders; huating and suppressing outside and torture inside prisons?! Or the
majesty of the Judge himself is part of the crimes committed to implement the policies of the PUK.
After all these crimes being committed publicly, the PUK and Jalal Altalabani claim that they stand for
democracy, frecedom and defending human rights and that the mass of people enjoy freedom under their
rule.
I, as a solicitor and human right activist, ask the court in Suleimania to give me an opportunity to set up a
committee under the supervision of Amnesty International. I will personally take the task to prove through
this committec and within a limited time, all accusations by Hiwa Ahmad that the leadership of the security
forces have been committing brutal torture against communists and progressive people, humiliating them,
threatening them with rape and killing, inside prisons. Kidnapping people and trying to hide them in order
to force them to sign undertaking to give up all political activity and their beliefs.
[ certify that I will prove all this brutality and these accusations but to achieve this task the following is
required.
I.  Answering my demand as soon as possible and giving me the opportunity to commence this task by
setting up the above mentioned committee and permitting me to enter wherever and interrogate however
I want.
2. Announcing the name of the committee in media and making radio and TV interviews with the
members of the committee and myself to explain the task of this committee and the way of the
investigations will be undertaken.
3. Recording all investigations on videocassettes.
4. Sceure the safety of all members of the commitice and myself and all witnesses in this case.
5. After proving the accusations against the security leaders, the PUK should dismantle all the security
offices and taking the accused to the court.

At the end 1 would like to remind that if Jalal Altalabani is serious about the human rights, his appeal in
Alitihad and wants to prove his calls for freedom and democracy are real calls, he should respond to my
demand. He and the PUK should provide all the requirements to achieve this task and release Hiwa Ahmad
as the first step.

Osman Alhaj Maaruf
Member of the politburo- Worker communist party of Iraq
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August 28,2
Statement by the leading committee of organisation of
Kurdistan- Worker Communist Party of Iraq.

The armed personnel of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan have arresied Azad
Ahmed, the member of leading committee along with two other members of our

party.

On Saturday, the Aug. 26,2000 the armed forces of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) arrested Azad Ahmed, the member of the leading committee of organisation
of Kurdistan of Worker Communist Party of Iraq (WCPI) along with Addnan
Mohamed Known as Baghtiar Nadir and Anwar Noori; the cadres of the party. The
PUK to eliminate the political activity of our party has started a hysterical attack
against our party since the brutal attacks of July 14, 2000.

In spite of all the propaganda of the PUK regarding the presence of freedom and
deceitful claims that the PUK is not against the political activity of our party, tens of
members and cadres of our party bave been arrested and tortured brutally on
political activity.

Arresting our comrades secretly without informing their relatives and denying
them the access to their relatives, friends or any legal aids, just like security
apparatus of the Ba'ath regime and outright violation of the freedom 2nd human
rights have upset and disturbed the progressive people of Kurdistan.

We hold the PUK responsible for the safety of our comrades and we demand that
those three comrades and other comrades in PUK's prisons to be immediately and
unconditionally released.

Meanwhile we call on the progressive masses, political and human rights
organisations to condemn these oppressive actions by the PUK and demand
immediate release of all palitical prisoners.

Our party will continue struggling to defeat the PUK and oblige it to give up thes
reactionary actions and also struggles to protect the political frecdom. defend the
rights of workers and toilers, and to support the egalitarian women's movement.
Apart from denouncement the PUK will nut gain anything else from these
oppressive practices,



Aug 28, 2000
Press Release NO: 9
The leading committee of Kurdistan Organisation of Worker

Communist Party of [raq.

We hold Patriotic Union of Kurdistan responsible for disappearance of
comrade Sadiq Nekbin

Freedom seeking masses of Kurdistan
Human rights organisations
Parties and mass organisations

Sadiq Nekbin is a cadre of our party, who was injured on July 14,2000 by the armed
personnel of the PUK and was recziving treatment at the emergency hospital in the city
of Suleimania. On Aug. 26, 2000 he disappeared from the hospital and his whereabouts is
unknown. Since the Aug. 4,2000-comrade Sadiq was under supervision of two members
of the security forces at the hospital as an amrested person and all kinds of contact with
him was prohibited. Therefote we hold the security forces of the PUK responsibie for his
disappearance and PUK as responsible for his safety. :

We call on all human right organisations and individuals, political organisations and
mass organisations in and outside Kurdistan to put pressure on the PUK to release Sadiq
Nekbin. Sadiq is from Iranian Kurdistan and we fear being handed over 1o the Iranian
regime as the PUK and the [slamic Republic of Iran have coope:ated in their anack on
the Worker Communist Party of Iraq. This fact was confirmed in the official media of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Press Release

The Patriotic union of Kurdistan (PUK) have kidnapped (Hiwa
Almad), the member of leading committee of the Ovrganisation of
Kurdistan -Worker communist party of Iraq (WCP1)

On October the 6*, the PUK'S armed forced, like Mafia, have kidnapped Hiwa

Ahmad in the centre of the city of Suleimania. This operation was so well
planned that nothing is known about him until this moment.
We pointed in 2 previous statement to the attempts of the PUK to arrest and
kidnap the leaders and cadres of our party who practice political activity under
very suppressive atmosphere in city of Suleimaniah. We also pointed our thst
these terrorist actions arc heen committed very secretly, especially after the
lectures which were given by Jalal Al talabani to the members of his suppressive
apparatus and when 2 number of human right observers from the PUK itself
were posted to observe the activity of these apparatus. The PUK is developing
the human rights in Kurdistan according to its own method which includes
committing killing, torture and kidnapping secretly, without any deter and
without revealing any information about these operations and their victims. All
the visits by his family and friends to the security apparatus have failed to obtain
any information about him.

We stress that the PUK is responsible for the safety of Hiwa Ahmad and we
demand that he is immediately release. We also call on all political and human
right personalities and organisations and Amnesty International to condemn this
crime and to put pressure on the PUK to release Hiwa Ahmad and w0 stop the
continuous violation of freedom of political activity and human rights.

Abroad Organisation
Waorker Communist Party of 1raq
190ct 2000

[u contact with the Abroad Oraanisation
el 00358 405068360

Fax: 0044 8701635750

F-mail: saman@wpirag.urg




Support the ¢fforts for releasing Hew:s Ahmad and Falah Ahmad from the
PUK’s prisons.

Freedom loving people
Political partics. labour and socialist organisations

Human rights arganisations and activists

Hewa Ahmad, the member of leading commiittee of organisation of kurdistan- Worker communist
party of Iraq and Fuluh Ahmad, the cadre of this party have been incarcerated in the I’UK’s prisons
under very harsh circumstances for 2 and 1 month respectively. The PUK itsell admitted that they
have been arrested duc to their political activity. According to (Al- Itihad) weekly, the PUK’s official
paper, Hewa Ahmud was arrested on political charges because he distributed a leaflet, criticising the
regional government (the PUK’s government). The report by Al- Itihad is an vutright admission
about the PUK’s suppression of human rights and freedom of political activity in contrast to their
rhetoric claims in this respect. It is worth mentioning thut it is the second time that the PUK’s security
forces arrest Hewa Ahmad as he had been released few days prior to the recent arrest. The first time
he was arrested when PUK kidnapped him and his whereabouts was unknown until the PUK was
obliged under huge pressure by the Masses, our party and his relatives to admit the kidnapping three
days later and they released him latter on to be arrested again few days later. They arrested Hewa
Ahmad this time to force him to refute 2 report about his first arrest by Azzaman daily in London but
their dream has not come through. Since then, Hewa Ahamad has been subjected to a very brutal
torture to force him to refute this report, sign an undertaking to give up all political activity,
relinquish his membership of the WCPI and give information about the party. The resistance of Hewa
Ahmad and his heroic stand in the face of the PUK’s forces has caused them hysteria.

Keeping Hewa Ahmad and Falah Ahmad in Jalal Tulabani’s prisons under torture and inhumane
treatment because they refuse to sign an undertaking and give information about our party is

animation to the Banth's practices in Iraqi Kurdistan.

We call on all progressive people in Kurdistan and in the world to condemn this suppression by
Jalal's party and 10 defend human rights in this region. Tuking a stand in defense of our detained
comrades is a radical and humane task for all freedom and human rights defenders.
Support the campaizn of the Worker communist Parry of Iraq for immediate and uncunditional
release of these twa comrades. Send protest letters to Wfalal Talabani and the PUK's offices to
condemn their suppression and force them to respect the freedom of political activity

Politburo of Worker Communist Party of Iraq
December 11, 2000
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,Ua 337/00 Fear of Torture 3 November 2000
IRAQ/IRAQI KURDISTAN Hiwa Ahmad, aged about 36

An opposition activist who apparently criticised the authorities’ human rights record has been arrested and
is at risk of torwure, in the region of Iragi Kurdistan controlled by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK).

Hiwa Ahmad is a member of the executive committee of the lraqi Workers’ Communist Party (IWCP). He had
reportedly written an article in an IWCP newspaper or magazine criticizing the PUK leader’s record on human
rights. He was arrested on 16 October by the PUK security and intelligence service, Dezgay Zanyari, in the
city of Sulaimaniya. He is reportedly detained incommunicado at the Security Directorate in Sulaimaniya.

He was apparently released on 30 October and rearrested later that day, for reasons unknown.

On 26 October Amnesty International wrote to the PUK leader asking why Hiwa Ahmad had been arrested.
We have received no reply.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Since the end of the Guif War in 1991 Iraqi Kurdistan has been under the control of the two main Kurdish

political parties, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP} and the PUK, who control two distinct areas and have
established their own "governments”. N

The IWCP was formed in 1993 from a merger of four small communist groups. Its activities remained limited,
under pressure from both the KDP and the PUK.

In July and August this year there were widespread arrests of IWCP members, and others, in Sulaimaniya,
{ollowing protests against alleged PUK persecution. Four armed IWCP members were killed. reportedly when
their car came under fire from PUK security forces. By the end of September all those arrested in connection
‘ with anti-PUK dermonstrations had been reieased.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send faxes/express/airmail letters in English, Arabic, Kurdish or your own

language:

- asking why Hiwa Ahmad was arrestied;

- seeking assurances that he is being treated humanely and has access to lawyers oi his own choosing, his
family and any medical care he may require;

- calling for him to be released immediateiy and unconditionally if he is being held solely for the expression

of his beliefs. .

Amnesty International. Intemational Secretariat, | Easton Street. London WC1X ODW. United Kingdom
Tel: (44140200 7415 3300 Fax: (<42) (020) 7936 1157 Telegrams: Amnesiv London WCl
Web: hup:/www.amnesty.org  E-mail: vateam'@amnesty.org



APPEALS TO:

Jalal Talabani

clo PUK United Kingdom

First Floor, 5 Gilasshouse Walk,
Vauxhall

London SE11 5ES

UK
Faxes: + 44 20 7840 0630
Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani

Jalal Talabani

cl/o PUK USA

444 N. Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837
Washington D. C. 20001

USA

Faxes: + 1202 6372723
Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani

COPIES TO: Office of the PUK, if there is one in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office, if
sending appeals after 15 December 2000.
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PUBLIC Al Index: MDE 14/16/00
17 November 2000
Further information on UA 337/00 (MDE 14/14/00, 3 November 2000)- Fezr of torture

IRAQ/IRAQI KURDISTAN Hiwa Ahmad

New names: Falah Ahmad, aged about 30
Ranj Ata, aged about 28

Another two lraqi Workers” Communist Party (IWCP) activists have been arrested, apparently because they
distributed leaflets calling for Hiwa Ahmad to be released. All three are at risk of torture or ill-yeatment.

Relatives of Hiwa Ahmad have reportedly been allowed to visit him twice. He apparently had marks on his
body suggesting he had been tortured.

Falah Ahmad and Ranj Ata were reportedly arrested by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in Sulaimaniya
on 30 October and 11 November respectively. They are said 10 be held at the Security Directorate in
Sulaimaniya. Ranj Ata works for the IWCP radio station.

Falah Ahmad had been arrested last August during a wave of arrests of IWCP members in the PUK-controlied
area of lraqgi Kurdistan. He was released without charge by the end of* September.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send faxes/express/ airmail letters in Englfish, Arabic, Kurdish or

your own language:

- asking why Falah Ahmad and Ranj Ata were arrested;

- seeking assurances that they are being treated humaznely and have access to lawyers of their own
choosing, their families and any medical care they may require;

- calling for them to be released immediately and unconditionally if they are held solely for the expression
of their beliefs;

- expressing concerns at reports that Hiwa Ahmad may have been tortured;

- urging that these reports be immediately investigated and anyone found responsible be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO:

Jalal Talabani Jalal Talavani

cfo PUK United Kingdom clo PUK USA

First Floor, 5 Glasshouse Walk, 444 N. Capitol Street, NW, Suite 837
Vauxhall Washingion D, C. 20003

London SE11 5ES UsA

UK Faxes: + 12026372723
Faxes: + 44 20 7840 0630 Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani

Salutation: Dear Mr Talabani
COPIES TO: Office of the PUK, if there is one in your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office. if
sending appeals after 29 December 2000.

Amnesty Intemnational. International Secretariat. | Easton Street. 1.ondon WC1X 0DW. United Kingdom

Tel: (44) (020) 7413 3300 Fax: (44)(020) 7956 1157 Telezrams: Amnesty London WCI
Web: hup:-www.amnesty.org E-mail: vatcam:gamnesty.org



Worker Communist Party of Iraq-Abroad Organisation

Tel: ++35 405068360
Fax; ++44 §701635750
E-mail:snman22@saunalahti.fi

24/12/2000

Dear
Sir/ Madam
I want o confirm you about the PUK( Talabani’s Party) campaign

against our parties activity in Sulaimaniya city, which dominated by
PUK. After our headquarters and our radio station attackied by
PUK forces in 14Julay2000 and they killed five of our aclive
memberships, they lunched the big campaingn angainst our activity
and our cadres and members in it dominate zone. More than (wo
monthes PUK was arrested two our cadres Hiwa Ahmad, the
member of leading committee of kurdistan organisation and Falah
Ahmad, the cadre of the party. The PUK (hemselves admitted that
they have been arrested due to their political activity, according o (
Al-ltihad) weekly, the PUK’s official paper. The hotnews from
kurdistan was assassinated our cadres in Chamchamal city it
dominated by PUK , he was ( Kamaran Assad) secretery of
Chamchamal commiitee at 20/12/2000, and arrested the numerous,of
our members and our supporiers in Sulaimanyia city such like (
Bahadin Rahman) woner of Hazher Jaibrery and Abubaker
Mohamad Maarol, Sardar Azia Mohamad, Abubakr Osman,
Mohamad Abdulla, at 17-20/12.

[ ask you o support our campaign (o releas our cadres( Hiwa ahmad,
Falah Ahmad) and others, and (o defence the human rightes by
sending the protest letter (o Talabani by sending the fax to him office
in abroad. The faxes number are below, please send the copy of

protest letter for us.
With regards

Saman karim

Incharge of WCPI- AO

PUK faxes number in abroad
USA:++1202 6372723
UK: ++44 207 8400630
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in Kurdistan

Eight organizations have sent an appeal to the people,
parties, and organizations in Kurdistan (iraq) and the world
concerning the atrocious attack which has been perpetrated
by terrorists and reactionaries in Kurdistan (Iraq) against
the laic, communists, Iranian opposition, women and all the
modernized phases of the society.

Over the past two months assassinations of Shawbo Salih,
Imaad Tawfik, Cameran Muhammad, Khawla and Canaan
Abduikhiik have been perpetrated in Arbil City which is
controlled by KDP. As for Sulaymania which is controiled
by PUK a series of explosions have been taken place in
“Didar Casino" and "Shakool, Lava, and Mona women
beauty salons" at Azadi district. Bakhtiyar Zangana, the
secrefary of the National Kurdish Movement have been
kidnapped and Habeeb Fatih a member of the KDP of Iran
was assassinated. A fire has been opened at our Party’s
central radio station. Assassinations of Ardalan
Muhammed, a member of our Party, and Farhad Faraj, a
cadre of the Communist League of Revolutionaries, have
been committed around Saed Sadiq and Toymalik area in
Sulaymania. The whole happenings have been taken place
in front of the ruling parties in Kurdistan but no reaction
has appeared.

It is worth mentioning that the eight organizations have
demanded the international community to put an end to this
grave phenomenon and prevent catastrophes to happen
against humanity by the hands of the Islamist reactionaries
and their allies in the region that has neither constitution
nor law. They have asked to put pressure on the ruling
parties in Kurdistan to take initiative to rebuff this
phenomenon.

The organizations signed the appeal as follows:

Sulaymania Committee of the Worker
Communist Party of Iraq

Sulaymania Center of Kurdistan Toilers Party

The Youth Union of Kurdistan Laborers
"Sulaymania Branch”

The Women Union of Kurdistan Laborers

11

http:/Awww .wpiraq.org/english/news0u.ntm

Page S o1

An Appeal of Eight Organizations to Deter Terrorism and Assassinations

16/02/01



Udo Wicschebrink
| Maximilianeum

81627 Miinchen

'PUK-Office Berlin
Per FAX: 030-3452180

Desr Mr. Telabani,

following the news we have got from the Cormnmunist
Worker Party of Iraque in the last days we waut you to
realease immediately HIWA ABMAD and FALAH
AHMAD from prison and possible torture.

We protest severely against the violation of human
rights and support the establishment of freedom of

political thought and democracy in Iraque.

| With regards
‘Udo Wieschebrink
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On the occasion of 8" March the International Women's day, the International
campaign in Defence of Women's rights in Kurdistan has organised a picket outside the
office of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan in London to demand:

Freedom of Political activities for women in Kurdistan

Lift ban on the activities of the Independent Women’s
Organisation of Kurdistan

Date: Thursday 15® March 2001
Time: 1to3 pm '
Venue: PUK
5 Glass House Walk
London SE11 SES

Nearest Tube: Vauxhall

[ R R R R N Y R R R R R E R R R R R

*The PUK forcibly shut down the Independent Women’s Organisation and the Women
Refuge on 21/07/2000. These two organisations were registered as legal entities with
the authorities.

*The Independent Women's Organisation and the Women Refuge were shut down for
advocating women'’s civil rights and integrity and extending practical help to those
suffering violence and harassment.

*The Women's Independent Organisation calls for the abolishing of the current
inhumane and anti women bill of personal rights.

Join us to demand unconditional right of women to organise and the right of the
Independent Women's Organisation of Kurdistan to resume its activities.

For further information please contact:
e 0774885[ l e
Sawsan.s@ukonline.co.uk
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Luis Ayala
General Secretary of Socialist International

Date: 12", July 2015
Dear Ayala,

We would like to introduce the case of killing 5 of our members by the forces of the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), which is led by Jalal Talabani and is an affiliated member of your
organisation. In the remainder of this letter we briefly summarise the issues and we trust that you
will consider the facts presented.

After besieging our headquarters and cutting electricity and drinking water, the PUK’s armed
militia attacked us on 14th July 2000 in Sulaymaniya, killing5 of our members. Far from any
humane tradition and custom, they hid the bodies.

Following this attack the PUK launched a campaign of detaining and imprisoning hundreds of our
members and affiliates, closing down all our bases and plundering our properties. On the 15 July
2000 the PUK raided organisations in which our party was active, such as the Independent Women
Organisation, Defending Women Centre (Shelter), The Centre of Defending Children Rights, and
the Teachers’ Organisation. After plundering these organisations and detaining their activists they
closed the organisations, thereby halting their activities. As a result of these attacks the political
activity of the Worker-communist Party was forbidden.

The PUK’s pretext was that our party defended the people’s right to self-determination, the
establishment of a secular non-sectarian state and political freedom, and favours the abolition of the
Iragi Personal Code and the guarantee by law of equality between men and women in Kurdistan.

Although the killing of our comrades happened overtly and publically, we attach documents that
reveal the forces that carried it out and the stance of the freedom-loving people. It is expected that
you, as a third party, will look at and judge this incident and the other crimes of the PUK
conscientiously.

The PUK is still not willing to accept responsibility for the attack on our offices and uses its
authority in the courts of Kurdistan to prevent the legal process of the case and inhibit the facts
from being exposed.

It is about four years since we requested that this case be investigated by the courts. Besides putting
the perpetrators before justice, our main intention is to secure respect for political freedom and see

Email: dashtyjamal@gmail.com  Tel: 0044 (0)7856032991 Website: www.hkkurdistan.org



it applied to every party, ensuring the commitment of the authorities and other parties to civil and
political struggle instead of using armed force in any dispute.

The PUK claims to be a social-democratic party and it is a member of your organisation. The
actions and crimes of this party against people in general, the other political parties and our party
should be of concern to you because they affect the reputation of the Socialist International.

We therefore ask you to consider this letter and exert pressure on the leadership of the PUK to:

1. Stop hindering the legal process and allow the complaint against itself to come before the courts.
2. Be ready to come to the court and bring all the persons accused in this case to prove their

innocence.

We would like the opportunity to meet with you to explain the whole case and the allegations in
this letter in more detail.

Yours sincerely,

Dashty Jamal

Chairperson

Worker-communist Party of Kurdistan
Abroad Organisation

Attachment:

Document about the incident
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