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11 V. Minorsky, Studies in Caucasian History, Taylor's
Foreign Press, London, 1953. Pp. 116 -125.
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16 Howell , Wilson Nathaniel , Jr. The Soviet Union and

the Kurds, A Study of National Minority Problems in Soviet
Policy. Ph.D., University of Virginia, 1965 P.240.
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7 Jraklii Chikhladze, The Yezidi Kurds and Assyrians of

Georgia, The Problem of Diasporas and Integration into

Contemporary Society, Journal of the Central Asia & the

Caucasus (3 /21) 2003. p. 3
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Abstract
The Kurdish Language in South Caucasus 1921 —1991
By: Sudad Rasool

The presence of Kurds in South Caucasus (today Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia) has a long history, dates
back to more than a thousand years ago. During some period in the Middle Ages, Kurds established Shadadi
emirate, which reigned over a large part of the region. Later, from 16th century until 20th century, the Kurds
emigrated from neighboring countries to South Caucasus. The establishment of the Soviet Union in 1922 on the
south Caucasus was a significant political and social change in the lives of the nations in the region. Soviet had a
new language policy that the minorities groups like other big nation had the right to learn in their mother tongue
in schools. This right, included Kurdish nation in Caucasus as well. Therefore, The Kurdish language (northern
dialect - Kurmanji) in Armenia, was a vernacular without script, first modified Armenian script, latere a Latin
script. During the period 1928 — 1938, the dialect has developed quickly become a standard language for the
Kurds in Soviet Union, expanded its functions, scientific books were translated into Kurdish and taught in
schools. The language also developed in other domains such as publications, press, Radio broadcast and drama.
During Stalin's era, all cultural rights of minorities were banned. Later, during the Khrushchev era, after 1955,
the situation has improved, resumed some cultural rights for minorities, but this time the language right was
entitled only for one subject: the Kurdish language and literature. These cultural rights continued during Soviet
time. After the outbreak of the war in Karabagh and the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, these
developments negatively affected the presence of the Kurds in Caucasus and the cultural rights also declined,
since the Soviet support for minorities has ceased and their cultural activities have been declined. As a result of
the war, most Muslim Kurds fled from Armenia and Karabagh to other areas, this affected also on the national
identity of Yazidi Kurds in Armenia and Georgia, they split into two groups: most of them created a separate
national identity known as Yezidi, the rest maintained the Kurdish identity. The name of the language also
divided into two names: Ezidiki and Kurdish. However, the bad economic situation led to a large migration of
the Kurds from Caucasus to other regions. In addition, the statistics of population indicate that the population of
the Kurds in Caucasus is declining constantly, in other hand, in terms of language learning, Kurdish language
only being taught regularly in schools in Armenia, therefor, if the situation continues on this trend, the presence
of Kurds and the Kurdish language in Azerbaijan and Georgia in the future will be assimilated and extinct.

Key words: South Caucasus, Shadadi Kurds, Yezidi Kurds, Muslim Kurds, Language development
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