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The Zaza Kurds and their dialect

Abstract

Zazas as known by different names: Kird, Kirmanj, Dimli and Zaza have always
been part of the Kurdish nation throughout history and their dialect has been a
dialect of the Kurdish language. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the Zazas
played an important role in the Kurdish national movement by both followers of
Sunni Shafi'i Muslim Zazas and the Alevi Zazas. Three great uprisings of northern
Kurdistan: Kochgiri uprising 1920-1921, Sheikh Saeed Piran uprising 1925, and
Dersim uprising 1937, in all three uprisings Zazaza made a significant contribution
and made many sacrifices for Kurdish Nationalist Cause. Zazaki dialect in the past
had very little literary texts it was mainly an oral dialect. At the beginning of the
twentieth century, due to the ban on the Kurdish language in Turkey, Zazaki also
rapidly reduced its number of speakers and it was in danger of extinction. Recently,
some Zaza intellectuals in have been trying to preserve their dialect abroad, they
have published newspapers, books and articles, ultimately the dialect revived. The
European orientalists did not consider Zazaki as a dialect of the Kurdish language
but rather classified it as an independent language of the Northwest Iranian
languages. Accordingly, After the 1980s, some of Zazas (Sunni and Alevi) in
diaspora for some political, religious, social, and linguistic reasons claimed for Zaza
nationalism. They believe that the Zaza is a separate ethnic group. In this study, the
issue is addressed in a sociolinguistics perspective and explained that according to
continuous history of the Zaza with the Kurds and particularly the important role they
played for the Kurdish question and liberation of their land in northern Kurdistan
(South-eastern Turkey). Therefore, according to this historical and national
background of Zaza with Kurds their language also considered to be a dialect of the
Kurdish Language. However, Zazaki differs somehow from other Kurdish dialects in
terms of grammar and morphology, these differences among the dialects of a
language are a natural phenomenon, since the language or dialect is not only signs
or linguistics codes but also a social, cultural, political and economic phenomenon

for their speakers.

Key words: Goran, Sunni Zaza, Alevi Zaza, Zaza Nationalism, Orientalism, dialect.
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