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REPORT ON A TOUR

IN

TURKISH ARABIA AND KURDISTAN.

APRIL—MAY, 1912.

EKuixagin To Zawaisip,,
(18th April 1910.)

!
We left Khinaqin at 10-30 A.x. and marched for 15 minutes along the right
bank of Alwand. The Alwand hereabouts is 20 to 30 yards broad and generally
fordable. We next crossed flat lands, fallow, ete., for 6 minutes. Wa then
crossed (first) a hollow called Darwanjik, coming from the hills on the north, and
(second) a canal called Qiilah, 20 feet wide, with water 3 feet deep, coming from ‘
the w
From this point Khiinaqin lies to the south-esat. To the north-east at § a mile |
18 & village, Kawazi. To the south-west,
1ot Btatlon, (20 minutes.) at § of a mile, is the tomb of "Abbis on o |
mound. About due west, at 1 mile, ia the village of "Aliyawah, 100 houses of |
miscellaneous Kurds., Just beyond this point the Qilah canal is spanned by an
squeduct 4 feet broad.
We proceeded for 15 minutes. Tothe south by west from the point then
; reached lies Muhammad Shair Baig village,
2nd Station. (35 minuter) small, utcﬁn mile. At one mile or maore,
jnline behind it, is "Aliyawah, already mentioned, on a ridge which appears to !
run north-west and south-east. To the east-north-east at 1} miles 13 village !
Husain, 50 houses of Shair "Amariyal Kurds. To the nerth-north-west at
3 miles, is Imam Biwa Mahmiid, o tomb on a light-coloured mound. Two palm
ves are visible, one on each side of the mound ; they belong to Mustafs Pisha ’
of the Bijalan Kurds. Behind thc‘ grovea is said to be a village, Biwa Paliu
or Bawa i"alﬁwi. 150 houses of miscellaneous Kurda, To the north-west by
west is a village, Shaikh Hasan, 50 houses of Arabs. (This village is vpon the
rosd further on.) To the north-west by north, at about 10 miles, is the red peak of
Marwiri Hill, near Daklah,

We proceeded for 21 mi to Shaikh Hasan village, before mentioned, and
ascended o mound beside it. A few minutes before reaching it a branch of the
Qiilah canal was struck.

Tothe north-west by west, at § of amile, isa 11'1;]“.|ua.g\eil Sh&l'k:ll;n Hun&mh'm, 30 houses

of Arabs. (All the Arabs in thi ion are
ard Station (Bhaikh Hasau). (6 mindtas)  Buynie) To the northeeast st about gn’u]u,
are 3 small Kurdish villages. The peak of Marwiiri lies about north-west by north.

We proceeded for 10 minutes, and stopped again. To the south-east is Khi y

- To the south-west by west, at § of » mule,
S b | I T ) is Shaikh Hugain vi already mentioned,
To the north at 1 or 1} miles, is Tmam Biws Mabmiid, before meutioned.
To the north by west, at 13 or 2 miles, is part of Biwa Paliu (seeabove). The |
rest of the viﬂaﬁ? (about two-thirds) is nearer to the date groves. DMarwari still
lies to the north-west by north,
C2230G5E
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At 5 hours 5 minutes. we reach Zinta village, 15 houses of Sirchi Kurds. Just
beyond is a tremendons oleft m the hulls on the right, from which a stream emerges ;
this is (3ali Gibair. Ten minutes beyond the village we cross the stream ; it is about
10 yards wide and & foot deep ; the water is pale green and clear.

At 5 hiours 45 minutes Jodah, a village consisting partly of caves, is seen to
the right ; here are some 15 houses of Surchi Kurds. It is getting dark now, and
the road 15 wild and lonely.

At about 7 hours we reach “Aqrah, after painful stumbling about in a in:r

ully with dark gardens and hing stream of unkrown th,w_hieh we eventuals
y succeed in crossing. A Jong stony ascent from the guily brings us into the
town. If we had been a few minutes later we should not have found our way into
* Aqrab this night. e are received hy "Ali Niyazi Bey, the Qaim-Maqéam, a native
of the Hauran (Syrin), who has been a year here.

"AgRrA.
(6th May 1910.)

There are said to be about 1,000 houges in "Aqrah, and these are mostly of
Kurds, but 50 of Chsldman Catholics and 10 of Jacobites are included, also soma
o0 of Jews. The Christians are blacksmiths, joiners, and artisans; the Jews are
tradors and weavers. The place is poor: a regular hill village, but a large one.
Some tobacco and rice are grown for local consumption.

*Aqrab stands prrtly on u steep col, connecting an outer and lower hill called
Giri with a higher one on which isa Qul’ah or pre-hustoric fort, and partly in two
wvalleys which come down from the hills, one to the east (Gali Kanyarash), the
other to the west (Gali Shaikh "Abdul Aziz), of Giri and the Qai'ng. Running
southwards to the plains these two valleys unite below Gii to form the Ribar
Baruiluh, which is said to reach the Zab at Zairio below Garmak. The Jews mn
"Agrah live on the left bank of the western Gali, and the Christisns on the right
bank of the esstern.
* An Anatolian battalion was in garrison at "Aqrah at the time of my visit.
An hour's climb up Gali Kinyarssh brings me to the pass of Sar "Aqrah, from
which I can see to the east-north-east the pass over Pirish, the next range in the
direction of Persia. 1 learn that it is 3 Eu)r{r.\:l: jmeyuiéa%:ﬂrhé? 1 stand tﬁ
< J the Pirish pass, oal i Bhairwini, an
m: ““1-{“;]‘2:!:.::::‘%:: 'o"ﬂ“:;'f o 24 hours' journey from that place to
_ Birikapral; also that* Bﬁmuig]s y 80
called, lies at 1} hours' distance from the further bank of the Zab, nearly opposite
Birikapral. Biraizan s said to have had 150 houses before its destruetion by the
Turks. Behind and above all are seen the snowy mountains of Shirin. Birika-
prah and Baraizin are both in the Mudirivah of Zaibir, which is under "Aqrah.
(These places were important, at the time of my visit, on account of the campaign
then procecding against the Baraizin Shaikh. In regard to the campaign itself
much information was obtained, but this is now obsolete. The Shaikh had taken
refuge at Babsaifah, a place said to lie behind Shirir and to be eight hours' journey
um Bhraizin, where he considered himself safe from capture. There were
Turkish g rrisons at Bivikaprah and Barizin proper.)
' Mﬁf‘::;m Sar "Aqrah can be seen to the south-west Jabal Maqlib, behind which
is X
Gali Kinyarash, which T now again desvend, eontains some beautiful gardens.
The uppermost helongs to the Jacobi teChurch.
Before returning to "Aqgrah I examined the remains on the top of the Qal'sh
hill above the town, They are sufficiently remarkable, including various p o8,
wells, and o large chamber, all hewn in the rock. But the most striking work is
4 cutting whioh eames down from a neighbouring hill and rises again to the fort in
which we are ; the explanation given locally—and it seems & not impossible one—
i;;:ﬁwmmed'm kind of siphon by which water was brought into the fort from
GSB
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i i ive at a point between the villages of Jijar Kabir and
A PR e S i Jiijar Saghir, the former of which (50 houses)
lies north-west at holf o mile, the latter (20
houses) south-east at 500 yards, The people are 'Ashiir Sab'ah Kurds.

Bth Station. (3 hours 46 minutes.)

inutes we reach another ohservation point. 'Aqrah lies belind
Ao i exactly to the I'IUIEt]l-MEt. To the right of
our road, at about $of ﬁlini]'!d]jﬂ:nm:? ia
i ‘appah, a mound, To the south-south-east at 2 miles is Dostal, o village of 20
‘I{z%::anthiir Sab'ah, a hamlet belonging to which is nearer to the road. Jabal
Maqlib extends from west-south-west to neatly south-west. From the Kinl
Karwiin valley as far as this point the road has L.in over high country, mostly
through fields of barley not of heavy growth.

Tive minutes further on we reach a clear pond, formed by springs, and con-
taining fish of some size; it is surrounded by grassy slopes; its overflow goes south
or east to the plain as n small stream.

In 20 minutes from leaving the last station we arrive at & place where our
road tums more to the west, viz., to south-
west by west,

Half an hour more brings us to a mound, 30 feet high, on the left side of the
; road. Just before the mound there is o
8tk Seation. (4 honra 81 minutew.) X 5
small spring, feeding a marshy reed-grown
stream ; just beyond it is a strong clear spring with a few willows, close to the
reed-grown stream. This place is called Mamdzin.

I The going for the last few miles has been difficult owing to luxuriant vegeta-
tion almost concealing the path. Even at this early season it is hot and steamy
here. The country of the "Ashiiir Sah'ah is notoriously nnhealthy,

I Quarter of an hour brings us to a mundhmnund, similahr to the lut,hnn t:?
on e8 hia Tk left of the road’; on the right of the ro

e AT ! there is & pond. This place is called

Qura Baig. The Mudiriyah of Bardarash is now seen on low hills which join on to

Jahal Maqlib; Bardarash is to the south by west, and our road now turns in that

i direction. The marshy stream already mentioned has sccompanied us as far as
| this on the left.

In another quarter of an hour we cross this stream, then another, after w[_}:ir:h

10%h Statio Sirs 1 mlstie we find ourselves at about 1,000 yards from

o e oy Bardarash Walad, as it is called, a villnge

of 80 houses of "Ashitiy 8ab'ah. ete,  About § of & mile to the right of the Mudiriyah,

on the same hills, is Bardarash Yiinas village (50 houses of *Ashiir Sab'ah, ete),

One mile to the left is Khailiki (50 houses of ' Ashiir Sab’ah), also on the same

hills.  From here to the village is cultivation of wheat and barley. Looking back

we see "Aqrah fo the north-east, and the highest part of the Sirehi hill, called

| Stirchi Bardasur, to the east-north-east

| In about 10 minutes more we reach the Muﬂirgznh. and are received by the
Bordnrnab. (5 hours 31 minutes.) Mudir. In the plain to the westward

el Btation. (4 Hours 1T miute.)

Tih Seation, (4 hours 21 minuton.)

| the light is reflected from numerous
colleotions of water: the whole of thislush plain seems to coze with water, yet not
to be marshy. A European prospector for liquorice root from Messrs. MacAns
drow and Forbes Co.'s Baghdad branch is encamped before us at Bardarash,

| Barpamasn 1o Misar G
(7th May 1910). :

' In 20 minutes after leaving Bardnrash we reach the top of the ridge, called
{at Skakion, (80 mimiden.) Jabal Zirg Bardara on which it is

situated ; this ridge runs to the Zab River,

l From here the position of 'Aqrah is about north-east ; and in the northern hills,
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visible beyond it. To the north by west, some 14 miles off, is Upper Tahriwah
40 hm?;.?; of Turkmins); to t.beynorth—mrthlwaat, at about 1 mile, is Lower
‘shrawah (15 houses of Turkmins).

26 minutes’ going brings us to Gogjali, a village of 80 houses of Bazhwiin Turk-

: s T El"mim. o‘:lhgm left side of the road. The

9tk Station (Gogjeli). (4 hours 30 minutes) 100y batween Maqliih and Zardak is now to

the east-north-east ; the highest point of Kani Zardak is to the east with Bazwai
village in line below it ; and Miisal is to the west by south.

We reach the river at Miisal in about an hour from Gogjali ; but we m.vd
bt 74, o b e BN Wi SSS0R B RN Tast Shige. _Bofete |

C‘mln.llbu‘gha,nﬁi ¢ but o horse ook ovee 11 N ADI _Yiinas, among the ruina

| lours on the way from Bardarnsl.) Nineveh, we cross an outer gravelly ridge,

a hollow, a central ridge, and an inner ridge ;

‘ these great ridges lie parallel to one another and seem artificial—perhaps connect-

ed with the ruins of Nineveh. The river is high and, in order to %et. at the bridge,

we have to flounder on our horses through some d water, The stone bridge

does not reach to the Misal bank, but is supplemented at that end by a bridge of
boats.

On the present tour there have been frequent crossing of streams and
rivers, but nowhere has a respectable bridge been met with except that at Khin-
aqin which was not constructed by the Turkish Government. The greatest need of
this part of Turkey is better communications ; it is greater than the need of admi-
nistrators, troops, oT evVen MOney.

Mr. Gaskin and the baggage caravan, whose route rejoined mine before Gogjali,
arrived almost simultaneously with me at Misal.

Mirsar.

1 (7th te 17th May 1910.)
Miisal has a British Vice-Consulate and is too well known to need description.

1 was much struck by the backwardness of education among the Chaldzan
Catholics, whose chief schonls are here, and by the superiority of the teaching
in the Jewish (Alliance Israélite) sehool under M. Bidi, and even in the small schools
connected with the Chureh Missionary Society’s Mission. The academical results
in the Jewish school were almost startling, the boys in the highest class (age 14
or 15) being quite at home in the history of the Crusades, Coeur de Lion, Charles
1 of England, Frederick the Great, the French Revolution and ita principal
charsoters, ete. ; the questions put to them were mostly suggested by myself with-
| out reference to the school curriculum.  The tone of the school did not nplpm B0

satisfnctory, however, as that of the Church Missionary Society’s School, where

1 a brighter and more d ti pl d to prevail ; but the Church

Missionary Society's School had only pupils below the ot which character

begins to declare itself. Tt was s&'u.{t at M. Bidi, the head of the Jewish School,

causerd some slarm among parents, in the beginning, by subversive tendencies

in regard to religion and morality ; but that lstterly he had veiled them, in

deference to public opinion. The education of the Jews in Turkey is an important

question for the country, as they are among the few thinking elements in the

population ; and, from what I have seen at hdid and elsewhere, 1 fear that
1t 18 proceeding on mainly negative and even destructive lines.

Misan To Baounin.
(17th to 22nd May 1910.)

_ Mr. Gaskin and T arranged to travel to Baghdad by a Kilik, or raft, on the
Tigris ; this is the most rapid as well a5 the most comfortable means of transit
€213G3B

e e

1

s gk i Sa dmd ) 1,8 s JOR/L/IPS/20/61 1aa sall
http://www.qdl.ga/4xz s»l/archive/81055/vdc_100025648358.0x00002f ;i il ki 45€a e (2 el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025648358.0x00002f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

@il s it
Qatar National Library

Al aSall daaldld) A al) By ) dndi (3halia B Ads ) Gl o a0
G psinal) sapsl g g 4SS VY e glaad ol 8RN A (i S
(ralaead) aial) (Ayaigh) Aaal) Laddl) (Auaigh) 4y ghal yaa¥) ablug
Juailll g (Alalind) aSall daialild) g al) 3y ) s (3halia A Aoy )
(FMEV) [BY V] "8 B Alall alad)

BRITISH
Advyan

&y s e e Ss it ) 18 G JOR/LIPS/20/61 e all
http://www.qdl.qa/As »=V/archive/81055/vdc_100025648358.0x000030 :is i ki s e i e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100025648358.0x000030?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

Grilhglljhd disa
Qatar National Library

il Sl Al Al 5 el dudh (ghlia (b Als ) Gy "
G psinall Janysl .z 4SS VY e gl ol AN A (i S
i) anall dyaigl) disall Aaddd) (Agaigll 4y ) ghal ysa¥) aluag
Juailll y Alafind) aSall daaldl) 4 all 5y jad) 4nd (3hlia B Uy sl
(VAMEN) [9Y Y] "dlaiy A Alay ) alad)

®

35

A2 Hours 10 ‘mitivtes the river is going east, but immediately turns to south-
eash, Here ‘on the left bank is Umm-nl-Qusair (100 houses of Al Bi Husain
Arabs, Sunnis). On the right bank, np?m,xtn' is Lazedqah (50 honses of Jibar
Arabs). © There is alse a conspi s fort belonging to the Baigs of Misal. Here
the Iulls on the right baok recede from it consderably.

At 2 hours 82 minates the river changes 1ts direction from south to south-
soith-past, and hills begin on the left bank and run along it, Near the first hill,
called Hamiru, o strong smoll of sulphur servades the air. On the right bank
opposite, or a little further up, and 1 mile inland is "Araij (70 houses of Jibir
Arabs).  The hills an the right bank ure now nearly 2 miles inland. On the
right bank, 3 a mile down from whers we are and some distance mland, is Qabr-
al-’Ahd (18 hohses ‘of Jibar). On the left bank, § of a mile below us, is Safij (25
houses of Jibiir), on the hills on that side. An island on the right mde of the
chanel begns between 'Axaij and Safij.

The right burk hills appear to be limestone, the Jeft bank hills at first con-
glomerate, chinging later to hmestona or sandstone.

At 2 hours 48 minutes we reach the lower end of the island.

At 2 hours 57 minites the left bank village of Hawi Arsalin is passed (15
houses of Jibiir) ; it is situated at the water's edge below hills. There are islands
now on both sides of the channel. .

At 3 hours 13 minutes, on the left bank, is Little Hamairah (50 houses of
Jibiir). Here the river turns to south-west.

Ab 8 hours 22 minutes is Great Hamairah (70 houses of Jibiir) on the left
baok, 3 & mile infand ; it belongs to one *Abdul Jalil of Misal. ~The river i stil
going south-west. Here the hills retire from the left bank, leaving an alluvial
streteh.

At 3 hours 31 minutes is the hng.:fplnta, on the right bank, for Hammam
AXi, which is 41 hours by land from Misal. It it at the lower end of a right hank
island and is marked by ‘two dome-shaped hills ; the larger of these, about 100 feet
high, iscalled Tall-as-Subat, To the west by north, at 300 yards, is one Hammim
*Ali village, to the north by west at 500 yords is another; the former consists of
50 houses of Libaib and Al'Bi Hamadi Arabs, the latter of 20 permanent houses
inhabited by miscellaneous Mubammadans and 7 or 8 shops.  Five islands are in
sight, 3 u and 2 down ; and here the channel shifts from the left to the
1ight of the river. The site of Nimrad and the Qirah Chﬂ\ hills are in
line to the south-east. The Miisal-Baghdad road passes throngh Hammim "Ali.
We visited the hiot springs of Hammim "Al, which have a great reputation ;
le come from as far as Zikho in the north, Kirkik and Bulaiminiyah on the
east, and Baghdad in the south to take baths here. There are said to be 10,000
visitors in & season ; the season is from the middle of June to the middle of
tember. Tl course isone of 3 baths per diem, lasting 10 to 30 minutes each,
and continues' for 40 days. The vizitors inhabit mud hute and temporary shelters
(*Arish), paying £T. 1 or 2 as rent for each for the period of the course. The
water in the springs, which are built over, is of a dirty green colour, has a bitus
minous seum Hoating on the surface, and smells stmmglyroi sulphur, ing the
feason & Munigx:'l?ality (Baladiyah) is constituted. Two licensed coffee shops
here bring in £T. 200 & season, and the bitumen yielded by the springsis ool
Jected and fetehea about £T. 20.

At 29 minvtes after leaving Hammim 'Ali, where we have spent  of an
hour, we pass Salihiysh (30 houses of Jibiir) on the right bank.

At sbout 38 minutes, on the g‘fh’t bank, is Jahainah (100 houses of Jibir).
The Jibiir hereabouts are Jibiir-al-Wiwi.

At 53 minutes, on the left bank, partly on the river bank and partly at some
distance behind & hill, is Salimiyah, 60 houses of Turkmins and Jibir Arabs,

At 1 hour 16 minutes we reach the first 'ijﬂ:ﬁw rapid which we have to
paks 0 our way to - did. The river is too high to disclose the nature of

;I;Eznomingit, it gives no trouble, There are again hills close fo ;
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At 1 hour 26 minutes comes, on the loft bank, Niifah (50 houses of Jahaish),
the landing place for the Nimriid site. The left bank is low, shelving and gravel-
ly; on the right bank there are stony hills. There is a raft ferry here.

The chief mound at Nimrid, which we visited, is situsted about 2 miles east-
south-est of Naifah ; there are fine crops of ripe barley all the way thither.
From the mound we see to the west, at ahout 14 miles, the village of Nimriid

(150 houses of Shammattah and Jibir), Camps of Wiwi and Jahoni are visible
to the west scross the Tigris,

In 3 hours we are under way again, and in 25 minutes we pass a rapid known
s "Awiyah Sakbr Munairah,

At 35 minutes a ravine called Widi Jahannam comes down to the river on
the right bank immediately below o small island, similarly named, near the same
bank. Not far from this point, on the left bank, we saw the village of Saiyid
Hamad, consisting of 60 houses of 'Ajl Jibiir und Jahaish, It is near the rives,
but an island called  Hawijat-al-Hisin intervened between it and us,

At 57 minutes we passed a village called Saniidiq, 10 houses of Jibiir, on the
right bank. The name Saniidiq (* Boxes ') is given to a series of square-topped
mounds on the right bank between this point and the Makhlat or confluence of
the Great Zib and Tigris, and thers may be other villages called after them besides
this one. From Hammim 'Ali to Sanadiq there are no hills on the right bank.

At 1 hour 15 minutes another rapid is passed, but at the it high leval
of the river it hardly extends to the left bank. There is anis here dividing the
river into two ; we follow the north-eastern side of it ; the south-western channel
also contains a rapid. Just below this place there ara considerable rock clifis
o the right bank of the river, rising in places to 20 or 30 fest,

At 1 hour 30 minutes, comes the village of Umm-al-"Asifir : T omitted to note
on which side of the river it was. 1t is in two of almost equal size, divided
by a gully, each containing 20 to 25 houses of Wasi Jibir.

At1 hour 37 minutes on the left bank is Jaifah, a village of Jibiz, There are
eome 10 houses near the river, and 100 more are saidtoﬁlusthma mile in-
land. Here the direotion of the river changes from south-east to south-waess,

At 1 hour 48 minutes there are eunl rocks near the right bank making
broken water, There is an island just above this, and from ngmxb here & rocky
oliff runs along the right bank for perhaps a mile.

At 1 hour 55 minutes the river divides round a green island, to the right of
which our raft passes.  On the right bank thers are bold rocky cliffs pnhafa 130
fost in height,

At 2 hours 4 minutes the end of the island is reached : and to the east, at
about: 2 miles distance; we see s mound called Kashaf, which is said to be on the
south side of the Great Zab.

= At t,i? hu'a;n 10 mi;:utus we reach thskhf;:kbht or confluence of the Grest
with the Tigria : there is nothing remasks e about it. Just insid

of thb:n.'?.:b i.s]:an island ; and Tﬂnhﬁf pr to be situated maﬁﬁnmm&h

Inft of that river some 2 or 3 miles up it. (On enquiri about ferries oy

the Great Zib we are told that there is a ferry-boat aﬁ!quwl]i?:gl 2 hours fg:

the Makhlat, and another at Kilik 4 hours above Quwair,) On the Tigris

1 7 " ‘tﬂt
below the Makhlat, there is something & roaching & rapid ; and of !
shis there is a forry with a small boat, s ropid ; and at the tail of

Duwaizit, & place about a mile er on, low and insignificant; olifte
the left banlk ; they seem Whofdiﬂumtkiﬁao!m.mdyg\m
Ab 2 houra 26 minutas there are sunken rocks at the left bank, making troybl.

ed water,
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At 2 hours 37 minutes we teach Duwairit, o vil of 60 houses of Jibir
on the left bank. Opposite to it, on the right bank, is Taldl-ash-8hok, 30 houses
of Jibiir. A small island has its head between these two vi]la"gh:. and on both
sides the banks down stream appear low. The ayerage width of the Tigris stream,
thu{nr,hmheenparh&pemtomyuda; much greater breadths will here-
after be met with.

At 2 hours 55 minutes the river, here about 500 yards broad, again divides |
wo take the left hand channel, Immediately afterwards we see on the left
hand, about § of a mile inland, the village of Hasan Tashqal, 100 houses of Jibir.

At 8 hours 3 minutes, after the island on our right has ended, is Mangibah,
avi of 25 houses of Jibir. Two minutes later clifis again appear within
about a mile of the right bank, and the Qarah Chogh hills show up to the east
by south.

At 3 hours @ minutes we pass the important village of Tall-ash-Sha'ir on
the left bank. It consists of about 200 houses of Jibir Arabe, and there are some
2() shops. The mud houses here, and in this gnrt of the country generally, are
like smail European cottages with gable roafs. There is mno Turkish official
at Tall-ash Sha’ix, only sn Arab Shaikh who is responsible for the m!eb%af afts

ing this way, and who colleotsadue of 1 to 1} Majidis from each. Tall-ash-
gha'ir is a river port from which grain bonght at Shamimalk is shipped. This grain
formerly went to Misal, but now goes to Bughdad ; I presume that it eomes from
the plain of Arbil. It is stated that in an ordmnrty year ahout 1,000 Kiliks, carry-
ing 12,000 tons of grain, leave Tall-ash-Sha'ic for Baghdid; about of the
quantity is said to be wheat and (), barley.

At 3 hours 25 minutes we pass the deserted site of Tammah on the right bank, 4
which here again inclines to be high and bold, On the left bank is the village
of Sultin 'Abdullsh, consisting of 50 to 60 houses of Jibir.

At 8 hours 38 minutes there is an island on cur right with lurge Gharab
(Euphrates poplar) trees.

At 3 hours 55 minutes Zawiyah is left behind on the right hank, it isa settle-
ment of "Ajl Jibir, composed of 50 permanent houses and about 200 tents.

At 4 hours 3 minutes Makik, a village of 100 houses of Jibiir about 2 miles
inland from the left bank, was said to be opposite us ; and at 4 hours 27 minutes
Khabbatah, a village of 50 houses of Jibiiz ovcurs on the left bank.

At 4 hours 53 minutes we reach what we take to be the landing n;]:hce for the
Qaiyarah bitumnen springs and tie ug‘; here are cliffs on the left bank and a low
gravel island near the right bank. The place, howeyer, proves to be the wrong
one, and we go on for 10 minutes more to 5 spot where there is a considersble
encampment of Jibar on the right bank. We thus take 5 bours and 3 minutes
gu{ng:hnuﬁd to Qaiyirah, or (3°8141°26+5°3=) 10 hours in all from Misal to

aiyirah.

Qarvigam.
(1Sth May 1910.)
Before continuing our voyage towards Baghdad we paid a visit to fhe
Qaiyirah bituren springs and oil refinery.

I These lie about 2 miles inland from the place on the right bank where our
raft finally halted. At 20 minutes from the river an oily stream is crossed ; at 30
miuuteamnldanm!nﬂiﬁeﬂmnlmumispnmd;udn%mnum the new oil
works are reached.

The bitumen springs are situated in the Mgil:nir_lg of wmei lgw hills, where they

* Thi bo tosbkeol form an* expanse ol itumen, i lar
hhyw;m?l{h h:;:m i shaped, with un average &mamm:F:h:z i
100 yards. The surface is all bitumen, in places hard, in places viscous, in places soft; I
CHIGEB
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1 and there are oozings, here and there, of sulphurous water, The bitumen ia collect~

ed soft in the open watery spots and ;a.ckad ineking ; what is taken sway durini
the day replaces itself in the night. The crude bitumen sells at the springs for hal
& Beshlik per skin of about 40 1bs., or approximately 8lbs. for a penny.

The oil produced here is distilled from crude bitumen of the consistency of stiff
treacle, Twenty ting of bitumen yield 10 tins of oil, of which 2 are of the first
quality, 2ofthesecond, and 6of the third. The first quality is coloutless, the
socond yellow, the third black ; and the third quality must be refined a second time
befare it is fit for any purpose except anointing camels against mange, but more
bitumen is mixed with me[om redistillation. The fuel used for distillation is
crude bitumen ; and the residue left in the retort is bitumen, and is allowed to
flow away. Some 40 to 50 tine of oil are distilled at Qaiyirah daily. The oil is
sold st the distillery at the following rates :—

Per gallon,
1st quality e < = 73d.
2nd quality - - e bd,
3ed quality . a - 334,

Even the 1st quality oil smells strongly of some impurity ; the odour resemblea
that of benzine.

In the time of "Abdul Hamid Qaivarah belo to the Bultan’s Civil List, for
which it was worked by Ibralim Pisha. A French expert was brought from
Constantinople, and about £T. 5,000 was spent in experiments, probably borings,
but without nereasing the vield of the springs. In 1908 therewere varions com-
petitors for a lease of the gprings, meluding & European firm. The present con-
tractor is said to pay £T. 600 a year to the Turkish Government, but on the data
given above as to output of oil and price this would seem to leave no margin for
profit ; there is therefore probably some sale by him of crude bitumen.

The present plant is primitive and the buildings are of little value. There
were about 200 tins of refined oil in the store at the time of my visit, of which more
than half were of the first quality.

|

i

|

{ Qurviran 1o Kmanpivam,

] (15¢h May 1910.)

l After seeing Qaiyirah we started again down the river.

At 20 minutes we passed 8 vﬂla\ge on the left bank, viz., 'Osajah, 25 honses
of Jahaish Arabs. Here the hills retire from the left bank, but 14 minutes further
on low conglomerate eliffs appear on the right bank, with something similar on the
left bank oppusite.

At 56 minutes Wadi-al-Massil comes in on the right bank and brings some
water to the river; it appears that it does not come from Qaiyariyuh, as

: might be supposed.
| At 49 minutes there is broken water due to rocks.
|

| At b5 minutes the village and mound of Hajj 'Ali are passed ; 1 omitted to M
| record on which side of the river they lay. The village consiste of 25 houses of
A Jibar, 'The mound looks artificial and thers are marks of digging in it ; below it
1 wiag o considerable Arab encampment,

At 1 bour 4 minutes is Tall-ar-Raqiibah on the right bank;; it is a conglomerate
mound about 50 feet Ligh.

At 1 bour 17 minutes is the right bank village of Ma'tiq, 20 houses of
Jibiir, with sn island in front ofit. The bank is comparatively low hereabout. Just [
aiter this cliffs of mud, conglomerate, rock, ete. begn on the left bank; they are
called Chahalah.
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At 2 hours 32 minutes, the cliffs having ended some time before this, we reach
the left bank hamlét of Qun'is, 5 houses of Jibiir. A little below it, on the same
side, is a mound bearing the same name.

At 4 hours 2 minutes rocky bluffs topped with conglomerate begin on the right
M vgdorrfvn oot e i i

At 4 hours 45 minutes, some time after the bluffs have receded from the right
bank, we are opposite the villige of Talil-al-'Aqr on the left bank. Herwnis o ferry
ealled Ma'bar-ash-Shargit, with one bost. There are only 7 houses of Jibir at
this place. The mounds from which'it takes its name sre 22 minutes further on.

At 5 hours 42 minutes we reach Shargat, Just above it a Lhollow called Wadi-
ash-Shababik comes in on the right bank.

SuranrgiT.

At Bharqat we were hospitably received and shown over the excavations by
the German archeological staff. The ancient site of Sharqav is a steep hill on
the west side of the Tigris, which it overhaigs.

" The ruins go back to early Assyrian tumes, viz., about 2000 B. C., but earlier
relics of the bronze and even of the stone age are found under them. A Partiuan
palace snd a poor Parthian town existed on the same site in later times, and there

i are Muhammadan remains dating from about 1200 A. . 8 it possessed one
of the great towers dedicated to superior divinities of which only two others are
known to have existed in Assyria, wviz., those of which the trades remain at
Nimriid and Khorsibid. Theonly possible indications of ancient foreign relations
discovered are, we were informed, some metal articles which may be from Cyprus
and some objects of ivory. With reference to the last it may be noted that
elephants existed on the Khabiir, not very far from here, in eurly simes

The Sharqgit excavations are mnﬁ«l by a Committer connected with the
Berln Museum ; and the fumhmrm ided, m part at least, by the Prussian Gov-
ernment. It 18 not known how long the work will be conunued. Excavation
waork is not congenial to archmologists ; it is therefore carried on here by agents
. who are primarily architects or engificers, and most of the deciphering of inserip-
tions is done in Germany. I gathered that the early British explorers of this
and other sites had been very successful in finding and removing most of ’
she striking articles of interest, and that attention 18 now chiefly concentrated
on disentengling the foundations, and working out the ground plans, of the huild-
ings of different periods. Inseribed bricks, ote., are found which yield some
information. The ruins are so completely fattened out that nothing can be known
1 from them regarding the roofs of the ancient hiouses, ete.

After a three hours’ halt at Shargat we resumed our journey.

At about 27 minutes some low bluffs on the right bank, which have their begin-
ning a little below Bhargat, become high and cliffy ; eventually they attain perhaps
150 feet. They are part of what is called Jabal Mak-Lil,

At 56 minutes we came on two rocks projecting out of the river in mid-channel ;
the water was hreaking over them. They sre called Abu Shirib, The left bank
is pretty high hereabouts, of mud and conglomernte.

At 1 hour 33 minutes the hills retire again from the right bank. Four minutes
later a low verdant strip, known as Shati-al-Jidr, ocours on the left bank.

At 2 hours 3 minutesis i rock near the left bank, called Sakhr-an-Namal. At
present it 18 submerged and invisible, but in summer it stands 5 or 6 feet out of the
water. Steep clay banis have begun on the left, and stony hills are again‘approach-
inig the river on the nght.

At 2 hours 17 minutes was s rook, Farrdj, making Nallzmm near the right
bank, which is here high and broken. There was some talk about rapids, and it [

seemed to be the opinion of our hoatmen | ‘

* Thay now suid thiat thess were coly true tiaatbﬂlY' these of Jahaingh and Sanddig

*Awiyabas or tapids o the rivis. 1.G/% were due to artifivial obstacles m the river;

n at both of these places, they said, cut stones
. aadbnﬂdingwnd:amvis&blewhenthoﬂwislow. Jahsinah is the more
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