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RECONNAISSANCES

N

MESOPOTAMIA, KURDISTAN, NORTH-WEST PERSIA,
AND LURISTAN

FROM APRIL TO OCTOBER 1888.

BY

LIEUTENANT F. R. MAUNSELL,

HOYAL ARTILLERY,
ATTACHE, INTELLIGENCY BRANCH, QUARTER MASTER GENERAL'S DEFARTMENT IN INDIA,

.
IN TWO0 FOLUMES.

VOLUME I:

NARRATIVE REPORT, DESCRIPTION OF LARGER TOWNS
AND ROUTES LEADING FROM THEM.

SIMLA :
FRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT (ENTRAL PRINTING OFFICE
1890,
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PREFACE.
—

Trx series of reconnaissances the detailed reports of which are
given in these two volumes were carried out under the orders of
General Chapman, ©.8.; A.D.0., Quarter Master General in India,
under the direction of Colonel M. 8. Bell, v.c.,, A.n.c, Deputy
Quarter Master General, Intelligence Branch.

The object was to explore various tracts of liitle known
country through which roads lead north from the head of the
Persian Gulf to ihe Waliat of Van and North-West Persia
near Urmia.

To accomplish this, two routes through Turistan from the
Tigris valley were travelled. In Southern Kurdistan the roads
from Kifri to Sulaimaniah, from there to Rawanduz, and Raw-
anduz to Amadiyeh, were gone over in Turkey, and Suj-Bulak to
Karmanshah through Sakiz and Sihna in Persia. The couniry
south of lake Van fto Mosul was fraversed in the routes Amadiyeh \
to Mosul, Mosul to Jazirah, Jazirah fo Bashkala, Bashkala to
Urmia, and Urmia to Suj Bulak through Uslinu. The report has
been compiled in two volumes—the first containing the Narrative
Report, deseription of large towns and routes leading to and from
them, the various tribes, religions, &e.

Volume II gives a detailed deseription of the roufes trav-
elled between {he prineipal points, and is intended chiefly as a
supplement to Volume 1.

The barometer heights have been worked out, and inserted in
the detail of Volume II.

They were taken with an aneroid, -and the heights are rela-
tively correct. Tlicy are measured in feet above sea level at the
Persian Gulf,
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A map has been compiled by me of the country passed through,
showing the detail of the routes, heights of principal points, dis.
tricts occupied by the different tribes, telegraph lines, &e.

The routes were drawn orginally to a scale of 1 mile to
1 inch, and reduced by photography to 8 miles to an inch, on
which scale they were copied on the map sheets.

F. R. MAUNSELL,
Stura, 1589, Lieutenant, R.A,
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FOLUME I.

NARRATIVE REPORT, DESCRIPTION OF LARGER TOWNS AND ROUTES
LEADING FROM THEM.
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DETAIL OF ROUTES. .
—_—

Distanes,

in miles.

Rovre I.—Baghdud to Knemunshah (Stages Baghdad to Khornssnbad) vid Mandali
and Zaron 3 5 4 e 3 S : . s S i

Rovre Il.—Karmanshah to Kut-'l-Amara vid Chardowar, Dehilals, and the Poshi-

FEuh . - - a . . . . . . . . 210
Rovrs TTL—Knrmanshah to Baghdad (Stages Karvind to Sir-i-Ful) = - . 43
Rorre IV.—8ir.i-Ful to Kasr-i-Shirvin vid Zohab . 4 4 - 2 . . 33
Rovre V.—Karmanshab to Mosn! (Stages Kasr.i-8hirin to Kifr) . : . . 69
Rovre VI.—Baghdad to Bulsimaniah (Stages Kifri to Sulsimaniah) . . . 89

Rovte VIL—Sulaimaniah Lo Rawandus rid Dukhan, Rania, and Gormanjol Dagh 125
Rovre VIIL—RBawanduz to Amadiyeh rid Begil and Great Zab Valley . - . 115
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RECONNAISSANCES
N

MESOPOTAMIA, KURDISTAN, NORTH-WEST PERSIA,
AND LURISTAN.

NARRATIVE REPORT, DESCRIPTION OF LARGER TOWNS AND
ROUTES LEADING FROM THEM.

THE PERSIAN GULF,

Leaving Simla on the 24th and Karachi on the 29th March 1888, we mnde
the voyage vp the Gulf in the British India Steam Navigation Compuny’s
steamer Arabia, and arrived at Busta on the Tth Apnl,

The distances in the Crulf following the Britith India Steam Navigation
Company’s steamer’s tracks are—

ilour,
Miles, ok B knots
per haur.

Karachi to Gwadar e 260 a2 v
Karachi to Museat e 08 58}
Karachi to Bundur Abbas = 5 o BED 81t
Gwadur to Museat o | RE0 283
Murcat to Jask o 138 16§
Museat to Bundar Abbas i e 2468 304
Jask to Bundar Abbas wu 180 163 \
Bundar Abbas to Lings e 110 133 \
Linga to Balirain : o 2AB 304
Linga to Bushahr w310 381
Babruin to Bushahe e 7ok O & [ 22
Bushahr to Fao e 140 17%
Foo to Busra e B0 4
Karachi to Bashahr = R 1343
Karachi to Busrn . 1,270 158¢

Tha ports of call for onean stenmers on the Persian canst are Givadar, Jask,
Bunder Abbas, Linga, and Busbahr, and on the Ambinn coast Museat and
Balirain.

Bindar Abbas—DBundar Abbas is an open roadstead partially sheltered
by the enst end of Kishm island and Ormuz and Larak islands to the
south-east and south-west respectively. The anchorage is 2 miles from the
ghore in & to 4 fathoms, A low sandy beach extends for some distance
on either side of the town, and landing is generally easy, except with a
gouth. wind, which gets up s considerable surf, the beach Dbeing open in
that direction, There is a small pier 100 yards long and 40 yards broad, with
& foeb of water at high tide, but the beach round it is uncovered at low tide.

YOL. 1, B
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! Cnrqo has to be landed in lighters, and carried from them to the beach om

men’s backs, The boats vary a good deal in size. The smaller size would 1
i carry about 7 tons, and the larger 20 tons. all
‘ Linga.—Linga is also an open roadstead, vessels having to lie about 1% |
| miles from the shore in & fathoms of water, their position being entirely open ‘“,
|'| to the shemal or north-west wind., Landing is easy ns a rule, :
| [ There are a considerabls number of duygalas and lighters, and some were ?]:
‘ | building on the beach. There is a emall harbonr of stonework about 100 yards i
squate, dry at low tide, with an opening on the north side for beats to enter. (=
| { Bakrain.—Bahrain is an island on the Arabian const. The anchorage is 4 |
milés off the town in 6 fathoms of water, Landing is difficult, the water
91 being very shnllow for some distance from the shore, The channel is buoyed
| f by the British India Steam Navigation Com any, the outer buoy being 18 o
4 miles from the town., The navigation of the chanhel approaching the town is |
fj diffionlt. the!
F'1 Bushakr—Bushahr is the principal seaport of Pursia, but the harbour is by
! 0o means a good one.  The anchorage, calanrl the “ Outer Ronds,” is 6 miles Abd
3 from the town in 4 fathoms, and that of the * Inner Roads * is 24 miles from 1
i the shore. Vessels drawing 13 feet can enter the  Inner Roads.”’ bk
'! Tn April the Persian cruizer Persepolis, manned by German officers, was 1
| in the harbour. H.M.S, Turguoise was unuble to enter the  Lnner Roads** da
1] because of her draughi. '
f o Konait.—Kouait is the only good natural harbous in the Gulf, and is i
| the main outlet for Central Arabian and Najd trafic. The town ison the et
south side of a fine clear bay, 20 miles long, cast and west, by 10 broad, tt
i with water of a suitable depth for anchorage all over (10 fathoms and fe
under), and is good holding ground. The entrance to the bay is to the Thel
' south-cast. ’3';
Mouth of the Shatt-'I-Arab, | :‘;

reaches the outer buoy at the bar. The position of the navigable channel at

the river mouth has altered considerab y of late years, and the charts now |
in use, which refer to former surveys, are misleading. No regular suryeys have

been made for severnl years, and the Turkish authorities objeet to any
being muade now.

]
| H The entrance to the river is botween two banks under water—the Abadan :l
bank on the north-east, and the Abdalluhon the south-west, There used to be
! two channels divided by a sand-bank, and the best channel lay on the west side |
! of the bank. The eastern has now silted up, and the former is now the I
| only navigable one, In addition to this, the Abadan bank has extended
“ g::ltecoms merged witha larger bunk to the east called the Maidon Ali
The Bamishir (Babr-"l-Mishir}, the old mouth of the Karun, is now quite
gilted upat the mouth; and becomes more so every year, It was at one time
! h an alternative channel for native craft to reach Mubammerah without
o

LEFELN saEC

‘ ! The low coast and the fort at Fao are searoely visible whun. the vessel |
|
i
|
f

ascending the Shatt-’l-Arab. Pilots informed me that it was so blocked 1
that native erafts could not ascend it, Long strips of mud banks 'l;g

4 _utholwingtabon water as we passed up stream long before the tide was ab
its lowest, '
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f‘ﬁ:ﬂh Fao Fort.
= The Turks have recently built a fort on the extreme end of the low spit of land
i sbd <alled the Ras-el-Bishah, forming the south-west side of the entrance of the river,
tacl, 1t was begun in May 1886, and has been built under the superintendencs
il g of Kamil Bey, who lived in Busra.
Work has gone on with some intermissions since 1886, and the construe-
[ soma oy tion seems now nearly complete and ready fo receive its armament, [ts cost
I 100 vy when completed was estimated at £107,000 to £150,000, Any approach to
S0l it is most jealously guarded by the Turkish officials and soldiers guartered
beraga s 4 near it. A good view ean, however, be obtained from ing vessels.
e The fort 1s nearly rectangular, and is of the shaps known as a bLlunted
L bageg o redan. The south-eavt or front face of the work is
* beng 1 designed to command the only navigable deep water
b o channel, and the approach of ships from the bar.
4 The left face, that parallel to the river bank, looks out north-east across
bl the river. b
waess by The right face looks oul south-west over the mud flats of the Khor
§ il Abdallah, ‘
e fram The gorge abuts closely on the line of date plantations which fringe the
bank in rear of the work.
oh, ™ ' The south-east face consists of two flanking bastions joined by a curtain
¢ Raad" of masonry.
In the curtain are two emplacements, in which it would seem fwo heavy
1, ol § guns are to be mounted in open casemates fronted by iron shields. There is
i fhe central traverse between the gun emplacements. No shielde have as yet been
10 imad brought into position, and the embrasures are loosely bricked up ; but from
i ol the trace it is certain that some such method of mounting will be employed.
i o tls The two guos to be mounted on this face will probably La not less than 25 to
30 tons each.
This is the face which immediately commands the main channel, and \

would naturally be »d to be the heaviest armed. Two heavy guns would |
be quite sufficient to defend this long narrow channel, which is the only one
the vesl by which ships can approach.

chaznd ~ There are no signs of circular emplicements for barbette mountings in the
lazts 2 corner bastions ; and these are intended as traverses for the right and left faces,
rrepshan or to be filled with casemated barmcks, or ammunition stores, judging from the
ol b up ventilator tops that can be seen appearing abova them.
The escarp wall shows above the glacis crest some 156 feet, and is of
b e strong masonry, faced with white sandstone brought from Kouait. This
Y makes the fort easily visible from the seaward against the dark background of
“‘d”: date plantations.
i % left or river face is not as strong as that just deseribed. The con-
I:-’ﬂ Toolt faces struction is e‘imiE,r, namely, two bastions connected
¥ i by a curtain, The command of the escarp wall is
loe about 4 feet lower than that of the main facs. By this means the south-
! enst bastion acts as a traverse, and defilades it from fire from the sea side.
L In the curtain are thres openings, meant for embrasures, but etill nnfinished, [
e and used as openings to carry building material into the interior of the work. !
f ik s It may be intended to close up these openings, and have the gun firing
Ioked § from disappearing carringes. The north-east bastion is easemated over,
ul!" gont:.inin'g either quarters, or shell and cartridge stores for the guns closs
o y it
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The right or south-west face is similar to that just deseribed. The con-

. - struction 15 the same, and it slso has three ombrg- 1!
‘ I i sures, The armament of these faces would be of i
Wi lighter ealibre than the sea face—probably guns of about 5 tons weight, eapa- bt
il ble of being easily and quickly worked. ol
u" Thus the total armament of the work would therefore be two 25 or 30 ton dl
.ﬂ guns and six of 5 tons each (three on each fuce). i

| | The gorge or rear faee is o simple stone ourtain with a gateway protected Ly
i by a eaponier in the centre. The curtain containe | il

[ g S casemated quarters, and would be unarmed except by

" machine guns. o -
P There isa shallow fw«t. ditch eome ?D yan}s wide mut]ui tbefforll]'.. hIn | -
i 1 3 vont is a small glacis, the interior slope of which is |
fl T ReaT e O s with brick, This bank is built priueipull7y | To
! :"* to protect the foundations of the escarp against high tides. In January 1847, o
| _tt a very high tide, caused by a strong south-enst wind, washed away o good deal I‘
of this bank in front of the main fice. It was then under constraction, and "
bas been since faced with brick. It is 4 foet high and of varying thickness ||
l |l from 04 feet upwards. 1t would protect the foot of the escarp from fire also.
i I ' There is a small group of mud huts outside the gate of the fort; alsoa m
[ | mall creelc and quiy on the river face to facilitate discharging material from the
' the native craft. -
l“ H.M.S. Twrgnoise, our largest vessel at present in the Gulf, and whose i g
heayiest gun is a 64-pr. R.M.L., might get over the bar at spring tide, but fi
[ tarely risks doing so, |
} Ta the sonth.west of the fort lie extensive shallows and mud flats, extend- U
ing in old charts to about 6 miles, and which have probably of late years larga- bl
Iy inereased. i ing
In front of the sen and tiver fnces are deep, soft mud flats, uncovered nt i liee
low water, but with 2 feet of water ut high spring tides, At ordinary tides g
there is a belt of mud exposed, forming a very efficient: protection aguinst boat (o
attack, Any one endeavonring to land would sink to his waist at onee or be
entirely engulfed. o
In front of the gorgeand the svuth-wost face aro small patches of reclaime il
ed lnnd and date plastation bunked out from high tides, but capable of inun- :
’ dation. b
f The gorge might be attacked from the désert, which extends to within ]
"I| half a mile of the entrance immedintely beyond the dite plantations, This
{ H would avéid the mud flats which render the other faces inacesssible. lu
| I . Theé end of the low spit on the east side of the river month duoes not lis ]
II¥ directly opposite the fort. Kushah, n Persian fishing wvillage of some 100
i reed huts, is sitaated on this, and is 2,000 yards to the north-north-east of the
bt | the fart. fw
Iy The bank there is hard sand and easy for landing, The shortast ranges )
o | [ Lroaching batteries could open on the north-eust face of the fort would thus
ba 2,000 yards. ]
The entranee to the channel from the a is marked out by two buoys, the m
} property of the British Indin Steam Navigation Company, who put them
i‘ down and move them when necessary to follow the changes of the channel. wl
| The buoys are 4 miles apnrt; and the course betwsen them for & vessel inward ]
Bl bound would be W. 81° N, Betwaen (he buoys Ties the bar on which at high- by
=l est spring tides there is 184 to 19 feet of water, The rise and fall.of spring
= 4l tides is 9 foet, ; iy
i
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thes d: In April we crossed the bar in a yessel drawing 14 feet, but with only
woul] 12 faeb of water in the channel on a rising tide ; the ship forcing her way
igh ¢ through 2 feet of the soft alluvial mud without injury. Deep lnden vessels
b have constantly to do this. After the annual freshetsmtﬁe pilots have
8 to make boat eurveys on their own account to be able to note the alterations
iy of the channel, From the inner buoy the course to the fort is W. 48° N, for
& 8} miles. The channel ix never more than half a mile wide, and is now the
&{ Pl only navigable one either for ocean steamers or native craft. 'The course from
i titliy the inner buoy is shaped directly towards the south-east face of the fort.
ey Consequently the fort sommands the only navigable channel, and a ship
| must advance from extreme range under its direet fird, IE the buoys were
! fat. 3 removed, the navigation would be very difficult,
’f_'h,’chl The desp water chunnel opposite the north-east face lies nearest the
prtcipdly Turkish bank, ond can be commanded by it; the greatest distance a vessel
tary 1437, could pass from the fort being 1,000 yards,
b gl ] The ohject of the fort is more to keep vessels under o heavy fire as they
o, and asoend the channel commanded by its main face rather than batter them for
the few mintites they would be passing along the river face.
fre alan, The arrival of any of the iron work or racers’ for the mounting of the
4 g guns would be brought to the noties of the Consul, as they would coms with
sl from the armament from Constantinople. At the very least estimate it would take
gix months, when the armament is permitted to arrive, to get the racers, f
i whee wonatings, &e., placed, and the guns and carringes put togother and ready
3 s bt for action,
% nlal Fao Telegraph Station,
atsli The telegraph station at Fuo consists of a large two-storied wooden build-
ing on the right bank containing the transmitting office of the Persian Gulf |
sentd live (under control of the Indian Government) to the Turkish Governtent f
tary fid line o Busta and Baghdad. Steameérs stop here to land muils, and there is a
int bad quarantine station. |
ottt e The station is surrounded by thick date plantations irrigated by small \
canils, and there is a small eloster of huts among the trees known as Fao
{ i village. ;
vof e n the opposite bank is a fishing village of about 200 reed huts called
Mushad. At ébb tide the river water here is fit for drinking, and a little
fo wilie further up it is so at all times.
o T Saveral herds of eattle, flocks of sheep, and buffaloes were ecen on the
banks. Date plantations on the left bauk do not commence until uearly
el e 5 milas above the telegraph station.
ot 10 The plantations extend about 1 mile inland, and form a fringe parallel to
Py the banks; and beyond is an endless streteh of bave sandy desert. There are o

few plantations along the Bahe-'l-Mishir channel also. The telegraph, two
o wires on iron poles, runs parallel to the river, 2 miles from the right bank.
J by At 19 miles above the tclaﬁph stution we passed a low island called

- Fedagh covered with serab and bushes, The nuvigrhle channel lies round the

pr west side, and a cluster of 100 reed huts stands on the laft bank. ;
lﬂ“{h Bayoud strotchod o sandy plain covered with short grass for about 4 mile on R |
o= which the eattle Emzed. n the ight bank were thick date grovesextending |
e 910 Smilesinland. Several small villuges were visible mnong the plantations, l
ot built of low reed huts.

'l:: Makatlah Istand —Thirty-three miles above Fuo telegraph station is a |
i large island ealled Maballah, :
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: The ship channel minkes & bend round the west side of it. The eastern
[ channel cuts off a considerable bend, but is only navigable for small boats and
river steamers.  Hoth banks are thickly grown with date trees, and towards
: the main channel the island is covered wig tall reeds and sedges. The banks
] on both sides are very low and swampy.
} Karnw River—At 6 miles above Mahallah island we passed the Hafar
mouth of the Karun river.
The water of the Karun is much cooler and fresher than that of the Shatt-’ 1
| Arab, not having passed such a long distance through marshes, and conse«
quently much more wholesome for drinking.

Muhammerah.
;1_ Muhammerah was visible sbout two miles up the Karun on the right 1
bank. :

q We could trace the remains of the old forts built by the Persians in 1856
) to resist our troops landing. It is said that the Shah intends fortifying Mu-
) hammerah and the river mouth now that concessions have been given for navi-

ting the river. The Hafar mouth is now the principal outlet, s the Bahr-’]- |
‘ ishir is quite silted up and unwavigable, Above the Hafar are two long |
'I| I swampy-looking islands called Mahasif and Mayahib, growing rice crops, ‘
|

EREFRERR

banked out from the high tides, The steamers take the eastern channel and
stop off Failuh, a village of 800 huts, for curgo from Mubammerah, A
‘J- salute of one gun for the Shaikh of Muhammerah is fived here by the British

BE F=EE EEWT

i India steamers on passing in recogunition of his father’s assistance to one of
! the Company’s steamers some years ago. Shaikh Mizal has a house on the
right bank opposite Failah,

Sulakiah Island.~Ten miles above Failah a narrow island called Salshiah
| is passed, the western channel being the deepest. The date groves on either

bank inerense as we ascand the river, extending 2 to 8 miles inland. Several |

well-built houses stand among the trees on the right bank belongin to
Arab merchants of Busrs, Both banks from above Failah are now 'ﬁuEiih
territory. I|

~HE._

Busra.

The town of Busra oceupies an important place nt the head of the Gulf,
being the port of transhipment from ocean steamers to the river boats and
caravans of the interior.

| .i|l The population of the town itself is 10,000, while round it are several small
| ' '

!

1

mud villages and suburbs hidden among the date groves, making the total

The Persians number nhout 3,000, chiefly shopkeepers and porters; and

population of town and environs amount to about 40,000, .:
there are 1,000 Jews and 400 Christinns of various seots besi

|

I

i i There are n small number only of Turks, mostly officials. The remainder

h[ of the population, with the exception of a few Europeans and Indians, are
%4 sedentary Arabs.

The ‘principal articls of export from Busra are dates, the produce of the

Mool extensive gardens which line the riverabove and below

Loy e town. The value of these exported in 1887

=4 districts, valued in 1857 at £313,000, the average buik being 30,000
T-),: es. Last year horses to the number of 2,500 were exported, thnsg’upns

EZE = §p=_¥5
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Ihuhﬁ some 25 per cent, above the annual average. A prohibition against the
0d toyyyg exportation of Arab lorses from Turkey has been in force many years;
Tl but this does not. practically affect the trade.  The horses bred by nomad and
settled Arabs in the interior are smugeled across the frontier, and shipped
the Bygy from the Persian port of Muliummerah. The yield of wheat last year was
insufficient to render ite exportation profitable ; in fact, wheat to the valus
be Sy of £15,000 was imported, but this year there may be some margin available, !
80d gy, as harvests up-country are fair, |
The imports are chiefly Munchester and Indian eloths and cottons, sugar,
Al gpices, coffes, indigo, and kerosine oil,
The wood of the date tree, the only indigenous tree, is used extensi vely }
the ight for rafters for houses, landing piers, and Eiles to bank out the stream; but for
the bettermost houses in Busra and Baghdad planks and rafters have to be -
£ in 14¢ imported from India.
tiay M. Coal for the river steamers was imported last year from England to the
for e amount of 5,000 tons; and of the B0 steamers entering the port 88 were British.
Babe.']. E;i: alone is sufficient to show the importanee of British trade interests
wo loy : ; '
8 ““PE The date season is the busiest time of year, commencing in the middle of I
el and August, and wnﬁaninf through September and QOctober. The grain export
b | season is in May and June.
1 British The following lines of ocean steamers run to Busra:
o one of The British Indin Steam Navigation Company running weikly with Gulf mails from
% otk Karachi.
L The Bombay and Persian Gulf Steam Navigation Company every fortnight from Bombay.
Siliap There is also a direct line to London owned by a Jewish firm in
0n gils Baghdad. 1In the date season numerous steamers are chartered, and it is
St usual then to ses seven or eight steamers loading at once, |
'm%r. by The various Buropean firms in Busra are— |
Messts. Lynch Brothers (principal local office baing in Baghdad). :
Messrs, Gray, Mackenzie & Co., Agents, British Indin Stesm Navigation Company.
Mexsrs. Darby, Androws & Co., Agents, Persion Gulf Stoam Navigation Company.
o Bt Messrs. Muir, Twaedio & Co. (prineipal local office in Bushahr). |
hﬁnﬂ Mensrs, Hotz & Son, a Duteh firm, with London offives.
Mesars. Asfar et Cie,, Agents for Mennier & Cio., n F_'mn‘h firm.
i The two first firms do by far the largest portion of the trade.
the bl The town is on the n:‘[ght bank of tli: river, and 0i]va distant from it 2 miles,
s t stauds in a large area enclosed by a mud wall with
fis, el Bitoatlonof thetown:  1ovnAl ‘fawera ab intervals iR goody deal of which is |
now thrown down or out of repair. To reach the town from the river, it is
i necessary to ascend a narrow winding creek.
[ The wall encloses an irregular-shaped rectangls and measuring 4,300
by I,-i!lr;‘yﬁ'ds wide, and was built as s protection against attacks from the r
i desert .
:d&,, . The town is in the south-west corner, and the remainder of the enclosure I
i 1 is filled with date gardens.
e There are five gates : on the north-west face near the town is the Bab Robat,
it and on the south-west the Bab Balkrin ; at the south-east corner of the rectangle
gl is the Bab Zobair ; and along the south-east face are the Bab Seraji and t
i Bab Minawi, the latter opening along the river bank,
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The British Residency, English merchants’ honses, Turkish custom-house, o
und the Commodore’s residence are situated elose to the water’s edge. )
On the left bank, nearly opposite the Residency, is the new Turkish hospi- it
tal,a fine two-storied building recently built, with a small landing pier in L
front of it. Near it is Gardilan, a small cluster of mud huts; and beyond,
through a thin fringe of date tpalmu,- is noundless streteh of open desert. Thers be
are ruins of nn old Turkish fort and barracks near Gardilan. Three hundred £l
soldiers are quartered, in the fowan, and the barracks are on the creek at the a
noith-east corner of the place, b
The Wali's residence is half-way up the main ereck, and the custom-house .
and a small Turkish dockyard factory stand at the mouth of it. The factory ﬁ
ie used for repairing the Turkish river steamers, besides which a good deal
of building and repairing native craft is done up the creek. :
The two Turkich gunboats anchored in the river are very poor craft, and
could not be trusted far from their anchorage, in
Otean steamers have to anchor in midstream, where they have suffi- Bl
cient room to swing with the tide, All cargo is discharged into lighters, a W
spocies of clumsy wooden craft similar to those found at other Gulf ports.
They can carry from 15 to 20 tons of cargo. \ ub
The water-supply in Busra isbad. The river water is heavy and nowhole-
soma from the marshes higher up stream. The townspeople seem content to Dy
obtain their water from a creek close by the town., Better water is obtainable il
from wells. by
In former times Busra was an emporium for the commerce belween
Europe, Western Asin, and the Far East.  The low mounds of brick ruins and t
foundations of walls inside the old cirele of the fortifications mark the site of a | B
lnrge city. It declined after the divergence of trade ronte between west and |
east round the Cape instead of by the Gulf and Mesopotamia. The opening i
of the Suez Canal and a direct route thereby to England is gradually reviving ™
its commerce ; also the discovery of markets in England and elsowhore for
dates, its staple produce.
Were it not for the shortsightedness and jealousy of foreigners of the Turks, I
the position of Busta upon a great estuary formed by the united waters of |
two navigable rivers, flowing throngh the richest and most fertile provinces ny
of Asiatic Turkey, marks it ns being especially favourable to commerce. i
In spite of drawbncks, there is no doubt the trade and importance of ]
; Busra is gradually on the increase, 4 |
( i The present Wali, Nafir Pasha, was formerly Commander-in-Chief of L]
I the VIth or Baghdad Army Corps. He is 8 Mushir (Field Marshal) and a |
| rsonal friend of the Sultan, nnd is a well-munnered old gentleman, belonging
to the old fanatical party, distinguished for its hatred of English influence, b

| 'fg-'l" Zobair.

T Zobair isan Arab town of 8,000 to 8,000 inhabitants, 10 miles west of Busra.
In epring, when the Eaphratesis in flood, the country hetween it and Busrais
under water, being part of the marsh which extends from the Euphrates L]
above Korna to the sea, parallel to the Shatt-"l-Arab,

’ L]
=1 Magil. ~
E il Magil isa small village, 4 miles up stream from Busra, on the right bank. 1

I The old house of the British Residency still stands on the right bank. Inthe 0

BRITISH
Avyan
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;u‘m-bm eourtyard is a tablet to the memory of the memlers of Colonel Chesney’s
i expedition in 1856 drowned in the wreck of the Fuphrates. Coalis stored here
e for the Turkish river steamers, and thers is a small repairing shed dock, the
ﬂifl:" 3 latter being of a deep excavation in the mud with a dam at one end,
ot o Strewn about in the mud are picees of a large dredger or digger hoaght
wh T by the Turks on the completion of the Sucz Canal. It is said to have cost
!l_w_éf'i £120,000, was never even put together, and is now lying useless from rust
L and decay. It was mennt for digging and opening up some of the old eanals
Letween the Euphrates and the Tigris.

bat-hons The river is encroaching on the right bank, and threatens to sweep awny
:!M&“d:!’ the old Residency in a few years,

! Routes from Busra,
it To Najd.—The enravan voad to Nujid, and throngh Arabia to Mecea, starts !
" from Busra. 1t traverses sandy desert most of the way with few wells, 1t .
e is called 10 days to Nujd on camels, 10 or 12 hours per diem, and 20 days to
fgbtas, 4 Mecea.
ault g Kouait is 85 miles distant across 4 sandy desert with few wells. Camels
Yoikk take two dayg, and earavans can reach there in three days.

i 1o Shuxtar and Digful—"There is o route throngh Hawaizah to Shustar and
ponlaath Dizful. 1t is two days (68 miles) to Hawaizah, the stage being Jufuir, about

dia - palfaway, where isasmall well, but no village. Water is searce and bud in the

hot weather,

B 1""‘3 The eountry is a bare sandy desert, parched and dry in summer, but Halle
k raibed to floods from November to May. At 31 miles some ruine called Kushk
shesie Busra are passed, and at 37 miles are more ruins called Kushk Hawaizsh.
w1 From Hawaizali to Dizful (80 miles) is over a flat alluvial plain, Fertile, ;
e sy but uninhabited, except by nomad Arab and Lur tribes. Itis watered by
liy ;ﬂnlac saveral eanals from the Karon and Kerkhah, | |
e b
e River Steamers on the Tigris. \

b4 Tk
T There are three English and five Turkish steamers employed in the Tigris '
1 prevs navigation.
& The former belong to the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Com- !
e pany (Messrs. Lynch Brothers), ;

Aecording to the originul firman granted to this Company, only two of these !
Sl steamers are permitted to be employed at the snme time,

] aey The steamers are the Khalifa, Medjidied, and the Blose Lynch.

e _They are all similar in shape and construction, and have been racently

i built of steel, with powerful engines (100 H. P.) and side paddle wheels.

bt The dimensions of the K#alifa are 280 feet in length and 54 feet beam,
The construction is like that of Ameviean river steamers, with wide

) Conabraolibi: :}:ﬂh::ons and a double passenger deck; one over the

deths ! are two steam capstans, one in the bow end another in the stern,

e used for hauling the vessel off when it sund i
i gets aground in the low season,

R - The mdda:igs excoptionnlly long, and powerful steam steering gear is used
%0 as to be able to turn rapidly o vessel of such a shape, the draught being
small compared with the length. Steering can be done also by the paddles,
as ench is worked by a separate st of engines,

i The Bg:amonsl; 6 feot wide, extend all round the vessel, and incrense the deck
k lﬂ* W oon mb it
YOL. 1.
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i., When earrying a full eargo in a hizh river, they draw 4 faet of water, and
1 . can earry 400 tons. Tu the low season they are loaded '
p §, e, aceording to the state of the river at the time, and all
L generally diaw 3" 6" to 8° 8%,
| The ayerage passaze down stream from Baghdad to Busra is 44 hours, and it
i 76 hours from Busm to Baghdad. The longth of time taken varies n good il
- deal in the low senson according to ‘the state of the river, and the steamers o
ki1 bave then to lie up for the night, ns some reaches cantot be navigated in the d
dark. In the flood season they travel duy and night.
! 4 l Six hundred to seven hundred native passengers ean be earried besides the wl
il | cargo, and they wonld nccommoadate o regiment at ench trip. Lighters would the
i be available then to be towed astern,  There are six first cluss eabins and a small
: saloon.
: i They can steam 10 knots an hour, but the average speed against a2} knot
' —_— stream is 0 koots, -
| ’ e The crews of thess vessels are exclusively Chaldean -
: Christians from Talkaif near Mosul. gl
!; The Medjidieh is 4 feet broader than the K#alifa, but draws the same 5
" amount of water, so that she lns the greatest carrying capacity of the three. E:"
! I The Blosse Lynek hus not quite as good cargo capacity, and draws slightly "'.
more water than the others, but she is the best passenger vessel, ‘ o
‘ There is, however, very little comparison to he drawn between any of them,
They ware brought to Busew in pieces from England, and put together in |
f the dock there, ™

Besides steamers, thers are thres larze iron lighters, Lelonging to the
same Company, kept moored off the Residency at
Busra, i -
They wera originally intended to he towed to Baghdad with cargo b W ]
the steamers, but the Company were prohibited from dning this by the Turkis '

Lighters.

nuthorities, They are now used us coal hulks or deplts for cargo requiring e
transhipment, from the ccean to the river steamers, L]
They bave a oapacity of about 130 tons each, and draw the same depth of |
water when loaded as the steamers, ] u
They are fitted with steering gear and a long rudder suitable for navigat- i
ing up the stream, | ”
Since the opening of the Karun river o genetul navigation, Maessrs,
Lynch have employed the Blosse Lynek there, !I &
Shaikh Mizal’s Steamer.—~Shaikh Mizal Khan, Governor of Mubammeral; b
has also a steamer, which he uses now for vavignting the Knrun as fac as Ahwaz. ‘ o)
. She is not used far purposes of trade, but rather as a private yacht for him to
i Y move about in.  She is loopholed for musketry defence, and two bronze guns I
I are placed on board when he |I1mpascs to chastise any unruly subjects up the i
ji &4 river. She was built in England at a cost of £4,500 in 1878, .
] hl She is 112 feet long and 25 feet benm, designed when carrying her full L
P complement of cargo to draw 4 feet of water, but in her present condition draw= |
ing 2 feet 6 inches to 3 feet only. She can carry 200 tons of cargo. i
! The bulwarks are 3 feet 6 inches high, and contain 80 cireular lIoopholes iy
. on ench side. There are two bow gun ports. The Eth inch plating forming ol
b*[ | the bulwark is backed with 3 inch of wood, and would keep out musketry '
i | fire. There is an npper deck extending over the stern portion of the vessel. | l
£l The stern was recently blown up by a powder explosion, and has been rebuilt thiy
= J‘ locally in ths form of u divan or reception room. S experiences no difficulty fun
i In uscending the Karun at any season of the year, L
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I::::?:d The Shatt-1-Arab and the Tigris from Busra to Baghdad.
¢ t:mm:j The Euphrates and Tigris form one tidal channel from Korna to the sea
; ealled the Shatt-"1-Arab.
oy, g Above Busra the banks are low and frquad with date plantations, with some
fis g ol intervals throngh which bare stretches of sandy desert can be seen. A fow
g Ly villages, clusters of mud huts, are seattered among the trees, and large herds
ited i - of cattle, sheep, and water-luffaloes graze along the banks. Large stretches
- of rice is grown between Busta and Korna,
i T'he SBhatt-’1-Arab has an average width of 600 yards and a depth of 21 feet,
E  le with a eurrent of 2§ knots during the flowing and 8 knofs an hour during
Du'-n::iﬁ the ebb tide. Sea-going gunboats can ascend as far us Korpa,
%kt EKorna.
Korna is & hours by steamer (40 miles) alove Busra, and is a place of
§ Clitlden some 700 houses on the right bank of the Tigris on the spit of lund at its !
Junetion with the Euphrates.
¥ the e There are some two-storied brick houses on the bank, surrounded by
the e rardens and date plantations. A kaimmakam and o few zapiyahs are quartered
wr lighly are, and a Turkish enstom-house.
i There is a telegraph office, st which a junction is made between the two
uy ol they lines from Baghdad, the first or original Jine following the Euphrates, and the
together 3 second or new line the Tigris. From Busra to Korna there are two wires ear-
| ried on iron standards,
e o i Several native viver eralt were building and repairing slong the Laolk,
;sﬂ,m‘ The date plantations extend gome 4 milos above Korna, and then entirely
; ceass, North of this nothing but a few solitary elumps of trees are to be [
theapls seen on either bank until Baghdad is reached.
th Tk The Tigris Marshes.—Sovon after Korna, we entered the great marshes of
v : the Tigris and Euphrates which extend noross the whole of the land letween |
s the rivers to the west and as fir as Hawnizah to the east, |
e gl In spring, when the river is in flood, the country is under water with
7 nothing visible but tall repds and pedges. The country in the triangle be-
. twaen Korna, Amar, and the Euphrates end of the El-Flai canal is one large
BN sheot of water then, |
Y _ Another sheeti of water extends parallel to the Shatt-'l-Arab from the 1
] Euphrates ab Suk-es-Shyukh, and enters the sea by an outlet to the north of
dld Buhinn island, and moking Busra into a sorb of idland in the flood
season.
f Al ‘The marshes on the left bank from Korna to Amara and enstward to
tfrbint Hawaizah are formed by the ovkrflow of the Korkhal, the Tib, and Duwarij
g2 5‘; rvivers from the Pusht-i-Kuh, which lose themselves in these marshes,
e One outlot of theee marshes, called the kI Hud Canal, runs into the Tigris
i just above Amara.
o e Another, called the Swuib river, which may be taken as the main outlet of
deidn®: the Kerkhah, flows into the Shatt-"l-Arab, 6 miles below Korna, The marshes H
.5 are navigable for native eraft as far as Hawaizah, but the Beni Lam and ]
1 nghi other Aral tribes make the route unsafe, and it is little used. (
g s A grent masonry dam or bund onee existed near Hawaizal, and eontrolled
t ] the course of the lower Kerkhah, irrigating a very large tract of country ; !
e v this has long been carried away, and this large marsh has since formed. The
et ruins of cities ean be distingnished thronghthe water. The marshes are almost
il dry in the hot weather.
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In Saptember, for a considerablo way above Korna, the Arabs had gathored

Inrge erops of wheat, and the maize was nearly ripe, extending in a fringe
ahout a mile wide along the banks.

Lzra's Tomb.—At 80 miles, 12 hours by steamer above Busra and 8 houte
above Korna, is the tomb of the prophet Ezrm (ealled Uszair by the Arabs),
1t is 4 large group of I:ni!dinm the right bank, with a bandsome dome
eovered with blue and gold gl tiles, with a cluster of date palms ronud it 1

Tt is & place of pilzrimage, and is heid in much veneration by the Bagh- g
dud Jews. Some Jewish families live there to keep it in order. The forca n‘
of tide reaches to this point, but not beyand. E

The Narrows—After passing Ezra’s tomb, the river is 100 to 150 yards it
wide, and the portion for 14 hours abofe it is kuown as “The Narrows.”
| E Most of the water of the river overflows in the marshes her. il
& [

.

TE WL

Although the channel parrows, the navigation here in the low season is
not dilficult, i
_ 5 The river winds a. great: deal here, and alters its course from year to year. Int
‘ } Colonel Chesney’s chart of the river, done by his expedition in “1836, iz not e
i of much use now,
ﬂ'. Maize and millet are grown on the banks here in Beptembor, when the e
! floods have receded. Those crops wers just ripening, and the barley and
t l wheat had been harvested some time, and wers piled in Inrge round stacks, |I wll
Devil's Elbow—Eight miles nhove Ezra’s tomb is & narrow windi ng called wl
the Devil's Elhow (Mahaber by the Arabs). It is the, worst spot in the
navigation of the Narrows, 'lhe river, running with a very stromg eurrent, | In
turns at a right angle, the width being bavely 50 yards, so that fo turn a al
stenmer 230 feet Ling in such a space requires careful navigation.  With one i
paddle going ahead and the other astern, and letting the bow slide over the
i mud, we got through easily.
f In the low season it is usual to try and get through the Narrows in day-
light, hut when the river is high, it can be navigated at any time.
ki’l'a make embankments to keep out the floods would be o large under- "I
taking.
The Shaikh of the Muntafik made an embankment for some distance a
{ few years ago, the result Loing high Doods lower down, which nearly swepb
i away Bustn. This only shows that embankments shonld not be begun,
‘ except in conjunction with o system of eanals higher up, to utilize the |

SSTE

FE

surplus water,

' ‘il A large section of the Montafilk Arabs and some of the Albn Muhammad '
‘ ’1 eultivate the lower delta between the Tigris and Euphrates, They nre usually
. ealled Marsh Arabs, and are lovked down on by the Bedouin portion of the tribps. i
V Figlds are protectad from the foods by smill embankments 8 to 4 high,
i and in August splendid crops of wheat, barley, and maize are gatherad. ‘
!}' ! The Marsh Arabs live in huts made of reeds, the supports for the walls
é! ' being bundles or faseines of reeds, with one end buried in the ground, and
b the other bent aver at the top to form the slo of the roof. The ends are
elosed Ly screens of reed matting, A shaikh’s house is 12 to 15 fost high
and some 20 yards long.  Long, narrow bitumen-covered boats are numerous
on the banks, These tribes do not wander much, and are:mainly sedentary. |
‘ } To protect grain from damp, it is stored in small cirenlsr huts called '

ig s _FEFis2s

=,

“earifas.” They are about S feet diameter and 5 fect high with a flat round:
top, wi th wa'ih_: of wattle, conted with mud outside and in. I
Kasr Saidi.—Two-and-a-balf hours aboye Ezra’s tomb we passed some: |

reed buts ou the right bauk clustered round a mud fort called Kasr Saidi, 50

=
B
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I g fone mﬂa square, with walls some 12 feet high and about § feet thick at the
301 § gy On the right bank was a fringe of dry ground uncovered by the floods, '
the Anly varying in width from 200 yards to § mile. This sffords grazing for large .
By ® berds of eattle, and for growing patohes of wheat and barloy. . 1 !
ammt: On the left bank are fall reeds and sedges, and the marshes unite with
the el the water of the river. A
) The telegraph from Fuo to Baghdad follows the general direetion of the
™ river, nbout 1 mile distant on the right hank. Two small reed villages were :
i passed, exch with a small fort like that ot Kuse Saidi.  These are intended for
§ N‘*: defence sgainst Avab raiding parties,
il Thesa villages are on the right bank, where the ground as a rule is firmer
: and not so linhle to Aoods.
[¥om g At 3 hours above Ezrn’s tomb iz a Inrge square fort on the right Lank
more substantial than that at Kasr Saidi. Walls are of sundried bricks, 10
fr feet thick at the bottom and 3§ feet thick at the top, with an upper eoping
590, along the fop of the parapet of burat bricks.
The fort 15 about 90 yards side, with a gateway of brick opening on the :
when dly river. ]
Tacl 4 In April laree encampments of reed huts line the bank, each with herds of
l’,‘-‘“}‘- eatitle, sheap, and water buffaloes grazing on the short grass,  Channels from 8
iing i to 10 feet wide are eut to driin portions of Lhe marsh,
it 1nlle Mozt cultivation is on' the right lhank, the left bank being swampy.
g el In September this water wus gone, and the Avabs bud moved Further
i fo tiy inland.
Wil e
b : Kala Saleh.
W in - Twenty-Tour miles above Hara’s tomb we passed Kala Saleh, on the left
bank,. s plwe of 500 houses stretching sbout § mile.  There were some |
wgo ml m two-storied brick houses on the river front. Steamers do not stop |
1 A It is n kaimmakamlik of the Busra Walint. Thers is o telegraph office,
ifir s and the line is earried across the river here on poles of sufficient height to carry
e lere. the line over the funnels of stenmers.
e e The houses in Kala Suleh are surrounded with guedens of froit and
date trees, each enclosed by o high mud wall. . The population consists chiefly
Vehues! of people from Nuzarich on the Euphrates. They are of the Subean sech,
e the principal religious observanee of which is luptism, which they say was
el instituted at the Creation, and restored by their prophet Jolin the Baptist,
i ik Their religion contains several Christian rtes and ceremonies, and is interest-
it ing mainly as the instance of the survival of the Christian tradition in Arabia,
T They do not acknowledgs Mubammad at all.
| Several of this sect are to be found in Amara. Their total numbers are said
poni not to excsed 4,000 families,
I ot B The river gradually widens above Kala Saleh. A large helt of wheat and
el rice eultivation extends on either bank, and the banks are thickly dotted with
I it reed but encampments of the Marsh Arabs, and also the black blanket tents
old of the desert nomads now seen for the first time. A large quantity of rice:
nﬂuﬁ‘ isgrown round Kala Salsh.
fu - htt 12 miles above Kala Saleh themarsh end:;t?nd both banks get slightly
igher. Barley, wheat, maize, millet, sesame, rice arve the chief cts
f:ﬁ‘ﬂ of this district,
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i do o
{ Throe miles farther on the wheat and barley erops, 3 to 4 miles wide,
) enmmence again on either bank. Thero are also lurge traets of grss land. At
i 8} miles up stream we passed Abu Saijan, a small grove of tress on the right
bank, with a ziamt. T

i Amara. .

Amara is on the left bank, and is about 135 miles from Busra by the wind- b

' ), ings of theriver (10 hours by steamer], and eontains 1,500 honses with a L
I A small well-supplind bazaae. The population are chiefly sottled Arabs, with

| some Persiaus driven from over the frontier, and Sabeans from Nazarieh on

IR the Eaphrates. The houses are of sundried bricks and mud, with a few good

two-storied ones of burnt brick. Tt is comparatively a modern town, begun i

i 18 years ago round a coaling station for Lyncl's steamers.- The Hut canal, the ™

” northern branch of the Kerkhah river, flows in immediately above the town.

]

!

At the junction of the two rivers is the serai, the quarters of the Muta-

sarif and some 200 regulars.  There is a eustom-house avd telegraph office. It

i is a regular stoppivg place for steamers; there is no pier, and they have to

come alongside the mud bank as best they ean. A small supply of coal
is kept here.

There is a bridge-of-bonts consisting of twenty-three pontoons built with
light wood seantling, covered with bitumen, Each
pontaon is 25 feet longand 10 broad, with a gunwale
of 0 feet when thern is no weight on the bridge. The clenr span betwesn
ench pontoon is 15 feet, and o Inrge iron chain keeps the whole in position.
There is a 20-feet roadway, with wooden transoms and erosspieces, on the
top of which are brushwood Fascines covered with a steatum of hard clay. It
is swung back to allow the steamers to poss, i

Amara is a thriving place, and large quantities of wheat are grown along 1 '

Trade in the Amara Dis. the river above and below it. Up the Hut eanal is |I
trict, aliuvial soil, on which grows fine wheat und barley.
Wheat from the surrounding districts and wool from the Arab tribes are the
chisf exports, ‘

Between Amara and Dizful in Persia there is an important teade in spite
of the efforts of the Turks to prevent it,

Qne handred nod fifty muleteers and four handred mules make two trips
' monthly between Amara and Dizlul, and it forms an outlet for the wheat-growing
f | country about Dizful and Shustar. It was the more direct line previous to

. ! j'[ I the opening of the Knrun river navigation, but probably trade will be divestad

T R,

Boat Rridge.

SXREE 3 Wwasw

B

7

by the steamers on that route.
| Along the left bauk is a line of young date plantations and gardens, IJ
1

gF

| extending 200 to 800 yards from the bank. The gardens grow several kinds
L of fruit and vegetables—almonds, dates, pears, grapes; ligs, pomegrunates,
'3 melons, heans, onions, bamias, badinjans, &e.

f “‘ f l The Sultan has made lutge purchases of Jand in this district, The land
i ]. purchasad was said to be paying taxes fo the amount of £36,000 annually,

but the Sultan purchased the whols outright for £5,000,

At 15 miles above Amara cultivation ceased and the marshes again super-
r (‘lreueli&i With the exception of a stray reed hut, the country was perfectly
eserted.

f " | In April on the right bank, for 10 miles inland, was an immense sheet of
{41 water,

The river at Amara is 250 yards wide, and as we ascend it becomes wi
| ’U and less water loses itself in theinmbu. : wu.der,

5
=
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il v |
i, Ali SBherghi. I
ke vy Tight hours Ly steamer (35 miles) above Amara is Tmam Ali Sherghi,
a small shrine to which numerous sick are brought. 1t is on the left bank
in a small grove of trees.
b Fifta,—Two hours higher up, on the left bank, is Fifla, a place of 50 Arabmud -
b huts, sarrounded by gardens and a few date trees. Extensive mounds, the
iy site of an ancicnt city, could be seen a short way inland.
ey, iy
‘:?ﬁrbq Imam Ali Gherbi.
n*‘\;gt:,d Tmam Ali Gherbi is a place of 300 mud houses on the right bank, 105
t::rnﬁh: miles above Amarn, Tt fsaplace that hassprung up within the last 15 years,
bt towy. and contning some well-built brick houses of oflicials and merchants. There
b Mg isa small post of zaptiynhs and a telegraph office.  Close by is a small shrioe,
ifiee : a favourite place of pilgrimage. A large tract of country round is under
" ;Iu'ml whent and barley crop. Steamers only stop hers when there is any eargo
iy or passengers.
it - The river hers is 300 to 850 yards wide, and the banks slightly increase :
el in height as we ascend.  An hour above Al Gherbiis a difficult reach in the
b low geason, The river is broad, but the channel narrow and makes a sharp
mea. I curye nearly at right angles, letween two stakes which mark out the course.
" . The stenm capstans in the bow and stern of the steamers are very useful for
b getting over such pluces,
L Several burgalas were seen here in the low season unlonding their cargoes
i preparatory to crossing.
. In the beginning of September the channel, which changes from year to
; year, has not yet furmed. The bad resches ave always difficult to navigate,
TORL L the shonl parts merely shifting from one part to another, Good reaches
Tut candi remain 58 § rile ensy to navigate, and do not silt up, The pilot can know
ind Dy, by the almost impereeptibile ripple oo the surfave what depth of water there {
4 are e is, and when it is becoming shoal.
A 1t is easier steering going up than coming down stream, as the vessel \
e inge answers her helm quicker,
Two hours above Al Gherbi is another difficult: reach, where in September =
yom Iy we got aground and took two hours warping off.
by Trom constant pussage of steamers the navigation is improving every year.
ptyina { At Ali Gherbi the viver has mnde a wide eastern bend, and approaches to
dinie within 80 miles of the Pusht-i-Kuh range.
In April there is o fringe of firm ground, 2 t0 8 miles wide, from the
ol gurkes bank, uncovered except by an oceasional high freshet. Beyond this were
R large shests of water, which had deied vp in September,
P “Suss” ot liquoriee plant grows wild along the banks, and is exported
from Busra. The tree jungle and brushwood, which existed 20 years ago along
The b the banks, and from which the stewmers obtained fuel, has now entirel
1 sl disappeared, and nothing remains but oceasional putches of low brushw
] Even this was being rooted up and carried into Baghdad for firewood. _
i Wild pigs are numerous, aud occasionally a lion is met; they wander from :
o e the n river, where they are still in considerable numbers.
. Old Dujuila Canal.—Vifteen miles by river below Kut-’I-Amara, on the
il right bank, could be traced the line of the old Dujaila canal.
It consists of two parallel ridges about 30 feet high and 300 yards apart,
i extending inland some 4 miles, The bed of the old canal is now entirely

filled up by drifting sand,
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These ridges, rising ont of a perfeotly flat plain, would form a good posis
tion for throwing up earfhworks to bar the navigation of the river, i
New Dujaita Capal.—Some 4 milesin n direot ling W. 8. W, below Knt, and [
10 milos by the windings of the river, the Turks in 1886 constructed what s
called the new Dujaila canal, at
It has been mwade with the entranes placed at a sharp Lend of the s
stream, so that the full foree of the eurrent is directed down it, and in flood By
there is danger of the river being divertad and leaving the channel in an
uonavigable condition for stenmers, fu
Through nrgent representations made, its constrnetion was stopped before i
this actuully happened. A trench was dug 20 feet broad at the top und § feet
4t the base for about 2,200 yards, but was not connected with the tiver.
This treneh was meant, to connect the river with the old Drujuila ennnl, and its -
total length was to be 10,000 yurds,  The viver is now prevented by not more
than 20 fest of light soil from entering the trench, and this the current ia #
gradually eating awny ; and it appears certain that, unless measures ate taken
to increase this bartier, the patural uction of the river will soon connest them, i
The same result muy follow from nceident duting the epring flood or from iy
Arab views of locil interest; also while the trench remnins open within a ¥
few yurds of the Tigris, the Tarks enn very guickly, should they think jt o
expedient, cut the communication betweun Bugl‘ljml and Busra by rendering the | 0
river uunavigable. w
Kut-'I-Amara. 4 &
Kut-l-Amara (the fort of the Amara) is 285 miles from Busra by the ,:_!
windings of the rivernnd 220 wiles from Baghdad. 1t is44 honrs by steamer
up stream from Busra, and is on the left bank, containing 1,200 houses buily  * [
of sandried bricks and mud, with a row of better built brick houses, belong. '
ing to merchants ulong the river front, The barracks and residence of the i
Mudir, known as the serui, are in a square brick building at the west end. I |
There is a telegraph oifice, connected by a shont branch line (two wires) with e
the main line, which crosses a loop of ‘the river some 6 miles to the eastward, .
Thers are some 200 soldiers. quartured here, used chiefly for overawing the m
Boni Lam Arabs, who roam and pillaze over the cou ntry between this and the bt
Pusht-i-Kuh. The inhabitants are mostly settled Arabs, and Persian refngees
4 from Lurietan driven across the frontier. These latter are very poor, aud are |
| y lnbourers, muloteers, or amall trnders. |'
| II Lining the banks near the town are 4 fringe of gardens irrigated by I
l water lifts from the river, These grow a great variety of froits—young date "
] trees, oranges, lemong, pears, pomegranates, figs, mulberries; and several sorts limt
Bt 1 of vegetables—melons and pumpkins, beans, onions, hamia, badinjan, &e, | 1
it Beyond the gardens is a wide belt of country on both banks under barlsy wl
f“" and wheat, Kot isa thriving pluece, and is a regular stopping place of the
|+ ' steamers. The surrounding distriot and the country on the gn.nku the El-Hai L]
& i vanal are the best grain-producing districts on the river, ' | v
; Routes from Kut’l-Amara—A earavan route leads in a N,N.E. direction i
* ! ﬂen{duﬂi thrgugh Jessan and Bedrai, and it forms the main outlet of the i
# @ of those districts (ses Route 11, Kermanshak to Kub), staple -
r‘ | of the country are dates, dried fruits, wool, and wheat, Jai pmd\:wh '| il-:
# - .tl:unte nl;:nlm:d by u:{rav;euﬁ&‘]im across the desert to Baghdad, follow-
B ing the gen irection of the Tigris, and evossing the Dialn ri
=1 ‘ boat bridge nar its confluence with the Tigris, s o
" s e e fad 1L a JORIL/IPS/20/144 g sl
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i Oceasional caravans also come in from Shustar and Dizful, by the route
tow Ry along the foot of the Pusht-i-Kub ; but the Beni Lam Arabs make it insecure
eted vl (vee Brdrai Route II&d .

A merehant in Mosul informed me that be did a large trade in sheep and
boud of g, cattle that started from the distriets round Dizful and Shustar in the winter ;
and iy 1y and were driven along the left bank of the Tigris, grazing as they went, and
el iy finally sent through Mosul to Aleppo to Sakanderun, =

Immediately above Kut is a difficult piece of navigation in the low season
e bty full of sandbnuks. Steamers stopping at Kut go alongside a steep bank, and
P and f fyg there is no pier, which in the flood season makes landing diffienlt.
tire, The northern entrance of the El-Hai canal is just opposite Kut. ]

[ The whole distance between Kut and Baghdad in the low season is the
5 W0t i most difficult to navigate on account of the shoals,
p— The river at Kut is 400 yards wide, and from here to Baghdad the banks
195 e are higher, and inundated land disappears. =
et tha The Turks have of late years heen making some efforts to settle and utilizo
lood i fg this fertile country. Defensive posts have been established to protect the settled
pea m'r Arabs from Bedouin raiders, An inerease in the pupu_ht-iuu along the Tigris
wy thakt is also doe to migration from Hillah and the districts on the Buphrates
ad - adjoining it, where the gradual wearing away of an embankment has allowed
e | tho river to leave its proper channel and destroy large tracts of country which
used to b irrigated by it.

These settlements on the Tigris are Maghesil, Jumisa, Azaziah, and

Ctesiphon, standing in the order named above Kut, each having a small
s bk muid fort with a few zaptiyahs to protect them, They are allina fairly thriv-

T: ! ing eondition.
i B Between them are enormous tracts of fertile country on either bank,
ik treeless and uninhabited, except by a few wandering nomads,

e, Baghdadia—At 124 mi]:n above Kut-l-Amara we entered a wide loop
bt o of the river in which are the ruins of a mud fort called Baghdadia. {
b It stands on some low sandy mounds, rising 50 to 100 feet, which fill up |
b s the loop. These would in such o flat country form an excellent defensive
Hh sasterd position, ensily strengthened by earthworks thrown up in the sand. The
g & mounds are visible fora considerable distance, and the steamer takes nearly an
llﬂlﬂ?m hour to go round, keeping the fort in sight all the way.
]
Yoz, i Jumisa,
imiptel s On the right bank, near the north end of the Baghdadia loop, is Jumisa,
— one of the new Government settloments. The surrounding district lias recently
seen besn bought upas the private property of the Sultan.
i, & This i# & place of 800 Eounes of sun-dried bricks and mud, generally built inside
e enclosures of l:i%l;wmud wills, used as kraals to shalter and protect caitla,
Pm,( e Thers are o few young date trees and gurdens behind the village and a
o s small mud fort at the north end of the place 100 yards syuars, with loop-holed

wills 20 feet high, avd eiveular flanking towers at the corners, One hundred
L it # men are usually quartered here.

g d The principal faces of the fort look out on the desert, and the north face
ﬁ'F‘h lc_mh up the reach of the river. It is not intended to bar the passage of the
! river, but rather as o protection against the Arabs.
o Most of the villages we pnssad on the banks have mud enclosures, with
T loophaled walls or towers, into which the inhabitants can retire or plade their
L cattle in case of Arab raids.
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Ctesiphon, f:J
1
At 152 miles above Kut-'l-Amara a long bend of the river near Clesiplion :,,]
is renched. The steamer takes theee honrs to get round it, while I walked
across the nnrrowest part of the chord in an hout.
The well known arch of Ctesiphon, the Tak-i-Kesra or  Throne of Cliros.
roes,” stands in the chord of the lend, overlooking the mounds and erumbled
ruins of Seloncia on the right bank and Ctesiphon on the left. The arch,
said to be the largest masonry one still in exi-tence, is the last relic of the
palace of the Sassanian kings. 1t is o good lindmark visible three hours off, (]
Thers were two fagudes, supporting the areh, but the eastern one full down in it
1856, and the bricks are being removed to Baghdad for building plirposes, bk
The other fagade is considernbly ot of the perpendicular, being undermined [
from the base. Looking at the hare trecless plain extending in every direction 88
one could scarcely imagine that here stood the capital of the Persian n
Empira. 4
There is a large zinmt and place of pilgrimage, the Tmam-i-Salami Pak, it
near the arch on the east side. EN
There is no parmanent settlement of Ctesiphon, except a few ruined huts, S
the remains of a former sttempt ot colonization, Some tents wers here, | el
mostly refugees driven from the districts round Hillab, who will prolinbly Wil
settle here.  ‘The loop of the river and o large portion of the surcounding ™
district grew fine erops of barley and wheat, the former just coming into. | the
earin April,
The ficlds were irrigated by waterifts eallod “ churde” They are similae Ty
to the Indinn well with sloping bullock lift, and were worked by ponies. i
These are numerons along the banks from here to Baghdad, and the prin: ] T
cipal taxation of this distriet 1¢ levied on the number in e, e
The lanks hecome much bigher now, being from 10 to 12 feet high in b
the low season, ! |
Selewcia Forl.—There is 8 small mud fort on the vight. bank standing on | im
ona of the mounds of the ruins of Seleucin, in whiel 50 zaptiyahs are quartered. | Bl
There is a small gunpowder factory in the fort, saltpetie being plentiful in |
’ the vicinity, Opposite the fort is the widest each of the river, abouy 1,000 =
| yuds. L]
- | :

b Diala River.,

_ ;l‘ At 182 miles above Kut-"l-Amara and 19 miles by river below Baghdad ! -
h we passed the mouth of the Diala river which enters on the left bank. | i
" A short way above the junction of the rivers the date lantations and the -
! gardens of Baghdad came in sight. Several small mud vii];ges were passed on ! :

'[ { either bank, and the fringo of cultivation along the banks was nearly conti- :}'
1y nuous. =]
‘l f ﬂ There is & boat bridge of eleven pontoons over the Diala close fo the X

. ] Boat Inidge, junction, The boats are the same deseription of bitumen- b

coated pontoons as at Amuarn, This bridge is on the b
Baghdad-Kut-'l-Amara route. .

! .. In the bend of the stresm below Baghdad are several thickly-wooded o

i h || islands; the banks are lined with date gardens, extending & to § mile from tha | o

et Dank and beyond which is o large extent of cultivated country. Each date :

£ garden is surronnded by o high mud wall, and i irrigated by water lifts, -

= J while several small villages appenr among the gardens on the banks. A sharp 1

;. . bend of the river brings the eity of Bughdad into view, and the city of the il
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Caliphs is still a gorgeous sight with its line of white houses and gardens
¥ il along the river bank, the blue and gold dome of the Mosque of Suk-al-Ahazal
ile | wily and the nnmeraus slender minerats that pierce the shy,
It is 190 miles by river from Kut~l-Amara and 505 from Busra,
:;ﬂf {19 Qur journey up stream in April took 70 Lours, not including stoppages.
Enmbl
The sy The Tigris above Baghdad.
:Ilh" o The upper waters of the Tigris are divided into two branches—the eastern
| Il i and western, The western branch, retaining the original name, has its source
Rl dowy in lake Guldjik, 88 miles N.-N.W. of Diarbekr, The watershed between the
§ poepose Inke und the eastern branch of the Euphrates is only & slight ridge, 18 miles
Heetmine] from Arghana Maden. The general direction of the course of the stream is
) '1"“'"""_“ 8.8.E. to Diarbekr, during which it receives numerous tributaries from fhe
e P ranges Lo bhe east. At Diarbekr, the river hasaccamulated a considerable body
Lo of water, and is 150 to 200 yards wide in November ; while in the flood season
il P it tises 8 foet, and isabout 400 yards wide, Below Diarbekr the viver contuins
14 several islands, and runs in a wide bed through a fertile valley about 1 mile wide.
ruined s Soon affer passing through this level fract it becomes narrower and deeper,
+ e ey enclosed between steep banks, and near the Mardin Gata is only about 100 yands
ill grobly wide and is erossed by a fine bridge of ten arches, From Dinrbekr the coursd is
sartnlie nearly due east, and it reveives several large tributaries on the left bank from
Gl the ranges to the north,
The principul of these is the Hazra-Su, which comes from the Siluan and
¥ i nlle Tirgil districts. The Chaklatis-Su, a large tributary from the direction of
Iy o Miafarakin, The Batman-Su, sometimes ealled the eastern branch of the
nd the ps Tigris, rising in the mountaing 30 miiles south-west of Mush, and having a
course nearly due south from thers. Ouly a few tributaries enter from on
fost bighin the right bank.
Lia-tern Braneh —The eastern branch is made up of numerous streams, the |
sandiiy 1 rincipal of which is the Bolitan-Su, which rises in the Arbi Dagh, S.W. of {
¢ qutend ashkala, o lofty rnge which divides it from the Zab valley, |
pleatila ! Its course is nearly due west throngh Nurduz and Shattak and throngh the |
abogt L mountainous district to the south of lake Van to Sairdt, and on its Wiy receivis

eome large tributaries from the direction of Meuks and the snowy ranges in
the vicinity.
A short distance below Sairdt itis joined by the Bitlis-Su, a large stream
J rising north of Bitlis, and on the right bank by numerous tributaries from the
o Bughd Khandosh Dagh and the Modikan distriet; the Bohtun-Su, after passing
ik through a deep rocky valley, joins the Tigris neer Til,

wsd 8 The Tigris to Jazirah-ibn-Omar flows in a norrow bed, abont 400 yards

m]\l’!’ in width, bordered by steep rugged hills. The width of the actunl chunnel

ey in Jaouary is 200 yards wide, but it covers the whole bed in floods, when the
h rise is 5 to @ feet. " From Til to Jazirah the course is nearly south-east, On

o 2 the right bank are only a few small tributaries, hut on l.!i: left are several

o i large streams, rising in the snow-covered ranges to the east,

winil The principal of these is the Rohsur-Su, rising in the Hulukur Dagh, 30

I miles N.N.E. of Shernukh and flowing into the Tigris throdgh a gorge at

kol the western end of the Dergulel valley.

e sl After passing Jazirah the river finally leaves its rocky eourse and emerges

(L] into the plain, spreading over o broad gravelly bed.

it B At Jaziralis a bridge-of-boats, nnd the width of the stream was 140 yards

i _qi; wide and 10 to 16 feet decp in July. Tie total width iled 4t the flood season.

oy o D 2

BRITISH
Avyan
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15 from 400 to 600 yards; it rses then 8 feet above its July level. The current i
i from 4 to O miles an hour. il
Below Jazirah to its junction with the Euphrates, the Tigris receives no ot
tributaries of any size from the desert country on the right bhank. ne
Khabur Biver.—About 23 miles by river south-east of Jazirah, the Tigris in
receives the Khiabar, a large tributary rising in the southérn slope of the Aka-
mk Dagh, asnowy range 20 miles wast of Julamerk. It Hows through a i
very wild mountainous country in the Berwari district, and emerges from iy
the mountains 25 miles east of Zakho, ]
Below Zakho the Khabur to hea tain torrent, and is navigabls 4
in high water for rafts from there to the Tigris. Eight miles west of Zakho it #
receives on the right Lank the Hazil, a large mountain stream coming from
the Judi Dagh, A
Below its junetion with the Khabur the Tigris is 150 to 200 yards wide i
flowing in a deep channel over n gravelly bed. The current about $ miles an o
hour.  There was u ferry at Feishkbabur, but it has been removed by the i
Governmont.
From Feishkhabur to Mosul the course is mearly sonth-east; the river sft
making a wide Lend round the Batma Dagh, a low desert ridge about 20 miles o0
above Mosul. L]
At Mosul a bridge-of-honts spans the deep channel, and a masonry bridge
that portion of the bed which is covered in the flood scason. In June the wn
channel at Mosul at the bridge is 170 yards wide. The total width covered i
in flood was 850 yards. 1
I There is 10 o 15 feot of water at the bridge at Mosul, with a current from
4 to b miles an hour, ite
Zikrui-Awaz Bund.—Below Mosul the river runs in a deep channel over |
i a wide gravelly bed, with a cureent not more than 8 miles au hour in Hoods; e
! and in summer searcely 1 milean hour. Af about 28 milss by river, and 20 L
miles in a direct line 8.S.E. of Mosul, is the celsbrated masonry bund ealled
the Zikr-ul-Awaz Bund. ul
It is drawn across from bank to bank, and is about 18 inches high. The fie
banks are the usnal flat sandy plains, and not move than & or 6 feet high at L]
the lowest senson, so that there would be no diffieulty in making a eanal to s
! turn the obstacle or blowing up a passage in it with dynamite, !
'l Zikr=Tsmail Bund.—Seven miles lower down is the vemains of another ke
similar dam, now almost obliterated by the force of the current, ealled the Zike
I 2 Ismail. Numerous sulphurous and naptha springs at varions points along the
| | banks, The sulphur baths of Hammam Ali ate a few miles inland on the
I ¢ right bank near the buad. ;

1 ‘in
1R Great Zab River. |
l»- y About 12} miles below the Zikr-ul-Awaz bund, the Great Zab 3oins the i
b iI '! Tigris on the left bank., This is one of the largest tributaries, mdm:i,su in
e & the low hilly ranges of the frontier district of Albak, and flows south-south-

west through the Bash Kala plain,
| . At Karmi ibeis joined by a large branch, the Nibaila Gavvari, which rises L
; H | in Nutecha, flows through the plain of Gavvar, and north-west the foot u

o[ of the lofty snow-covered ranges of Tura Bemarghil and Tura Dao:f i
ofl| Below Karmi the Zab enters the group of snow-covered mountains inhabited the
= l by the Nestorian Churistians, flowing in a deep narrow valley, along a tortuous nl
F¥i rocky course, The river here is a wild mountain torrent, rushing between gl
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Thomg steap gorges and over enormous rocky ledges, and quite unnavigable. Thirty
I ttging miles south-west of Julamerk it recsives on the right bank the Berdnzawi
b from the south-castern slope of the Arabi Dagh ; the Khabur and Bohtan-Su, all
b, i T rising in the same group of lofty mountains. Numerous small tributaries flow
io {hy o in from the districts of Ashitha, Baz, Tkoma, and Salabacea, =t
08 bl iy South of Amadiyeh the Zab makes o sharp turn south-esst, emerging nfo
g '?' a small valley nenr Latks, where it veceives the Ghara stream from the Amadiyeh
B i direction ; and farther on, the Ashkofa river, a large monntain stream rising in
ik the south-west slopes of Tura Bermarghil. The general conrse south-east of
Ioiﬁ$ Amadiyeh is through a very narow vallay with stewp sides, in places only
i !W: about 41 yards hrmu]‘!. e Ry v P "
5 It opens out in the Bila Keupri valley, but soon after reentors a series
" of imgmp:mbla rocky gorges. On the loft bank it is joined by the Rawanduz
’,"‘"k_ i river; a large mountainstream formed of several others meeting near Rawanduz,
:{fm':r"" and rising in the Kandil Dagh and Shaikh Iva Dagh on the Persian
¥ G frontier.
: About 10 miles west of the junotion it emerges from the Berdin gorge, and
i the sive after that until it joins the Tigrisis a broud stream over a wide gravelly bed,
1t 20 il containing a large Lody of water., It is proverbiul umong caravans for its
6 deep and treacherous nature and difficalty of rrtnssiug it. b - .
nry brilge About 12 miles below Kandil it receives the Akra, o tributary from the
ety north-west, und on the opposite bank the Bastorah Chai from the Herir
it corel district to the south-east.  Below Kalak it receives a large tributary, the
: G hnzar-Su, from the Bahdinan distriet. T : : .
urrent i From the Berdin gorge, the courss of the Zab is nearly south-west, an
i it enters the Tigris by two ill‘nnr.llc}—nne dry in ﬁhe low }mnsoin. £
Tuanee] pur Pie Tioris below the conflence of the Great Zah.—About 12 miles below
r 10 Ml the conliuence of the Ul.'ﬁnf..{gab and 52 below Mosul there is a ford, opposite
ey, the Ziwat, Sultan Abdollak, Camels can ford here in October.
i el The river now is broad with @ very gentle current, with low flat banks,
and the degert extends on either side us far as tho eye can reach. The thick A
high Ta farest mentioned by Chesney has now entirely dissppeared, and nothing |
ot bgh & vemaing but a few low oaks and acacia shrals.  Several hot springs and bitu-
o cndl minous fountains ave on the right bank. Some lnrﬁn stma:;n enter the ri\rs;
on the vight bankin the rainy season, but nre dry d uring the greater part o
of milke the s
Tlsd e T mﬁ miles below Mosul is Muishar, with some rapids.
i liag At 61 milesisa great eonfusion of islands and passages,
il e Between 75 and 79 miles are several cddies and rapids.

Some 30 miles below Kaln Shergat and 80 below Mosul the river passes
through the low Hamrin ridge, that rises about 150 feet above the plain.
Ths navigation is difficult, the current being rapid in places, and rocks, scarcely
seen above the water, have to be avoided.

:jm
i Lesser Zab River.
kst On the loft bank, 90 miles below Mosul, is o tributary called the

Lesser Zab. It rises in the Lahijan district, in north-west Persia, on the |

'hg'; eastern slopes of the Kandil D:Eh, and flows at first 5.8, 1. in Persian soil,
ﬁ until in latitude 36° it makes a sharp bend nearly north-west, passing through
P! the frontier ridges by o series of gw , and flows into Turkish soil at the
§ valley of Pishder. lfmm there it flows through Marga plain, where on the
ot right bank it receives u considerable affluent, the Kbudran river, from the
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;. ! Balak distriet ; and on the 1eft bank the Karachoran from the Kurkur Dagh
4 ] and Azmir Dagh (Route VI1). ! Tr
ﬂl H From Marga it pusses through several narrow valleys, takine a conrse W
i W.S.W. to Altun Keupri, where it receives a tributary from the divection of bo
il Koi Sandjak, and thence across the desert to the Tigris,
i On the Tigris, a little way below the junction, are some emall rapids called m
l Kelab., The river now bends eastward of south befween Tel Truliyuh on the 1
| ; P east and Kala Jebour on the west, preserving its width, and forming several il
by islapds.
‘ } There are several sulphur and naphtha springs on the 1oft bank. i
b The plain cu either bank is perfectly level, and from Tikrit to Baghdad the I
stream is wida without any obstructions, and the current slow. There are the
1 | remains of numerous canals on either bank, -.'Ii
)
| ? Adhim River.
| ' After a coursa 15 miles eastward from the old Dajila eanal the river L
makes a deep double bend, and st the enstern ex tremily it receives the river it
, Adhim, a large tributary on the left bank. The main trunk of the Adhim .
t | rises in the N.W. portion of the Ka radagh and receives other tri butaries, the =
Y Tauk-8u and the Ak-Su, from the 8,E. tnd of the same range.
4 The eourse of the Adhim continnes south throngh the Hamrin hills, ab W
A the foot of which are the remains of a vremarkahle bund. 1In the dry sedson P
1 there is very little, if any, water in the lower portion of the river, =
I = . 1
Diala River, e
The Diala river enters tha Tigris 10 miles belaw Baghdad, lnt rises
| in Porsia, whete for the upper part of jts course it is known as the Ab.i. mn
] Sirwan. It rises on the north side of the Kuh-i-SBungar, 40 miles west of ]
Hamadan, and first flows neurly due west, by Sihng ; then it winds through
the Shaln and Avroman hills, from whenee iy reerives several tribg taties,—an i
the right bank the Khanjirn and on the left the Zumkan Rud from Grihren |
and Rowansir, _1te course to the Tigris is south-west from hore. Ngur o
Khanikin it receives a large tributary, the Alwand, from the Bend-i-Nug Kuh.
tar
‘ ! - General Remarks on the Tigris Navigation,
1@ navigation of the Tigris for lapas rafts ¢ iarhe i ]
b r b ¥ i b ae ¥ commences af [h:‘r],ckr, and is . »
| !’ll :::t;l:::i to Baghdad, below which native sailing craft and river steamers | b
4 Rafts never ascend the river. Tha wood, being valuabile, ¢} . : !
| " :_md sold, and the owners return overland. i Rufr; e :l’J :;ri;(:';i ::.: E"'Olrm "f'iP ! :;L
[ e Ti the use they are intended for, and viry from S0 to 300 skins gt it
A They are made of two layers crosswise of free trupks neually the
K : o ; 5 ¥ thin poplars, b
i " i;':nltnh.h to 30 feet long, resting on rows of inflated shecpskins, secured nﬁdur- 1 o
A raft of 150 skins mensures 28 by 16 feot, and is
! wickerwork and a layer of bigumen on top. When ftn:?li?u“t:' c::sleu ﬂ;?red by ;.l::
I " a an'}.nll tent is rigged up. avel in this way, <
1 'he cars are straight poles, some 20 fest Jong - i
-1 (t nbopt 3 feet, are tied crosswise thick pieoes of mfés‘f“md ﬂit::ng e oater md],,:ar Tie
= i 18 inches broad. They are used chiefl y for steering, t.bng;aa;c t:fng‘li : m‘;.: m‘fjr
i ll being the same as the current down which it drifts, P - ‘T
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Tk
g The time taken by travelling by raft varies according to the time of year.
O & gy From Dintbeke to Mosul the descent ean be made in 44 days in the flood
ittt sansin, the total distance of 270 miles being aceomplisbed in 90 travelling
hours—that is, at the rate of $ miles an hour,
Tfils gy From Jazirah to Mosul is 36 honrs by raft in June, when the water is got-
il ity ting low. There ure no mpids or any obstruction, and navigation is easy, the
ling gy river flowing in a deep chaunel over shingle snd gravel banks, which do not
alter theie position as easily as the sand and mud banks lower down,

From Mosul to Baghdad tukes from 3 to 4 days in the flood senson tind
haehlad 12 to 14 in the low season, when they ave anly able to navigate by day, and
eme i have to lie up for the night.

u Tl chief diffienlties of this seetion are the paseage of the bund of Zikr-
ul-Awnz below Nimrudand the shullow rapidsin passing through the Hamrin
ridge. From Tikrit to Baghdad the navigation is ensy.

Rafts ut present manage to slide over the bund, o drop of about 18 inches,
1 the iy with a good deal of twisting and bresking of the skins, The Euphrates

the rive stenmer, belonging to Colonel Clissney’s expediting, ascended as far as the
the Adhin bund, 20 miles from Mosul, but did not cross it, Messis. Lynch say they
taries, the could easily run their steamers to Mosul were the hund removed, and having
renched Mosul, there is no difficulty in reaching Jazivah,
v il ¢ The Turkstalk about forming a company to nuvigate the Tigris as far as
dry seamn B;osu],nml the Euphrates as favas Maskeneh ; but very little seems to come
1 of it.
About the 16th of October, sooner or later sceording to the season, the
Rise and fall of the raios cause the first yise in the river, and the navigation
Tiver. improves.
LIt In January the frost and snow in the mountaing checks the rise; and the
¥ thy Abs permanent tise does not begin till March, when the high floods commence.
s vid 1n the middleof Tuly the low sesson commences, aud lasts for four months,
s thnest The curvent in the low season is very slight, aud in flood the swiftest is {
s about 4 miles an hour, \
o G Sudden freshets are oceasionally met while the river is rising, eoming
. down with great violence, but not continning long. :
R Below Baghdad the constaut passage of the stenmers has improved the

nl\ﬂ';gntinn a good deal,
n April the river rose 3 feet in a single night at Baghdad.
As regards the tributaries of the Tigris, the Bohtan-Su, the principal
Lekp, i Nuigation of tributa-  eastern branch, is not nuvigable at all.
rien of the Tigris,

Fre The Khabur is navigable for large mfts from Zakho to its junction with
Rindel the Tigris from November to aliont the 15th of June, a distance of some 25
e miles, In the hills to the nortls of Zakho ave coal mines, from which the
% Tarks supplied the fuel for their Tigris steamers, and which was brought
e from Zakho to Baghdad b{ raft. This has now been diseontinued through
vwlidd some mismanagggent, as the mines are still perfectly workahle.

The Greater Zat would be navigable from the Berdin to its junetion with
ik the Tigris, a distance of about 60 miles. 1t is a deep slufgiah river at this
g portion of its course, and probably, if explored, eould be navigated by
sl steamers.

¥ . The Lester Zaii is navigated by timber rafts from {he Marga plain to the
st Tigris ; but it is doubtful whether steamers could ascend it, except perhaps
inghs# in the flood season.
o the st The Diala is navigated by the Tigris sailing craft as far as Bakuba, aboug
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B0 miles above its junotion with the Tigris ; and there is no doubt steamers
conld also aseend to this point. Above this the river is shallow, running
over a wide gravelly bed, and unnavigable.

The Skatt-el-Hai is a canal or branch of the river leaving the Tigris at
Kut-l-Amara, and flowing south until it joine the Enphrates near Suk-es.
Shyukh. It s navigable from February to June, and is used then by native
eraft to ex the corn grown in the rich district through which it pasees,

These boats average 80 tons burthen, and draw 5 feeb of wnter. At
other seasons of the year it is unnavigable, and from July to November its
bed is in many places dry.

The Mosul, & large Turkish steamer, took troops up the Shatt-el-Hai
in 1886-87 about half way to the Enphrates, but did not proceed further, not
becanse of the shallowness of the water, but because of the narrowness ‘

-

——

L& -

of the river, in which it was impossille to turn the vessel,

The ooly other means of inter. iention 1 the Euphrates and
Tigris by wateris the marsh which covers about 80 miles of the southern end
of Mesopotamin between the rivers, The ancient canuls ting the two ||
vivers, of which there were several, are now partially or entirely filled up with
drifting sand,

The large marshes on the left bank of the Tigris formed by the lower -
waters of the Kerkhah river are navigable in the flood season as far as ‘
Hawaizah ; but the route is unsafe because of Arab raids, and seldom used.

The Saklawiyeh or Isa canal, which joins the Buplrates and Tigris near
Baghdad, is navigable in the flood season for steamers,

Midhat Pasha’s steamer went through this canal and np the Euphrates as
faras Maskeneh in 1878.—(See “ Report on Foyage, Saklawigeh to Maskench™ s
Foreign Office, 1873.)

Tﬁa Euphrates i quite navigable in the flood season, but in low water the
stream is much ohstructed by rocks and the remains of masonry bunds, which
would take some trouble to remove.

Messrs. Liynch do not think this river navigable in its present skite for
their vessels, but that it would be feasible to improve it.

The eraft on the Tigris below Baghdad are sailing vessels of 80 tons burthen,
drawing about b feet when fully loaded. In the low season they have to
less, They have one large lateen sail and a clumsy rudder of great lo
with a high poop, and in adverse winds they pole themselves along the

They would be very useful in the construction of a boat bridge. In the low .

\1

Ea=25EF

3.
=

| season, in theshallow reaches, they unload their cargo, linul the vessel over the
g obsrruction, and load up again, ,
LE Were snitable embaokments made and the river prevented from wanilering
& at will over the marshes at the flood season, the navigation would be greatly
byt , improved. Even one foot more depth would muke a great difference, and the
0 f riverbed would be gradually raised, so that it could ba used for irrigation,
A A kuffak or gooffa is the circular nsed on the middls Tigris, made of pome-
. ranate branches woven together with rope, and plastered onsthe outside with
< IRy bitumen. The construction is very simpls, and they ave of various sizes, hold-
] | ing as many as twenty men. Horses, sheep, and cattle are often crossed in
- them, or moved from place to place down stream, and all the country horses
bl are accustomed to enter them. One or two paddles are used to propel them |
Bl along. Kuffahsare found principally on the river from Baghdad to Amars,
= Bukuba,

FEFrESFE B Er ag TPFE_FE _FEjE.

and on the Diala at

l Below Amara the Marsh Arabs use a long narrow boat called a « belum, *
propelled by a’paddle and one long car. iyl _—
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fhe i 2 BAGHDAD.
vy Sk, The population of Baghdad, in round numbers, may be taken as 100,000
1t by iy of which nine-tenths are Musalmans of both the Sunni and Shia sscts.
1 gy There are 2,000 Jewish families and 800 families of Christians of varions
[ v, o sects, as follows :—500 Papal Chaldean families, 200 families of Jacobite Chris-
Noviphy ; tinng, and 50 to 100 familiesof Armenians. The town is built on both banks
of the river. The largest portion, containing the principal buildings, bazars.
Shatil &e., being on the left bank,
firthee, 4 The bozars are arched over with brick to keep off the sun, and each trade
+ DAy has a separate section set off foritself. The shops well supplied with all kinds of
articles—Manchester cotton goods and English stores. The bazars and sights
uphntes of Baghdad city have been frequently deseribed. Messrs. Lynch Bros. and
sotithiry i Messrs. Darhy, Andrews & Co. are the largest merchants of the place. Members
o2 (e in of these firms travel to Mosul or Busra, but never into Kurdistan or Luristan.
Hed g v All their trade with Sulsimaniah and such places is done by native agents,
There is i tramway to the Shrine of Kathimein on the left bank of the
v the lom river, running about four miles along the bank.
il A plan of the town was made by Captain Jones in 1858, and since then
Ll the old fortifications have been thrown down. Some rtions, however, still
s remain. At the south-west corner on the river bank, the Tabiyel, D:ﬁiyeh,
s it nad the wall up to the Bab-i-Shekki still remhins intact, and are used as
Btk Zaptiyah Barrack. )
. JIE b’ The Tabiyeh, Al Joneh, Al Zowiyh, and Makam-es-Shaikh have heen
- completely removed, and the bricks even to the foundations carvied awny.
wied The ditch still remains, and is dry for the most part, with a few stagnant pools,
"b: Y ’. The covered way and glacis are a line of mounds of earth, giving a
e command of 10to 15 feet over the level of the desert to their front. With a |
b few alterations this could be made into an earth rampart and entrenchment. \
il The Tabiyeh Al Halweh is in a semi-ruined condition, but the mound near it |
L) gives a considerabls command, .
15:‘:': The tower at the Bab-el-Telism still remains standing, the gateway is
U '

closed up, and converted into n wagazine, on which is a small guard of Zapti-
@E yahs. The Tabiyeh-el-Titeran is thrown down.
gt The Bab-el-Wastani has its tower still remaining, and the road runs
L Juhe through the old gate, although the walls on either side bave been entively
asel mrs demolished, There is a customs post here,

The Tabiyeh Al Fetba and Tabiyeh Al Chaouk have been removed, and the
i witleg rampart levelled.
M s _There is a small magazine 300 yards behind the Tubiyeh Al Chaouk. The
puang il Tabiyeb-es-Sabunchiyeh is thrown down, The Bab-el-Mondhem and the
migiia citadel ars still dandmi, but the walls are much out of repair, and are falling
mds o intodecay. North of the citadel, on the river bank, is the Nejibiyeh Palace, a
otk ¥l fine-looking house; the residence of the Wali. On the glacis are several brick
b fields, and the clay is suitable for maki::ﬂl‘gmd bricks and tiles. The portion of |

inhabite

fop ol the town on the right bank is mostly d by settled Arabs and Shiahs. {
gy b Therearetwo telegraph lines from Baghdad to Fao. One, the original line,
e - of two wires, running to Hillah and Diwaniyel on the
™ elegraph, Euphrates, and from Diwaniyeh a single wire through
Samawa, Shaikh-ash-Shayukh to Korna. The newer line, a single wire, runs
e’ also to Korna, but follows the left bank of the Tigris, through Azagiah,
VOL. 1, B
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Kut-’l-Amara and Amara.  From Korna they both run through Busea to Fao, ]
whera they join the Persian Gulf line. 1 it
From Haghdad to Mosul the line follows the post rond through Kifri, |
Kirkukand Altun Keupri, and isa line of two wireson iron poles. From Mosui Is
to Diarbekr is o line of two wires on wood poles following the bank of the | [
Tigris to Juzirnh-ibn-Omar, and across the Tor Abdin range to Diarbekr, A
From Diarbekr to Constantinople there are three wires on wooden poles. |
From Baghdud fo Kermunshok end Tehran is the Persian line followi | |
the main trade route throngh Bakuba, Khanikin, Tak-i-Girra Pass and Karin Yl
There are two wires on wood poles.  The office in Baghdad oceupies a tumble op
down building, and it is in a very bad state; the instruments are badly ; kit
and of inferior workmansghip. 3 4
The bridge-of-boats consists of 27 pontoons, made of light wooden plank- et
ing, thickly conted with Litumen on the outside. They M
Bridgo-af-Boats. are 10 feet broad and 25 fret long, with a 6 feet gun. e
wale, to allow Kuaffahs and small boats to pass underneath. | g
The pontoons are secured to a strong iron chain passed across the river, ')
In high floods, it has to be swung back ; the appronches to the bridge on either Tuss
bank are through very narrow intricate streets. The current at the bridge in iisa
April wasabout four miles an hotr ; the breadth of the stream being 320 yards, Th
and in flood time 30 to 36 feet deep in the centre. bt mo
The barracks for the regular troops are a little above the boat bridge on tha wld
left bank, and eonsist of a line of very substantial two-storied brick buildings,
built on three sides of a square locking out over the river.
Recraits were at work learning their drill with the Martini Peabody rifles. %
The men in the barrack roows were packed elose together, their beds touching ; Lu;
and were very ero s |
Mubammnd Ahsuf Paeha is the present Wali of Baghdad ; he is a modern i
Turk educated in Paris.  All questions of government are now referred to ?’hi
Constantinople, and almost all the independent power of the old Walis is gone. o
The embankment at Hillah on the Buphrates has gradually been falling into T
disrepair ;a French engineer now estimates the cost of repairing it at £500,000, {
if indeed it is practicuble at all. The river seems now to be taking the
Hindiyeh channel, and last year the channel opposite Hillah was almost dry,
and water was looked for in wells. %
The Tigris annually floods the plain above Baghdud.  Wheat, barley,
wood, dates, are the staple produer of the Mesopotamian plain, and the soil is
extraordinarily fertile. In spring, the so-called desert is covered with nutri-
tious natural grasses in endless variety, and at all seasons a few showers will 4
turn its brown surfacs green, -
The river banks both of the Tigris and Euphrates present great facilities
to eultivators, and Letween September and March erop after erop of wheat,
barley, maize and beans are saised by means of irrigation along the banks of
those and the other vivers. 1f the Government made banks to keep out the
J epring floods and constructed or raopened some of the ancient canals, the yield
e of cereals and the increase of trade and population would be enormous. I
U || The plain round Baghdad is by no means a sandy desert, but is all rich Kamy
! |'l alluvial elay, requiring irrigation to convert it into splendid corn-producing tils
i country, A good denl of water lodgesin the hollows in the rains, and erops strip
g grow without irrigation, 1
i_-ll AR * From October to May the elimate of Baghdad is ecol and mvjfonﬁng Sens
.‘1 Clizimte. he greatest beut is from July to the middle of August. fy
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The principal houses have ©serdabs ” or underground cellars, where peopls
imogh T retire in the day time in the hottest months. The nights are cool in the hot
From months, and the elimate not nearly so debilitating as the Indian hot weather.
ehask ot In Appendix I will be found a weather report taken on the river steamer
W D Khalifs from Jannary to September 1886, ; - ;
0 el An ample supply for working stenmers by petroleum is availablain the sur-
i fllgyy Potiol ; ronnding distriots, the chief sources of supply being
# a0 Ry i b s o) o wells at Mendali, Kifriand Ltrkui‘\-. Potroleum was
s b g burnt for a short time on board Lynch’s steamers, but the Turks prevented the
& hadly i company obtaining it any longer. It was brought in skins from Menduli and
e Kirkuk to the river bank. o
s At Hit on the Eu]_jbr_:;l;es, anﬁ al various 'Ernint,s on the banks of the Tigris
ubide, Th between Mozul and 'ikrit, are bitumen deposits. : ;
T, Messrs. Lynch's chief engineer states that for equal weights the leating
i - power to be gained from petrolenm is three times that of coal—also it would
5 il e give o much larger stowage room for cargo.
ket At present the steamers carry sll the coal necessary for the voyage from
R-elg-{ = Basra to Baghdad : although there is a stock kept at Amara and Kut-"l-Amara,
o s - it is. seldom used.
& 10 sy This native petroleum was also introduced for lighting the city of Baghdad,
- ) but no trouble being taken to refine it, it bad to give way to imported Hussian
rilgs und Americin oils,
k buildisg, -
e Routes from Baghdad.
Itnu;br;:. Route to Karmanshah.—The main voute into West Persin lies throngh
> Kavind and the Tak-i-Girea pass (sce Route 1TI). To Karmanshah is a dis-
2 ndaet tance of 2164 miles, and from there 103 miles to Hamadan and 200 on to Tiliran,
vl \o miking the total distance Baghdad to Tiliran to be 500 miles (see Routes in
o Persia, 197, 384).
sl e The sta i
alling inte SE SRR GER Ahe==
+ S50 Intermediats, Total. '
taking the . Wil 3llen
skt & 1. Bukuba = - -8B
2. Shabraban o A B
e, bor 3, Kisll Rabat ... e 208
A e ol 4. Khanikin - 18 04}
¥k i 5. Kusr-i-Shitin ... w18 10}
o 6. Sirs-Pul - 1B 129
st fuli 7. Enrind v 200 1574
o 8. Harunabad w 100 ey
thu banke 9. Mahidasht w 22 108}
sy 10, Karmanshah W 18 2104
ol the There is a direct route through Menduli, the Gunjir Valley and Zu
il 4 Karmanshah, described in RuEte I1. The total clilﬁtnnce ir‘ayﬂﬁé milL:’? Itg
ik miles Iunger ghn_n the above, because of the windings of the road, although in a
g straight line it is shorter.
L This route is now almost unfrequented.  Judging from the ruined bridges,
12 serais, &e., at varions points, it was once used as o trade route.
prigEiS Route to Movul.—The post route to Mosul lies to the east of the Tigris, and
fuf A runs through Kifei, Altun Keupri and Arbil.  (Total distance 208 miless)
53
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ages are—

1 Thi siague Intermediate, Total
Milee,  Miles
i 1. Jadnida T ata P 18 18
! 2. Zednidn ine v " e 16 i)
|" 8. Dull Abbas we 83 67
(il 4. Knra Tapa e . o 28 95
] 5. Kifri e 28 17
4l 6. Toz Khurmati ., w3 L&k
7. Tuuk e o N ws. B 162
I 8. Kirkuk - o I 187
9. Altnn Keopri ... w2 214
| 10, Erbil . e e ver 80 24
4 11. Kalak w 21 265

12, Mosul et w 89 208

This is an easy route, and easily passable forartillery throughout its entire
length (see Kifri and Mosul).

Another route to Mosul follows the right bank of the Tigris, and presents

| no difficulties, except that between Tikrit and Mosul there are no villages, and
' only Arab camps from which bo obtain supplies.
Raiding parties of the Shammar Arabs render this route unsafe,
it For description of this route, see Mosul.
- Route to Sulaimaniah,—The direct route follows the Mosul post road as far
! ! as Kifri, and from there over the Kara Dagh by the irma Pass to Sulaiman-
i@ inh. For description of the portion from Kifri to Sulaimaniah, see Route VI
[ | I The total distance is 206 miles.
, The Sagirma Pass and parts of the rosd would require improving to be
s passable for artillery.
from Kifri to Sulsimaniah this is scarcely ever used by travellers or
caravans, owing to its pnsain% through the country of the Hamawand and
Jaf Kurds, who are noted robbers.
There is another route along which a military rond has been partially made,
| which goes to Sulaimaniah through Kirkuk., This makes a détour to the
nIH north-west, and is less direct than the former, but is more frequented.

Hontes across the Desert.—~The straightest route ncross the Syrian Desert for
enmel riders to rench the Mediterranean is that followed by the late Consular
dromedary post, :

Bughdad to Damascus is about nine days from Baghdad, constant going
by dromedary. From Damascns to Beyrout some nine hours by mail cart.

The following nre the halting-places on the road, with the approximate
distances between them:

Miles.

Saklawiyeh - e we 40

i . li‘illl;nlldl e e ig

! Gisair Klmbbaz - ; : a5
Anmij . w2

4 Rajmi Subrn " w2
Tmboywar (Wells) ... o .. o w 23

Iydawn F e e 35

Tgnar (Wells) ... 3 g8

Zapf o s v ‘HB

1ltinf e o wee 46

l : Rummana e :‘. HEY

i Aitha o w27
ol Tithmair e . e 43
i) Damaseus o - w 45
“h i Torsr prstaxce we G615
—

it De
Medl
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e, T'L'
’-Ilh The following is another route to the Mediterranean along the Euplrates
!: to Deir, and then across the desert to Homs, and so to Tripoli on the
0 Mediterranean. ) h
& The stages, with the approximate distances, are (Czernik)—
i
1t i
In Suklawiyeh " ves e o we 40
5} Rumadi . v i 26
m Hit " w40
] Jibah e s sl X4
» Hadidha U~ o
at it iy Anah i ]
Zelleh ee - we B0
30 o Eiksim - 1
Vil Aba Kimal PR ]
Sulahiyeh e e e " v L
o Meshteh w14
t roud sk ;Iah.lr;:h 3> sos ven i .;::
o Sthime ayadim =
s Roate 1 ]ﬂ):tl Seira o vas e . " ::
ity e e e L
ing b ls Kabuk e e 40
El Tair Py - 7] ERVEE
arellers t Buchneh il o~ A 1B
inund anl Erek U
bn Tadmor (Palmyra) ... 16
inlly m‘t Abu Favar e vt 7
‘:gﬂ s Andjur-el-Dohur 28 i
| Dol E! Hanura ¢ :
™ CL'IIEUI-I' E; I;:'! - s R e e :
tant M Ef Fir wee e e e e 11
il ek, Sulara 8
appronm Hams ']
e TOTAL DISTANCE we  BIT
I

Arab Tribes on the Tigris.

The principal divisions of the Bedouin Arab tribes who wander about the
country of the Lower Tigris and Euphrates may be classed as follows:

Kab or Chad Arabs.—These tribes inhabnt the southern portion of the
Khuzistan plain extending along both banks of the Karun from Mubammerah
and also along the Bamishir to the Persian Gulf.

They are a large collection of fribes partly settled and partly nomadic.
They extend from Wais on the Karun to Khalfabad on the Jarahi, eastward
to the Hindiyan stream, and southward to thesea; so that the country held
by the Shaikh of this tribe is of considerablse importance; including the
mouth of the river Karun, and the important port of Muhammerah, The
Chab territory is tributary to Persia.
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Shaikh Mizal Khan of Muhammerah, a man of considerable infl , 18 tﬂ!l‘l
the principal shaikh of the Chab Arabe, ] I11
Muntifit Arals.—These are by far the most powerful tribe of lower Me- T
anpolnmis{. They inhabit the country enclosed between the lower T!gn;_ 1
and Euphrates, and on the right bank of the Euphrates south of Suk-ush-Shiukh &i
as far as the desert enst of Busra, ] g
A portion of them, the original Bedouin stock, ave still nomad, but a large Bl
portion of them are Fallahin, and cultivate the fertile land along tlw_ Euphmtes R
and Tigris near their junction, Suk-ush-Shiukh is their principal settle- :m
manti
These Fallahin are sometimes known ns Marsh Arabs. r:l
Large numbers of villages of reed hots, with cultivated strips of land, have ‘mL
been banked out from the inundations and extend a long way above Kurna. "fh
In the Hawizah district are many of the Muntifik tribes, migrated from 'Bnﬁ
the Tight bank of the Tigris, between Amara and Korna, to eseape the exac- 1
tions of their Shaikhs, When the Mula of Hawizali is strong, they pay him o
tribute; when e is weak, they dacline to do so. '5‘;”
The Muntifik contain some 20 subdivisions, subject to constant changs, as :,;
regards numbers and strength. il
The Beni Sa’ad are a large division ocenpying the loop between the rivers ,"",'
near Kurna., Some divisions of the Muntifik are ulso to be found to the north- '_:&"’
west of Baghdad. ' i)
Albw Mukammad. —These Arabs live along the left bank of the Tigris ! 7
from Amar to Kurna, They live in reed huts, and cultivate what land they 'h’_";
ean recluim from the great marshes. They are oceasionally to be found in the Liie
Muntifik country on the right bank. T
Rubia—These inhabit the districts on the right Lank of the Tigris eonth !
of Kut-"Il- Amara and Ali Gherbi. They are also known as the Rubbah, They i th
are now eultivators or Fallahin for the most Pnrt, but at one time occupiod !'h";"
the whols of the present Muntifik country. The Amara area Jarge subtribe iy
of the Rubia, Tk}
Bani Lam.—Along the left bank of the Tigris, between it and the lower utinl
slopes of the Posht-i-Kuh range, are the Bani Lam Arabs. ]
They occasionally ronm as far north as Mandali and the junction of the 1
Diola and Tigris ; but remain round Bedrai and Torbatiyeh, and extend as Uy
fur south as the Tib and Kerkhah rivers. i
They are a turbulent lot, always at feud with the Lur tribes over the wl
Persian frontier. . i
Zobaid,—On the right bank of the Tig!‘is, occupying the intmgning |
country between it and the Euphrates to the eouth-west of Baghdad, are the [ jam
Zobaid Arabs. Hsi
Skamar Toga.—To the north-east and east of Baghdad are the Shamar - IL ol
Togn, the Buttah und several other small Falluhin tribes. b
Shamar.—Along the right bank of the Tigris, between Baghdad and ity
Juzirnh, extending over the large extent of country known as Al Jazirah, are L
the Shamar Arabs, a very large tribe with many subdivisions, They are an |
offshoot of the great Nujd tribe, who are distinguished as Jabul Shamar, :l:‘
| 1
Routes in Luristan. | ,a:
In any route whichleads from the Mesopotamian plains into Persia, tle Eh.
chief d!.gcu.l' ty lies in the ascent of the great platean, which extends all ' By
over Central Persia, and varies in level from 4,000 to 5,000 feet, : Talley,
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®itbagy, Tn Azerbaijan and North-West Persia this plateau ascends to the westward
kb il it merges in the still higher mass of rolling hills round Lnke Van,
1o el In Ardelan the platean is bounded on the west by the several lofty ranges
k " T of Turkish Kurdistan.
b g In Luristan the plateau falls away towards the Tigris plain in a succes-
s sion of parallel ranges, known generally as the Pusht-i-Kuh,
1001 Overlooking Khuzistan the plains of Shustar and the Karun river are the
h‘_ﬁ"!‘h'l» Bakhtiari Mountaing, forming the edge of the platean in that direction, and
teipil et in Farsistan and the Mekrun coast the ridges forming the southern boundary

of the platean reach down to the sea coast.
Luristan is roughly divided into two portions by the River Diz, the

of land, iy country to the north-west being known as Lur-i-Kuchuk, and that to the
v Koy sontheeast as Lur-i- Buzurg. This river also separates the two great divisions
igntal frg of Lur tribes ; the Faili who inhabit Lur-i-Kuchuk, and the Bakhtiari, Lur-i-
Pt the vy Buzurg.
hey uy b Lutsi-Kuchuk is furthet divided in Pish Kuband Pusht-i-Kuh. Pish Kuh
includes the distriets more immediately under the control of Burujird and
b chung, » Khorramabad, extending to Hulilan on the Kerkhah,
Pusht-i-Kuh is the more mountainous country to the westward of
i tha rivey Hulilan as far as the Tigris plain. The tribes of the Posht-i-Kuh are under
o the norh the direst control of Hassan Ghuli Khan, the chief of the Faili, and practically
independent of the Persian Government., The district is far more inuccessible
the Tk than the Pish Kub, containg no hrﬁr towns, and is less under the control of
 Lind the the central Government, Hassan Ghali Khan still retains the title of Wali of

onpd ia tle Luristan, ]
The Pish Kuh tribes are withont a supreme chief of the various tribes,

gris st each having its own partienlar head, or “Tushmal.” TIn the Pusht-i-Kuh
oh The and the more mountainous portion of the Pish Kuh, the anthority of Hassan
& oo Ghuli Khan is supreme ; who is o powerful and vigorous ruler, independent
n sl in the impregnable position be has taken up among the mountains. In i
i : Pish Kuh the tribes are mostly sedentary, while in the Pusht-i-Kuh they are
e entirely nomad. b :
Layard in 1846 says several subdivisions left the Pusht.i-Kuh owing
tion o 4 to acts of oppression of the Wali and settled in the plain country round
[l Dizful, Similar acts of oppression on the part of Hassan Ghuli Khan have
also driven large numbers to seltle along the Tigris in Turkish territory ;
i and consequently the distriet is now almost depopuluted, and wumerous
i - divisions and tribes given by Layard are non-existent, or nearly so,
ol The peopls in Pusht-i-Kuh, where we came ncross them, were quiet and
sl peaceable, and did not seem to deserve the bad name given them by Layard and
o, e 8 Rawlinson. The Sagwand Lurs to the south-east have a bad repotation.
. Travellors should always procure letters to the principal ehiefs.
the St Besides the large encampruent at Hassan Ghuli Khao’s place at Dehbala
o only one or two small camps were sesn through the whole of the Pusht-i-Kuh
aghisl g a four days’ journey.
Juisl Luristan Mowntains.—In deseribing the mountains of the Pusht-i-Kuh,
They e # the chief feature to be noticed is the parallel character of the ridges forming '
et the main chain, which run in a g‘aenamfzirection norbh-west and south-east. |
The ridges are steep, lofty masses of limestone, the strata being in some !
]J]Wl vertieal with huge cliffs and preeipioes, and steep impassable summits
y ike a Spanish sierra.
Pare Between these ridges are enclosed numerous small plains and narrow
utenl 4 valleys generally of the richest soil, well watered with numerous springs,
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and growing splendid grass and fodder of all kinds in the spring time. The
soil ognﬂ;ha rﬁu‘nl:itnins, though stony, is fertile, and the slopes are thickly
wooded with low oaks and shrubs of all kinds. 'Trees suffer from the most
wanton destruction by the nomad tribes, and consequently the best are found
in the most inaccessible places. )

Diwarf oak bearing gall nuts, pistachio, hawthorn and ilex are the common- ME
est trees.

Another peculiar feature in these hills are the “fangs” by which the 1
rivers and streams force their way through the mountain ranges. Streams Pers
frequently force their way directly at right angles throngh enormous 10
masses and ridges of rock. These chasms or canons are not situated at the i

- lowest, or narrowest portion of the range, but most frequently divide it at len
its highest point and expose a perpendicular section of 1,000 feet dand Begh
upwards. o width of the “tang™ varies considerably, sometimes being uli
excoadingly narrow and at other times a mile or more across. As often as tive
not they are perfectly impassable, or only the merest footpath leads through |
them, and the only passabls route leads up and down over the neighbouring Ml
ridge. A

gTeha main ranges of the Pusht-i-Koh commence to the south of Karind in andl
the Bend-i-Nua (the ancient Zagros), a lofty conieal peak 8,250 feet sl
i i

To the sonth-west of this ic a long ridge, commencing near Kasr-i-Shirin ple,
and running south-east, called in succession the Sunbulah Kuh, the Kaladja Y
Kul and Vardalan Kuah, all the same range, and forming the backhone of tha A
mountains, 1t issteep und impassable for the greater part of its length, and |
at its south-east extremity merges in the mountainons oonntrﬁnf Pish Knh e
at the head-waters of the | gan River. South of the Kaladja Kuh is another a0
lofty range ending towards the north-west in Manisht Kuh (9,500°), and 1
continued to the south-east in the Gatcha Kuh, This is covered with snow it |
for the greater part of the year. ! 19 the

North-west of Manisht Kuh are several smaller mnges getting lower until s
the plain of the Alwand, near Khanikin,is reached. Next to the Gateha Koh oy
and parnllel to it to the south-west is the Kebir Kuh, the highest rangs in wth
the Pusht-i-Kuh, along the eastern slope of which flows the Kerkhah. The |
most westerly ridge overlooking the Tigris plain near Ali Gherbi and Amara | time
is the Annoran Kuh, almost the same elevation as the Kebir Kul. Wl

E:tandinﬁ the whole waiv] along the western slope of the Pusht-i-Kuh Bat
from the Dinla Valley to the Kerkhah mear Hawaizah is a fringe of low tuy
hills of eonglomerate and gypsum soil, which causes the water passing through knom
to becoms bitter and brackish. The first ridge of hills bordering the desert ) 1
is called by the Arabs Jabal Humrin, and applies to any of the low ridges t
from Khanikin to Howaizah. “Hamrin” is a shrub or grass on which they ||
feed their camels, which grows abundantly on these hills, and thelyn:zp!yﬁhe \ I
name to any part of the outlying ridges in consequence. This es the ity
names in some maps very confusing. Timg

The routes into South-West Persia from the Tigris valley and Shustar wu
are as follows : the|

1,—The main route from Baghdad to Karmanshah through Khanikin, the!
Kasr-i-Shirin and ascending to Karind by the Tak-1-Girea Pass. L ]
This route is well-known (sze Route I1I). | from
II.—From Baghdad to Karmanshah by Mendali Zarna and Haranakad tth
(see Route I). This was an trade route, but is now very | vwhigt
little used owing to the insecurity of the country. Abeiy
3 s e o Sa Bnd ) 1L G JORILIPS/20/144 g sal
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IIT,—From Kut-'l-Amara to Karmanshah by Bedrai, Dehbala, Char-
dowar, and the Vardalan Pass (ses Route 11).
This is a rough and diffieult route, and not used as a frade route.
IV.—Shustar to Hamadan Ly the Kerkhah Valley, the Juidar Pass to
Khorramabad and Burujird.

Between the Kerkhah Valley and Khorramabad is the most difficult portion
of this ronte,

This is one of the natural commereial arteries from Khuzistan in Central
Persin, but is partially closed owing to the lawlessness and insecurity of the
mountain diskriets.

Route 1 is the easiest and best route geographically king for goods
to rench West Persia from the Gulf, the Tigris stenmers being used as far as
Baghdad, Trade on the other hand passes t[;ruugh Turkish Custom Houses,
and is alwnys liable to be checked by impuosts, arbitrary or otherwise, or restrie-
tive quarantine msululi-’ .

By Route IV goods ean reach Shustar by the Karun Navigation from
Mubammerah, and pass sxelusively through Persian territory.

Kerlhoh River—'The Kerkhah is the principal river of Lur-i-Kuchuk
and the Pusht-i-Kuh, It rises in three branches ; the first and most incon-
siderable has ite commencement about 25 miles west of Hamadan, The
second rises in thres springs on Mount Elvand, 6 to 8 miles south of thi
place, and runs south-westwand till it meets the former in the plain of
Maran, about 10 miles south-west of Kangawar.

The third, or south-sast branch, ealled the Ab-i-Kulan, is the largest, and
rises in the hills 15 miles north of Burujird, within a few miles of the springs
of the river Dizful, and flows north-west through Daulutabad and the eountry
east of Nihawand.

The three united streams go by the name of the Gamasiab, which flows
west to near Bisitun, where it receives the Ab-i-Dinawar from the mountains
to the north of Sangarand Dinawar. From here it turns south-west, and a fow
miles from Harsin receives the Kira Su, which tises, one branch in the Guran
mountaing west of Karmanshah, and another in the Kamirun plain to the
north-west, and fows throngh the valley 4 miles north of that town.

From its junction with the Kara Su the Kerkhah flows nearly dne south
th a very rough mountainous country, passing through several “tangs,”
to Hulilan.  From there it makes o westerly bend flowing through the Tang-i-
Bai into the lower end of the Chardawar vallev. Here it recsives a large tribun-
tary ealled the Ab-i-Chenara on the right bank.  Tts course from Bisitun is little
known, us no road follows its bank und the country is very inacoessible.

The Ab-i-Chenara rises near Karind, flows south-east through the Karind
Ell-aia (Ab-i-Karind) past Harunabad, and down a wide fertile valley into the

arassan plaimy, where it is ealled the Ab-i-Chenara (sec Route 11).

In a course due south from Harassan it forces its way throungh the lofty
ridges of the Vardalan Kuh by an enormous rift some miles long, called the
Tang-i-Salim, emerges into the Chardowar valley, and from there turns
south-east. In Chardowar it receives tributaries Irom Zungawan and from
the head of the valley, and lower down joins the Kerkhah which breaks through
the Vardalan Range by a rift called the Tang-i-Bai.

The Kerkhah receives numerous small tributaries on its right bank
from the Kebir Kul. It flows through the plains of Lort and Seimareah
to the Pul-i-Gamashan, below which il receives a large stream, the Kashgun,
which drains the mountainous region towards Khorramabad ; with others, the
Ab-i-Garni and Ab-i-Zal, also from the same monntaios on the left bank.
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Tt Teaves the mountains 10 miled west of Dizful, and is there o rapid
stream. 1t bakes a southady conrse rounding the end of the Pusht-i-Kub, ind wi
passes through a rich pliin into the extensive marshes ronnd Hawizgsh, In
some phices it is only 4 few miles of the Diz river, Sevetal cavalsin old Tt
times used to connect the two streams, L
The principal oitlet from the Huwizah marshes into fhe Shatt-"T-Arah is
b miles {In-lmv Korna, there enlled the Swaib, and another at Amdr called E) I
Hud, the northern outlet into the Tigris. u
The Tili, a large river in spring tiine, rices on the west slopes of the Kilae |
Kul, and flows into the Hawizah marshes. 1t issues from the monsfaing =l
by a narrow and precipitons gorge, and runs through a belt of low hiils of 4 =1
conglomerate, on which are several ruins which the Lurs call Kalanta, ‘The £
hid of fhe river is wide, and during summer and autumn is almost dry. it
1t is confined cn both sides by lofty ¢liffs. Kalanta is three days’ jouwenes N
402 W, of Dizfl. During the early part of its course, the witst is swist, "
bt immediatély after quitting the mountsive boeomes brackish. ‘This is e
the sume with almost all the sireams flowing westward from the Poshi-i- W
Kuh.—(Lagard.) ”
Leaving tha low hills, it enters the yplain of Dehluran, and forcing ifs
way throngh o amall range of sindstone hills, entirs the pliins. .
Its course is S, 30° E. until within 20 miles of the Tigris, when, turning o
enddenly, it loses itsell in the marshes, o
Dwearif River.—To the enst and north-east of the Tib ic o perfeet desert,
South is another large river, the Duwarij, flowing into the mnrﬁE:n. o
It is formed of two strenms, the Chickab (the most easterly ) and the Telezl "
rising in the hills at the extremity of the Kebir Kuh, occupied by the Lur b
tribe of Ssgwand. ' -
T'he two strentns unite in thie lower part of the small plain of Patak, situut- =
ed ahout doe north of Dizful.  The main stream then foreis its way throneh 3
the sandstone hills, and after winding for o fow miles in the phiing, in which ot
it 18 joined by a small strenm called the Bogrel, loses itsell in the marshes, fel
The whole eountry between the Tigris and the hills from o line deitwn m;
same miles above Amani to the Kerkhihis ohe great muli=h and uninhabit- ol
alile.—( Layard.) 4
North of the Tib is fhe Gunjianchun River. Tt rites in the norlberd b
extremity of the Kebie' Kuh, and aiter a very tottuone conrse thronsh the T
( mountains emerges thionih the Tist ridge By a nift eallsd the Taing-i- Dakhorsa. e
I il | From thers it Hows thiongh the plain of Bahnriwan, through the Thnge-i- %
& Giunjiunchun, and debonches on the Tigrie plain near Zoctativeh, A littls M
It above this it receives o large tributary on the left bank, culled the Gawi, e |
1 which also rises in the Kebir Kuh. 4|
i The united stream flows jn n wide gravelly bed pnst Bediai and Jessan, | T
f' i much of the water being lod awny into eaonls. The river is almost dry in by
i immer, It loses itself in the mavshes in snmmer and antnmn, and water 4
| only resches the Tigris m the flood sedson.  The witer is brackish from the :.':
3 Bahnravean plain westward (e Route T1). W
North of the Gunjinnchun is the Guogir River, which rices in the north- T
| wast slopes of Manisht Kuh, lows throvgh the mountiing by § narrow tortuons :1
Pyl conrse (see Route I) emerging near Mendali throngh the Tadg-i-Sunmir, ]
[ ! I It turns south below Mendali, and fioally loses itself in the Suwekjih i
B l marshes north-west of Jestan, Much water is consnmed by the iirigation of e
byl the large daty gardens of Mendali. Below Mendali it receives the Nuffat, & B
! | salt stream which rises movth-east of that place, and flows through the desert, i Bl
or A i e Sa ad ) Ll s IOR/L/PS/20/144 g 5a)
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At the font of the hills we erssm]  the stidam which waters the plaine of Awmanabad wnd

Chardowiir, nnid at a short distances to our left we saw it unite with a deep wiid rupid river wh_hh Alw
liere deboches trom Zagros by a tremendous gurge called the Tasg.i-Baba Giriﬂ. This was 1
the river of Karind, which flows from that place to the pinin of Haronabad, sod there, entering L

amnny the motuntaine reseives severnl sindl strenms, uotll swollew 0w viver of pome size, it

bursts in s sucoession of terrific ontaracts through the Vardalan Range, and emerges into the low all
epuntey at the foot of the range. The ascont af the Clinrmiin Kuh was most abrapt, st the summit il
whs sgme extent of tableland, and the descont on the other sido into the platu of Zangawan was i
equally procipitoos, A whort divtance to the right was an vasior route crossing into the Karsan al
pliin, and following & suall stream to Zangawan. i
At Zangnwan n suall stream fureos its way through o chasm in  he Charmin Koh, which o
fulle into the river alrendy deseribid, here ealled  the Ab.i-Sirwan (Ab-i-Chenara). ’
814 Stiace, 20tk February.—Rode n eonsideriblo distanco to the right of the rvoute which the al
prty took townrda the ruins of Sirwan, sitnated near n plain of Hmited estont shiet in by low hills, f
A parrow salley runs out west from Siewan plain plercing the Kalirag Kub, an oatlier of i
the great chain of Milngawan. 1
Encamped 4 farsakhis from Sirwan on the bankd of the liroad deep stream of the Abi-Sirenn |
at the hend of the Rodbar Districk which extends along the river valley, a distance of & farsakhs ¥
0 the point of its conflurnce with the Kerkhah, . G

7IA Stage, 218! Febenary —From Budbar we marchod 22 miles to the Suhrai Lort.  The road,
rining from the bed of the Sirwan, traversed & range of hills thickly wooded, which divided the
plain of Siewun from that of Badrai, B

We piistod two vulleys, Badrai and Kakagawan, divided by a narrow ""f" onch watzrel by
a potty stronm flowing into the Sirwan, 4 ling from the pak diodd hills,

Another little ehnin s crosmed beyond the stréam of Hakagawan, and the road from thende
dosoends into the plain of Lort, This country, between Strwan and Lort, is the most diffienls |
of trangit in the putire lioe between Zogros and Khugistan, and still 3 perfoctly practicable fur -
whoeled cnrringes. ] |

5t Stige, 295d Febrwary,—Moved 20 miles in a B.E. § 8. direetion along the Sabrai
Lort, gradunlly desconding to Soimarrah on the banks of the Kerkhah,  The 0 of Beimarml
wtrotclies north-west and soutl-east about 40 miles, and varying from 5 to 10 miles in bresidth
betwoon the Kobir Kuli and the Kerkhah, )

9tk Stage, ird February.—Marched 3} fareakhs to the Pol-i-Gamoshan,

The river here in much contracted, otid o single arch s throws neross the bed of the wtream, =
about, B0 feoh in width,

An areh of alintst cqual span Is necessary tn eonneet this on the right bank ; on the other skle
aro & long line of sowller arches making & total length of 166 paces. Ehua

10th Stage, 24tk Felenmry,—Marehod 4 fureakls to Jaidar; the direct rond to Dizful from the 1
bridge follows the Kerklish to  Ab.i-Garm, @ farsakls distant.  From Jaiduy to Shostar and Dize Bk
ful, tho remainder of this route is alvendy known,

In all schiemes for constenoting un Tndo-Earopean’ tailway which still shall
start from the Mediterransun shore and go to Quetta,
one dilliculty is the aseent from the Mesopotamisn
plain near Baghdad to the Persian plateau noar Karmanshaly,

Some poing near the Tak-i-Girm Pass following the line of the present
trade voute is cenernlly assumed to be the point wheve the aseent will be made.

Toking first the pass iteelf, the gradient for a eart road at the lower
part is very stecp, and woull be almost impracticable for a railway.

. There is sudden drop of 1,050 feet in 24 miles at tha lower part, and a total
difference of 2,250 feet in 14 miles from Sar Mil to Pai Tak.

On the north lies the great mountain rangs of the Kub-i-Delahu, and to
f.ha sou_th the Nun Kuh and bigh rocky spurs jutting from it, so that it is |
impossible, excapt at very great expense, to get a workable gradient up the puss
iteelf or turn its Hanks.

) The general dirvetion of the monntain runges here is north-west and south-
east, s that to find an easy gradient 1t must run in the same direction in the | i
valleys between the ridges. 13
hereisa line. 1 would sugzest moeting this requirement and giving a and
good ascending gradient.  The railway is suflmud to come through Molgﬁl,
Erbil, Kir Kuk, Kifri, Kasr-i-Shirin, Haronabad, Karmanshah, and soon there plaiy
1
of

Rallway construction,

being a branch line from Kifri or Kasr-i-Shirin to Baghdad., Between Kasri-
Shirin and Haruvabad is the section on which the mlrft. would h:va :: Tn made.
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ll\h,,'ul -~
-‘:: LT From Kasr-i-SBhirin (1,410°) the ascent would run along the bank of the
fil Alwand, pass Sir-i-Pul on the left, and go south-east up the Kalashakin plain
:I.",'f;"_ to Kifraonr valley.
™ by, From Kifraour thebed of a large stream would bs followed into Tirao
f'::’-“*tz valley (5,885, A beaten track, used by nomads in their annual migrations,
h ;;"L: follows this stream (see Route 1). North-east of Tirao is a rounded ridge
y culled the Chalubakka Kuh (5,7807), over which it would be easy to earry a
min K g railway ioto the Harnpabad plain.  From Kasei-Shirin to the summit
k:’," ) of the Clalubakka is 4,570 feet in abont 55 miles ; this might be redoced con-
iy ::" giderably by a short tunnel at the summit of the ridge.
I a0 i ¢ From the Chalabakka Kuh to Harunabad is o descent of 900 feet in about
15 miles,
!“TI' J‘:‘“-" This route should eertainly be further explored, ng, whet her nseful for rail-
& b way eonstruetion ur not, it is an additionn] line of commuuication 1o the Tak-i-
Lo, Ty Girra Pass
Eich diviief 5
o el Route No. I.—Narrative Account—Baghdad to Karmanshah
i via Mendali and Zarna.
e 20tk to 30th April,
practiahls &
g the S Minxe. gl ;
o of ' Bei i e e B te par
I'.llhr I:ﬂ::i Eriomm, ul::nhlr;[. In NIIE“:: 'n:'r.'
| Intermediate. Total
f the sirm e __I === — et
the ciber wii
] - Khan Beui Snid e sug 550 1750 17759 318
J:E:I]' :::.mﬁ': Bubriz .. 2 06 1150 26700 d14 |
Belad Ruz 725 200 | 5200 317 (L
sh-still shel Mundali ... Sk =1 #-83 2700 I FH00 274
/o Muarenna 895 2550 | 10450 309 i
S Chenisuruk e 483 1575 120:25 326
Zarna ... vos 57 225 Va0 352
thie prreet |
““d b Charmilia 475 1325 | 15875 2:80 —
b the kee Tieaa. ... Wik o 616 1825 | 16600 1-88
iy Khorssabad i P 825 10:50 ' 176:60 320
t, and 438 ol
Iahaanl® 20th April.—General direction, N.N.¥.. The most direct route to Medali
Ir"tﬂ' crosses the Di River at Sifri or Tambur, two and a hulf hours from
;;u:th.lP Baghdad. From there a path lies direct neross the plain to Mendali; but

it is all *““ehol ™ or desert, with only an occasional Arab encampment.
Ny 1t is two stages of nine hours each from Sifri to Mendali, and this route
£

o could only be used in spring when grass and main water are plentiful,
Eolhn There isno water in the summer, and the more northern route by Bahriz
i and Belad Ruz is then taken.
ol F’;‘" We left Baghdad at 8-80 a.m. by the Bab-1-Wastani, and struck across the
nagh ':; plain following the line of the telegraph poles.
o et 9 Numerone caravans, some of camels from the Mosul direction, and others
-'*":; of mules, donkeys, and strings of pilgrims from Persin. The road is a well
el
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defined clay track, with oothing to break the flat landscape except the lines of shall
some old cannls. . il |I
We passed several irrigated ernps of barley and wheat, the water being ]
brought in small surfuce canals from the Tignsor the Dinls, sk
Khanbic.—At 10 milss the ruined sermi of Kban Bir wies passed nnd ,uﬂls
a few clusters of Amb encampments seen. > !
Kian Bewi Said—At 3 pat. (17 wiles) we lalted at the Khan in thy (o
small village of Beni Said. . i
Waonther today cloudy and overcust, with a few passing showers, !:nt.
pleasant for mavehing, The temperature at 3 2. was 68°% and al starting it
65° with n fresh north-west wind, A heavy hailstorm last wight had  killed i
the logusts in immense nombers,
Mushirea—Six miles to the west are a few date groves and the village of et
Mushirea on the Mouradiyeh canal from the Diala. ]
Thire was plenty of short grass on the plain now, on which large herds of il
eattle and shoep were grazing.
Round the Khan are o fow enelossd gardens with some young date troes. o
i Water-supply is good at this time of year; wells and o large pond near the ]
: khan. In sammer it is brackish,
| The canal and irvigation system have much improved of late years, and el
more fand hus bewn taken into enltivation. o
L 218t April—Ceneral direction, E.N.E. Left Khan Beni Said at 7 aw, it
and kept alung the main truck by the telegraph poles ; along a road which trel
| winds in a very needless manner. i
The soil is alluyial clay, and becomes very muddy in rainy weather; we i time
crossed the line of several old eapals coming from the Bakuba direction. |
At 6 miles left the main route and strock in a direction 32° aeross the plain. Dk
townrds a clump of date trees which represeuted Bahriz in the distance, | Then
Mirage made it appesr hung up in the sky. 1
Great numbers of locusts were seen, nud erops were being cnt grevn to save of
them, f 1
At 10 miles we came on a band of the Dialn River, and soon after erossed tad
ina ferry boat which took the whole party and six anials over in 12 i
minutes. The river runs in banks 23 to £0° high and was now in o thick 1k
muddy flood. The river is navigable for large native craft to Bakuba. ']
Banniz.—On the opposite bank we reached Babriz and put up in a khan, |
Aling the left bank as far as Bukula are date groves, froit. gardens, and fhe
cultivation watered by the Nahr Khorasan canal, which leaves the Diala near g
Shahraban, 1t Hows throngh here and south as fir as the shrine of Abu P
Khumis, 6§ miles off, where it loses itself in the desert. i -
The date gardens reach this far, but below are only a few irrigated fields. I §
Ground is allowed to lie fallow for two years before being sown again. I Wil
great variety of fruil was seen in the gardens, dates, pears, figs, anlmonds, ' "
omegranates, grapes, plums, aod melons of various sorts, and of vegetables, |
seans, bania, badijan, and onions. j 5
Bl The oil is very rich, but there is no regular control over the canal water, i
9 and much runs waste. The wenther was pleasant with ionul showers; _
“ | temperature 55° at starting and 70° at noon. ik
e fruit and date gardens are surrounded by mud walls 8 to 10 feet high i prin
o loopholed in places to keep off marauders, the
51 ( There is o small bazar bere, and supplies are abundant, e
4 1 22nd April—General direction, E. Left at 8-15 a.x. The road lies ok
i ll“i over 8 flat alluvial plain, and for the first five miles crossed numbers of bt f
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0 Eh g b
shallow irrigation cubs, muddy but easy going: the lurger canals ave naveow
! iy and dewp ; impassable for bagpage animals.
At # miles From Bahriz entered o series of low mounds strewn with
W i ¢ broken bricks and pieces of glnzed blue and green pottery, among which we
ermld trace thie lines of suvernl nneient canals.  These mounds are called Shahr
Klas i Habib, anl extend for 8 miles along the voad, and mark the site of some
extensive eitv.  The soil is o rich allovial elay, and the reopening of these
shome, g eannle wonld rastore fertility to this district.
iR Tho roned is well defined but not much used, and we saw nobody allday
bt Tad ‘: excupt two smill Arnb encampments with their flocks. At this timu of year,
abmiclance of rain water i8 to Le found in the hollows betweun the monnds.
Ve e At 15 miles 4 lnvge marsh abont 1 mile squure was passed, called Shale
e Halijh, with drinkable water and good ginzing round the edges.
[ ‘The grass, except in the hollows, was goetting burntup now.  In summer
g e witber has to b carriod in skins on this ronte.
3¢ Batid Buz.—At 23 milee wheat and barley crops again appeared, and we
e orokseil numerous small eunals, offshioots from a large one at Bulad Ruz.
ond st We halted in the garidens of the place at 2-15 poaL
The heat of the sun was begintiing to make itself felt at midday, but the
e years ol wee ther otherwise was pleasant, with cool north-west breeges. Temperature
1 61° ar startivge and 78%at 2 par. Flies and mosquitoes very troublesome
iid ab T it the dote gaedens.  The grass is very fine; rod and white clover, yellow
& rind waid trafoils, rve grass and other English varieties were notived.  The mules
cureivd no bnrley und were fod entirely on grass a8 is the usual custom at this
venther; w tima of yenr,
i, A Lirge canal ealled the Nalr Balad Ruz comes throngh here from the
s the play Diala neir Shalicihan, sud i= evossed by a small brivk bridge in the village,
i digtaven Thete i= a strong Dow of moddy water in it now,
The tute and ruit gardens ave enclosed by high mud walls ; & few fields
ettt Wit of ot ton are also grown. ; i
There are 10 zaptiyahis pated here, and it seems a peaceakle neighbonrs \
iter groed hood.  The inhubitants ure settled Arabs,  The town is very dirty with green ’\
oWt ik staghant pools among the ganlens, and it is not soprising that iv is very
o in et unhenlthy, snd that the plasue lroke out here in L85k A Greak proprietor,
Kuba. M. liaie, has o nice house here and Farms the neighbouring distriet,
Li o K The Balad Ruz canal rons south for some 8 miles and then loses itself in
gardens, this desert ; there is no system of directing the irrigation, and the water forms
3o [igli s Tnvae veedy marshes extending for o consideralile way to the north-east, and el
roe o M wipat guantitive of waler go waste. * Houbara,” swipe, quatl and purtridge
wure to be found here,
dated b Supyilies liere were abindant from a small bazar. The village is snr-
m agus 4 rounded by a high wud wall, and the road enters aml leaves it through
& oo & gatewny with loopholed wall on cither side, )
i vopiass A trick leads novth along the west bank of the eanal to Shahraban which
et be reschid in eight hours, Now a large marsh has to be waded through,
P and probably Aoods from the eanal have blocked the road altogether.
:d e 23rd April.—General direction, B, Lelt Bahriz at & a.m. The Pusht-
i-Kuli hills ave wow plainly visible in front. The Jabal Daimuri, n conical

prominent peak, forms a good Jandmark for stesving towards Mendali. For

10ies the first two miles our path led through irsrigated erops, and then snddanlg
entered ol an overflow from the canal and we had to wade for two miles throu
a muddy marsh 187 to 2° deep ; the track was easily visible through the RPJE';

gh;:ihj but the baggage got wet owing to the mules stumbling in some deep cuts.
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By making a détonr of some eight miles to the south this swamp might be i
partially avoided. This is the regular caravan route, and the path is dry, et
or nearly so, in summer. From Ruz to Mendili the bearing across the desert | wa
is almost due cast, _ _ i
There was guod grass on the plain for the first two miles alter leaving the i

mursh, but it got more burnt up and di-ap!;varud a8 we went on : earlier in the
spring there was plenty, Mendali was visible five hours before we arrived as a |
mirage. |

Agt. 21 miles we forded the Nuffut River, a stream of brackish water
which flows east of Mendali and joins the Gunjir to the south. It rises .|
between the Jabal Luti Baghcha and Jahal Daimuri. The banks were lined

with sedges, and the stream flowed ina narrow bed with stesp banks 20 fugt h’"
high. We met a caravan of 30 camels with dates from Mendali on their &5
way to Baghdad. ) y : =

From the ford we crossed a bare plain covered with saline incrustation, pot
through which several small bravkish streams flowed towards the Gunjir,

For the last two miles Lefore renching Mendali some wheat crops and i
grass were passed, and at 2-45 we reached the dats gardens which surround e
the town. e

Mespart.—This is a place of 1500 houses built of mud and sun-dried 5'"}
bricks, in the middle of extensive date and frait gardens, which form an oblong Ty
round it snne 3. miles long and 14 broad ; the lhouses are sesttored on some |
low mounds in the centre, i

The gardens are watered by numerous canals from the Gunjie River, which e

emerges from u gp in the hills some 5 miles to the north-east.
Oranges, pomegranates, lemons, almonds, figs, and dates are the elief Tiid
fruits. The ....‘lf trade of the place is in dutes and dried fruits with e

Baghdad. The dates are said to be especially good here. Saddles and horse i
furniture, numdahs, snd felt coats were made in the bazar, ﬂ‘“‘:
. The date gardens are enclosed by 0 mud wall ronnd the outer edgze, 'u\{;
some 20 feet high with loopholed towers at intervals ; ench garden also T
is partitioned off with high walls. 4
The district is & quiet one, as the Arabs do not raid here now, and the e
Kurds from over the border only at rure intervals. e
There is o Persian Consul here ; he told us the route we intended to take ez
was absolutely impracticalle without an escort of 100 men ! &l
There is o kaimmakam and a few zaptiyabs quartered. The- inhabitants I o
are a mixture of Kurds, Persians, Armbs and Turks; principally the first g
named, Most of the inhubitants are Sunni Musalmans, but there is one e
muthallu of 200 houses exclusively Shinh, ! o
g A’azui:.I B“rifnf 155% and 44 miles distant is Kazavia, a villaga of 500 | T’::

o ouses on the bunk of the Gunjir surrounded by a large pateh of date gardens, h
rl 3 I . the inhabitants of which are gii Shishs, 2 £ X ey
" | _ Ghaib.—Bearing 230°, and 5 miles distant is G haib, a village of 300 houses -
e | in a smaller patch of date trees, Both these plantations are surrounded by i
. mud walls, Good grass grew on the pluin to the south, and & few flocks of w
| ’IM’F were seen. A
he climate in summer is very unhealthy, and stagnant pools in the in'“
EH" I gardens and aEemara.l want of sanitation must make it more so. It was =
. severely visited by the plague in 1554, e
= b _The sun was powerful at noon, temperature 80° with a cool north-west wind, .
! which made marching pleasant, On the 24th it rained beavily in the after- _
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b Piknjy Routes from Mendali—From Mendali to Khanikin is two stages of nine

il hours each, the intermediate stage being Kala Nuft, a small frontier post.

i Water is all brackish on the way.

'tui"_“'{u- To Bedrai is a caravan route of two stages of eight hours each, Ab-i-Tursak

¥ty being the intermedinte one.  No supplies available : water also brackish,

e g, Sume petrolenm wells exist in the hills about 12 miles to the south-sask
: - at the foot of n prominent pesk called Jubal Gueb-

brackih etrolenm, R

uth, iy A few yearsago petroleawn from liera was taken to Baghdad in sking on

ks wagg camels, but as no attempt wos made to refine it for lighting purposes, it

ks 2 jy hus been superseded by the imported article from America or Baku,

wlaki i g 26th April—Genmal direetion, N.E, Teft Mendali and thrended

along a narrow track through the gardens for about a mile, emerging on an

* inerueigl open grassy plain crossed by several irvigation cuts, alter which we headed

e liusj, tnwu.fls the line of hills to the N.E.

al omp g After 44 miles we reashed the Tang.i-Sunmar, the gap in the low hills

bieh sumes through which the Gunjir River issues, It flows in a gravelly bed 100 fo 500

yarids wide in several strageling channels.  The outer line of the hills runs
and supad 332° and 145°  Bulad Ruz from here bears 258°.

i 1a el LPersian Frontier—Passed the Porsian frontier at the %n!mncs of the
ferel s Tang-i-Sunmar ; mavked by o heap of lonse stones by the roudside,

A short way beyond forded {he river, here a rapid stream 2 feet deep, and
Rive; il then fallowed the right side of the river valley, 14 miles wide, bordered by low

bare hills, which inorease in height as we asend.
& e At 11} miles pass n tumulus and small shrine on the opposite Lank called
S RS (0000 o -
ek The riverbed is hovn § mile wide, and strewn with Lranches and débsis
- 2 brought down by the spring floods. People from Menduli were gathering
this for firewood.
‘"ng;:: Soil improves ns we go on, ind more grass is seen. '
g Kala Dubruleh—At 174 miles puss Kala Dubiraleh (1,270, the mins of 1‘\'
a fort built on a spur to defend the passage of the valley, beyond whieh we
entered the Vargateh valley & mile wide, having o sleep rogped range of tha | —

1w, adi
same pame immediately to the south-east. A salt stream flows in here on the
iled 3 88 left bank.  Above this point the river water is quite sweet.

. Pul-i-Surrefoha—Ab 21} miles pass Pul-i-Surrufsha, the ruins of a small JE—
¢-inhuliss bridge. The river Led is now 60 yards wide and is hordered by low eliffs !
ally “”ff" The old bridges, mined forts, &e., passed on this route show it was once an
there 18 important road,

& . Forded the river again ahove the bridge 2’ 6% deap with a rapid stream.

illge o8 Thero is plenty of rich grass, mostly clover, on the hill elopes and in the

date gl valley. A few stray patehes of Indian eorn were passed just  sprout-
ing which the nomads sow in the early spring and then leave to take cire

of 300 b of themselves until they arrive in the summer. The valley has now nurrowed

atronnde to 300 to 400 yards wide and the path is ensy going along the river bank.

fow okt £ Miarenna Camp Gronnd.—At 25} miles ford to laft banl again and halt [
inan open grassy hosin among the hills called Muarenna Camp (1,615). ]

pool ab Tmmediately to the north-west rises the Jabal Daimuri, a long narrow ridge
5 1o topped by a ¢liff 300 to 500 feet high. This forms a good landmark, seen
across the desert from Balad Rugz.

hopei el No one was met at this stage and the country i quite deserted ; only the
in the £ remains of some of last year's camps were noticed, ~ Good clover and grass
grew on the slopes now,
YOL, 1,
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Weather today clondy, with a fresh north.-west breeze, and towards evening | !
a heavy thunderstorm. Temperature 66° at noon. -'ant

There is room for o lurge camp of trovps among the low hills bordering :d.!
the valley. |

26th J:!pril.—ﬁenural divection, B.NLE. At 5 s left camp.  The track
at first keeps along the left bank, which cuts its way down the centre of the Tan
valley in 8 deep narrow bed bondered by cliffz of rocky conglomerate 50 to T
80" high. Cross several small ravines from the hills to the right. | bt

Aunother voad follows the right bank, but is rougher than this, and the
hills on that side come cloge to the water's edgs. i

Dizgarran Falloy—At 5 miles we passed round the end of a spur which bt
juts out here and entered a long geassy valley 200 to 300 yards wide, i
fmrde.ml Ly rugged spurs from the high ranges on either side and known as L
Dizgarran valley (1,815}, i

On either side of the river bed are flat terraces extending to the foot of the o
border hills. The track is an easy onealong the left bank over a close sward of ul

vod grass dotted with Lrillisnt flowsrs. ~ To the south is the Tulwar-i-Khads

nge, a series of impassable rocky ridges, which run 163°% and paralls] to one 2
another. The culaiinating ridge of this range is a sharp razor-edge summit that
of limastone cliffs, and about 4,000” above sea level. e

Noone was met during this stage, but the remains of several of lust year's i
encampments were seen, and the nomad Kalbur Kurds will be here in about
a fortnight’s time. i

Pul-i- Dulbktar-i-Kurd, —At 34 miles we passed by tha ruins of an old
bridge, called the Pul-i-Dukbtar-i-Kurd, over the narrow riverbed. 1f this fran
weore repaired, we could crogs liers, and avoid somn narrow bits higher up. !

A track lends north from here to Sir-i-Pul-i-Zohab. It is said to ba fhey
rough and difficult, only used by the Kurd lliats migrating., The hills on 1
hath sides of the valley get more rugged, and ure topped with cliffs of grey 1
limestone. : dih

Zarrat Falley—At 8 miles we crossed a low undulation and emerged 1
into the Zurrat valley (1,875),5 miles long and § to § miles wide, bordared wdy
by rounded hills covered with fine grass. Seversl small stveams come in 1 1
on gither bank. The river keeps on the north side of the valley and flows -
in o deep bed bhordered by eliffs 80 to 80 feet high. A few shrubs aud low Tt
fig trees make their appusrance on the hillsides now for the first time, and 1l
the stream banks ave lined with oleanders, -

‘The head of the valley is closed by s spur from the end of one of the ridges |
of the Tulwar-i-Khuda. A steep eliff abuts into the stream, and our ig
leads steeply over the spur rejoining the river vallay on the other side. o

The soil is soft clay and shale, and a cutting could ensily be made to avoid 1
the steep portion. Af the bend of the river, on the opposite bank, is the: Wit
head of a biroad valley running 345° and down which a large stream flows. Tk

Taitg-i-Shutargardan~At 9 miles, the head of the valley is elosed |
by a ridge through which the river forces its wiy by a narrow winding gorge Ml
enlled the Tang-i-Shutargardan. The road winds ulong the edge of the
cliff overlopking the water. bor:

. The gorge is § mile long and from 80 to 40 yands wide, bordered by Joog
cliffs 150 fect high, The remains of an old bridge exist here, and also of & The
custom house, is shows that this was once a trade route fallen into disuse P
owing to the Jawless and unsettled state of the country. From the we distg
puss the river valley diagonally and ford the stream in the centre of it. Nine | d
grass grew in the valley and on hillsides alt along this stage, ‘ fuod
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s N . ;
ey Chemiznink Plain—At 117 milee we left the Guujie valley and furned
Hh% north thrangh an easy but narrow pass (2,200, which opened inte the pliin
! of ChPmi!itn'i‘lli. The Gunjir valley continnes on a benring of 125°%, the
. Ty ridges bordering it elose in, and are covered with low shrutis nnd frees.
. o The river rises in Iwan plain at the foot of Manisht Kuh, and reaches the
in 44 Tam Sambalk valley th sion of ges k
e Sambak valley through a suceession of narrow gorges known as . the
: {Img‘-l-l wnh. l.t?. f(urt{m;h is s&[url tolead to lwan and Zurns up the vallsy,
: ut no practicable path for mules.
! this We halted and l;ﬁwhe«l our camp in the centra of the Chemisnruk valley
e nlr!ngamle a small stream (2,2257). No Iliats had yet arvived and ot a haman
<A iy bueing was scen anywhere, This valley slopes south, and is 8 miles long and
il 3 1o 4 broad, jeined by several side valleys. The camp was 2,225 above sen
LT level, Mmli of the sml is a fertile clay, with here and there large putobes of
o grey ‘shale in rounded billocks, These grew no vegetation whatever bat
Elusemy:ﬁ :::ubtrl_nad nn rr];rsoua small nodules, which lay seattered on the surface and proved
Close g s iron pyrites.
uhear Kl Gilin E'u/w.-—-[*‘mm 340° to 10° extends the Gilan Kah, a steep rogged im-
paralld g passable ridge about 5,000" above sea lovel, which separates this plain from I
Peadge s that of Gilan. 1t runs generally NW. and S.E. A rough trock used Iy
npmads crosses throngh a rocky gorge and affords aceess to the Gilan valley,
Laf ity and from thenee to Sir-i-Pal. d
109, in st To the east of the valley are several wooded ranges running pamllel
to the Gunjir in the direction of Zarna.
s of an i The ridge immediately to the east of the valley is called the Bagh Kuh
bl 1f from the number of wild fig trees dotted about its slapes.
gherup, The rock is a goft white limestone with horizontal strata, and the aetion of
sl tg | the wenther has formed the billsides into a series of a rocky terruces like stairs.
The hills 2 '1:0 the west are several ‘lnllg \‘u!l?_\'s grawing abundance of good grass.
Aifls of e f '}10 thehsm: t-h-ﬂm;li of the Gilun Kuhisa continuation, ealled the Zarna Kuh,
ol about the same elevation. |
fod e The ridges to the north-west seem to fall awny and get more rounded and Y
i, innlet undulating, and the country seems easy in the direction of Khanikin, :
am et 27th April —General direction, N.E. and 8.5, Teft camp, : N —
eyl n ascended towards the north-sast corner of the plain, wl;[;i “‘:’:I:rr:m::ddt o 1-?:::]3,
ubs sl {.‘g the Tang-i-Kushk, is o gap 4 mile wide at the junction of the Zarna Kuhund
b i, 4 e Bagh Kah ; hordered a series of searped cliffs termeed one above the other. )
. 'I"lw top uf_the pass is 4,100% or 1,875" nbove Chemisuruk. |
wof tharls The track is rough and stony, but could be improved in a short time into
wﬂmkw m nl goc:rdt rt:;cl_. as th_e; gEulr}:ental are eusy. ‘Ihe steepest portion is a stony clay
7 s slope at the summit of the col.
made o From the top the road winds dingonally down the hill slope to the north-
bank, i west. 1t is a rough path among low trees and seattered boulders, and over- I
an i looks & deep narvow valley to the right flowing towards the Gunjir.
lly i‘: hilhqaﬁsmﬁmf ntsh:hl;m'lz'n :f t!h% n]olpf, {\:e gl(l]ﬂ] to pass a narrow rift in the
(' -1-Bhushk (3,5 »
m:igh?d 3 The gorge'is 300 yards lgng.und for a ehort distance is 80 yards wide
borderd by }wop cl:tﬁn. The road 'wmds between lnrge Loulders, strewn with i
bt d !l;lﬂﬂ_ﬁ stones, but with some clearing could be made into a good cart road, .
al ! lhebeld of adry torrent leads thmugl_: tha pas. At the northern mouth of the
iy Ew the c|1‘.rnr_:k bifureates, one runniog to Gilan valley to the north-west,
Bap” wstunt 12 miles or one short stage. A p =N
i Our track turns south.cast up the Miandar valley 1 mile wide growing

good grass, and dotted with fine trees like an English park. To the north
(0
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lies & stecp rugged vidge covered with serub und a few frees. Gilan had a !
few honses nntil lutely, but is now entirely in ruins, and the wvalley is nsed | Hir
as a pasturnge by Kalhur Kurds. { 1
Zarna Falleg.—Atv 10-30 as, 204 miles (4,025, aftera long gradual | it
ascent, we reached a slight rising gronnd, the watershed between the Gilan |
and Zarna valloys, and opened ont a splendid view of the Zarna and Twan ﬂ |
valleys, colminuting in the distance in Manisht Kuh, The bearing down the Lt
centre of the valley to Manisht wns 135% and the top of it und some of the ol
ridges of the Kebir Kulh beyopd it were strenked with snow, ¥l
To the north-east is a steep impracticable ridge composed entirely of shests G
of roek, seored in nll diveetions by deep rocky ravines.  To the south-east are
, a succession of rugged parallel nidges extending to the Guujir, all thickly T
| wooded, Wit
: Zanxa.—The portion of the valley just below us is ealled Zarna, and that
next Manishy RuE is lwan. Long grassy descent lod towards Zaroa, and we T
| passed by the way ruinsof foundationsof old villuzes, After miles we e
eame npon a small Kurdish encampment which had arvived here two days pre.
& viously, These ware the first people we bad met since leaving Mendali, They .
I were very hospitable, and reccivad us in their tents bringing bowls of curdled st
milk or “yaurt,” the staple drink fouod in every Kurdish tent, But little
flour or riee could be obtained, ae their supplies are limited and have to be mil
brought from more inhabited districts at Karind or Karmanshah. A sheep
was killed before the tent door, and cheese and milk brought in any quandity. = hal
These Kurds wesr a round felt eap witha band of coloured eotton wound round e
it, # large cout with very long sleeves, also of felt; the arms wers not put s
through the slesves but were wrapped ronnd the body in eold wenther ; wide i
blie pantaloons and shoes of cotton rope completed their dress. The women i
dressed in gay colours—red and blue. They were a merry, lighthearted people. ‘}
The vallay of Zarnn and Twan is exceptionally fertile, and is well wooded, :;:II
and would make a fine encumpment in summer for troops: water isabandant
from numerous springs and small streams. It varies from 3,500° to 8,800 |
above sealevel. At present there is not a single inhabitant except two small g
clusters of tents, although later the nomads lring large herds of eattle and =
sheep. 1In the centre of the valley is the mins of the old town of Zarna, amd il
the remains of s modern village on an old tumulus, alse in ruins, On the
ronnded ridge to the south-eust of the valley is the tableland of Asmanabad, vl
on Ia long wooded slope extending towards the summit of Manisht
uh.
The Kurds who come to these districts are Kalhurs, a large tribe partly |
seftled and partly nomadie; the nomad portion pass the winter in the |
plains near Zobaband Kasr-i-Shirin. In winter the valley is deserted. 1
Towards the end of October it commences to rain, the rainy weather '
Cliate. lnsting for abiout a month; when the snow sets in and tn
remains on the ground from 2§ to 3 months, according
to the severity of theseason. The weather was now very plensant. Tempera- )
ture 42°at 5 .M. and 70° at midday. A fow showers fell, the days were cloudy, the
t‘ I’ but otherwise the climate was bracing. o M
: Il | The Gunjir River rises al some large springs near Zarna and tlis Manisht f :.:'
& (‘ Kuly, and flows through the Tang-i-Iwan on the southewest side of the valley. il
5-*[ it A rough track leads up the mountuin from I'wan side to join the road to ]
2 4 1 Dehbula, at the surcmit of the Dalowa Pass (see Route 1T). 050
Ml r-il
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Wyt These pastures belong to Reza: Ghuli Khan, the Kalhur chief, who lives in
e, Harunabad.

g gy The influence of Hussain Ghuli Khan, chief of the Faili Lurs; does not

0 e (i extend Leyond Manisht Kuh,

Ii:n:?'l[" 28th Aprili—General direction, S, E. and E. TLeft camp at 5.15 aar
bkl and procesded south-east down the plain. The border ridges are thickly

oy eovered with trees and broshwood. At Zarna isthe richest soil of the valley,

Nk _ \\;'uturl'tl ]I; a series af fine springs from which a strenm issues, called the

rr'i'rlr-:lhi- b Chashm-i-Zarna (3,5807).

4l E‘: From Zarna we turned north-east through the Gurma-i-Znrna Pass.

¢ i The narrowest part is 80 to' 40 yards wide with steep shulving sides topped

| - with elilfs. B)‘ ciuuring the stones o gﬂml eart rood could Le made,

:‘ ﬂl:dﬂtm From the mouth of the pass emerged into the small grassy vallny of
e Bankur (3,915}, and turned cast across it. Lo the south lies the wooded
dm'lq' platean of Asmanabad on which is the site of an ancient city of large size.

;:J"y’f!‘ We passed a steny wooded ridge by & rough track, crossed a broad neck,
Pt forming the wabershid between some fine valleys stretehing north-west and south
of cnle east.  And folliwed o path through a thick forest of fine ouks now in first leaf,
Bt Jit At 13} miles encamped in a small busin shut in by hills ealled Chare

Ve LA milia (4,500) cloge by a small cluster of Kurd tents,

I:‘ '?:u;'i'[‘rl Kalaja Knk.—In the afternoon I elimbed to the top of the Kalajo Kuh, a

“.'Iﬁl'llli'i‘lT"Ll.’. rangs lying east of the camp from which s fine view could be obtained.

ey The hillside is compored of sheels of gray limestone rock -eut up by deep

atlat 8 ravines and almost bave of trees, The sammit of the ridge is from 7,200

Mhe ice to 7,500 above sen level,

kel pesk Katehat Kak~—The general divection of the Kalaja ridge is 134° to the 3,9
o south and $06° towards the north, where it joinsa lofty rounded summit ealled

I“‘f"[;m:" the Katchal Kuh., The peak of the Katehal Kuh is 7,5007, = ]

',L":U u;'f In a direction 134° runs a grassy valley 3 to 4 miles wide and abont 25 miles

it bl !ohg.uftur.whlch the berder hills close in, A road leads down this to Harun-

o il abad crossing the Kalaja Kuh some miles farther to the ghuth-enst. No [—

of lad villages were visible in this direction, only  few Kurdish tents,

fins e The pass is gaid to be more difficult than this. We met & caravan today
Asmaniiet which took this ronte.

of Nuie It is four stages to Karmanshah—

1. Gavvar (south-east end of the valloy). 3. Mahidasht.

+ fithe i 2. Harunabad. 4. Karmanshal.®

sater 4 0 This joins the main road ot Harunabad,

el Gavvar is a very small villuge ; few supplies are obtaipable, and those

iy W from Kurdish nomuds.

i ks 1 Munight Kukh—Manisht Kuoh bears 1567° from here.  The summit is flat-

s, o8t topped and about 9,500 above sea level. Beyond it lay the craggy ridge of

ot Teper the Gatcha Kuh., Both were thickly covered with snow. Sloping from

| e 0 Manisht Koh towards us was the Asmanabad platenu wooded and crossed by

’ several small ravines, To the sonth-east dividing Iwan from Dehbala valley

il M were some very steep ridges. The sharp ridge of the Tulwari-Khuda was

¢ tha il visible on the horizon. ;

I i Bounding the Bankar valley to the north was the Gumir Kuh rising to about

1 he et 6,500 the north side of which was a slope of about 25° and thickly wooded.
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46 'I
Chillar Tulley.—Between the Gumir and the Kalaja Kuh is the Chillay I Ce
valley up which a rond from Gilan runs,  The south-rast slope of the Kalaja ot
wis a steep senrped slope Inoking impassable, ]
The Chillay valley is about 20 miles long and 4 to 5 broad containing fine dat
pasture ground, The centre of the valley bears 305° from here. ol
28th April.—General dircetion, E. N. B, Left camp at 7-15 aa. nnd |
commenced the ascent of the Kalaja Pass, a rough track winding among bt
houlders and skirting some craggy ravines. By carrying the road to the loft ]
an easier gradient could be found and, if cleared of stones, could be made inta * £
a fair cartroad. L -
At the top of the ridge the hawthoro was in bud, while at the bottom =
it was in full leaf. At 8 aorn the summit was reached (6,325). : 4
The rounded summit of the ridge rose 1,000 still higher to the south-esst 1
(7,300). !
From the summit— c’f'lj
247° was the bearing of Jabal Daimuri over Muarenna camp. ;:",.'
315° to the Kachal Kuh. 1
Frem 10° to 15° was a lofty range, the Avroman Dagh, and mountuing near e
Sihna, both thickly coversd with snow. =
From 40° to BU° was nnother snow-coverail range, the Baluch Kuli and Pargo 8
1 Kul north of Karmanshah. rushi
Wa began a rough winding descent down a steep slops thickly wooded L}
I., with oaks and hawthorn, . It was much steeper than the ascent, and at 1
4 the foot (5,8607) we emerged into the broad grassy wvalley of Gonar miag
ol Gavvar, e
| There are several springs along the foot of the ridge, and a small stream vilkt
1 | 5 runs south-sust down the centre of the valley towards the A b-i-Chenara. Ruki
'y One cluster of Lants was the only sign of life in the whole valley. i
I Gouar valley runs 130° for some 20 miles, and the ridges then elosa in. The =
L village of Gouar lies in that diveetion at the head of the valley. A little stream fin
ﬂ;m-s south-east to join the Ab-i-Chenara at the Tang-i-Salim (see Route -I‘
I1). |
In a direction 805° the valley closed in at about & miles from here. A pd
broad track used by nomads leads up townrds Gilan, ]
(alafa.—Two miles up the valley was the ruins of o large brick serai i
| ealled Kaluka which existed when this was a more frequented route, J
| Several large tumuli on’ the stream bank point to this having been a popu- wiy
! I lous district in ancient times, 1t might be so now except for the lawlessness
Y of the tribes and waut of any settled government. The northern face of the i
i Kalaja Koh for a mile on eithsr side of the foot of the puss is an almost ' Mo
it il vertical sheet of rock. f 1
IF Gouar valley is 3 miles brond and containg a rich gravelly soil with good ¥l
L grass at this senson. T
Tang-i-Juimark.—Crossing the valley at 8} miles we entered the Tang-i- ‘
Juimark (55,3607, o gap in the range 100 to 200 yards broad, There are the ™
i,l | remains of an old masonry wall drawn across the pass, a defensive post at L]
t‘. i some former time, |
Wl E _From the mouth of the pass the road bifurcates ; one a very rough teack ::
=1 li going straight over the spurs of the Bend-i-Nua Range to Karind, and ]
"‘| i another which we took more to the eastward towards Harunabad, Tivo men i
L ..; foot were met here, who said they had left Harunabad five hours before. n'_:
sl '
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Hoa g,
ey ‘Crossed another small valloy on leaving the Tung and ascended a low
wooded ridge (3,715").
Usinfngfy Tirao Falley.—Vrom the summit a short steep series of zigzags led into
the grassy valley of Tirao where three large Kurdish eamps were found, with
15 1y whom we halted. 3
ling um A direct rond to Haronabad runs down the Tivao valley erossing the Cha-
10 the b labaca Ridge. The Kurds here talk of Hurunabad as Hernawr.
¢ Tirao valley is 12 miles long and 4 broad (5,385), the genoral direction
Leing 3097 up and 1158° down the valley. All these valleys run in much the
the ki same direction, and are parallel to each other.
A small stream Howing north-west mns along the north side of it.
*sinthag This joins in the upper waters of the Alwand in the Bishewa plain.
30th April.—General divection, east and north-west., L&t camp dnd
eommenced ascent of the Chalabaen ridge (5,780') on the north side of the
valley, and erossed a broad plutean at the summit dotted with a few low trees,
From thers we commenced a gradual descent following the line of a small ravine.
s i The soil is a rich loam, withput cultivation or villages ; the ruins of some
stone buildings were passed in the valley.
a0 Py Several ints of nomad Kurds were passed with their flocks and herds
making their way towards Karmanshah, They were Kallurs moving up from
Iy wonddd their garmsic at Zohab, .
ity and TLung-i-Simaleo.—~'The ravine which we follow is narrow in places, hut easy
tf G going ; at the lower end is a narrow vift called Tang-i-Simaleo, through which
! flowed the Ab-i-Karind.  This was sgain met on Boute 11 in the Hurassan
mall s valley and there called the Ab.i-Chenara and is ove of the teibutaries of the p\
IR, Kerkhah,
5, Khorassabad. —Torded the river, and at 10 miles turned north through a ‘ -
ot ] gmall ravine and we found oursslves on the main road from Baghdud to -
ittle 'E;‘ Karmanshab near the small village of Khiorassabad (4,5007).
I From here to Karmanshah is three stages throngh Harunabad ; and the j—
e rond & well known to travellers. ‘I'v Harunabad it is 10 miles, and to Kar-
b manshah 50 miles,
brick e We turned north-west in the direetion of Karind.
2 After 2 miles from Khorassabad we loft the narrow gorge in which the road
WL ran and emerged into the wide valley of Kavind.
h'l"‘"*“ Round Khorassabad waere the fivst houses and corn fields seen since leaving
fce ot ¥ Mendali six days previously. : .
a0 s The country to Menduli is entirely depopulated, except by nomad tribes,
: With a settled government the couniry could be repopulated, and old trade
Jwith routes reopened.

The road through the Karind valley is stony, but fit for earts. Culverts
the Tt over the seversl little strenms are badly needed, as the mud in this soft soil is
hery 27 deep and clinging. ¥
ire p s A few small villages were seen on the plain to the south, and plonghing

wos now guing on. The road follows the line of the telegraph, consisting of
urh b8 one wire on wooden poles in a wretched state of repair.
Gy ¥ The country was quite bare of trees, a contrast to the wooded valleys
Toosé through which we hndq]at,nly passed.
i At 10 miles reached Karind: (5,4107), where we halted.
“ s gide Ao Sa duad ) il s JOR/L/PS/20/144 1o el
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[ Route No. II.—From Karmanshah to Kut-’l-Amara via’ 1
P" R Dehbala and the Pusht-i-Kuh. -
(| K | B0tk to 30k Augnat. vih
2 5 y {rom
il — — |
Vi | INTANCE, s, |
,’ | ,__1_1 FTANCE, 03 & S
LA | Baidu, m:::ll:z ﬁ-::hlmlullu e
i ’ [ ¥ Intormediato. Total. ! i
i . _ ) = [ @
.| #
I Zeilan 5 975 15 15 410 |
| Pelangir 050 24 30 3409 thet
I} Chardowsr ... w| sw| o6 17 "
i | Delibala o0 80 0 13 &
| (4 Kormpi Koh ... 475 16 112 847 :
| Hussainiyon = 700 a2 134 4 Wir
r“ f Bodrui 700 | 29:5 1565 21 bridy
1) Jeansn 275 | 1 1Wwos| s i
i KutlAmorn ... 1125 a0 05| 858 Wt
b ' -
— = |
['ﬁ 20th August.—General direction, 8. Left Hassan Agha’s houss in iy
il Karmanshah (4,780°). Drove as fur as Dilkusha; his summer residence 1
eitusted among orchards and gardens in the deep valley, which runs south of m,
the town. Wo left the tuwn by the north side, making a wide détour to wi il
) avoid the narvrow strects, . S
| 'N- The valley extends 5 miles south of the town, and is about a mile wide A
m bordered by rounded hills, Down it flows a stream from lnrge spring, usel
1 which supplies the gardens, and eventually the town being led through the fi
strects of the town by several small channels, uil
Mulberry, wulout, apple, pear, quines, plums, apricots, figs, pomegranates, b the
grapes and melons were the viirious fruits grown. teme
The rond led between bigh mud walls which separate each orchard. ply
Ou passing the spring at the head of the valley, the rond ascends gradnally .
a low runge, the Safed Kuh, through a succession of rounded hills (summit of limes
ridge 5,8657).  The hillsides are withered ap, but the soil is rich, and in spring &
grassisabundant. Some patches of mnize and wheat stubble passed.  The i s
descent from the ridge is steeper than the ascent, and stony and rough in tongh
I places. Hassan Agha sometimes drives by this road to Zeilan, I
| Soil is a light cluy. A loose shaley limestone rock eropg up here and there, tils
- At the foot of the range entered the upper end of the Mahidasht plain. tw
s ]! Zrilan.—At 15 miles halt at Zeilan, a village with a large orchard and Lo
vineyurd on a stream, called the Murad Su, which flows down the centre of mi|
the plain, W.N.W. towards Mahidasht. On passing Mahidasht this stream s
| makes a bend to the north and forms the head waters of the Kara Su. At el
H . this season the villagers desert theit houses, and live in hooths of branches and “the ¢
il dried leaves set up on the plain elose by. Corn has just been harvested, and 4
= ‘ f stacks were waiting to be threshed. The plain is 6 to 8 miles broad, and ean of th
= , ! be scen extending N.W. townrds Mahidasht for some 80 miles and S.E, for 8
i about 8 miles where the hLills close in, Vhat,
i b
R
| S
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‘ rany, |
. L) |
L]
40 |
g = . . |
"The soil is very fortile, and grows good wheat erops. The plain is quite ‘
treeless, as is also the range south of Karmanshal, |
The Kub-i-Lanawan, bounding the plain to the south-east; is covered
with low trees and shrubs.  Most of the firewood for Karmunshah is brought |
Srs from it and the Vardalan Range further south, i
| These ridges were probably well wooded once, but a process of reckloss |
b denudation has been going on' for years, and conseq ueni;l({ the steepest and
| Fie most inaceessible portions of the ridges are the best wooded.
Large herds of cattle and shsep were grazing on what they could pidk ‘
——_ ? Crops of maize, melons, and vegetables are grown in the irvigated land
| o ong the stream banks,

| Weather clear and bright. Temperature 55° at 4 o3, and 87° at noon in
I the orehard.

it A considerable difference of temperature is noticeabls in these districts, the
[ n nights being much cooler than the days. Marching was pleasant, exeept for
| the glare on the plain at midday. | ,
[ iy 21st August.—General direction S.8.W, Teft at 4 aw. Cross the I
: Murad-Su and some deep irrigation cuts on either bauk, which had only foot
M 5 bridges.
4 ﬁd isa broad track heading towards the rounded ridge, bonnding the plain
0o to the south. This is the Kub-i-Lanawan, and 10 miles along it to the
U north-west is a high rounded summit known s the Khurkhur Kuh,
Kihurkiur Pass.—Ths Khurkhur pass, by which we ascend the ridge, is an
K hoos s easy gradient, cut up in places by smull ravines eaten into the soft shaley soil.
t resid This i#'a well frequented route. Several mule and donkey caravans were
1o siuthi met, carrying firewood or charcoal into the town from the Vardalan Kuhj;
* ey and the finer kind of lime (getch) used for the decorution of Persian houses,
Several springs in the hillside and a little water in the ravines,
i At 8§ miles rench the head of the pass (8,500, and a small spring is A\
“;f h :L:: Kilandasht Falley.—Descend into head of the small valley of Kilandasht, \.—.—:
i and pass a little village of that name hidden away in a rocky ravine, } mile
-, to the north. It is said to be o nest of robbers. ~ Descend sharply to o lower
g terrace of the valley near Angiruk (5,280°), n cluster of huts near a shallow P
i pool with water bubbling up through the gravelly soil,
;'_"_'né‘,r The track is a series of narrow zigrage, descending for 330 feet over while
pery limestone much cut up by the action of the weather, |
e s Several paths bifurcate from the Tang-i-Khurkhur, one going direct over
““""FE a stony ridge to Harassan, a village passed later on. It is a shorter, but
el 4 rougher, route than that we take.
¢ matd Lang-i-Shant.—The road follows o marrow cultivated vallsy until at 15
miles a defils in the ridge to the south is reached, called the Tang-i-Shani
nand i (4,900, The track is rough and narrow between shelving rocky sides,
it phaa partly in a small stream bed between boulders and lurge stones. 1t is level,
eburd and the bad portions might easily be improved. Thero is o spring ut the
be cai2 southern end of the defile, from which runs a large stream which turns two :
Ahi 08 water-mills, Two miles after leaving the pags, Shani village can be seen to |
m s A * the east at the foot of a tumulus, with the ruins of a squars mud fort. [
ranchi s Shani Faliey.—The road is now a broad level track, skirting the east side |
e 8 of the Shani valley 2 to 3 miles wide, '
of, sedet Several villiges were seen, and the district is a fertile one, producing [
155k wheat, barley, maize, hemp and varions fruits in the orchards. This district I
is part of Hassan Agha’s property, and bis vakil with us was sufficient to
VOL, I, H
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ensure supplies being readily brought. The people are Kalhur Kards,
Water supply is from several large springs at the foof of the r;:lfu. Rock
isa grey limestone with nearly vertical strata. The ridges gradually become
more rocky and of a less rounded appearance than near Karmanshah,

Pelangir.—At 24 miles halted in Pelangir (4,725%), a village of 50 huts
with a small erchard, at the end of a low stony spur running up 110°,

This is a good mule-breeding district. The headman of the village owned
n drove of 40 fine mules. At the opposite side of the valloy lies another
village called Maidassar, at the termination of & long rocky ridge. To tha
west lies a fine valloy, 4 to 5 miles broad, running up north-north-waeet for
some 50 miles. Itis bounded by steep rocky ridges, and joins the Pelangir
valley, lower down. A large stream, the Ab-i-Karind from Harunabad, flows
down it known here asthe Ab-i-Chenara. Numerous herds of sheep and
cattls were grazing on the withered grass on the hillsides.

Weather sultry and oppressive, with etrong westerly wind. Mornings
eool.

Temperatare 55° at 4 a0, and 95° at noon, :

22nd August—On leaving Pelangir, the road crosses two Jow spurs
from the stony range to the enst, and at 8 miles enters the walley of
Harassan (4,6007), in which is a large village of that name. Crops of Indian-
corn, wheat, melons, and fruitsin a large orchard surround the village, watered
from a large spring elose by. There isa square fort with mud walls in a bad
state of repair in the village. This marks the limit of Hassan Agha’s pro-
perty, and also of the settled section of Kalhor Kurds. In the hilly region to
the south-enst are the Akhur Lurs. The distinction between Kuords and Lurs
is not well marked. They are both a different type from the Kurd farther
north and are much darker with more Jewish features. They wear the
Persian dress, the Kula-i-numdah and Jong eoat, and have no distinctive dress
like the true Kurds, In religion they are nominally Shias but really have a
religion much resembling the Ali Allahi sect or Kizilbashs, The fribes of
Kurdistan proper are Sunnis, _

At 8-80 a.x,, the temperature was 09°, and on reaching the top of a small
spur an hour later, a sudden chill brought it down to 56° .

After the Harassan valley, a low ronnded ridge was crossed. The Ab-i-
Chenara lies 1 mile to the west, coming from the direction of Karind and
Harunabad, passing through a rich district in its course. It receives numerons
small tributary streams, and the conntry is well watered.

Hamazada Ziarat,—At T4 miles the river passes throngh a fine gorge
with steep perpendicular sides. On these cliffs is the Humazada Ziarat, a group
of threa conical-shaped tombs—one on.the erest and two in the valloy—sut=
rounded by a thick grove of onks. The branches of these trecs are never e
or lopped ; and consequently they were the only trees in the landscape.
branches are hung with coloured rags and bits of clothing, whicl mcr fira
ler on passing by hangs up. : i

Fardalan Range—These ridges form the commencement of the Vardalan
Range, a series of high parallel ranges running north-west and south-east,
The rock is hard grey limestone ; the strata are well marked, and occasionally
stand out perfectly vertical. _ _ ;

Although stony, the soil is rich, with some fine trees, 80’ to 50 high and
8’ to &' diameter, usually in the most inaccessible places, Most have been
usedelo: ﬁrewom{.

@ principal trees are Zalud oaks, pistachio, hawthorn, and numerous
shrubs and undergrowth, = .

BRITISH
Avyan

14

s gide Ao Sa duad ) il s JOR/L/PS/20/144 1o el
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000046 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

ool e ; ‘ . , s . .
LS OV AAA Lagish ) Jasal (o B30 (B i Ay (utd 334 g Jladig i S g ¢padl ) D A e Saiul™
La5al) 3kl g s Sl Gaall Ciua gy gy AT 10 oY) alaall Clalaa 23 g LAY £ 8 (Jaiga . i pdlall
(PYYIV ) [S™F] YA+ (Cpaaill g Aaay) &8 B 1) el JLASuY) £ 8 1Slasd Lgda

BRITISH
Avyan

Ve A gide Ao Ss Aad 1 il 8a [OR/L/IPS/20/144 (as el
http://www.qdl.qa/As »V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000047 :4mad il ki 43S e el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyigll jnd dsisa
LS OV AAA Lagish ) Jasal (o B30 (B i Ay (utd 334 g Jladig i S g ¢padl ) D A e Saiul™
La5al) 3kl g s Sl Gaall Ciua gy gy AT 10 oY) alaall Clalaa 23 g LAY £ 8 (Jaiga . i pdlall
(PYYIVY) [BYF] VA (Opaill g AaaY) il 310 el LASuN) £ 8 1Slasd Lgda

BRITISH
Avyan

vy s e e Sa dad ) L4 G JOR/L/PS/20/144 s Al
http://www.qdl.qa/As »V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000048 4 il ki 43S e [ el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

=
o
-
>
=

=
2
=
o
o

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FYYIVY) [s7€] ™V AS + cCpsailly

51

At this time of year the grass is withered, but in spring is very rich and
sbundant (see Routs 1). Green maize, stalks and barley are used for fodder :
now. 1

The passage of the Vardalan Range is difficult at any point, and uear
Chardowar, the southern slope, it is an almost perpendi sheet of rock '
extending for a considernble distance.

The ridges ave very steep with ©“razor-cdge ™ summits, and the road might
aptly be compared to the track of an ant crawling along the teath of a large
Baw

Tang-i-Salim.—The Chenara forces its way through the range by a huge
chasm called the Tang-i-Salim, each successive ridge being divided {;y n wft

extending from the top to the bottom of the mountain, bordered by stupendous

cliffs, A path s by the river bank, but is said to i;e unfit for

mules.

Momunai.—At 9 miles the small village of Momunai was reached, situated at
the foot of the first outlier of the range (4,65607); and from here we commenced to
cross two steep jagged ridges thickly covered with onks and low serub ; extreme-
ly steep gradients, and the track very rongh. The snmmit of the first is 5,640,

At laﬂ-[I miles the second (6,010) is reached, and the head of a valley, 2 miles
wide (5,495") traversed, in which are two large s||1ring3.
From here we followed diagonally along the ridge (6,000") heading west.
The track is rongh and stony until the southern edge is reached when the
descent becomes very steep and toilsome leading first down a narrow ravine,
among huge boulders, through low shrubs and undergrowth, then n steeper
slope, of a jumbled mass of broken sheets of rock and boulders, sometimes over
the smooth bare surface of the underlying strata. 1 took one hour to get down
on foot, and the nnimals 1§ hours. The total descent was 1,810 feet. There
was no definite track, numerous émall ones leading in every direction among N
the stones; the mules found their own way, aud the horses had to beled d
earefully. -4 ’

On either side of the s the ridge is o gmooth hard sheet of rock, of
vertical limestone strata, and it would be impossible to make zigzags to
improve the path into a cart read, or make it passable for artillery,

The ascent would be very trying, and would take ab lenst three hours. t—

Chardowar Valley—At the footof the passlies Chardowar valley (3,150,
We followad 4 track across some low undulating spurs to the village where a
halt was made by the bank of the Chenara river which had emerged from the
Tang-i-Salim, and flowed east along the southern side of the valley.

'he village consists of a few mud huts near an orchard, during the summer
the people had gone into booths by the river.
headman eame to offer the diwankhana of his booth for my use. The
interior is like that of the ordinary blanket tent, The outer walls are formed
of several upright trunks, interwoven with boughs and the roof of thickly
woven branches ; reed mats are placed round the walls inside the boughs,
and the interior 18 inrﬁtinna& off into smaller rooms, viz., one for women's
quarters, another for the kitchen, another for the young ecalves, &e., leav-
ing a central portion to move about in, and a pillar on which to hang the
inevitable Martini Peabody rifle, saddle, and accoutrements.

Oune end of the roof projected and formed a small verandab, divided from
ths rest by a reed partition. This is the diwankbana for receiving visi-
tors and is usually carpeted. Tle read matting is woven with various patterns
of eoloured worsted, and stands about 4° high, The headman’s house was Ly
[ar the largest, being 50 long by 20 wide,

n2

vy s gk i Sa dmd ) 12 Ga IOR/L/PS/20/144 1aa sal
http://www.qdl.qa/is =V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000049 i i jké s e e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FAYIVY) Y E] "VAS . (cpsailly

52

The poorer tents ava very much smaller and meaner. ]

The ?:ulnlo were engaged in cultivating the small patches of maize and
riee slong the river bank or tending their flocks, and seemed peaceable.
Letters or a guide from Hassan Agha in Karmanshah are necessary.

Routes through the Chardowar Valley.

The Chardowar valley lies immediately south of the Vardalan Range, and
i § to 0 miles broad, crossed by numerous low undulating spurs,

A rounded ridge, the Charmin Kuh, separutes it from the Zangawan
valley immediately to the south. The Ab-i-Chenara skirts the south side
and a stream from Zangawan, flowing through a deep gorge in the Charmin
Kuh, joins it balow Chardowar. To the south of Zangawan lies the Sirwan
valley, separated from it by a low wooded ridge (ses sketch from summif
of Vardalan Pass). Beyond this rises the Gatchn Kuh, a lofty range, the
Jower slopes of which are well wooded, terminating to the north-west in Manisht
Kaub, and extending south-east some 25 to 50 miles formed of pacallel ridges
which ran north-west and south-enst. The two low ridges bounding the Sirwan
valley ave outliers from the Gatcha Knb. Situated just over Sirwan is a huge
gap or dip in the Gatcha Kuh, bordered Ly precipices, and looking most
inacesssible called the Mil-a-Gawan, a nume sometimes given to the whole
range. The Lurish word © mil” means a neck or pass. No road or track led
through it.

ZEngawnn valley is nbout 6 miles broad, down the ecentre of which flows
a small river, the Ab-i-Zangawan, through the Tang-i-Zangawan to join
the Ab-i-Chenarn. A green fringe olt? jrrigated maize and rice
varying from § mile to § mile wide, follows tle stream bank. The ridges
are well wooded. A © trea limit,” above which no trees grew, could be
traced along the Gateha Kuh and at the Dalows pass was found approximately
7,120°. The southern entrance of the Tang-i-Salim, throngh which the
Ab-i-Chenara emerges, lies due north of Chardowar, While erossing the
Vardalan Range, occasional glimpses were caught of the river below ina
narrow gorge, bordered by enormous cliffs,

Five miles to the south.cast is another break in the range, the Tang-i-Bai,
theongh which a difficult road leads, said to be unfit for mules, Just
before reaching Chardowar, a horseman of Hassan Ghuli Khan's people passed
through ; buviog left Hullilan before sunrise, came through the Tang-i-Bai,
and expected to reach Debbala that evening,

Hulilan was snid to be 10 farsakhs distant ; but this seems excessive—
probably 7 or 8. 1o a south-east divection the Chardowar vulley seems to
extend some 20 miles, at which point the ridges close in. Beyond this lay
hilly, rough country cut up with deep ravines,

To the north-west an easy route, over some rounded clay spurs, led to
the Asmanabad gn.tean and Charmilia, and from there to Zarnn and lwan
(sec Route I). One way of avoiding the steep Vardalan Poss is to ascend
the valley thus to Charmilia, and then cross the Kaladjn Pass, and reach

nshah throngh Gouvary nod Haranabad, The Raladja is a continua-
tion of the Vardalan Range, and the pass there is ansior.

The Ab-i-Chenara flows along the foot of the north-west slops of the
Charmin Kuh and joins the Kerkhali which comes throngli the Tang-i-Bai at
the south-east end of the Rudbar plain,

28rd August—General direction, W. TLeft Chardowar at 8 aar b
moonlight, and forded the river immediately alterwards, -
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The desp varrow irrigalion channels along the banks were difficult to
cross, The river now is 80 yards wide and 2 feet deep, and wounld in flood
time be o formidable obstacle, There are no bridges anywhere.

The road follows the right bank and is eut up by leakage from the irri-
gation channels.

After a short distance we left the river and ascended a stony track over
the Charmin Kuh. The lower spurs ave easy clay ravines, but it gets more
rocky near the summit,

From the top (4,625°), 4 miles from Chardowar, a good view is obtainable
of the Zangawan valley to the south, to which a steep rough track leads.

Our road trends iingoually down the hill, striking across the head of
the Zangawan valley, and directly towards Manisht Kuh, The Charmin
Kuh is well wooded with caks, some of large size, and a few pistachio and
bawthorn trees.

There is & curious habit here, resulting in the destruetion of the best trees,
Camp fires are lit agninst the trunk, and in time the tree gets hollowed
out in the centre, until eventually the wholeis burnt and nothing but a
shell remains; the whole tree then withers, falls down, and is used for fire.
wood, There is comparatively little sound wood from this cause,

At 104 miles the Ab-i-Zangawan was crossed (4,1057). Most of the water
is led away into irrigation channels. Maize and rice were chiefly grown ; also
“mash,” a kind of vetch,

There is no snow now on Manisht Kuh, but at the end of April it was
thickly covered. Easy tracks lead north-west to the Asmanabad platean and
Zarna (see Routs I) from liere. We followed the direction of a wide valley
gradually ascending. The soil is rich and water abundant. The distriet is
very thinly populated, and the people very poor, eultivating nothing Lu
the bars necessitics of life. Unjust exactions, lawlessness, and want of nny 2N,
settled government are the cause of this. {

The sites of large cities, now in ruins, st Sirwan, Zarna, and Asmanabad tes- L
tify to the prosperity of the placein ancient times, Although enough supplies '
for our small party were readily procured, no large quantities would be available
for troops except sheep and cattle. Corn is all brought from Karmanshah, J—

Lang=i-Duarnan.—At 154 miles we reached the foot of the long ascent of
the Dalowa Pass (4,700") and entered the Tang-i-Duarnan, a narrow rift in one
of the lower ridges of the Gatcha Kuh, Limestone cliffs, honeycombed with
numerous small caves, rise on either side, and the rond narrows to 20° in
places following a stream bed among boulders, This narrow portion is 200
E:nh long, Several small mule caravans were met, and the road is well

quented. They were carrying wheat, rice, and dried fruits into Chardowar,
This trade is local, and no through traflic exists between Karmanshah and the
Tigris valley, Numerous donkey earavans were alzo met, the animals being
the small bluck breed common to West Persia, always poor and wretehed look-
ing, but capable of carrying enormous loads for their size.

The ridge we now ascend is a long spur from the Gatcha Kuh connecting
it with Muanisht Kuh. It is a long gradient, steep in places, and the track
is rongh and stony hetween trees and shrub nnliorgmwllg. Close overhead to
the north-west is the flat-topped summit of Manisht Kuh, the upper portion
of which iz a fringe of cliffs of grey limestone, 500° to 600" high, overhanging
steep slopes of shale and broken rock, well wooded near the base, The sum-
mit is 9.500° above san level,

To the esst lay a wide semi-circular basin bounded by the spur just
mentioned ; the lower portion cut up by nartow ruvines choked with trees and
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buulders overhanging which were perpendicular eliffs. The north-west end of widt
the Gatcha Kuh ends abruptly in an enormous precipics, inthes
Cheni Gutohan.—At the foot of the pass at 10§ miles is the Cheni il di
Gutehan, a spring from which a large stream flowed. e

The road here bifurcated, one track following the contour of the basin, pertof
and winding through a gap in the cliffs at the summit, Tt is a slightly Tl
shorter route to Dehbala, but far mere difficult than the path we took. T

Daloiwa Pass.—From the top of the at 244 miles tg“,ﬂﬂﬂ'} n very feen
extonsive view was obtained. To the north-west the whole of the Zarna valley The 1
(Route 1) conld be seen, Several Kurdish Iliats were now eamped there, wd i
and irrigated erops were planted nlonﬁ the banks of the Gunjir. A steep tmck any B!
led down a narrow valley to the north-west from here into the head of the iy
Iwan and Zarna plain,  To the south Dehbala valley could be seen at our feet, wildy i
spread ont like a map. The descent was extremely steep and rugged, down north
a rocky wooded hillside. [

The total descent is 2,830°, which we did in two hours. The horizontal gt
distance is not more than three miles. iy

The path is a series of steep short zigeags, winding among trees and boul- s
ders, witlra sudden drop here and there of 8" and 4. The ascent must be very Fuli 1
tedious, . The rock is a bluish grey limestone. Several caravans of mules wers Tleis!
met, This seems to be the only road to Dehbala. The country to the south sabe |
west 15 very wild and mountainons, Gurfi

Hassan Ghuli Khan’s vakil, with 50 horsemen, came out to meet us at the sliyn
foot of the pass as escort the remainder of the way into Dehbala. At 30 H
miles from Chardowar the Wali’s house was reached (4,9657). 8,000

Hassan Ghuli Khan's house is the only stone building, his retainers being over ]
mﬁed around in booths and tents, numbering 2,500 in all, He

ear the house is o garden 500 yards long by 250 broad enclosed with a s W
masonty wall 4° thick and 15° high, with corner flanking towers. It is well ety
laid out with tanks and fountains down the centre, and rows of poplar and Hi
willow trees. ; bed,

Vineyards, groves of peaches, apricots and vegetables grow on either side e
with some fine walnut trees. At the north side stands the Wali's principal His eld
n;;idunce, a square fortified building, built of brick aud stone, of 50 yards Un
side.

The outer walls are 30° high, 8’ thick at the Lase, and have asmall cireular hmT:
tower at sach corner,

In the centre is a conrtynrd with a tank, Several suites of rooms open on
to this court. Along the wall on the flat roof is a double tier of loopholes, of Ot
The arrangement of these is peculiur, being simply slits with no splay at all, 1l {b
the upper tier cut at right angles to the wall, and meant for direct fire; the ks
};:wer cut alternately, slanting in different directions, and meant for oblique o

re.

There are rooms with minor courtyardsin the interior, and a diwankhana, !:;
or large visitor’s room, facing the gateway. The rooms are decorated in the frns
usunl Persian style with small pieces of looking-glass and pictures let inte the e ]
plaster at intervals. e

They are furnished with European tables, chairs, &c., and the laxury of ki
the interior is a marked contrast to the poverty and wretched booths of his i
retainers outside, - Beth

The water-supply is particularly good, a large spring from the foot of the nithe

hill being led through the house, and the water bubbles up clear and iey cold
into the tanks, There is a Turkish bath cutsids the north wall of the building
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and a stable inside for 20 horses, store rooms, &e. The door of the house is
in the south wall, and opens into the garden, with a second gateway in the outer
wall defended overbead with a banquette and tier of loopholes. In the lower
end of the garden isa three-storied unfinished building ; a staring, comfortless
gort of place, with rows of large windows, built in the style of the Imadiah
Palace at Karmanshah.

The house and garden are recently built ; and its situation, nsa stronghold
for a feudal chief in this secluded valley, shut in on all sides, is well chosen.
The Dalowa Puss is the only means of crossing the mountain to the north,
and that is steepand difficult, and might be held by a few resolute men against
any number. The route towards the Mesopotamia plin is also capable of
easy defence. To the south-enst towards the Kabir Kuh lies an extremely
wild, impassable conntry, full of deep wooded ravines and erags, while to the
north-west towards Zarnu are a succession of rugged parallel ridges diffieult to
cross. The position at least seems sceure against anything the Persian Gov-
ernment would care to attempt, and the chief may be said to be practically
independent.

wisan Ghuli Khan.—Hassan Ghnli Khan is the principal chief of the
Faili Lurs, and makes his influence felt over the whole of Lur-i-Kuchuk.
Heis known to the Arabs as “ El Fuili,” He keeps up the semi-regal title and
state of Waliof Luristan, one of the former Walis of Persin—viz., Azerbaijun,
Gurjistan, Kurdistan and Luristan, These titles are now more or less in
abeyance in the three first districts,

He has here at his disposal a farce of 700 well mounted horsemen and
2,000 infantry, all armed with Martini Peabody rifles bought or looted from
over the Turkish border.

He chiefly raids into the Tigris plain, and has several times been in eolli-
sion with Turkish troops from Baghdad. The Beni Lam Arabs and his men
are ot a deadly feud.

He is a fine man, with ¢ommanding presence, with a remarkably long
beard, which obtained him the name of * rish-i-buzurg.”

He is about 50 years old, and is now much broken down through drink.
His eldest son is 25 years old, and a Sartip in the Persian service.

Uniil lately be was with the Zil-es-Sultan at Isfahan, and seems to have
been kept there as n sort of hostage for the good behaviour of his father,

The climate at this, the hottest time of year, was fairly plensant;
with the thermometer 91° in the afterncon, with

. nights and early mornings cool.  Townards the end
of October it commences to rain ; the rainy weather lasting about a month,
and then snow eets in and remains on the ground 24 to 3 months, according
to the severity of the season. 'The tops of Manisht and the Gateha Kuh were
eovered with snow in April, but none remains all the year round on any of
thess ranges. There is said to be 2 feet of snow in this valley in winter, g‘hﬂ
tribes then mave down to Hosseiniyeh and the Gusdana plain near the Turkish
frontier. * Yailak” is the Lur word for summer quarters. It is equivalent to
the Persian “ sardsir,” and is known with the same meaning through Central
Asia, * Zozan,” the Kermanji word further north for summer quarters, is
unknown here. .

“Querratch ” is the Lur word for winter quarters, “ garmsir ” or “ kishlak.”
Both Kermanji jand Lur dialects are extremely guttural. The people talk or
rather shout to one another in a piercing high key, and the effect 1s curious.
They are fond of singing and chanting as they go along.

e Liurs are a merry, lighthearted people, very different to the pure Persians.
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26th August—General direction, S,W, Left Dehibala following broad Kaliof
track down the valley through some patches of Indian-corn irrigated by the withs
slream. [
Kala Kiran.—At the south-west corner of the valley is situated a curious burely
hill, shaped like a truncated cone, ealled Kula Kiran, The summit is about Gelam
500 yards diameter and searped almost the whole way round, with only a h
narrow path leading up. 1t is used as u stronghold or place of refuge. i
Our road turns south-east at the lower end of the valley, skirting the foot T
of & wooded ridge to the west. The country is cut up by several wooded alang 1
ravines; the road gradually ascends the ridge to the front by an easy Bel
gradient, ? wande
The stream from Dehbala passes throngh a narrow gorge in the hills at the dadn
end of the valley and emerges again on the Gusdana plain, This is the head AR
waters of the Ab-i-Tursakh. dessalt
At 6} miles turn sonth round the end of the range we have been skirting [
(3,8807). e Pt
The north-west end of the Kebir Kulh bears 15° from here. The inter- tanding
vening country, drained by the head waters of the Gunjianchun, is a series of Thie
ged wooded ridges, intersected by deep gorges, looking quite impassuble, et min
No routes lead through it to the Kerkhah valley. winter
We now commence crossing a sevies of low wooded ridges with steep sharp now 1
summits. Stunted ouks, ilex, pistachio and hawthorn are the principal trees 8u
Rock is mostly grey limestone, with fertile soil between the stones. Tha eent
walleys between the ridges run down 308° to a small river, which we could get i
glimpses of, winding through several deep gorges at right angles to the fachud
yange. This is the river from Dehbala valley, which enters a * tang,’” in the diep 1t
hills bearing 241° from Debbala. No road leads along the bunk of this (T
stream. The
We follow a kind of watershed, several small streams from springs flow- Kergi
“ing east towards the Gunjianchun. The
Marbera—At 12§ miles reach Marbera, 5,195, a large spring on The.
the north-east slope of the Kerrapi Kuh, standing in o ecircular basin Winll
about 14 miles dinmeter, well wooded, and bounded by low cliffs. The Faili Ony
I.];:}lm;a t.;:.mlly make this the intermedinte stage when moving fo the plain from
1 Ube
Abash—Some 4 miles down a steep ravine, on a bearing of 308°, is Atasli, MIE:
a small eultivated basin, shut in with steep hills, on the Ab-i-Tursakh. From from 14
Marbera we follow a broad track, through thick woods, leading over the ri dib )
by an easy gradient. The range to the south-east of the summit is in e
Rerrapi Kuh, and to the north-west is the Sanakehir Kuh. The summits are o
a line of rugged cliffs well wooded (5,%40'). The
Descended the western slope of the hill for a short distance, and then halted I brae
on o terrace § mile broad (3,200), cultivated with u few patches of wheat. piyas
Some Lurs were found who lived in booths on the edge of a mvine and who wmn
brought us fowls and eggs. P
There is a fine panorama of the Tigris plain from the summit of the Ker- m
rapi Kub, it being the last ridge of the Pusht-i-Kuh to the west. N
Wr‘;?;;zsher pleasant ; strong north-west wind from the plain; noon temper- ahug
af 5 : ' L
27th Angust.—General direction, 8.8.W. Left camp, and began descent
of the hill in a general direction of 225° following ﬁl;’; line om Epurs, WZ:I
along & rough stony track, with steep gradient. Trees and shrubs gradually iy

¢ as we descend, and the soil gets poorer,
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2 oy Kul-i-Sultan Defile.—At 8 miles a narrow V-shapad ravine called the
tod by Kul-i-Sultan Pass (3,015") is traversed, the track winding among large boulders
i with a steep gradient,
dagy Tang-i- Golam.—At 5 miles is another narvow defils, 200 yards long, and
Bt g l)ju.r]l-ly 20 feet wide, nud bordered with cliffs 200 feet high, called the Tang-i- !
with alam, .
& " The track follows the bed of a small sircam among boulders, ind during the 1t
12 the foods in spring the road is quite impussable.
al The Tine of cliffs through which this forms the only opening extends all
I along the hillside for 4 to 5 miles on eit her hand.
: Bolow the slopes Lecome easier, and the lower spurs of the range are more
hill s winded.  We follow the line of the small stream which flows at the bottom
fhe by of a deep gorge on the right.
A few stray patches of cultivation were seen on the upper part of the
0 iy descent and the country is quite bare and deserted us we deseond.
Guadana Plain.—AL 64 miles the lowest spur of the ridgs is passed, and
e we enter the plain of Gusdana (2,615%), crossing it in on a bearing of 177°
i’ heading towards the Tang-i-Gunjianchun, \
Vs This is the nsuul encampment of Hassan Ghuli Khan's pesple for the win-
tpeseale, ter months. The remains of old camps were seen; there is plenty of grass in
| winter and spring on the pluin and the low hills adjoining, while everything is
51 thu now burnt up,
sipal b Some strata of gypsum wereerossed containing patches of u flnky trans-
toes, T purent substancs whizh proved to be Sclenite,
sl pe Tang-i-Gunjianchun.—At 19 miles the Tang-i-Gunjianchun (1,490°) was
-'k’-‘”m’i reached. A river of the same pame pmerges from the Kerrapi Kuoh through a
O deep rift called the Tang-i-Dakhursa, und follows the south-west side of the
ot of Gusdana Plain.
. The Tang-i-Dakhursa bears 24° from here, and is 5 miles sonth-east of 'the
Auge e Kerrpi puss along the ridge, No road is said to lead through it. |
The lower part of the plain near the Tang is called Bahnrowan. 25
Ay 4 The river runs in a deep bed, 200 to 300 yards wide, bordered by earth cliffs N
iyt 80 to 100 feet high, We descend o small ravine to the water lovel.
Tl b On either side of the pass are low ranges of a clay formation streaked with . —
1 plis gypsum, eut up by numerons small ravines. To the right the rarge is called
the Kuh-i-Kuluk, and rons and north-west in the direction of Tursakh, and
* i Aok south-cast is the Kuh-i-Kafirgah, which forms the extremity of a long spur
kb, T from the Kuh-i-Annoran, a high mountain range parallel fo and south-west —
¢ {he gle of the Kebir Kuh,
ot il The Kuh-i-Kafirgnh increases in height from the Tang, aud a few miles up
mnali® is covered with low trees and shrubs,
The water of the Gunjianchun and the other streams of this plain is slight-
ot ke Iy brackish, but drinkable, They become salt only when they rench this line of
1 of i gypsiferous strataand are quite sweet before leaving the hills, The same thing
ol occurs with all the streams along the western slope of the Pusht-i-Kuh. Thess
¢ strata extend all the way from Mosul to the Persian Gulf as an out-
e er to the main ranges,
No vegetation was visible now except a fow resds and tamarisk bushes |
- along the river banks. -
3 The road follows the river bed through the pass, fording twice. Conge-
il quently if the river is high in spring, this road would ba impazsable, [
- Another track leads over the Kub-i-Kuluk, suid to be very rough woing,
m erossing severnl small ravines, '
i VOL. T, 1
il
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Hussainiyeh—At 22 miles (1,180°), about half-way through the pass, rench Th
Hussainiyeh, Hassan Ghuli Khan's winter house, on the right bank of the river. mops #
There are two houses near o small fruit orehard. T it
The lawer or dwelling house is 00 yards square, with a tower at each corner, In
and loapholed walls, It is sunk among some low spurs, and is consequentl (ur ¢
commanded from abont 200 yards ranga. The upper houss is about 40 yar afnuil
side, also loophuled with towers at the corners, und is used s a stove, The Marti
wallz are of musonry sat in gypsum, and 3' to ' thick, and the upper part it
crenelated with brick. ble 1t
Date palm were sesn again in the orchard here. The !
d'l'lle liills on either side of the valley rise 400" to 500" above the river alee
The weather is much hotter now after descending into the plain. Temper- o B
atore 102° in the diwankhana of the house. The glare from the Lare hills Ganji
and dusty roads was severe, I
Water from the river was brackish, but drinkable. On leaving the pass it faron
gets more brackish from the gypsum and varions mineral springs aloug the i fid
banks. The stones on the bank were covered with white inerustations. ountz
28th Auvgust—Generul direction, 8.W. Left Hussainiyeh at 2 A.m. in oy fro
bright moonlight. The road, a very rough track, still follows the line of A,
the river bed, fonling the stream four times, Tk
These fords are now easy, but when the river is in flood in spring, thay which

would be impracticable.  The vock is a gravelly conglomerate, and the river
bhed is n mnss of large loose stones.
Kaln Sengar—Near the mouth of the pass is Kala Sengar, a rough stone
enclosure on a knoll overlooking the left bank of the strenm. It is & gool
point for the defence of the pass, and is meant for that purpose. .
The baoks are lined with a few oleandsrs and stl.mmdpnhmhs. Some small TH

springs of sulphurstted hydrogen were passed by the water's edge. ki

The track 13 very rough und stony and my orderly’s horse was ﬁdly sprained ik
yesterduy. In winter this valley is covered with tents of Hussan Ghuli Th
Khan’s poople, and plenty of good grass is to be found then, Now everything 4
18 burnt up, and the country deserted, T

At 8§ miles the valley graduoally opens ont, and the track leads acviss an
open Ehony t!nin, cnt up here and there by shallow ravines, To the north lay
some low rocky spurs, the lnst of the main range. This Kuh-i-Taliman, us it i
ealled, contuing several caves in the cliffs and is a favourite resort of rob-
bers. A man joined us here, who suid he had o few donkeys, and traded in
fruit with Kut-"l-Amara; lnst night he was robbed of everything, and was now

BRITISH
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making his way into Zorbatiyeh to seek redress from the Turkish suthorities. i
Failing that, le thought to enrich himself again by looting some smaller voml;
caravan when he got a chance. Ia

At 10§ miles the frontier pillar was passed, and Turkey re-entered. A high Digfel
penk, the Kubei-Annoran, bore 120° from here. A suspicious-looking group T
of men sppeared on the plain and on catehing gight of them, our escort of eight Wil
Taur horsemen galloped to the front, spreading out into a wide fan, 200 to 300 pactie
yards apart, eireling round with their rifles at the ready, ustil they gradually L
closed in and found out who they were. y anth

"This dash across the plain was a pretiy sight, and these Lur horsemen wnuﬂ kT
make fine seputs. ) tivig,

The Gawi stream joins the Gunjianchun after traversing a narrow defils flowin
in the range 10 miles o the south. 1t drains the north slopes of the Kuh-is fige y
Annoran and the country west of the Kebir Kuh, iogy,

(3
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The soil becomes more alluvial as we go on, and a well eultivated elt of
crops now appears on either bank of the river. Cross several irrigation cuts,
10" wide and sunk 8’ to 8/, generally bridged.
Zorbaliyeh.—At 144 miles entered Zorbatiyeh, a Turkish frontier town.
Our eseort of Lurs from Dehibala would not come in, bt left us ontside, being
afraid of the Turkish authoritics. They were a fine sot of men, srmed with
Martinis, and well mounted. They did not like Hassan Ghuli Khan's rule,
sayiug he ground them down too mnch. They usked if it were not possis- |
blo to take them with me to India, and enlist them in Her Majesty’s army.
i The Turkish suthorities thought I bad dropped from the clouds when 1
i entered Zorbativeh alone,
E Hedrai —Passing through Zorbatiyeh, we strnok across the plain and reachs
t | g+ ed Bodrai (350°) 8 miles further on, where wa camped on the bank of the
o Gunjianchun.
| Zorbatiyel is a place of 500 houses and Bediai of 700 houses, both being
the ps surronnded by date gardens. A Mutasarif with 100 zaptivahs are quartered
dhicg in Bedrai, aud a frontier guard of a Yuzbnshi and 50 men in Zorlatiyeh. T'he
i eountry sround is suid to be unsafe,—on the one side Lur robbers from aver
I8 S0 the froutier, aud on the other “ ghazus ” or raiding ‘partiss of the Beni Lum
b Lt Arabs, who ronm over the country towards the Tirris,
There iz a good deal of trade with Kut-"l-Amara, also with Mendali,
uing, e which lics two stages distant to the north, The stages are—
&
el (1) Toesalh 10 honrs, 26 miles.
ok (2) Mendali G4 S 7 10 hivure, 25 niles,
P Tatal v Bl miles,
Simeand The distanee was also given az 14 fareakhs, N
5 It is o barren road at this time of year with only a ruined fort at Tursakh ;
iy sprsed and the water is all brackish. No supplies available. N, -
wea U The chief traflic is in dutes, fruits, riee and eorn. —
et A voute leads along: the outer spurs of the Pusht i-Kub to Dizful from liere.
The stuges were given as—
dy gt (1) Mal-i-Katabi. [ (6) Delilnea. —
;""""'T"_“- (2} Changulan, (7) Pattak.
muu:.t'».-_' (@) Zarkrani. (8) Tale-i-Abhas.
it 'E,'-: (4) Knfilaju (0) Kerkhah River.
"iilf;:; (5} Kishadaruk. (10) Disfal.
i;u'}lﬂ-“ This route is not much used by caravans.  The villages are few, and only
o Il nomads are met with ; most of the streams are brackis h,
In spring when there is grass on the desert, theve is more trade Letween
o 1 Dizful and Kut. 2 i
e e The Lurs over the frontieg and the Boni Lam Arabs are always at fend
“_l”&:‘; with each other. The summeris the most favourable time for Arab raiding
’“é‘wg parties, when caravans travel by night,
e Large hords of catile and sheep were grazing on the plain now, picking up
T anything green they could find by the canals,
o The date gardens of Bedrai extend some 2 milesinland on either bank of the
e river. Thetown lies on the left bank, and the strewn is now fordableat all points,
i Hlowing in gravelly shallow bed 500 to 800 yauds broad.  Dates, pomegranates,

o+ figs and grapes are grown, and along the river Lank melocs, hemp, beans,
{bs onions, bamias, bajra and badinjan.

12
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The soil ix fertila and the date gardens are famous. A good deal of wheat, T
batley and maize is grown along the river hank, but the general insecurity of fadiet
the country prevents much prosperity or trade. A series of mounds and ruins ikt
ealled Tapa Aks lies to the north beyond the gardens, said to be the Tomb l'““{.ﬂ
of Darius, T N
Tha population nre mostly settled Arabs, with a few Lura from over the !
frontier. They wraall Shiahs both in Bedrai and Zorbatiyeh. The Shaikh of ta
Bedrni is a Sunni, and there are some 20 h of that porsuasion there. offee
The river water is beackish and bitter, but drinkable. The place is wn. (II
healthy on this aceount, and much fever prevails. TIn 1884 the plagne broke o 1k
out in the Mendali, Bedrai and Zovlatiyel districts.  Numbers of the inhabit- it it
unts fled, and deaths were numerons, No other waber is proeurable ; some, o theves
tittle better, was got from a cannl to the south of the place. T
he weather wag sultry and oppressive, hot winds blowing all day from the i
desert. Noon temperature 102%; after sunset 52° and at 2 a0, down to 747, L
Flies, mosquitoes, &e., very troublesome, loro
There iz no way of dividing the distance to Kut, except one short stage to
Jessan (18 miles), and a long one from there to Kut (40 miles). No water
or supplies to be had at this time of yeur between Jessan and Kuf, The dis
tance was given as 10 farsakhs.
29th August.—Teft Bedrai at 2 a.m. escorted by six zaptiyahs, whom =g
the Mutasarif insisted on giving. The road was a broad, Tevel, well defined
track, skirting the river bank, erossing several irrication cuts. The ground
is left fallow for two yeare before crops are again taken. —
Jestan.—At 18 miles at 5-45 s, reached Jessan, also in a date grove on Kiesi
the river bank, Stayed during the duy in the honse of the Shaikh. Tem- N
tare 957 at noon in the house, with hot winds, This is a plice of 400 )
uses. The date gardens srem poorer than Bedrai, and 1t suffers much from Hirkby
Avrab raids.  Water is from the river and eanals, bitter and brackish, but drink- -
able—rather worse than Bedrai. The population are settled Arabs,all Shinhe, 7
Several eattle and sheep grazed on the pliin, fhe i
Left Jessan at 5 p.ar., carrying water in skins, and started across the plajn. e |
Remains of numerons canals and waterconrses were erogsed, for the first 6 miles [ﬂmF
and then a broad well beaten teack was followad over the bure desert. Soil was 7 i
a caked alluvial elay. At 19 miles (9-45 ».x.), marching in bright moonlight, L
we came upon the edge of dry salt marshes, in which the traek becamo i
entirely lost The zaptiyahs lost the road, but by steering by compass from Tlly
bearings previonsly taken from the map, T managed (o shape ont a very direct Bttt
course and hit off the trick again on the other side within § mile. Thisp
The bearing from Jessan to Kut is 190°, and the track runs in almost & bt
straight line botween the two. This is the Suwekjeh marsh formed by the the e
Gunjir from Mendali and other streams which at this lose themselves in My
w

the desert. Pruhab]r some water from the Belid Roz canal also enters it In
gpring time T was told the track has to be found through 3° of water, There wmll
ara other large marshes more to the southwird, into which flow the Gunjinn- eyt
chun and the Changolan, a river emerging from the mountains 80 miles to the o
(]
M

south-enst, and the ontlet of which reaches the Tigris near Al Gharbi. 1
These latter—an lurge sheat of water—could he seen in the moonlizht to
- the south of the route. Ttis only in spring or food time that any surplus ]
water finds its way into the Tigris. willy
The track led over ground covered 6 to 8 inches deep with white saline tide ¢
powiler, through the orust of which the anitmuals sunk at every step. Nota K
vestige of vegetation of any sort could be seen. Borge
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tru:iil" This lasted for 9 miles till midnight, when wa emergad elose to the track
wl _:f Jeading to Kut, and found a small earavan encamped.  Found one of onr zap-
Y e tiyahs soundly beating the headman for not being able to supply us with fresh
nj water from the Tigris—mther an anreasonable procreding.
e The sail 18 again an allavial elay, and u broad well defined track led into
8 21 Kut-"1-Amara, swhich we entered at 5-30 st of the 30th of August, Tutal
g leneth of stage 40 miles.  Stayed in the house of a Baghdad merchant, who
he offered iz hospitality until the arvival of the Britich river steamer.
ek 3, On the 2od September we left Kut, in the Medijieh, and reached Busra i
g IL'.-’ on the evening of the 3rd, This ronte is the eoncluding one of our journey
:’ b but it s been placed ns Ronte 11, beeanze the district adjoins that passed |
i ) through in Route 1.
The weather was hot and oppressive, with a burning wind all day. The
-'T""':‘_ nights were fuirly evol, sleeping on the roof. Temperatare 0% at 6 aorn and
utaif 8%t noon in an underground cellar or “serdab.”  The Beni Lam Arals have
been very troublesome this summer, and have looted cattle along the river bank,
itz
Noms
Thi Route No. IIL—Karmanshah to Baghdad.
Khorassabad lo Sir-i- Pul,
‘1?\;';‘:‘“ Tharason, 1% Mikes. IH.. :
ol dadl Sranek Hours - 1o o "
N ared e i Tabermediare. Totsl. ‘ 2 'm.""
e | : |
Kurind ., Y Xat i 10 | 10 {40
Pai Tak ... o o 05 215 816 30
Siri-Pul,.. ‘ a5 11 480 330

bt e

ool S Two stages and o portion of a third on this route were travelled. Tt is |
the main rosd taken by coravans and pilgrims going to Kerbels to reach the el
Mesopotamian plain from Central Persia, and bas been frequently deseribed

LR

frd 4t by travellers.
. It descends at once the whale difference of level hetwesn the upland e
e conntry and the plain at the Tak-i-Girra Pass, and at the foot reaches the
wk lem villey of the Alwand, a tributary of the Diala, the broud walley of which
e i Intter viver it follows to Baghdad, over sn easy undulating country.
ety This route is of great military importance ns being the easiest for troops to
reach the important position of Karmonshah from the Tigris valley. Tt avoids
ol the eeries of rngged ridges which in other directions separste the central
ool b o platean of Persia from the plain.
I!Ef"‘”[’_ 80th April.—Reached the main road from Mandali and Zarna at the
e r"“ﬁ' small village of Khoraesubad, 10 miles from Harunabad, On Jeaving this we
'»*'7-1 R kept along a narrow stony valley bordered Ly rounded hills which gradually
wjm;’é, opened out to 5 to 6 miles bread into the plain of Karind.
i The road is crossed by several small streams which in this loamy edil
“h';. ) make the erossing places swampy and bad, and small eulverts are badly needed,
amdzh'-_‘ Much cultivation was seen, and ploughing was in progress. A few small
oy 07 villages ‘were noticed on the banks of the Ab-i-Karind which skirts the south
p side of the plain,
hite 5 Karip,—This is & place of 500 houses at the mouth of a warrow
g M gorge, called the Tang-i-Enus, in the rocky ridge bounding the valley to the
if
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north-west. About 1} miles up the gorge is a large spring from which tha
water-supply is brought for the town and into several orchards and vineyards,

The stream runs south ncross the valley and forms the principal source
of the Ab-i-Karind, a large tributary of the {i.arkhah (vee Route IT).

The principal portion of Karind village is clustered round the mouth of the
gorge, and the remainder on the main road  mile lower down.

There are the two serais,—one a fine brick buildivg of ancient date now
in o very bad state of repair, and nnother a' modern one with plenty of acoom-
modation but of & poor sort. A few houses and a small bazar arve clustered
round the serais, and several caravans encamp, in the orchapls. Theve is &
large space for camping a large hody of troops in the grssy valley tu
the south. The water-supply is at all sensons very abundant. Somg steep
limestone elifs 500° to 600" high, bordering the Tang-i-Fnus, overlook the
town. A track led throngh the gorge and over some steep ronnded hills inte
Ganwara, 4 farsakhs distant, 1t looked & well used track. Jones gives the
following description of this road ;

Augwat 20k, 1844 —Left 215 a4 3. goine doe north up o very stewp mcent ovee rough lioe
atomes mnd rock ascending the mige behiml Karind.

At 310 reachid the wonmmit from which was & vory extensive view.  To the north-west st w
short distanee wes the fat-topped summits of the Kalii-Deluhn extending 825° to 840" The
wolitary  hamlet of Bownnlf in the plain of the swe pame lay bwmediotely aodernvatl syl
distant abmut 10 miles ; bearing 3307,

Bearing 75° is o posk of the Kals Knzi Bange seen through s break through which the Abdf.
Zomkan foroes ita way.

Gauwars bears 537 from here,  Commenced deseent on foot at 3-890 finding it as abropt and
difficuit na tho west face.  Crossed the plain of Rownnij over seviral undulating ridgesani aheupt
acolivities.  After loaving this plain, the road gradually ascenids over the lower spurs rannine
south-vast fram the Kub-i-Delaln, Thess slopes are thickly eovered with dwarf onk.

Forled the Zomkan river whow source is in the Bowanij plain at 5-85; at 0-85 reachel
Ganwara. Total four Lours” mnrching, -

Bearing 247° to 257" is the Bend-i-Nua Kuh, a bare rounded summit
still streakpd with snow. 1t is 8,230 fect above sen level, and is the highest
summit in the immediate neighbourhood. Its lower slopes are bare, and
alung the foot were large number of iliat enewmpments, mogtly Kalhur Kurds,
moving up from the plains.

The tribes in the neighbourhood of the Bend-i-Nua have o vary had reputs-
tion as robbers.  Sirtip Ali Murad Khan, the chief of the Karindi Kurds, hasa

od house here.  Ho owns most of the land round hers and as far as the

ishewa valley near Sir-i-Pul

Most of these Karindi Kurds belong to the seot of Ali Allabis, though
they outwardly profess to be Shiahs

From the ridge above Kutind, Manisht Kuh bears 185° and Gatelia
Kuh180°; alsoa snowy peak in the Gatcha Kub beyond Kuh-i-Milsgawan
bears 154°, and ths Cachar Kuh 1867,

2nd May.—General dircetion N.W. Started from Karind (35,4107 in
a dircetion west-north-west along the plain, Passed Harila and  Kholats
villages similurly situated to Karind at the mouth of small gorges in the
range to the noith. ¢

T'wo ruined causeways over small streams wore prsssd which mark ihe line
of the ancient highrond.” At7 miles the watarshed of the Ab-i-Karind, a low
undulation, was crossed and tho head of the Tuk-i-Girra pass entered,

Sir il —There are the ruinsof an old fort called Sir Mil at the top of the
descent (5,400'), and the position is a good one for a post barring the Gpper exit
fromT the Pass, %

AK-1-Ginna Pass—The upper portion of the Pass is a narrow vall
shut in by steep rocky ridges, from 200 to 300 yards: wide, The Ihp!ll:{
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eparsely wooded with low tress and brushwood. The rangs on the south-east
sideis the steepest, and is composed of bare shoets of limestone,

The voad follows a ravine with a small stream and is rough going in places
where the torrent lias enten into the soil.

The gradient i= easy, and by smoothing places where the road has fal-
lenin, wonld be ensily passable for artillevry.  Paved portions of an old high
rum], which used to run down the pnss, nre p.téi.lv(T at intervals, The tele- ;
graph (two wires on wooden poles) follows the voad.

Surfhadiza.—At 154 miles the valley opens ont into o small basin aliout
1§ milea dinmeter in whiel is the serai and small village of Burkhadiza (4,280°),

?}"\E{ Four mileg farther, nfter crossing somo woolded spurs, we reached the
-‘“J'} / hend of the lower or steeper portion of the pass, and turned down ina wedturly i
%/f' | direetion throngh @ wide gapin the range.

T'he total deseant is from 4,200 to 3,1507 at Pai Tak. The litile stream,
the Ab-i-Dern, which wihave been following disappears through a nurvow rift
in the range to the south.

No road exists through this rilt, which is Darely 20° wide, with stesp
overlianging cliffs.

The road was improved when the Shah went to Kerbela this way, but has
not been repaired siee:  The new vosd is led down several zigzags with
Fairly vasy gradients varying from 8’ to 10" in width, with sowe narrow portions
where boulders and earth bave slipped down from the hiliside, otherwise it is
'msmbin Tor artillery, Some of thezigzags (100 to 130 yurds long) would be

e ter if lengthened.
A few hours’ work would make the whole of the rond up the pass avail- 3 ™~

able for gurs.
The ascent is a long pull, steepest at first, of 14 miles from Pai Tak (3,160 —l
to Sir Mil (b,4007),
"The pass easily londs it=olf to defence against a force advancing from the
plain ; the steep eliffs on eitlier ide if lined with infantry would make a frontal e
attack ditlienit.  On the north side s Kuh-i-Zenguelan which culminates in a
flat erest bordered by a ¢liff overlooking the ascent ; while another flat-topped
vidge bordered with steep clifis overlooks it on the south gide, A narrow track
by which the pass eonld be turned leads into the Yarran and Rijab valley and
from there into the Bishews pluin.  'This is rough steep path ensily defended.
To the south the ridges are steep and topped witha line of cliffs which
prevent the pass being turned in that direction.  The road throngh Gilan and
over the Kaladjn Pass, 30 miles to the south wonld turn it. . (See Route L)
A rough teack leads from Zohab through Rijab into the Bowanij plainand
Guuwara.  This is said to be difficult even for mules.
Pai Tuk—At the foot of the pass (3,1507) is the small serai and village of
Pai Tak on the Lauks of the Ab-i-Dern. A carnvan was meb earrying a coach
to Tehran. Tt was in separate pioces, each being attached to a wooden frame-
work which fitted *“ takhtarwan ** fashion on two mules. Two mules could thus
curry a very heavy load on a rough rond.
8rd May—General divection N.W, TLeaving Pai Tak the road would
along the stream vallsy crossing some low gravelly undulations from the f
Kuh-i-Zenguelan. |
The valley makes a deep loop to the south bordered by a steep ridge
topped with a ridge of cliffs, Thisis a long spur from the central mass of the
Bend-i-Nua Koh.,  Another spur éxtends along the front towards Sir-i-Pul
terminating in a narrow rocky ridge called the Kala Daoud range. This %nts
lower and finally dies away in the plain about 3 miles north-west of Sir-i-Pul.
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| Tosthe norih-west lies the fartile valley of Bishewa containing thres small
villages, all known as Charlghar, belonging to Sirtip Ali Murad Khan of
Knrind. This valley is irrigated by canals from the Alwand River and the
Ab-i-Dera.
I At 7t miles (2,5707) the road turns throngh a gapin the Kala Daond Range
|| from 100 to 200 yards wide and § mils long ealled the Mian Kul pass,
il The Alwaod passes through a similar gap 2 miles to the north-west nearer
i Sir-i-Pul.
On the west side of the Misn Kul Pass we entered the Kalashakin
Plain, fertile, but littls cultivated extending south-east to Kifraour valley.
Our rond skirted along the ridge to the right and at 11} miles reach Sir-ic
I Pul (2,0807),
The wholo of this stage the road was easy and pussable for artillery.

8rd May.—Siri-Pul or Sir-i-Pul-i-Zohab, its complete name, is & smull
place of 100 wretebed houses on the right baok of the Alwand, and here crossed
by n gund masonry hndge

The river was o wapid torrent now and oot easily Fordable. On the
left bank are the ruins of & very ancient eity called Dera and afterwards
THolwan.

Thern is a largs serai on the right bank in a very tumbled down eondition,
and along the strenm bank below the villsge are some fruit gardens,

There is a post of a Captain (Sultan) and 200 men quartered heve and in
the watehtowers on the roud towards Kase-1-Shirin.  They am of the Guran
Kurd Regiment and armed with percussion muskets, Thers is a small wallod
enclosure in the villige in which sre kept 4 small 8. B, bronzefield guns of
Teliran manufacture.

The Kalashakin valley runs up 160° from Sir-i-Pul 6 miles wide, bounded
at its upper extremity by some low hills,

The Ee'ud of the valley is the summer pasturage of the Kalhur Kurds under
Reza Ghuli Khan, their chiof, who lives in Hurunabad.

To the north and north-east in the Zohab direction ave the Guran Kurds
under Mubammad Hussain Khan of Gauwara.

The weather changed considerably on reaching the foot of the pass; the
tempernture inereased, and the nights became warmer. Temperature 82% at
noon. A duststorm lasting about an hour came on in the afternoon.

We left the main road here and turned off towards Zohab; ns the
remainder of this route to Baghdad 15 well known. The level of the Meso-
potamian plain is now prul.!u:ull} renched, and nothing but a few gm\elly
ridges, outliers of the main range, ave passed after this, The road is easily
pussable for artillery to Baghdad.

Route No, IV.—8ir-i-Pul to Kasr-i- Bhirin via Zohab.
4tk to 5th May.

PR ——
Srages. ing. Intormediats, |  Total, hour,
Zohab s 375 1300 18:00 360
Kagr-i-Shirin ,,. 800 20-00 3300 383
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4th May.—General direction, N.N.E. A détour wus made north-gast from
8ir-i-Pal to visit Zohab and return from there to Kasr-i-Shirin.

From Sie-i-Pul the road is level to Zohab, At first the track leads parallel to
the Kala Daoud Range and rounds the end where it dies away in the plain.
Thedistrict to the west is Karaboulak, and a large spring of that name comes
out of the rock at the base of the Range, The plain round Sir-i-Pul was
fairly well cultivated ; the first barley that had been cut was seen here.

Some camps of Kurdish iliats were still here but were to move to the
hills soon.  After rounding the end of the Kala Daoud Rangs the road strikes
across the foot of the Bishewa valley and then overa low wutershed into Zohab
plain. A large canul has been cut which earries the water from the Alwand
across this watershed to irrigate both plains.

Any paths leading across the plain are rather swampy because of rice
fields and leakage from canals, Some patehes of splendid grass, mostly clover,
was passed throngh.

Nota single tree or village was to be seen on the plain. Only some
Kurdish iliats wers eamped on the low grassy undulations to the sonth-west
side. A fow patches of barley, wheat, eotton and Tndinn corn, ave grown, but
mueh less than formerly produced from this fertile plain.  Only ahout one-
third is now under crops. Thisisdus to the general insecurity of this frontier
and the constant raiding of the Hamawand and Jaf tribes from over the border.
It is also a favourite spot for the Kalbur, Karindi, Guran and other ilints
to spend the winter.

The only habitations seen were gome clusters of wretched reed hots. Several
canals were choked up, with the water flowing uselessly about the fields.

The rond skirte the foot of a lower platesu or gpur of the Koh-i-Delahu,
which bounds the plain to the north-enst, The lower slopes are stesp and
eoversd with boulders, while along the summit runs a cliff 200° to 300" high
i’:l.ting out as a prominent bluff into the plain.  Thix is 4 parallel ridge to the

Culi-i-Zenguelgn, and is separated from it by adeep gorge und vallay, through
which the Alwand flows, and in which Rejiab and Yarran are situated.

Jouan.—At 183 miles Zohal (2,1007) was reached on a small stream ealled
the Chemisahu, On the right bank are the ruins of the old town of Zolisb,
once a large place, containing now only 100 mud-hovels and o small barrack,
whers a eaptain and 60 sarbaz are quartered.  These are of the Guran Kuwd
Regiment,

Thers wara two large encampments of Jaf Kurds on the plain, who bad
come over the frontier from Gulambar. They had disagreed, they said, with
Shaikh Muhammad, their chief in Sulaimaniah.

The plain of Zohab mensures 10 miles long by 5 broad.  On the south-rast
side is the spur of the Kuh-i-Delabu already mentioned. On the &immit of
this is the old fortrese of Yezdigird, ealled Kala Ban Zards or Kala Yezdigird.
In a direction 50° runs the narrow rocky valley from which the Chemisalin
stream emerges. The road to Junnyo leads upit,  To the northesast overlonking
Zohab isa high bare undulating ridge, with slopes cut up by several mvines,

Tn a direction 850° is & deep trough in the hills throngh which the Sulai-
maniah road leads. Bounding the valley to the north-west are several low round.
ed hills rising to a rocky ridge, which runs N.NAW. till it renches the Dyl

Route to Juanro—This is a hilly rough track of three long stages, of vizit
hours each, given as—

e

i |

D B T

(1) Ali Sultan.
(2) Habiknk Jaf.
(3) Juanro,

VOL, I. K
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Tep
From Juanro to Silina (g.2.) is three stages. ik oot
Also along a very hilly mountainous road, but less difficult than the first foibi
portio, ) . / fwetion
To Ganwara,—The following is précis of Jones’ route from Zolab to A
Gauwarn in Septembor 1544 . galsiie
Tet Stage, Air Khuerar (74 Rowrs)—Tho road leads north by east ot first op o stpoxm vallay, wl
amid thit commenees » Yery mongh gigig ascent of the Kuh-l-Delabio in & direction enst-southiomst, Lmi
the slopes besonilog woodsd near the summit,  Mir Khassar is a small plain just under the west o bl
brow of Dolahn, jplae 08
Uud Stage, Bikjan (4 hours),—Procosded in an ensterly direction to Palun, a Jaf encamipinent, Ml
the ronid betng Tess sboep now, e,
We ronnided the mosk nosthern brow of the Enhei-Delahn, and afier § bour of very steep Jifli- F Then
oult descent rench Kile Zanjir. Aben
Bitweon Palan and Kals Zanjir crosed the valleis of Kam Kowih and Gindi- Kankureh, vk o
The peak of Pir Omar Gadrun neer Saletmuninli bore 8204° from hera. » o dmi
Kala Zavjir isn roined fort oconpyiog n strong isolated position: on tho summit of & natarally " 1
senrped profoction from the nerth-cast brow of Delabu, Bitian Is 1§ miles distant; the read r'" o
passes aling n narrow footpath in & general direstion south-south-enst throngh s tangled onk fores well 1t
guite impussable for loaded mules, who had to ascend by o lopger Lut less diffieult rosd farther i ol
down the slope.
Hihian L a campgrotind on asmall plain onder th vorth.cast brow of Delabu,  The whals "_"'j“u
valley of the Zowkun river, 6 miles distint, s visibla at onr feet. Qe wort
dth Stngn, Gawwara {8 howrs).—Hoal & continved descent tho whole way ovor hill mvine Bbinerut
torrent amd brake theoogh an ouk forest round several abrupt projections from the east fice Rt
of the Delnhin erest.
Also passed through severnl rich valleys, the principul of which are Nerijeh, Darnwals, Girga- lank o
wan, Bindur, Biyamab, and Dashe-i. Mort. Vokiny
Rowte to Sulaimaniah— . 0n
. LIS
The stages were given thus to Sulaimaniah— who tu
(1) Sherkals, 4 to & hours, Iy the.
ot sth
= J i
2 IIourm:}r Sllclchm, 6 hokire Y(ross Dinls River on this stige, Hei
(3) Hallebji, ¥ il 1l
{4) Blahr Az, 8 . . Tebran
Rk T3 Iim frm
(5) Sulaimaninh, L fpere
The Jaf Kurds who had come this way said there were no villages or lefahay,
supplies obtainable this side of the Diala, and that the river was difficult t+ The
cross this senson, From Hallehji to Sulsimaniah were several villages, and Bards 4
sup?liﬂ% obtainable.  Hourin ix a very small village. g th
I'his country has been entively depopulated Ly Hamuwand raiders, and din
now miuy be said to have no settled population. Nomad Kurds pasture in the ihe buse
plains in the winter. maling
The elimate of Zohab plain wus said to be very uvhealthy in the summer ol bad
months. ] Thiy
5th May—General direction W, Teaving Zohab (2,1007) we started v
south-west across the grassy plain following the left bank of the Chemisahu. ity
A few olusters of veed lhuts were passed and some fields of wheat and gl of
barley. The wheat crop will be ripe in another monih. The stremm 1uns in &
broad gravelly bed bordered by oleanders, and at 24 miles the ruins of a large i,
village called Kufi Zohab were passed on the bankes. bug,
The path led through splendid grass and clover, which reached up to the (1]
horse’s knnes. the By
At 5 miles entered a gap in the low rounded hills which skirt the plain to i
the south-west, and followed a small stream. The Chemisahu passes a similae .4
gap 1§ miles farther to the north, and flows iuto the Diala.
"
|
15
"
| o
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The path was easy, over stony undulations ; the soil becoming conglomerate
by with ocensional ledges of sandstone (1,920°), -
To the north the ridge gets high and rocky, and the ranges run in the
1 By direotion of the Diala.
At 10 miles emerge an o barren undulating plain, crossed by several low
P s‘n?lidstona ledges, cut up by small ravines.  The road is sasy over this gravelly
(it soil.
Hbe A similar country extends northward to the Diala valley, which ean be seen
o in the distance.
™ At 144 miles rojoin the main road from Sir-i-Pul and follow it to Kasi-i-
g Shirin. ]
what The road is almost level and winds through gaps in the sandstone ridges, * |
which rise from 40 fo 50 feet aud cross the plain inall directions. From
[T 1 to § mile to the left is the valley of the Alwand, bordered by gardens and a
i g fow frees. Patches of whent were grown on these undulations, and it ripened
ft"&: well in this light gravelly soil without jrrigation. We passed several portions
of an old wall mada of blocks of sandstone about 6 feel square, and oau ac-
fin Tl queduet ent in the rock.  Two miles before entering Kasr-i-Shirio (1,410, 1o
LI the north of the road, were the ruinsof the palace of the Sassunian king,
e Khosmn Parviz
Kasu-1-8imiN.—Kasr-i-Shirin is a place of 400 lonses on the right
T iy Tank of the Alwand with a masonry foit or loopholed baviack on a spur over-
lugking the river, in which 100 Surbaz were quartered.
On wspur at the other side of the village is a loopholed building
about 50 yards equare which was built by Jan Mir, a E ampwand chief,
who two vears ago had the guardianship of the frontier placed in his hands
by the Persians; he was a noted robber, and was placed there on the principle
of setting thief to eateh a thief
He still kept on his evil practices, and commitied several daring robberies, N
while the [rontier was always disturbed, so that an pmissary was sent from
Wehran with a small foree who invited Jan Mir to an interview, and then bad
him treacherously murdered. His followers fought desperately, and weres e
dispersed  with ‘difficulty. His son i now said to be imprisoned at
Isfahan.
The Lrontier districts are at present fairly guiet. Surbaz from the Guran . —

Kurds at Juanro and Gauwara are employed here, and in the watchtowers
along the road to Sie-i-Pul. '

wn Mir's house is now unoecupied. The wallsnre some 4 feet thick ab
the hase with a banquette and loopholes along the top.  Jan Mir intended
making o bazar in Kasr-i-Shirin eovered with masonry arches like in Baghdad,
and had half completed it

There are largs eonrtyards attached to the houses in which caravans
stop.  On the left bank of the river are a row of gurdens and the ruins of a
Jarge serai.  Another new serai was being built of mud and stone opposite the
gate of the fort. : "

The Alwand is 40 to 50 yards wide and 2’ 6” to 8’ deep with a yapid cor-
rent. It can be forded by peopls wishing to eross to the gardeus on the fur
bank.

The main road keaps along the river bank to Khanikin, the next stage in
the Baghdad direction. -

Weather sultry, with hot winds from the north-west. Temperaturs noou
92° 4 rar, 91° 6 P, B2° and 78%at 7 A,

x2
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' h
! Route No. V.—Kermanshah to Mosul via Kasr-i-8hirin % 71,
and Kifri. I'-'.-: g
I | 7k to Gth 41!!]_9’. . ..'|'.\.’I:f'
1 ’ =i b demabd Joge g AL
I ¥ Jeanag
ﬂ } X Ilhmm rnmlu.:| e | Hute por dions il Pt
[ e Sraans, | ing. i mgﬂ:' e (u
- I | Intermedinte,, Tobal. 0
|
I 0 Murkus 3% | 1250 | 1280 393
Shaikh Said ... &5 | 2000 3250 308 I
Kifri 845 i 2650 | 5000 320
This is not nsed as a regular enravan route, chiefly owing to the disturbed Jown 1
state of the frontier districts, but it would be the ensiest and most direet line wihw
from Kermanshah to Mosul. . williee
As far as Kasr-i-Shirin the rond has alrendy been deseribed ; tlis present [ |
youte deseribes the stagos to Kifri, TFrom Kifyi the post rond to Mosul through T
Kitkuk and Arbil is followed. e
Thix would be the easiest line for a rilway going divect from Mosul to
Kearmanshal with a braneh from Kifri to Baghidad wha
7th May.—General direction west-north-west, Left Kasr-i Shirin (1,410 b
and started in a direction 268° overan undulating gravelly eountry eat up b ol
severul dry ravines. We gradually ascended a mnge of low undulating bills % !
miles digtunt from Kasr-i-Shirin. ! 3
From the summit (2,0207) descended an easy path following a long i
gravelly spur. And at 7§ miles reached a broad watercourse, one of several on -
this clope, in which flowed only a small stream, ey
In the valley we pussed a few reed huts of the Benshirn, a Tarkman tribe w
who were cultivating a few patches of Indian-corn and wheat, They talk STy
Turkish. icndh
At 103 miles p'.ui.l-:i-.n‘l a line of vonnd towers abont 15 miles apart which 1“
iz mark the Turkish frontier.  The genvral divection of the frontier line ruus 10iad
197° and 341° along a line of low nndulations. =
In ench tower are 10 zaptiyahs posted® from Solimanish. They ecom- dom
plained la.f many hard struggles with Humawand raidiug parties, and  no piy - 1
for the last year, |
The track is ill-defined, and but little ueed. These low hills are passable rb:ﬁ
at any point for artillery. {13
Murkus—At 12§ miles halted at a small frontier-post culled Murkus ekt
1,0457%. g
& 'l‘hi)s is a Turkman village of 80 houses, and close by i= o strong brick 4
'I,ni]r]ing' 30 _\-':!!'ds |i)‘ 20, with an upper tier of }m)phn ©8, and two eireular Ill‘:ii
flanking towers. - The walls are about 4 fect thick at the base. b
A Yuzbashi and 50 zaptiyshs wore quartered here; who also told of many b
attacks by Hamawand raiders, but the frontier is now fairly quict. They .
complained of 18 monthe’ arcears of pay.  Water-supply is from a karez ; wheat F P-.
and barley is grown on the low hills, and patehes of rice in the wvalleys. ;r
Large herds of cattle, sheep, and goats seon.  Most of the grass is withered |
now. Wenther sultry with a thunderstorm and a few showers; tempor- :
ature 91° at noon, and 71Y at 5 &M ey
Iy
i
X - 1
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T 8th May.—General direction, N.W. Left Murkos and started towards
the Dialn. Crossed the wide gravelly channelof a stream at the edge of a
smull plain now almost dry.  Then ascended a low range of undulations which
B separated us from the Diala valley,
== At 7% miles reached Sulabi, a large village in the river valley. On a
P bearing of 26° some 5 miles distant the Dialn emerges from a gap in the hills,
2k, and spreads out into a wide channel,
b On the left bank isa thickly eultivated district, 8 to 4 miles wide, extending
south-west for a ¢ nsiderable distance. A large canal starting from the gap
8 in the hills wuters this plain.
L ()n the right hank are » succession of low bare undulations; withno canals
L and only a little enltivation.  Finding no raft to be obtained at Salahi, we [
' had to make a wide détonr to the south, and finally found the means of
[ ey muaking one at Shaikh Said, 5 miles further down.
i Severnl lurge villages, Homrala, Shaikh Said, and others, were visible
."""_“I"" down the valley surrounded by a few opchards. There were six mills close by,
et iy eich with & tall wateh tower attached, Some tumuli and marks of rained
villages wurs soen, and the houses in the villages were built of bricks excavated
Fsens from these.
Hhroegh This district has suffered o grent deal from Hamawand raiders. Many
ruined houses in every village, and Shaikh Said half in ruine,
fl 1 The inlabitants ave Bagilans, o sort of half Arab, half Kuard, wearing
- the Arab heusd druss ; they are to be found all down the Diala valley, and
u (L) talk Arabic and Kurdi. At 154 miles we baltedon the left baok of the Diala
oty and commeneed eonstructing the raft.
g kil 4 Dras Rivue.—At the point where we crossed (7857, the river flows
in a stony bed about 1 mile wide, the water straggling over several channels,
ke On the left hank wasa belt of osiers and sedges, § mile wide with several
fermln muddy inlats, diffieult for loaded mules. The right bank was fivmer ground, ~
u series of conglomerate oliffs, 25 to 30 feet high.
o e We fordul two-thivds of the way, neross the smaller channels; and reached
Tues i a gravel bank on the main channel near the vight bunk where we put the rafs -
tugether.
ipet el g'l'hi:  kalak,” or raft, was a veed framework, T feet square, supported on
et 10 inflated sheep sking, pushed and steeved through the water by two men who e—
swim hehind, The current was rapid and in flood, and the raft was taken
They o2 down 600 yards each erossing : the mules and horses swim,
ol The river is fordable in the automn at several points, but the channel
ghanges from year to yeur, and the points of erossing also. I
e These rafts ace very unsuitable ; the gkins require constant mending and
blawing out, and to be kept always wetted. Lurger rafts of 150 or 200 skins
ol i conld be used for crossing troops and guns. ey I
: On leaving the right bank and going 44 miles in o northerly direction,
g bk over a bare gravelly plain, we reached Shaikh Said, a Bagilin village, in a
ot gmall eultivated busin, 3 to 4 miles wide. A fow small canals were seen, and
wheat and barley in small patehes. ) : .
e This plain, which extends to the north-sast of the village, is the favourite
ek Tt winter camping ground of the Jaf Kurds, a very large tribe who migrate into
oo Persian territory for the summer, They had left this neighbourhoed about I
i P a fortnight previous. = X
y o On a bave knoll on the left bank is a large stone hu\Inlmg;_ thq winfer
o i residence of Muhammad Pasha, the Chief of the Jafe. He lives in Sulai-
I - maniah during the summer. 1t is i bleak-looking place, with a round tower
i ’ M
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at each corner and a great number of long windows. Muhammad Pasha isa T
man of considerable influence in Sulaimaniah and thess districts. ki
To the north-past, ender a range of low bare hills, 5 miles distant, could thesetd
be seen some ruins white and staring against the bare Lillside, whieh !
The Diala is also known as the Ab.i-Sirwan, which is its pame in its et
upper course. The frontier follows the course of the river from where the e
line of tawers meets it. A good wheat season was expected this year, but The
the locusts have done a good deal of damage. o,
Weuther sultry with thunder elouds hovering round ; temperaturs 80° at {ie P
5 e, and 63 at b A On
8th May.— Left Shaikh Said (920°) and started in a westerly direction gt
over a bare gravelly plain, 6 to 8 miles wide. It grows good grass in the et in
spring time but is withered now. Several small dry ravines were passed. portd
Gaok S —At 5 miles we crossed the Gok Su, a stream in brond gravelly Ou
bed, about 200 yarde wide. : tiwt
Along the mght bank is the Jabal Khashka, a low range of gravelly hills it |
eut up in all directions by small rayvines rising about 400 fust whove the plain, Be
The more divect road to Kifri led up the valley of the strenm; we tried a abstuc
shorter way and eventually got lost und made o wide détour to the suuth- e |
west, : sty
From the stream bunk followed a path which led over the rounded summit fuond
of the Jebel Khushka (1,280°) and commenced a long gradual descent up and A=
down among small ravines. A little water was found in some of the ravines
and several low parullel rvidges of sandstone appeared in the conglomerats
soil. At 17 miles we reached the fertile valley of Chenimassir, 2 to 3 miles
wide (875), growing fine erops of barley and wheat, A smmll strenm flows
north-east down the centre of it and the south side of the valley is bounded
by a low range of gravelly hills, the Jabal Diwanza Imam, similar to that
which we bud just crossed.
On it was the ruined village of Rahimurka, roofless and destroyed by
Hamawand vaiders.  From here we turned north towards Kifri, passing a
large enenmpment of Baghilun Kurds engaged in cultivating the plain,
Durkbana River.—A wide gap oceurs in the Diwanza Imam Range throogh
which the Durkhana River passed, and the ridge then continues north-
west under the name of Jabal Khurreh.,  Distant 34 miles from Chenimassir T
we veached o brond well-defined track, the main toad from Baghdad to Mesul Theogy
through Kifri. We forded the Durkhana River,in two wide channels flow- Hbnl
ing from a gapin the Jabal Khuskha 4 miles south-enst of Kifri. Bl
Further on forded two other channels of the Chechapan River, from 800 to b take
400 ynrds wide, full of shingle and stones. The soil of the plain is fertile, and T
w good wheat crops. At 264 miles from Shaikh Said we balted in Kifri L
(760').
Kipnr.—Kifri is o place of 8,000 inhabitants (1,200 houses), situsted at -
the mouth of a small gorge through which the Chechapan River emerges Roy
and surrounded by a low mnd wall jo 4 bad state of ropair. Round the town
are a few gardens of date and fruit trees with two large patches of gardens
outside; with thesa exceptions the plain is quite bare of trees, 1
i The Baghdad-Mosul telegraph line passes through here, and there is a 1
Ik tel ph office. knoq
ol | e bugar is small and covered in, with n fair amount of supplies, flour, o it
{§ dates, dried fruits, &c., procurable. The houses aro of stone nud mud, with purty
: I flat roofs. There are fow two-storied masonry houses on the south side built Ireset

of lime and gypsum from the hills close by.

BRITISH
Avyan
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by . :
Thete is a good stone serai on the north side outside the town, A Kaim-
o, makam lives here, and just now 500 Regulars wers encamped on the plain to
the south. They had 300 very fine muﬁ-.s, some of them nearly 15 hands,
Bt g which they used for riding, and formed u sort of mounted infantry for the
b 3 protection of the post roud. There were soma 50 zaptiyabs as well, The
, ly road is much infested by Hamnwands and various other robbers,
The inhabitauts of Kifri are mostly Kards, but include o fow Arabs and
By Jews. The Kurdish white felt coat with long sleeves was generally worn with
the Persian conical felt cap © Kulah namdab” and blos trousers,
o Overlooking the town from the north is a steep ridge of sandstona and
i, gypsum 300 to 400 feet high runaing 295° and 130°, merging to the sonth-
i the enst in the Jebel Khushka, and skirting the plain for some distande to the
i . north-west, i
farely On the 10th the weather was clear with n few clouds. Temperature
i noen 54% Tn the afternoon it clouded over and rained heavily till midnight,
{7 bl with a strong wind from the north-west. Temperature 65° at 6 .y,
o, Briween Kasr-i-Shirin and Kifn, by the route we followed, there are no
il obstacles for the passage of troops except the Dinla River, which would have
atte to be bridged at this time of year. With pontoons or trestle work this could
easily be done.  The remuindir of this routs to Mosul fallows the post roud
iy from Kifii, and bas been séveral times deseribed by travelles. The stages
Tkl e
:;:_:I.I:,; Tuox Khurmatn wen 24 miles,
Taouk N e e Bl 5
Kirkuk ... o avs OB y
sk Altun Kenpri i -
1o 1hit Erbil FORIRE .« N
Kolak S o o asx DR A~
Mosul e i i Tr - H v
— e
Toran o 382 L Kifri to Mosnl.
The total distarce from Kermanshal to Mosul by this route is 348 miles. —
Through Salaimaniah and Koi S:injakeit is also 346 miles, but the mad is con-
siderably roughior, and there are several difficult points for wins (see. Colimed
Bell's Lurkey in dna) ; so distances being equal, the former is far the best
: to take.
”»iﬁ;-l The road from Kifri to Mosul has Leen several times traversed by Turkish
o ke troops aud guus,
el & Route No. VI.—Baghdad to Sulaimaniah via Kifri and the
lﬂ“ﬁ‘; Zagirmma Pass.
b This route follows an almost direct line joining the two places.
- From Baghdad as far as Kifri the Mosul post road is followed and is well
e i1 known, but from Kifri to Sulsimanish- the road is hardly ever used, owing
to its passing through the country of the Humawand Kurds, whose ruiding
w, parties keep the whole countrydn a state of terror. It isan old trade route, and
o, ¥t presents few natural difficulties,
o b The route to Sulaimaniah at present used by cgravans lies through Kirkuk,
~ ;
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11t fo 14th May. M
ey ol
Mrves, e A

Erioed. i I Hete ”rd{m 5(!1’1‘3]
AR | emotiate]  Total, | bes et bowr. Aue
i l.f\ﬂlﬂ:\_"
Rhasly

Ihrabim Khooji e Saa 025 3450 3460 378 =
Gok Tapa 650 23400 G750 853 :.rrqn.-fd
Temnr ©75 17750 500 260 u{":“
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11th May-—General direction, N.N.E.  Left Kifri (7607) and erossed Ther

the broad bed of the Chechupan anil followed a narrow track through the o k.
gup in the hills to the north of the town. 10 o
For the first 6 miles the voad led throngh mounds of gravel and loose stones, 1} miles
crossed ut intervals by low sandstone ridges, rinning north-west to south-enst, duepy i
The teack was o broad easy one, and led through oceasional gaps in thess spother
ridges. meln
The Chechapan river t the Jeft could be seen between the mounds as it Sy
flows in o narrow valley, shut in by the hills, bordered by froit gurdens. A foot of
little cultivation and "a few huts were noticed on the bank. The road forded
emerges from thess sandstone ridgesinto an open undulating country, dotted Kardi
with gyavelly mounds, which gave the appeacauce of the waves of a sea from e
the distance. stanll 1
We crossed several small streams in the ravines flowing into the Checha- gk
pan, and seme good patehes of wheat in the ravines. Sim
Kohiwrmit.—At 8 miles passed the small village of Kobmurmil., Tha bren
inhabitants, as soon as weeame in sight, colleeted, monnted and armed, on & small withered
mound, apparently thinking we were a party of Hamawands, Two boys were Aln
discovered erouching undera bush in s great state of terror. The country ioduy iy
i# almost depopulated from the fear of these raiders, and the villagers have St
constantly to be on the alert. Hireetiog
Kochachapan Plain.—The Koebachapun plain (1,200, o hroad undulating 1t
lateau looking bare and burnt up now;'lies immediately to the north-west of Kifn
ohmurmil. 3 aguidiy
Daowdiyeh Plain—0On the other bank of the Chechapan, and abont 3 miles it i
distant, was a similur plateau called Dacudiyeh.  No villages were visible ; as il K
their usual position was out of sight in some deep ravine, I The
At 15} miles the head-waters of the Gok Su were seen again to the right, winds gb
and & wide plain strotehes down towards the Diala. sy trwn
At 15 miles erossed some verticul sandstone strate which eropped up Tl
here and there. This soft gravelly soil is ent up by small ravines with very steep # sured
sides. Some groen grass still remains in the hollows. | Interlid
Khan Surkhuali—At 16 miles we passed Khan Surkhali (1,440%), & roined Wathiy
serai, once usod as the first halting-place on the caravan foad from Kifri, ey,
At 104 miles erossed a large stream, the hend-waters of the Chechapan tidle
viver. The road is rongh and steep in places owing to the numerous small Chi
13 ravines. A little cuttiog and levelling, would soon muke a road passable for g‘:ﬂ

guns, :

Nota single village was seen or any one met along the road, and the country v u?“
= fohes

seemed absolutely deserted. o
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.

At 251 miles there is a steep desoent and ascent erossing the narrow deep
valley of a tributary of the Ak Su (1,810°. On sscending from the valley
the Ak Su could be seen flowing in 4 deep rocky bed about fmi!u to the left.
Several sandstone ledges erop out here, but are easy to cross,

An easy descent mow began over some rounded gravelly spurs, which
brought us at 30 miles into the Ak Su valley, close to the village of Thrahim
Khanji, now deserted, the inhabitants having moved into tents further up
stream.  ‘I'he village stands in an open grassy basin about a mile squaro,
borderad by low rounded hills. Below the river enters a narrow rocky valley.

This river emerges into the Tigris valley near Tuz Khurmatu, and forms
a lnrge tributary of the Adhaim. 1t was swollen by recent rain, and 1 was
carried away horse and all by the eurrent in searching for o ford. The mules
eventually found an crossing § mile further down,

There is another ruined village and some ruing of a serai on the right
bank. Down stream tha valloy narrows, and is bordered by some edrth eliffs
1007 to 150° high. From the ford the track kept along the right bank, and
1§ miles further ap we crossed at a diffieult ford, 100 yards broad and 2°6*
daep, with a rapid current.  On reaching the loft bank, we passed through
another deserted viliage. The general insecurity of the country and Hama-
wind raids hus caused these villoges to be thus deserted,

Shaikl Hagsan's Camp.—The road still follows the river bank, skirting the
foot, of same low undlations which border the vallay, and at 344 miles we
forded ngnin, On the opposite bank we halted and encamped with some Jaf
Kurds, who had left 1benlim Khanji, and lisd pitehed their tents here.
The country Lere belongs to Shaikh Hassan of Kirkuk who owns eleven
small villages in the vicinity., These are misernble, half-starved looking
people ; notorious thieves, stealing from each other or passers hy.

Some good grazing was to be had along the river banks, and the grass has
been improving since leaving Kifri. In another fortnight it will be quite
withered.

A few supplies (bread, eggs, milk, and fowls) were procurable, Weathor
today fine, excopt a few showers at sunvise. Temperature 63° at 5 par
Steep earth cliffs horder the river valley, and the soft soil is cut up in all
directions by small gravelly ravines.

12th May.—General divection, N.N.E. Found the two zaptivahs from
Kifri had fled in the night. With great difficulty we obtained a Kurdas
a guide as far as Sulaimaniah, and then left camp, heading in a north-north-
east direction, leaving the river valley almost immediately. This stream rises
in the Kara Dagh.

The rdad on leaving the valley ascends a short stesp ineline in a ravine,
winds along n neck betwson two deep valloys, and then keeps along nn ensy
elay track between low mounds and &t-topped ridges of aandstone.

To the right, in the direction of the head-waters of the river, the conntry
is scored by several deep ravines. The sandstone strata are here horizontal,
inferlaid between oonglomerate soil, which gets eaten away easior by the
weather, and consequently leaves the rock formed into curious flat-topped

. We passed several small springs in these ravines, each denoted IEy a
little elump of oleanders,

Chiazarin Su—At 6 miles, after o sudden steep descent, we reached
the Chinzarin valley (1,420°), containing a large stream flowing 125° towards
the Ak Su.

The valley is § mile broad, and comes from a direction 315% A few
patches of cultivation, but no villages were seen. The stream below this
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is bordered by steep earth cliffs and there is an sasy ascent o a wide grassy
plateau almost level, with a fow Aat-topped ridges of sandstone.

At 12 miles enterad a wide gap in & barve sandstone range, which has heen
visiblo for some time in front of us, and which rises 600" to 700" out of the plain,
running 320° for about 4 miles, and 140° for 1§ miles. The gap is 200 yards wide,
and at the entrance is a tumulus and the site of what was once a {lrgn lace
judging from the foundations of the houses and large stones strewn about.
There are also the ruins of a sarai.  We pnssed throngh the gup, and aséended
stepply a emall ravine alongside a stream fed by numerous springs in the hill-
side. The rock has now changed to a soft white limestone, very porous, and
seems full of eavities to warll; the water,

Kalachuk.—On a projecting spur to the right, we passed a ruined fort
ealled Kalachulk (1,9857). Tt was evidently built to command the gap in the
range, and is in & %od position to do so.

Hatla Dagh.—The road ascends grudually & grassy platean with a wide
ravine to the right. On the other side runs a steep tocky ridge ealled the
Hatla Dagh south-east direction towards the Diala. There is abundance of
fine grass and elover and this would forma good camping ground for troops.
Water obtainable from numerous small springs,

Gok Tepe Ziaral.— At 19} miles we reached the top of the incline (2,715),
and passed the small ziarat of Gok Tepe on a moond to the left. Thereisa
sharp desvent following the side of a narrow ravioe, 340" desp, flowing into a
Larger ravin, on the far side of which (2,400°), perched on the edge of a cliff,
stands Gok Tepe village (23 miles).

Gok Tope—Hore again we were mistaken for a party of Hamawand rob-
bers, as, on turniog the end of a spur opposite the village, we found the chiff
lined with villagers, who opened fire as we came into sight.

On the mules arriving, the villagers beeame nware that we were not the
dreaded Hamawands, and the firing stopped. The headman came forward
with profuse apologies, and said the Hamawands bad been miding in the
district on the previous afterncon, hence they were on the alsrt. The Hama-
wand method of attack is to advance at a” gallop to elose quarters, and then
commence firing, following up with a second rush, which usually carries the
village. Gok Tepe is a small village round o mosque, on the edge of a very
fertile grassy platean, £ to 8 miles wide, which runs south-east between the
Karadagh and the Hatladagh towards the Diala, On the north-west and west
is o vapid descent, broken by saveral very deep ravines, towards an undulating
plain o the direetion of Kirkuk. 1

Karadagh Bangs.—Three miles distant to the north-west is the Karadagh,
a very steep, impassable ridge, which runs north-west und south-east in a
direction 130°, and extends from the Diala almost to the Lesser Zab in one
nlnl?mken line. The southern slope isa rocky wall rising abruptly out of the
plain.

There are three passes through this range—

(1) The Sagirma, which wg cross in tomorrow’s stage, and which goes
over the summit of the ridge. =
(2) The Bazirra pass, 6 miles north-west of the Sagirma, This follows
a small streum through a deep rift in the range.
The Iu?rmms from the Temar and Risholan distrists Bow through
thiis,
(8) The Bozian pass, ‘further to the north-west. This is the principal
dipin the range throngh which the Kirkuk-Sulaimanish road
passes.  This 15 the sasicst of thie three passes.
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Abdur Rahman Pasha, a former governor of Sulaimaniah, in an endea-
vour to make his districts independent, fortified all these passes. A Kurd Jod
the opposing forees over a narrow footpath, which turned the Basianfpuss,
and Abdur Raliman was defeatud.

The remains of the wall and fortifications then erected can still be seen
at the top of the Sagirma pass.

Route to Kirkwk.—From Gok Tepe to Kirkuk is two stages of nine hours
each, Leilan being the intermediate stuge. The country is a series of low
undulating gravel and sandstons hills cut up by numerons mvines.

Supplies are obtsinuble at Leilan, and between that and Kirkuk, but none
on the lirst stage.

Weather has got gradually eooler as we enter the hills, Clondy today. I
Temperature 68° at noon; 55° at 6aa A heavy thunderstorm, with wind

} and rain, came on at 8 p.u., lasting about an hour.

| 13th May—General direction, N.E. Bearing 66° iz a prominent conieal
peak of the Kara Dagh, rising to the south of the pass, and forming a good
landmark.,

Leaving the village, we crossed a grassy platean skirting the edge of I
deep ravine to the left, : I

Sagirma Pass—At 8 miles reached the foot of the pass (2,600°). From
here to the summit is 4 miles and the total aseent is 1,7407,

The ascent is a fairly uniform gradient, with the exception of two short
steap bits about half way from the foot.

There is no attempt ab making or improving the rond. Some longer
zigzags, which-eould easily be cut in the clay and loose stones, would make
the pass practicable for field artillery.

There is a good view from the summit (4,430") towards Kirkuk over a per-
fect sea of gravelly undulations and ravines.

From here the course of the large stream could be traced flowing throngh
the plain towards Tauk. Tt is the main branch forming the upper waters of
the Adbaim river and rises in the district north-east of the Karadagh, passes
through the Derbend-i- Bazirra, then muakes a wide sweep round the foot of
some spurs from Gol Tepe plateau, and flows in a wide gravelly channel west
towards Tauk. 16 crosses the Mosul road just south of that place, nnd then
turns south to join the Tigris, -

The Ak Su rises in the sonth-east end of the Hatla Dagh, flows past
Ibrahim Khanji, and joins the Adhaim near Tuz Khormatta,

Zang-i-Kalakh.—The descent from the summit is broader and easicr than
the ascent, and quite practicable for field guns. Theroad follows a wooded
ravine by the side of a small stream, and the hillside is thickly covered with low
oaks, hawthorn, and shrubs, At the foot of the descent the rond passes
through a narrow rift in an outlier of the main range known as the Tang-i-
Kalakh (8,210°).

The rock strata liere are vertical and of grey limestone and overhang
the rond ina remarkable manner. The trek through the rift, 100 yards
long, follows the bed of & small stream and two small stone bridges carry
the rond over the bends of the stream. The pass is barely 10 yards wide, and
the road 5 feef, and some bonlders wonld require reroving to puss guns throngh,

The lower slopes of the Karadagh are thickly wooded with fine oaks,
and the hillsides are dotted with vineyards. Abundanca of good grass, mostly
clover, at this season,

Dolan and Karadagh are villages to the north and south of the entrance
of the pass,

11
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On leaving the Tang-i-Kalakh, entered a broad valley flled with low P
gravelly hills, which run eastward as far as the Gilzerda Dagh, Sty
Looking back at the northern slope of the Karadagh, the summit was , B
a series of enormouns cliffs, cut up by deep wooded ravines. Except at the pass, inag
there is no path on the right or left, filds |
The low hills we are now crossing form the watershed of the strenms i
draining north into the head-waters of the Adhaim river through the Derbend-i- altiy
Bagzirra, nnd those to south into the Diala. The rond winds up and down in &g
over these gravel hills, and at 14} miles descends steeply into the Risholan 1
anthcm‘:l;r valley. At 174 miles Temar village (2,945°) was reached, where - SBWII'}'-
we halted. 1
Extending W.N.W. lay a fertile valley 3 to 4 miles wids, which we had thick]
skirted during the latter part of the stage. A large stream ran down the A
centre towards the Derbend-i-Bazirra., theg
To the north of the vulley wus a line of low rounded hills, spurs from the s
higher range of the Gilzerdu Dagh, which lay to the east, nnd separated us To
from the Sulaimuniah plain. fd s
The lower slopes of these hills were grassy and thickly wooded, and a few o fo
Kurd encampments were along the foot of them. onite
Risholun and Temar werg the only villages visible. The district, although Temaz
fertile has n very deserted appanrance owing to the disturbed state of the wedh

country. No onewns seen or met the whole of this stage,

Temar is a small village of flat-roofed huts, with the tops thickly covered
with grass, so that, until close, the village was invisible against the green hill-
side. The walls ave of sun-dried brick or stones setin mud. It is hidden away
in a smallside vailey of great fertility ; the slupes are covered witlf vineyards
and fruit orchards, growing pears, apples, mulberry, peaches, apricots, and
plums; wheat, rice, and tobacco also. Ounly sufficient ground was culti-
vated to supply the bare necessities of the village, Some large herds of cattls
and sheep grazed on the hills near. :

This valley would make & good camp ground for a large body of troops,
Water and grass abundant now. Supplies of sheep and cattle would be
obtoinable from the nomads.

Opthalmia wos very prevalent ; otherwise these Kurds were a very fine
stamp of men. .

14th May.—General direction, N.  Left Temar (2,945°) and started up the
head of the valley along a rough track, crossing several small clay
ravines.

Gilzerda Dagh.—At 2 miles commenced the ascent of the Gilzerda
Dagh, a range parallel to the Kara Dagh, but not so high, and more rounded
along the summit which bounds the Sulsimaniah plain to the south-west, and
runs 286° and 150°

The road in the ascent makes o bend to the south round the head of a
small ravine, It is a 10° ledge, and is an easy gradient.

At the summit (3,670°) it passes through a brond dip in the range, and a
sterp rough track descends by Gilzerda village, going in a direct ling to
Sulnimaniah.

We took an easier route, making along incline parallel to the range to the
gouth-east, There is an easy gradient, except near the foot of the slope, whers
for some 300 yards are some steep zigzags and portions of paved road were
met with, the remuing of a former road, :

To puss guns over this range there ave several places where the road has
been worn away by the rain, but they are capable of Leing repaired,
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Will iy From the foot of the Gilzerdn Dagh s grassy undulating plain extends to
oy Sulaimaniah (bearing 17°) with a broad easy path.
w'f_‘ At B} miles from the town the Khanjiru river was forded (1,560%), flowing
e, in a gravelly bed 300 to 500 yards wide. A few irrigation cuts and some rice
| fields skirted the banks.

et This plain is extremely fertils, but only a small fraction of the whole is
thiads, n::ult-w;ﬂed and it has a very deserted appearance, with searcely a village
in sight.

There was plenty of green grass now, and would be for the next six weeks.
Several mounds and tumuli marking the site of ancient villages were noticed.

To the south-east, on the right bank of the Diala, is the Sharizur Plain,
thickly populated in former times; but now full of ruins.

At 134 miles Bulaimaniah (2,550") was reached. The Jast 3 miles wore
ol along o well-frequented track. The villages of Balka and Chenimassir were
. pussed on the plain between the Khanjira and the town.

The whols of route from Kifri to Sulsimaniah is quite passable now for
field artillery, with the exception of the Sugirma pass, which would requirs
a few hours’ rond-making, and some of the deeper ravines in the undulating
country to the south of it. The plain of Sulaimaniah and the rich valley round
Tumar would make good camping grounds for troops, Graes, water, and fuel
are abundant, aud supplics procurable in sufficient quantities,
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SULAIMANIAH AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS. thl?l
Sulaimaniah is a town of 2,600 houses, the greater portion flat-roofed 1
Kurdish huts, with few buildings of any size. . paralt
The palace, the residence of the Mutasarif, is a ruinous building in the i 1l
centre of the town, and the barracks are a tumbled down line of buiklings s
of sun-dried bricks, . ek !-l\‘“_l'
The population, with few exceptions, is entirely Kurdish, this being locked "
upon as the capital of Sou I:haqu;miiut&n and is the centve of the district jorts
of Sertchinar. There are 100 Jewish houses and some 20 of Christians, who
live in a separate quarter about a mile outside the town to the sonth.
The town is situated in a bare, treeless plain; with no gardens, orchards, T
or any surroundings, and from a distance it has a very bleak ap nee. The s
streets are uarrow and dirty ; the bazar is poor-looking, but fairly well stocked Th
with goods,
In the shops are chiefly articles to supply the simple wants of the Kurds.
The principal manafacture is saddles and horse furniture, shoes and leather
work generally, the leather being dyed in various colours. The saddles are
made of thick felt numdals over a light wood framework, and are very ki
durable. Cotton shaes with rope soles, belts and powder horns, and kaives 1
also seen. 1
A fair quantity of Manchester piece-goods, cotton kerchiefs, &o., from Bagh- the
dad. Dates, raisine, several kinds of dried fruits, curdled milk, or yaurd, fiws
the universal Kurdish drink, also for sale. Chisl
Lettuces, beans, young almonds eaten green are the vegetables in the market ruad,
now. times |
Most of the wood for fuel comes from the thickly wooded ridges enst of Mz
the Pir-a-Magdurin range. fum §
Red wine is made here and exported to Baghdad. A few vineyards were Tillage
visible on the Azmir Dagh slopes to the north-east, lited |
The principal export trade with Baghdad is gallnuts and yellow berries used eumtn
for dyeing and gum tragacanth, tobaceo, of which this district produces a siam
ood quality, and wool from the focks of the nomads, Al this goes vid Kir- Thi
E‘ulﬂ:, the direct route vid Kifri being pmetically vever used. The Hamuowand
robbers ave now mpioaed to be exterminated. Fifty of them were sent to Mosul
in chains a fortnight ago, A determined effort has doubtless been made, e
and the country is fairly quiet in comparison to its absolutely lawless con- Stz
dition a few years n.ﬁ. Al
Their chief Jan Mir at Kasr-i-Shirin and Kak Abdulla at Khan-i-Miran m"'
have been made away with; but in a few years it is probable new chiefs will Tha
appear, and lawlessness become rife again. et
I met the Mutasarif a month later in Mosul, called there to recsive a decor- ;:‘l
ation and a great flow of praise for his skilful conduct in putting down the u',
rabels. Mosul merchants, however, on the other hand, complained of constant L™
robberies which still went on, and the general insecurity of the Sulaimaniah m
road.
There are four regiments of about 400 men each quartered in Sulaimaniah u:;
besides a detachment of zaptiyahs, The regulars were  fine body of bend, o
men, but with uniform in rags and pay uncertain. They were armed with :":;:
18 o i e ad ) A0 Ga [ORILIPS/20/144 g 5al
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Martini Peabody rifles : this was necessary if they were to eope with the
wands, who are armed with the same weapon.
Thurg _is a Persian Consul here. The telegraph, a single wire, goes from
mn here to Kirkuk, where it joins the main line from Baghdad {0 Mosul.
! The water-supply of the town is very good, and is from some lurge springs
by bubbling out of the gravelly soil on the outskirts of the town.
There is a very fine bath, where one of these springs is utilized and five
% serais in the town,
:nz] tly _ The climate now is very pleasant with the temperature 68° at moom, but
s in another month the weather commences to get hotter, and July and Angust
ok are l‘._?m hottest months.
7 okel Very little snow falls on the plain, but the routes leading into Persia are [
s partially blocked in winter,
5, Routes from Sulaimaniah,
‘T The prineipal trade route with Baghdad is through Kirkuk, although the
tocked more direct one lies over the Zogirma pass, I
The stages are—
Tands. (1) Camp after six hours, Tho villages ave moatly deserted. ;
withien (2) Chemobemal, eight hours,
S e (® Kirkuk, vight hours,
e varg making a total of about 85 miles to Kirkuk and 252 to Baghdad.
Vkaives The Karadagh is crossad by an sasy , easier than the Sagirma.
The telegraph follows this route to Kirkuk, The eountry from the foot of
1 Baghe the Kara Dagh to Kirkuk is a rolling gravelly plain cut up by deep valleys. A
r yurl, few small villuges and a fertile grass conntry lies between Sulaimaniah and
Chemehemal. Either Altun Keupri or Kirkuk, both on the Mosul-Baghdad
ok rond, can be reached from Chemchemal. This route is very insecure ab
times from the Hamawands, . ~
s aid Mr. Hodgson, a missionary from Baghdad, travelled in September 1886 I
from Sulaimaniah to Tank, passing through Chemchemal, He says few of the —
il wy vi::Fns marked on the maps are now in existence, and the country is depopu-
Jated by the Hamawand rsiders. From Chemchemal to Tauk is a fertile
sl try with n ons streams, but quite deserted. Near Tauk were several J—
ol stream vallays hined with orchards and gardens.
1ol s The following is a préeis of Rich’s journey along this route :
'
h:m Sulaimaniah to Altun Keunpri.
i mal 13t Stage, 31at October 1822 —Loft Sulalmaniah ut 6-30 Asr. Crossed the undulating plain
o 8 © of Solaimanish, pumngi the large village of Al Bulak on the left, 1
F At 14 wiles crossed the Tanjirn or Serchinar river, a small stroam in # bed lno;:_nh wide.
, On ita right bank was Blinseh ¥illage, and, after pus::i the large village of Bavan Mirdel, we
pi-Mim renched KilupiMh at 9-25 4.m,, where we hal . \
didsnl This land Is h{ n small stream ruoning south-snst to join tho Tanjira. Gudrom
Mount was just opposite, forming a wall of rock, including north-west and south-cast. The west-
ern mange of hills was visible 1 to 1§ miles off, Mdﬁ}, o erest or line of rock growing
2 Yigher to the south, Temperature, 2 7.3, 85"; 10 pau. 69° ;
o e 2nd Stage, October 29ud,—Left 6.20 A, making o ditour toavoid n morass. Soon after 7
; wa eama to the Tualuji Hill, whero the line of hills is broadest and lowest, and where the stany
if ot crest disag ter n gentle nssent an hour's ride brought ns into the Bagian pluin. This
e 1.ammmu,.m F lowse hitlls than the Knradagh, termiustiog  little to. tho
| m&t 10‘:‘;’0 wo torned south-west to ozin, the hills dividing the plain making s similar
Yoimantk bend, and soon gradnally terminating. hezin lies under a low mnge coming from Derbend,
o bolr and running tewards the Fidge in the centre of the plain, but lm\;i:f an opening in the west
ol ern side of the Buzian plain. At 10:50 reached Derghesin, and halted:
nl
E s it fe e it 1L 3a [ORIL/PS/20/144 1aa sl
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e il !'".::’M the valley formed Ly s small 2
g, ober 2drd.—Loft .30 A, ¥ 1
line of hilla just behind Dergherin, and another: similae onn‘tgppoﬁh. ooming l:,w.t.h.m m
!mbwhmg-ndmﬂngh&ﬁm. At 7-20 teaversod the Bagian pass. The strate dip Jtiss
here, mud the pass rans through the gap, The outside ridge is & continuation of the Kamdagh. ]

North-wost of the pass the Karadagh runs for a short, distanee forming o dicular wall ; thure |
then turning s little west to Chermala Hill, and then more o the west to the Khnlkhalan Hill, i)
“The Karndngh diminishes in height all the way from ﬂm‘l:&imuru. where it is higliest.  Chor-
waln wnd Khatkhslan are inconidersble; thiy seom of 5 and their sides are much furrowed.

Boon after this the Hoe of hills terminntes, -}

Aghjalar is o district beyond Chermala, renching to the Lessar Zab, and containe ten villages.
#tlln-supnmd Ghesalan, and after this the level begnn to rise sgnin, and the road was broken and

ly. ’
‘it 12.10 halted in Ghulumkown in the Chouan distriet,

Temperatare, 6.0 A0, 62°; 2 P87 10 m20 647 e

dth Stage, Ocfoler 24th,— Left 0-15 A3 and neconded ot of the marrow meine in which
Ghalumkown i sitonted,  Soil fs earth and pobbles with ledges of sandstone.  The whole truek s
thrown up into little hills scoped cut into deep abropt ravines, sometimes cot 60 feet deep by the
Witlereouies,

TPass two drg and dificalt ravines and the village of Ghoiltown.  From bere the road wound V]
nlong the tips of this farrawed and Lillocky country, A fow fruit trees were scen in the hollows ; Wi
otherwiso nothing green was seen.  Godenm pouk was still visible as o Jandmark. Al tho strenms s Ml
yosterday and ran Lawards the sooth.eunt throug

&17-80 m road ches off to Kirkuk; wod st 9-20 halted in village of Kufur. Th

Tempirutuee, 6-0 A, 50" ; 2 2.1, 587

Gth Stage, Ocfober 2505 —Lalt 8.0 A in o direction W, 20° W, and crossed n stream which Tags,

o poveral villages nnd » great number of wmills, ench in a cluster of troes, This valley gra- 188k
dually widens down into the plain of Gok Dereh,
& From heee we entered a wide plain, gravelly soil, hat well enltivated. Larze villages in overy
af!.imﬂ:inn. The Kigbie hills were before us stretebilng from our left, mnd the plain extended Lo thn B
oot of than,

And t\:mr right was a continuation of hroken hilly country we have just lelt. At noon remchied ".;I
Alton Keopri,  The town is not seen until olose 1o it. -

The Tigris is rmched in 18 hours by dveavin teavtlling from here, Wl the river bs full, o oy
rof will go ina day. At this senson it takes theoe duys. j denl

A force on its wny to Baghiad with 18 guns forded hero, and found not more than 3 ar 4 feet i
of wabter along o bank which oTu;lu! ncrose the streany.  They aleo fordel the grept Zab, ﬂ"“;

Kui Sanjak, which liew N, 46 ., i 12 hours on horschack fast walking, aml 18 enrmvan honrs, viling
Thers ate tivo. voads, one of which lies along the right bank of the river, which it qoite about six sp",
hours from Kui Sanjak, 1t Is broken and hitly sll the way, but thors is no monntain to paws. i

Route to Mosul.—To Mosul the most divect route goes north-west up a wlwed
broad valley from Sulsimaniab as far as Dukhan ferey on the Lesser Zab. i
From Dukhan the road strikes maore west, across a hilly country to Kui mﬁh
Sanjak, and from thers to Mosul is over an undulating country. (Colonel =
Bel's Turkey in Awin.) The stages are— o
(1) Kavschutan. () Asbkaf Sakla. o
(2) Dukhan. 15) Arhil. ™
(3) Kui Sanjuk. o nia (6) Kilak (Great Zab). e
osul, d
making a total of 172 miles, h:;&
Route fo Sihna—~The direct route to Sihna lies throngh Pavjwin. The e o
stages are (Colonel Gerard’s Rontes in Kurdiatan)— "
Miles
1
(1) Mama Kalan ... o e P | | “Eh
(8) Panjwin 5 pes e el p
P wezh
(3) Merivan e o8 ™
(4) Shaikh Attar .., bes e | 2L Y
(5) Baroda v o Frg,
(6) Sihna e o s s R &
— Werad
Totar v 144 iy

BRITISH
Avyan

AR s gide Ao Sa duad ) il s JOR/L/PS/20/144 1o el
http://www.qdl.qa/4x ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000070 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a ye!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x000070?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

I:
a3
£
e

m-(

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FYYIVVY) [92 €] "VAR Y (Csailly

P
81
1L T 'l_‘hin r_nn.d can he seen winding over the Azmir Dagh on the east side of the
fmh Sulaimaniah plain, pussing throngh Khan-i-Bardina at the foot of the slope.
.i%‘; Ttie & very hilly, but fairly easy, road.
gy, Route to Sukiz—From Panjwin a road branches north to Banah, and from
P, there to Sukiz.
:lh.-r: The stages are (Colonel Gerard) from Panjwin—
- Miles,
fin ] (1) Serambal .., we 2L
Vinlg o) (2) Banah "o vha 13
{3) Kapura 15
: (1) Miradeh o P a9
1 i I
[sis (5) Sakiz v e W 17
gl Totas: o 138
sl v - y A e i
Il Caravans in summer time make two stages from Banah fo Sakiz, halting
bty at Miradeh. During Janvary, Febroary, and March, the roads are diffieult
through snow, though not impassable if kept open by constant caravan traffic.
he more direct road from Sulaimaniah to Banah is seldom taken by car-
2 v vans, The following is a précis of Rich’s journey through this eountry in
ey e 1822
Wi vy Banah to Sulaimaniah.
Ny September 10th—Leoft Banah at 12.30 s, crossing the plain in & north-west direction,
i vkl nmi entering a narrow salley, with the border Lills thivkly wooded with dwarf oaks,
At 1-40 mscended n small ridge off the road, and at 220 renched the small village of
ity | Swearwen, where we halted.
ol : ,s-p;.lrmagﬁ 1ith—Lelt village at 7-30 A.x., rejoined yostorday’s road, and continued ascending
3 the valley till 9.0, |
[EEE At -390, leaving main roud, reachéd Nweizhgeh, a village on the bill that bounds the valley to |
- the wost, where we halted. Rond today mostly level and well wooded, principally dwarf onls and |
bagaidary. wild pear, Soil slaty and gypseous,
i vt September 12¢h,—Left nt 7-80 aor, and nt 8-0 rejoined yostorday's route, Boon after we
of commenced to ascend through s forest of oaks a mountuin mli-d Blu which s nearly north |
vl B4 and south. From Banah the slope is very gradual. {
1Tk Not far to the loft was Surkin M, in, rising very abruptly, and ing south.onst from the
{ it of the Blu M in.  On the right and left was & ses of wiountains broken sud confused. S~
oy bls Followsd o steop descont Jeading ot onco into s deep marrow valloy.  The country was
o (s greon and richly wooded, with muny villages and patohes of cultivatian. The line of the [
monntalng wue very broken. At 12.30 we reached foot of the descent, and  crossed the Bansh "
stronm, hera joined by otber mountain stréams. 'This stream soparates Porsin from Torkey. 1t
rans north and & little west, and joins the Zob above the Karacholan rivor.
Ascended the far bank of this stream, and at 2.30 reached Merwn in the Aalan district, where
we halted.  Throngh s eleft in the Blu Monntain ealled the Bri was visible Beitush, three hotra off -
by a difficult rowd.  On the facs of the monuntain ppposite Britush is the Pislulor Distriet.
To the west of ns is u line of hills ealled Eurkur, apparently running to join that I bave just
doscribed.  On this side of the hill is Shinek, five hours off, and’ north of it is Ghellaleh. Ou the
i other sido of the mnge ix Murgn (ree Route VII), 3
jnm, T Septomber 150k —Left Morwa st 7-0 Aot and § dintely d ting t 1
& curions summit nemed Gimmo. These mountains abound in springs. At 8-16 resched Diira
™™ among n grove of large walnot trees, i
u Taoft agnin at 9-10, and _econtinaing ‘the ascent renched the highest part of the ridge in half
i an hour.  On one side the steenms ran north towards the Banuh stream, and o little further on
¥ south to the Shinek straam.
This spot in called the Hazie Kenian, or * Thowstnd springs.""  Above ns were Grimo und atother
1§ peik, boye and stony, We continued teavelling undor them for some time.  Running parilel to
us waa the Surkin rango, a braneh of the range above Abmed Kulwan, 16 sends & spur from the
i 0
Sirsir mountain, which sweeps round und joins that on which we now are.
e Sonth of this is the Kare RKazhay ronning sonth.east.  Tho country between is broken hills
] arcending to either range. Nuamerons villages are sitoated on berraces on the killsides, and o
== gront number of springs.
W At 2.0 v, veached the Kenarn village o the Siwell district, Sirsir was doe sonth of s,
- about a wile off, Onr rond today Iy along the eldige of the Siwell Mouatain,
VoL. 1. M
o
e
1Y s g f e dad ) 18 Ga IOR/L/PS/20/144 1as )
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September 14h.—Leftat 630 A, heading due south, descending a glen to the foot of the T
Sirsir Mountain. w
Hoon afterwards quitted the glen and erossed the eontinustion of the range yestenlny, Wo A
then deseonded to the Siwvll river, which mns by the foot of Sirsir, then north and a little L
west, and joins the Karacholan at Mawntt, when they both run to tha Zab, L]
We forded a broad bed, the channel being 12 to lﬁT{:nil wide and stirrnp deep. It ia juars
frequently unfordable, and has to be crossed on kalaks, country now becaue chalky, Gove
Descended to Shehribuzar plain nnd observed Pir-s-Magdurin and Giosheh hills, baro and * o
regular M&wﬂummwamwhhgﬂinr dstone and congl i the by
wood dimi a sappearing, exe cular . ]
At B.40 n!nsumul:d " ;‘:!lp valley or I'nginn i;f; the valley of u'f:'xmum.a river, and d the $
wite of Karacholan, the old copital of Kurdistan., Halted at Sulimanava, » small garden. This ; .'.
yalley ls fumous for its fruit, grapes, and melons espocially, and Solaimuanish is chicfly supplied |
from here, tinte
The Karacholan river is the sama as the Tengusd, which rises in the direction of Dolidreizh, P
and rons through the Kari Kazhav wountains, The bed of the Karacholan is § mile wide, )
and just opposite the old city it receives the Chungum, flowing from Surochik. In winter ’
and spring the Knrucholan is n very large river filling ite bed. Some way further down was Shaik
a bridge of wicker work on stone piers, wsall
&p&-’he;o{fu.-—brlt b 8-16 A.m., and our road after leaving the Karacholan valley ded il
1t W way.
N‘ ?Ju_eh.afaamauwam Dagh, and began ascending the steepest part by Chalt
a very talerabils road zigeagging up the slope. the &t
gﬂ 8.0 resched the summit, and, after going soath for 5 minutes, began to descend. The 1l
‘n‘nt pnru! the descent wus not bad; then it ran along the elge of s precipice, where wo l-]
ismon L]
At rQ-Slli ronched foot of principal descent and went south, gently descending o narrow |“g'
valley, until at 9-0 emerged on the Suluimaniab plain, which town we resched at 10-0 A, X
Route to Karmonshah—This route leads south-east down the valle 1
from Sulaimaniah. It is easy going until the country near the Diasla is sl
reached. : I
The stages are (Colonel Bell's Turkey in Asia)— K
(1) Mohun o e = TR gl |
(2) Hallabja 20
(8) Nonsud o w28
(4) Disher e Yy E ake o4 21
(5) Pawar o 8
(#) Mar-i-Kharwar s M
(7) Aghn Hassan's village .. i 22 —_
(8) Gurabun w13 Vol
(9) Karmanshah .., . 9 Beedual
This makes a total of 346 miles from Mosul and 174 from Sulaimaniah to e
Karmanshah. i
Ronte to Zokab.—Another route lies down the Khanjiru valley, and across B
the Dialato Zohab, Neither are used by caravans owing to the disturbed state
of the country. Sk
[
Kurds round Sulaimaniah. |
18
Hamawand Kurds.—The Hamawands live in the low hills to the north and b
west of Sulaimaninh. They have no regular villages; their head-quarters i
being round Chemehemal and Bazian. They are divided into four sections, At}
each under o chief, viz,, Satenasur, Rashwand, Hamawand, and Safrawand. to thy
They are mostly nomads, and determined robbers; they are well mounted, 5
soms on Arabs which they have stolen from the plains, and are all Furds

with Martini Pealodys obtained from the Turkish regulars.
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™
B They roam over all thy conntry between Sulaimaniah and the Mosul-
i Baghdad road between Altun Keupriand Kifvi. They are said not to number
i more than 500 families altogether.
=0y Parties of them took refuge over the Persian frontier near Zohah a few
b years ngo, but their chief, Jan Mir, at Kasr-i-Shirin, was killed by the Persian
::"& Government last year, and the Turks at Sulaimaninh have also made efforts
I to put them down. Af present they are quiet, most of their chiefs being
™ removed ; but they still rob and burn isolated villages, and probably in a few
Ta years they will again be to the front.
1 i Jaf Kurds,—These are a very large nomad tribe, numbering quite 6,000
tents. - In winter they oceupy the unduluting country to the east and north-
il widy enst of Kifri as far as the Diala.
Ia vine Muhammad Pasha, chief of the Jafs, has a large honse on the Diala near
oot vy Shaikh Swid (xe Route V), where he speuds the winter. In summer he
Jand usually stays in Hallalja.
Thuir ynilgk, or summer quarters, are in Porsin on the slojies of the Kuh-i-
iy Chahil Chashma, about midway between Sakiz and Sihna. Snow remains all
i The 1xb€' summer on these hills, and good pasturage can be found. (See Route
bem we 1.) .
1n the district round Juanro, between Karmanshah and Sulaimaniah, are a
i large number of Jafs under Habbi Beg of Juanro. Theyare Sunis, and talk
= Kermanji and Persian.
D & In the mountain distriets between Sulaimaniah and Banah are several
et small Kurdish fribes, mostly sedentary. Along the Diala valley north of
: Khaunikin are some villages of Baghilans and Turkmans.
|
. Route No, VII.—Sulaimaniah to Rawanduz.
;1 D > = 14
o [ ‘ ISTANCE, IN MILES. Rate of \
g 8 ]'\I'un_ﬂ narghing .
fl TAGES, warching. in miles
] m‘:lm;. Total, per hour,
U —
8
o Verankos ol o a78] 18 18 879
i Sordasht - 500 16 34 820
it Gulnari w| 6% 17 o1 278
= Rania e BT 245 7566 280
o pot Golan . 575 17 925 205
furled Nalkewan 575 20 1185 260
Rawandug o s 700 20 1385 245
16th May.—General Direction, N.W. Left Sulaimaniah (2,650'), and took
bl a broad track leading in a direction N.N.W. across a grassy undulating
e country, fertile but little cultivated. The valley was bounded on the south by
,‘dﬂ a continuation of the Gilzerda Dagh, and on the north by hills gradually rising
i et to the Pir-a-Magdurin Peak. e ;
e Sirchinar.—~At 8} miles we passed the Sirchinar spring. A stream, 10
i yards wide and 2 feet deep, was formed, and came bubbling up out of the
wil# gravel soil. The water-supply of the Sulaimaniah plain is remarkably good.
u
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Half mile from the spring (2,2457), the Khanjiru ie forded, having come
throngha gorge in the rounded hills to the right bearing 12° from here, The
stream from the Sirebinar spring flows to join the Kbanjiru in the centre of
the plain.

Kt 5 miles a series of low rounded hills; the first beginning of the Pir-a-
Magdurin range, commences about 1 mile to the right, The valloy is now
from 4 to 5 miles wide, and the track was undulating and easy. Several
Kurdish eamps were passed, which will move from here in about a_fortnight's
time to the hills,

At 12} miles a row of four low rocky mounds (2,7007) extended across the
valley ; forming the watershed between the upper waters of the Khanjirn,
whicl‘: flows into the Diala, and the streams to the north-west, which flow in
the Lesser Zab.

The road skirts the foot of the hills 1 to 1} miles to the right, passing the
small villages of Narchu, Hiskani, Darberbern, each situated in a small ravine,
with a straam which crosses the road, and surrounded by little patches of fruit
orchards, The road is a brond easy track thronghout.

Yerankoz.—At 18 miles halt st Yerunkoz (2,745, a village § mila to the
right, and almost underneath the peak of Pir-a-Magdurin. This summit was
still thickly streaked with snow, and was found to be 9,700 feet above sea
level and 6,900 feet above Yerankoz.

The name is a corruption of Pir Omar Gudrun.

T'his peak forms an important landmark, visible from Toz Khurmatu, the
Gurmanjol puss north of Rania and from near Karind.

Several camps of Kurd ilints were passed today with large herds of cattle
and sheep. Some caravans with wool were met going into Sulaimaniah. There
is good elover and s on the plain still ; only a small portion of the caltur-
able ground is usag:fn'd the population is small owing to the unsettled state
of the country. Weather cloudy and overcast, with a few showers in the after-
noon.

17th May.—General direction, N.W. Left Yerankoz, and kept north-
west up the valley.

The hills on L{m south-west side are low and rounded. Several small hamlets,
surrounded by fruit orcbards, were dotted on the slopes. The valley is here
5 miles broad ; the track stony, but easy going.

s A very steep rocky ridge continues to our right, formed by a long spur run-
1, ning north-west from Pir-a-Magdurin, It gradually gets lower, but is im-

' i | ]mﬁhlu ||]llllun2‘.
} it | Karachaton.—At 4% miles we passed Karachatan (2,550°), a village with a
|I' { lnrge orchard, growing fine figs. Water-supply is from some large sprin
1 fi in the hillside. The inhabitants have the reputation of baving successfully
| resisted several Hamawund raids.
i | 8n Sai—At 8} miles pass Sn Sai, a village, with a few orchurds, ona
‘I, ' large stream from the ranga to the right. Soil rich and fertile, but only a
! small Fraction under enltivation.
Khan-i-Miron—1In the centre of the valley to the north-west is Khan-i-
Miran, composed of a few hute round a good house built by Kak Abdulla, a
Hamawand chief, who until two years ago lived here as Kaimmakam of this
distriet, He has now been imprisoned use of the numerous Hamawand
raids he instigated, and the district has been merged in the Kai of
Sardasht,
Tuabin Stream—At 13 miles we forded the Tabin river near a large spring
(2,4207), which supplies the greater portion of the stream,
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The rest of the water emerges from a narrow rocky gorge.in the ridge to
the right. This spring, from which an enormous supply comes, is another
instance of ths abundant water-supply of the Suliimaniah valley. We
now reached the head of the valley, wgich we followed since Sulaimaninh, the
end being closed by a rocky cluster of hills with stesp sloping sides called
the Sarka Kailkusma Dagh. Bearing west, the Tabin river enters a narrow
valley bordered by stesp hills, and joins the Zub lower down. A track leads
by this valley to Kirkuk, two days distant. To the north-east of the Sirka
Knilk:lsmu ghis the Sardasht walley, 2 to 3 miles wide, which we now
entered,

The better road leads along the foot of the ridge, but we turned up east
to Surdasht, which we reached, at 16 miles, after a rongh aseent, i

Sanpasun—This is a small place of 100 houses, divided into two clusters
of houses by a knoll (3,1457).

Immediately behind rises the Askut Dagh, a steep wall of rock with a
Jagged summit, running north-west and south-east, a continuation to the
Pir-a-Magdurin range. It rises 2,000 to 2,500 feet perpendicularly above
Sardasht—that s, 5,200 to 5,700 above sea level.

Near the village is an old fort or enclosurs, bounded at the back by
the cliff and in front by a loopholed masonry wall 15 to 20/ high, with towers
at intervals, and - encloses a spuce round a small spring in the centre of about
500 by 400 yards. The interior slopes up, and conld be commuanded from
below and the walls ave in ruins, and in places levelled, This was an out
of the Pasha of Rawandug’s territury when independont Kurdish chiofs ruled
this conntry. A Kaimmakam under Sulaimaniah lives here now.

Water 15 from some fine spriugs fram the foot of the roek, and irrigates
some vineyards and orchards in terraces below, ﬁ

Weather cool and pleasant. Temperature 60° at noon. Heavy thunder- i
storm, lasting only half an hour, eams on in the evening. |

This Sardasht must not be confused with another place of the same name
on the Persian frontier, about 30 miles to the north-enst across the mountains, '

18th May —Genernl direction, N. Left Sandasht., Started down the |
vallay to rejoin the main road which ran along the bottom. Track rough and —
stony, erossed by several decp mvines from the Askat Dagh to the right.

Gaichina.—At 4} miles pass through Gaichina (2,553, & small village
surrounded by fruit orchards and vineyards in a ravine, part of which bad been
burnt last year by the Hamawands. Several small clusters of houses were

rehed on the sides of these ravines. On the slope of the Sarka Kailkusma
aghi six villages ware seen on the upper slopes, which are rounded and thickly
wooded with low oaks.
 Khanikhan.—Reach the bottom of the valley near Khanikhan (1,007, a
village in a thick cluster of orchards, and then followed the line of a small
sbresm townrds the Zab, Werejoined the valley road through Kan-i-Miran hers.

Lesser Zas River.—Following a narrow track over some shaly strata, at
104 miles reached the left bank of the Zab., Downstream it bends south-west
through a very narrow valley bordered by steep rounded hills.

Kala Dukkan.—On the opposite bank are a sevies of rounded spurs from a
Tidﬂ higher up, which jut steeply into the water. On one of thess is Kala
Dukban, a masonry fort some 50 yards square, loopholed, with a round tower at
each corner. This was another outpost of the old Pafhas of Rawanduz,

Dukhan Ferry—Follow u grassy streteh along the bank, and at 15} miles
(1,155 reach Dukhan, where a raft ferry is kept up. Dukhan itself is only a
khan surrounded by a few luts.
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The river runs in a peblly bed 150 yards wide, and about a mile up stream Tor
emerges from & narcow rift in the hills ealled the Dukhan gorge, st 1
’If:-tmm was in high water now, with a rapid current; with easy shelv- ol the
ing bauks ; the valley itself is not more than from 400 to 500 ,mZ wide, Aw
bordered by steep spurs from the ridges on either bank. M
The ferry is a small mft of a dozen sheep skins, capable of taking about Fin
500 lbs. 'Il'-in crossing is assisted by the eurrent forming n double backwater. | =
The animals swam without any trouble. Total time taken crossing the s
party 1 hour and 20 minutes. | nile b
{c&::; timber rafts about 20’ square were moored close by on this way to, | lh‘“’l
i o0 3F
B“g()n the right bank the road hifurcated. So far we followed the w 4l
route throngh Kui Sanjuk to Mosul, but from Lere our route to Rawanduz the Kot
branches off. Iy
The road to Kui Sanjak leads north-west, rising steeply over the ronnded gge 2
ridge on the right bank. , irm the
The stages are— Tork
i T.wfI;n, W
(1) Bogut o Al 7 | . m‘““:
{2) Kui Sanjnk e s P ll’uh]‘ﬂ
The total distance 85 miles, and to Mosul 134 miles. (See Colonel Bell's Thi
Turkey tn Asia.) villhge
Our track turned N.N.W. over a grassy spur (1,750) jutting from a high baving
rounded range ealled the Kotsrut Dagh, wgich lies immediately to our front, Ria
The river forces its way throngh this spur by the Dukban gorge. A short fen
steep zigzag descent led us into a marrow stream valley, where, 3% miles with &nn
from the ferry, we halted at the little Kurdish village of Gulnari (1,265°). MeRTE
Guinari.—The hill sl?e descending from the spur was 53°, and over slip- varth of
pery rock in places and diffieult travelling, The soil is soft disintegrated From
shale, so that a good road eould be improvised without much trouble The o 8,0001
sonthern end of the Kotsrubt Dagh hears 320° over Gulnari, and is 4 miles of the rid
distant. The summit of the ridge is about 4,500, witers of
Alongside the little stream were some fig and pomegranate orchards and Koely
vineyards on the slopes, These streams swarm with fish, a kind of carp. sk
There is plenty of good grass on the slopes of these hills at this season. Tt
A “pﬁy.ia hera eﬁplaiued that E: thl;ne yu;mrs back he lmdf rec;l&ra: no st 8,0
lar pay ; he usually mortguged his chance of getting any for rans which pige
my money from the Kaimmakam of Sardasht, who pockets all he can Yorgn phi
t. fordd £t
=3 Fewer rifles were seen in the hands of the Kurds in these districts, although ﬂfj
every tribes-man possesses one round Sulaimaniah and in the Hamawand day
country. :
'I'ln’; men are armed with long flintlocks of local manufacture, with a h:,'ﬂ }::f
curious hexagonal shaped bore, A waist belt, generally of embroidered leather The a1
work, carries the powder horn, bullet bag, &e., and a long dagger stuck in the g
belt completes the equipment. bl
A few mounted men were met armed with the lanee, but much more faith ™ ?
| is placed now in the possession of a Martini rifle. =
i Il The rifles are American Martini Peabody pattern, and either have been illkﬁ;
) b bonght from Turkish regular soldiers, or were served out in the 1578 cam- Ay
' paign to the irregular troops. b ﬁ;
A few Sniders were seen, and further north some Winchester repeaters, tlhge
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Ty The rifle, when mounted, is carried over the right shoulder, by a very
S short leather sling with the butt to the front, and steadied by stretehing
i out the right arm, when moving at a trot or canter.
v, Another way is to place it under thé upper felt covering of the saddle, and
hold it by a pressure of the leg.
E‘h‘- Fire 15 always delivered from horseback : they do not dismount,
i 18th Moy,—General direction, N.  Left Gulhari, and continned down the
Bagl & stream valley until the Zab is agnin reached. The river valley is about §
mile broad, with patches of wheat along the banks. On the opposite bank, in
fmy a south-east direction, runs a very rough, wooded valley cut up by the numer-
. ous ravines. 1
maripl At £ miles left the valley, and turned up over a long rounded spur from
i the Kotsrut Dagh, a gradual ascent in soft shole soil.
Lang.-i-Shaikh Iimail—The river emerges from another narrow rift or
e gorge called the Tang-i-Shaikh Tsmail, which extends in winding direction |
from the Marga plain to this, and ie 6 milss long, '
Torba.—At 5% miles wa renched the top of the spur near the village of
Torla, and opened out a splendid view (1,760°).
Immediately below is a wide flat plain 35 to 40 miles long and 10 to 12
broad, across which winds the Zab, entering ly the Baba Derbend from '
Pishder valley and leaving it by the Tang-i-Shaikh Tsmail,
Belly The northern portion is Ranin, and the southern Marga plain. Marga
village bears E.N,E. across the plsin, and is 10 miles distant, the river
12 bigh having to be croseed to reach it.
1 froat, Rania bears nearly north, and is 19 miles distant in a straight line.
A shedf l KNawdil Dagh.—From 360° to 40° extends a mass of very high mountains,
3 mi with summits thickly covered with snow, ealled the Kandil 'ihgh. There ‘
&Y. are no very prominent peaks and the lower spurs of this range commence
et dip north of Rania. The Summu is about 30 miles distant from here, P
g From 40 to 85° isa marked dip in the range and a rounded spur of 5,000 il
Tl 106,000 feet elevation extends S. 8. K. from the Kandil Dagl, This iz one !
sl of the ridges on the frontier dividing the Pishder valley from the upper sl
wuters of the Zab in Persia.
Yurtval Kurkur Dagh—From 90° to 118° were a strep mass of Lills, with summits
an | streaked with snow, known as the Kurkur Dagh, ; —
. The principal rocky peak bears 95% 18 miles distant, and the summit is
wnlw about 8,000’ sﬂuvo sea level. Marga is on the lower slopes of this range,
90 s which rise steeply above it. From 120° to 140° the south-gast end of the
lia Marga plain is closed by & very rough hilly country intersected by steep
jugired ridges and ravines very thickly wooded. From a direction 123°,
bt mng down a deep rocky gorge between low wooded hills, flowed the Kara-
immd | cholan, a large tributary of the Zab, _
All this tract of country to the unrlt)h and north-west of the Pir-a-Mag-
g durin peak is very wild and impracticable.
:1::}; Th?:nd of tlz Kotsrut Dagh bears 308° from here. The Mmgn lain,
e although well watered, and coyered with good grass, presentsa very desolated,

duserted mnee, and only & few wretched villages were visible in its whole

i | extent, is a village with the residence of a Kaimmakam. Near it are
sl some extensive ruins. :

i Its former importance and prosperity is vouched for by several remarkable
Ly tumuli or conical mounds, which mark the remains of old towns and villages
L dotted about the plain. Descending from the spur, we passed through Torba
s village. The houses were well built ; the foundations and lower portion of the
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walls were of stone, and the upper of sun-dried bricks;the roofs were flat, of . 'ﬁr!
fascines, with a layer of earth on top, resting on cross rafters. iy
The Bilbass and the Sin Kurds live in these districts. The largest and bes 18
most prosperous villages are hidden awny in the most innccessible ravines of g 1k
the mountaing, so as to better eseape the Tarkish authorities.
At 7 miles the plain level is reached. The road turns west, skirting the
right bank of the z!:h, here u broad rapid stream, flowing over a pebbly bed
from 400 to 500 yards wide. Large timber rafts were being prepured to 1
descend the river. ~ This would show that the river through the Tang-i-Shaikh i
Ismail and the gorge above Dukhan are both navigable, From marks on the i !
rocks at the mouth of the Tang-i-Shaikh Temail, the water in flood time rose Pishder
12 festabove its present level, skt |
From here to the junction with the Tigris represents the navigalle por- T"i |
tion of the river for rafts. It is posiblo that stern-wheel steamers of lght i blvi
draught eould nscend thus far, and thus utilize the river as 4 means of com- fity wh
munication. [t would be worth aftempting when the water is high in spring. ey ]"-
On the higher slopes of the Kutsrut h to the left were several mﬁl A
hamlots surrounded by vineyards and orchards. Ll
Tha soil of the plain is & rich black loam, growing an abundance of fine (two a
grass and clover, reaching in places to the horse’s knees and the path led sty
through thickets of wild vines and roses, and the grass was dotted with a great The
variety of brilliant lowers. Snakes were numerons; ulson lurge groen horse-fly, the il
which troubled the animals very much. i
Kuuoray Rivew.—At 11§ miles forded a large tribotary of the Zab distan
called the Khudran, from the north-west end of the plain, Ttis 60 yards Althar
and 8 leet deep, and the ford diffieult for laden mules, calion |
The head of the plain bears 415° from here, and is closed by a low un- burat
dulating ridge 25 to 30 miles distant. The
Communication is_easy in this direction to join the Rawanduz-Mosul o iy of
route st Koniatman (Route VIT), iptrs of
The villages on the plain are poor and wrefehed looking ; the houses with I A Biir 3
low mud walls and sloping roofs of reeds. The people ook sickly, and com- 0th
plained of a good deal of fever in the summer months. nirthena
Gurhushina.—At 14 miles pass Gurhushiog, o small village near o tumulos —
with some large patches of rice round it. Karky
We passed through some fine wheat ficlds as wa appronched Ranin. At e renge
17 miles Bazmusian, at 20 miles Gouluk village was possed; and at 244 - ""“E!
miles Rania reached (1,245°). it pi:
Ravta,—Ranin is a place of 300 houses, situated partly on an old tumulus S
and partly on the plain, : i “];
On the south side is the Kaimmaknm’shonse, a two-storied building look- st y
ing on a courtyard enclosed by a high loopholed wall. vibk
The watet-supply ig very fine, coming from a large spring at the base of n"”
the mound. The inhabitants are Kurds with a few Jews. Thers isa post of "W
20 gaptiyuhs hore. Margais also the head-quarters of a Kaimmakamlik. To Imﬁm
tha sonth, about a mile distant, is a rocky range rising perpendicular forabout 7l
1,600 feet out of the plain, and forming the boundary of the plain. mf""
Baba Derbend—Five and a balf miles from here is a rift in this ridg 'u."d{
through which the Zab flows called the Baba Derbend. Xast of the Ba I e:ulb,“ il
Derbend is the Pishder plain, through which the Zab also flows. It enters mkﬂ
Pishder by a narrow gorge in the mountains, from the Persian side of the hille. taty

Tt recsives several tributaries from the southern slopes of the Kandil Dagh, ity
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which appear thickly wooded, and cut up by several deep valleys. E‘_’:‘@
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The Pishder plain looks about 8 miles long by 4 broad, and in a direction
210% is bounded by some low hills. The route from Kui Sunjak to Sardasht
lies in that direction.

The stages from Kui Sanjak are—

Honrs,
(1) Baba Derbend ., .y
(2) BerdiSir .., b &
(8) Sardasht s . Yen ani s ]

or abont (2 miles.
This follows a direst ling between Kui Sanjuk and Sardasht, up fhe
Pishder valley; over an easy cuuntry, almost level, und sfter Pishder the
ascent of the range commences. The last 20 to 25 miles isn hilly, diffieult
rond. Another road, making a Dend to the southward From Pishder, and
Following the line of the Zab, also leads to Suvdasht. From Sardasht to Lahi-
Jan, wheve the main road from Rawanduz to Suj-Bulak can be met, 75 an
busy track along the valley of the Zab,
Also from Sardasht to Banah is seven hours slong an open road, with the
Zul to cross en ronte.  From Banuh the rond muy be taken either to Sukiz |
(two stages of eight hours, halting at Miradeh), or throvgh Panjwin to Sihna
(six stages or 150 miles).
The bilis ou the road from Ranin to Sardasht are elosed with snow from
the middle of December to the middle of March,
From Mosul 1o Kui Sanjak is four stiges or 100 milos. This makes the total
distance from Mosul to Sakiz through Sardosht and Banah about 220 miles,
Although not much used as a trade route, it is an important live of communi-
cation from Mesopotamia info Persin.  Surdasht lies on the frontier, and was
burnt in a raid two years ago. |
The Rania and Margn plains would form good camping=ground for a large

body of troops.  The low ground might be avoided Ly camping on the lower S~

spurs of the adjoining hills. Fuel plentiful : gruss and water is sbundint, M

A fair amount of supplies. . \‘#
20th Moy —General direction, N.N.W. Left Rania, and started in a

north-west direction, following a small valley, which gradually narrowed as .

we went on. At 3 miles it is § mile wide, bordered by steep rocky ridges. R —
Sarkupkan Su—At 44 miles we pussed a gap ahout 300 yurds wide in

the range to the lsft (1,150°), throngh which flowed the Sarkupkun Su, a large

mountain stream from the head of the valley. It flows 214° across the

Rania plain to join the Khudran.
Several donkey loads of lirewood were going down towards Rania, In

the valley were some fine mulberry trees, this being a large silk- producing

district. - The hill slopes beeome more wooded a8 we ascend, and are covcrefi

with low oaks, ilex, and hawthorn,
A canal leads water for irrigation from the Sarkupkan down the valley fo

the plain round Ranin, We forded to the right bank and followed a rough

track by the bank. )
Stawar Vallry.—This is known as the Shawar valley and is 300 to. 500

yards wide at the bottom, while several deep rocky gorges lorm the ranges

on either sida. ! '
At 12 miles the ridge to the right ceases abruptly ; the main valley of the !

streum turns north towards a thickly-wooded basin G to 8 miles in diameter,

intersected by a network of deep ravines, and surrounded by high snow-

covered ridges. One route leads up the main stream valley, said to be two

hours longer than that we tuke, which follows a side valley to the north-west,
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On the left still rune a rocky ridge, inereusing in height as we ascend. i
The summit is o clif 200 to 300 foet Ligh, and the slopes are thickly ehewt
waooded. Thel

Bursunged.—At 183§ miles reach Barzungeh (2,6007), a scattered bamlet fest
extonding abont § mile up the valley. !‘

The hill slope is cultivated in small {ervaves fenced in with hedgerows of 3 peart
rores and vines, which twine up the tress. Osk, mulberry, walnat, fig, and uptl
pomezranate grow in considerable numbers. 1

The puth is narrow and obstrueted by treiling vines, brisrs, and overlanging ther
branches. The little flat-roofed houges, hulf hidden by the vegetation, are J usedl
scatterad singly up and down the terraves. Water is frim several small ¥
springs in the hillside. A large quantity of tobacco iz grown here, and a gourse -
kind of silk produced. izt

These nre Bilbass Kurds, a fine handsome race, and these veeladed villages hyacit
seem in a flonrishing condition..  Some Iirge wilnut tiees ware passed. neb b

Kala Bursungeh—Overlooking the village on a spuriz Kala Binzungeh, am v |
ald stone fort in ruing, built todefend this pass into Rawanduz. agpens

Golun.—At 17 miles we halted in Golan (8,250Y, a similar villaze to Bur- _ ¥:
zungeh, with honses seattered ahout on small terraces, and half hidden by the {00
thick trees and orchards. walley

These Kurds wear a short open jacket of white felt withont sleeves. The ot
men never do anything exeept tend the floeks, the women being the chief topol
workers. Their shoes are of cotton ornumentid with tufts of wool. s

Kermanjiis generally spoken. One or two men in the village can gencrally ¥
be found to speak Turkish, They ssemed a peaceable, industrious people, and i
received us in the most hospitable manper, )

Waather elear and br?ngs, mnd plensant for marching. Temperaturs noon bk
729 and 58° at 5-80 .. [y

21st May.—General direction, N.  Left the village, and commenced long The
ascent of n steep ridge ealled the Gurmanjsl Dagh, which lay in front of ns. thee
Met asmall caravan of 20 mules on their way from Rawanduzand some Kurdish Rig
nomads on their way to summer quarters in the Kandil Dagh. a thi st

Followed a track in a narrow valley with steep grissy slopes’; an easy the s
gradient, N i

At 4} miles elevation 5,200 fest, A Tow patehes of snow were still in the ke rogts
crevasses of the vocks. This was also the © tree-limit,” above which the Slbu
slopes were quite bare, s ¢

About § mile to the west was a perpendicular wall of roek 400 to 500 feef At
high, along the foot of which we skirt and whieh forms the summit ridge of Witlne
the Gurmanjol Dagh, 8 ol sl

At 44 miles reach the base of the rock wall (3,200), and turn north-esst, by bigh ¢
parallel to it, along a fairly level track, :’,-,;F;th
To the right are sevoral deap wooded valleys, all converging towards the Titing |
Shawnr valley, and drining into the Sarkopkan Sa, Track isa 4 to 6 feet n \Eh'
ledge in clay and shaly hillside. L'ﬁml:
At 7§ miles (5,205) torn sharp to the vorth towards a gap in the chiff, Ttk
mounting by some steep zigzags: gradient § to L. This is easily passuble 'F.i|:;I
for mountain artillery, and after one mile of struggling up this steep ascent i 4
we reached the snmmit of the pas: (5,0107). “if_.m.
Gurmanjol Paxx,—A good view is obtainable of the Kandil Dagh, and the | h'l‘.'"!
epuntry to the south. The summits are rounded with few peaks, and il =
grassy plateanx form a favourite summer pasturage for the Kurds, ey
The peak of Pir-a-Magdarin bears 150° i
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::‘ Nuchewan Dagh.—<Eastward is a high snow-govered rangs, called the Nu-
! chiewan Dagh which conneets this with the prineipal mass of the Kandil Dagh.
i ‘T'he Kandil Dagh snmmits ave about 12,000 feet and the Nuchewan 10,000
foet above sea level.
ol A Tew patelies of snow lin about here still and the yonung grass is just ap-
e o °  pearing. One eamp of nomads hud arrived, and were grazing their sheep high
e up the mountain side. .
e B In the winter snow lies 8 to 4 foet deap at the summit of the pass, and
ok the route is closed for thres months—Jannary to March. Probably, if more
1’7"‘"‘ used by caravans, it conld be kept opeu all the year round.
Hmd 5 From the head of the pass we started north-west down o Barfow valley, I
bl bordered by stony ridges rising 1,060 16 1,500 feot on either side, A small
stream, gradunllyinerensing in size, keepe down the centre. Tulips, asphodel,
rilhgs byacinth, dark red lilies, rhubarh, &e., grow in profusion, and the soil is a
: rich black loam betweon the stones. A fow stunted pear trees were noticed
i near the summit; but the trees ineresss in size, and low oaks and hawthorn
appear as we descend.
tBare Nalkewan Fatley—At 15 miles halted on a small open spot by the stream
I the {5,1”("}, sutronnded by thick brushwood and trees. This is the Nalkewan i
| valley,  Novillage near for some distance. Weather misty and elondy in the
+ Tha morning, with afew showers : temperature 67° at noon. The road from the
& ek top of the pass is very stony, over loose Jjugged pieces of rock, Every shos
4 soon disappeared from the animal’s fest,
b 22nd May.—General divection, N.W. Left camp, and followed path
el down the valley, Waathoe cloudy and overeast, with a few light showers at
starting.  The path led through o thicket of low tress and shrubs und {he ‘
fire big overhanging branches ciught the mule loads as they pussed. Pear trees and
bawthorn in Llossom now. —-
el Ing The valley is about § mile wide, bordered on either side with steep wooded ! i
ol e crags, | —
hosd . Rising beyond these are rounded stony ridees, thickly covered with snow
at the summits,  Several rocky glens were passed, down which strenms from
;am b the snows flowed. Tn one was the morks of an avalunche which had swept a
clear track through the forest, about 300 yurds wide, cutting trees close off by —
il the roots, and bringing down huge boulilers and stones, Pleaty of firewooll,
e fe dead trees, and branches seen lying about. No one was met, and the country
seemed quite deserted.  The gradient is ensy, buti track rough and stony.
3t At 8} miles the stream we have been followi ne makes a bend to the
il north-west, entering a narrow gorge choked with a thick forest of oaks
nnd undergrowth, and down whieh no track seams to load. 1t 18 bordered
bt by high chiffs rising 500 to 800 feet on either side. Our track ascends in a
westerly direction over a low o/, and enters the head of another long vailey
i running down to Rawanduz. At 4 miles we reached summit {elevation 5,211),
il from which a splendid view is obtainabls in the Kawanduz direction, the
horizon bounded by the enow peaks of the Hakkiari mountains.
fhe ik To the right and left the view is shut in by steep rocky ridges, topped
e with a few patches of snow—the Garak Dugh on the left, and the Beni |
ot Hindawin on the right. The head of the valley is from 100 to 200 yards wide,
i and for 3} miles down the valley the tmek is vory rough and bad.
j ol It lies through nak forest and thick shrub undergrowth—a narrow path just
'l wide enough for the mule loads. Rough pieces of limestone, honeycombed and
k¥ jogged at the edges, project here and there, and the ground is strewn with
oose stones, The descent is an ensy gredient, und by clearing the stones and
N2
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filling the rough places, a road, practicable for artillery, conld he made in a ‘Th.'
short time. 1F mors used by earavans, this road would Jll‘hllﬂb‘y improve. follw
Most of the tress were well grown caks, 37 to 376" diameter; of the gall- ralby
benring kind. The district is uninhabited, aud consequently the trees do not sy
sulfur from cutting for firewood. Th
After Th miles the track improves mapidly, with fewer stones avd more i
eluy soil and the valley gets broader also as we go on. ol §
The rock strata here are very marked, To the right they slope np from 20° Al

to 25°, and to the left they have been forced into n vertical position, the valley § wii
forming the dividing line of thess twoslopes, Both ridges ave well wooded ’*’TI‘.,’.
Bi

almost to the summit. ]
A lwln

At 81 miles the valley is § mile wide. Our pathwindsover a succession of B
gmall spurs from the left. The trees along the Em-er part of the slapes, as we l“‘{ ol
near the inhabited districts, become more stunted anid cut for firewood. S
The tiack is broad and easy, and we passed a few patelies of eultivation il M1
and vineyards. Thi

Gurrawar.—At 9 miles rounded a spur and passed through the village ‘E:ulu'
of Gurrawan (54007, at the mouth 6f a narrow rift opening from a upper foddes,

platenu to the west, 6 miles long and 3 broad. A large stream emerges from
this rift, and is used to irvigate terraces of cnltivation, lining the stream
for a mile from the mouth of the gorge.

In these terraces were s great variety of fruit trees and large ash, onk,
sycamore, and walnut ; mulberry, pomegranates, figs, pears and apples; vines
and roses twining up the trees.

The soil seemed capable of producing anything. High up throngh the
govee to the south-west was an upper plateau, with slopes covered with vine-
yurds and thickly wooded.

A few small villages were hidden away in the most inaceesible places,

Guillaw.—On the north-east side of the valley is another similar elevated
sin called Guillan, and communicating with this throngh a deep rift or gorge
down which a Jarge stream flows, It is shaped like a crater, about 3 miles
diametor, bounded by a civeular wall of cliffs 1,000 to 1,500 feet in height,
and streaked with snow along the summit : the slopes were well wooded ; &
fow patches of cnltivation and vineyards and two smull villages were secn in
the most inaccessible and precipitous places. Altogether a most extraordinary
place with eliff seengry of maryellous beauty. Thesepeople, the Akoyeh Kurds,

el their honses in these out-of-the-way elifts in the mountaius soasto be
able to defy Turkish authority more easily.

In Gurrawan the people looked Lalf-starved and in rags. At first supplies
wore refused, the people thinking we were Turks, but on hearing we were
English, bread, sour milk, and dried fraits, all they possessud, were produced.

The road from Gurrawan eontinues down the vallay, crossing several low
spuurs from the left and is quite passabla for artillery if some of the narrower

{nces were widened, Several wooded glens join in from the ridge to the
E’ﬁ. and some well-tendud vineyards were passed, and small patehes of wheat.
Trges gt fewer and more stunted as we go on, although the upper slopes of
the ridges are still well wooded.

Jhickead.—At 13 miles (2,500°) Fickend, a small village, is passed. Like
Gurrawan, it is at the month of a gorge in the hills to the laft, throngh which
flows a larze stream, irrigating terraces of orchards and vineyards below.

The Guillan stream flows along the north-east side of the valley, hers
1 to 4 mile wide. An old watch tower on a spur, a relic of the times of the
independent Kurdish chiefs in Rawanduz, is pamé here,
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L_.' The valley widens to 1 mile below Fickead and the rond is s broad track,
{ following the stream bank. A broad ridge (2,200°) closes the end of the
o valley 2 miles from Rawanduz, up which the road winds by a series of steep
e zigzags, and the town is not visible until elose above it
: The stream, which we have been following, passes through this ridge by a
bt narrow gorge 30 to 40 yards broad, bordered by steep cliffs 200 to 300 fest,
] and joins the Rawanduz river at the east corner of the town (11,5007,
IT'I After aseending the ridge, the road skirts the gardens nbove the town,
B and then down through the paved streets, so steep and narrow that there is
oot barely room for u loaded mule to pass.
! This route as far as the foot of the Gurmanjol pass is for the most part
wionsf leyel and passable for artillory, with the exception of a few miles on the right
Lt bank of the Zab near Dukhan fi‘l'l"\'.
remsul Some road-making and elearing would be required at the Gurmanjol pass
iratioy and Nalkewan Valley to pass feld guns, i
The wide valley north-west of Sulaimanial, the plain of Marga, and
villaem Rania would make good camp grounds for large bodies of troops. Fuel
tipper fodder, water, and supplies plentiful,
Tom
TP
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RAWANDUZ. Tt

The town is sitnated at the end of a spur betwesn two desp narrow gorges ”“".'“!
formud by the junction of the Nulkewan strenm with the Rawanduz Chai pertis
from the mountaing t6 the east. The hillside on whieh the town is built slopes Th
from 2,260 feet at the gardens to 1,600 feet in the riverbed. spue
It is a town of 900 houses : the population i very crowded, and nnmbers B

about 6,000, They are all Kurds, with the exception of about 200 Jews and J f B
a dozen Christian families. The

The hotses are boilt on the steep limestone soil of the hillside : the founda- el
tions of the walls for about d fect is rongh stone work; the upper portion skl
is sun-dried brck, with a roof of beams and wattles covered with 2 fest of ‘l'_‘u'-‘_' ’I
earth. finis

The inhubitants in summer sleep on the roofs in a small shelter of green Uy
wattles, The streets are very narrow: the houses are built across them in . litde
some places, while in others the road goes over the roof. To pass troops The
through, some of the houses would have to be levelled. Sanitation is quite fifeude
unknown. w thati

The weather in summer iz said to be quite as hot as the Moesal plain, and Ae
the situation of the place sunk between bare hills would secm fo warrant it, o 4

Wool, gallouts, and acorns are the principal exports, and the town being on Tills o1
the muin route between Mosul and Persin, large caravans of mules are to iy &
be [ound in the serais. A small bulbons root from which starch is made positio

was dog up on the hillsides and exported. 1he

The gorge of the Rawandoz river is the larger, and is called Rhulbar, and Ielind 1
the smaller the Kalund gorge, The stream through the lutter is dry in hounded
summer, and the Rawanduz river is then fordable near its junction with the Ham
other stream, 1t is now u swollen rapid torrent, 50 to 80 yards wide, and Hot boi
quite impassahle, (!

In the Rhubar gorge the cliffs overhang, and the river is only from 10 0 larme
to 15 yards wide, and very deep. v, ]

A wocden bridge of a single 15 feet span crosses it at the west side of the Inth
town, 1tismade of tree trunks, with fuscines placed crosswise, covered & frim 5
with a foot of earth, and a paved zigzaw road, 10” to 15" wide, cut in the oliff These
leads up to the opposite bank from the bridge. Yale toy

From the bridge several paths raditte across the undulating country to the Tha
notih-west. A loapholed gateway overlooks it from the town. Tl youg,

The smaller gorge is crossed by a similar wooden bridge of 20 fest span iod el
close to its junetion with the river, 1t flows in o rift barely 10 feet wide. s [iky
The smaller bridge is defended by a portion of the old wall and two loopholsd o skind of
towers, Mk iy

Both the bridges are strong emongh to take pack mules easily, but Hbahy
neither of them are safe for feld guns. T sy il

Two miles to the south-east the town is overlooked by the end of the Beni linkeys fy
Hindawin range, a very steep ridge rising abruptly to about 8,000 feet, and ¥ torchy
woodad near the summit. On the right bauk of the Kalund gorge are a series et Kormy
of bare rounded spurs from the range further back. These also command the Thed,
town. A broad track, by which the narrow etreets of the town can be i, S:
avoided, lends over these spurs from near the south end of the Kalund gorze, brg{fy
and joins the main Persian route on the bank of Rawanduz river, 4 mile i

o

above the town, This would be the best line for troops to avoid crowding ab
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the bridge (see sketch of country round Rawanduz), The town was dnoe
defended by a line of round towers, only one of which now remains on a knolt
to tho south-east, .
E 1 To the north of the fown, on a prominent ronnded spur, 1,500 yards dis-
ok tant, is a masonry fort aboul 40 yards square, with towers at the corners, It is

iy 1 partially thrown down,
il The road to Sidaka and the Kalsshin pass ean be seen winding over the
i spur by this castle.  On the right bank of the gorge of the Rawanduz Chai
;"”‘-”l{ 1 are a line of low-ronnded hills, eut up by some deep ravines, reaching as far as
i the Beni Barrakia range, a steap rocky range to the E.N. 1.
! The gencral divection of the valley of the Rawanduz Chai is 85°,
efiuly Rawanduz is u place of comsiderabls strategical importincs, as it stands !
! e at the exit of the principal pass into Mesopotamia from West Persin, Ly the
ft valloy of the Rawanduz Chai, and also the more difficult Kalushin puss from
Urmin throngh Ushou and Sidaka.
if gren Other roads passing through it are by the Gurmanjol pass to Sulaimaniah
bem (Route V1) and from Koi Sanjak, Mosul, Zebayi, uml Amadiveh.
rope The town itself is commanded on all sides by hills, and could not well he
quita defended. A very good position, Larring the exit of both passes from Persia,
is that along the ridge behind the town marked A, B, C in the plan,
m, 3 A central position would be in the gardens above the town sero<s the
it road down the Serderrin pass to the rear, with the lanks on the line o low
wing hills on cither side of the gorges, where redoubts could be easily made in the
tinlh clay soil.  The Beni [lindawin range is too steep to be sealed to turn the
15 mals asition.
\i The landseape sketeh of the town ](wking eouth-west shows this pnsitinn
Ton, od behind it.  North of Rawanduz is an open hilly conntry for about 15 miles, a3
sy bounded boih on the east and west by steap rocky ridges thickly wooded. '
withhe ll;m'null::_i'. is a Kaimmakamlik of the Mosul Waliat, the Kaimmakam's e
ide, hounsy being in the gurdens above the town.
Ou this ridge, near the gardens, were encumped 500 troops. There are |
fiea no barracks, and they were in dilapidated bell tents, and had been for two | —
years. They are needed to keep the surrorniing distriots in order.
i In the gardens is the small village of Kala Teluk. The water on the ridge
ol [ is from springs, said to be net as good as the river water in summer,
T u ’l.;hmc 15 4 nlll |h\;mus spring on u spur to the east of the town whete sick
eople come and bathe, v
fre o : ]'l'lm hill slopes around are bare: nothing but a few vines are cultivated.
e The young shoots of a kind of edille thistle, called #ungur in Persinn
teh 7t and %'t in Arabic, were in the bazar, and ave much eaten here, 1t
fst it tastes like cabbage, and is a species of storzonera or tragopogon. Pueas from
Tsshod ;}:i;d of_ w_ild veteh were also eaten. Mullerries were just ripe—iwhite and
' ck varieties.
il g Rhnbarb, nsed medicinally, gathered at elevations of about 5,000 fert, is
4 also sold. Withies and green fodder were evnstantly being brought in on
Hiale donkeys from the Rawanduz river valley. Arabic and Persian are understood
f!le by merchants and muleteers passing through on the Suj Bulak-Mosul road ;
*ﬂ, but Kermanji is generally spoken in the town, and Turkish by officials.
""wh The decendants of the old Kurdish Begs of Rawanduz still live in the 7
mmi town, Some 50 years ago they were all powerfal here, owned the ecountry as s
nzﬂﬂ‘ far ns the Lesser Zab, and raided up to the gates of Mosul. Thess Kurds are 4
e - now split up into numerons small t.rigms. ) <
;@-!N i This is a Turkish quarantine station with an Armenian doctor,
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| There is o Protestant Christian merchant, Tumao, who does a good déal of
trade, and Missionaries from Urmia occasionally pass through here, and one

J or two Russian merchants every year,
On the 23rd the weather in the morning was hazy; in the aftarnoon
clonded over, with a warm wind from the westward : temperatire 80° at noon
and 83%at 2 . At 9 o o beavy thunderstorm, accompanied by heavy

'l rain and ineessant lightning, broke over the town, and kept circling round the
: r hills till past midnight.

! On the 24th temporature 68° at 6.0 A, with clear bright weather :

I
| temperature 83° at noon.  Variations of temperature during the day und on
} different duys are eonsiderable at this time of year.
!l The nights are much cooler than the days as a rule,
| K i

Barometer readings were as {ollows :

|ﬂan Mar. Ziap Mav, | Bern Mar. Srm Max,
1 ] —
B, 2rw. 1 0r, L 4 rou, i Brum | B
ik _
I'.: = —‘-——- — S
{ !l. Large anervid . 5 27708 2706 ‘ 2807 ! 25°138 2811 | 2514
| | Seall w| 2821 | 2818 | sz | 2893 | 2398 | 2895 | 2837
] Temporature 81° | 53° 75° | 66" 53° | 69° Bi° =

if
-1 [ Routes from Rawanduz.

The principal trade route throngh Bewanduz is that from Mosul to Suj
Buluak and West Pursia.

From Ruwanduz an easy hill road following the valley of the Rawnnduz Chai 15
londs enst over the hills into the Lahijan district in Persia, and from there -J.Lm'-
direct to Suj Bulak. Bl

The stages are—

Miles,

taynn 24

Rayat e 18

I Khelisteanr & o L ey 27
I. Suj Bulak vve e 24
i Torarn e b

Rayat is a Turkish frontier post. Urmia ean also be reached by this route

The highest point of this route is 6,000 feet, Merchants say that as a rale

i through Ushnu and Baraoduz (s2e Route X11I).

this route is clear of snow all the year round for caravans, but in severe
seasons 1 closed from two to three months at & time.

Loute to Ushnn.—Another route into Persin lies over the Kalashin pass to
Ushnu, from which point Urmia and Tabriz can beo easily resched. 1 could
find #o one who knew this route in Rawnuduz, and no trade follows it ; snd
it, is closed for six months in the year Ly snow. In Ushnu it was said to
be impracticable for mules, but guides were not obtainable. No camvans ever
took it, bub preferved to taken more southern road to Lahijun. The stages wore
given from Ushou—(1) Shaikhan, 4 hours ; (2) Sidukaya Turkish frontier post;
9hours; (3) Rawanduz, 8 hours.
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This pass is too dificult for troops; the rond in places was said to be #o
narrow that two people could not pass each other,

T'he following is a précis of this route from Ushinn by the Kalashin pass
from Ainsworth., For the remainder of the route Ushnn to Urmia, see Route
XIII:

Ushnu to Rawandus.

Tef July 1840, Ist #tago.—TLeft in the afternoon, fordod the Gader, and passod by Sinkar, and
then, inatead of proceeding direct to Kalishin pass, wo turnad wost to the summer quarters of the
Serufi Kurds, whore we halted.

2ud July, 2ad stage—Started early for ascenit of Kalishin piass, which we did on fook,

We erossed the first range, und gained a conntry of less mow and more wood, and with many
focks of lll!‘ﬂ[.l ool goats feeding on the slopes. W soon came to another ravge with glaciers, the
slope of which ereatod some anxiety, Wo passed three of theso, and a single slip would have
hurled d perso 1t to s great depth.  Continued wscent of the Shaikiwi peak over the first monntnin
aoif erosseil numerons snow drifts ; then a descent throngh o ravine fillod with snow ¢ thon snotlier
steep rocky mieent.  Elevation of sammit of Shaikh Iwa was 10,568, (Mr. Aingworth secins io
have turned aside from the regular track to ascend tlis peak.) Descended from mountain top,
sl halted for short time b elevation B,568. On leaving this, wo crossed severnl lnrge streams,
which united in a wooded vale bolow called Berkbamma.

W descanded rapldly from here until the region of onks and neacia was reachod. Goingat a
fair pace ot u distanee of & honrs from the halting plece, we reached Sidaks or Bidek valley, and
rested in the village of Seffuli.  (Elevation 8,742")

The elinnge in temperature and vegetation was very great, reacking bere the level of riee and
malon caltivation with mullwrry groves.  Soeveral little villages nre scatterad along the bank of the
Biilaka viver or on the hill slopes.  Comtinned our road along the Sidaka vallay, Crossad a river
from the south.eust,” 10 yurds wide and 3 feet deep, by a bridge, imbedintely beyond which was &
brook aud ravine, which latter isolaten a bold projection of rock which is washed on the opposite
eide by the river of Sidaka, and the last mentioned river unifed.

On this projection is Sidaka fort, 8 sqoare building with romd towers at tho sugles.  Tha
village near it vontuing 100 houses, A wooded open valley unites with the Sidakn valléy from
tho south-mst, and the noited waters flow into the comparatively open country between Sar Linitks
and Sari-Burl,

Tmmediately beyond Sidaka commeneed the aseent of the Sari-Purd, a wooded mountain,
snd wiro & Hours accoraplishing nenrly the semicireuit of this, which we lad to do to gnin the
wale of Bawandus,  The lutter part of the desrent of the Sird.Burd for 2§ bours is curvied slong
# shelying deelivity of schiste, and cannot be ridden over on mule.  Wo baltod & short tine at
the Clristian villago of IMana, and then rode along the plain to Bawnnduz, ‘This route is quite
imsrnur.ialhln for artillery, th two prineipal difficallios bolng the snows of the pam of Kialiskin
nnd tho descent on slates at the foot of the Sar.-Bard,

Ronle to Rezan.~—To Rezan there is a ronts passivg through the Deni-
Barakia Dagh, a stecp rocky range running W.N.W. from Rawanduz,
The valley to the north-west is the country of the Budilia Kueds, through
which the Sidaka stream flows to join the Rawanduz Chai. It looks fertile
and well wooded, and contains seven villages, the largest being Barnkia, 4
hours from Rawanduz. It is two stages to Rezan of 8 hours each—(1) Mus-

ina; (2) Rezan on the Great Zab, or abont H0 miles.

The first stage passes Barakia, and the road is faivly easy over undulating
eauntry, The second issaid to be very rocky and difficult, and scarcely practic-
able for mules.

1t Boratu, Alhmara, and Shirana villages in the Badilia distriot, and
descends into the valley of the Great Zahat Rezan by a narrow pass called the
Derbend-i-Khanibaut, at the north-west end of the Heni Barakia ridge.

The route we took to reach the opposite bank of the Zab near Hezan is
less direet than this, but seems easier,

Route to Mosul.—All routes going west from Rawanduz have for the first
stage to descend the Serderria pass into the valley of the Ghalifan Su near
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{ Koniatman (see Route VIII). From the foot of the passto Frbil and
Mosul the country is easy over low gravel undulating hills. Onpe road
| leads direct to Mosul, crossing the Zab at Guirdamomish ferry, and
il another makes a détour to the sonth throngh Frbil and the Kalak ferry.
|3 ,'7 Caravans take five days going the former route, the stages being—
| Houre,
'.’I | (1) Konjatman .. e " 6
I} (2) Herir 8
| (3) Guirdamamish ,.. s " o
[uldd (4) Matni &
) (5) Mosul " 8
I making a total of about 85 miles,
f"' Severnl villages are passed, and suppliesare plentiful. By the latter route
, throngh Erbil the road is rougher and less used by caravans.
The stages are b
'H' (1) Kurrok s 14 *
:'J. (2] Herash 13
| (8) Brbil B0
(' (4) Kalak £
]'f (8) Masul o i o188
I muking a total of 110 miles. |
L Ronte to Kui Sanjak.—This is three stages—
ris Hours,
(1) Ghalifan - . 6
(#) Balassan s . L ] ]
(3) Kui Sanjak ... = ¥in e - 8

14 Total about 50 miles.

From Koniatman the road leads over some rough hilly country, easy for
mules (Route VIII).

Footpaths are said to lead over the Garak Dagh, but none practicabls for
mules.

Tha following is a prieis of the deseription by Ainsworth of the direet !
route from Rawanduz to Mosul :

Rawanduz to Mosul,

3rd July 1540, 18t stage—~Left Bawanduz, passed the gardens of the town, and madea descent
into a deep valley with a gap through the limestono ridge into the bed of the Rawanduz river. 1
! Then ascendod 1§ hours to the crest of the shoulder of Sir Hassaun Beg (Garak Dagh).

I : The rond thon winde down the perpendicular fuee of the rock so graduslly that it may be ridden
[Pl most of its length.
At the foot of the pase the rond turns vp the ravine of the Pir Hassan stream.

In somé plisces vast slipa bad taken place, and bhuge masses of rock for o time hid the river
from sight ; then wo came upon s little open space with a base of sand or gravel, whils at other
times the road was enrried with difficulty under overbanging cliffs, Atléngth we roached the open
plain, and hivouacked near the village of Pir Hassn (Ghalifan).

‘ ¢k July, 2nd sfage.—Enter an uninteresting country, connisting of the plaine and undulating

o s distriet which extenids botween tho outlying low ranges of Lillsof the Kurdistan mountaine.

i Pass the hills of Koniatman, wooded with oaks, and then a square castle ealled Kals Kin.

|45 These billslod us to Herir plaln, besond which is the rocky range of limestone enlled Ghural Surgh.

I 11 Pass Anowa, and reach the banks of the Zab, where there s o ferry and two villages—oue
on the left bauk Kusroki; that on the right Keodil, The forry wes a swall skin raft,
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_ From o varicty of dati the width of the Zab at Nimrod (junction with the Tigrls), af the
rmnt where the Eivbil vond erosses, and at Herir, varies from 150 to 200 yurds, while the Tigris
s seldom Jegs than 200 yards, nnd oceasionnlly mare,

The Zab s alwags much deeper, and contained, when we snw it, & larger body of water
than the Tigris, whose tritmtaries are not suppliod by so many smow mountains as the Zab,

Boyond the ferry we entered a cuntry of sand nnd sandstone, with ninicrous rivalots,

There nre several villages an the banka of the Zab, which makes o northward bend round
tho Ghmrah Surgh, Halted ot the small village of Tsa,

otk July, ded siage—Started up the valley of the Akra river, a tributary of the Zab, Left
the yalley near s low hill caliod Ser Deriyoh, and below s eotered on the extensive plain of
Nabikur, studded with villages, but only partially cultivated,

Tha Khnzir river fows down the centro, This plain and the Akea vall prod il
the rice for Mosul.  Hulted ut durk in village Chorek. 2 -
A Tuly, 46k stoge.—Tho Jebal Muklub is profonged to the onth-east by low sandsto hillas
o on the side of which is the large village of Zenganah,  The Khnzir forces it{ Ih;:ug?: these
hiils wp the foob of Maklub, but turns sside at n hill eallod Ain-el-Safrn, Iuwﬁa low sandstone
ridge botwoon this and Jebnl Muklub is the village and Kban of Dabrerdul,

From there to Mosul is 4 houts (18 miles), i

E iy

w
\".Il

*

/|

Kurds round Rawanduz.

Ritbass.—~These Kurds inbabit the districts south of the Kandil Dagh,
along the Persian frontierin Pishder district, and were once a large trika,
but are now much reduced in pumbers. They have a very bad reputa-
tion, moving over the frontier when they getinto difficulties with either
Government,
Balak.—They are partly sedentary and partly nomad. These also inhaki
the Kandil Dagh, and much the same districts as the Bilbass, They are
artly sedentary. Both Bilbassand Balak tribes go to the upper slopes of the
E.nn il Dagh for the summer,
Sin.—In the Marga and Runin plains and slopes of the Kotsrut and o
Kurkur Daghs are the Sin Kurds, mostly sedentary, with a few nomads -

to go to the Kandil Dagh in summer. _
Akhur—South of Rawanduz, on the Garak Dagh and the Nalkewan district, \"‘—-
are the Akhur or Akoyeh Kunis, all sedentary, and number about thirty
villages,
Badilia.—North of Rawanduz round Barrakin are the Badilia Kurds, ——
numbering about 20 villages, in a fertile well-wooded distriet,
Beni Hindawin.—TFast and north-east of Rawanduz, in the valley of the
Rawanduz Chai, are the Beni Hindawin or Hindawani Kurds, all living in
villages,
' LKawandns—Round and in Rawanduz are several small Kurdish triles,
| clans of hereditary Begs, who once governed the place.
Herir,—West of the Garak Dagh, in the fertile plain of Herir, along the
sonth bank of the Zab, are the Herir Kurds, once a powerful tribe. They
live in villages on the plin.
Sursi.—Round Koniatman and as far as the Zab are some sedentary Kurds
called Surei. They are said to be great thieves. They live in fifteen
villages.
All these tribes are Sunnis, and talk Kermanji., A few men can gencrally
be found in the villages who talk Turkish,

HYPrRE
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} Route No. VIII.—Rawancm\z tﬁ Amadiyeh, via the Great Zab
falley, .

25tk May to 1st June.

{1
[ inl [ IHETAwOR, TN WILTS :
HI’ Brapes. T uﬁf‘: ;:r i
.' ! ll;;u'. Total. o ]
o) = &
| ! Konttman 000 15 15 2:50
;H‘ Great Zab River Ve o) |00 14 a0 850 ’
| Bigil wi| saml 18 4 251 [ s
! 1 Bila Empr ... v s o || 688 176 6175 230 In
il Shinea §n Serna w | B8] 28 765 | 290 e
Intha 500 | 13 RS 2 40
Amsdiysh = 790| 25 | 1z | 83

| 0 il Bkl chall el

a6th May.—General direction, . Left at 5-0 am. Tle #

“.‘l\\'.‘l'.li!ll?.

Il
“ mules had some difieulty in ascending the p, narvow stroets. :
It sed throngh the gardens and the village of Kalateluk, which overlook A
;r I the t Tl )
i M Weo followed a broad, well-made road for a short way, and nt 13 miles des- IR ]
I" | cended o narrow valley erossed by steep shaly gpurs from the Gurrak Dagh on fime
one side, and divided from the River Gorge, on the other, by a perpendicnlar T
wall of limestone 500 feet high. In this is a rift throngh which a small -

strenm passes,
The lowar slopes of the Gurmlk Dagh to tha south are ecovared with low trees
and Lrashwood, with a few vineyards, The summit of the range is nbout
8.500" above sea level, The telegmph (1 wireton wooden Jrhi
Mosul goes over a spur of Lhis go, wnd not down the Se
6 miles we resclied the erest of the ru (9,215°) amd a deep gorge, bordered
by [‘”'"I‘l'i""'; 1,500 feet high, luy immediately to the right,at the base of wiich
the Rawanduz River forced its way throngh the mountain.
Serderria Pass.—The degeent into this gorge'is a series of short mgzaps
and windings, taking advantage 6f projecting spurs and the lie of the struta 1
in the oliffs. The road is p:s\'l-\l. and is in good order ; with some p[uug-;
6 fect wide, but the avernge is from B t4 10 feet, with a coping of
rough blocks on the vuter edge.  Some of the zigzags ave ouly 8 to 10 yards

o

| long. The sides of the gorge are a series of cliffs with steep terraces between f b
| them 3 the river flows in o channel from 80 to 40 yards wide at the hotfom. |‘ ud g
The Turks talk of making a rosd along the viver bank. It is practicable, but o Z"ﬂ”
s good denl of cutting among the clay and boulders would be required ; the 1) ‘_
i steap aseent over the ridge wonld then be avoided. vl
Tha length of the descent following the windings is 3 miles 0 furlongs, The i :
mnles took 2% hours. I walked down in 1§ hours; but the ascent, of course, | Urk‘ .I|I,]
| would take longer. The descent is 1,635 feet, nnd it is called the Serderrin Poss, ] il =
l.', Iield artillary might be dragged up by hand, but it would be difficult .‘.N":m"
™ 4 work, The pass ean be turned by & track over the rounded spur of the Gurruk " :Y:_
. Dagh to the south, following the line of telograph. % t‘b"-
'i'.' At the foot of the descent the road turns west, leaving the walley of the A i
‘IH 1l Rawanduz river, aud entering that of a small fributary, the Ghnﬁf&n Su, n-mtl

i ||| I
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L2 ¢ % - .
also confined in & narrow gorge in the hills 200 to 800 yards wide,
borderad by eliffs 800 to 500 Teet high. Some enormous fragments of rock
have in places become detached from the elilts above, and obstruet the flow of
— the torvent, and the banks are well wooded with syeamore, ilex, and various
shrubs.  In ono place the road leads into Uhe waler to aveid a Jjutting elid? and
| =y in Hloods it would be impassible, Near the mouth of the gorge 18 a hridge of
i e tree trunks, stretohed aeross the piers of an okl masonry bridge (1,8201). !
At 12 miles wo emerged through o vift, about 40 yurds wide, into an open |
. vnlla_r. surronnded by low wooded hills.
H Kowiafman —Shortly after passed G halifan, a village with a few vineyards,
% anid necendid some low spurs to the north-west. At 15 miles halted in Ko-
5 nintman (2,985, a small village overlooking the valley just deft. Water |
mil is from twao laxge eprings, and there are o fow orchards on the hillside.
Yl In'a direetion 286° the valley of the Great Zab could be seen : theinteryens
el ing dountry is ‘ndu]al-in_r_: and bare of trees,
W T'n the south and south-west are a suecession of low, rocky ridges, the first
fm being abiout 4 miles distant, covered with low trees.
In a direction 147° runs the valley of the Ghalifan Su, 1 to 1} miles wide,
= gradually narcowing, It grows patelies of rice and o few orchards along the
e stream bank. There senms a very slight watershed between this and the northe
! west end of the valley of Rania traversed on last ronte,
L A route also lies to Koi Sanjok across the ridges {o the south-west,
. T'he soil is stony with jageed masses of limestons protriding hére and there,
but with rich black loam betwoen the stones, It grows low trees and some
fine plover, -
To the north-east and east a great mass of snow-covered mountains shut
in the view.
From 78° to 83° was the Kandil Dagh, I'Ixh‘m]ing from 727 to 75° was o~
the Boz Dagh, the latter bearing being to the highest point, Bearing 64°
was n eonieal penk covered with snow, K_ﬂ_-
Weathur today elear and fine.
26th May.—General ditection, N.W, Continua along main road towards
y Erbil and Mosul. A low wooded ridge, which we eross, forms the watershed —
dlviz between the Ghalifan Su and the Zab.
| Karakhin—At 2 miles passed a rocky ravine with stream from the right,
e | up which is the lirge village of Karakhin, among orchards and vineyards
[ and a ruined castle, The Kurds from here to the Zab are called Sursi, said to
e be great thieves, and to have a very bad nampe for robbing curavans, Lo,
el At 4§ miles leave the main rond and telegraph and follow a side valley bare
- of trees.
¢ ) . . 3 .
oS Presently we turn north-west through a gap in the low ridga near the village
s and spring of Amoka (1,745, and emerge on n wide bare upland overlooking
Ha the Zab. A few nomad tents with their flocks still remain bere, but most
dile B had migrated to the hills. A few patehes of wheat and maizo grow round
e the village and along the banks of the Zab, otherwise the soil, thongh fortile,
5 M is uncultivated. There is a fringe of long grass by the river banks, The
7 track skirts the boss of a steep rocky range to the north-enst, the last outlier
alw of the mountainous country west of Rawanduz, through which the Zab forces
.l its way.
'E::gu A Ziighf. path leads across an undulating country with several small springs
in the valleys. '
4 | At 104 {l.l.llﬂ pass' Berdin, a small village on a bluff overlooking the
E:l i river,
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!
- Soon after descand steeply to the strip of lavel Jand along the left fl
bank (1,065°). The raft, or “kalak,” as it is called, usz for crossing is some- dm
times kept below Berdin, but had now been broken up. Very few caravans o
ever use this route, and consequently we had to move 34 miles down stream M
to Khurreh, where we camped and sent to obtain sking, &e., to make the raft, | ot
While search wes made for the raft, I rode north along the bank to | whe
explore the gorge through which the river emerges from the mountains. It Tt
is ealled the Berdin Berwasi (Door). ot
Berdin Gorge—Y¥rom the village of Berdin the track led for § mile alo ok
the plateau overlooking the river, and then dipped suddenly into a V-sbﬂ[.:_ﬁ ]
ravine parallel to the foot of the ridge. T
Turning, down this a path led to the river bank. The opening through - alir b
which the river eame was barely 10 yards wide, and must have been very deep, ok
as the whols of water catne boiling and eddying throughit. A path led round A
the cliff on the left bank, which I followed for 200 yards until ishecame a ledge Yand
barely 1 foot wide, and the only way of getting along was sideways with m g' bacl =
to the cliff. As the track did not improve m‘t'uruai 1t is quite impassable for s
mules. From the top of the ridge, forming ons flank of the gorgs, 620 foet g
high is obtained a good view of the course of the Zab winding through i
lines of very steep wooded hills. bt th
The junction of the Zab and the Rawanduz Chai could not be seen, buba i‘
dip in the hills indicated its position. i 81
On both banks footpaths led along the water’s edge, Lut quite imprac- l"ﬁ
ticable for mules: the stones in some places have elipped away, leaving only N
a sloping sheet of roek: the right banll: seemed slightly better than the left. L,
The cliffs, on that bank, vose to & height of about 1,500 feet, :ﬁ“
Some metallic nodules were picked up in the vertical shale strata on the ity
e east side of the gorge, Analysis gave themas nodules f”'";‘;
o of iron pyrites., The river widens on leaving the gorgze, ;.' h
aud flows over a shingly bed, ﬁgll to 600 yards wide, with flat shelving banks. s
The soil is gravelly buf fertile, and low cliffs of conglomerate come down to i
the water’s edge ot intervals, Several small springsin the bank and o deserted 'I"""d’[
village with a thick grove of orehards were passed on the bunk just below ua |
Berdin, Large flocks of sheep grazed by the river bank, i
Kihurreh—Our eamp was with some Kurds by the water's edge (1,005, On
the village of Khurreh being two miles up a ravine to the south. A knim- ol
makam lives thers, The water in the river was high now, and icy cold from HoHN
the melting snow. Judging from marks on the banks, it rises 20 fect tnppey
| above this level in flood time.  © A
F The river flows in a gravelly bed 350 yards wide here, with a deep current tieep 3
i - " Kavigability of the Great  of & miles an hour; and has the reputation of being l‘!.‘-’“_
Y Zal. a treacherous and difficult river to eross, o Ay
From this point toits junction with the Tigris the eountry is hilly and un- Speatt
it dulating, and the banksopen. There seems no reason why the Tigris steamers o fn
i ehould not navigate as far as this. No rapids could be heard of at this season, e,
il and the stream 1s remarkably deep. i wolid, n
| Tq be abla to bring men and supplics thus far, to the foot of the mountaius, Tide in
! would be of the greatest importance, tily
| There are boat ferries at Kalak and Guirdamamish. i Tim
' Men_ wishing to cross usaally swim, the *kalak” being used when a Srney
| caravan happens to come, which 1s about onee in two months on this route. "'1!5 ]
[ Wmherclnumdbﬁqzhtinthamomiug; overeast in the aftermoon. iy,
Temperature 86° at noon ; 70° an hour after sunset, i":!:
l . _ n
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27th May—General direction, N.W. A raft was made of a framework'
of reeds placed over 10 inflated sheep skins. This took 14 mule loads and
two people, and was propelled by a single paddle,

dvantage was taken of a bend of the channel to give the raft a good start
towards the opposite bank ; and then it was carried § mils down stream at
ench crossing ; the river from bank to bank was 550 vards wide. .
Total time of crossing was 3 hours 85 minntes. The animals swam and would
not face the enrrent without the leader having a man swimming along side to
ide him. One mule was carried 14 miles down stream, and would have
E::m drowned if e bad not mansged to reach a timely shoal in mid stream.
Wa started from the right bank at 10-40 au., heading across some low
velly hills nearly due north. Weather became overcast and cloudy. 'fam-
ture 94° with o hot wind from the south-west,

At 24 miles the track turns up the valluy of n small stream, and runs paral-
lel and about | mile distant from the rocky ridge From the Berdin Gorge. This
rins west-north-west, and no track led over it. The counfry is eut up in all
directions by deep gravelly ravines, with small streams lowing from east to
west.

After b miles the ravings are thickly wooded with oaks and brushwood,
but the path is broad and easy.

Kala Tui—At 10 miles pass Kula Tai (2,000, a steep gravelly ridge, ris-
ing 300 feet aliove us, ruitning at right angles to the rond which ey .
the south end of it. The ridge is 500 yards long and 150 yards , and
commands a large stretch of the surrounding eountry being too far from the
range to the nortli-east to be commanded by it. It forms a good landmark.
At the north end is a ruined fort with only one wall now standing and the
remains of two storeys of stone-arched rooms with very low doors. At the
foot of the mound to the west is o platean on which is Kala Tai village, on !
the banks of a large stream which Hlows through a well-cultivated strip of
country towards the Zab. Judging by the ruins of acqueducts, mills, and i
foundations of houses, a large town once stood here. A large camp of the
Imam Ko Kol Kurds stood near the village ; they intended moving into sum- it
mer quarters in about a fortnight. &

On leaving Kala Tai, we entered a wooded upland country, crossing
several streams in deop ravines. These flow from the ridge now | mile dis-
tunt to the northward. Seil rieh conglomerate with red sandsione ledges
erapping out at intervals.

At 124 miles pass ravine with a small masonry bridge. Several Hocks of
sheep and lerds of cattle seen; the shepherds about here are armed with
long guns and knives.

Begil.—At 15 miles, 4-45 par., reach Begil or Bezil {1,905°), a large vil-
lage at the mouth of a deep gorge. 'I'wo streams, yunning in parallel ravines,
come from the range to the east, enclosing between them an isolated tooky
mound, on the top and sides of which is built the village. The houses are flat-
roofed, and well built of sun-dried brick. The slopes of the ravines are enlti-
vated in small terraces irrigated by small channels from the strenms, and are
thickly covered with olive, ilex, oak, sycamore, fruit trees, and oleanders along
the stream bank. A quantity of rice is grown in thess valleys. Akrpand this
distriet are both celebrated for the quality of rice produced.  There are several
mills, one being euriously uiwnlag in a rock-cut chamber in the side of the
ravine. The inhabitants both here and in Alra are chiefly Jows, the rest being
Kurds, Shaikh Mubammad, a Zebari Kurd, has a large house here, owns large
tracts in the surrounding districts, snd is a man of considerable influence in
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the neighbourhood. He is a middle-aged man, and is held in the greatest m
veneration by the Kurds for his religious life, His house is on'a spur at the i
north-west end of the village, and is well buili of stone, loopholed, the D
basement being cut out of the =oft white limestone, Round the walls are i
clustered the black tents of some of his retainers. Large herds of cattle and =4
shgep and a drove of 100 brood mares are kept by him in the district. The “;ﬂ"
Tarks have removed all political power from the old Begs and Kurdish chiefs, - i
Lut under the guise of religidus instruction these Shaikhs exercise a very large 1
influence over these fanatical ignorant pecple, ] E"'
The wooded slopes oxtor:ﬁn from ftwo to three miles from the base of "E
the main range, and beyond that towards the Zab lies o hare undulat- il
ing country with a fertile soil; the valleys are well-watered and culfi- '
vated, chiefly with rico and maize crops. A broad tract runs from Begil hi
o A]:&-n, 4 bours distant in a north-west direction across some low gravelly "a;}
mounds, s
25th May.—General direction, east-north-oast. Left Bagil, and crossed the
the ravine below the village, where was a broken masonry bridge, and ascended tle ks
a broad track over the range to the east.  The hillside is thickly wosded with what
low oaks and a few junipers. A camp of Kurds in booths of branches was i
passed at the summit of the hill (3,940%). oges
Zebar Pags.—This is ealled the Zebar Pass, and the whole of the rocky the B
ridge between here and the Serderria Pass leading to Rawanduz is quite im- A
passablo for mules. The view towards Mosul presents o withered treeless plain miles
undulating and cut up by gravelly ravines in all direetions. e
Easy descent following a thickly-wooded spur.  Soil stony but rich, grow- ]
ing great variety of flowers and grass. Some oaks measured 3 feet diameter: onth
as a rule they were from 15" to 2%, and stunted, ' i
In the shaley vertical strata we crossed a seam of conl cropping ot nlarsﬁ ot
T e the hillside parnilel to the direction of the ridge an e
gy about 200 yardsbrond, Tt seemed rather bituminons, nad b
but burnt well in the camp fire in the evening. ’
Amada Fallsy—At 6§ miles reach foot of decent, rather stecp near the faun ol
bottom, and cross valley of Amada, 2 to 3 miles broad, shut in by two stesp Letome
porallel ridges, containing a very fertile sail, with several large springs of Tiva thi
good water. Some groves of large oak, walnut orchards, and a few vineyards Carsm
seattered on the hillsides, Amudais a village of 100 well-bmlt houses on & T
small knoll at the east side of the valley. Population mostly Jews. roeks 3
Some Kurds living in small booths wade of branches were in the valley, war R
The

foeding the focks.
The valley rans np 300° for some 20 to 26 miles, and is 2 fo 3 miles brosd 4 itk

erossed by several low-wooded spurs from the ridges on either side. Tn o wilig)
direction 100° it extends for about 6 miles, after which it narrows in, and is ipag
closed by steep rocky ridges nt right angles, 1

Piris Dagh.—Cross the valley and nscend the ridize bounding the valley to tight
the north-east, called the Piris Dagh. Tf is a steep, rongh pntlE following e
ravine choked with boalders and loose stones. A good desl of clearing would 1 e
be necessary to make it paseable for artillery. The hills are well wooded, and |
abound in ibex, partridges, &e. i

The teack improves at half a mile from the summit (8,560, which wa The
reach at 10§ miles. A good view is obtainable of the Zab vnliaé below 1wl
us. The snowy penk of the Boz Dagh bears 63°% One track leads direct to : 7
Rezan (direction 66°). It is very steep and rough, the hill slope being 56°. Tn the

Our track kept along the hill more to the north-west, It wasa ledge only a butria]
o
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105 ©
ety foot wide, with some steep rocky parts in places. The lower slopes became
T3ty wooded with rich soil dotted ow{ with a few vineyards.
It g For the last 2 miles of the descent the track is very rocky, following a nar-
2l row ravine. Along the small stream bank are mulberry, sycamore, onk, fig,
ey and pomegravate trees. It would be quite impossible to make a Tair roud
L% out of this rugged path, strewn with boulders and rough jagged stones with
h"-tﬂ-'a n sudden drop of three or four feet at intervals.
fa Bila Kenpri—At 15} miles emerge on the plain at foot of ridge (1,8407)
wear the small village of Zubbut; from which an ensy track leads to Bila
h?‘f Keupri (1,470°), where we balted (174 miles),
i, This is a place of only 40 huts built with stones from some ruins close at
1 niii hand of buildings of the time when the Zebari Kardish chiefs were powerful
1 Bl here. The lower part of the walls of the houses are of this squared stone,
ey and the upper of wattle and daub with a flabroof of wattles covered with earth.
There 1= a stone fort, in the village about 50 yards square, with ronnd towers
troid ab the corners and loopholed walls. It is partinlly ruined, and is used as
e the kaimmakam’s house, This is o knimmakamlik of the Mosul Waliat ; and
Lyl about 20 zaptiyvabs are quartered here. The nearest point of the Zab rviver is
Ewi 13 miles distant and it opens into an undulating plain bounded by steep
vidges on all sides. The plain is crossed by severaﬁ losw wouded spure from
ks the Piris Dagh, : -
ite e The coursa of the river is on a beaving of 107° down the vallsy.,  Abont 10
ha miles down stream the hills close in, and it flows between narrow impassable
gorges as far ns the Berdin Gorge.
1, g Rezon.—Rezan 75 8 miles distunt (1 hour) on n bearing of 89° 1t is
et on the left bank, and now half inruins, containing only 30 houses. Near it is
| a small tsland in the Zab. A large tributarvy, the Keklik, coming from the
1 sl mountain distriets of Shirwan, Girdi and Nutcha, flows in elose to Rezan. 1t A
deml | comes throngh an opening about 1 mile wide in the hills to the north. The ||
Jlues road to these districts and Gavear leads through this gorge. Some Christisns | —
| reported the rond as very difficult ; 5o narrow 1n places along the steep monn-
ot e tain slopes that two peopls could not pass abreast. Shirwan and Girdi bave
e become depopulated of lite years, not more than 100 families of Nestorians
o live there now ; scattered among Kurdish villages, five or six families in each. —
ool Caravans rarely follow the route throngh Hezan,
wii | The Zab has a very rapid current below Rezan flowing among boulders and
rocks und is not fordable at uny time of year. There is a raft ferry obtainable
vl near Rezan, but crossing is said to be difficalt.

i There is no route down stream from Rezan, as the river gorges are too
oo 4 difficult, Oun the left bank extending from 343° {0 553°is high monntain range,
i with a long rocky summit thickly patehed with snow. Dotted about its
]‘ il slopes are the villages of the Beroz Kurds, about 15 altogether. It isa well
; wooded country. No villages were visible, bub their fires could be seen ab
lirh night. Skirwun lies at the other side of this range, north of Rezan,

g The Zab is known here as the Zerb. The peak of the Boz Dagh bore 85°
- from here. A very rough mountainous country with several high suow covered

Ll ranges intervenes east of Rezan. There ave 10 Christian houses in Bila Kenpri,
: and a few Jews who wander about trading among the mountain distriets.
The valley round Bila Keupri towards the Zab grew splendid grass and red
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WH: and white clover, Men were gathering it for the winter.
! oy Lioeusts arrived in the morning : the air became thick and the sun darkenad.
f & In the afternoon there was searcely a blade of green grass left. Corn was
) i hurriedly cut quite green to suve as much as possible,
I VOL. I P
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Tha villagers complained this was the fourth year thay had snffered sevarely ‘f;
from locusts, and in winter wheat bad to be imported from the Mosul apd [
Alkeen plains, | ke
The soil though rich is stony. Small terraces are formed, and the stones ‘:"
picked off in heaps. Numbers of these were deserted and overgrown with T
ghrubs, The population was much lurger before the power of the Zabari chiefs bean ®
was broken, ] .m':
Water-supply in Begil is from small wells and it seems to sink in this | o
rous white rock and remain there. Good water was found sbout 6 feet | ur:
low the surface, ""':
The slopes of the border hills are well wooded, with some isolated groves :;;
of lurge vaks in the valley. [ Bl
The rupee was readily accepted as currency even in these out-of-the-way Thet
plaves. A few Russian roubles that 1had got en reute would not be accepted ;‘.r““d‘
in the Rawanduz bazar, while the rupee was well known and aceepted. frotis
The weather was very pleasant for marching : the nights much eolder than Yt
the days, with heavy dew. Temperature 84° at noon; 64° an hour after .
sunset, and 53° at 5-0 A.n.  Sinee leaving Koniatman my Baghdad servauts s
have been suffering from fever and ague, sl 0
. This is a fevensh place in summer. Opthalmia very prevalent also. mflrh“
The following is a préeis of Layard’s journey from Mosul to Gavvar : I"’,’.;_
Leaving Mosul on the 11th of July, five hours’ ride over the plains bronght us to the small Hhirwan
Tarkman village of Birhillan, which stands on the sonth-enst spur of the Maklob hille.  After two Berugt
hours' rest, we continued the journoy by night beeause of the intense heat in the day time, and wl e
eroswerd the spur of the hills before moming dawned, The Jabal-Maklub is hers Ilhiqill into two N
distinct mnges by & deop valley, The southern ridge, rocky and furrowed like the northern, is phrm s
enlled Jabal-Ain-es-Sufra (the hill of the yollow spring) from u discolonrad fountain in one of its ok,
ravines. 1t s -flm djﬂ-ﬁmgo of the Yexidis, B Wit
Leaving the Jabal-Makinb we descended inta n broad plain stretching from it to the first ot
Kurdish range. Orossed the Ghasir,  clear sparkling strenm bordered Ly oleanders, and rested at made uih
noon ub small Kurdish villageof Kainmaws. Loft ngain in the afternoon, and, instead of striking (7]
for the monntains by the dircet path scross the plain of Nackar, we rode a the foot of o runge with s
of low hills forming its western boundary to the large Kanlish village of T Khyaw
Having rested a fuw hours, wo descended in the night into n Y{nin receiving the drainage from et
the surrounding highlands and during the riny season almost impassable from mod. Seattered Then
over it are many fonrishing villages inhabited chiefly by Kurds who cnltivate the rich and froitful ullyd
poil.  Stresms irrigate fields of eotton, tobaces, rice, anil turn numerons corn mills,  Aftor wo had [hare
erassed the parched nnid burning plain, we entered n valloy in the Kurdish hills watered by a stream Lnsi
ealled Melik or Glornsin,d  We had to elimb over mueh broken ground, rocky :'ligu. and ruvines b
Ak before renching the slope of the mountain cow bg-:‘hopﬂln Ave
Ly and orchards of Akra. The town contsing nearly 600 lies with vhme |
a Turkish Mutasellim or Governor sud the whole district about 300 villages and hamlets forming e U
} & congidornble part of the revenues of the Mosul Pashalik. In summer the inbabitants lesve viodnl é
their dwellings and encamp in the gardens, N wlibee
t The town contains n few well.built stone houses rising ono above the other, s mosque, n hath A s
1} and o ruined castle, snd was formerly the stronghold of an independent chief who enjoyed the title e
of Pasha A b
: A precigitous and difficalt path loads wp the monntain, From the snmuit of the paas the eye i
wanders over the plaing of Navkor and Shaikhan, the broken hill country about Erbil and s K
windings of the Zab snd the Ghagir, On the opposite side is n deep valley di the Akrs P A
hills from & second and loféier range (the Piris Dagh). We now entered the region of dwarf oaks, [
l and stopped after o short day’s journey at the Kurdish hamlet [Ny
'I S of Haslitgah, sur led by gig trees and watered by numeroas )
|l|= strenms, 4 ] o1k gy
| Throngh the vallay ran a broad, clear stroam, one of the confluents of the Zab, called by the Teiia.
i Kurds Durusho or Baimisho, W rode along its bauks for nearly sn hour, sod then wtruck into i
u narrow gurge thickly wooded with oak. Cisteg.
i t'f'-lunl.lmhu il pontaln weversl villagos, and graw large craps of corn, &a., but not so masy ae bere men= :"‘h
Taky
Another stony and preciph was bob us nnd the principal district of Zebard. oyl
From fle suanit the main sieeata of the Zab is seem w'mm thirough a Fich valley, beyonld n T
which rise the wore central and loftier ins of Kurlist their sno I ‘ e ey
’ "
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Heraw,.— Descending into the Tow eonntry we rode by the village of Bila Koupri, the residencn l

al g of Mustafn Aghn, the former bend of the Zohmrl tribes, and halted in Heren, lwnp:i!m boyond. |
Enrly on the morning of tie 19th July we left Heron, and, soon reaching the Zab, rode for

b g two honrs along its banks to a where a small raft had been made ready for us to eross.

: Rezam —The Zab in not fordable in this part of ita conrse. Numerous eddiss and ;’r‘ﬁ
v eauseil by sunken socks remder it unnnig-nlftn oven by rafts, excopt during the flood of spring.
nelg We hind some diffionlty in erousing, nad were compellod to pass th n%ﬂi at the small village of
Rezan wear the ferry, an one of the haggage animals rofused to swim tho stream and was not foresd

FHi over ytil near dawn on the following moerning.

iy Wo now entered the tract whirh has probaliy boen followed for nges by tha nemad elans in
[E thelr poriodical migrations.  The principal * kocher " teilies found in this part of Kudistan are the
Hirki, who go in wintor to the plains of the Tigris and Zab. They nre potorious thieves and
bhers, aud they it serivas dopredations on the mttlod inhabitants of the district, especially
| g the Christisne, during their annaal migritions.  As they possens vast Rocks of sheop aud hords of
- enttle, their track has in most places the appearance of & bvaten rosd, and in consequently well

themy Bttod for beasts of burdon.
fi The country bevond or to the east of the Zab in broken inte & nombor of parallel Fanges of
sl wooded hills, dividel by parrow ruvines.  Small villages are seattered here unil there on the womn.
| tain sides in Ll'hn ;nid.ﬁ of terraoes unh-immlbt;:tll whoat and planted with froit trees. The
meonery oceasionnlly nssumie: s charvucter of uty nnel grandonr as tho dee o val T
b s hﬂ_ﬂr& the lrnvn]ln{u feet, and the lofky suow ramm!.y:umh_of Rawnnduz ri:'t:ni?:tlmll‘mw‘:‘hn
v ufler clear Wloe sky. The nighits woro still sufficiently warm for we to aleep in the open air, Daring
rrants tho middie of Ehe dny the heat of the sun compelled ns to seek the shade. Our first rest after

leaving the Zab was fn the gardeus of Kouran, and onr first night's encampment near the swall |
hawlet of Bani on the declivity of u mwountain.  On the 215t July, crossivg s high vidge, we left
the Zobari District and entered that of Shirwan, and hulted in the lsrgo villago of Bersiyah, where |

1 Miran Bey, the chief, reccived os,
I Throngh the valley ¥ hioran o idernbl fluent of the Zab dividing tho districts of
the pl Bhirwan and Gendi. Three nunes were given for thisstream—Av Shorah, Budbar Keklik, and
Mirim | Berasghind.  Dacing the afternoon we rode for three liours along thin stresm, throagh open valleys
fio, mf and narrow gorgen, until wo roached Harouni in the district of Barmdost,
e Mot of the villages in these mountuins hsve small mud forts, with either fonr or six towers, the
ardail..l g;hﬁm of refuge and defence of the wumorous potty chiefs during their frequent broils and blood
™ wuds,
: We wot n fow Jowinsh familionwhn wandor feom village to illage.  The men sre pedlars and
w i goldsmiths, and are not unwelsome guests even in tho intolerant familios of the Kurds, as they
ol sl mwake and refuslion the orvamente of the ludies.
ol ey O ane of the many penks above Harooni is the large village of Khon-i-Real (elevation 43787 S
v with its orchards and gardens, the restilence of the chief of the district of Harndost. We resehed ais
it by n very mpiil ascent in an hour and a lnlf.  After breakfast we continued the journey, snd ot I
ot Bow sunset ronchied the swinll turreted stronghold of Meygiahng, N
S| The next morn n§ wa croesid ane af the shoalders of the lofty pesk of Ser-i-Resh into the
e vally of Chappata (Chapnais in Clialdean).
fenil | were several Christinn ¥illoges in Gerdi presided over by o Bishop of that name.
e Zernin.—Weo went to Zernin, the enstle of the Kundish Mir of Gerdi, and, having rested thers, -
1] wie Teft the bold upland on which the village sinnds, and entered a wild and oarrow gorge,
it A very steep pathway led ns to the summit of the northern shonldor of the Ser<i-Resh, from
it whenoe we pgaped over o ses of mountain ranges whose higher peaks were white with eternnl
. snow,  We had now left the naked hills which skirt the Assyrinn plains, and bad entered the
iy wooded districts of Kordistan, On' the following dny we journeyed through s valley thick with
walnuts and other Targs trees, and followed the windings of & stream called by the Kurds Shambo,

& considarmble nflluent of the Zab,

TJ‘: ! Nera.—We cromsed it lackwards and forwards by wicker sospension bridges nutil we asconded

| th i a forest of orchard d by i ble st latw, to Ners, tho village of Mo Beg,
i the chiof of Shemdinm, s
el In Nera ave many Jowish families who make n livelibood by ng the colunred |
el whufls worn by the Kurds, "
;ﬂ!‘ Lt Nera carly the following day, by a very stoep pathway, winding over the face of n precipics,
e and muglekly overhunging the village,

Renching the top of the pass waa n natural earpet of Aowers, spread over the eastern declivity
e of the mountain, and eooled and moistened by the wnows and glaciors that fringed the derp
banin,

i ”: Shemesdpn,—The valloy ab oar foet was the Nestorian district of Shemesden, thickly set with
o= Christinn villages, the first of which, Bedewi, we reached after possing n fewr enltivated patehes

clearnd from Lho forest of onks.  The inlinbisants looked miserably poor and the childron sturved
pha® wnd naked ; the mon aud women in rags.  Lewving the caravan we turnad down the valley to the

convent of Mar Khanishw. A rido of 3 hour brought us there, where Mar Isho, the Bishop, reecived
wi na.  ‘This is oo the high road of the Herki migmtions who pass twice a year over the settlements of
g the Christisus aud despoil overything.

f : r2
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Peom hire we tarned agaln into the high voad to Bashkala. We had nnother to eroms iim
beforo deseonding into the valley of Harouna, where our caravan had erenmped the night. .|
Frowm the summit of the pass we looked down iuto two degp nnd well-wooded valloys hemmed 1he 11
in by monntaine of n wingnlarly picturesque form. In that to the Teft we could indistinetly see B
two lnrge villages, Braws and Setconos ; the Intter anee the dwelling place of the Mirs of Bhemoe
Aun. We dosoonded into the wore northern valley, and passing thy miserable Nestorinn hamlet of e
Sonvasor and the ruineid eliurch nad . deserted Christian village of Tellans, reached onr tonts sbong 7
stinset wesr Harouna, n small Nestorian village, the inbabitants of which were too poorto furnish is bt
us with evem coarse barley broad,
lmst;:;:ll:y # low ridge separated us from the district of Gavyar, n remarknble plain of consider- !W{:
For roates loading from Gavvar plain to Bashknla and Urmin (see Roote X11I). i
80th May.—General direction, N.N.E. Left Bila Keupri (14707, }
passed up the valley in o westerly direction through Heren and Bazi: the ¥ L
t'allnly nurrows as we ascend, and is bounded by bare stony ridges. 'Wheat e
wus being ent green to try and save it from the locusts. ”Tn
The rocky soil was formed into little terraces cleared of stones, the greater nq;'
part of which are now uncnltivated, Water for these villages is from small i
wells, and is found & feet below the surface. : hI;
Gatashisiea Pass—At 5 miles the rosd turns to the north through a rooky X :.:'
gap (1,780 ealled the Galashinea Pass. On a spur at the head of the valley, '“"
2 miles tn the west, is Kala Hukher, a dismantled fort which belonged fo the ]':.
Shaikh Zairo, a powerful chief of the Zobari Kurds, who was imprisoned at h
Mosul 12 years ago, An alternative pass more rocky and difficult crosses the s
ridge by the castle, w o
The vallay which we ascend is stony and rough, the hillsides being shests willy
of hare rock for the most part. Some wells were passed, curious masoury e
arched eisterns 20 % 10” : the water in them is stagnant and bad. andl
Shines.—Near the sammit Shinea is passed (2,785), n village watered by to be
a spring from the hillside, and a large underground tank. ~Shaikh Nun, the li
a man with considerable religions influence smong the Zebari Kurls, lives Th
here, in what appears to be an old church. Turkish is not understood in these 81 SI‘
villages ; only Kermanji. (s
At 104 miles the top of the pass was reached (3,155, and from there 8o
a very stesp rugged descent to the Zab following a narrow ravine choked with theeri
boulders, jagged stones and shrubs. 1t was diffieult work for mules, who the i
took 1 hour and 50 minutes to descend. There is a small spring half-way sl ;
down.
Shinaa Su Serwa,—Halted by the river bank (1,425 on a small stretch of whieh
rass 100 vards brond and 4 mile long, the ouly open space for some distance by 10
in this valley. Tt is called Shinea Sn Serna.  "T'he total descant from the sum- ' for pro
mit of the pass is 1,730°. Roeky ridgesdotted with low trees rise immediately { Al
o either bank. The river here is 50 fo 80 vards broad with a deep rapid torrent. q it
To the north is the Shirindari Dagh, a stesp range cut up by several wooded tuy of
rges and in these are several large caves, supplied_with water, where Kurds it g
ive in the summer. To the south is the Shinea Dagh we have just come of stay
over. et of
No road follows the right bank, as cliffs jut in the water andbarall worthy
progress. il
There is a narrow ledge on the left bank en which were seen a few ruined G
buildings and disused terraces, Bigny
This would be an slternative route to the one which we tock from Bila Dhgh,
ﬁeupri ; the Zab being crossed near Rezan and the Jeft bank followed from Rorthy
here. mn
No raft was available, and the water was too high for crossing at Rezan, Salsly
g0 our present route was taken, The ruins of a bri?ge across the river exist tribe,
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'ﬁ; a few miles ahove Rezan. The Galashinen pass wonld be difficult to make
Vi ble for troops, and great labour would be necessary to get field guns along
:':4 n e river bank. r i
g From marks on the trees, the river rises 25 feet in flood season above its
oo present level, and must fill the entire valley.
ey . The temperature of the river water was only 56° due to the melting snows
A in the mountains to the north, The general direction of the vulley down
-~ stream 1s 150°
Weather clear and bright, Temperature 53° at 5 A0, and 84° al noon,
[lim 318t May.—General direction, N.W. Left camp by the water's edge
b g - and soon resched a narrow ledge closely overhanging the river, the path
™ leading through a thicket of low caks, pear trees, crespers, and wild vines,
Here and there :‘l’igxp«ry sherts of rock End to be traversed, some of which
# ey required very eareful guiding for the mules : one was nearly lost being almost
m in the waterand had to be foreibly drgged on the path again.  The river is a
deep narrow stream with a rapid current and is full of sunken rocks. To the
el south rises a wooded rocky slope, the river making a bend in that direction ; the
snalkr, bend is filled up hF a low-wooded spur from the Shirindari Dagh, which fringes
i the left bank, ending in a sevies of cliffs 150 to 200 feet high.
e | Pir-i-Kalans.—At 5} miles we reached the ruins of an old bridge, the
et e piers only of whieh still remain callpd the Pir-i-Kalani. From here the coun-
I try opens out, and we emerge from the river gorge into a wide-wooded
gl valley, with stoep ridges on either side. The path through the gorge would
i roqlulra a good deal of blasting to make it broud enough to toke artillery,
. and high Hoods might at any time sweap it away : & better plan would seem
atind to be to reconstruct the Pir-i- Kalani, and the old bridge near Rezan, and let
ith e, the line of the road follow the left bank.
i This would follow the chord of the bend which the river takes from Shinea
-d];:t‘p Sn Sirna, and would be less diffienlt to construct. 1t would avoid the
Galashinea Pass, and lead direct to Bila Keupri. i |
il Suveral deserted {erraces prepared for cultivation were sren hers, showing Sih
o the evidences of a former larger population. A little rice was cultivated along -
e :2?1 river banks.  Several small streams come from the ridges to the north
L south.
o ir Alura—At 7% miles pass through Alura (1,600%, a small village round ‘
[t which are some fine ouks 4" to 5" dinmeter, with 1be ruins of an old church close
oo by, The soil is rich and the trees ire well grown. T'his is an important distriet
I&'m" for producing galls for dyeing purposes.
;IW Ashilnfa River—At 10 miles on the opposite bank of the Zab is a large
151@"“ l rift in the range thers ealled the Balinda Gorge, throngh which a large tribu-
“: tary of the Znﬁ:amss, known here as the Ashkufa river. It comes from the
E ';‘,5 southern slopes of the Baz and Jela mountains, and drains a very wild country
g of steep gorges and precipices shut in by snow covered A)‘en_ks. To the south-
= east of the Balinda Gorge the range is called the Shirindari Dagh, and to the
¢ north-west the Gurajar Dagh.  On the right bank of the Zab is the Shinea
ol Dagh, rising to about 5,000 along the summit.
g Gurajar Dagh—The inhabitants of this valley are Zebari Kurds, who
fee migrate {o summer quarters or “Zozan” at the summit of the Gurajar
B Dagh, where they find springs of water and grass for their flocks. To the
L“‘_’h worthward of the Gurajar Dagh is the eountry of the large tribe of Upper
ool Missuri Kurds, touching on the morth the Christian districts of Chob and
Salabakka. To the south of this are the lower Missuri Kurds, also a lurge
it tribe.,
T
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A caravan of 50 mules was met here, crossing the Zab on two rafts: they |
wete Mosul merchants going into the mountains through the Balinda Gorge,

i trading from village to village among the Kurds, selling cottons and other .
T1§ stuffs, They were seven days out from Mosul, the stages being small this L]
time of year on account of the animals staying to graze. )

Latka.—At 13 miles a halt was made at Latka (1,715'), a large Kurdish L]
village on a wooded spur overlooking the Zab. On the higher slopes are terraces
of wheat and orchards, and on the lower are vice fields watared by the several
streams which flow from the range to the south. The water-supply is very |
good. Shaikh Futta Ala,a Zebari Kurd, lives here, and is a vich and influential | o
man in these parts; with a seat on the mejlis of Amadiyeh. Honey is i
obtainable hers and in Bila Keupri,  The slopes of the border ranges are thickly ”
eovered with trees and brushwood ; and the view down the valley reminds one of
an English park dotted with fine treas and edged with thick forest, The soil
is n mich reddish clay mixed with conglomerate, and grows fine grass at
this season,

‘Weather clear and bright : temperature 60 at 5-30 a.t. and 84° at noon,
when the sun was powerfuland the air damp and unpleasant, with great
numbers of fies. The climate iz said to be mururiu! in summer time; and the
inhabitants usually migrate to the hills then.

1st June.—(ieneral direction, N.W, TLeft Latka (1,615"), the road
trending to the south-west ot fiest, and then running between the main border
range and a low wooded ontlier which interposes between it and the river.
Cutting through the latter ave severul small ravines through which streams flow,
and on the banks of which are Serukani (1,505%), Beau, and other small Kurdish
villages Lialf hidden amoug the trees. The track is broad and casy through a
thickly-wooded country. Some fine walnut, sycamore, willow, ouk, juniper -
and poplar trees were seen ; some oaks wered” to 4 diameter. The soil was
veddish rich clay overlying while friable limestone.  Round the villages wheat
and tobaceo were cultivated in terraces, and rice along the stream
Along the Zub are large belts of rice also.

Firay.—At 0 miles the road turned north through a ravine, and we renched
the Zab valloy again near the village of Firay (1,745°). The river narrows
between two rocky ledges, and a eouple of trees have been thrown across, forming
a foot bridge scarcely pussuble for moles. The piers of an old masonry
bridgecould be seen. The river makes a sharp bend from the north, emerg-
ing from a deep rift inthe Gurajor Dagh. A high snowy peak, probably &
mountain in Chal, bearing 315°% could be seen through this. Only footpaths
lead throngh, and there is no track fit for muales:

Ghara Su.—Down the valley, from the direction of Amadiyeh, flows a
tributary caled the Ghara Su, and also through a rift in the range to the
south o small river, ealled the Rubnt Su, which we forded at 12§ miles
{{l.ﬁ:ld'}. It comes from Spindari und the country of the Lower Missuri

urds.

Sireheh.—North-west of the gorge of the Rubat, Su the ridge gets lower
and more rounded in shape. The village of Sircheh is situated just in the
gorge; behind which uppears & high jagged range, with the summits tipped
with snow. We lollowed the valley of the Ghara Sutowards Amadiyeh, fording
the stream at 14} miles. Ounly o few stunted trees could be seen now in the
valloy ; the inaccessible slopes of the ridge were still thickly wooded, although
getting barer as we ascend the valley. Soil isa light gravelly clay overlying
sundstone and conglomerate. Some traces of former cultivation were seen. |
Numerous streams come from the ridges on either hand, Clover hay was being
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"."l"‘? cut along the streams, and stored in bundles for the winter. Tall reeds and
ﬂ"_"'n"- thatching grass were plentiful by the river banks,
e Kwanah—At 23 miles we halted in Kwaneh (2,775"), n Nestorian village
ity ina very fertile little valley, down which a strenm Hows towards the Ghara Sa.
This is situated 24 miles south-east of Amadiyeh, and pleasanter fur cump-
ing, besides avoiding the climb to the top of the platean.
About 4 miles from Latka on this stage were picked up some nodules of
Mineral deposit, ore which lay about in eum_i.tlamhlu‘ |r::|ntity in the
soft shaly strata. Analysis at Caleutta of some
brought away, gives them as nodules of ochreous brown hematite, which,
3 if obtainable in large quantity, might be used as an ore of iron,
s
{ 20m,
ol
o the
1ol
 bonte
o
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. | AMADIYEH AND THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY.

The town of Amadiyeh is built on a rock terrace of hard sandstone,
forming a bold isolated spur from the steep ridge, the Ser Amadiyeh, immedi-
ately to the north of it. |
W The terrace or plateau is oval in shape, 1,400 yards long and 550 yards broad
/ | (12 plan), and is everywhere sur fed by limestone cliffs from 50 to 80 feet
high ; the lower slopes are very steep and consist of clay soil strewn with

castle built by one of the last Begs of Rawanduoz after he sacked this pluce.
The houses of the town have tlat earth roofs, and are built of 'stones from
the ruins argund.
There are two gates—one at the north-cast side of the platean, and the i
! other on the west,
i The town is mostly in ruins, and only about 500 houses are now inhabited.
]' The population numbers 2,000, mostly Kurdg, with some Jews. 5
The bazar is small and ill.supplied, built partially among the ruins. A
‘l' light woullen cloth called * munuz” is much used by the Kurds. It is very
' r

:
| Hniders.
r F The town occupies the northern part of the platean, anda large portion of ¥
’ _ the remainder is occupied by graves. At the extreme sonthern angleis a ruined
:

(]

strong and durable.  Various dried frmits, raisins, plums, and apricots, cheese
and the curdled milk known as yaurt, were on sale. There are several smith's
shops for repair of Kurdish weapous, knives, &e.
Both gates are ornamented with iron work and thers are some curious
carvings of snake-like figures on the rock at the west gate.
) Overlooking the east gate isa | square building in a dilapidated con-
" |i dition, but solidly built of large Lilocks of stone. It is used as the serai or
L‘. offices of the kaimmakam and barracks for the 40 zaptiynhs who are quartersd
¢ here. There are no regular troops; and the surrounding districts, which wera
| very lawless formerly, are now peaceable. Mubammad Pasha of Mosul
| in 1842 besieged and bombarded the east gate from a height about 1,500
ards distant (marked A on the plan). Shot marks are still visible on the
utresses of the gate.
The old castle at the south end consists of a masonry wall 8'jto 4’ thick and
20° high, drawn across the end of the platean cutting off a space about 200
rds each way and containing two bastions. Along the edge of the oliff is a I
! ow masonry wall with embrasures and loopholes.” The castle hus absolute
| command over all the country to the south. The ouly point from which
| } 1) guns can be brought to bear on the plateau is from the small spur previously

mentioned.

The summit of the Ser Amadiyeh range to the north is about 3,000 yoards
distant to the north. Tt commands all the platean, but the itis o line of
| steep jaged cliffs almost impossible for mountain artillery to climb.

I An old bronze howitzer lay dismantled in the castle. It wasabout a 20-pr.,

1 and much scored with firing. It was in a small Lastion looking north on the

| spur from which the bombardment took place. The chief peculiarity of it was

! four large iron rings, two on either side, meant to earry it on poles sl

i betwesn mules, something like o “ takhtarwan”” It was 8° 6” long and 53* +
l calibre. Its weight was about 10 cwt., which is considerably mors than our

Pl mountain ﬁ of 400 lbs. This seems a good method for moving a com-

‘ paratively heavy gun over rough paths.
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The plateau slopes slightly towards the west, and the soil along the
snmmit is almost entirely sheets of rock.

The Christian quarter consisting of about 20 houses is separata from tlhe
rest of the place. Water-supply on the summit is from wells, which is mostly bad
in summer; and from aspring in the hillside about 100 yards outside the west

te. It is also brought in skins on donkies from the stream in the valley.

Along the north and east sides of the platesu is a deep narrow valley with
a lurge stream called the Rudbar Amadiyeh coming from a gorge in the Ser
Amadiyeh Range to the north.

The bottom of the valley is cultivated in terraces, thickly planted with
orchards of fig, pear, walnut, pomegranate, &ec.

! Some large poplars, syenmore, ash, and alder line the stream banks.

The kaimmakam bas a house down among these gardens.  In summer most
of the people leave the plateau and migrate there, chiefly beeauss of the better
water-supply. A Dominican missionary lives on the platean in a good two-
storied honse.

Amadiyeh is now in the Van Waliat since the Hakkiari Waliat has been
broken up, It ought from its position to be under Mosul ; and no reason eould
be found for its being thus administered.

A wvalley, known as the Supna valley, 6 to 8 miles broad extends fo the
novth-west, where it meets the Khabur valley at Zalho.

The rice to be bought here is very good, coming principally from the Zab
valley : Indiun corn and wheat also are cultivated. Ouk galls, tabacco, dried
fruits, and raisins are the chief exports, mostly to Mosul market.

Large quantities of tobacco of a good quality are produced for export in the
distriet. In Kwanch wasa large room where bundles were in varions stages of
drying and preparation in several villages were stacks of wood eut into lengths el
about the size and shape of railway sleepers of syeamore, poplar, and ash chiefly,
waiting to be exported to Mosul. Abundanes of good thatching grass and J—
withies for making baskets grow by the stream banks.

Kwaneh is surrounded by a thick grove of mulberry trees, and a good denl
of silk is produced in this district, Vines twined themselves up the trees, The —
road to the east gate of Amadiyeh runs along a narrow neck joining the platean
to the spurs on that side. The conntry is cut up by several deep ravines flowing
south into the head-waters of Ghara strenm. The soil isa fertile reddich loam
with oecasional ledges of sandstone. The ruined Christian village of Mariska,
witha cluster of deserted orchards burnt by the Kurds, stands about half way
to Amadiyeh from Kwaneh.

Routes from Amadiyeh.

The prinui]ga.l route from Amadiyeh is that leading over the hills to the north
by the Zah valley to Bashkala, and from there to Van, Urmin, or Khoi. Trade
from Mosal, Juzirah, and Zalkho follows this line and it forms the most direct
and easiest line of communication hetween Mosul and Van.

This road runs north from Amadiyeh through the gorge in the Ser Ama-
diyeh range, and after pussing Julamerk it joins the Zab Valley, which it
follows until Bashkala is reachud.

The country passed through is rough and mountainous, and it is only eom-
paratively speaking that the rond is easy for traffie, 1t is good for puck ani-

i mals, but scarcely passable in its present state for guns, It is a very import-

: ant strategic road, leading as it does direct from Mosul and the Mesopotamian

plain to Van, Baynzid, Khoi, and the country adjoining the Russian frontier,

VOL. 1. Q
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Amadiyeh to Bashkala,

The following is a préeis of Ainsworth’s journey along this ronte by the

Zab Valley :

10tk Jwne 1840, 10t stage,—Laeft Amadigeh, sod nscended the mountain behind it, called the
Turn Motineh by the Christisun.  The pass itslf is ealled Goli Mnankoh.

Near the foot of the pass is & moantain torrent, the Suluf Chal, which oomes tambling over
socks amid steep cliffs on gither side.  After half a milo of open vulley, the second. part of the pass
s ronchied. It is & narrow gorge in the limestone rock.

When wo renched the erest of the chiain we found Lios of snow at nan elevition of 5,840, |

This is Zoean Nuodiahti, the q of the Ammdiyeh people. |

From this point the extensive district of Bersnwi extended lefore us, nnd close by was n long ]
valley dotted with Clelstian villages, at the hond of which was a peculiar rounded mountain above ‘
the village of Duri, whore the Bishop of Berrawi resided.

Bayoud were two distinet lofty and suow-olad chaina of mountaink, the ono Tara Devehli
extonding from N. 5 . to N. 25 W.und the other Tara Shina, the extent of which was not well
defined. To the west the valley opened amidst mingled forests, rock und arable Jand ; shove
which rose o group of rudo peaks, on one of which wis Kumri Kala, a of refuge of the
Knrdish chiefs of Bahdinan, and boyord which rose another group of snow-elad monutaius the name
of which could not be nacertained.

They were the mountains uf tho head of the Bahtan conmiry. The chain of Matineh (Ser
Amnidiyeh) which we wre now ing is the continuati th 1 of the Jubal Jodi which
divides to the north Babtans from Bahdinan and in the centro that of Hakklarl from the same

eonntry,
‘About am honr's descent brought us to the Nestovian village of Hayis, where we fornd the
Bishop of Bermwi walting for us, Anhour's journey bronght us to n porp diealar procipice of
tubular slaty linestove about 250 foot dewp, nt the bottom of which flowed the Rodbar Elmek,
& torrent about. 12 yards wide and 8 fort deop which fows towanls the Zab, Outhe opposite side
of e river was a conleal hill with o ruined castle callod Beitannuri,
Our road Jny down the hank of the Rimel, which we cromed on n wooden Mﬂ.gt‘,"ynuhg nevirnl
o walked from

Chmldean villages, und then ap o tributary stresm to the large village of Durl.
Dari about half & mile to o picturesque” wooded glen wheroin were » faw hamlots, aneof which =
was tho Bishop's tesidence, while up above sarvounded by trees ay the oot of & cliff was a little E
whiteswushed ehureh pnrtly hown out of the ook, Thin is Mar Kiyomah where the Bishop gener- -
ally officinted.

,Hn‘i June, Init stage—We started early in the morning to visit the iran mines of Berrawi in
the moantain of Duri. i

We found these mines to ba worked ot the sarface in beds of oxide of iron. 'The prople are
only aequainted with five mines in all Hakkinrd, and of these three wore visited by us with the
result that probably they possess no such advantiges ns would mako it profitable to transport
their iros ovor the menntiin roads.

W had o steep desoent from the Turs Durd and venched a valloy neatly filled up with snow
upan which lay u whale grove of tress that had boen earrind down by » landelips

Thari was situsted at o altitude of 4,017 Fect, and the crost of the Duri Monntiin st 5,792 feot,

Thi sniowy valloy was 5,138 feet and from Hieneo we ssconded again over rocks of bine lime-
stone to tho ervat of the Derating hilly (sltitnde 5811 feet), from whenes wo had a prolanged deseent "
of 14 honrs, stoa quick pace, ta tha village of Gunduk, fnlmbited by teibutary Kordse

Thin deep valley renches down to Ehe banks of the Zab and is tounded” to the north by the

great mangn oallod the Karel Tiari which forms the western boundary of the Tiar disrict, 'y
although the outlying village of Gunduk i tributary thereto,

. On the south sile of the Zab and gpposite to this valley is a woll.-watered verdant vale inhinbited

H by Chal Kords, Lesving Gundak woe travilled along = narrow mule path, for it was never any- ?

3 thing more, which took us ronnd the southern slope of the Kerasi Tiari, where its huge shoulder
i pressis down upon the valley of the Zub.
This rapid river rolled along amid impranticable precipioes noarly 1,000 fert below na.

| Tta conrse comlid ho traced for some distance, hul, excopt tio narcow vales witered by mountain
torrents and Inhabited by Chal Kurds, thero was nothing but bold masses of rock rising one ahove
! the other und increasing in height it 1 to the tnin of Tearlysh and the Tura Shina,
1" As we opened upon the valley of Liemn, aseeno presentod itsolf more interrsting than soy we
i bad mot yet. Before us was o steop mngo of rocks stretohing E.N.E, and W.B.W,, with lofty

precipices fronting the west and appearing to fori a lirriee werningt all Farther progress,  There
| wits however one gap through u'hieﬁ" the Zab found its way past Lizan whers its bed bs wiis and
liss Mh‘ Tt fs orewsal by a bridge of ropes, and on the left lank is the Kundish village of
Jonnn, while on the right is the great Nestorian village of Lissn,

Thn houses of Limn aro seattered among groves and gandens, and are aboot § a mile from the
viver which flows pnst here st o rate of £ miles o hour,  Liesn Choeeh wan found to be in north
Tnk. 5i° 58! 0.  There are severn) mads from thenee into the Hakkiari country, but all of then,
have to coupuss the nscent of the great limestone range Inmediately enst of the valley, One leaps
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over the slope of the Tuariyah hill, enst of the Zab, but is not accessible for mules, All the rest
present groat difenlties,

16tk Jwne—We turied neide From the road up the valley of the Teani stroim towands Ashi-
thu. At n short distance boyond Lisan we passed the yillage Miniyani, divided into an
and a lower portion about § mile from ench other ; and 3 wiles f1om the sswe place the vl
of Umrah, beyond which 1 mile distant was Zawliha, _

Boyond Livan the valley begina to rise, the viver fowing through s ravine Telow ; but above
this, at thy foat of the clifs which shut in the valley, is o sholving declivity, well eultivated in
tarrnecn, nud dobted with villages.

At Uminh we commenosil the nseant of the mountain, anil In an hour's Hine reached the foot
of thie upper line of eliffs: the rond wie s bad that we had twice to load and vnlosd the nnles,
until st fength we roached o gap in the rocks which led us through u thick growth of fenmel.
Home plumn were engaged in cutting this plaot, which constitutes the winter stock of cattle
pruvinder,

T event of the Kuriki, the mountain we were now. crossing, leaving Ashitha to the lefk or
wont, was 7,660 foet in elovati The culminating point must excved B,000 feet in height.

This deseont was stetper than the ascint, anid was rondesold more difficnlt by the siniy nature of
the ek and the mpooth sloping sarfaces over which the track led.  On the side of the hill near
thio baso in  rock called Tamsping, where s & vein of golens with s small gallery for workiug the
ore. 1L is eliefly nsed fur Jesd for bullots.

W pressed throngh Ternspine, a large village at the hase of the hill, and aseended another mnge,
gaining the erest after little more than an hour's foot work.  We then cout inued along the side
of the hill, over several snow patelos und above the valley of tha Zub,

Suwarri.— At longth jont alfter sunsct we e (o B suinmer pstnre enllod Zonin Suwarre
{altitude 7,1707), where were a fow shepberds, with whom we eawped for the night.

Thare is & tond oorried seross the moantsin st a lower level than the one we wite ab prisent
folluwlng, which i1 anly available during  vhort season of Lhe yiar.

Tho viow from e hmu-ann;-inl'.nn wury fhm Ta the north range after range of rugged

i lod one aytl ginnt walls.

Five different ranges d tl dveos betwaen fis and the snow-clad_uplands of Tolamerk
anid the bend-waters of the Zal, To the south were the long ercats of rock we lnd toiled over,
the sumnmity of Tura Shina and Kurlki rising over all; and after all our Iibosr e gap by which
the Zab found its way into Lisan appered quite close, but a way henohth e

17tk June, dth stage,—Our still lay along the side of the mountain, the snow wis more
abaminnt and the slope often vory steep,  We gat down to the valley of the 1tha by woans of u
glacier ar stow pateh abont s mile long and 500 yanls wide. -~
Thip valley of Itha is encircled oo the hm‘l.{l wide by lofty snow.clad mounteins, the Tora f
Tasani, the Tocks of which dip north, while they preseut bold precipices towards the valloy. —
Thore are here threo villages—1tha, Pir Beka, and Galitha,

From Pir Beka we prooeedid down the valley of the strefm to the hridge oppodite Galitha.

The torrent was there 15 yards wide and & to 6 foet deop, The brid was ingenfously eons. =
;(me_t:tof wickerwork, From Gulitha we commencod Wwﬂllﬁoﬁ us fatiguing s the JE—

uri L

Having guined the crest we descended another glagier, snd it was the work of a fow minntes
to lose Ll elevation which it had taken uws upwards of an hoar to ascrnd. .

We then fonnd ourselves in nn alpine overgrown with fennel, at the lower part of which
was Malotal, & small Kuedish villsge, whors we balted for the wight. The valley (elevation 6,200
feet) was partly culfivated, partly covered with snowsand the remninder overgrown with rank

getation ; more especially of nmbelliferons plante.  The waters of the valley found their way
by & unrrow deep glon in the rucks into the Zab valloy.

150k June.—The upcent today was not so steep, and In some parts we could maunt onr mnlea,
The bills were now wooded withi fine ouk ; and gaining the noxt evest (Warundan) we found oure
selvos i liately wbove n callod the Zoma of Warundan,

Wed deil th 4 "lmbeﬂwn]h’n{-xi;m.wlumwuumdllndmlu.
There are two vil b Kisan ; the upper one is Kurdish, snd the lower one Chaldenn.

At the ssme altitude an Kiyan and at the foot of Warundan, the Zab is divided into two
brisnches of very nearly equnl size, the southerly branch comes from the conntry beyond Julamerk
and the northatly from Leilun aud that distriet. This Iatter is enlled Berdazawi or Tittle Zab.

A bugo mountain mass called Meskamnah extonds betweon the two Tivers.

Afuor o short nscent wo travellsd along the tunks of the Berdasawi; sometimes over’ congloine
erate ¢liffs that overhang the river.

1n little siore than an hour we cwme o torrent which descended from o lofty dud snow-clad
Jhilin to the west ¢illed Muranan, 1tis 13 yards wide und 6 foet deop crossnd by n wickerwork
hrh&fﬂ. Noar the same point was also o bridge over the Berduzawi and » little cultivation, but
no village. Beyond the Maransn river to the noeth are two rocky ranges af limestone which
oo up in Tofty precipices, in this cnse fronting west. The most onsterly and wost lofty of
thesa ranges is enlled Sinaber, and boyond it is che upltand of Leilun,

Tarning north the path led along the foot of some clifs and then s series of rock-like stops so
that on approsching the crest of the Sinaber I found myself separnted from the river by several
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1l thars of rock terraces, On the upland of Loihun wa found the Barlieawi divided juto thiree branchos, 1
| all of which anite before a gap in the rocks over which we bad just come. All these streams we W

crosaed on wieker bridges,
‘This upland s iohabited by the Kurdish tribe of Leihun under Julamerk. Many villagos

‘ | with much cultivation are seattered wround, We erossel the river, and turned south-west to

=0

Leihun village, whita we halted.
1984 Juns.—From Leihun we altered the direetion of our route in order to il the configu-
ration of the country better, and instond of trivelling nearly north we now turned eastwird over
the upland of Leilnn and sowe low ranges of hille.
The temperature wis oo low s to fuel actoally eold, A we went eastward the river of
Liihun was seen Howing through pastures as a quivt stroam and no longer a torrent as before,
Far awsy to the north wus & Clirfstion Church called Mar Ghiyorghiyo Karknl, much reversncod
B the Nostoriane na the tomb of & Saint. At the head-waters of the river waa the snow-clad ehnin
| of Parn Ashin which stretehes in front and benesth the loftier Erdish Dagh.
! Passing over a range of hilly, rising no great height above the upland, we descended to n calfi- -
nted vale with houses and gardens, where was & poor Kardish village callsd Eslaya, Near Esluys
{6,260 fuet elovation) we entered upon the fivit grunitic district we had met with in the moutitaing.
These rocks show thomselves first on the upland at an elevation of 6,000 feet, but soon rise 1,000
fect nhove thatin bure nasses; and their prolmgation apparently forms the Tura Jelu, the loftiest
fi chain in Kurdistan,
| Tulamerk.— Another sscent with s pateh of snow brought ns in view of Julamerk bearing N.
B0° K. The place ik situnted in & deep hollow st an elevation of about 4,600 fock aml in a rvine
| by which the strows find thelr way into the Zab lnmedistely below.
i To the enst b n bold recky mouhtuln, ealled Shombat, rising nt least 3,000 feot above Jnlamork.
1 ! To the south-west is n limestone rock aboat 600 feet high bearing n rulned castle called Kuls
i Bawn.
| 29ud Juns—TLoft Pagi, an Armenian village near Julamerk, on onr way to Bashkals.
Wo had a gontle ascent ap the shouller of the Turs Burfullah which lasted nearly 2 hours, and
1 then descended to the valloy or mther opland of Kochanois, the residence of Moy Shimun. ]
We rode some distance along the sides of the Kochaunis Hill, lenving a higher mnge called the |
i Areh Dagh before us.
I W then descendod by a long and steop thomgh otherwise good F{h\n} ton walley in which
were many villages and o varied and abond tatl Wao d o to n onlthmted
| upland at the foot of the Areb Dagh whero wore the Chaldean villages of Espin and Gharnis.
\ The prospect from Gliaranis whers we Balted at an elevation of 7,000 fuet is very fine, sud a great -
quantity of water flows in the torronts down the mountain sides.
Bird June.—Thern are two ronds from Gharanis—one over the monntaing, and another n
the valloy of the Zab. We took the latter, uithough longer, and made two slight ascenta
descents, aud paased some deposits of sulphur,
We passed the Chasldean village of Hornil and then turned off from the Zab valley which
was bere rocky and beautifully wooded, and hoaded to-the north-esst passing a walley with twe
wmorg Chnlden villages. The outline of the mountaine hus now become less rogged, the
uplinds more lofty, wnd the chains muore continuous, =
In the evening we followed for some time the valley of the Zab where it wonnd through
{ o marshy vnle, At tho end of this it recelved a large tributary from N. 80° W, which we |
n crossed By o bridge.
Ascending o platean, a little above the Zab wo rescbod the Chaldean villige of Mallawn |
(oluention 6,418 feet), whore wo halted. ’
241 June.—Our rond still continued up the open valley of the Zab: 2F bours bronght o te 1
whers two streams meet.—one from the ins boyond Hashkals, and the other from Kands 1
Kilissa. We soon eame in view of Bashkala, 2 miles to our left.

— .

g1 Bamw -

-

X Julamerk to Amadiyeh.

The following is a précis of M. Binder's journey from Julamerk to g
Amadiysh (Zravels in Kurdistan, May 1886) y
I 1t Oitober—Left the valley of Amadiyeh at the south-west corner where tha torrent flawed
from it to join the Zab, The path was s zigaug stairesse cut in the roek, and the mules could
with difficulty turn in the narrow prssige.

After following the bank of the torront for some minutes, we debouchad into the Great Zab
valley. The river wus now o yellowish torreut sote yards wide Sowing between high wountsin

ran
il : ﬂ: orossed on n very tiekebty bridge of a framework of tree trunks at eath end with the
| centre formed of hutdles and branches interlsced,  One man went scross plove fiest, then two men
together, then an anloaded mule, and fnally » loaded one.
The muleteers have o carious custom in narrow places of guiding the mule by the head snd 5

tail as well
wi
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t W followed n narrow path sloug the lft beuk of tho tver. Shrough s dhiokat of Tow shribe
M and wild vines which climbod over the rocks, and after two hours’ difficuls marching haltod
| to rest the animals on & small plateid Lalf way up the hillside.
- W started again and skirted the river bank again and then left the valley ; turned np noother
o wroaller one to the soath-west, down which s strenm Howed, This is the Thal valley, Vegetation

is very nbunidint,—waluut, onk, and other trees and shirubs line the stronm banks.
i $ \?; pawsod sote Kurdish villages on the billslopes whn refused supplies. The slopes mre cul-
- tivated In terrces one obove the other, bunked up by low stone walls, Rice, mnise, millet and
hemp were the principal crops, We passed through Becherat, n stuall village prottily sitnated on the
right bank of the stream. Tt cuntaing 30 howaes echelloniad one abave the other ; the roof of one
forming a terrace in front of the house nest nbove it.  Some enormous rocks detached | nt some
purﬁtdngm the eliff overhang the village. In one of those s pumll church has heen ent.,

The strenm entiroly disappenrs in the stony bod of the ravine and mpmr- again 100 yards
further om in the form of numerous springs.  The water is collectod and in wimnll channels to
frrlgate the flelds,  The ruvite ns wee nscend loses all troces of vegetation, and the soil is nothing
more than o mass of stones and rocks.  The slopes of the hills are quite rocky and bare of trees
also.
At a sudden tarning of the rond we saw in the distance the small Kurdish village of Rabat
surtounded by some fine wilnat and poplar trees.  We lnlted bere for the night.

gnd Ootaber.—Left Babat at 7.0 430, and followed u diffienlt stony path winding up a steop
inoline to the summit of the ridge above the village, A single hawthorn murks the summit, in
the shade of which we hulted for a fow minutes, i

W skirted along the crest, keeping the sulley down to the right, and shortly after commenced
the descent by a path steoper than the ascent, and down which we had to Joad our horses.

Haltod ot the foot of the alopo in the shade of an ensrmous rock near o small village wow
abundoned, The stream in this valley is eallid the Anthrd,

Freom here new sconory bogan to open out: the valley was Evrfm.l desolate, the soil being
compesed of a stone resembling lave.  The stronm in the valley made nsudden bend, and we
nacenidisd a apar to avold ik, Crossing this we entered ancther bare valley all stones and rocks,

Not asingle shrub or blude of grass grew beside the strenm, sl the desolation was complete.
Coxt wne vallde de 'enfer,

The clear waters of the stream tumbled over enormons rocks forming sumll cosendes. At
intervals were small stone bridges ecromsing the stream. Tt would Be difficalt to say nt what
poriod and by whom these wore conpstrocted, The track grew worse among the boulders,

- strean grows In size ax we go down the valley, and several allueuts join on either bank, little

by little the valley gets less desolate and o fow bludes of grass appesr and then groves of poplar

unil walnut trpes,

The valley winds & good deal and becomes wider aa we go on. Tt is now filled with torraces

growing fruit trees and mendow gruss,  Walsats lay strewsd under the trees, nud vines londed ‘
S with excellent elimbed to the summit of the poplars,
o We passed M?:‘E:ﬂhlt village of Guzarck, sitoated not 50 yards from the Nestorian village of |
& Guniduk. The water from the streawm is distributed with such enre among the terraces sud crops

that below the villuge the stream had entively dimppenred,

o Bomie small water mills were seen where ol was being pressed from walnots, and villagers
- mmwgubninxlhmnfmuthnm

Murehing for an hour through this fertile distrior, we came to another well wooded spot rotnd
the Nestorian village of Churub, whero wo halted.

The Nestorins in these mountaing may be distingnished from the Kurds by the former, both
men tnd womun having their hair plaited into two loog tails down the buek, while the latter huve
o their heads shaved.

Brid Oetober.—Left the village, and threaded our way along o narrow path through somo
£ torraced orchards: the walls on either hand were wo narrow that the wules froquently knocked
~ thelr londs agminet them,
After marching for an hour all vegetation disn s tho torrent boonme dry, and po poth
wan traceable throngh the stones. We followed the dry bed of the strenm mmong boalders
" throough n with perpendioulas sidow of i height looking guite i sible, Flowing .
from our right we cromed u small striam, n tributary of the Anthrad. =
On the slopes wero two smwall villages, ose Kurd and the other Nestorjan, surrounded by
Yol terraces of enltivation from the stream,
[ The name of the Kurdish village is Jessi and the Nestorian Berj,
For two hours we descended n winding path following the left wide of the valley nbout, half way
L :I“the -lupe.h: !'uw_dwuf onks were dotted about the hillside for s short way, and then the
grow ngain,
- panorama in front of us i something like that seen from the summit of the last
Al bofors entering the plain of Van. 1t is the snwe chuos of mountain poaks, but highor still, and
o maore ji danf r summits.  Wo turn up over s spur lenving the walley of the Anthrad, and
from the summit the general aspect of the country seets to change. The soil looks mare fertile,
e and the grass and shrubs on the slope soften the universal greyish tint thut covers the hills
which we have just left,
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The descent fram the ridge s no essier than the nicont, and ab the Faot of the slope we antered
another valley in which flowed n stronm ealled the Belat 8o, which Howed west to the (irest Zah,
It wan now noon, and we halted under a troe in the valley.  Bome 500 yards distunt down the
wnlleyan the right bank of the torrent wann oliff of grent hojght, nlong the face of which, Tor abwing
BO yuvils, ran the romaing of an sncient noqueduet, of which 5or 6 arcbes wtill remained.  Ono is
| tempted to ask on weging theso ruine when and by whom were they completed and why are
h they now thos in roing,
After rosting a few minates, wo wavandod the opposite slops of the valley, and after an hour's
elimb we reached the garlens which sarmounded the village of Thal, & womewhat bmportant erutre
whore was s kaimmaknm nnd o smoll post of zaptivale,
We pased throagh the village composed of 50 miserabile hots bnflt one abovs theother on tha
ehstérn slope of n Wil wirich rises immaodiately to oo right.  The litle conriynrds of the hooses
5 | wero filled with chopped straw at this senson of the year. The inhubitants seemed fnd i tabl
i and inclined to rob aur haggage, w0 at 8 Py, wo pushed on again. -t
i On lenving gardons wir desconded n bare rocky valley, passing a few low nsh trovs which )
.| produced u kind of berry in gront guantities which the inhwbitants gathor and mt, The valloy i
I witids« good deal, and * our track leads throngh o thicket of low shrubas dotted with junipees
| wud Jow oake,
At lnst ut o suddon torn of the rond the waters of the Great Zab again broke inte view. 1t
M zu‘a::w become wn imposing stream with groen, fertile hanks, dotted with symuiiore and low

R

At 5 r. (2 hours from Thal) wo reschied the river bank nnd torned along n path by the !
water's odge for whout a mile, when we arrived at o wooden bridee.  The ends of the bridge 1
aroa framework of timbers ono projecting bevond the other, while the floor of the hridge
In the eonbre wan only looss hordbes nid these fall of holes,  The mules absnlutely refosed to
i croka it, vo they bad to be anlinded, and the baggaee passed over by hand.
The river was too deep and the bed too rocky to ford, o u suitable place was found where the ]
nfunls wore swum nercss. AL 900 poan we enenmpod with some Kunds who had it large fires
to leeop the pigs and boars from eating up their crops. - t
Ak Ootabar.—Left Camp at 7-0 431, und forded an afluent on the right bank nearly ns broad
a8 the Zab itsell. Wo mscended the slope of the right bank of this throogh a wood of fine ¥
caka,  Numerous traces of wild pig were seen who hal come o eat the acorus.  The highest trees ]
wre only: from 18 to 20 feet high, A
Thers are soviral varietien of oaky, and on some was ween Mazna, & kind of resinons deposit on -
the lonves.  The true * rabut-l-lokum ™ §s wade from this. * "
The rond Jeeops through tho wood for two hours, wheu the teees suddenly cense and a rocky hill-
side commences, which the rosd npcends,  Frow the top of this ridge a fine view wis obtainable of ol
the plutean of Ammdiyoh, this being the lnst ridge of the mountain district through which we have
been passing. a |
Immediately below us fe o deep rivine down which a rough slippery path loads to the gardena
of Amndiyoh, which are at the month of it.  Figs, pomegranates, nnd grapos were now ripe In the
gordouh.  The elimate is moch warmer now en leaving the mountains,

The following was Colonel Bell's route from Bashkala to Amadiyah, March

1886—
Miles,
(1) Mulla Kasim .., . e A8
s {2) Kassakhn JORRE 1 | |
3) Rezan or Karmi o e o ) *1‘
(4) Julnwerk e vea . o PO - | | ¥
(&) Tall LS
{8) Zorawar v S 1 | I
(7) Massowah e jou = w23
(8) Baranola i s ] :
() Gundukhta ... 20 i
{10) Terwanish .., I
l' (11) Amadiyeh ... w14 ;f[
' Making a total distance of... v 1823 (]
! — vil
(II' b
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.;: Rontes to Mosul,.—There are two routes from Amadiyeh to Mosul—one
o ing direct over the hills bordering the south side of the valley through
g';\imln.ri and Shaikh Adi to Mosul,
™ The stages are—

Milen.

- Spindari o St - |
LT Shaikh Adi -y P D
:‘ Khornsahad 5 e o A e 25

.~ Masul ... aei e was o |

o making a total of 85 miles from Amadiyeh. Bashlkala to Mosul Ly this road
is 207 miles.
The conntry is easy for pack animals, but not passable for field artillery.
The Bahdinan Distriet south of Amadiyel is by no means as difficult as the
e high ranges to the north, Mast of thé ranges are passalle for pack animals
. in all directions.
v Another road, which we followed on Route IX, makes a défonr to the west
] throngh Daoudiyeh. There are b stages on this, making a total of 105 miles,
i 1t is easy, passable for field guns, and leads throngh a very fertile country.
™ Ronte to Jazirah-ibn-Omar—A road leads to Jazirah-ibn-Omar, following
the Supna valley to the north-north-west of Amadiyeh and the Khbabur
tw valley through Zakho. No mountain ridges are crossed, and the wafershed
- between the Ghara Suand the strenms flowing to the Khabur is passed hetween
Amadiveh and Daondiyeh,  As fur as Daondiyeh Route 1X is followed overan
- easy undulating eountry.
On from thers the country slopes down towards Zakho, which is 12 hours’
distant over a fertile country, by an easy road.
From Zakho to Juzirah s described in Route X. {
[ _The stages are— \

h Dacudiyeh ™ v e
Buruski ... o
Zakho ... e

Nubrwan...

'-I\IGQQE

Jdazirah-ibn-Omar ...

making a total of about 103 miles. Artillery could pass along all this route,

Kurdsin the Greater Zab Valley and south-west of Amadiyeh.

Berwari.—This is a large distriet north of Amadiyeh, said to eontain 50
villages of Berwari Kurds, and few of Nestorian Christians. It is a region of
comparatively low-wooded hills, cut up by ravings which drain towards the
Khabur,

Bakdinan.—To the south and west of Amadiyeh is Bahdinan, a district
comprising the mountain ranges south of the Ghara Daghas far as Mosul
plain, and from Dohuk south-east towards the Zab. The Dosti who number
80 villages, south of Daoudiyeh, is the principal tribe in Bahdinan. Each
village may be taken as about 30 houses,
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There are no Christian villages among them ; and these tribes are noted
rohbers and extremely fanatical, not permitting Christinns to even pass through
(1 their country. Aninstanee of this may be quoted from our own exporisnce, A |
small earavan with 10 muleteers, all Christians, on their way from Amadiyeh
1 to Mosul joined us at Daoudiyeh, and asked leave to accompany us us
otherwise thay wounld have to muke a wide détonr by Zakho to ayoud t{u Dosti
country, through which they were afraid to pass. At the end of the stage
: their mules being empty, they pushed on, but next day we overtook them by
4 the roadside in a pitinble condition having besn wayluid and robbed mean-
el | while. This is a common instance of the trentment the Christians are acous-
: tomed to receive from the Kurds, r
i The Dosti are partially nomad and have their * zozan,” or summer (uar-
ters, in the hills east of Fkhoma and the Pinianish district. Some of these
i were met on their way to the hills. They were in rags and had scarcely enough
baggage animals to earry their tents and scanty belongings, Mostof it was
piled on the backs of the women. 5
Shaikh Mubammad of Bamurni in the Supoi Valley is a man of consider-
able influence among the Berwari and Bahdinan Kurds. IHe is a religious
) Shaikl, possessing mucly political influence as well,
{ There were said to be 100 Kurdish villages in Bahdinan.
Misuri.—These Kurds inhabit the country adjoining the Zah valley
i : immediately east and south-gast of Amadiyeh.
1 They are divided into two sections—Misuri Jori or Upper and Misuri
lll Geri or Lower.
The Upper Misuri are sedentary, and have their villages in the Gurajar Dagh
and mountains immediately north of the Zab Valley at Latks and Ashkufa. iy
The Lower Misuri live in the hilly districts of the Ghara Dagh south of '
the Zab at Latka, and also in villages round Spindari.
A shaikh p ing idernble influence among this tribe lives at Birif i
Khan, in the Ghara Dagh, |
Nerwi,—These Kurds are in the mountain districts north of the Zab near
Rezan and Shirwan. They are sedentary, nombering 13 villages.
Refans,—~To the north-west of the Nerwi are Rekani, also sedentary, in 8
villages,
I Beruz,—On the Shirindari Dagh immediately north of the Zab Valley at
Bila Keapri and Rezan are the Beruz in 10 villages high up the mountuin slopes.
i Zebari—There were once a large and powerful tribe with head-quarters at
Bila Keupri.
[ They extend all along the Zab Valley in several scatterad villages from the L
Bardin gorge, Begil, the Piris Dagh, and Bila Keupri, to Alura and Latka, near
Amadiyeh, They are now much reduced in numbers, and said to have only
| 20 villages,
Shaikh Muhammad of Begilis a very influential man among the Zebari.
[ Futha Ala at Latka and Shaikh Nour of Shinea are some of their Shaikhs.
) At Kala Hukher was a strong stone fort, pow dismantled, which belonged to
| Zaro, & Zebari chief, whose robberies were the terror of the district 12 years
ago, after which the Turks eaptured and imprisoned him at Mosul.
Some Nestorian Christinns, not more than 50 or 60 families altogether, are
[ seattered among the Zebari in the Zab Valley near Bila Keupri. There are
] several Jows in Begil, Amada, and Akra, s
There was a deserted church at Heren which bore many round shot marks
Il on the walls—a remembrance of the time when Muhammad Pasha of Mosul
{ overran the Zebari District, about 30 years ago. :
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% ] Route No. IX.—Amadiyeh to Mosul via Daoudiyeh and
thrngy Dohuk,
o, | 3rd to 7th June.
mli.—-:
Ths Disrance, 1 uizes,
bg Ssiom. marebing. wiles por hour.
- Intormediate. Total,
¥ gy
.‘ﬂ: Duoudiyeh .., w| 750 22 22 208
= Hada 75 22 4 308
- Zahon vie v 575 18 62 313
g Tel Quskof .., e 850 245 865 268
ke Mosul .. .| GO0 18 1045 327
B grd June.—General direction, W, Leaving Kwaneh (2,775") at 4-45
1 A s, we followed a track rounding the southern end of the Amadiyeh plateau.
Mkt We crossed several ravines, containing gravelly soil, interspersed with ledges of
ligms sandstone nearly horizontal; which cutdeep in the clay soil, and run south
towards the head-waters of the Ghara. The country is rough, but a passable
ruad for guns could be found.
wlliy At 3} miles eross the Rudbar Amadiyeh, a large stream which flows from
Amadiyeh gardens (2,635°) round the west side of the platean southward
lisn towards the Ghara,
Several mills were seen. The banks were lined with walnut, poplar, sycamore
Ngh and ash, and the slopes cultivated in terraces of rice and wheat. Several small
3 » clusters of honses were scattered along the stream bank—some Kurdish and
rd sume Christian,
A small two-arched masonry bridge crosses the stream. The road ascends
it immediately, crossing some gravelly spurs, mostly bare and uncultivated, from
the range to the north, This range is a continuation of the bare rocky ridge \
it above Amadiyeh. It iz called bere the Ser-i-Amadiyeh (Ainsworth ealls it !
the Matineh h). It continues west-north-west for some 20 miles. On
b the north side of it lies the Berwari district.
Bebat.—At b miles pass Bebat, one of saveral small villages situated close
{ly. o to the foot of the range, where a spring gives the necessary water for cultiva-
shive tion.
s A group of orchards with poplars and sycamores surrounds the village,
and the hillside is eultivated with wheat and rice in terraces.
wmild {)ur road leads nearly due west, crossing several small streams running
et south,
:mlj Supna Falley.~To the south the valley is now from 6 to 8 miles wide,
and is known as the Supna Valley. It is much cut us by deep ravines.
Taket The Ghara Dagh to the south is a series of low w ridges with long
Shuakha spurs.
w8 At 71 miles skirt round the south end of a plateau similar in shape to
10 yms Amadiyeh but smaller and lower. A long flat-topped spur extends across
i the valley from it.
dhen ot Biriazan.—Half a mile to the north-east is Biriazan (3,100"), a emall
[ Kurdish village similar to Bebat, Our road by keeping close to the Ser-i. 7~
Amadiyeh avoids the de:fer ravines to the left.
e Pass Kadesik, a Kurdish village to the sonth, and Anishik (3,210, alarge \.“
Al Christian village on the hillside to the north.
VOL. 1. i
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The soil gradoally improves, being a reddish gravelly loam.  Wheat on tle

uplands and rice in the valleys are the ehief crops.  Severnl streams weip l'm;
crossed Howing north to sonth.  As we go on the valley becomes dotted with b
trees, with orchurds round the villages. Sume good grass, mostly cliver, "

o dit

Wit |uls:—vr‘] T.'.ll'ull;_;h. ngl- herds of cattle and & Ffow shm‘p also notioed,
Aradina.—At 14 miles pass Aradina (3,500), a large Christian village on
a stream from the Ser-i- Amadiyveh. 1t produces tolbaceo and silk in some T

quantity.  The people ure very industrious, far more g0 than the Kurds in the
| same district  Large quantities of rice and wheat in terraces on the slope
| ~ below the village.
i ) A road leads from here across the valluy, juining our route again near the - 1
il Pi:l‘l-i»—l')auudiyeh. It crosses some deep ravines in the centre of the g
valley, |
| At 17 miles passed Bamurni, a small Kurdish village on the hillside 2 1
M miles to the right, near which is the residence of Shaikh Muhammad, a Shaikh
' of the Bubdivan Kuords, a man of much religious influence. His house is !
in a lurge orchard on the hillside by a spring.
The rond commences now to trend seriss the valley to the SW. The
slopes of the mvinesare dotted withn fow low oaks. Across the valley to the
south were a series of undualations, the slopes covered with vineyards.
. Daovpiven.—Cross o fertile platean, and at 22 miles halt in Dacadivels
i (8,015, a small Knrdish village, where a knimmakam lives. There is a sumll 1
e mud fort elose by, now half in ruins, |
I This situation at the edge of a fat spur overlooking the ravines to the 1
il south is a good one to bar the passare of the road.
The watershed between the head-waters of the Ghara flowing towards T
the Zab and the streams which How towards the Khibur is o very slight ridge o
about halfway from Amadiyeh. T
Rontes from Daowdiyeh—In the direotion of Zakho the country is essy, B
said to contain several villages, and to be well cultivated, similar to the Supnn "
vallsy, The path follows a small stream valley all the way. The total dis- Iy

tance is two stages of six hours ench or about 35 miles. The intermediate stuge
is Barvaski village. i . f
F'o the north of Daoudiyeh, the Ser-i-Amadiyeh Range is a steep * razor- |
edaed " vidge of limestone. A truck leads over it to Ashitha, and from there
to Julamerk, but it is very vough and diflienly, and seldom used. Julamerk
is =ail to be six daye distant, and caravans usually follow the route through
p Amadiyeh,  No difliculties were experienced on our route today for the
passage of guns, and it looks easy the remaining distance to Zakho also,
Weather cloudy and overcast in the morning ; temperature 54° at 5-0 a.u,, |
and 70° at noon. A thunderstorm came on at 2 v.ar, with a sudden violent a
storm of wind from the north-west, lasting only quarter of an hour, but level- i
ling every tent as it passed.
Heavy showers continued till midnight ; with high wind and elouds in the
morning,
4th June—General direction, 8.W. Descend steeply from the village,
a brond grassy slope. Several vineyards and low shrubs on the billsides, with
a few terraces of wheat,
| After 2 miles the steep descent ceases. At the foot of a narrow valley we
| forded a large stream flowingin a direction 883° towards the Khabur.
i There is a erazy bridge (2,5007), constructed partly of masonry and partly
ki of wood ; the muleteers proferred to ford a little above it. This stream joins
]| the Khabur and flows past Zikho, ‘

™
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b:'_' A small mavine enters the stream near the bridge ; and we follow the right
|nl; hank, Another track takes the left bank, said to be casier, but: does not
e look it. For 14 miles from the bridge the road is rough, crossing several
" small ravines with steep clay sides with a gradual useend. The general
= direction is 219° from Daondiyeh.
iy A little widening and some zigzags cut in this soft soil would make this
|:h portion practicable for artillery. The soil is rich, with several vineyurds and
i the slopes dutted with low onks and shrubs,
" In this district ave the Doski Kurds, numbering 30 villages in all.
- Anonha.—At 61 miles pass Zaouka (3,805, a smull Kurdish village, after
o IS which the road improved, and we followed a broad track rounding a woo
i ridge, an outlier from a higher rocky range to the west. Severnl flocks of
B sheep seen on the hillside. Amadiyeh from here bears 79° and Daoudiyeh 35°%
i aud u fine view ean be obtained up and down the Supna valley.
i s the south are several deep wooded ravines converging in the direction of
=i the Daondiyeh stream.
At the summit of the incline crossed a grassy. platean dotted with oak
The groves, forming the watershed between the Daoudiyeh stream and the
ik streams flowing into the Tigris nuar Mosul,  On the higher slopes to the west
; of this platenu are several vineyards.
fivl At 0} miles passed through a gup (3,285°) in the ronkg' ridge of the main
ual range. This is the Ghara Dagh, and runs 85° and 277°, covered with low
trees to the summit. The gnp through which the road leads is 300 yards wide,
the with a small stream fowing south, and on vither hand steep limestone cliffs.
From the gap commence descending the west side of o brond stream
s valley following an easy track throngh trees and undergrowth:
| Jarasigeh.—The valley is from 1 to 1§ miles wide, increasing as we descend.
To the east are severnl long side valleys in. which are Serkun; Ourgha,
i Barasiyeh, small Kurdish villages surrounded by orchards and terraces of
i enltivition, Stacks of wood cut in 6 to 8 lengths were seen piled by the
The houses reaidy to be carried into Mosul for building purposes. |
i The stream banks have a few patches of eultivation, and are lined with
sycamore, ash, and willow trees. Several herds of cattle were grazing on the
o Inllsides.
e To the enst the slopes are aasy ; but to the west they ave steep and imprac-
ik ticable. There is plenty of good grass; and the vulley is well watered by
ol several side streams, ,
ofhe At 15 miles from Pasudiyeh the valley narrows, and the road leads through
a gorge between sundstone eliffs 100 yards wide. It isa made ledge 107 to
[T 12 cut in the soft sandstone for a short distance, and js quite practicabile for
e e guns (2,6157. The whole of this district and to the south-east is known as
- Bahdinan,
Mhrough this we emerge almost immedintely into a rovgh wooded connfry
nile much cut up by small ravines. A valley about 14 miles wide trends up 1 10° 40
a vol, over which there sesms an easy passage. A few villages of Dosti Kurds
e liein this divection, snd some vineyards were seen on a reddish loam soil.
i d Still following the stream we eross the lower end of this valley by a rough
i track, capable of being improved into a good road for guns, The stream here
passes to the left through u very narrow rift in the ridge to the south called
e the Haitut Pass. This opens into the Zuwibeh Valley in which on a prominent
spur is the large village of the simp name. A rough footpath leads through
E?[' this, but is little nsed.  One road keeps move to the snulh-past, erissing 1he
o same ridge by the Durinh Buadah Pass. The lower slopes are rough, and the
B3
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I trees and brushwood require clearing, The nscent of the pass follows a dry
rocky ruvine, and the road is paved in some places. The summit of pass is 45,4157,
"The road winds a good deal, but is never narrower thun 8 feet, and by
removing some of the lurger stones and smoothing the places worn by the |
rain, it eonld be soon made passable for artillery. Steep rocky erags rise on
! either side; but the summit is a rounded cluy slope and then a gentle des- o
cent down a broad spur. Dee clay ravines. with very steep sides run
towards the Zawibeh Valley to the south of the Haitut Pass. There nare few !
trees now, but several lurge vinsyards and wheat fields. i
The rocky ridge erossed at the Duriah Badah Pass extends in o direction )
: 265° for some 20 miles, and looks quite impassable along this length, being r i
’ i 8 steap bare wall of rock ae far I could see. Eastwards if, runs 915
|

At 22 miles halted in Bada (3,095°), a  Kurdish village, on the edge of

4 narrow ravine flowing west-north-west. This is a very fertile distriet, pro- 1

ducing large quantities of raisins for the Mosul markut, Water-supply from |

a small spring in the ravine, slightly sulphurous in taste, |
Weather bright today, with ccasional clouds, Temperature 60°at 4.30

' At and 70° at noon,

: Of this stage thers are two portions which would require improving for
the passage of guns, piz,, the first 8 miles on the left bank of the Daon-

il diyel stream and some portions of the Durish Badah Puss. |

| Gth June.—(eneral dircotion, SW. TLeft the village and  descended |
| geadually in a direction nearly west, following the bank of a small stream,
| We passed the Jewish village of Sundur, and skirted round the end of a sleep ]
II| ridge to the left (2,500°) ; the slopes covered with vinevards, To the right is o
deep stream valley, nnd on the opposite slopeof the hill axe threr small Kurdish !
villages—Zewa, Chista, and Guntak, all in the kaimmakambik of Dacudiyel, . ]
The rvad is broad and easy with a slight descending gradient. .
Several jets of sulphuretted hydrogen along the strenm bank which make d
the water heavy and bad, but drinkable. 4
The grass on the hillsides gets more burnt up as wedescend towards Dohuk &
und trees entirely disappesr. This is eaid to be a tutbulent distvict and
patrties of men armed with long guns and * hangars ” were met, aud in the '
CATAVANS BVery man was armed.
Dorgh Pass.—At 9 miles enter the Dorgh Pass (1,650, a dip in the rocky
Jubal Abiadh through which the stream pusses,
The pass is 300 yards long. The road follows the left bank, and is a lwdgs
| 10° to 15" broad eut out of the soft rock, The bridge at the sonth end of the
puss is broken, and the stream has to be forded. This would be difficult in !
i epring when the water was high, A small eliff prevents the road keeping to L
1 the left bank.
Donve.—Ford the stream again 500 vards lower, and reach Dohnk (1,630%)
11 miles from Bada, It is anlgll:ac of 1,000 houkes, with o mixed population
of about 5,000, and is a sort of frontier town between the Kurds of the hills
1IN, and the Arabs of the plains, The population consists of Arabs, Kurds, Chris-
tians, Jews, and Yezidis, Nearly half, that is about 2,000, are Jews; there
i are 200 Christians, and the remainder Kurds, Arabs with a few Yezidis. A
| church, several mosques, o synagogue and a Yezidi shrine, all exist in this place,
| There is a large well-supplied bazar for the size of the place. The chief
I brade is in wheat and barley, dried fruits, and raisins with Mosul, -
' A kaimmakam and 100 zaptiyahs are quartered here. There is asmall |
.|- stone eastellated building at the north end of the place, overlooking the outlet
li} from the puss. It is now in  bad state of repair.
|
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il
-'-.I.l? For abont # miles behind Dohuk a wide valley extendsin a direction 110°
ol §y thickly planted with vineyards and fig orchards. A track leads over the
b 14y ridge at the bead of this valley in the Alkosh direction, 1t is very rough and
i gy stony, but is somewhat shorter than the road we tonk. s
lids The banks of the stréam fur 2 milss below Dok are lined with vegetable
o gardens and orchards. )
L™ The best drinking water is from some springs at the sonth end of the D}'u*gh
Pass, us the water from the stream is tainted by the sulphur springs higher
- up.
r:: i On leaving Dohuk our road continues across a level plain in a direction a
- little north of west. The soil is fertile, und there i a wide belt of wheat erops
bd round Dolitk,  The harvest was being ent and gathered now. )
13r~; At 14 miles ford the Dohuk stream to the left pbank: the stream bed is
thin parrow with a gravelly bottom and sunk 15" to 20° Lelow the level of the
Plain, so that it eannot be used to irrigate the plain.  Several large springs
i were passed on the left bank neay the ford.
I At 154 miles we turned sharp round the end of the Dohuk Dagh, here o
i steep stony ridge which bounds the Dohuk valley to the south-west, and
E'“ which ends sbraptly on the bank of the Dok stream.
= Severnl rock hewn caves were seen high ap the face of the cliff. From the
and of the rangs a hroad track led 185° across the plain to Gurrapahan, where
i it mat. the post roadk into Mosul from Juzirah (see Route X).
i, This is level and easy going all the way: it would bLe the easiest for
Lo troops.
iy Near Gurrapahan this road rounds the end of a long rocky spur jutting
b out into the plain similar to the Dohuk Dugh.
b, y We took another route through Alkosh, and tarned sonth-east parallel to
the base of the Dobuk Dagh,  Several carnvans of mules and yabus wers met,
ke chiefly of Kurds helonging to the hill districts we had just left. Every man
in the earivan had a long gon, and some a gun and long curved sword or
w% hangar” This s unusual, and points to an jnsecure state of the country. \
il Zuhoa.—At 18 miles a balt was made at Zihos (1,500, & small village at
s the foot of the rocky slepe of the Dohuk Dagh.
This range rins 95° to s knot of rocky hills which overlook Alkosh. The
kv inhabitants of Zahoa are of the Arab type, a sudden change from the Kurds :
| they speak an Arabic dialeet and not Kermanji.
e Water is from springs, shghtly bitter and unpleasant to drink, and tastes
the everything cooked i it. The mi% of the plain is very fertile; only about one-
\ third wus under cultivation, mostly wheat sud barley, which grows without
?““—-—h irrigation.
- Weather pleasant with & strong wind from the north-west, with elonds
i and light showers. Temperature 8 1° at noon. Temperature increased, and air
ries is more sultry sivee we loft the hills.
filks 6th June.—General direction, S.B, Left Zahoa at 4-45 a.., and started
i across & level plain in a direction 135°
e Zenin, Marashi and three other Yezidi villages were seen along the foot of
3 . the Dohuk Dagh to the north, A few fig trees grow round them, otherwise
e the plain is quite treeless. At the head of the valley a few low trees and brush-
chid wood clothed the rocky ridges in that direction.
At 7 miles we entered a defile ina rocky ridge running 80° towards the
ml head of the valley.
ikt A large stream flows through it, with several rock cut tombs along
the banks, There are several bunds, some of very ancient date and of solid
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eonstruetion, drawn across the stream, chief) y nsed for driving mills, or
werigating small orohards or gardens. L
The stream bed (1,610°) is sunk too low to allow the plain being irnigated, ok
| The road is very rough and over slabs of rook in places, and would require L
: improving to pass guns throngh, it
“‘ Shinawa.— At tne mouth of the passis the small Yezidi village of Shinnwa, by
{ f The road turned east from the pass along the foot of the ridge to the "
' 1l north, "
| i Avkosn.—At 15 miles Alkosh was reached (1,800%. It is a place of | 1
! 1,500 houses situated partly on the slope of the hill. The honses ave built of d
! ; a spucies of concrete of gypsum embedded with small round stones. No .L L
i wood is usged, and the ceilings are arches turned with cement.  The honses
| ore built under, in, and on ench other in a most perplexing way. The i
i 5 streets are narrow, fairly elean, and as a whole the town has o smart and i
i bustling appearance. The bazar is small and strageling. Al round the out- f
skirts were piled large stacks of wheat rendy for threshing. There is a gond i
trade with Mosul, earried on by small mule caravans, carrying wheat and ]
barley. The inhabitante nre exclusively Christions, numbering abont, 7,000 :
of these about two-thirds are of the New Chualdean sect, and the remainder 3l
r Papal Chaldean,
| \ Alkork Monastery —To the south-east, 14 miles farther along foot of the
/) hills, is the Monastery of Alkosh. It eontains a small chapel and rooms for |
]; the mouks, of which there are here 25, including the head priest, who is an Tta- w
| lian; the remainder being taken from the Papal Christinns of the district. The "

monks own large tracts of land about Alkosh, Tal Ouskof, and Tal Kaif, and
have several fueks of sheep and eattle, besides vingyards on the upper slopes of

ﬂ = the hill, - -

t | Rablan Hormwe Monastery—Ahont two-thivds of {he way up the rocky dm
— hillside to the north is the Monastery of Rabban Hormuz. The hill is vary Sub
precipitous, and a narrow winding stnirease londs up the last 500 feet, The |

chapel and moxt of tha buildings are excavated in the rock, a whitich limestone. i

Each monk when not engaged in devotional exercises cuts his cell and ronms w

‘ out of various parts of the rock, to which little staivs lend. They are sxpevted l

to dig their graves out of the rock as well.  An exeellent red wine is made by
the monks from their vineyards, snd a typieal old Simon the Cellarer brought "
forth a jug on our arrival. They are of the order of St. Anthouy, with strict

observances. i
k: | Young priests are educated here, and on coming of aze are given their

choice of remaiing or going out into the ministry, The range on which J [
| the monastery is built is steep and vocky on its southern slope, and rises 1,000 or

| to 1,500 feet above the level of the plain.  Mar Mattei is a monastery on the
same range some 15 miles to the south-east and built in a somewhat similar

position : there arve said to be 365 cells there, also cut out of the rock. The i
mouks therve are of the New Chaldean sect.
Left the Alkosh eonvent at 12-15 pa., having been entertained by the th
hospitable monks. The road over the plain isa 12750 15 teeck over slight th
undulations, and is easy going all the way to Mosul. .

int

w

The soil is a rich loam, and grows wheat without irrigation. Indiancorn th

I and melons are grown in the hollows, Very little water is met with uow, and A

i the streams are slightly brackish by the gypsum strata pussed here and m
there.

| Tar Ouvskor.—At 11} miles from Alkosh halted in the village of Tal el

} Ouskof (1,400). r 4
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Thixis a plave of 1,000 liouses with a population of about 5,000 ; the houses
are built of stone and cement similar to Alkosh. The inhabitants are nmixture
of New Chuldenns and Papal Chaldenns. The dress of the Christian women in
these villages is peculiar, and distinguishes them at onos from those of other sects.:
- It consists of a hlue skirt bound round the waist witha red girdle, ornamented

¢ in front with silver buckles, A red cotton shawl is suspended over one shoulder
and hungs down in front like an apron.

A small red turhan is wound round the head ; the hair is plaited in long

El‘f tuils, which reach to within a foot of the gronnd, where they end off in two or
\f: thres colmred tufteof wool. A string of coins, generally of silver, is
¥y worn round the neck snd forehead.

‘.t'." These Chaldsans aren sturdy and very industrions rce : these villages have
" a far cleaner and mote bustling appearance than Kurdish or Yezidi villages in
- the same district. Most of the work of gathering the harvest and tending
! the flocks is dene Ly Yezidis, whio have no objection to being servants to Cliris-

fd tinns. At Alkosh Monastery all the outdoor servants were Yezidis. They

il prafur a Christiun to a Musalman master.

0: The water-snpply here is from three wells, each about 6 feet diameter,

Teler and contuining water 20 fuet below the snrface.  They are ull slightly bitter,

and one was at present in nee for the whale village for drinking purposes.

the o small embankments were dmmwn across hollows in the undulations
fa i eolleet rain water. A little muddy water remained in one of these, which

s was eagerly being sconped up for cooking purposes. Tes made from brackish

The wall water is not pleasant.

ind Round the village were large henps of eorn in proeess of heing threshed.
of I'his is done in the vsual Eastern fashion with a *chum,” which is a sort

of sludge with a roller having sharp iron teeth or prongs underneath. Itis

T driven round in & cirele over the spread-out corn by three horses or donkeys.

i Subsequently it is winnowed, and the grain separated from the chopped straw,

i A preparation of wheat called * burrul” is common here, and is generally

" found thronghout Kurdistan : the grain is first boiled votil it swells, and then

me put out in the sun until quite dvy and hard, It is then put under a large stone

i roller about 6 feetin diameter which revolves ina sort of trongh, When the

vy outer husk of the grain is taken off by the roller it is again boiled and then

ikt eaten. It has the appearance of rice, and tastes well.

i The peaple compluined much of the locusts, which had been bad now for

four successive years.

fhar A good desl of the wheat being threshed had beenent green, and was only

ek good for straw ; the grain being quite shrivelled. A small worm ealled “ Sin

A or “ Sun’' which gets into the grain does much damage, eating all the

W interior and leaving only the outer shell.

™ This issuid to be a healthy place; the bitterness of the water has no evil
" @l 8.

» ~ The priest complained of the withdrawal of the English Consul from Masul :
e thay have to prefer their complaints now to the French Consul, whom

g 4 they say has noinfluence. They wished for the day when the English were
W coming to take over the country. = All they see of the Turkish Governmént is

the periodieal visit of the tax-gatherer, and they get no benefit in return.

“’: Among other things they think Government ought to dig canals to give them

b ol pure water from the Tigris.

| These Christians are a industrious, well-to-do people, and with a more

enlightened government would no doubt double or treble the area of land they

i have now under eultivation.
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Large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle and goats belong to the village;
they pick up what they can along the stream banks,

Two large Yezidi villages were visible from 5 to 6 miles to the south-east,

Alkosh bears 3557 from lere looking Lack.

Weather hot in the middle of the day, and the glare unpleasant from the
bare dusty rowd,  Temperuture 88° in Alkosh convent at noon and 81° at 3

P in my tent. AL 5 At it had fullen to 61°  The nights were coul. W
: W

7th June—QGeneral direction, 8.  Left Tal Ouskof at 5-30 awm., i
following a broad well worn track over an unduolating plain, At 4} miles &
Bativui was passed, a place of 250 houses, and at 74 miles Talkaif, a large i

, place of 1,500 honses, L \
I Both these are Christian, a mixture of Papal and New Chaldeans. The

; / }
houses are built of stone set in a kind of gypsum cement like those of Tal _|r
Ouskof. |

The water-supply i rain water caught in small ponds, and a few wells, "

At 16 miles a small branch of the Tigris was skirted, and at 15 miles the i
boat bridge across the Tigris at Mosul was crossod (ree Route X) and the

town renched. Large stretches of good land were passed uncultivated. g

3

L

I sl

Iik
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o thy MOSUL.

: Mosul is the principal town of Upper Mesopotamia and capital of the
E Walint of that name, Its position E:)I.I.l strategically and commercially is
W gy very important, Towards it converge several important routes—(1) from
H uily Bughdad throngh Kifri uod Erbil ; (2) from West Persia thmyp;h 'Ral\'sn-'
1 by duz; (8) from Sulaimaniah and south-eust Kurdistan through Kui Sunguk: ()
' trom Van and Bashkala by the Zal valley and Amadiyeh ; (5) from Erzerum,
e Mush and the Armenian platean by Bitlis, Sairdt, Juzivah, and Zg.lgho; (6)
vl from Diarlekr either across the desert from Nisibin or through Midiyat and
Jugirah or Nisilin Jaziral and Zakho, 2
ik, Feom Dintbekr an exeellent eart rond exists through Kharput and Siwas
iy fle to the Black Sea at Samsun, and easy roads Jead to Aleppo and Sakanderun on
iod 'ty the Mediterionean.

Thus as a commercinl centra Mosul presents advantages of no common
order; and were its old position on the main route between India and the
Mediterranean restored by the construction of through railways it would
agnin rapidly increase in size snd importance. All important schemes for
railways from west to east ave projected to pass through Mosul. iy

1t is & town of about 40,000 inhabitants on the right bank of the Tigris;
some estimates giving 50,000, The inhabitants sremostly Musalman of the
?uI"Ui faith. There ate Christinns of various persuasivns estimated as
follows ;

20 hionses of Prolesiants. [ 600 of Jucobites,
500 of Catliolic Byrians, 8611 of Juws,
600 of Chaldeans, both Papal and New sects,

making a total of about 7,000 Christinug and 1,500 Jews. There are no
Nestoriuns except a few who come in to pick up work and then return to
their villages. About 50 yeurs ago they were very numerous in the town.
I'he Enghsh Consul wus removed in 1887; since then there is an Agent,
Mr. Nimrod Rassam, a nephew of the well-known explorer of Nineveh and
assistant of Sir A, Layard. The Ageney is under the Baghdad Residency.
There are also Con for Russia und France, The honses are built of n con-
crete of stone sat in cement made of the gypsum and lime which is procurable
from the country round. But little wood is used, the ceiling being uvsually an
arch turned in the concrete. The best houses are built round a courtyard
in the centre into which the rooms and the diwan open.

The doorposts are often made of ornumented carved gypsum looking like
marble. There are * Serdabs,” or rooms under the ground Hoor, where the
peogl‘e retire in the midday heat in summer.

Yuter-supply is either bronght from the Tigris in skins on the back of
ponies or from small wells in the courtyurds of the houses, The wells are
brackish and the river water is the best for drinking. It is very muddy, but
when filtered it is sweet and wholesome and is severul degrees cooler than the
air in floods because of the melting snows in the mountains, Iee or rather
pressed suow is brought in from the hills and sold in the bazar.

The bazar is a large and bustling one, but not arched over with brick
like Baghdad and Kermanshah, Leafy boughs only are placed across overhead
to keep off the sun, As usual, cach trade bus its own place. A very mized

YOL. I, 5
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crowd jostle one anothier in the streets ; Arabe, Kurds, Jews, Christians, and
Mozulis.
The streets are narrow and paved with round stones which make them
| very slippery. There are three large serais in the fown with very fair accom-
modation.
i I Crowded round the toll barat the bridge were hundreds of nomad Kurds
! with their flocks waiting to pay toll and pass over. They are taxed by the
1 number of sheep they possess. They winter in the plains fo the west and are
: now on their way to the hills, They are mostly nomads from Jabal
. Sinjar,
f ) J{ieen from the opposite or left bank, the town rises slightly in the centre on
] a natural mound. 'H::-m are seven gates. On the east the Bab-es-Sinjar, on
the south-west the Bab-al-Baidhti, at the south corner the Bab-al-Imk, along
J the sonth-oast fuce the Babeal-Lagish, Bab-es-Serai and Babeal-Tap, and
overlooking the bridge Bab-al-Jisr.
The French Consulate is 13 miles from the Bab-es-Serai on the river bank
: in a small garden (see plan).
The walls are from 15" to 207 high, 3 feet thick at the top and 4 to 6
{ll ¢ at the bottom, with a dry diteh about 15 yards wide and 10 feet deep outside
fit filled up with débris and sand in several places. There is no covered way or
||‘ glacis capable of defence as at Baghdad. 'The walls are of sun-dried bricks
] ’ end have much erumbled away, while in places they have been removed
altogether and the diteh levelled. There is a ruined citadel overlooking the
bridge head from the north. The walls were built as a defence against raids
I' ! of the Shummar Arabs some years ago.
To the north of the town the walls enclose a large open space. Lime is

burnt in numerous kilns outside the gates. 3
— To the south-east, outside the Bab-es-Serai, is a large open space used as a
g market  for animals where fairs are hield, On the river bank, § mile south of
‘iﬁ the town, are the barracks and the Government offices of the Pasha, This
is called the Serai and consists of one largs two-storied building built round an
interior court ; a fine looking place, but rather dilapidsted. There are four bat-

;;illious of the 6th Army Corps, numbering about 400 men each, guartered
— wre.
| An attempt was made to plant an avenue of trees to the Serai from the
town, but it failed. The entire absence of gurdens of any sort is very
noticeable in Mosul.
i There is . Governor of the town, Hamdi Beg, as well as the Pasha of
the Wailat, Muhammad Tashin Pasha, who has his headquarters here,
The Dominican Mission has a printing press at which they can print in the
| Arabic, Armenian, Syriae and Chaldaic characters. There are 8 monks and 12
sisters.
Most of the higher officials in Masal speak French ; Arabic, and Kirmanji
I is most spoken in the town; and Turkish only by offivials.
) ; In Mosul the Musalmans venerate many loeal saints. Mar Girgis, or St
George, for instance, is their patron saint as well as of the Christians.
| The tomb of the prophet Nahum is at Alkosh, whither the Jews make an
y annual pilgrimage.
Nabbi Yunus.—The tomb of Jonah the prophet is at Nabbi Yunus near
‘ 5 a large mosque on & mound opposite the southseast corner of the town on
the left bank. Several Yezidi tombs with their curious fluted eonical spires
] are also to be seen. Thereisalso a leaning minaret bending itself, of course,
r in the direction of Mecea.
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The Telegraph Office is at the south-east corner of the town and has
Telegrapha, direct communication with Baghdad and Constantinople

through Jagirah and Diarbekr, with Rawanduz through
Erbil and Sulaimanish through Kirkuk.

Telegrams can be sent in Roman letters. They are better sent in French
than in English as most of the officials know French,

The wires bifurcate from the east end of the bridge, ane going in the
Baghdad direction and two towards Jazirsh. The Post passes throngh from
Baghdad to Constantinopls onee a week,

P .dMum! Bridge.—The Eridgl.l of Mosul is partly masonry and partly o bout
ridge.

The main channel rans along the west bank, and this is erossed by the boat
bridge. In the centre of the riverbed is a Lroad, gravelly island covered at
high floods and crossed by the masoury bridge ; and at the east end of this ixa
small channel, which at high water has to be forded. 1o front of the Babal
Jisr gate is a strong masonry pier jutting out 32 yards into the stream; on
which is the toll bar.

The boat hridge consists of 18 pontoons and is 123 yards long with a road-
way of 24’ made of rough wooden planking ; each poutoon is flat bottomed and
——mlu_ 26 long by 10" wide, the interval between each being 10°. At the east end
t}:f_;he boat bridge is another pier and rump 46 yards lung leading to the stone

ridge.

The masonry bridge is 278 yards long built of brick faced with sandstone
and seems fairly well built. The roadway is 16" wide. There are 29 arches,
all of 20° span, but of two patterns. Eleven at the east end are higher in
the springing of the arch and have only low cutwaters to the piers. The
other 18 have high entwaters. The whole has an incongruous appearance
and looks typieally Turkish,

Two French Fngincers Luilt the stone portion, but declined to try to
bridge the main channel. The rampat the east end is 52 yurds long with three
small arches and is much worn by the rush of water round it. Beyond this is
a strip of gravelly riverbed 145 yards wide covered at high floods.

On the Tth June some 40 yards had to be forded here, and the boat bridge
lisd only been fixed up a week previous bacause of high Hoods.

W hen the biidge is swung back the crossing is made in ferry boats, of which
there are five available. They are 20’ long and 10° broad with a high gunwils
and bow, and the stern eut down within a foot of the water to let animals get
in and out easily. They ave propelled by two long paddles. They ean each
take four laden mules,

Camels have u great objéction to s boat bridge and erossing them is
tedious work. Both here and at Jazirahi some of them took fright and leaped
into the water.

With a good camel leading they will go easily, but if frightened they
all start running. The bridge would take artillery if guns were passed over

l e

ngly.
mgW'heu we arrived the river was high with a current of 4 to 5 miles an
hour ; the main channel was some 15° to 20” deep.
The total width of the riverbed at the bridge is 676 yards, and there is
generally a dsep water channel 160 to 200 yards wide on the west bunk.
The prinecipal traffic down stream to Baghdad is done on rafts of ekins
Rufts. ealled * kalaks.” It is the quickest way for travellors
Rufts do not ascend the river, and trade from Baghdad
to Mosul follows the post road through Kifri, Kirkuk and Erbil.
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The wood for rafts is floated down here from Diarbekr, Spivdt and ‘the
wooded conntry north of Jazirah. At Bughdad the raft is broken up and
the wood sold at a remunerative price. Rafts are of various sizes, nsually of |
about 200 skins, sometimes of 400, &

This was the end of the shesp shearing season, and several large rafts of ?f

wool were about to start.

| The raft is made of & framework of two layers of logs placed crosswise

| over the skinsand bound together with ropas and branches ; the deck is usually

' ! coversd with bitumen.

A In the flood season in March and April, the voyage to Baghdad ean be :

i done in 4 or & days with u loaded raft. lnthe low season it takes longer, o

generally as much as 10 to 12 days. i

The rafts are Luilt just below the bridge on the right bank where poles
' are kept ready stacked.

B The Buplhrates steamer in 1839, nnder Ligutenant Lynch, surmounted

| all diffieulties and reached as high as the Zike-ul-Abwaz Bund, some 20 miles

| balow Mosul. There wonld be no difficnlty in removiog this and the river
would then be navigable to Mosul. Messrs. Lynel’s present steamers, which
/ are far more powerful than the Euphraies, would find no ditficlty 1n reach-
ing Mosul, if the necessary permission would be obtained from the Turkish
Government. Tha Captains of both the stenmers thought the project quite

| fonsible. (See description of Tigris above Baghdad )

b Between Mosul and Jazieah there are no rapids, and there is a deep channel

and suitable for the river steamers all the way.

From a strategical as well as commerein]l point of view, it wonld be a
wint of immense advantage that onr steamers should know the river and
Ll.w the right of navigation as far as Jazirah,

I I'ie ides of starting a Turkish line of steamers between Mosul and Dagh-

| —— dad was being talked about here. It has spveral times been mooted, but the
necessary eapital has not been fortheoming.

., The principal merehant in Mosul isa Christian, named Abdul Hadr Shukor,
assisted by his three brothers.  They are agents for Messrs, Lynch Brothers
of Baghdud, and he does most of the trade in cotton stuff and English goods
with that place. A large trade chiefly in wool, &e., is done_ by caravans to

—' Aleppo and Sakanderun, Scarves worn by the Kurds are all of cotton from
the Aleppo looms.

In spring time droves of cattle are started from Shustar and Dizful and
driven al]unp: the bank of the lgris to Mosul, grazing as they go.

) From heve they are passed on to Sakanderan, whers they are shipped for
Malts and Egypt. The best rice round Mosul is grown in the Navkur plain
and round Akra. d
Complaints were made of the Hamawands on the Sulaimaniah road, having |
recently looted £200 of tressave. There is also n considerable trade with |

Persin following the Rawnnduz route, |
The climate of Mosul is very dry, the great heat in summer is debilitating, 1
and what with the general insanitary condition of the &

narrow streets the inhabitants look pale and unheal- | o

L AN
ow

il B T

Climnte.

thy.
/ 3-'1"ha Moenl “huatton ™ iz a kind of sore like the Aleppo butfon and the
| Baghdad ¢ date mar . Ophthalmia is very prevalent,
; 'he dryness of the climate is chiefly owing fo the entire want of trees or
! gardens and the proximity of the desert,
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The following notes of temparatures, &e., were taken in doors at Mosual:
|sth June.[toth Jume] 3300 T, 19th June. 1ith Jame,
Tnstrument, = i
S0, (80 4 | B0 aw. | Noon. (1100, |30 pa |70 Lo | Noow. | dwan
Largo sneroid ... W | e 017 l & ww| 2w
Bmnall 2R b 20 e ! st N = P
Trmperatam ., Ll 8 A n* = s Lo o n&

Hot winds and thunderstorm on the 14th and 15th.

The nights become much cooler after midnight, and the mornings are
always fresh,

In Baghdad a Turkish lirn is equal to Re. 10, while in Mosul it is equal
to Re. 154, A Maria Theresa dollar = 26 piastres; and are chiefly current
among merchants.

A rouble is nearly equal to n rupee, but only a few sty coins were seen.

In ont-of-the-way places they were refused, while the rupee was accepted
everywhers.

The Turkish Medijieh nsually wont for Jis. 2-8-0.
100 roubles are a fraction less than 100 mmpees.

Routes from Mosul.

Ronte to Raghdad. —The more direct route following the river bank is not
much followed by caravans, The spring time, when the grass is on the plain,
is the best time to travel along it. There are no villages until Tekrit is
reached, and no supplies are obtainable except from Avab nomads.

Cameron gives following description of this route in 1579

Ha atarted uoder the protection of Ferhan Pasha, the chief of the Shammar,

1l Btage.—To Hammum AL, 4 hours, south of Mosal.

The first rrt of the road lay along a perfoct lovel and after 5 milea pamied through low hills
fur a conple of wiles, the muddy banks of suall strenms boing very sli after the min.

Thero are milphor springs at Hummam A'l, eovered over by o ruinoos building. Many people
eome berw from Mosol to bathe,  On the other bank of the river were the ruins of Nimead,

fud Staye.~Marched 8} hours aver fairly lovel eountry, the anly break heing at the beginning
nnd ending of the march, whon we changsd from the lower alluvinl plain bordering the river to.
the wore elevuted southern plain of Mesopotamin.  The clinngo wits mnde by enasy alopes; nathin
remnrkable all day excopt an nneiont eanal 30 foot wide = In the evening we encamped with Shdk§
Azowi, n sub-chief of the Abu Humoed Arbs un the river tank, )

drd Stage.—In the morning passed some sulphur springs snd bi ponds, after which kept
along the lower plain,

A few scrubiby oaks and prickly shrobs of aencls were met with. Small parties of Jebour
Arabs were met on the move, nndsoon after we passod enltivation irrigated by small channels
from the river drawn up by bullock lifta. The sedentary Jebour Arabs who cultivate the groond
“are much despised by the Bedonins, .

In four hours resched Kala Sherghst, the rowd haing lovel except for half a mile, where we
orossed o promontory ranning into the lower plain close to Wady Meksir. Kala Sherghst is the
bead-quarters of Forbng Pasha, the chief of the Shawmar Arabs,

Ouly n few tonts of Seoui nomad Arabs are to be sten bere. Tt was once the site of the
Assyrinn city of Asshur, g :

dih Stage.- Loft Shevghat and geadunlly led tha higher plain having the commencement
of the Hamrin mountaing betwoen us and the river, Tha rise abont 150 feet out of the plain,

At noon halted at Bel-a-dij, # favourite camp ground where n wady broke through the hills
Thunderstorm with heavy min lled the wady in the night,

5tk Stage,—Left camp crmning " mau%uut by wadys ranning in all directions and enterod.
8 pliin bounded on the east by the Hamrin, Ridge mnecl’l.iug south mod west further than eye
could reach, Halted in

Arab camp
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i i
6th Stage.—Went twenty miles across plain, perfectly livel Lroken by oceasional walerconrses, o
reaching at the end of it a nﬂ. streain working its way through sowe low sandhiils to the Tigris, m

which had just broken through the Hamriu Hills ; 6 milos farther on balted in s eamp of Jeboor 114!
i Arabs close to the ruins of tn ancient castlo called Kals Mokran.
| 7th Stage.— Eight bours’ warching took ws to Tekrit, the romd for the first half lying aling
| the low land nesr the river and then rising nbout 70 feet to the higher level
Severa] swall parties of men were mef, marghing north, who hal come down on rafts and were
earrying the skitis of the rafts on donkies” backs to Mosul,
' Tekrit wanonee an important place at a ferry over the Tigris, but is now a quantily of eonfosed
I ruins and o few mean houses built of bricks from Koman ruins. Kouffabs seen bore for the fimt
i tine.
1 8th Stage—Mnarchod acrow an allavial plain now, Passod tho fimt grove of date trees near
Dur, Plain quite lovel, exeept some distant bills to the north-cast,
Halted with soms nomad Deolim Arabe, 4
5t Stage—Marched to Sumarn, or rather un ialand opposite it; pasud some extensive roing
enlled Ashik, For milea along the left bank of the Tigns extend ruine of ancient buildiogs
ealled by the Arabs Eski or oll Baghdud. ol
O the right batk opposite Semarn s a certain amonnt of cultivation carrded on in a primitive
fashion by Delim Ambs.  Threr or four cottings for fodder are obtained from the wheat crops 4
before it is ullowed to form its ear. .
| Suinars is & plaee of pllgrimage for Shinka : there is a mosque over the tomb of one of the twelve L]
| T with s gililed dome.

A new wall of mean appearnnos surrormds the town, and inside three-ifthe of the space is
| devotad to camping-grannd forfPecsian pllgrims, of whom aboot 30,000 anuually visit the shrine.
| 1004 Stpge.—Lonving Samara wo passed the ruine of latibilat and then through a level country L]

| interseetod by many canals at differont lovels : eromsod the Dnjail canal by a bridge lntely con-
||' struotid by Forlion Paslis.  Halted In n smidl Arab sottlemeont,

e ———
a—

Tl 11tk Stage.—Croping & eanal onn bridgy ealled Tiso Hurtteannd enterod a country with several "
| il yillages, all surrnanded by date groves snd il trees, watersd by numeroas eanals.  Halted at Sumi-
* schal.  Population was only 176 males, yet it exported 20,000 okes annually of dates, besides fijgs }.‘t‘
] and eorn. -
lII'1 12th Stage.—To Khan Suediynp, 6 hoors' distant over o bare uvenltivated countey with gieen
[' ! grass in the hollows where the main water lodged. .
] 134k Stage.— Started and soon reached the Tigris, pusing mnch cultivation all watered by bal- | M
lock lifts. L
At Kathimat hed gardins which extended all the wisy to Baghdad, some 4 miles distant, ™

The chief trade royte with Baghdad is through Kifri, Altun Keapri, and
Erbil and pot by the river bank. It is 12 stuges for caravaus, the total dis- wl
tance being 299 miles ;

Ml ]
(1) Kulak ass o, s ey we 33 ™
(9) Brbil A s S8 :
(8) Altun Keupri ... = g "
(4} Kirkuk 7 5% o o T owe 7
(5) Taomk see ] :
(8) Tuz Khurmata .., . e e ane. A
I {7) Kifri S b i aae o - |I:
B (8) Kara Tapa .., o e " . 22 [u
(0) Dulli Ablss ... = - - i
i (10) Zedaidn & - 93
(11) Judnida - vl n
(12) Baghdad & w 18 1
1t is un easy road passable for troops and artillery, with supplies in abundance i
obtainable at the various stages. Mr. Tart, Chief Engineer for Lynch Bros., T
drove along this road in a four-wheeled carrisge, renching Mosul from Baghdad &
! in 11 days. From Mosul he went through Nisibin and Mardin Diarbekr and
from there along a good cart road to Samsan, driving all the way. The post |
from Mosul to Baghdud by this road takes from 24 to 3 days, horses being
changed at each stage. 9
r.
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- o Sulaimaniak —There are two routes from Mosul to Sulaimaniah. The
Phia most direct lies through Koi-Sanjuk. 1t is 7 stages, the total distance being
174 miles:
iy Hiles.
o (1) Kalak . 33
- (@) Exbil w2
| (9) Ashkafsalkn " o o
i (4) Koi-Banjak | ue o il
5 (5) Bogut o 2
(6) Khan-i-Mimn - ... e A o - ]
i (7) Sulaimanish e e
il This road passes some low hills batween Koi-Sanjak and Khan-i-Miran ;
% othierwise it is an easy road,
s By this route Mosul to Kormanshah is 16 stnEes, a total distance of
846 miles (see Sulsimaniah). The section south of the Diala River is rough
my and difficult. ;
= Through Kasr-i-Shirin and Kifri (Route 1V)isanother route to Kerman-
ety shah, of 15 stages, a distance of 316 miles also. This latter is by far the
ey easiesh route and pussable all along for artillery,
o For a deseription of the routes leading into Persia from Kui S8anjak (ree
A route VIT) Ranin,
o Through Kui Sanjak Mosul to Silna is miles and Kermaughah  miles
iy Ly this route. 1t is rough and difficult, after passing the Persinn frontier.
Al Another route to Sulaimaniah is through Kirkuk (s Route VI).
i . 1o Rawandug and West Persia,—The principal trade route for goods from
o Mosul into West Persin is throngh Rawanduz to Suj-Bulak and Tabriz.

Rawanduz is 95 miles distant, Suj-Bulak 158 miles, and Tabriz 307§ miles
(aee Routes from Rawandnz).
i Lo Fan.—This route lies throngh Amadiyeh, the valley of the Great Zal
- and Bashkala (see routes from Amadiyeh).

Following Routs TX to Amadiyeh, it is 280 miles to Bashkala and 359
to Van. From Bashkala, Urmia snd Khoi in North-West Persia can be easily
reached.

Beyond Amadiyeh this road is rough and mountainous and practicahle
only for pack animals.

Van can also be reached through Juzirah, Bitlis, Sairdt and the southern
shore of the luke.

To Sairdt and Bitlis.—This is an important strategic line and the princi-

| means of access from the Mesopotaminn plain to the Armenian high-
ands. After pussing Bitlis the country is fuirly easy towards Mush and Van
(see rontes from Jaziral). Jazirah by Route 3 is 110 miles, to Sairdt b
the Tigris valley is 100} miles, Bitlis 247§, and Mush 298 miles from Mosul.

To Diarbekr.—The most dircet route lies across the desert to Nisibin.
This would be about 115 miles and on to Diatbekr by the post road 80 milss,
making the total of 195 miles.

Missionaries travelling to Mardin in spring usually take this route, but it
is not much used by caravans owing to raiding parties of the Shammar Arabs.

]
”E‘r' n: Travellers require lotters to the Shaikh of the section of the tribe through
ghid which they would pass. Except in winter and spring, there is no water or
e supplies, so that it could scarecly be used by troops.

i e road along which the mails are carried to Diurbekr goes by Jazirah,
“h.m‘ and supplies and water are found at all seasons.
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To Jaxirah is 110 miles by Route X and from thers to Diarbekr is 100 1
miles, making a total of 210 miles. Another road fullows the right bank of tha
Tigris to Juzirah, but ie not much used becsuse of want of supplies in the
]‘ summer months. It is six stages, and there are no villages of any size, the the

principal being Eski Mosul, Karhol, Abon Maria (good wells), Haluila, and are nall

; ulong the river bank. They are all small collections of Arab huts.

1

Merchants say that the roads by Bitlis sud Sairdt to Van or through
Rawnnduz are open all the year for traflic and never cutirely clused by snow,
The route to Van through Amadiyeh, Julamerk and Bashkala is usually closéd
for three months in winter, that is from the middle of December to the middle
: of March, unless the snowfall is light.

i . A good earringe rond from Diarbekr to Samsun passing through

i Kharput, Malatia, Sivas, mt, and Amasia. - It has only recently been com-

I pleted, and the section from Kharput to Diarbekr is not yet as good as the
rest,

NESTORIAN CHRISTIANS.

To understand the various sects into which the Nestorinns are at present
divided, a short account of their early history will be necessary, The Nes-
| torinnsare so called becanse they ndhere to the doctrines of Nestorius, who al
| was Patriarch of Constantinople in A.D. 431, For vefusing to acknowledge

[ to the Virgin Mary the title of mother of God and holding not only to two “
! patures but two persons in Christ and other veligions differences he was sxoome- T
3 municated sod banished. His fullowers fornted a new soet, amd to avoid per-

sseution left Roman protection and fled to the Persinn Court at Seleucin, Iive

b whers they were well received and allowed to settle, Sy
! They gradually grew to be the dominant Christinn community in Persia.
Grent missivnary zeal was displayed and their preschers penetrated as far as
Chinnand Indin. A ssetion of them still remains on the Malsbar Coast of Tndia.

After the Muhammadan conquest the Church gradually declined, until finally
about A.D. 1400, when Tamerlane sacked Baghdad, the remnants of them fled
and gettled in the districts round Mosul. Some accounts say the mountmin
Nestorians are descendunts of Jews from the Captivity who had settled in
these inaccessible mountains and were eonverted to Nestorian doetrines. -

The Patriarch of the Nestorians round Mosul lived at Alkosh and th
Putriarch of the mouutain districts, then called Mar Shimun, lived at Kochau-
nis near Julamerk.

About A.D. 1625 disputes arose between the Patriarch of Alkosh and Mar
Shimun, resulting in a division into two sects, the mountain districts adhering
i to Mar Shimun who was their elected Patriarch.

'I. T'he Mosul sect soon after transferred its allegisnce and adopted tle dootrines
! of the Church of Rome, and the Pope conseorated their Patrinrch as * Patri-
‘], arch of Babyion,” the portion nnder Mar Shimun remaining true to their

former doctrines. The name Mar Shimuy eventually came to Le used as a
hereditary title by successive Patriarche,

In 1873 dissensions arose in the Komish Church at Mosul, chiefly owing
to a Bull of infallibility issued by the Pope. This led to a large portion abjur-
ing the autbority of the Church of Rome altogether and forming a new
sect electing their own Patriarch : these are now under a Mattran (Metropolitan)
ealled Mar Elia Melus, These latter are called New Chaldeans and those still
under the Romish Church Old Chaldeans, while those under Mar Shimun are
usually called Nestorians,
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LII I These names are rather arbittary and not used by the peopla, The name
ity dating from the earliest times and vsed in their official
i Designationk, documents is the * Church of the East” referring to
A& the time when the Church spread over the grenter part of Central Asia. The
el national name, used exclusively by the people and in ordinary letters is
ik « Syrians,” and they consider themselves to be one with the Syrians of West-
na ern Asin. The name * Chaldean ” has come into use in modern times and is
F'."" now generally employed to the Roman Uniats at Mosul in order to distinguish
il them from the Jaoo{itez," to whom the name * Syrian ** is there confined.
i The name “ Nestorians* is usually given to the people by outsiders and is
Flar hardly ever used, except by those who {mre been under European influence. The
i Musalmans use the word * Nasara”’ (Nazarenes), which they give enly to this
Hi people. 1
i ?.{'he name  Nestorian” is retained in this report because it is the name these
people are best known by to English pecple; Assyrian Christians would seem
to be more correct. f
By far the largest portion of the Nestorians inhabit Turkey. In Persia
they only cccupy the flat plains of Urmia and Sulmas, extremely fertile and
o well watered.
¢ s The mountain or Turkish districts are different to this, and intersected in
i all directions by lofty mountain ranges separated by deep narrow valleys.
¥l Here the people may be divided into two classes, the tribal Nestorians or
Ly « Ashiret”” and the Rayah, or non-tribal. The former inhabit the valleys of
o Tiasi, Tkhoma, Baz, Jelu, Diz, Walto, and Tall.
s They are under Muliks or chiefs and rarely leave the vallays where they
gy live. They are more or less undisturbed there by their Musalman neighbours,
; though their flocks are frequently carried off by raiding parties when they are
i obliged to quit their natural fortifications in search of pasture.
[ These Nestorians are wild and savage, and schools among them are practie-
ol ally unknown, Their priests are frequently incapable of reading or writing
wlly and_generally i t of the rudiments of the Christian faith. ~Preaching is
 fed lected ug the ancient rites have become meaningless.
whun i The Rayahs, or non-tribal, Nestorians arein a pitiable condition. Their
ek villages are generally the property of Kurdish chiefs, and they themselves little
U better than slaves. They are taxed up to starvation point; their houses unfit
ol for habitation: men, women and children go about searcely covered from the
Lothae winter’s cold by a few rags, but in spite of this apostacy from Christinnity is-
almost unknown,
wd Ma The interior of their church is a most touching sight ; the old priest elad
dhering in & vestment of the meanest material repeating hesitatingly the prayers thut
have come down from the eradle of Christiauity, the poor villagers pressing
oo forward to kiss a little common wooden crogs, the emblem of our Holy Faith;
A Ralre the monotonous chanting of the congregation conducted in low murmurs as
fo the if they were afraid of being heard outside, all constitute a scene without
dui parallel since the persecution of theearly Christians.
The country inhabited liy the Chaldeans a;:ld Negturrci]nns may be outlined
§ g : taking a line from Sairdt down the Bhotan
oo b U o S along the Tigris to its junction with the
216 great Zab, thence to Rawanduz, Urmia, and through Bashkala back to Sairdt.
rplie Although no distinet line of demareation can be drawn, the plain arourd
e it Mosul and the valley at the foot of the hills at Amadiyeh, Zakho and Jaziral
i may be taken as the Chaldean country, while the Nestorian districts extend -
from Amadiyeh eastward across several ranges of intricate and lofty mountains
VOL, I, T

VA s gk i Sa dmd ) 12 Ga IOR/L/PS/20/144 1aa sal
http://www.qdl.qa/is =V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x0000b9 i i jké s e e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451478.0x0000b9?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

=
@
=
=
=

=
2
=
o
o

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FYTIIAC) B ] ™VAG L (Cpgailly

138
to the Persian frontier, and into the fertile plain country, bordering the west
shores of Lake Urmia,
The following is the ecclesinstical organization among the Nestorians; 1
| | also forming a large part of the geenlar organization :
The head of the ® Church of the East ™ is called both # Putriarch * and
1 o ks “ Catholicos.” He is commonly known as Mar Shi-
| Eeclesinaticalarganiaabion.  py, o writing he nses also his baptismal name. 7
t il Thus the presentPatriavch writes * Reuil Shiman. " *l
| His elected successor isnow a Bishop ealled Mar Aursham, but when he ]
t | becomes Patriarch, he will be called Mar Shimun. -
i The succession is thus managed. Thera is always kept up in the family I
o T I o succession of youths who have never eaten ment
! svik und Hivhos, or married. One of these * Nuzirites,” as they are ?
(! called, is chosen during thelifetimeof the Patriareh .
|| to be the successor, and the others then eat meat, and are disabled feom
| holding the Episcopal office. be
i The prescut  patir karsi * (holder of the seat) of Mar Shimun is a young i
! man of about, twenty-four, and has already been conseerated Bishap some few d’.‘
it 1 ears. A similar arrangement holds good with regard to all the Bishops. No |
i Bishop or Nazirate is allowed to et meat or to marry. :
i Until lntely when it was necessiary to choose n suecessor for the Patrinrchata .
1M the two tribes df Tkhoma and Tisri agreed together, and selected one of the ‘E
H ! Nazirites of the patriarchal family, This has often led to disputes. When
) ; the present Mar Shimun was appointed, one party wished to have another of
ﬂ [ eandidate and tried to have him consecrated at Mosul as rival Patriarch or at ]
b least a Bishop, but by the influence of Mr. Rassam, the British Viee-Consul ]
J there, they were unsnccessful. Now the selection of a successor seems to be ]
mora of a family affuir. i
Mar Shimun exercises temporal as well as spiritaal jurisdiction, es- §
peeially over the tribal or quasi-independent Nestorians of Tiari, Tkhomas,
Jelu, and the other valleys 0‘} Kurdistan. He appoints the “ Maliks* or head- L
men of each district, but these mountaineers by no means understand the B
doetrine of passive obedience, and their independent nature sometimes makes
them resent the wishes of the Patriarch.
' This temporal jurisdiction is to a great extent resognized by the Turks.

' The Turkish Government of late have made a grant to Mar Shimun (aboat o
1 £15 per mensem)in order that they may have a greater hold on him, ku
< In temporal as well as ecclesiastical jurisdiction the Potviarch is nssisted £
| by his Family council, which has alarge voice in managing affairs,

There is now only one Mattran or Metropolitun, namely, that of Shams- of
| [FRE din, who bears the dynastio name of Mar Khnan- o
I ROpeLaN ishu. It is his duty to invest the new Patriarch and ud
i he is second in rank in the Church. Formerly there were others, The last Iy
'l[ Bishop of Urmia was so styled because the Patriarch once lived there.,
The present Mar Khpanishu from the pisty of his character exercises a 1
wide influence over the other Bishops and the Church at large. il
- Next to the Patriarch and the Mattran eome the [
Bisbopu, Bikste: ol
There are at present eight in ?m-key and two in Persia, vis.,—
The Patrisreh Mar 8himun, who resides at Kochannis near Julsmerl
Mar Isane, the Mattran, who lives in Shamsdin.
Mar Johannan of Shamsdin, iny
Mar Sor Ishu of Gavvar, iy
Mar Sergis of Jelu,
‘?
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thy g Mar Tabu of Dari in Berrawi.
Mar Johnan of Olkri near Amadiyeh.
Wiy Mar Auraham Patrinreh Designate. :
. The above are in Turkey. The following are the Persian Bishops :
i ol : Mar Goriel in Urmis.
Yaegi Mar Johnan in Superghan.
e e OF the eight Bishops in Turkey, only six have any diocesan jurisdiction, the
other two being the Patriarch Designate and a Bishop, who lives as a simple
vinh priest near Mosul; while of the six,one bas no junsdiction beyond his own
small village, and thres bave o mere handful of villages under their care,
10 figy On the other hand, the patriarchal diocese is enormous and far too | to .
o be properly supervised by one man, considering the mountainous naturs of the
Sty country. This is mainly owing to the fact that when thersis no suceession to &
Hitr Bishopric, it falls into the Patriareh like a fief.
et Sometimes Mar Shimun gives it to a neighbonring Bishop, and sometimes

he adds it to his own diocese, which thus has a constant tendency to grow.
On the other hand, Bishops are conseerated for districts where there is

sy
ez by little or no need for them, and thus arises a race of Bishops with hardly any
N diooeses to care for.

In Turkey most of the tribal Nestorians are under the rule of the Patriarch
b as Diocesan; the new tribal dioceses being divided very unscientifically and
of the appear to be the subject of constant change.

e In Persia the mountainons district near the frontieris attached to the diocese
saithr of the Mattran, who lives in Turkey ; while in the plain of Urmia proper
¥ aesk there are three dioceses marked out by three rivers following into the lake.
Dinaed Altogether in the Persian plains there are four dioceses now recognized, and

ile each of the Persian Bishops hold two.
The suceession to Bishoprics is manay

ged in a similar manner to that to
the Patviarchats. Each Bishop has one or more

- % .
:wma. o S gk « Nagirites,” whom he has brought up not to
e marry or sat meat, and as they grow up, lie chooses a successor. They are
3k the generally his naphews or cousins. 3
sntakss There are a large number of priests and deacons; several are incapabla
Priiete sl Dioain: of reading or writing, while others have been on
+ Tuts i begging tours through Russia or England, or
|l completed a pilgrimage to Jerusulem, These return with rather too much

knowledge of subjects outside the sphere of their priestly duties. They are
it sometimes ordained very young; often at the age of sixteen.

A deacon has been known fo be ordained at ten years old; and one
of the present Bishops was consecrated when quite n young bay, The

i ;l;: deacon, however, is little more than an scolyte; hs 1s never allowed to baptise
g and only occasionally o preach. The only remuneration of a priest is derived
arch el : - : ¥ p
M from fees given for baptism, marriages, und oceasional offices of the Church,
T Sometimes there is o field or two by way of endowment for the Church;
Ea sometimes the villagers give a very smqu sum to their priest or plough his
fields for him, or in other ways help him. However, with both priests and
" deacons ordination is considered no bar to secular work, and most of them eke
st out a livelihood by a trade or in some other way.

Monasteries are quite in abeyance among the Nestorians. In eommon
parlance, s monk means a celibate, of whom there are o few, p
The most famous of these in modern times was Rabban Yonan, who lived
in a little room attached to the Church at Kochannis, and by his piety and
ascetic life exercised a good influence over the Church.
T2
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A Bishop is called “abuna” or father, priest “kishish” and a deacon hist
“ Shamasha.” ~ Juo
In every village the elders, or whitebeards as they are called, form a sort !
Village Counli. of council, which discneses the temporal nffairs of the 1ot
' y village, and no step of importanee is taken by bishops Aul
’ [ or priests without ealling them together. nl
| s Then, again, the « maliks,” or village chiefs, appointed bt
I by Mar Shimun have a considerable influsnce, 'These
! i i in the mountaing manage the temporal affnirs of a distriet. tot
4 There are one in Diz, one in Baz, two in Jelu, two in Tchob, one in Walto,
: two in Tiari Proper. al
1 Some villages have chiefs named * Raisi” for the same pur i
] These mountain or tribal Nestorians are wild and savage : schools are prae-
: 0 tienlly unknown, and missionaries find them difficult to establish : they hava b
14 good intelligence, but it is undeveloped : they are subject to little discipline, m
I each man being his own mastor,
11 They practise none of the rough arts, except a little smithing and weaving. fa
f | * Theoretically they pay tribute to the Turkish Government, hut have done
'|. ] so very irvegularly and ave usually classed as © Ashiret,” or refusing to pay o
i taxes, : '
|| - They pay taxes in kind, honey, flour, &e., to Mar Shimun, and are s
i sed to pay a poll-tax of 3 piastres each, but this is seldom done.
n i |' qghe liturgy in use in the Nestorian Churches is perhaps the oldest ke
iy ¥ in Christendom—a fact of which they ara justly proud. Baptism, the M
| Holy Communion (Kourbana or offering) and Church Consecration ser-
}r | : vies are administerad in the same manner as in English ¢hurches. And =
: in the midst of all their poverty and ignorance it is astonishing to find
L services o impressive and so devoutly rendered. This is-elmlytheirngighm oat
jewel, and its preservation lends us to the hope that this Church has indeed men
a great future before it. Wit
The churches on the outside arve plain buildings being merely a square ot
stone or brick building, or even only built of mud with a flat roof. No W
cross oppears on the toof to offend the Musalman eye, and the only
sign of Christianity about the outside of the building is a very little cross L]
| over the door, which i¢ devoutly kisssd by those who enter. The only means th
" of entrance is a little dooron the south side, often not more than three feet o
‘ high. These small doors ave sometimes at a considerable height from the gronnd th
i and can only be approached by n ladder. The reason of the smallness of the
! doors is Bi_lidf to be either that all may bow their beads on entering God’s house, fri
| or that Musalmans may not put their cattle into the Church, The latter is pla
probably the true reason.
i The churches are usnally dedicated to Syrian Bishops and Monks, Mart oo
| Miriam (St. Mary) is the commonest of all dedications. OF other dedications i
Mar Girgis (St. Georgs), Mar Shalita, Mar Serghis, Mar Audinhu, Mar o
Sorighu, Mar Mari and Mar Adar may be mentioned.
The Nestorians delight. in pictures of St. Georgs and the Dragon, but no )
pictures, whether of our Saviour or of the Saints, are allowed in the Churehes, "
The fasts and festivals of tihahNHt-ori:ms, like thoss of other Urientﬁ:i &
T 1,  ¢an only be deseribed as prodigious. Those preseri B
e in the books are so long thatguo one, except perhaps
one or two monks, lmep them all. ]
All, however, who wish to be accounted members of the old Church keep ta
the great fast of fifty days (our Lent), the little fast of twenty-five days (our fou
| [}
- |
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fhim Advent), and the three days fast of the Ninevites at theend of the Eastern
January. .
E:f' ﬂ esons also keep the Feast of St. Mary for a fortnight before August
Iy b & 15th. hf:mver, every Wednesday and Friday throughout the year are fasts.
by Aud during these faste there areno exceptional days on which they can eat

Lt meat, and include Sundays as well as week days. Not only is meat forbidden,
iy but all animal gmﬂum of all kinds, such as butter, milk, ezgs and so forth.

=i The principal things eaten during the fasts are haricot beans, plain potatoes,
el treacle, rice cooked in walnut oil, walouts and raisins.
iy As is natural, Eqster is considered the greatest of the festivals, Thl:i
i call it the Great Feast in Urmia in contradistinetion to Christmas, whi
D is the Little Feast. ‘ \ =
i The whole day after the Kowvbana is spent in paying visits, Ineach
tiy house froit and sweetmeats are displayed, of which all are invited to partake,
i, with an nnlimited supply of tea. L
s ‘Algo it 15 to be feared that arrack and strong drinks form a very prominent
ey feature in thess visits.
bure The village festivals are a great feature in Nestorian life. They fall
g on the feast of the Patron Saint of the village Church, and if the Church
is much venerated, people will flock to it from all parts. On these occa-
i oy gions even Musalmans sometimes come and make offerings. ;
‘ They begin with the Kourbana, and after that games and dances will be
it ol kept up all day, ending too often in drunkenness and fights with the
i, th Musalmans.
o & But the abuse does not take “T:iy the nse, and if these festivals were
& dnd somewhat reformed they might be made the servants of religion.
o find The Nestorians are a warm-hearted people, and much good feeling is ealled
it out on these occasions. The dancing is peculiar, but stately and pretty : the
nleed men dance by themselyes and perhaps in the backgronnd women by them-
gelves, A ring is formed with joined hands and with slow step to the musie
sy of a sort a?f ﬁfra II:::nl h:lrum they move round with many gesticulations and
t M waving of handkerehiefs,
o il In their weddings the socinl festivities overshadow to o great extent the
Ia oo religious rite and lust for three or four duys. A great point is made of
¥ T the proosssion of the bride, who is placed on a horse completely veiled and
e et conducted with music, dancing and firiug of pistols from her parents’ roof to
werond the h:idt_!groom’s. >
sl She is conducted the first day to a friend’s house, the seeond day to another

friend’s, and proLably the third day to the Church, where the marrisge

J'shies,

ppor place, after which she s conducted to her busband’s house.

' A's the procession passes the bridegroom is stationed with his friends on a
& Mo roof and has a store of apples by bim, which, after signing himself with the
ol sign of tl‘he ims, he throws among the erowd. 1f he hits the bride it is a sign
b Yt of ug

s B e al in the Hast, if it be a first marriage the bride and bridegroom
o are mere children; and perhaps it is due to their early marriage that the
D women bacome prematurely old and wrinkled. Seeond marriages are allowesd
“rn‘-uah even to priests, who are not restrained from marrying after their Ordination.

! Bishops, however, are never allowed to marry,

i The law of divores is very lax even according to the Canonsof the Church,
B and the practice is even worse. These matters are all decided by the Bishops,
o o whom it is & great temptation to grant divorces for the sake of
vy ¥ .
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Tli¢re is no country in the world so tenacious of old oustoms as Persia and 1
Kurdistan—a remark which apslius equally to the Christinn and Mubammadan Neshi
peoples. Asis natural, the old Christian customs are retained more tenaciously bank

i in the mountaing than in the Urmia plains, 3
1 The people of the latter have had much intercourse with Europe, especially thit
kL during the last fifty years, but, even they cling to theirold customs most rali-
ously.
' ‘ : 5 It perhaps is inevitable in a Musalman country that the women should be
| kapt autirel{[in the backgronnd, although they are in a far better position
i ‘ than their Muhammadan sisters, There is unfortunately liltle of that chiv-
. alrous fecling of men towards women which one finds in Europe.
: Women are the drudges that are ordered about by the men to do the hard
'|T work, earry heavy loads; whose educution matters nothing, and who become
{ prematurely in theirheavy task, In their dress the women to some extent
| 18 follow their Musalman neighbours. Thus, in the mountains where the
| BB Kurdish women weat no veil, the Christian women do not veil themselves
i | either, but in the Upmia plain where the Musalman women completely veil
' themselves from head to foof, the Nestorian women also wear a veil ; th
i} it covers only their mouth, This is part of their headdress, and it is considered
! improper to allow their hair to be seen. For the rest, the Christian women wear "
i redr,’r:nﬂ very picturesque they look, th
1 ’ It is the men, however, who adorn themselves in fine clothes ;and in the

s =g

it
mountains a well-dressed man is 4 magnificent spectacle, withall his embroidery {1
and antique weapons,
i Perhaps the first thing that strikes a Enropean is the way in which every th
h % one lives on the floor. It isonly in the most European houses which have m
; . anything in the way of a reception room. Besi ﬂr']::ﬁi and cushions, beds
' ’ are laid on the floor and in the morning people roll them up, and place them
against the wall, whera they serve as a rest for the back of the guest.
At menl times a cloth (genernlly of some red material) is laid, or eleo a low
table about four inches from the ground, is brouglt in, when all sit round.
The Nestorians are most hospitable and never know but what their meal Ya
muy be shared by a stranger. Hot eakes of bread, almost as thin s a wafer,
are spread on the edges of the cloth and serve as plates: this is the custom in
Persian bonses also,
When all the dishes are brought in and the whole meal on the table
a long grace is said and the guests full to. Knives and forks are known only I
to those who Europeanize. Asa rule people eat with their fingers, taking up
the meat with pieces of the flat bread.
Thus, two persons will dip their hands fogether into the same dish, and it
[ is a mark of friendship to dip o piece of meat or fruit into the dish and give
h it to another, This custom also prevails among the Kurds and Persians, Be-
| fore drinking wine a man will say to a friend or to the company generally “ your
If ] love * or * your health,” and will receive the reply “may 1t be pleasant to you.”
, While the men are eating the women serve or ars oceupied in the background
with domestic occupations. They never sit down with the men, but take their
meals in private afterwards. If there are guests, the sons of the family will not
sit down to table with their father, but will serve the guests and {ake their
meals afterwards,
The language used in both Charches, Chaldean and Nestorian, is Syrise
i : or Chuldean, the books being mostly in ancient Syriae
or Chaldean, 1t differs slightly in various districts,
The language, called near Mosul Fablin, is spoken over a very considerable
tract of country.
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Moy e o
LU The following are the principal districts and the distribution of the
Maty Nestorians in the Kurdish mountains, TheTiari District lies on the right
' bank of the Zab, north-east of Amadiyeh, and consists of several long wvarrow
sy valleys running from the Hartoshi mountains, in asouth-east direction towards
i o, that river. )
Chal snd Tkhoma and Salabakka are on the opposite bank.
il To the north-gastalong the river are Walto, Tal, Lewin and Diz. South-
1 pafy east of these sre Boz and Jeln.
hat g, To the west of Amadiyeh is the Supna valley, the water of swhich fows
towards the Khabur, and the north-west is Berwari valley. Christinn villages
I el are also seattered ulong the foot of the hills in the Khabur valley near Zakho
e and as far as Jazirah, ) ~2nd ) A
e Kwaneh, Aradina and Keni ave the chief villages in the Supun valley.
whe There is a marked contrast ns regards industry, and superior cultivation
el between these and the Kurdish villages, dotted about between them. Shaikh
ll'ﬂrk; Muhammad, 5 Kurd of great reputed sanctity, lives at Bamurni in this valley.
1; the Hais held in much reverence by the people, and has a considerable influence
ol over them.
Ve Thers ate said to ba 16 Christian villages in the Supna valley, some of which
- are Chaldenn. On the plain between Zakho and Jaziral and along the foot of
i the Judhi-Dagh are Feishkhabur, a large village of Old Chaldeans at the
i sanetion of the Khabur and Tigris, Tel Khaban, Wasit, Nahrawan, Girki
thnidey udru, Hassan and Mansuriyals, the last two containing many Protestants,
Between Dergnleh and Shernakh to the north of the Judih-Dagh are
i oy the ruins of several Christian villuges, never rebuilt since Bader Khan Beg’s
it fare massacre in 1843,
bl To the south-rast of Amadiyeh, the only Christian village is Kwaneh.
the In Zebari are only a few families in the Kurdish villages and the ruins of
. several churches.
;;‘*" The district nearest to J nlnmgk !ish))icowitb li{v:ga%aaT{Akus, Beshma-
v gl mash, Chalchi, Orma, Mardis urshi, Suwah,
& g Distuibation of wmowntela N3 “Shimeha, Sukurran, Cherickurria, Thres
L wale of these are in Julamerk. Beyond this to the
bt i south-east is Bas with five villages—Urgabi, Gundei, Shaonthi, Huteta,
Urwantos, with Tui and Anda, which are Kurdish.
Tie e Beyond Baz is Jelw, divided into Greater Julu, with nine villages, and Lesser
o sl Jelu, with seven villages, besides the Kurds.
aking % In Lewin are eight villages—Alkik, Der, Hergil, Nurgussa, Balakan, Khuo-
deki, Govki and Zeranis.
dyaa On the Zab below Diz is Tul, a sort of dependency of Tehob, with six vil-
el g lages—Bedari, Rebett, Bekurk, Talano, Mushkoner and Bakht.
fams, Do Below this, but to the east of the viver, lies Tekod, dived into Tkhoma
dly®ym Lava (higher) and Tkhoma Gawaia (lower), with six Christian villages—Gun-
sty dukhta, Mazra, Tkhoma, Gawnin, Birijai, Gisseh and three Kurdish- Gereresh,
abraol Zawitha and Hashit. _
ake i Below Tal Walto, a dependency of Tiari, with four villages—Nara,
{y will Surta, Gunda and Kaiziana,
ok the Then to the west of the Zab is 7¥ari district, with over twenty villages
and hamlets, the number of families being estimated at 2,500,
i Sy . The principal villages are Ashitha (500 houses) near the head of the valle
i S Lizan (180 to 200 houses) on the nght bank of the Zab, and Zawitha mid-
it way between the two. Balseh, Yedi, Shuta, Yedi Gemam are villages in the
sosinid same valley.
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In Salabakka on the left bank of the Zab there are 150 to 200 houses, and ]
in the district round Gundukhta 800 to 1,000, pand
In Berwari are five or six scattered villages, the chief of which is Duri, e
‘ | There is a small Dominican school in Gundukhta numbering about 40 chil- o
dren and an American Mission School at Marza numbering about 50 children. Ik
I Neither of them accomplish much owing to the general ignorance of the m
s l:'%fl‘nm are American Mission helpers in Lizan, Tkhoma, Mansuriyah i
iile and Hassan near Jazirah, e
(87 Dr. Browne, oneof the Archbishops of Canterbury’s Mission, has lived for 1
i ; the last year st Kochannis with Mar Shimun, and s being thus stationed
q i enabled the Urmia Missionaries to tuke prompt measures to report the intended Car
| masgacre of the Christians by the Kurds in Tiari in September 1888, me
e There are 13 Nestorian villages round Van and a few round Bitlis. o
| | On the south-east side of the Bashkala plain on the left bank of the
| Great Zab are a few isolated Nestorian villages, the principal of which are ol
1 f Autess, Argi, Hanjoulis and Kelago (sec Ronte XII). th
" Also in the high mountain distriets north-west of Lewin and east of Nur- b
i ! | duz are a few seattered Nestorian villages, the principal being Stian, Shab- of
i mannus and Sekunis (see Route XI). e
v In Gavvar there are altogether 12 villages on the plain itself and 48 L
villages on the slopes of tha hills around it, making a total of 60 villages i
E altogether, of which 23 are Nestorinn. m
i | ¥ In Nufcha there are some 20 villages of Nestorians in addition to about 20 ['\’
1 i families seattered among the Kurdish villages numbering in all from 1,800 to |
‘I ( 1,500 souls, This is only a remnant of what it once was, Traces of ruined Ha
! villages and churches show that a dense and revous Christian population .
once dwelt in these mountaing, They are red to great poverty now and beln
suffer much oppression. i
The same remark applies to the Zebari valley at Rezan and Bila Keupri, i
where a few scattered families still exist, the remnants of a large Nestorian A
population, o
In Shamsdin are four large Nestorian villages. Tts people and those i
of the adjoining district of Girdi are chiefly Kurds with but few Christians. o
In the Urmia plain balf the population of the plain is Christian and in-
habit 200 villages ; 100 are either Nestorian or Armenian or a mixture of both, oy
In both Urmia and Salmas Armenians and Nestorians are much mixed L]
1 together, and marringes are not infrequent. In the Baranduz plain are also a L]
: large number of Nestorian, and Armenian districts. i
The safety of the Urmia Christians lies in the divisions of the Musalmans Shi
L into Sunnis and Shishs, feuds among the Kurdish clans, and presence and the

1 influence of Consuls and Missionaries,

/ Although the Christians are not more heavily taxed than ofhers, they il
} ! !wt_nol on a par with the Muosalmans as regards the administration of au
y justice.

The number of Nestorians in Urmia, Tergavvar, Sulduz and Salmas are s

estimated by Mr, Thomson at 22,000, 0f which 2,800 are Armenians and "

624 Papal Chaldeans. W

Indealing with the Nestorian characteristies it must be distinctly remem- By

Charncter of the Nesto. Dered that to judge them by a European standard ipp

viape. _ would produce disappointing results. iy

Their character is & curious mixture of the most glaring defects with very

apparent virtues, the,
3
-
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Among {ha Christians of the Persian plains is an intensa lova of money

D associated with a most open and unstinted hospitality, This absorbing
w4y love of guin induces them to judge the religious merits and teachings of the
[y tivo Missions, onmely the Amarican Presbyterian and the English Church soles

ly from a monetary standpoint, and from the amount of money each spends
on its work,

s Between the two Mission Tetablishments in Urmia the most cordial rela-
Mg tions prevail, and they both work towards attaining the same praiseworthy
result ; and it is much to be regretted that a party spirit of antagonismn scems

H"‘“‘. rising among their respective followors, :
¥ Ml The Nestorinns are great beggars, their priests wandering over Russia, the
t“ Continentil Conntries, India, England, &e., the result of their guins being in

many cases on their return devoted to their private ends rather than the good

H of the community.
& f There is o want of truthfulness and trustworthiness among them—a fault
wlich eommon to all Christiaps living under Mubammadan rule. At the same tima
they have a strong faith, devoted attachment to Holy Seripture nnd a great
ol Sa love for the ordi of their ancient Church without any excessive amount
an, of superstition ; and thongh the people are extremely ignorant they are
most anxiousto learn ; they are only too glad to have schools established among
Faod them. The charaster of the mountain Nestorians, besides, perhaps, retaining the
1 villaps impression of early persecutions, has undoubtedly been affected by their geo-
graphieal position, by the influences of nature and by the vicinity of warlike
shont U wedatory tribes muintaining hostile ereeds and ales from their ignorance they
130 & {lmk more tothe forms and practics of worship than to the proper under-
{ rained standing of the Gospel. -
walition It is diffienlt at a distance to form an idea of the hostility still existing
wud between Christians and Muliammadans.
Perseouted as they have been for centuries it is nof surprising that they
Ryt retilinte on their oppressors in a sangninary spirit whenever they can,
esharian Their hatred is too deep and long endured to subside into mercy and for-
iveness ; and ages of tyranny and intolerance haye driven from their bosoms
A thes ﬁl feelings of pity towurds their bavghty and implacable Muhammadan
s, enemies, e = !
Lmlih The Missionaries by their improved system of education have done much
Tt towards ameliorating the condition of the Nestorian. In addition to edu-
bl cativnal and technical schools in Urmia, they travel constantly among the
e} mountains and are well informed about the true state of the country and
- publie opinion, whils an English Missionary resides at Kochanuis with Mar
Nusins Shimun. They are instrumental in checking abuses and gaining justice for
ol the oppressed,
o The Walis and Pashas fear the reports of any marked abuses which they
" make through our Consuls and endeavour to retaliate by all kinds of petty,
f]m'. ; annovanees as regards passports, &e., to travellers in the conntry,
it £ The Urmin Missionaries in the summer of 1583 koew of an expected
rising and massacre of Christians by the Kurds, and by the prompt action in
Hf“: reporting the first disturbances which broke put at Ashitha in September they
s were enabled to E:uvent a repetition of the horrible massacres of Bader Khan
Beg, A much better state of things would exist if an English eonsul were
1y mo appointed to Julamerk, Thers is now no Esglishman in Mosul snd Van
m e is some distance,
! 0ld Chaldeans.—~The Chaldeans still under the jurisdiction of Rome in
jy il the Mosul plains have a Patriarch, Mar Elia, who bears the title of Patriarch
VoL, L u

BRITISH
Avyan
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of Babylon, and who disputes with Mar Shimun the title to Le considersd the 7
representative of the ancient Patriarchs of the Iast, Also several Bishops thron
! who are each called Maltran or Metropolitan as the representatives of the !
o ancient Metropolitans of Mesopotnmia whose numerons Suffragans have now dhb
) no successors.  They do not new the name “ Abimn™ for Bishop, but apply |
it to « priest who holds some dignity, such as an Archdercon. 18
The prineipal Catholie Monustery and scehool for young priests is at Rabban
Hormzed on the hillside overlooking Alkosh, some 204 miles N.N.W, of i
] | hlrml]l.
| Mar Mattei Monastery is on the Jehal Maklub, some 15 milesto the south- Ba
fﬂ - east of Alkosh. o
Al There is a small Monastery at Mar Girgis, 10 miles NNN.W, of Musul, i
te and ancther at Kashafir on the Jebal Abindly, 10 miles north-east of Simel thi
i on the Znkho road.
! The principal Christian villages vound Mosal along the road to Alkosh
| are—"T'al Ouskof, Batnaia, Talkaif, population 6,000, and Alkosh, population (V]
1l §,000.  In Mosul ate 600 Families of Chaldeans:
These villages eontain the most thriving purt of the Chaldean eommunity, 0
! The houses are well built and tlieir industry and earelul cultivation of tha
| L goil shows a marked contrast to the Yezidi and Shabakh villages alongside
I them.
i ¥ The men supply the sailors for Lyneh’s Tigris steamers. New and Old }-
L] g Chaldeans continue to live together in these villages, There is no resulae n',‘
. ling of demarcation dividing these Chaldeans from the community under ]
i M Qi by
P | ar Sinman.
it | OF icolated communities there are some in Baghdad (500 families). In T
the Supna valley, north-sast of Amadiyeh, some of the villages are Chaldesn "'1
and ome wre under Mar Shimun. !
The Christinn villages in this distriet have batter planted vineyards and
the people are far more industrions than those in the Kurdish villages, In
the rame valley close by each other, quite separate but hearing the same
name, are generally two clusters of honses,—aone for Christinns and the other
fUI' J\{II!“\DIFL'I[["S-
Waest of Amadiyeh near the junction of the Khabur and Tigris are several
Christian villages. 1]
Feishkhabur is a village of 200 houses of Catholic Chaldeans. In Jazi- &
rah are 100 families with a Bishop and four Dominican priests. The other th
villages are Hassan, mostly Protestant, with an American Mission teacher,
Mansuriyah also largely Protestant, Naobrawan, Takian, Girki Buodru, Tal it
i Khabhbin, and Wasit,
0 Maraha, Jivet and Biret are Nestorian villages, In the valley betwesn [
Zokho and Amadiyeh are a faw Chaldean Catholie villages, the total number =
1 in the Khabur valley being given as 15 or 16, i
Round Akra are said to be some Chaldean villages, but the number have
greatly diminished of late years, n
In Zebari remains of several churches were seen, but few families now remain, |
In Mardin are 4,600 Chaldeans.
In Sibna in Persian Kuordistan is an isolated Catholic community under a
Bishop numbering some 40 families. There are other seattered portions in
Baghdad, Kirkuk and Erbil. It was not until 1838 that the Chaldeans were
recognized by the Ports as a separate community, and in that yesar the T
_Prinmta with the aid of the French Embassy obtained a firman acknowledg- m
ing him as Patriarch of the new sect. L
—
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ibond i 5
ul an_u: Their official elations with Government ars, however, still carried om
i through the United Armeninn Patriareh at Constantinople. ;
[N New Chatdeans—This isan isolated Cotholie communion which has seced-
Fietge: ed from Rome and is now under a Mattran, Mar Illia Melus: \

i OF the six Chaldean Churches in Masul (which all Lelonged to Rome in
sl 1873) four sve the property of this Church.

N g Many of the chiof families of Mosul, including Mr, Russam, the English

Vice-Consul, are of this sect.
Tulkaif is now mostly independent. In other villages, Alkosh, Tal Cuskof,

Oty Biitnaia, the churches are inthe hands of the Romans and the inhnl-ituﬂs
du owing to pressure have outwardly conformed. Two monnsteries, Mnr Elia
i ,f"."'l and Mar Michael, have renounced Rome, and twelve Mosul priests are under
it d iyl

the jurisdiction of Mar Elia Melus.

ey A printing press is attached to one of the churches.

b Al A Bishop, Mar Audishu, is under Mar Elia, in charge of a similar separated
o - Chureh on the Malabar const of India.

The total number of Nestorians and Chaldeans of all sects is about 150,000,

e some estimates placing the number at 200,000.
b i i
tlgsh JACOBITES.

This Christian sect owes its mame to Jacobus Baradens, Bishop of

il O
et Rdessa (Urfa), who, in A.D. 45, led away a large scet of the church they
o adhered to the heresy of the one nature and one person of Christ after it had
i been condemned by the Couneil of Chalcedon.
o I . They are now settled prineipally in Jabal Tor, or Tor Abdin, between Mar-
'#n;ilu'nr: din and Jazirah, with some detached portions in Mosul. The Patriarch lives
at Duir Zufferan, 6 miles east of Mardin,
ik There are 11 Bishops st present distributed as follows :
Bk (1) At Mardin, besides the Pateiarch.| (6} Sis in the Jabal Tor.
10 S - {4) Constantinople. 16} Jeruslem,
e e (8) Dinrbelcr, (7) Antioch.
(4) Urla. (8) India
= el There are three others who move from place to placs, and each has from
| 12 to 15 priests and deacons under him. On Jalal Muklub is the Monast.
In I ery of Mar Mattei, where are several cells cuv out of the rock in which
The ot the monks live.
o b Thereare 500 honses of Jacobites in Mosul and several in Mardin, Diarbiekr,
Yolry, T4 Antiveh, Aleppo and Dama-cus,
There are 200 houses in Jernsalem und detaehed portions of the sect in
i bibwen Cairo, Alexandrin and Damivtta. On the Malabar Coast, in Indis, they are
il panie said to number 20,000, Young priests come over here to be educated and
ordained.
L Between Jazirah and Mardin areseveral Jacobite villages and also a colony
round Urfa, Their total numbers are estimated at about 60,000 now, but the
aered community is very much scattered.
P YEZIDIS.
et 4 Yezidis, or Devil Worshippers as thay are sometimes called, are chiefly
ljeant "‘ remarkable for the peculinrity of their religion, which includes theories based
of e on Zoroastrian dootrines mingled with Christian, Musalman and idolatrous
atkpeE traditions,

vl
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' Their origin is rather doubtful, but they are without doubt the remnant of 1
au ancient race inhabiting the country long before the Ottoman conquest, wd
Their own histories say they take their name from Yezid and that under ikt
| him they were settled in large tract of country, of which Rus-el-Ain aud sl
| i Veranshahar were the centre. gret
After Yezid, about the time of the Abbaside Caliphs, came Marwan, in A
! whose time their great prophet Shaikh Adi was alive.  He was eredited with Wl
numerons miravles and supernabural power. He was Patrinrch, or religious ant
i B head of the people at that time. v
| Shaikh Adi wrote a book of ordinanees and rules of life called “ Geloua,” ]
f ) and Shaikh Nasr i3 now looked upon s his lineal descendant.
1 f This 18 kept at Shaikh Adi, and only Shaikh Nasr isallowed to open or read o
ItE out of if.  Auy one else, even turning over the leaves, isliable to instant death. n
Fi e Shailkh Adi's shrine is ““ Lahish” or aboly place.” When a Yezidi enters the
I inner chamber of the shrine on the annual feast dayand covers himself with th
AR the dust near the shrine it absolves him for all sins eommitted. The door of p
i the shrine is first opened Ly Shaikh Nasr dressed in liis full robes holding a o
{i crozier on the top of which is the image of a lamb, 1
Wl The annual festival or pilgrimage to Shaikh Adi lasts about a fortnight ki
i ! %\d ineluded feasting, dancing, &o., each Yezidi bri nging presents to Shaikl
I nsr, g
l There are several small tombs or shrines in the villages of the Yezidi country w
I j remarkable by the curious fluted conical spires. They are white-washed ont- i
i ¥ side and in, After Shaikh Adi the shrine of Shaikh Shamsudin, vear Guru-
mw I pahan, is the most sacred : eertain marks on each toml show its degree of P
Il' (] sanctity. s
| Faist days arve kept on tha lst, 15th and last day of Ramozan. The Tn
;:hiiinv-s are visited once 8 year: presents in kind are brought and feasts wil
! eld. wil
P All prayers by Yezidis are said in the heart and not by the mouth or |
written, and they remdin kneeling with folded arms round the shrines for some ]
time; but nothing is repented, or is any Musalman or Cbristinn supposed to e
be present ab these devotions, ™
In the morning at sunrise they bow and kiss the earth where the sun
first touches ; simllarly nt sunset when it last leaves the earth. Women join in #
all avts of reversnce like the men. w
One portion of the Yezidis believe that Shaikh Adi was one of the seven
L gods who will come to govern the world : most of them believe in Lim asa
! prophet only, Thay have seven grades of priests,
1 Omara—emirs or princes,, to which belong all tracing their descent from
! Shaikh Adi, These are the civil governors of the people.
i Staikis.—~These are judges in religions matters and settle all minor dis-'
utes brought to them, These may be called the scribes of the seet, although
f i ew can write,
/ Falirs.—These teach the dance, performed at the annual fostival at Shaikh
Adi, and take the saered brass emblem made in the shape of & eock, on-its annual
round through the villages,
AMullas teach on religion and religious forms,
Cawals perform all the buyial rites, and chant hymnsat the sacred festiyals.
" Kochuks, —They play the instryments, trampets, &o,, and arrange and sing
songs in praise of Shaikh Adi at festivals,
Pirs are the elders or teachers in each village, both on religious and lay
matters,
| wailie 4
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::W These grades were introduced in Shaikh Adi’s time and on fenst days there
thi 1 are separate dresses for each. They perform their own special work and no
M‘% other. The idol cock, said to be the imnge of Malik Taus, ¥ brought round
hel at all festivals, Kach family or Shaikh lius its own Shijarrat-al-nasib or pedi-
tiemy gree hook. ' ; .
et Thay recognize in various forms most of the carly Bible traditions. And
i iy believe the Barth is ruled by Malik Taus, whom they regard as o fallen angel
s gnd representative of the principle of evil. They recognize that good
Wt men nre under God's special protection while evil men are under that of
iy Malik Taus,
They believe in the eventunl restoration of Malik Taus and think that by
I.:;tm propitiating him now in his fallen capacity they will eventually be partners
. in his restoration.
H il Drunkenness, prostitution, and vice are mere common among them than
ool i their neighbours and this may in a great measure be traced to the idea of pro-
e pitinting the principle of evil : the name of Shaitan, or even any word in Arabie
Hioking or Turkish bearing a resemblance to it, is never mentioned, and it is the duty of
: Yezidi on hearing anyone mentioning Shaitan to either kill him or kill
foruigh himself.
1o S All drinking vesselsand jars are made with a wide neck so that they will nob
' gurgle. The principle of good requires no propitiating ; and Malik Taus is more
i entintey worshipped than God, With the restoration of Malik Taus the Yezidi nation
tehef atle will agnin be restored to power, and Shaikh Adi will revisit the earth.
ot G, They believe in the transmigration of souls; those of good men into other
e ol od men; and those of had men into lower animals, dogs, pigs, &e. This
ﬁ:;ha for only & certsin period, affer which souls are trunslated to heaven.
1o The Yezidis nre not polygamous, but marriage ties are easily broken. II a man’s
[ fhaste wife is barren or commits adultery, he can simply put her away and take
another. Their code of morality is very low.
uth o They have a greater affinity for Christinns than Musalmans; many of
ot w10 them are servants doing field work st Alkoeh and Talkaif for Christians.
puek Yezidis are extremely averse to serving as soldiers under an Ottoman Govern-
ment.
[ e "The following is the petition which they presented against military
w jine gervice about fifteén years ago, setting forth the various remsons why they
could not serve; it also shows many of their curious customs :
he 1.—Our religion enjoins that every Yezidi must see Malik Taus (pea-
plims cock like image) three times a year and worship it.
I1.—Every Yezidi must go to Shaikh Adi once a year generally
oek [ about September 15th to 20th for the fastival there.
111.—At sunrise every morning a Yezidi must kiss the spot where the
i 8 sun’s vaye first strike the ground and must not do so inthe
gl resence of a Christian er Musalman.
- IV.—Each Yezidi has a foster brother whose hand he is bound to kiss
i oS every morning. ¢
o V.—During the Musalman prayers a Yezidi cannot hear the word
L ¢ Shaitan ”” used, as he muost cither kill the person ubtering it
or himself.
dlsink VI—On a Yezidi dying, the pirand his foster brother must be with
= him so as to see that he dies professing the Yezidi faith.
= VIL.—A little of the sacred earth from Shaikh Adi must be eaten every
el morning and must be placed in his grave,
i a4 % VIIIL.—Every Yezidi must keep feast days in his own village,

BRITISH
Avyan
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IX.—A Yezidi, when he goes on a journey and remnins away more Mt
than a yeuar, his wife is forbidden to him and e cun obtain dih
no other on his return. i

X.—Ths front of the Yezidis shirt which is a pecaliar shape must le
sewn up by his foster brother,
XI.—All new elathes should be baptized in Shaikh Adi’s waten
X1L.—No blue colour must be worn on their elothes and no Musalman
razor or comb must touch the hair.
XIIL—No Yezidi can use Musalman cooking vessels or enter the ham-

e

3 mam. ) | |

N XIV.—The meat of the gazells is forbidden, also lsttuce, pumpkins, A
Hill bamias. =

v ! ll This petition was signed by— |

L I | Blailch Huseain, hoad of the Yesidi community living at Badri.

" | Bhuilch Nasr) religious head of the Yezidis living at Hussain. n
Pir Sulsiman, headman of Mamrash, o village between Dohuk and Alkosh. N

Khojuk Kaso of Khaberto, a village two hours south of Tel Eskof, B

Nammo of Mosaran near Bimel, )

Murad of Musa Khun near the juvction of the Zab and Tigris. 1

v Abdo of Sina near Shaikh Adi. - I

Ali of Buknsra on the Erbil road. i

I 4§ Ayub of Hattnen on the Zakho rond. N

k3 Gurgo of Ansifani, one hour west of Shaikh Adi.
Jummo of Bashaikha, at the foot of Jabal Makinh.
Othman of Khanik, three hours north of Mosul on the Tigris. B
Shailkh Hadr of Kasr Yezdin on the Tigris west of Simel. |
Elins of Khowlinba, enst of Alkosh among the hills,

Hiwmin of Beban, three hours enst of Mosal. o
Taher of Khaberto nenr Badel. sl
Bullut of Gurraphan on the Zakho road. o
Hussun of Dakhan, near Tal Onskaf. o
As a result, of this petition they were allowed to eommnte their relicions o
servica on payment of a certuin tax per head.
- Yezidis principally inlnhit the plain distriets east L]
Distribution, of Mosul and the hilly district of Jabul Sinjar to the
west, ™
The largar portion are sedentary, thers are some tents of nomads, who i
winter on the plains nesr Sinjar, and spend the summer on the hills south
and east of Lake Van, m
These were met crossing the bridges at Mosnl and Jazirah; toll heing il
collected from them thers. They pud a tribute also to the Shaikh of the
I Shammar Tai Arabs near Sinjar for right of graziug. They had large
numbers of sheep, gonts and cattle. n
In Sinjar those living in villages number some 20,000, They have T
annual disputes and disturbances with the Turkish authorities, and troops ]
are usnally required to pucify them.,
The district is famous for its figs, which are brought into Mosul. Sinjar
is 28 hours to the west of Mosul. l

Yezidis round Mosul are industrious cultivators irrigating small orchards
and gardens along the streams. They grow also erops of wheat and barley &
on the plain without irrigation, Their villages are dotted all about the
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" e . P .
._-,,;,‘,j Mosul plain from Feishkhabur to the Great Zab. Shaikh Adi, their celebrate
" od shrine, is among the hills, east of Mosul.
Py, Yezidis ave divided into four sects

Shaikh 3
s Ill'l;:nnun }t\“ the Mosul plain.

jil;l._,“_l Hweri.—Nomads going to the distriets round Lake Vun.
Singari in villages round Binjar,
" the b, The distrists round Redwan to the south of Sairdt once contained several
Yezidi villuges ; of these ouly three now remain near Redwan,
tungy, There wre six villages in the Tor Aldin hills, east of Mardin, betwoen it and

Midiyat, with four villages, near Hassan Kaif und theee ronnd Diarbekr.

In Tillis, Erivan and in Georgin are some Yezidis, but not in any greab
numbers. :

Those residing east of Mosul form by far the most peaceable and fourish-
ing portion of them ; Mirza Beg, their eivil and religious head, and Shaikh
Nusr, their ehief priest, live at Budri. Hattara, Gueeapahan, Basheikha and
Badri ore their principal villages,

Alung the south-west slopes of the Dohuk Dagh are some large villages.
The langunge of the Yezidis is Kevmanji.

T'he total number of Yezidis is estimated at about 60,000, They are
favourably disposed towards Christinnity, and Missionaries have made some
converts and hope for more.

KIZILBASH,

This is a weneric name given by the Turks’ fo Shabbakhs, Baghilans or
Begwuns and ‘Forkmans. "

Their religion is closely allied to the Ali Allnhis of Karind in Persin and
many of the Lur tribes farther to the gonth.

Shabbukhs are penceful cultivators whose villages are dotted abont the plain
enst and south of Mosul as far ns the Great Zab, Their religion is to a
cortain extent mysterious, as they profess to like Christian, Mubnmmadan and
Jew nlike. Some of them believe in the inearnation of the Deity in Ali, whils

eiimt obhers state that Aliwas merely a prophet.

They believe also in Hassan Kosh, a mythical personage whom they rever-
ence and look upon as their intercessor in Heaven.

They believe in & millennium of 1,000 years in which they are to be the
ruling nition, and Hasenn Kosh is again to visit the earth. After the millen-
nium the end of the world comes.

They meet together in secret occasionally. A Shaikh or priest at each
meeting gots up to pray and preach. Stories of certain indecent rites perform-
1l ke ed at thess meetings are said to be quite libellous.

T They keep three or four fast days in the yeur,

They do not receive the Koran, keep Ramazan or any of the Muham-
madan fasts, and are much given to drink. There aresaid to be 50 or 60
villages of Shabbakhs snd Bedjwans in the districts south-east of Mosul
especinlly round Akra and Navkur,

Bedjwans hold similar religious views to the Shabbalhs,

There ate large Tarkman villages oo the Tigris near Mar Girgis and dotted
along the east bank of the Tigris.

In Kirkuk, Altun Keupri, Tuz Khurmatu, Kipri, Tasa Khurmatu are
several Turkmans,
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Route No. X.—Mosul to Jazirah-ibn-Omar via Zakho. :
poll
Disvawon, v sxuen, .’tl’-l]
i I Bracms. Houm =NC AN T R:::: Ii';:::r‘h' b
i l marvhing. | Intermoiliste.|  Totsl por boar, i
R i e e —— it
I I Delr (Mar Girgis) 176 o5 b3 34 ol
; ; Gurrapahan wa = 880 205 850 a4 W
i H | < B Zakho e - ] 1100 360 710 ar b
Til i Nahrawan 8:00 195 605 5% b
Il | Jagirab-ibn-Omar 550 195 | 1100 B34
. It
| 16th June—General direction, N. From Mosul, took the post road A
throngh Zakho to Jazirah. 4
Crossed the Tigris hoat bridge at 8-40 pac, and followed a broad road 1
tL R through extensive melon and cucumber beds, .
§ The telegraph, two wires to Baghdad, and two wires to the northward,
LK bifureates at the bridge head. .
‘d Khizir River—After 1 mile forded the Khizir River in preference to
'|| going over a masonry bridge of six arches, now in a bad state of repair. &
& | 1t was built by a French' engineer, but the work was seamped ; the found- o
g ations of the piers are beginning to give way; the sppronches are partially S
I washed away by high floods, and there are sundry boles in the roadway. If &
the approaches were levelled, it is still passable forartillery. A
The bridgs is just below the mound of Koyunjik, where once stood the palace
of Senacherib, and the road skirts a long regular rampart 30 to 40 feet high, e
the remaing of ancient Nineveh, :
At 8 miles the road bifurcates, one track going over the low gravel undu- |
lations towards Talkaif and another which we follow. =
Turning north-west along a small branch of the Tigris, which encloses an
- island covered with low bushes and gardens. Our route follows the line of the
/ new post rond, visible at intervals till Zakho pass is reached. Tt is 16" to 18’

ﬂ wide, with a shallow ditel dug at either side, but only about half a mile of |
| it, near the Khizir bridge, is complete, Portions here and there have been i
I roughly metalled, and along others lie heaps of stones still standing. The -

metalled portions require gravelling and rolling to make them smooth, but i
i all work has ceased now for twoyears, A few eulverts, but no large bridges,
were builf: some of the former, are erumbling away already from seamped o
work.
i Foreed labour was employed and villagers were supposed to work without E"
pay for six hours on either side of their village. For work beyond that distanes |
8 little uncertain pay, issued quarterly, might be obtained. N
Villagers refused work, and fled fiom their villages, ]
The road is never used, paths alongside it being preferred for caravans, :
Theee are broad tracks 15 to 18 feet wide, over gravelly clay soil, erossing s =
series of low undulations. .’]"
Hadiyah—At 35 miles pnss Hadiyah, a ruined village on the river bank, : b
destroyed by high floods, and a modern village of the same name on the low |
heights to the north of the road, y
—
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Mar Girgis—At 5} miles, ab 525 e, tarned aside, a mile from tha
road, and halted in the convent of Mar Girgis (St. George), or Deir, as the
Arabs call it.

1‘::;‘;“ Thure is a strong masonry building on an isolated mound, in which live six
Ly hospitable monks. The upper portion of the walls are loopholed for defence

against Bedouin miders.
|- Thero is a good spring in a ravine close by, but is chokad by dead locusts

il o at prasent. They erowd into the water in thousands as fast as the surface
2 1 can be cleared. Several springs in this district were polluted in the same way.
W Water had to be obtained from o smaller spring a mile off,
LI The Tigris is 24 miles distant, and makes o sharp westerly bend here.  In
Hon the loop are four small Turkman villages surtounded by gardens and a thick
) brake of low bushes.
"Whe monks lere are of the Papnl Chaldeans, the hend priest being an
i Ttalian.
o ol Noon temperatnrs 89° today; and the glare on the bare plain severs,
After midnight, the air became much cooler, and at 4-20 aar temperature
hroad e fell to 629
17th Funa—General direction, N.W. Left the convent at 4-20 a.m,,
voithmel and rejoined broad track nerogs the plain,
B The telsgraph from Mosul to Diarbekr throngh Jazirah (fwo wires on
it wooden poles) follows the gensral direction of the rond.
ford _ The soil of the plain is a ;;r:wel!g' loam, and very fertile ; only a small frac-
e sl tion of it is cultivated ; alihough wheat grows without irrigation. Crops have

purtialy suffared a good deal this year from locusts; and some fighls were seen with

[ nothing but a few hare stalks. A small worm called “Sin* or  Sun™ which
/4 geéts into the grain is said to bave done much damage also.

iR Numerous tracks eross the plain ro nning towards Talkaif.

bk At 12} miles passed throngh Filfil, a small village on n stream with

s Tndian-corn grown in patches along the banks. The water of the strenm is

slightly brackish ; and for drinking, shallow wells are dug in the stream bed,

o
e and the water from which is found quite sweet.

i A good deal of lime is burgt in these villages. The kiln is a small eirenlar .
o ‘:{”}; Yiima buralvg: hut sunk below the ground, with a domed roof per-
i forated with large holes,

&y 'I"'_i Deiristun —At 22} miles pass Deiristun, where onee steod a convent, now
2 {1 a Kurdigh village witha few Yezidis. The beadman bad arough four-wheelsd

e ert, the only one seen in the whole conntryside, which he used for drawing

fiag. n'f stone, for lime bnrning ¢ he used a pair of oxen for dranght.
Elﬂ'_?"-_‘-ll"*' Batak Sn~—At 285 milés crossed the Batak Su, a small stream flowing
s ! west to the Tigris.
s We met hera a party of Delhi Musalmans on a pilgrimage to Mecea ; they
; were going by Jazirah, Mardin, Urfa and Binjik, to Aleppo, from there to
s wifhed Damaseus, and then across the desert to Meeea, begging their way as they
st st went. The farther the round they took to reach Mecea, the surer were they of
finding salvation. .
It was nearly two years since they left Indin. Their diary being ronghly
i 5 monthe in Bosra, 6 in Baghdad, 8% in Karbala, 14 in Nedjef, 1 monthon the
|, e march Mosul to Baghdad, and 1 monthin Mosul.  Most of them knew. Turkish.
l They were happy and contented, full of religivus zeal; and recognized the
fver bk rupes as an old friend,
o ca il Hattara.—A mile up strenm is Hattar, a large village, Passed a caravan
of 500 eamels returning empty from Mosul to Diarbekr.
VOL, L. X
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At 27} miles a deep ravine lies to the left, with some ledges of sandstone, .
The stream turns several mills and flows to join the Batak Su,

| Gurrapafax.—At 284 miles, at 2-30 r.ur. halted in Gurrapalian (1,285,
| al Yezidi village, through which  road led to Dohuk across & level plain

] ( mui«e IX).

The houses in the village have mud walls with sloping roofs of wattle
covered with a thin layer of earth.

Good water from a small stream close by, now nearly dry. Small wells
11 are dug in the stroam bed and water obtained from them.

'. Temperature at 8-50 a.w. 87°% at noon 97°, an hour after sunset 78°, and

. at 480 aar 70° Hot winds blew all the afternoon. The locusts were very

I|' : troublesome, invading everywhere and eating anything, Wheat and barley

q is being threshed now.

I 18th June—Gieneral direotion, N.'W. and N, Leflt villagaat 5-15 a.u,,
I and rejoined main road. The vew road and the telegraph follow the same
) general direction. The latter does not go through Zukho, but strikes across the

il plain to the west, ronnding the end of the Jalal Abiadh near Feishkhabur,

! and following the bank of the Tigriz to Jazirah.

At 5% miles erossed the Doluk River, Howing south-west to the Tigris,
Dohuk bears 68° from here.

Diulep.—1% miles up stream is Dulep, a large Yezidi village, with gardens
and orchards; the same distance down stream is Gireschik, also Yeozidi.

Simer.—AL10} miles cross a small stream, and pussed through seattered
village of Simel, composed of miserable mud huts with sloping thatched roofs.
There are few Zaptiyabs quartered here, and it is o changing station for post
horses,

A small square stone fort partially in ruins stands on a mound on the bank
of the stream,

Patches of wheat and Indian-corn grew round the village, but only
a fraction of the culturable ground is utilized. Locusts still sesn in laree
numbers. Among the rest were a lurge species 4 to 5 inches long, called
“ehikdem " in Ambie. The common locust is called ©deragh,”

The inhabitants of Simel are settled Arabs of the Shammar Tai from the
right bank of the ‘igris.

* Talzait —At 15] miles Talzait, a large village, Iay 2 milesto the left. Theare
was a brick bridge here on the new road, built only two years ago, bub now in
Tuins.

Saveral small villages are dotted about the plain to the west, half Lidden
n ravinrs.

Bashistha—At 10 miles we could see Bashistha Telegraph Office on the
plain, 3 miles to the Jeft, It was pluced thus so as to be equidistant from
Dohuk and Zakho.

The Jabal Abiadh, the foot of which we are now approaching, is an an-
broken rocky wall, extending from Feishkhabur to the Dorgh Pass near
Dohuk., Besides the Zaklio Pass is the Baitas Pass, 10 miles to the south-east
of it, just above the village of Baghian and very diilicult for mules.

This and the Zukho Yass ave the on ly two practicable points to cross the
range between Feishkbabur and Dohuk,

Zakho Pass.—At 274 miles the road led north through the Zakho Pass
(2,150°),a wide gap in the range. Tha ascent is easy,a 107 to 12 track almost
clear of stones. At 20} miles reached the top of the pass (2,6807). The northern
slope of the range is thinly wooded with low oaks and shrubs, It falls away
towards Zukho in aseries of rounded ridges, outliers from the main range;-a

|
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little grass still grew on these slopes, and vineyards clustered round the
villages.
The road keeps winding along the slope by a stream, now and then des-
cending into the bed of it.  The new road is not continued farther than the
f soulhern entrance of the pass. There is no attempt at road making in the pass,
I “but the track could easily be improved into a good cart road, At 36 miles
the valley opened ont, and we entered Zakho, where we halted (1,4007).
Zaxio.—Zakho iz a place of 500 houses, built on a low rocky island about
800 yards long by 400 yards broad, formed by the Khabur River. 1t is con-
nected with the left bank by a good stone bridge of three irregular shaped
arches 90 yords long, with a roadway of 10 feet.
A The northern arm of the Khabur is not bridged ; and is not fordable yet,
' but will be so in a few days.
The eurrent in both branches is rapid, and is still in high water from the
r i melting of the snows. In floods the water is said to rush over the bridge,
and the western end of the island is subject to floods,

I The Khabur riges in Berwari and the mountain districts north of it and is
navigable at certain seasons from here to its junction with the Tigris. Above
Zakho, it is & rapid mountain stream in a narrow rocky bed. Below, it spreads
out info several channels over a shingly bed from 300 to 400 yards broad,

A large raft, on its way to Mosul, left this evening, but grdunded 6
miles down and had to be lightened to get off.
The rafts are a framework of timber supported on 100 or 200 inflated
ehevpskins, like those at Maosul.
A supply of poplars, 30 to 40 feet long, for constructing them is kept on
H the bank above the bridge. :
Two miles apstream from Zakho is another curions masonry bridge with a
i central arch of 40 feet span of a very high pointed shape. 4
1t Las no parapet; the roadway is 15° wide, with a steep ascent and |
descent to the top of the areh over rounded paving stones slippery as glass, e
At the east end of theisland, on a | eliff, isan old Eﬁ.ﬂliih castle, now
used as the residence of the Kaimmakam and quarters far Zaptiyahs consisting
1 of an irregular shaped building with loopholed bastions, about 60 by 40 yards. —
{ The inhabitants of Zakho are mostly Kurds, with a large number of Jews,
" one estimate giving half the inbabitants as Jews.
Coal is found in the Judi Da l}lat. Kumr ]Mndund near the s{lnnll Ch]:istin
vil of Billo, seven hours distant on horseback by a
B < rm.{’;g: difficult track from Zakho. .
1t takes two days to bring it by mule carayan and from here it is put on
rafts and taken down to Bngﬁrlnd
The eoal field is & rich one, and would pay well if properly worked, but at
sresent work has censed, 'This conl was burnt on the Turkish Tigris stesmers, ‘
Lut English coal hos superseded it. It is a bituminous smoky deseription.
1pth June—General direction, W. Leaving the mules at Zakho, I
hired post horses, and started west along the river to Feishkhabur., There is
a good broad track skirting the river on one hand and the foot of a line of
rounded gravelly spur from the Jabal Abiadh on the other. The summit
ridge of the range is composed of vertical sheets of limestone, and is_quite
impassable, These outliers would form an excellent position for redoubts
to defend the Zakho Pass. On the right bank of the river is a plain which
extends for b to 6 miles to the foot of the Judi Dagh.
Ziarat Khalil Aghwar.~At 6 miles passed the Ziarat of Khalil Aghwar
in & large grove of onks,
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This is much venerated by the Kurds and somads who pass this way,
1t was set round with little green and white ags, and inside the low stonas
wall were varions articles, such as black fents, tent matting and poles,
eradles, %e., deposited one by each set of passers-by as 4 sort of offering.

At 9 miles the spurs from the left cease, and the road turns south-west,
leaving the river and nscending the Derebun platenu (see plan).

Three Christian villuges, surrounded by large eroves of sk, luy at the foot
of the ridge, and we crossed several small streams flowing from large springs
pear these villages,

Denesuy Prareav,.—At 147 miles the level of the Direbun platean (1,7807)
was reached.  The ascent is stony, but gradient easy.

This platean is a long flat-topped spur, 1} to 2 miles wide, extending
to the Khabur, which it overlooks in a series of steep bluffs,

At 17§ miles passed the small Yeuidi village of Durebun, The rocky
ridge of the Jabal Abindh terminates now to the left.

The telegraph, Mosul to Jazirah, passes elose by the village,

At the foot of the rock is a spring from which fows u large strenm with s
plentiful supply of good water all the year round. There was a convent onoe
here, but nnLEing is left of it now. The name means convent of the spring.

The stream flows down to the Tigiis at Feishkhubur ina small PV,
and is t¥ilized to turn thres mills.

A long even descent leads from Derebun to Feishkhabur (1,100, 4} miles
farther on,  (Total 211 miles))

I'his live of hills at the foot of the Jalal Aliadh forms an excellant posi-
tion. to command the outlet of the passes from Upper Armenin and the
mountainous country to the northeeast,  Derebun platesy is a sort of nutural
bustion, and the front is covered by the Khabur river. 4

Feirhkhabir —Thisisa village of Papal Chuldesns of 200 h on & knoll
overlooking the left, bank of the Tigris, surrounded by fruit orchards and
gardens in a loop about 2 miles long to the south, irrigated from the river,

Wheat and rice are grown. The cotton erop was destroyed last year Ly
loensts.

The Tigris Aows here in & l.lL'l‘."['l channel 150 to 200 )‘:mln hroad, winding
over a gravelly bed from 500 to 600 yards wide, which 1s entirely covered Ly
floods. The current was from 3 to 4 miles an bourgand the water in the river
was still high from the spring freshets,

On the night bank were a line of steep earth cliffs 100 to 150 fest high,
beyond which rose a series of flat-topped undulutions, extending 4 miles west
of Feishkhabur, These culminate in o low rocky ridge, about 8 miles
loug, forming a sort of continuation of the Jabal Abisdh, though not so high.
Thess heights are too distant to command Derebun platesn,

The country on the right bank looks very bave and withered. No streams U
ot villages could be seen, and the Shammar Tai Arabs were now out raiding on R

l {

i 30 that bank.
' There nsed to be a boat farry here, but it has been removed by the Govern-
)
3

ment in order to foree the nomad tribes, who pasture their focks in winter on
the right bank, to cross af either of the bridges at Mosul or Jazirah, where
olﬂcinﬁ; are posted to collect toll.
Some tribes manage to evade this toll and get across at various other

points. A tribe of nomad Yezidis migrating from Jabal Sinjar to the Hakkiari al
b motntaing were met on the road who had done so.
A1 The weather was fine, but rather hot in the day time; noon temperature

‘ 94°, but the nights were much cooler, Temperature at 5-30 ., was 71°.
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20th June.—(eneral direction, W. and N.W. Left Zakho at 5-30 a.s.
As the northiern arm of the river was seareely yot fordable for loaded mules,
we had to @o up the left bank, eross at the ol bridge there, and return along \

the right bank until opposite the town again.
Mhe road follows the general direction of the river west of Zakho. |
A flat plain, 5 to B miles brond, of rich loamy soil, extends north-west and

north to the foot of the Judi Dagh.
The Judi Daghis a steep wooded range, the first outlier of the lofty moun-

tuins of Bubtan and Hakkiari which lie beyond it. There is o local tradition

that it was the original resting-place of the Ark, and there is a small shrine

at the summit to which an annual pilgrimage is made. i
Hazil River.—At 9% miles reached the left bank of the Hazil river near the !

small village of Dornoch, Thisis the largest tributary of the Khabur, rising

east of Shernskh Dagh, and is u collection of geverul streams from the Halukur |

Dagh, Awrakh Dagly, and the north slopes of the Shostheh Dagh and Dabazir

Dugh (see Route X1.) !
It emerges from o rocky gorge in the Judi Dagh, 4 miles distant, bear- )

ing 30°,

1t flows in several ehannels overa gravelly bed 200 to 300 yards wide,
The principal channel was 80 yards wide and 3 fest deep, with a rapid eurrent,
difficult to »ford. A guide was proeured from Dornoch; otherwise it would .
be impossible to eross.  Ten days ago the mail had to be taken across on a
shin raft,

Along the bank we saw six encampments of about 600 tents of Hajan, Kurds,
on their way for the summer to ths mountaios ab the hend-waters of the
Hazil. The water from the river is ufilized in eanals to irrigate the plain to a
cortuin extent, Passed some large fields of Indian-corn, now about & foot high.

The large Christian villages of the Tal Khabbin and Wasit lie at the foot
of the Judi Dagh, sbout 4 miles to the north-west, Near them are some large
orchards and some cultivation.

Nohrawan.—After 195 miles along a broad easy road over the plain. We
balted ju the small Chyistinn villags of Nahrawin by a smell stream. Indian-
corn, wheat, and batley were the cﬁiuf crops on the plain. —

Fever, ague, and opthalmin were much complained of, and the people
looked poor nnd wretehed. Girki Budru and Takian are two Chiristian villages
in the plain to the south-west.

From hers the higher bluffs of the Derebnn platean Lears 175° ta 180°,

T met Mr. Annesley here, an American Missionary, on his way from Marnin
to Mosul.

21st June—~General direction N.N.W. TLeft Nuhrawan at 4-0 a.x., head-
ing nearly west across the plain. Reach at 34 miles the adge of a low terrace
hordering the Tigris, and the roud dipping into the flat alongside the riverbed,
here about a mile wide (1,130).

The ling of telegraph coming from Derebun rejoined here. Low gravelly
hillskmme down on either bank., The road follows the river bank, an easy
track.

Jam Sharaf—At 5% miles crossed a large stream from the Judi Dagh
to the north-east,

On the right bank of it is a ruined fort called Jam Sharaf on a knoll over-
looking the river. Near it was a small village and some extensive fruit
orchards, with two mills and a fine grove of poplars along the stream,

Beyond the village the road ]emE along the foot of some gravelly cliffs, 60
to 80 feet high, bordering the Tigris,

.
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The river channel now is 150 to 200 yards wide, and the shingly bed, covor-
ed at high floods, is from 400 to 500 yards wide.

On the right bank is a bare undulating country, now quite burnt up, No
streams were noticed coming in on that bank, Close to the bank are a line of
steep gravelly cliffs 150 feet high.

Nardush IRtiver.—At B} miles came upon the valley of the Nardush ]

! river. It rises in the Shernakh Dagh, and emerges from the hills near Shakh sl

8 (ree Route XI). Tt Hows in a gravelly valley 600 to TU0 yards broad, wal
| : entirely filled in flood time. N
' There are several small channels, and we forded one 80 yards wide and 18 T
i inches deep. th ¥

» ; Crossing at the snme fime was a earnvan of 400 camels going empty from T
| Mosul to the copper mines of Arghana Maden near Diarbekr. From there Wik

1] they carry ore to Sakanderun for export, a good paying business they said. gl

The road is a broad track, 12"to 15" wide, following the river flat, bere & to alll
§ mile wide,
At 11§ miles the river formed a large gravelly island, and the track skirts for nle
# mile along the foot of a gravelly eliff overhanging the water. i
Shortly after the river makes a westerly bend of 5 miles round the end of & 1
low ridge in front. Our track leads over the ridge by an easy ascent and down
v a steep winding descent, until at 174 miles we reached the valley of the Tigris
! again (1,230°), and, skirting the river bank at 194 miles, reached Jaziruh. |

E

Y4 s gk i Sa dmd ) 12 Ga IOR/L/PS/20/144 1aa sal
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00000a :dzai il sk 458 o (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FAYIYN ) oY ¥] ™V AG L (gl

! H.m

o,

0t a g
b X JAZIRAH-IBN-OMAR.
lm:: Jnzirab-ibn-Omar, as it is called to distinguish it from Al Jazirah, is built

2l g on n low gravelly island in the Tigris about 700 yards long Ly 500 broad. It
is a town of 1,500 houses, inhabited chiefly by Kurds, with 100 houses of

Midead | New Chaldean Christinns. )

v The Christian quarter is at the cast side of the island. A Bishop nnder

iy the Patriarch Mav Elia of Mosul lives here. :

Pty The town was a frontier postin the Roman times, and the remains of awall

Wibergd built of large blocks of stone, 15 to 20 feet high, breached in many places,

it bkl still exist. At the east side overlooking the river is the serai or Government
th offices where the Kaimmakam lives. It is a Fuined building, once very

kil strongly built, intended as a sort of bridge head, The walls and emtrance

gates wers built in alternate layers of white and black voleanie looking stone,
i giving a curious streaked appearance.
b There is a boat-bridge hers of 16 pontoons of the same shape and size as
; Tm Buat-bridge. those at Masul. Tt was only a week ngo connected up,
s;;:ah.@ the river being in flood previons o thot,
The bridge was not quite long enough, and there remaived some 50 yards
to Le forded on the left bank.

On the right bauk is u eut stone pier built by the Romans. The bridge
is 120 yards long, with a planked roadway 10 fest wide, made of rough
timbers full of holas, There are three spare pontoons used for erossing when
the bridize is swung back, which hold four loaded mules each, Several large
cnravans of camels, numbaring 300 to 500, passed over today.

When they were on the hridge some became frightened, and the whole
started running and nearly earried the Lridge away; while three leaped into
the river, and were hauled out about two miles down. Some would not face
the l:rh?o and had to be swum ncross. One mon had to guide the head
and another the teil, and even then it was 1§ miles down stream befure they
reached the other bank.

L here is a toll bar on the west hank. One merchant was encamped for
three days on the enst bank before he could arcangs the proper nmcunt of tall
{o be paid to the Kaimmakam. The latter wanted 1§ piastres per camel, but
after telegraphing to Mosul and much bargaining they were got over for 1
piastre cach. An arbitrary toll like this must paralyse trade.

The river channel was 150 yards wide at the bridge and from 15 to 20
foot desp. The total width of the bed covered in floods is 400 yards. It
widens to 600 yards lower down.

Pir-a-Bahfit.—1} miles down siream is the remains of an old Roman
bridge called by the Kurds the Pir-n-Balfit.

The channel is 150 yards wide; there were two large avches, the central
pier of which is just visible above water. The spans of these were about
100 feet each.

A smaller arch of 60 feet span on the west bank still remains intact.

The piers are of concrete faced with large blocks of cut stone. On one pier
were eight faces on which were earved tablets representing the sun and twelve
signs of the Zodine,

There is a small bridge across the moat at the west side of the town with 4
spans of various sizes of rongh tree trunks resting on masonry piers with a
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lank roadway 10 feet wide on top. It isin a very tumbled down condition, s
,.l"ho channel round the island is 160 yards wide, and contuins several small Wii!
springs. |
. The houses in Jaziral ave supplied from small wells, and the river water is il
excellent for drinking after it has been Gltered. 1t is comparatively colil from wild
the snows melting, i

Good ice was obtainalble, hronght in by Kurds from the mountains. ille

The bazar was poor and stragiling, erowded with Kurds from the moun- |
tain districts. Bundles of green grass were brought in daily on donkies from {
tha hills to the eastward.  Good fruit is obtainable in autumn from the gardens |
on the river bank down stream, and several vineyards were dotted about the low {
hills gverlooking the town from the west. Some b miles to the south-west
were encamped somo 4,000 tents of Yezidi and Kurd nomuds waiting to eross
the bridge with their eattle on the way to the mountains for the summer.
Most were nomad Yezidis from Jabal Sinjar,

Thwe were also 1,500 tents on the right bank near the bridge and some
500 on this bank that had erossed. Tmmense flocks of sheep and goats and
some herds of catle belonging to thess tribes were seattered in all directions
on the hillsides, °

I went through several of their campa ; they compluined of having to pay |
a large toll ot the bridge. Tt was 44 Stamboul piastres for cach sheep, anid
for one tribe that had 1,000 sheep this amounted to about 40 lirs. A sheep
not above the avernge would bring in 34 krans per annum as the price of
wool, cheese, &e., a ood sheep perhaps § keans, and a bad one perhaps not
3 paras. They spent the summer on the hills south of lake Van and
Vastan, which they hoped to reach in 10 days going fast. An ordinary
caravan would take 15 days to Van. They talk nothing but Kermanjo, or
one or two of the principal men Turkish or Arabic. They had to pay Ferhan
Pasha, the Shaikh of the Shammar Tai Aralis, s regular eontribution for the
right of pastorage. After paying this and the Government toll, they had A\
barely sufficiont left for food.  They sold theic wool on their way through
here. Abont religion they wers very vagne. One tribe said they tere all
Christinns at one time, but professed to be Mubnmmadans now. They wore a
lively, cheery people, and came in numbers to my tent, professing great {riend-
ship and respect for English people. the

The Kircha and Munreschan wera the two largest tribes among thesa %
nomads. |

Large numbers of camsls conld ba colleated here, as every alny a drove of
I.I from 300 to 500 passed by on this wiy from Mosul to Diarbeke.

There was a fores of 200 Zaptiyalis in tents here used chiefly to defend the
district from Arab raids.  They are well monnted on light, wiry Arab horses,
and armed with Martinis and Sniders,

The Shammar Tai under Ferhan Pasha had large riding parties out now,
and threaten Jazirsh.

Mr. Agob or Jacob, a large Armenian merchant from Diarbekr, did
a lurge trade in wool hers. Kurds were engnged all day long bringing
in wool from the districts round. This is the export season for wool,
and large rafts were londing for Baghdad. The wool from the Bohtan
and round Jazirah is particularly soft and fine. Mr. Agol’s voluntary
suhseription towards the war expenses in 1878 are said to have amounted to

|
It
:[ £25,00

Two rafts from Diarbekr passed down today with u tent on each carry-
ing a Turkish official and his family. 4

2,
- Fra

™ s gk i Sa dmd ) 12 Ga IOR/L/PS/20/144 1aa sal
http://www.qdl.qa/is »/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00000C il ki 4ia e ia e !



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

b Oy b O 8 Jladiy Gl S g () 1) Dy (2 e Satif™
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
3aY) 2B 3 1) el LA £ b s Nlasd | Lgda Aaagall 3kl g
(FAYIYVY) [9)+ €] "VAS« cCusailly

161

Kurds came down floating ¢n single skins from the country up stream.
They rest their chests on the skin and steer with their legs,

Mansiriyeh,—Mansuriyeh is o Christian villuge, mostly of Protestants, 4
miles to the north, There and at Hassan a village to the south-east arn pastors
ander the Sairdt American Mission. Several Protestants also live in Azekh, 10
imiles to the west, Jazituh is sunk in a hollow, sufrounded on every side by low
hitlls, and in summer is very hot.

The following observatinns were taken :

21at Juno v 1035 am, Temp. 96° High hot wind feom the west, with
clouds of dust nt intervals.

d ok 0PN 895° Hob winds From sonth-west ; duststorm
in the evening,
2Mrd 4, s B AM: 78
3th e o 100 koL, i i'ffl Minding duststorm from noril-west,
120 noo U
Lopm. . JOI°
Bl B8"  Fower clouds.
J0th e BOas, . @1* High wind and dost since miduight,
120000m 95" Dostatovm very donse.
0., 0P .. "
2rth ., SOpsm . JO7% Dust clearing n little,
R % TR 1]k s ..
28k sy G a4 &0" Light winds, no dust.
PO AN i 4
0 - Tind”™ shaane
80 v 5 10" Siatas K —
80y oz
After midnight the nights were fairly cool. —

Routes from Jazirah.

To Diarbekr.—Thers ste two roads to Diarbekr, one leading direct across
the Tor Abdin Hills throogh  Midiyat and Marcdin (see “ Colonel Dell's

n thes Livkey in dwa™).
The stages are—
o drom Milon,
(1} Azekh Ty, 30
(2) Basebrina ane oy s e s 18
(3) Midigat 25 v s
(4) Khurbut Angue s si we et
{5) Mardin - e - 3 e B
() Khaniki - Sek S PR ]
(7) Dinrbeke o 80
Torar e 100

This is a fairly easy route, very stony, Lut with no high hills to cross.
The alternative road is through Nisibin, making a détour round the south
of the Tor Abdin, .

VOL. L ¥
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The stages are— A
Milow L
| {11 Derinn it T, e fyis i B 1
| ! (2) Nixibin - v o e OO i
! (3) Durs o war . - b B 1
| ! 4 Muardin Fos ase ane e 1B ol
! (5] Khaniki = 9 S
]l l {6y Dinchoke ey e - | lll[
o J making a total distance of 150 miles, or 30 miles longer than the first ronte. |

it This road liss over o series of rolling downs watgred by numerons streams,

and growing fine grass in the spriog, bat burnt up doring the sumuer und

sutnmn,
In spring the mail or * postea " takes the latter route in eonsequence of

=

i ' the good fodder, while in summer and autumn it goss by Midiyat and Mardin. -
Water nlso rather carce then, but there are numerous villages, mostly of i

Jacobite Christians. The Tor Abdin ejuntry is fertile, producing eorn and :

geapes principally. "l

Houde (o Sairidt and Bitlis—This is an important route hoth strategieally M

and commercinlly, being one of the main pusses from (he Mesoputamian plain i

¢! to Brzeram and the Armenian tablelands,
wah Amudiveh by the Zab valley and Bashkala is another route, and

Dinrbekr, Kbarput, nnd the Upper Baphrates valley is another way of
: country Irom hers,  Besides these three there is practically
no other way passal le for troops. I
"I'he stuges on this route are given thus:
Milra. 1m
Fenduk vw e ... Fe er OB
M\ Halak = - va us U Tl
¥ Snindt ave vos - o |
—— Jnvicisur 3 S e wy of £y
Ditlis [ o ees’ 30
e ]
ToTAL DISTANCE e 138

- , = i
Thiz voad is rough and diffenlt even for pack snimals ; it follows the left

bank of the Tigris uniil its junction with the Bohtun Su, and then the valley b

of that stream and its tributaries to Bitlis.

The ascent commences nt the junetion of the two rivers, and continues (]
I to Bitlis, a rough hilly district. B
! From Bitlis it is 45 miles in a direction west-north-west to Mush in the
\ Huphrates valley.
g Another voute to Sairdt lies through Midiyat and Hassan Kaif. Bat '
: from Iossan Kaif to Sairdt are some steep hills. k
i A third route to Sairdt passes through Dergulel, and goes to the eastward
of the Tigris through the Bohtan district, 1t is fonr stages. &
The first staze 15 to Darguleh six hours distant. through the Tang-i-Kasr-
. ghelli through which the Rohsur river joins the Tigris, This pass is & T
1 diflienlt mule track.
The soconid stage was Birkn (eight hours), Besukan being passed en ronte. ]
The third stage is Bamsha Kenpri (eight hours).
The Bakhtia river is followed from Birkn, and several villages are passed ; W
amongst others Awal Serkhutta, Singn, Roslini, Hergul or Bohtan,

oy o L )
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Vi At Barasha is a bridge over the Sudika river. !

The fourth stage is Sairdt, passing through Siddech snd Kiardf

i This routs was said to be very difficult for mules, and only used by foot
[ men.,

Tnformation given in Jazirh about rootes through ibe Hartoshi conntry
a to the north-enst is more thun usuilly anrelinble,  Caravans either take the
& Saivdt roud or the Amadiyeb road from here to Van, A good guide was
procured for the Hartoshi route, who said e knew the eountry, Lut 1 found he
haud never been Leyond Shernakh, Others were found who only know the
first part of the road. Naaono hiad Leen through to Bashlkala,

e Turkish officials in Jazirali did theiv best to prevent my groing this way

to Bashkaln, They vepresentod the rond us extremely difficult, and the country
T ¢ peopled by robbers of singular fereity, who ot certain narrow pusts of the
i Mg roaid Juid wait for the unwary travelles, and erushed him by rolling huge
8, et 4 boulders from above ?
3 1t is 46 houes by raft from bers to Maosul, and rather more when the watae
is lower. 'The rafts trust n goud deal to the foree of the eurrent to earry them
along.
Fuishkhabur is 15 miles distant. Two men came in, having ridden along
the right baok in five hours.

T oo

tratesly
M plar

ooy,

KURDS IN THE HAKKIARI MOUNTAINS.

[netaet) The following are the prineipul Kurdish tribus in the Hakkiari Mouniains
from Jazirah eastward bo the Persian lrontier :

Goli,—1These ate a sedentary tribe occupying 25 villnges in the Judi Dagh,
i immediately north of Zakho, along the bauks of the Hazir.
i They have a very bad reputation. The Christian villages of Wasit and
f Tul Khabbin ave in this country.

Slopi.—This is & sedentary tribo of 22 villages living on the sonth-west =
I slops of the Judi Dagh between the Hazir and Juzimh.

The Christing villiges of Hassan and Nerwan are in this distrier.  Most of \—-_
the highwuy robbery on the road near Jzivah is put down to this tribe.
. Huji Bairam—A sedentary tribs of 13 villages also in (he Kaza of
- Jazirah,

Goi—A small tribe living in the Hazir valley in eight villages. They
have also a bad reputation.
Bokteni,—This is the generie name for a colleetion of tribes numberiog

62 villuges in all, living in the country on the road between Jaziph and
Sairdt and eastwird towards Shattuk. :
Nish il A village was given by my informant as about 80 houses each.
= Shakh—There are a few Kurdish villiges along the north-cast slope aof the
Judi Dagh under the Agha of Shakh. Hubla Divin and Shakh are the three

1 contines

k. B Jargest villages. For detailed description of Shakh (see Route XI).
ot Kiki—These ara o tribe numbering 24 villages, extending along the Teft
{ ¥ bank of the Tigris for some 20 miles north of Mosul. [
o Sliwai—These are u tribe living in the Jabal Abindh south of Zakbo,
Tang:25 They number 25 villsges.
s po ¥t A portionof thesearenomad, or Kochers,” moving for summer pasturags
e (zozan) o the mountains west of Gavvar,
e Doski—These are a tribe living in the district round Dehok and (he northe
west of it, and also in the Supna valley. They number 16 villagis,
i 0 P * A portion of them are nomad, going to Gavvar for zozan.
fak 2
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Sindi.—These live in 15 villages in Tiari to the north-west of Amadiyeh,
They are sedentary.
Mpsnrs—They are n sedentary tribe, ronghly divided into two portions,—
the Geri or lower, and the Jon or upper ; the former being south-east, and

ol the latter enst ond north-east of .-\mu.-ii_\'erh.

il ' Hurtoshi—This is one of the most powerfal of the Kurdish mountain 1
/ I tribes. They are almost all nomnads, 15,000 in number, and having 3,000 tents, !
I They are semi-indepondent, and are under Mubammad Agha of Shernakl, ’
” | | a chiel of considerable inlluence. Wt

: In winter they go to the plains round Mosnl, Jazirah, and Shernakh, whila il
SEL B in summer they pasture their flocks in the bigh mountain ranges between frar
Wirh Bashkaln and Jazirab.  In Nurduz they livein tents all the summer, and force Tuy

I Iy their way into some adjacent Christian village during the winter. d
il i” Herks—These nre another largs nomad tribe, not quite as large as the o
il | Hartoshi, but numbering 10,000 mes or 2,000 tents. wl

In winter they come down to the Tigris plain, and in summer go to and
Shamsdin, Nuteha, and Girdi, travelling by way of Rezan. wh
Ocensionally they wander over the Persinn frontier into Mergavvar and ey
Tergavvar, They are noted robibers, and bave a very bad reputation. There
are some Herki villages in Shamsdin and Nuteha. =
it Zoburi —These number 14 villages dotted about the hills, east of Akra and )
in the Zab valley towards Amadia. hey are all sedentary. i
] i .‘! Nerios—'1 tribe Tives iu Tii' villagres northward of the Zab \'ﬂlle}‘ near wl
Ruzan, and in the Shirwan district eastwird towards Rawandusz,
Oramar~"This tribe lives in 22 villuges in Shamsdin to the eastward of =1
the Nerwi country. ol
There are some living along the frontier and some in Persia itselE
The celebrated Shaikh Obeidulla, who raised a rebellion in 1880, belonged e
to this tribe. e lived at Neri, the principsl Ommar village, fin
ftekani,—This is & small tribe living in eight villages in the mountuins, N
east of Amadiyeh and north-west of the Nerwi country.
Piwiawied,—his tribe Bve sonth-enst of the Chal District in the Nestorian 1]
mounteins, They are partly nomad and partly sedentary. W
In summer the Kurdish nomads move to the hills by easy stages, pastur- £
F ing their flocks as they go. They ascend as the snows recede, nnd in two or
three months reach the elevated pastuve lands, or © zozans,” where they i
spend the summer, and where the best grass grows closest to the suowdrifts, %
B
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M otfigg.
Y ¢
s EURDISTAN.
o :
rz:,huz: Kurdistan is o convenient geographical uxpression for the eountry inhubited
1] Sl by the Kurds. ) ; 1

¥ The name 35 not used in the country in this genoral sense, nor, indead,
lirmakt, o would it be techuically covrect ; for onlyin a very small portion of this region
125 bitee is the populution exelusively Kurdish, A line traced ' feom Kars to Erzerum,
!l:n.[-, from thenee to the Dersim Mountains at the junotinn of the Lyo arms of the

’ Euplirates near Khavput; then tonching Dinrbeke and Following the conrse
of the Tigris tojoin l{u_- cuter line of hills ealled the Jabal Hamein would eir-

gy cnmscrilie Lo the west the limit of Kurdistan. Hers the Knndish elament
PRt comes in contact with Turkmoan and Arsb trihes mees, while to the north-west
" and west the Kurd comes fnce to face with Osmanli and Armeninn pensants,
ol while to the south the Kuvdish hills abut on the wide plains over w hich the
b TI': varions Bedouin triles are wont 1o wander. . - .
. - The northern portion of Knrdistan fo pmaed in ancient meography the east-
i ern part of the kingdom of Armenia, and is vow ineluded in the modern prov-
b ince of Murkish Armenis; bub the muss of the Mussalman population is a
spurious clement of Kurds who pretend they havesome claim to eall them-
ey selves Torks.

1 The limits of Kurdistan to the south are delinented by the Julal Hamrin,
e which borders the Baghdad plain, and a line from Kifri to the Manislit Kuh
and north-east to Karmanshah, This abuts on the frontier of Lnristan.

i Tl mountain ranses running north and south, forming ihe frontier ba-
| belmgsd tween Turkey and Persia, has been veckoned ae the enstern limit of Kurdis-
tan j but this is not exact, as many Kurdish tribes are settledin West Persia
IR, be}'ulld it
; A district, of which the chiof town is Sihnna, is known as Persian 7
Nestorn Kordistan, while round Zohab, Suj Bulak, Sukiz, Ushnn, and Maku the popu-
lation is exciusively Kudish, = The total area of the country thus enclosed \""'—
o, e is about 50,000 gquare miles,
wintma OF the population, sspecially the nomad portion, it is extroemely diffienlt to
whame ty form an scousate estimate, but at £0 to the square mile, which is a fair aver- —
i age, the total aumbers of the Knvdish popnlation would be 1,500,000,

Attempts have heen made to elaseify this Kuedish population as solentary
and nomad, nnd to distingnish between tribal and non-tribal communities; but
all snch divisions are arbitrary, and ought not to be admitted in n statistical
account,

The original organization of the Kurds was tribal, and the prevailiog habits
have been nomadic and pastoral,

Tn reality the distinetion between Tiving in villages as eultivators and living
in fents ns shepherds mainly depends on the localities where the tribes happen
to e established.

1'he tribesmen, whose natural instinets lead them to migrate between
summer and winter quarters, hecome sodentary only when obstacles either
political or geographical are pluced in the way of their movemente.

Tribal Kurds who settle m villages very soon lose their distinetive name,
and mix with the peasantry of the neighbourhood.

1t may be added that in respect to the relative importance of the two
classes, the sedentary Kurds greatly outnomber the nomads, but that they are

Y . .
" s e e Sa dmd ) il G IOR/ILIPS/20/144 g 5dl
http://www.qdl.qa/t: ~J/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x000011 s il Ll &S e (o 2!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x000011?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FYYIYAV) Y V] IAS L (epsailly

166

not so wealthy, nor so independent, nor do they stand nearly so Kigh in popn- The

lar estimation,
The Kurds generally bear a very indilferent reputation—i worse repittation, :
perhaps, than they really deserve.  Being alivus to the et
Shimole: Turksin language and 1o the Persians io religion, they s
are everywhere treated with mistrust, and live as it were in a stibe of chronie buld
warfure with the Government, Il,
The Turkish officinls treat the Kurds as boorish and ignoraiit, and quite a Shia
lower scals of humanity. wd|
foth the tribal iomads and the sedentary Kurds are taxed in the most ity
inequitable and extortionate manner,—the former on the shesp nnd cattle; and A
the latter on their lands and goods,—and are looked upon ne fuir game to satis- tribt
fy the mpacity of Knimmakams and the lower grades of Turkish officials, who
These officinls are constantly changed from one place to another. Conse- i
quently they thivk nothing about instifuting any improvlement in the condi- oft

tion of the country or the people, but rather of how quick ly they can fill their '
@

pockete with money extracted from ernshed and miserable villagers, or when s

they can colluct sutficient money cither tobuy themalves into a higher place,

or retive and spenid the remainder of their days in n life of eage and Jusury. L]
Some 30 or 40 years ago almost the whole of Kurdistan wns ruled by

Kurdish Begs, who only acknowledged a general suzerninty of the Ottoman il

Government. Little by little the power of these Bews hug beea undermined and The

destroyed, and replaced in almost every instance by the ordinary routine of ]

Turkizh officin’dom.

Ihe principil exception is the semi-independent district on the Hakkiar d
Mountains oceupied by the Hartoshi Kurds under Mubammad Agha of Shat- Uste
pakh (Route X1},

i
The rule of the once powerfal Begs of Julamerk, Bashkala, Rawnndug, E kani

Ives

and Sulaimaninh has now entirely passed away, and the comparative ease with ftum
which the Turks deal with any rising nmong the Kurds is dus to their Ll
taking advantage of internecine quarrcls between tribos and iability to ne
combing togothar in suffivient numbers from jealousy of their leaders and that
factions among their followers. iy
I The Kurds are very ignorant snd consequently Ligoted, and their religions il
’ animosity isheightened by constant quarrels with the lurge Christian popti- i
—1 lation who live among them.
| To elevate these at the expense of the Musalman, or to form an antonomous T
i_’ Christian provinea to the exclusion of the Kurds, would be the sure means of fuk
i rousing the Kurds to form such a lengue as no mere political aim of their ]
| 1l leaders would excite, the
] ’1 Thus the question of emancipating the Christian population or conntenang-
ing the aims of the Armenian psople as “a nation rightly struggling to be Wl
i free ™ has to be very cautiously approached. ond
iniR’ The constant drain of Turkish tule on Kurdistan and Russian intrigne Wi
1 threatens to bring this question forward for solution. fin
The experience guined in dealing in India with portions of the community et
hostile fo each other as regards religion could be utilised here, and Kurd and aly
Christian indaeed to live in harmony under a st rong and just Government,
it E The Kurds themselves have very friendly foslings towards English people. bl
'[ i : The educated people thut T met had & strong sense of the justice and firmness L

of English role and the manner in which the Mussalman population of India
is treated.  Questions were always asked on this subject. To win over this
fine race of soldiers to our side may be necessary at some future time. ailj
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The religion of the Kurds furnishes a carions sabject for enquiry. The

s great body of them in Persia as well as Turkey arve

Rellgion: Sunnis of the Shafei seet ; but in the recesses of the
Persim to the north and of Zagros to the south, there are larze balf-pagan

bt communities, who are ealled indifferently Al Allali and Kizilbash, and who
e hold tenets of some abscurily.

Nl In Central Kurdistun and in Persia, where they come in contact with the

TR Shinhs, the Kurds are most bigoted Snnnis, and hold strietly to the Koran

Uinihy o and the teachings of Mubammad. Mosques are, however, seldom scen in theie

o villnges. :

bl el j wrdish Shaikhs—The Kurds have among them, generally one fo each

flbe  gribe, » Shaikh or rligious head. They are diffevent to the Aral Shaikhs,

""_J'lh"‘"' who are the eivil and religions heod as well.

soe. G Shaikh Mubammad of Begil and the Shaikh of Bumarni are instances

'"‘h'f"7= of these,

an fil e They arve learned in religions matters, and settle religious disputes, and

£, 0 by small differences among the tribes.

bighes e The Turks endeavour to keep all political influence out of their hands, but

ul ey, do not in ull eases suceed.

o raled & Ihey are ricl and inlluential, and revered and looked vp to by the tribes-

the i men, and may be said to take the place of the old Begs to a eerlain extent,
lrrmined i Their authority is acknowledged on all religious points.  Shaiich Obeidullah of

T roubise Oramuar had sufficient influence to rise the rebellion in 1850,  His son now

lives at Neri in Nutcha.

b Hakor As soldiers the Kurds have been of very littls assistance at any time to the
i of S Ottoman Government,

Thay can seareely be considered loyal to the Turkish rule, which they have

L, lenrnod to dotest, At the commencement of the war of 1573, they held aloof
e with from juining in the war against Russin, and suomed to dusire to remain neutral.

1 thane When the tide of war sesmed turning sguinst the Russians, they joined
lility ta in considerable numbers; but, judging from the frightful excesses and looting: i
aers and that went on at Dayazid, they did so more with a desire to share the plunder \""-

of victory rather thin face the enemy.  This may have heen due to their leaders

sir relizim and baving no heart in the Turkish cause ; becanse the Kurds have natually

it e some of the best charnceieristics of a soldier. —
i The strategie importance of the district of Central Kurdistan rendars it

e — very important to know what action the swarms of Kurdish horsemen would
I take. Properly led, pid, and organized by English ollicers, and their naturl

sins of he spirit and love of fighting roused in a good cause, they would perhaps equal

the Cossaek.

p—— Used for mm.in;:_uml for light eavalry ||.‘f:'l‘k, they arve invaluable ; and from
pelng ik what was seen of the independent Haklkinri tribes, they are almolutely obedient
s and tenined to the will of their chisf if they know him to be just and firm.

ot With the Turkish army the great want of cavalry is a serions defect ; the
o= scouting for Mukhtar Pasha’s army in Armenia in the 1878-7 campaign was

- entirely done by & small foree of Kurds andl Cireassiang ; but, owing to the
'h"“]? i absence of any pay or sufficient food, they daserted before the close of the war.
.““d "l_L Their scouting work and information about the enemy was always valu-
i abile, but on the other hand they were a terror to peaceable villagers, and looted
fngleb e whenever they had a chance.

il “T A foree of Arab Bedouin eavalry raised rcund Urfa also did very good work.
Isioa 447 The Turkish Kurds are found in almost every possible stage from thorough
"'3,:' & subjection to the Government (as in the villages round Diarbekr and Erzernm)
e
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up to the semi-independent tribes of Haikkiari and Dersim, who only pay 'n_rﬂm
taxres when the Turkish tronps oceupy their country, and only on rare oceasions witht
supply soldiers, either regular or irregular, to the Government. Ti

Ihe nomad tribes are tused at so much esuch head of sheep and cattle when 1l
they erpss the Tigris to go to the hills, mng

‘A great number of Kurds are srmed with Martini Peabody or Win. tlh!'"
chestor repeating rilles setved out, but not returned after the war of 1878, uw
The mountain tribes ave still armed with old Bintlocks, pid

The spear ns a weapon has entirely given way to the rifle, and is seldom =
seen.  The Kurds are fair shots, usually firing from horseback, but are not e
sneh marksmen as the Bakhtinei Lurs, Ufl

A corved scimitar with a silver hilt and mountings slung close under Cha
the left arm, and o long dagger in the belt, complete the Kurdish watrior's ol
equipmeant.

Powider and bullets nre manufactured in the Hakkiari Mountains from the R
galphur und lend mines there,

T'he qualities which distingaish the Kurdish cavaley are great agility and
supplundss, together with great power of enduring ardships and futigue,

Thie ouly evolution they know is skivmishing, the attack being made in -
disorderly musses. In the beginning of an aetion they endeavour to extend
themselves in a line in order to avoid bwing outflanked; Lut this line is so
irregrulur that in some parts it is only a single rank, while in others it is three,
four, or even ten diep.  They do not employ & second line,

'|']J-_\' know, |mw;‘vr-1‘, the Wiy of --tnp!oyiug reserves, In ‘mnrehing order

they go just as they please without any regulurity, . Sk
When marching or encamped, they know well how fo guard themselves et
acainst surprise.  Few soouts and vedeltss can reconnoitre the ground so fers
thoronghly as the Kurds are capable of doing. Tuil
The Kards have no particular breed of horses, but obtain an extremaly ;
ngeful animal, a oross betwhen the heavy and large boned Turkmun horse Pl
and light wiry Avabs from the Tigris plain, B
I their nonual migrations to the plains they either steal or buy a con- Sl
sideralle number of Arabs. V]
| Mules arve bred in considerable nombers in Hakkiari, These and small black o
| ! oxen are chiefly used as beasts of burden, horses being only ussd for riding. "
H Lducation among the Kurds isat a very low ebl,  The chisfs have one iy
! or two wrilers- a8 n rule, and are alle to read and write their language. K
q Kermanji is oot written. Arabic and Turkish with o litile Pessian are the iy
written |angusges.
| K The language of the Kurds is known generally as Kermanji, containing —_s
! L1 a great number of dinlects and words from the Persian and Ambic. 1
kR | The Kurds round Sulaimaninb, for instance, speak a different dialect, and (hl
1 would not be understoad by those in Hakkiari or Dersim. o
| S L The Kurdish men ave of fine physique, but are slow in their movements. !
| They are tall, handsome, strongly built men as a rule, but with a sullen savage- T
looking cast of countenance, and with a certain fondness for military display B
and gorgeous dresses. tha”
A dark complexion with piereing black eyes and black hairis usually seen,
i but light hair and blue eyes are not uncommon, W
" Their fierce, haughty expression distinguishes them casily from their : ]
L Christian neighbour. ﬁ"‘
The women seem more intelligent than the Turkish women, E:lnps owing r’ b
to thair greater liberty., They do not veil, except in chief’s fawmilies ; they pray |
1
|
-
' ! b\
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¥ oy { . .
“’"::li: in publie, n!ul juka pavt in the general conversation and falk to strangers
1 without hesitation. L
il They are good looking ; and many harems ave supplied from Haklkiari, -
. I'he Kurds are poor enltivators and prefer mountain districts, where they
oy 3 ean gt pasturage for their flocks as well.  Only enongh grain is produced for
W their absolute wants. Indeed they have no incentive to cultivate any more, na
ol it wonld only mean inereased taxes with no means of exporting or selling the
e profuce. !
ln.“ﬂ"'h"“- The Kurdish mountains are a barren or rather an undeveloped country,
» Uk where cultivated fields or gardens are only to be found in the proximity
| of afew towns ;and pasturage isconsequently the chief resource of the country.
1 B0 Chesse, butter, honey, and sour curdled milk called ** yaurt ' are their chief
fsh wagag food.
i o Route No. XI.—Jazirah-ibn-Omar to Bashkala through the
sl Hartoshi Mountains.
ity w
and [;':,_ 290k June to 12tk July.
n}: Iﬂl-il i = : — T = = e T s e
11 ekl | | Dnerixen, i Wi,
lite & HranEal Howurs marching. | | . Ratn per dlom fo
§ it i dhaw i Intormsidiste. | Total, B $t= Eoke,
_ |
ching eodat : T P | [ T i I
' Shakh 40 115 115 248
{haselres Chomishum Siki ... 425 195 25 293
pmiad 55 Shiernakh 400 12| 37 3:00 5
e . Keni Maliwesik e G056 I.D | ?ﬁ 285 —
iy iy Dustnsar o o 675 20 i 2406 K
Maidan Jashnal il 533 15 01 280
Shiv Shialail | 460 11 02 | 230 N—
Klisbi ¢ = 675 10 121 261
Nalak Khurreh *00 11 132 275
bt Merwanen o - 741 22 154 297
 hingrusge Khurkhurent ek 506 17 171 300
sl a9 Baxhknla 958 an 201 305
, containies 30th June.—Gensral direction W. and S W. Left the Jazirah bridge
ki (1,1207) at 5-45 A, und started by a broad gravelly path over an undulating
ek, W% eountry cut up by séveral small ravines.
Conglomerate rock appears heve and there, and severul small springs weres
o passed in the ravine, Thess ravines run south-east towards the Tigris,

il g AL 5} miles pass a cluster of huts ealled Seraun (1,090°). Alout 14 miles
[iary bl to the north-east is a roeky ridee with a rounded summit which runs east to
the Judi Dagh, and north-west along the lelt bank of the Tigris,
sl = A road leads direct to Shernakh over this ridge avoiding the Glielli pass,

__ which we take. It looks a rocky difficult track, but is generally nsed by the
7. from $8 nomads in their anuual migeations,  We turned east, skirting the foot of the
| hill, the range about 1 mile from it ; crossing the summit (2,3007) of a
! rounded bare outlier from it, and descending towards the Nurdush,
s T VOL. I, z
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We mat hiare saveral small caravans of donkeys ecarrying firewood ints
Jazirah.

Thetn wern a fow groves of oaks and stray hawthorn trees, and the stropms
were lined with oleanders, myrtle, and low shrubs.

Nupiduch River.—At 8% miles again reached the valley of the Nurdush
vivar (1,4307 previonsly crossed betwesn Nahmawan and Jazienh. Tt here
wmerges from u rocky gorge to the north, at the mouth of which Shakh is
situpted,  Cross the stream on a stone bridge of an arch of 0 feet span,
and turned north-east up the valley towards Shakh.

Hubla—8ome % miles further along the range on a® bearing of 171°
is Hubla, n Kurdish village,at the mouth of & smaller gorge, theouel which o
stream flows to join the Nurdush, It is a village of about 150 houses in
large grove of fruit trees and orchard, On the slope of the rocky hill
between the [Hubla valley and Shukh were extensive ruins and the line of an
old wall with towers at intervals.

From the bridge wa turned up the left bank of the stream, following a
narrow track among small cultivated terraces and gardens, irrigated by smail
streams from the hillside above,

Iu the gardens were almond, fig, walnut, mnlberry, olives, vines and
pomagranates, und somelarge ash trees, The walnut and mulberry trees warn
especinlly large, and the path in plaves was choked with trailing vines and
briar roses.

These terrnces grew, besides froit trees, wheat, Indian-corn, tobaceo,
melons, bean, bamia, hadinjam, and cotton on the higher slopes.

Few scenes could be prettier than this winding path throneh lrge lanfy
trees, hedgerows of roses, myrtle and pomegranate, with vines twining over head.

On the opposite bank of the Nurdush is a bare rocky eliff 1,600 fest high
dipping sheer into the water.

Suaxn.—At 11} miles at the top of the incline (1,607 reach Shakh, a
place of 250 houses, on the end of a rocky spur ending in a chiff overhanging
the Nurdush, 400 feot below.

A large stream from the north flows throngh the village, and is nsed for
irrigating the térraces on the slope below. Figs and mulberries were just
ripe and grapes becoming swret.

The inhabitauts are Hartoshi Kuords, among whom were 30 Nestorian
Christinn housss with a priest.

There was also n Protestant pastor eduested at the American Mission
School at Sairdt, who also visits the Christian villages Mansuriah and Hassan
in the plain. His wife and family live here. )

Muhammad Beg, the Shaikh or * Agha of this village, iz the eldest of
fonr brothers, nephews of Muhammad Agha of Shernakh, the Hartoshi chief,
and when he goes 1ato the plain he always has a following of 100 men about
him. He is a young man, very quiot and reserved ; and shooting ibex is his
principal amusement. o is ab present at variance with his unele in Shernakh,
this man being more in Torkish hands.  No one sits in the Agha’s presence
until he hasdone so. and while eating no one is permitted to touch anything
after the Agha has finished.
| Tribul organisation and vespeet for their headmen is kept up far mors
S or o+1g these mountain Kords than those in the plains who have become

" “yayah,’” They looked upon the English as the future possessors of the
it eountry when Tarkish rule hud been swept away.

Muhammad Beg, Bader Klian Pasha, Zula Beg, and Futha Beg are the
Aghu's four brothers, the lust being a boy of about 10,
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Bader Khan Beg, the Derguleh chicf, celebrated for his massnore of the
Nestorian Christiuns in 1542, was their grandfather, They were found most
hospitable and friendly. |

'he vallay above the village runs up 25° with a lmgr stream flowing from
a rocky busin topped with cliffs, and joins the Nurdush below the village.

e spronm bank for 3 miles above the village is lined with gardens of
almond, fig, walnat, sycamore, ash, and several low shrubs, ‘

The valley is 200 yards broad for abont a mile, and then opens ont.  The
vemains of strong masonry wall still remained which hud besu drawn across
the valley.

Shuk}l; i5 most interesting from an archwolugion] point of view, and would
take a long time to thoroughly explire,

1 notived several rock eut chambers, one of them measured 15 fest by 20
feet by 10 foet high. It had a door and window, and evidently was used us
a dwelling house.

There were some large inscriptions and carving on the eliff further up, .

There was bigh up the hillside a large council chamber algo eut in the
rock 60 feet in depth und 30 feet broad, the entrance heing n well turned
urch some 40 feet - high, Towards Hubla the line of the walls and some
tuwers still remain, and the place must have been poce a large furtress,

Traditions relating to the ancient vity are numerons among, the villagers
and one suys there were seven distinet walls encireling the town, und Camsar's
daughter had a summer palace here. A gatewny into the village passes
through s portion of the old Roman wall, and other portions are visiblé down
the valley. Of the Romaus it muy be siid © Si mouumentum guaeris, cire
cumspice.”

This is most prnlmblly {he site of the Roman frontier fortress of Bexabde -
supposed to be at Jazitah or Finik.* ;

‘A kind of wild silk ealled “ gez”" is procursd in some quantities here, tha K—-—
cogoons being gathered from the trees. A very strong silk cloth is spun from
it and used by the Kurds.

Fever is prevalent here now. Weather was rather eooler here under the S——
trees than at Jazirah; temperature 85° at noun ; flies and mosquiloes very
froublesome. Snow is suid to lie 2 feet deep here in winter, but this is rather
exaggorated.

15t July.—General direction N.E.and B, Left Shakh (1,900°) ut
5-0 A, and started north-west up the valley of the Nurdush, following at
first a + feet ledge in the hillside, obstructed in places by jutting boulders and
low oliffs. The river below is a rushing torrént in a narrow bed among cuor-
mous boulders.

Gulijuna.—At 1} miles pass a few huts at the month of a small gorge
(1,0007) called Gulijuna. Some large chambers and on the opposite bank of

e e - "%l.l N

ARG IOMELL,

?‘\ the viver the remains of a large agueduct are cut in the solid rock.

B The valley is 200 yards wide at the bottom. On the left bank some

it enormous cliffs of verticnl sheets of rock t00 feet to 1,000 feet perpendicular.

f"i Oha: the right Lank is a very steep slope with rock jutting out here and
there.

=% Pir-i-Ghelli—At 2} miles crossed the river by & small masonry bridge

{1,9107), and zigzaged up a rongh difficalt track in the ¢liff for about 200 yarils,
stmgglfng up a 2 feet track on the edge of the cliff. 1f the bridge were de-
stroyed, it would be impossible to get baggage animals through heve.
# e Rawlinwon's Seventh Monarchy, pages 184187, for the siege of Beaulide by the Persinon,
in which a boy of Kurdish archiers pliyed » prowinent part in the defutiee.
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In flood time the water washes completely over the fop of the bridge,
This would mean a rive of about S5 feet, which would be duite possible
in floods in such a narrow gorge,

After 3] miles the valloy bends sharply to the north, and the road becomes
a fuirly engy track by the right bank, through a thicket of low sheabs and
some good oak, sycnmore, and ash trees. A foot téack leads over i hill to
the left to join the track from Seran,

Kala Baginuk on the bills to the left und Kala Kelbuk to the right are
the remains of two old Roman forts, pliced hexe to bar the passage down the

LN

The valley narrows to 80 or 40 yards, with staep cliffs on either side, the
road being a narrow ledge, very elippery and difficult, round some spurs which
dut out here.  Tho rivar is a ripid torrent,

Tamg-i-Ghelli —The whols of this pase from Shokh is known as the
Tang-i-tihelli. At 6] milos it opens out and the cliffs dissppear. A mule
fell hero into the river, and died subsequently of the injuries which he recsived,
The more direct track over the lifl from Seran would probably have leen
easier than this. The limestone clifls disappear suddenly at the outlet of the
gorg (2,100), and soft shaly strata take their place. 4

ur rond, now aneasy teack, follows the river valley, fording nt times to
avoid spurs fygm the unduliting Lills on eithor hand.

T'a the south-east the Judi Dagh is thickl y wooded with oaks. Quantities
of galls are exported from here to Jazirah.

Chemishum Siki.—At 134 miles batted ona small opan space by the river
called Chemishum Siki (2,400, From g point on a low undulation, & mile
to the north-west, an extensive view wis obtainalls of Derguleh valley to the
north-west, the village of Derguleh and rujmed fort of Bader Khan Beg
Leing 4 milus off, bearing 274°

Ln a direction 242%is a narrow gorge ealled the Tang-i-Kasrghelli, throngh
which  river passos, flowing into the Tigris. 1t lows past Derguleh, and is
there called the Rohsur, but higher up in the mountains it goes by the name
of Navin Su. It rises on the west slope of the Halakur Dagh,

On tha north-west of the valley is a high ridge with steap bare cliffs of
white friable rock cu tiously streaked with red at the bottom. 1t extends
from 272° to 308°,

In & direction 342° i a broad wood
comes to join the Rohsur,

Beariug 84° is the Chirnf Dagh, a curious peak with stéep precipitous sides,
overbanging the Rolsur from the south, It forms the west end of the
Shernakh Dagh. Shernakh villsgre bears 619 from heve,

Dergruleh 1s a villags of about 50 huts, and a place of 1o importance since
Bader Khan Beg's time, There ara 20 villages in the Derguleh valley, und
to the north of it all Kurdish, except Dohuk, near Shernakh, which is
Nestorian,

Some Kurds from Shakh, who ocame as guides so far, would not go on, as
they had a blood feud with men in Shernakh,

2nd July.—General direction N.1, Left eamp (2,400, and kept along a
broad easy track, Following the Nurdush valley. A few patches of cultiva
tion, but no villages seen anywhere,

Sigirik.—After 6} miles loft the valley of the Nurdush (8,125, and
follpwed a broad path round the foot of a conical mound, on the summit of
which is a ehurcﬁain ruins and the remains of a Nestorian village. The
country is well wouded, mostly oaks, hawthorn, and junipers,

ed valley, down which a large tributary
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wﬁ:"“‘ An outcrop of coal was passed in some slialy nmdulations, but it is a rather
. poor quality, and is probably a continuation of the beds uorth of Zukbo.
il The Nurdush rises between the Judi Dagh and the east end of the Sher-
i -i:-?l nakh Dagh. The lower slopes of the Judi Dagh in this direction are shaly
1k el undulations, eut up by ravines and dotted over with low serub, the higher
e bl slopes and the valley itself being thickly wooded with onks.
e A long gradval " ascent over a well cultivated eountry leads tof Shernaklh
o it (4,6507) 12 miles from Chemishum Siki.
Flmg Shermakh—This is o place of 400 houses, all Kurdish, with the exeeption
- of 80 Nestorian. 1t is situated on the hill slope by a small strenm.
Brilyfy Water is obtained from numerons small springs, and the houses arve clean
Ut iy and built of stone and mud with flat voof. Whitewash is generally used; o
vemarkable thing for s Kurdish villuge, The hillside fir 2 or 3 miles on
™ 8l either side is cultivated in terraces, with wheat and a quantity of tobacen,
SoAmi The wheat is'still greca at this elevation, although it has been harvested
9 i in Jagirah.
have sy The people seem industrious and work hard in their fields.  Some good
et of fe oak, poplar, and mulberry trees grew along the stream.
artoahi Kurds.—Mubammad Agha, the chief of the Hartoshi Kurds, lives
 timeste here in & emall house in the village, Heis the con of Pader Klinn Beg, and
is a man of largs influence among the mountain Kurds, und oecupies a position
bt partially independent of Turkish anthority,
The Hartoshi are a large tribe of some 3,000 tents, almost all nomads, except
the riter some settled in these villages round Shernakh, Shakh, Derguleh, and Divin.
1y 4 il The nomads spend the summer in  Zozan ¥ or snmmer quarters in the
7 bo the high mountain ranges to the north-east, and winter either in the valleys near
o e Shernakh and Dergulely or the plain round Mosul and Jazimh,
; Mubnminad Agha’s influence is felt as far as Bashkaln, where some of his =
migh ribe were met, and he absolutely eontrols the tribes as fur east as Mer-
md winen. &-—
. He transacts o good deal of lusiness, and papers kept constantly coming
in and messengérs from his vikils on the distant mountains. They were !
i ot written in Turkish, and the chief ean bath rend and write, —
et Muhammad Aghs has three sons, the eldesta Loy of nbout seven, who is
looked npon as his heir. The Agha's brother also lives here, and scems fond
ikt of engineering work, and showed me an irrigation canal which had been made
1 under his saperintendence, of which he was very proud. He complained that
toan il under the Turkish Government there was no scope for his talents. He said
o ik o he looked upon me us the precursor of the English, who were some day coming
to oeeugy the conntry, and he would be very glad when they did.
et it Mubammad Agha is a middle aged man, slightly grey, with a hand-
it some, determined-looking face, vlear blue eyes, and a fair complesion. He

whih # was at Copstantinople for four years about 1378, at the time when the
British fleet came to Ismidt, and seemed much impressed with England’s
netion then, and the Russian forees stopped nt the gates of Constantinople.

e He was well acquainted with current European politics, and accounts of

Jwt Her Mujesty’s Jubilee in London interested him much:

f nghn He speaks Turkish well, reads and wriles it also. Kermanji is the lan-
' guage spoken by the people.

ol The Agha had a scheme on hand now for repopulating and settling the
15 i Shernakh valley, which since the massacre of the Nestorians in 1842 has been
m'b tl;:lto wasfe. talked of the value of a good water-supply and cleanliness
gt his villages.
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At Chemishum Siki we met a party of men sent from Sherakh to dig
irrigation ehannels, &e., nnd it was intended to settle some of the poorer peoply
the e,

Round Shernakh the ground was certuinly better and more earalully
cultivated than usuul in other Kurdish villages. I
The Agha is independent of Turkish nuthority, paying only u small triliute,

He is much respected by the people, and is said to ﬁu 4 very just man auwd
nub given to oppression,

A dispute was now going on betwesn M uhamimad Agha and the Turkish
officials at Jazirah about taxes collocted from the nomads ut the bridge thers,
Muhammad Agha argues that the lands on which the nomads gruan is lis,
aud that he should receive some tribute, whereas slmost all the tribute is |
taken from the Kochers when they pass the bridge ot Juziesh, A Mutaserit
with a guard of 10 Zaptiyuhs waus wamped here, baving urrived to disouss
this question. Muhammad Agha expressed openly his hatred of the Turkish
officiuls und their ways, suying they were eating the life out of the eountry,
und it wus seircely to De wondered ut that the Kurds oceasionall y vetaliated,
and robbed and plundered when they could,

Mubammad Agha could easily raise a fores of 10,000 mounted men from
the Hartoshi and other tribes umi’;r his conteal. A Jurge number would be
fo.nd armed with Martinis, They are naturally fitted for outposts and
seouting work.

He sent a Vakil and six armed men with one to point out the road to
Bashkala.

The Shernakh Da%h extends some 9 miles in a north-western direction,
where it ends in the Chiraf Dagh, an isolated rocky peak overlooking the
Rohsur stream,

1t extends south-gast for about 6 miles, the Nurdush river rising at

that end of it.
ltate The average full of enow here was about 4 feet, and |
g the roads are closed from Junuary to April usually,

The change of temperature and air at this elevation (4,6507) compared with
Juzirah is very marked,

The air here is cool and Fresh ; temperature 82° at noon and 69° at 6 A, ]

The dress of these mountain Kurdsis characteristio. On theic head is
a fail conical felt eap, which they call Fiolos. Round this they wind a "
puggri (afabi) consisting of two lengths of cotton, the second being called K
azaidoi,

These are made of black cotton with red stripes as a rule, and are brought &
from Aleppo. W

The sreu\'as of the shirt are open and almost touch the.ground when they |
wulk, There is a inside waistcoat without sleeves (yelek) and an outer one ul
: with open hanging sleeves (fchapet), both of which ave made of gay coloured

En =

n =

.= gilks. w
! f I IE H The handsomest and most remarkable part of the dress is the short pelisse #
! : (fuly kiasared) worn open in front with embroidered stripes of gold lucs, and ]
[ 13 the back thickly covered with the finest hair of the black Angom goat, This "
‘ 5 reaches to the waist round, which is a kamarband of some bright coloured eloth,

: in which is stuck a curved dagger with an ivory handle. A long eurved sword
‘r } " with carved hilt is geperally worn with a very short sling under the left arm.

B =

Wide trousers (tchalvar) stuffed into a pair of enormous red boots with
Emu tassels reaching half way up the leg complete the Kurdish warrior's
ress, 1t is a very suitable one for sudden ge of temperature.

{ b |
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Some Martini vifles were seen, but flintlocks of a very ancient pattern |

are mostly in nse,
R s The spear is oceasionally soen, hut a Martini is lovked npon s the perfee~ |
E tivn of 8 weapon for a tribesman to possess. |

EMh g,
ety

g ' .
bl uu_ Routes from Shernakhb. |
T Zulho—This is two stages or about 12 hours, The Hazir valley is |
1h T followed as far as the Christian village of Wasit. (se¢ Route X), which is the
Ui by intermedinte stowe.
Ik It i snid to b good track for mulis, but the country locks rocky and diffi-
i Ay eult, and it woald probably take three days. \
A Mgy Ty Savrdg —Ths is four stages :
tht) dog (1) Hundukh, n Kurlish village.
the Toia (2) Deb, n large Nestorian villago of 200 howes, where Knimmakam is
i stationed. -
Pilige, (3) Ternh, » Kurdish village,
(4) Sairdt,
men g ol . §
wlll Je This is the best route for mules or caravans, eaid to he easier than onp
posts ol roiite throngh the Tang-i-Ghelli. The stages were given from 7 to 8 hours
each, which would make the distance abiout 80 miles,
iinl e This is easier thon the road theough Dergulel from Juzirah (ser Routes
from Jazirah),
fction T Jazirah.—A road ta Jnzirah leads throngh Dergulel and into the Tizris
valley ly the Tang-i-Kasighelli. It is said to be not much easier thin

L throngh Shakh or Seran,  In all these routes the passes through the outer-
most range overlook'ne the Zakho and Jazirh plains are the most ditieult ;

ng s : A
5 and onee these are passed, the roads nre fairly easy for pack animals,
KA T Fasw.—This 18 a very hilly, ditheult track.” A Kurd on [vet eonld reach &
iyl Van in five days. A muls caravan would takeat least 10, but no one knew the \'
it stages. The ronte passes through Shattak district, and Shokh or Menks.
Srd July.— General divection E.by N. Left Shernakhascending gradually —
s a small path throngh stone wulls supporting the terraces on the hillsida.
i b Through some level ferraces of rich soil containing numerous springs,
e and st 2 miles turned up east through a gop in the Shernukh Dagh to the
ine laft,
iy o Shernabh Paxe.—At 3 miles reached the summit of the Sherunkh pass
¢ roug (5,480, from which an extensive view,is obtained of the busin of the upper
wators of the Hazil, about 30 miles broad.

ehad tht From %7° to 91° is o mass of rounded summits thickly covered with snow

st e called the Shostlieh Dagh, which we skirted later on.

i el Follow the course of a small stream down a raving ; the slopes thickly
i wooded with “ Lalud ¥ eaks, on which grew a kind of mistletoe, and a stunted
bt pear, juniper, pistachio, and hawthorn frees. Wild vines and other shrubs in
e the valleys. From the berry of the pistachio an oil used for making soap is

o extracted. The whole hillside was scored with deep ravines in the shale soil,
v i Passed some well grown oaks, 2 feet to 3 feet diameter, in the stream
'-'“"‘l“ o valley, Several kinds of wild pea and vetch also seen.  The track was fairly
’”“':‘ easy for mules, with some narrow places and stesp gradients.
b 'At 94 miles turned over a low spur to the left (1,270'). The soil of these
i spursis a soft, finely disin wated shale of a light grey colour with no vege-
st tation, not even grass. 1n the valleys and in patches the hilisides is a

b
.
L
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rich loamy clay whieh overlays the shale, and in which trees, shrubs, and grass
grow. The whole basin of the Hozil is this furmation, and presents a cnrious ]
mottled appearance of large groups of frees with spaces absolutel ¥ bare, soil ﬂ
intervening.

Conglomerate overlying limestone was seen at the bottom of some of flr
the ravines, The voud winds among some small ravines until a small ol is {4
reached at 12 miles (4,5107). L

Halaknr Dagh.—From the summit hearing 358° to 15° s the Halukur Dagh, !
10 miles distant, The sonth-east fuce presents along the summit procipitous o
wall of rock, which firms the edge of u grassy platean running north-west, f
merging into flat-topped hills rising bevond it, |

The summit of the Halakuar Dagh was patehed with snow, and it is nsed b
ns a ‘“zozan’ by kochers, sbundance of green grass being found there |
now.

Tracksled from here towards the Halakur Dagl.  One track led over the |
hills o Jake Yan through what looked a very rough country, cut up by deep |
narrow valleys, )

Halakue Dagh proliably corresponds with Harakl Dagh mentioned by |
Chermside. : 1

At 15 miles desconded steeply into the gravelly bed of a small stream
(3,810, the Busta Berouseh, coming from the Halakur Dagh, and fowing |
sonth-south-east towards a narrow gorge m the monutains to join the Haml, |
Left the stream valley by a very steep sscent in o hare shaly slope, and puss |
two large heaps of stones marking where two men had been murdesod. Crossed 1
a bare ridge (3,530°), and desconded into another small stream vallay, well !

wooded, with an open grassy space for eamping, where we hulted, ealled Keni
Mahwesik (34309 b

Keni Madwesik.—These wooded valleys have abundance of dead woud suit-
able for lirewood.

B

This little straam yallay runs down 178°, ond theslapes on wither hand are ]
thickly wooded. Stme 12 milesdown stream eould Leséen the gorge, through . -
whieh flow the united streams which go to make up the Hazil, which [l T "“
into the 1-]!1!!}, and Joins the Khabur west of Zukho, This gorge looks very in
parrow and precipitous with some enormons oliffs, ﬁ

The soil valleys is rich; ash, willow, and syeamore grow by the strenm | sl
banks. Some of these valleys are cultivated by people from Shernakh in the fa
summier ; otherwise this large truct of fertile country is entirely desolate, .

Temperatura at 4 p.ar. wus 85° and at 6 st 50°% the wight being much =
cooler than the day. L]

4th July.—General direction B. by N.  Left eamp, ascanding the valley H
for o short way, and then turned to the right up a stesp shaly vidge, Ag E"
1} miles reached the summit (3,875), and turned along the ridze. The path
was a1 foot ledge in a slope of 45°%and a single slip would have sent the -]

| mules 300 to 40U feet down into the ravine. The mule carrying my tent 4
] I | got hung up in a small tree, and the Lranches had to be earefully cut nway
1] . to extricaté him. About § mile further on followed a long narrow-hacked spur
1L 18y townrds a deep valley in front of ve; aud a short way along this the track |
s 41'1 turned down the side of the spur, here o lope of 45% "The only way 1 eonld
‘,.'i ! find of getting down was by putting both feet togetber and letting mysslf slide, 4
"| The mules managed in something the same way, picking their own way, #8 )
i the muleteers were quite unable to guide or lmlg them, and the riding horses i
i gaven good deal of trouble. Several sheep tracks used by the kochers in the ]
|i ! | migrations led about these spurs, but none of them Were any easier. i
lﬁ‘ "
3
L&l |
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At 31 miles enfered a stream bed 150 to 200 yards wide, hordared by steep
shale slopes, and crossed a stream 80 fest wide and 1 foot deep (3,6707).
Some & miles down the valley to the south-east is u Lill with steep rides
like a fruncated cone, with some steep precipices quite 2,000 feet high in the

to the south of it. The streams we have erossed unite and form the
Ewﬂ river, which flows round the western front of this.

Our track follows the lank, crossing and recrossing the streasm, Tn flood
time the whole of the valley is filled from bank to bank. The stream rises in
u*thickly wooded hill with a ronnded summit 4 miles to the north.

At 7 miles left the valley, and elimbed upa spur nearly bave, with only u few
seattersd shrubs.

At S miles reached the summit of the ridge (4,646, and kept along a path
with deep valloys on either side, fullowing a contour for a short distanee, and
then u unl ut, through a fairly wooded country, into the deep valley
of another stream in front of us.

At 12 miles crossid o stream 40 feot wide and 18 inches deep (8,5807)
in u stony hed with scattervd Loulders 200 to 800 yards wide, This also
s down 165° ronnd the hasa of the fat-topped hill mentioned aboye.

Followed the river bank np streatn, through some thick groves of oak= and
syoamores, ond at 144 miles climbed another steep shaly ridge (1,6807),
dividing this from another stream vallay (4,0607.

"The whole stage was n vonstant nscent and descent of these ridges divid-
ing these small streams..

Thern were o few patches of good grass, buf the greater part was withered.
From here the rastern end of the Haliknr Dagh bore 317°. 1t was found to
be 5,175 fest above this or 9,240 feetabove sea level.

We ascended a broad well worn track used by the © Kochers” in. their

annual migrations along a narrow spur (5,150°), Several groves of good oaks 2
wore dotted about the bare shale slopes.  From the summit of the vidge is an
easy. descent, and at 15§ miles reanch valley of stream (4,1757) also llowing

south. Close by is the junction of a small tributary, which we follow in the |

direction 110°, S—

Bustavar—At 20 miles halted ina small open patch (4,530) about § mile
square, surrounded by trees, called Bustasar. A itble green grass was to be
found for the mules.

Alung the latter part of this stage the rond is a well used track, and is the
main communication between Shertakh and the high mountain ranges to the
enst of it. This does not prove that it is an easy road, as the nomads climb
up and down any slope, however steep, so long: as they eventually reach good

ture, Someof the gradients are steep, bub zigzags to improve them could

out in this soft shaly soil. No villages were seen toduy, and a small
earavan of donkeys were the only people we suw.

Weather cool and pleasant today, Temperature 70° at 5-15 ror. and
43° ot 5 ax. Mornings cold.

6th Tuly.—General direction E. Re-started up the valley, following the
left bank of the stream.

Several side valleys, most of them thickly wooded, strile out on either side,
and the valley gradually narrows as we ascend ; while at 8 wiles it bifureates,
and our track follows the south-east Lranch., The hillsides are thickly wooded
with osks and juniper, und & fow pateles of loug yreen grass commenceto
appear.

Awrakh Dagh—After 4 mwiles reached the head of the spnr (5,150°)
dividing the two branches of the valley. From here, bearing 350° and 11 miles
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distant, is the Awrakh Dagl, a prominent, isolated rocky peak, forming the
porth-west end of the Dabazir Dagh.

At the foot of it was the Kurdish village of Awrakl and the 2oz ™
of some nomads.

Skoxthed Dagh—To the sonth, and 4 miles distant, isa high mountain range
called the Shostheh Dugh with the snmmits thickly eovernd with snow. Thers
are three rounded peaks, the uppor slopes being covered with good grass; the
lower a series of steep cliffs, termced one ahove the other, and overhsnging the
villey of a stream which fows along the northern face to join the Hazil rive,

The smake of a few camps of nomad Kunls could be distinguished along
the upper slopes.

- Haws and Mer —At the north-enst of the Shostheh Dagh, at the bottom
of a deep narrow valley, ape the two Nestorian villages of Huws and Mor.
Down this valley a stredm flows between the east end of the Shostheh Dogh
and the western slope of the Dahazir Dagh to join the upper waters of the
Khabur river which FR:W hy Zakho.

The Shostheh Dagh conld be seon extending to the sonth-east in n sussess
sion of lofty snow covered peaks.

At T miles: we commeneed winding along the ridge of a long wooded Apury
on either side of which ran numarous deep narrow Voshaped ravines The,
'an range of the Dahazir Dagh luy in frout of us now, and all day it was ong

ong ascent. i

Shortly afterwards we renched the *teee limit,” and only a few pines

and o solitary pesr, hawthorn, or willow remuined on

the hillsides, Dxeellent green grass commences now,

g
and the oil is o rich black loam. The few pines here seen wers the onlyll’ E

J

'\-\..{

Tree limit.

trees of that kind we saw the whole jiurney.

'The rond s an easy broad track with a steady nseent, und the fist fuw =
patches of snow were reached about o mile from the summit of the rangw.

We pussad a fing spring by the roadside; the lemperature of the wir 61°5nd =
the water 43°% B oif

From the spring nscended through a gap about } mile wide in the rocky i
summib of the Dahazir Dagh, —

Maidan Jashush—At 14 miles (8,105") pussed over the ridge by an easy path, “-\:::
and descended intoa wide grussy basin shut in by low wndulafions, nnd esvered 5
with patelios of snow.  This is called Maidan Jashush, and we halted heve in '
soma Kurdish tents (7,7207), the first we had met since leaving S hernalkh, B

There were some 100 tents belonging to Mubammad Acha of Sheraakh,
the people being employed grazing his horses, flocks, and berds. A hundesd
and fifty mares and young horses and 200 mules und donkeys were grazing
on this little plain, besides numerons herds of sheep und cattle. The camp is
situated at the end of a platenn which runs up 92° for 4 miles, and in which
are several deep snow drifts. A laree stream from the melting snow flows
down the contre, andabout § mils to the north of the camp disappears bodily
into the heart of the mountain withoutleaving a trace of its departure in the
rounded hillside, except the mouth of a'sort of tunnel.

This smull plain is a perfect carpet of short sweet grass of o brilliant green
colout, thickly studded with Nlowers of great variety and brillinney—Ublus
Lyacinthe, Luttercups, star of Bethleliom, irises, duisies, polyanthns, forget-
me-nute, und others.  Bunches of thyme grow all over the tjlisiﬁes. Thera
are twohot sulphur springs near the camp, 'I'he menin camp wers & strange.
mixture—Kurds, Yezidis, and Nestorians all togother, 01l Leing servants of
Mulimumad Agha of Shernakl. Religious discussion must be debarred in:
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cuch & community. Round the eamp were numbers of the large white breed
of dogs kept by the nomad Kurds. They are splendid wateh dogs.

The headman of the camp is Muhammad Agha’s younger brother,

The country from Shernakh muy be said to be entirely desolute, no one |
being met all the way, and no villages seen.

Tt is well wooded, with severnl fertile vnlleys and strenms, and the reason
for breing deserted was that no one would settle in such a distriet to be attacked
and looted by nomad Kurds in the migrations.

There was 8 considerable change in the temperature at this elavation
(7,7207), At noon it was 83°, and it froze at night (temperature 1% and 50%),
the gronnd in the morning Leing white with hoar frost. The temperature
wis 107° at Jazirah at noon barely a weck ago.

Air was elear and bracing. Nights felt intensely cold to new arrivals from
the plnins.  Children play about here in the snow in a state of perfect nudity
and flth, so that only the fittest of them can possibly sutvive,

: Cowdnng is principally used for fuel.  Wood is brought on donkeys from
the other side of the ridge. : .
There has heen a constant ascent from Bustasar (4,530°) fo the top of the
«  puss (8,155'), w total of 3,025 feet in one stage.

The Dahazir Dagh is the chief outlying ridge of the mountains which ex-
tund eastwird from here to Van and Bashkala.

There is & rocky vidge along the summit from 8,000 to 10,000 feet eleva-
tion and nearly level. It runs for 10 miles north-west of Muaidan Jashush, when
it ends abruptly, and wheren deop valley intervenes. The isolated ey, peak
of Awrakh forms a sort of confinuation of it in this direction, and 1s distant
19 m!‘lul.

In the opposite direction the range runs east-sonth-east for & miles, getting
gradually higher from the pass, and overlooks the Khabur valley to the = .
eotith-east,

The summit was thickly covered with snow in this direction, and looked K
rugied and impassalle, |

Shostheh Dagh—To the south-west, and running nearly east and west, 1 f—
the Shostheh Dagh at an elevation of abaut 6,000 feet,

The ridue is 11 miles long with thire rounded peaks, all of which are still
thickly {us'crt'd with suow. The central peak was caleuluted 9,200 feet above
sea love

The top of the Shernakh pass bears 253° from the Dabaziv pass.

I'he eentral penk of the Shostheh Dagh bears 223°, and the eastern end
of the Halakur Dagh 205° from here.

8th July.—General direction B, Luft Maidan Jashush, having been most
hospitably treated by thess Kurds. Six menwere given as guides.

The road at first wasa broad travk ascending the grassy valley in an
easterly direotion.

At 2% miles we reached the summit of a grassy spur (elevation 8,250,

.and then by o gradual descont followed the shaly slope of the hill into a
deep basin stretched at onr feat.

o the north townrds lake Van was an extensive view of mountain
ranges with no particularly prominent peuks, all thickly patehed with snow
and interspersed with grassy streteles. Shattak and Menk lay in this divection.

Buckaran Streamw.—At 64 miles rench bottom of descent (7,4557), u narrow
grassy valley, in which flowed o lsrge stream called the Ruekaran,

This stream comes from the snowy slope of the Dahazir Dagh to the south,
and Hows due north, being soon lost tosight in a narrow deep valley

248
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Bordered by steep oliffs.  T6 is a tributary of the Shattak Sn which joins
the Bhotan Su.  (See deseription of Tigris and Tributaries,)

The soil is now a kind of clay and disintegrated shals, and grows littls
good grass, exeept nlong the stream banks and by the snow,

Some curious rocky peaks jut ont here and there in the hilleide 3 otherwise
the slopes are mlmdud}t Tall thistles, “gavvan.” a low prickly shrub, and
“ Lkarnoeh, ” a kind of fennel, were almost the only plants seen.

There is n small eamp gron nd at Ruekaran, where the stream is forded,

Naifehailan Pagh.—The vond nseends from the valley, erossing some spurs
of a high range thickly patched with snow called the Nuifchnilan Dagh. We
mude a détour to the north to avoid the main ridge of the mnge. A gremt
namber of small torrents were crossed rushing down from the melting snows
1o join the valley now to the west. y

Some snow drifts were passed 12 to 15 feet deep. These do not entirsly

melt as distinet layers; each corresponding to o yeur's snowfall con be traeed {
through each drift. g

At 8} miles I conld sea a high monntain peak some 30 miles off in the
direction of Shattak bearing 347°%  This iz one of the penks of the Lahijin 7

Dugh between the Shattuk Su and the Menks Su, ‘

Some of the ascents and descents over thasa spurs were very steep, but Fairly
eusy coing for the mules, as there were few stones,

Nhie Shatail.—At 11 miles halted at a small camp ground ealled Shiv
Shalail (8,075") alongside u large stream.

The hillsides are now quite bare of trees, and cowdung and “ gavvan * had
to be eolleeted for fuel. This strenm runs down to join the Rueknran
throngh a nurrow gorge below us to the left.

It eomes down 15° from a wide besin 0 the Naifohailan Dagh, surrounded
by stecp spowy slopes, the nnmerous small rivalets from which go to make
up the main strénm.

Below this elevation, 8,075 feet, there seemed to be no snow.

The marks of severnl camp grounds of last year were visihle round here,
and the soil becomes richer, containing more eluy and loam and less shale as
wWe¢ o on.

Temperature at noon (3%, with boar frost in the early moening.

7th July—General direction N.E.  Left eamp, ascended a swall vallay,
and continued roumling the north-east of the Naifchnilan Dagh. The names
of these mountains sre those given by the Kurds, but probably the Christinns
in Tiari have quite different ones for these same ranges, which they see from
the sonth. .

Cross two long spurs enclosing grassy valleys with streams llowing towards
the Ruekaran, and at 5§ miles a wider basin runping in the same dizection.
11 At the east side of this is a prominent pointed rocky penk called Kosr
[ SR s Pasha (se¢ sketch) rising about 600 feet above the level of the path (5,900).
ﬂ { r] Several large springs emerge from the base of it. This basin trends up
it 1)
|

e

i 16 gome 5 miles 1n o direction 1207, .

Paseed several snow drifts entirely filling up some of the smaller ravines.

. * The streams that run underneath hollow out a sort of tunnel dangerons for

mules to erogs over.

f .‘ 1 These hills are never inhabited, as thers is not sufficient grass for the flocks
1 in summer. The slopes are generally rounded, but at intervals lone jogged-

(il looking peaks project from the hillside.

(U LR Mamamis and Nismo Peaks—At 9 miles we turned enst, and possed

W over o cof (9,050) forming a prolongation of the Nuifchailau Dagh, 'To the
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oorthwest isa rounded hill ealled Momamis rising to 11,000', and to the south
another prominent snow-covered peak called Nismo bearing 197°,and 5§ miles
distant, rising to 12,000 feet, ‘These are part of the main range of the Naif-
chilan Dogh, the general level of the summitof which is from 12,000 to
14,000 feet. .

" Boskik Pass.—Crossing ansther col (9,235, the road dips into a gras
valley 24 miles broad, and ascendsalong easy gradient to another similar ne
ealled the Boshik pass (9,3007. From the summit is a very extensive view,
Halaknr Dagh lears 220°, Aurakh Dagl 252°, and Nisme Penk 210°. Remains
of eamp grounds were passed, and the soil becomes much richer, growing i earpet
of rich grass dotted with Howers of countless varietios and the greatest bril-
lanoy.

l*{'nm the top of the pass the road lends down a narrow grassy valley, fol-
lowing o small stream increasing in size as we descond.  Numbers of small
strsama flow from the snow drifts, and join on either side. By the waters
edge is rieh green clover dotted with gentians, forget-me-nots, biue hyacinths,
:ufl many Euglish floers, while on the dyier slopes grows in small tufts a long
grass similar to the Knglish rye grass which animal« eat greedily.

On the hill slopes are “gavvan and “karnoch ™ in large quantities.
About half-way down the valley we met o camp of Hartoshi Kurds on the
stream bank, the ficst sinee leaving Maidan Jashush

Aflter 19 miles the valley opens into n grassy basin 2 miles wide, in a
small loop of which was a camp of 100 tents of Hartoshi Kurds, and where
we halted (7,855%.

‘These people all acknowledge the authorlty of Mubammad Aghs, and for
the winter go to the valley round Shernakh or the Juzirah plains. The road
from Shervakh is a well worn track used by them.

Khabnr distrit.—They are a very hospitable people, and supplies were -
brought at onee. The district is called Kbhabur or Chahbure from a river of
that name lower down the valley which flows ‘north, aud is o stream 30 yards -

broad and from 18 jnches to 2 feet tlwr.

This ennnot be the head waters of the Khabur which flows past Zakho, or
it must have been erpssed at some point further west as well. Tt i« probably f—
a large bruvch of the upper waters of the Bobtan Su flowing past Sairdt.
Tt is threo days to Ashitha over the bills to the south-west, but few of these
Kurds ever go in that direction or hold any communieation with Tiari.
Wanther elear and bright, with a slight frost at night. Temperature 37° ab
T-300 8.,

8th July,—General dircetion 8.E. The Kurds we had ecamped with
hud moved off 1 the early moruing to a fresh pusture a littls higher up
the valley.

'I‘hryymwiuﬂ everything on small black oxen and donkeys with a fow mules.
Haorses are used solely for nding.

We descended into the valley (7,300°), crossed the Khabur, and turn east-
gonth-east purallel to the river, winding up and down nver some grassy spors
which come down on the right bunk. The course of the river is very rapid,
over boulders through a rocky ravine,

At 11 miles reach another open lLasin (7,850°) about 1 mile in diameter,
bounded by low spurs from the ranges on either hand. It is an excellent site
for a carrp, und is the only piece of faitly level gronnd we had seen sines leaving
Maidan Jashush, We halted here in a large encampment of Hartoshi Kurds
under a Vakil of Mubammad Agha. There are 400 tents here scattered about
on either Lauk of & large stream which joins the Khabur here.
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The soil is now a rich loam with excellent grase.  The snow Arifts Tay 500 _ F
foet higher up the hill from this (?,‘.'J‘}U’]. . . onll
Kizilbunh Peak.—Situsted 24 miles distant, on a bearing 216°%, is a high |
conieal peak ealled Kizilbash (abont 10,600). low
For firewood * gavvan ™' and the dry stalks of * karnoeh "’_ are nsed, the will
latter growing extensively on the hillsides. Tlere are three kinds of “kar |
noch ™ resembling fennel or the wild earrot. It is used when green as fodder it
for horses, and eaten greodily by them. No cultivation is ever atfempted by
these nowads, and wheat and rice have to be brought from Shernakh and the o
Tigris valley. Gavvan is u low prickly plant, and the only shrub which grows
extensively on these mountains, o it
They dig up and eat several kinds of roots, and eat the soft inside part of m
thistle stalks.
In the evening some 600 horses of all ages and sizes and 200 mules, i
besides droves of cows, sheep, &e., wore driven in from grazing on he hillsides, T
Bearing 01¥ to 103" lies a rounded lofty range thickly covered with snow.
A large branch of the Khabur rons up 55° from just below camj. ]
A rond lends from hereover the hills to Julamerk, erossing a high soowy I
ridge bordering the Zah villey,
We had to halt here on the 9th owing to my interpreter and o muletesr I
being serionsly ill with fever and ague brought on by the sndden change of g
temperature from the plains to the frost and snow. The interpreter was 4
delirioas, and had to be supported on bis horse by two Kurds. A
The people hare were extremgly hospitable and kind to the sick. Y
10th July—General direction E. The men were slightly better, and |
wa eontinued the road to Bashkala,
The road lod beside the Khabur for 13 miles, and then turned north- #
cust up a small grassy valley, following an easy track,
Faraskin—Extending 5 to 10 miles to the east, and forming the basin of =
the upper waters of the Khabur, is the Farashin district, bonnded on all sides Ll
by a circular range of snowy mountains called the Akarak Dagh, over which a 1
road to Julamerk leads. il
These monntains sepurate ns from the valley of the Zuh, T
A broad trock londs up the bank of the river to Farashin. The hill s]-':pqs hak
are covered with splendid gerass, nad it forme a favonrite “ zozan ** or summer
quarter of the Hartoshi. There are no villages in Favashin, but it is o fine K
pastire ground. i
Cuaria Pass.—At 8 miles we renclied the summit of a rounded grassy it
range (04057 ¢alled the Awlmar Dagh, which extends to the right o o hill iz
1000 feet above ns, und which forms the northern end of the runge which
Il borders the Farashin valley,
i This is known as the Chalia pass, and a splendid panorama opens out
1 { $hi from the ’f".'"""it‘ N
F I‘I ” 2_“;“1-; Naifehailan Dagh beyond the Kizilbash peuk extends from 210° to
! E a0°. .
f L4 13! From 105% to 107° is the highest range of the Akarak Dagh. The gevernl |
" [ level of the summit is from 12,000 to 13,000 foet, and from 154% to 200° is the |
l Ik Timit of the high jngged ridge of the Dahazir Dagh. 1
| .Il [ . Inadirection 315° is a high rocky ridge mm_d 20 miles off in the Shattak i
R district. To the north are o tumbled mass of high mountains with rounded i
[ b grassy summits, but with less snow on them {han on the mountains here, A
1 N The general lovel of the Awlamar Dagh may be taken at from 10,500 to t
R 11,000 feet above sea level, A
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P
- From the top of the pas we deseonded gindually over a broud spur
I 1 circling round the west end of the Awlamar Dagh, going oot thesast,
. At 11 milss we reached a level grssy basin (8,5007), from hich o strenm
g flows in 8 deep narrow valley tothe nght.  We vrossid two more similar basins
b with streams flowing in the same divestion,
.-,,:;1,: At the bottom of the vallay is }Lc Nesturian \-ilhnl,r“u of Awlamur, and in it |
sy are the lirst houses we have seen since lenving Sherna :h seven duys ago.
i The hillside isa rich black loam with seversl patehes of cultivation irr-
-'n*i-h-'. gated from the small streams,
o - | Ploughing was vow in progress by the villagers from Awlamar, and bundles
ket of the long grass and elover were being guthered for winter fodder. Short clover
et grew by the stream banks, affording splendid grazing for catile and sheep.
ol The road continues over these grassy spurs, skirting a deep narrow valley
b feom € to 8 miles to the north, in which runs a stream flowing towards the
thefilete upper waters of the Bobtan Su at Meuke.
e Munwasex.—At 22 miles we reachel Merwanen (38,0037, the residence
o of u Kaimmaknm, whete we agnin came under mgular Turkish suthority, and
bigh g Jeft the independent country of the Hartoshi Kurds.
Merwanen is & village with a papulation of about 600, situated on ‘a small
§ il plitenu at the head of @ purrow valley running 280° bordersd by a succession
ohaage of cultivited termees.  The hill slopés nre well cultivated, and there is no snow
et here now, The population is ehiefly Nestorian witha few Kurds sud some 50
Armenians. A post of 20 Zaptiyahs is quartered bere.
b The houses are flat-roofed, with walls of stonesnd mud, one housé contuin-
Tobtar ing several others like a rabhit warren. ‘
I a Gavvan ? and cowdung are used ehiefly for fual. A little wood is brought
ot over the kills from tlie Zab valley near Julamerk.
Nuunvz—To the north-east and east lies the Nlll‘i]ll]?. and Meuks District,
e g contnining saveral Nestorian and Armenian villages fairly prosperous and well 2
i l:ulq.l.ll cultivated. : ! : , \"’"—
MRS 1t is two days from here to Julamerk, the intervening stage heing found in
il a Kurdish camp. A high range, the Arabi Dagh, las to be orossed en ronte, '
The road was said to be unsafe now becsuse of raiding parties from the She- —
il e Ykuk Kurds from over the Pexsinn border,
S Our Hartoshi guides and Muhammad Agha’s Vakil from Shernakh now
"I! T loftus. They would not coms any further, or come in the Julamerk direction,
Lfi as they were afeaid of being attacked on the return journey by tribes they were
o3 s at foud with, or have to pay toll to the Kuimumaksm, They would on no
"I'_':‘_ ‘F:'I'-'l aecount go near the Knimmakam of Julamerk.
T Van to Julamerk,
g The following ia a précis of the account given by Layard of the journey

from Van to Julamerk throngh Merwanen :

frim 4P 10tk duguat.—Laeft Van, ani steuck semoms o fine andalating corn country abounding in Chris.
tian villnges, The soll Is well cultivated by dint of much laboar.

Tieachud at sunseb n deep bay hommmed in by orchanlsand gardens and sheltored by an amphi-
. The s theatre of Jow rocky hille,  Halted about n wile from AnukB near a branspacent spring ina small
s 2810 glude shelving to the water's odgu.

11tk Angust.—Nods acrons the conntsy B dircet line to tha large Armenisn convent of Yedi
Klissin (sovan clineshien), whose gardens on thoe sideof the lofty monntain of Varak are visible

in lb!w From mont parts of the plain, It is sitoated near the mouth of o wooded ravine, Lalf way up n
¥l P bold mouniain which ends in snowy peaks,

12th Aungwat.—Lelt gates of the convent of Yodi Klissin in the afternoon, and started down a
i h'"‘_ winding puth in the hillside, sud mado u short journcy of 94 hours to the village of Artamit or
o U Adremit, und eueamped beneath the fruit trees in o ganloy near the lake.
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: . i
2tk Angunt—Our pathi lod today throngh u hilly district, samotimm edigfng n Day, them
agiin, winding over n !_!l::ky promoutory, we crossed by o bridge s large strvain wl?inr.'i? w{;uh, d'::
Mabumndiyah, and which hero dischaeges itedf into the lake, Tt
We pnssed throngh Vastan, where was n bont just éome from the eonvent on the inlnnd of e
Aklitamar, ol
"nm convent and chureli ave built on p small vocky island about 5 miles from the shore. A Eg
violent storm of wind came on and Tashed the water of tho lake fnto Tigh waves erowned with o
foum ;o mountain squall which wemetimes sweeps down the deep valloys nul expond thelr fury in W
n short hiour, v
T4tk Awgurt.—Veft the Inke of Vian, amd followod a track which lod up & denp ravine, and which "hr.‘.
gradually became narriwer an we came eloser to the high wonntaine that sepurated us fron the (=N
uneaplored districts of Mukus and Dohtan.  We passel the h_-rT- Armeninn vi‘lvige of Pagwants, s
I near which, on the summit of o precipitons rock, stands the miied oetle of Khan Malomd, w Bt
rabel ehief.
I n I'mt.h sides of the ravine were villages and ruined eastlos. Numerous sireams from the -ﬂ:
Lillsides irrigate plots of coltivated ground.  Ero long we entersd u rocky barten. tract pateld wll

beve und there with Alpine Bowers,  Aftor climbing o declivity of loosr stonis, nod dw:gm

huirses with wueh diMealty altor us, we foond oursolves miidst ierual snoan, over which wo -

toiled for nearly twn hours, until we renched the crest of the mountain, and foked down into the

d“ﬁ- valley of Makus, n

hin i considered ono of the ighest pamses in Kuoedistan, and the ioost dificalt for Lavglety

aniimpls, The focks of nomnd Kands of Bolitan wer foeding in the myines. “Tl "
The deccont was even more wapid wod precipitous i the ascent, and we conll spnroely presnt ]

onr tired borses frow rolliog down into the mvine with the stones which we pat in motion abevery

Wtap. At the fuot of the pase is n small Armenian clinrch ealled Khorous Khissin, There was ng

otlier ymath down the rocky ravine than the dry bod of the torrent,

Asiwg hod the valley, the springs Begn to eolloet ther and form s considirable stream,
th “1?1!’5: wi hnd' to Illlll'l. bowt we eoald. g :I
A teuck, eccasionally followid by a solitary foot traveller or nonmds going to the bifls, has boen

earrindd lore anid there over the fouming torrént by thunks of trocs. Most of thess b boen waslad e

away by & eecent storu. it

ﬂ'u passed & devp ustnral envern, Trom which fssund s most abunilant spiring, one of the principal ]

sources of the eastorn branch of the Tigris, here called the Mokan rives. L -
:"‘ﬂﬂ of of ﬂ:‘*“"‘ Lrought; ms 10 the lange seatteres] vilkiage of Mukas, the principal pheo

of the district of the snme name, - : = "y

et of the Tiris bs liere w deep stroiin crossod e il The bovun are W

SO e ek

5

ja

builk, withont arder an b slapos of the moanthin, oach fauiily lhi idrd i
Lrou wtons than the nsual dectivition. There 1s no room for thow in rocky valley. Tho placo |
nay contain altogvther ubout 2000 fubabithnis.

OF the 60 villnizes of the district, 40 are inhabited by Christian Armenisns, -

Mukos wan unciontly eelobrated for its mines,  None nre now warled, and oven the site of the =iy
greater part of thom s wnknown. The Armenione of Mukis woave sotie striped woollen stoffs J
wort by the Kurde, and expore w Hitle houiy and wax, but lave no other teade. The border dise . by
triote nre Karkar (oontuining wbout 18 villages), Khigwash, laparut, Bidar, sul Shattak, Sp

‘The prinvipal villages in the Mukax'distriet are Aughin, Noneavos, Knar, Achichos, Kerkichos,
Auvenj, Kotashiher, Auveriss, Paraugos, Mangonel, Kowos, Ketchoks, Amnghus, Mainkos, nnd

Berwnr., -

Fram Mukus to Jazirali it is five days’ cormvan journey, and to Saindt three days by diffienlt
monibuin roads.

17k Auguet—Left Mukus early in the afternoon,  Tho path, following the corse of the
river, londs Lo Sairdt, Jnxiral, und the Awsyrian plaine.  We sooo tumed from it, and eotered =
vitlley running onstwarda.

On the mountain sides weve many villuges buried, like those of Tiwrd, in obchnnds and grovis
of walnate. Wo forend our way through thickets and matted elimbing plants hanging from the
branclies of the trees, the track {t‘illg contimually lost in rivolots or in watercourses for reigntion,

The valley soon narroweld into o wild gorge, which ended at length in the gardens of Aareni, I|
where we halted,

16tk Awgunt—Next dn{’wn orossed & bigh mountain ridge eoverad In some places with snow,
wopnrating the district of Mukuos from that of Shattak,

Its vorthern nnd western slopes are the sommer pestures of the Miran Kurds, and on the |
oppaxite side of the pass were eamps of Hartoshi Kords, We deseended by & procijitons path i
in a deep valley, through which wound s brosd wtream, nuother ursiof the Eastern Tigris. n-;ﬁ !
it the gardons of Ehattak.

Shattak s a small town rather than » village, and is ehiefly inlabited by Armenians, an fidis
trious and lianly race, cnltivating the sides of the mowntains on which are built their mﬂ’“ and
imring in considernble quantitios the gay colvured woollen stulfs so wweh esteomod Ly the

urds,

! tl wool (of the texture as that of g under-
wool of the goot alod SRR, v wmesntn, T e 88 Skt Angurs the. small

P e imoax 2 BB 0. B .. 3x
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Sy The town Ttaclf in callod by tho Armenians Tank and by the Kusls Shokh, and when spoken
e T of togethor with the villages that surronmd it, Slinttak. .
Tt stainls near the junetion of two couniderablo streams, forming ono of the head waters of the
e iy Tigrin, and unithng with the Bliotan Su.  The entire district cﬁll!lill 50 vilinges and numerous
muzrne or hamlets,
el 17th Augwst—TLeft Shokh by a bridge, erossing the principal stream.
n Aftor s o and diffenll uscent we ciime to o brond green plateau ealled Tugn, the pastures of
il the people of Shattak, aod now covered with their tants and flocks.
20 This iigh ground overlooked the duep valleys, through which wornd two streams, nod on whose
Ryl sidew Wers winny smiling gardons and villages,
B foy g Wa atopped nt an mcampment of Miran Kurds, s large and wealihy tribe, pastaring their
et o B flieks fue niad wido ovor the monntaing ind smvines of Shattak aml Nurduz,
R By, Croaning n bigh mountain pass on which stow still lingeved, we descended into i deep wall
ko that of Shartak, chiefly enltivated by Armenians.  We croskod o swmll strenm, and ascen
o by an the appiults side to Aslikunn, in the distriet of Nuordue.
L3 I8tk drguet,—Unk ride today  wis over upland pastires of great richness, and through narrow
wd gy v‘mgll waterod by numerous sirermy,
one aley L ore anil there were villages intinbited by Kurds and Armeniaue Wo wete now approaching
ol dovy iy i Nestoriny districts, and Clillgiri was the first village met with,
W o prsserd through this, nod stopped in Merwanen, which we found deserted Liy its inbnbitants
sk e iy for the Zoiine oF smmer gastores, .
19th Angnst.—A party of nrmed Nestoriaun wwcorted v todiy to a lurge ouenmpment of
wirly Horinahi Kurds, near the outlot of u green valley watered by many stronuis, forming tho most
+ matiod et ensterly suutees of the Tigris.
Thrress Thio mountain rising nbove ns wos the bonnlary between the Paslialics of Van and Hakkiari
wd this wateslil of the Tigris and Znl rivers, '
T O that appesite sidy the itiog their watars, flowed tosands the latter river, The

firet dlistriet we entored wis that of Lewin, ihabited chiofly by Nestorinue,  The whole popnintion
with their flocke T dessrted the villages for the Zomas,

d:‘:‘: W ascended to the eneampment of the people of BIIT (elevation 8,612" abiove wea Tevel), n
wretaliod asscmbloge of divty hovels, bokind which tawared, ninidst the eternal snows, a bold wd

ot majestic peak eplled Kurnessp=nm-noleh.
a0tk Awngral —Round the bise of this monniain we drugged our weary horses along aver loose

il stones, sharp rocks, and throngh ravines deep in s,
yaiing Aftor s wearisone inid indeed dgerons rile, we Totind bueselvin on & snowy platform varies
b with alpin . From s groninent penk  Ararit wns visibde, distant 145 wifles, nod
e . 'Fo the et were monutains senrvely loss fpoding than Aravat, bub &

wnring notth 1

m.’.{-:: ol mare roeky and o niked, —
+ Thope Wi were drawing nens the lafty peaks of Jeln, beneath whose enstern preciplee ia the Gavear U
plaln. The Zab valloy divided us from them. Wo could look From the top of the pass into the deep

il R anil naerow valley throngh whiel this river flowed. ", |
B dhre We deseonded mpidly by w dificult ek, paasing hore and theve aneampmente of Kands amd R —
ety the teits nud focks of the peopile of Julamerk, until the region of cultivated fields sucoesded
. — the greon pasturcs, and we seemed 10 approach more seftled hsbitatiovs,

Lt Following o prectpitons pathway, we soon renchod Koclisonis, the residence of Mar Shituan,
Aty l:\:mn ° three hours' distant from Julgmerk.
Wankw, & . .

; The following is another account of the eountry Lotween Van and Julamerk
o by A extracted from M. Binder's {ravelsin Kurdistan, &e., in September 1880
| o A o6tk Repfrmber—1alt Van at noon, il for § hour followed the road by which we lind arrived
ol el from ‘lhnlimhllln, and guitted it noar o wnall Arwenisn village, taking anothor rond branching more

to the rig!
o The path lod along # barron valley bordered by Jow undulations, on which not a single blade of -
gng e ® graes conld bo soen.  The weather hecanie menncing, aud a bedvy hiatl and ruin worm broke very
o filenly on ua ta wo ssernded ou steop slops
i o S8 Arrived nt the summit of the ridge. We descenilod by 8 ery slippery path in the elay sltpe ftito
| tho walley of Haiguetgor, dotted over with sovernl Armenian villages. Thure s sous ruins hero
e whikeli timdition aseribes to ik, the formiler of the Avmeninn race.
The rond neross tha plain was veiy muddy sfter the storm, the horses sinking o theit girths

ML in the dusp mtid, Wi halted at sunst (sbout seven hours) i the Jittle village of Eremorn, which

| plpr contained the ruing of & wall chareh.

ﬁ!"‘ B 270h September—The night was very colil, and on waking the ground was eovered with hear
S . We left the yillage nt 6 4., erossing n wide plain with very fertile soil, shul in to the south-

st hen® ehst, Tn' the Mrection: in which wo are going, by o high ridge with a very abrupt slope. The

ot Tyb path over thin ridge was kiiown to the villagers ns * The road of the forty windings."
et ¥ AV the summit the bavometer read 1,970 foet nbove the plain we had just lefr, while the

Sl horizental distazeo was burely 3,100 yards.
“' YOL, 1. 2=
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g The crest was birely 10 yards wide, and we commenced an eq steep descent on the south
m side. These very strep asconts and descents fatigue the baggngy animals very mueh owing to the
il constant shifting of the loads. 4

b From the crest of this n:r: wesuw Juke Van for the Inst time, with the snowy peik of the
T ' Sipan Dagh rising to the north-west beyond it,
| Wl The Varnk Dagh and niany of the crosts closs by preserved traces of yestordny’s starm in e
L uRil suow on thelr summits.

il B W descended, lmding our horses down the narrow path, and passed the small vil of B

l! i gat, noar which is the source of the Semiram Chai, a stream which falls into Inke V:l:'." i

il o i Bome time after we passed n very old y called Ok k (Hetrest of men), in
which wo ware told some ancient mannscripts wero

preserved.
| At 11 a3 we binlteld on the bank of & small stream.  Some way to the west was o ruined omtle, '*
' | P at the foot of which was & small village, and to the onst were some nomad tents,
,.']- i At 2 oelock ndntﬁl:gﬂndougwnqmdmmdnhﬂng'ywmmmdﬁthdr’ g, |
j \ At 4-30 we paxzid n small group of buildings, where the muleteers wished to halt, but we dechlnl
H on pushing on to Merwanen, which we thought was only two hours further, bub which in reality, ks T
i muach furthee.  Thore was no path, and we ended by losing our way, Night came o m[ﬁg&-
| neither woon nor stars were visible.  Wo followed no lar line down a aloping hil nenely
perpendicalar in sowe places. A muls fell down a ¢liff, and an hour was expended in pulling hia
up, und putting the load to r&fhh lflin._
SrmgFli.ng otiin the dark wo lighted on s Kurd camp, the inhabtants of which were most
pitable, and threatened to rob our . Finally a guide was procared, whe Jel nstos
| smill Armenian villago, whoro we halted miduight after having been 14 hours on horseback.
27U Septembor,—We nvrived today st Merwanen in safery. :
286 Septomber,—Left the villnju. and prssod some Belds of wheat still green, and renched Din,
‘a stuall Armenian villige prettily situnted on the slope  overlooking s Inrge valloy at iuuiuunﬂun

a1

| with another. This stuge was a short one, ns there were no villages further an, and
% i to morrow was a lorig one with a high mnge of hills to climb, J
r - 'One portion of the Inhabitants of the villge lived iu tents, and nnother in the houses. Two

gue 3 2oach 21T . F_ %r .

Inrge walnut trees grow on the slope closa by. 4
i A party of Kurds attacked vson s hill elose h;. whither we lind gone to take photographis ; they
b broke all our instr und app , stripped us of our clothing, and left us to find our way
F ! back gndidrement nus, |

=

20th —The nights wore very eold at this elevation (; and the air extremel.
rarefied. Wo left the village at daybreak, nnd nt sunriso. Mm& opposite :lnp of m’
e

H g e ooy Fonki: ol W, S e i font of s kil o

]
18 I f gl;n rain began to fall, with a high wind, which rendered tw numb with cold.  The higher we
d got, the worse the weather bocame, and kuow and slect bocame wingled with the ain, so that it
U 3 wis almost impossitile to see,
| Tha ground became vory slippery, and we traversed a narrow ridge Laving adeep valley on
aither side.

At noon we halted, when the woather got cloarer o wormer, and we asconded the lnst rid
Finally from the summita splendid view broke on us, n vast ehuos of mountain peaks, ME:
and precipices. 4

\\Ee wlﬂs maore than 10,000 feot ahove sen level, and at s similar elovation Mont Blane in covered
with suow.  We deseended sharply among boulders and broken stones, among which grew quantl- |
ties of encrmous thistles,

Wo wers shown somo xine mines that hud been exploited superficinlly by the Kurds, and the sl
seemed rich in minerals, but the dificulty was how to trunsport material from such an incoss
siblo spot,

Enr;";unu.—‘i'n our left, at the bottom of & deep narrow valley, coull be seet Kochannls, the |

v residence of Mar Shimun, the Pateinrch of the Nestorduns, _ |

The bamlet was sarronnded by o greon ]lwnl.ch of trees, and, situsted at the bottom of an
gorge, overlooked on the east b{ uml%hi I rising nearly 3,000 feet porpendicularly, nod on the
otlier sides by extremoly steep slope.  We descend by a very ston mg.rl-iugmmlmm

Julamerk,—At the foot of the hill was a re%hcp slape, below which we conld see Julamerk

ded by some scattered groves of trees. placs is situnted at the bottom of an immense
basin, bardered on the south-east by o bigh perpendicular oliff, and on the other sides by slopes
somewhat less steep, :

Water comen down the hillside in four small torrents, which unite into two branches which
Join inta ono torrent at the south eorner of the valley, whore it passes throngh a narrow riftin
the elii; to Ilml: inbo thalﬂ;::lu Z;'Il. e A 3 = o

At the south corner o val ° properly so Mgﬂh-.lulnulduf

long and from 80 to 100 yards brosd. The A ian and toris ]
the rest, and is built on a snall mound in the contre of the valley. .

‘The towa itself is half in roine, and does not contain more than 100 There are the ruise

dutnﬂonlhmhm!ogwmmmhuﬂﬂuﬂhh"&‘. o

g _d3 8 & 3

=2 5.
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187 .
;:- »’;T . In the mountain districts in the villages the houses are run one into the l
. : other under one fat roof, so that the village looks like
oy ik m'm{lh‘;"“ of moun-  ,ua house, although in reality it contains several, This |
. 5 gives better protection against tha winter eold,

In the winter cows, sheep, and animals are crowded in, and give an addi-

l‘ﬂfmh tiona] warmth, and keep the temperature above freezing point.

! Entering by the low door, immediately to the left, is a large room with &
k. low roof of thick rafters supported by uprights at intervals. Over the rafters

[LTER were fascines and two feet of clay. There was one small hole for ventilation,

i

W This room was intended for cows and sheep,
.ML':‘:W A little farther along the passage, barely 8 feet wide and roofed over,
vhck iy was ndoor opening into the living room of one family. It was about 25

o gy feet square, and lighted only by a hole 2 feet square in the roof; and the
ol roof wus slightly raised in the centre and supported by wooden uprights. |

Pl ey In the floor was the oven, and the heat and smoke inside at this time of
o shid e year was stifling.

e, vie In one corner was a large brick vat for holding water in the winter to pre-
ol vent its baing frozen,

The walls of the honse were built of slaty shale and turf sods, Further

, 0l il

lley na_a:;, along the passage were other doors leading into the houses of other families.

w, ad ey g'he vﬂlﬁges are usually situsted in sheltered positions at the bottom of the
: cep valleys,

e e » The Kurd nomad tribss in the mountains usually quarcer themselves in the

phitrgrag Nestorian villages for the winter,

vyl y 11th July.—(General direction B.N.E, Left Merwanen (8,005°) following

b e a broad well.defined track over undulating clay hills. Several fields of millet

e sk o8 and sesame were passed and quantities of gnog hay still uncut.

Stian.—At 2% miles d Stian, 0 small Nestorian village, at the head

magE of a grassy valley similarly situated to Merwanen, -~
T fighe e At 44 miles erossed a small spur (8,000'), snd descended a wide grassy et
i, ik 3 “ll%.l!allowing a small stream. . K
- 1 white and red elover, ryegrass, two small kinds of veteh, and \
i numerous English flowers and grasses grew in great ahyndance. ———
o th kil There were numerous springs in the hillside, and district looks as if it
i e, would support a very much larger population. Ouly a few cattle and shesp
 Flae b v were seen.
ik goee g Sekunis.—At 7+ miles we reached the bottom of the valley (6,025°), and
L ks croseed a large stream in two branches, each 40 yards broad and 2 “feet deep.
‘:“Ilf]-‘ peies On the other bank is the Nestorian village of Sekunis, This stream is one
o of the many forming the upper waters of the Bohtan Su. -
= Hacbe B A few stunted poplars and willows grow along the banks. These are the

sl first trees seen since leaving Maidan Jashush. A large herd of cows and a
:::; wla? few water buffaloes were grazing by the stream bank.
i Several tracks lead up and down the valley, and the hills look easy and
el e Jut rounded to the right and laft. Our track is a broad elay path ascending a wide
umdal ‘P“‘;igmg this from another stream.valley also running west.

w e neral direction of the main valley from Sekunis is 205°.
o i The gﬂ Dagh is clearly visible now to the west. It overlooks the
o valley of the Bhotan Su from the south.
a0 t 9} miles we reached the top of the spur (7,970), and descended a long
::2,.,- narrow valley by the bank of a small stream.
The hill slopes are, asa rule, rounded, with isolated voleanic-looking peaks

fanis® of rock jutting out here and there.
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At 114 miles we came to the fout of the descent (7,180%), and crossed n L
stream in o narrow valley flowing west. There was n small grove of poplars sigh
and two mills by the stream. pe

A snow peak of the Arabi Dagh bore 145° from here. This is in the s
range which forms the watershed of the Zab and the Bohtan Su. | wrl

The nscent was steep for the first half mile ont of the valley, and then wonnd i
round the base of a spur from u high range to the north-east called the Nishe ]
khava Dagh. q B

Skahmannns,—At 134 miles n wide valley lies to the loft in which is Shahe 1
mannus, a large Nestorian villaga. The remains of sn stone fortin ruins stand The
on o knoll close by. 'This is all the Nurduz district. o

Level terraces, well irriguted and cultivated, extend 3 to 4 miles on either
side of the village. !

Our road keeps alonz an upper eontour of the hill, while anotber easier :
path leads vound a Tower lovel direot to Shahmannus. e

Khurkhursnt,—At 1T miles we crossed o small gpur, and turned aside from ke
the road into a camp of 50 tents of Hartoshi Kurds ealled Khurkhureat aed
8,275"). e
: Tim)Sl_nikh claimed relationship witl Muhammad Agha of Shernakh, whoss |
influence extends over all thess tribes up to the neighbenrhood of Bushikala. v

In winter these Hartoshi do not goto the plains, but erowd into Shah- |
mannus sud the neighbouring Christion villages. v

They have to pay a yearly taxof 1 para per sheep to the Kaimmakam at
Merwanen. There are very fow Kuordish villages in this district. wll

The Nestorians cultivate the district round Shalmannus with oreat care, 51
Millet; rice, hﬁ:m p; and sesame are chielly grown. They show preat ingennity w0l

in winding irrigation channels round roeky spurs on the hillside, aud ubilize
the water to its fullest extent. ]

This small stresm joins the larger one which passes Shabmannns.  Short Har
grass of an extrnordinarily brilliant green grew by the strsam banks, whils pléa
 longer variety, which animals eat greedily, grew in large tufts on the st
hillsides. Several mulas and horses belong to these Kurds, A larzw number =
of transport animals coyld Le collected from these nomads in ease of nocessity, g

The soil is o shaly eliy with portions «f igneous trachyte projecting here A
and there, The rack formations weve very varied, blue limestone and conglo- o
merate being also noticed, wth

Two erops of wheat snd millet are gathered in these elevated distiiete. i

Plougling is done very deep, the plongh having a woodsn bourd, shaped illey
like in England, resting on two wooden wheels in front, and is usually drawn e
by a team of six bullocks. It turns up about 1 foot of earth, Itisa very ]
clumsy looking arrangement, by

12th July —General diroction B,  Left Khurkhurrut camp (8,274, ]
ging north for the first two miles, and then enst along a broad ensy track, L]
rounding the base of a steep peak of the Nishkhava Dagh to the right. This kibg
splendid  grass country would graze any number of cattle, but is quite At
deserted. - ]

e dkhola.—At 4} miles deseend into a platean, about 2 miles wide, of rich soil @l

A e called Akhola, wl

{ I i At 6 miles crossed a strenm (8,4007) which fows in a most peculiar winding ey

i ‘.| courss from a broad grassy valley bordered by low spurs of the Vishkava uly

i Dugh bearing 165° from here. i

i ||| At 6} miles pass Akholn, a village of Shida Kurds, deserted in summer and Tt

B L only inhabited in winter. Water-supply very abundant from small springs sy
i
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nrd streams.  Ascend gradually n broad grassy slope, andat 9% miles dip
slightly into a narrow E-slmped valley with a stream flowing west. The road 1
ascends steeply out to the head of this (10,255, and at 114 miles reach the .
summit of & ool ealled the Geshkalin Pass (11,0507). 'There is small grave- 1
ward at the summit. !
Grsurans Pass.—On either side steep rounded hills rise about 2,000 |
foet. This is tha Barajul Dagh, and eonstitutes the watersbed between the
Bhotan Su and the Zab, towards which we descend. l
The general lovel of the Barajul Dagh is from 11,000 to 13,500 feet.
Phe summits of the hills are sometimes rocky peaks, but the sides are
grassy, with numerous small springs.
All round the horizon from 0% to 300° is a continuons chain of high
snowelad mountains, !
Although this is a considerably higher level than the Boshik pass, there ars i
fow stow drifts, and the edge of the plateau near Maidan Tashuch sesmed to
have the coldest elimate, Commence descent from the head of the pass, follow-
ing o valley bordered with shelving grasey slopes. Several springs weve passed,
which quiZ{] ¥ joined and formed a lnrge stream.
The sotl i vich black loan, and the remains of several Former camp grounds |
were passerd,
Surinkhan Falley.—The descent is easy at first, but the valley gets nar-
rowsr; and soon becomes V-shapad with steep stony sides.
Tewo long spurs, with a line of rounded stesp summits, rao parallel fo the
villay on wither side, The grassgets poorer as wo descend ; quantities of
katnoeh and gavvan were seen, and the slopes get steeperand burer; and ure
wow of a looss shale. This is ealled the Sariskan valley.
At 18] miles the valloy sinks to the right, and we follow a 2-fect ledge
(9,610") along to hillside, gradually trending to the left. A few camps of
Hartoshi Kurd with their flocks were noticed on the hillsides, A gooid view is -
ohtainable from heve of the country townrds the Zab (Route X1T). The Sariskan e
stream flows in a direction 125% in a narrow valley bordered by grassy terraces \
yising one above the other. On rveaching the plain it cuts its way 'to the Zab
in & narrow ravine 50 feet to 80 feeb deep bordered by low cliffs, —
At 20} miles we turn sharp to the left along a contonr of the hill and
reach a col (9,523 dividing the Sariskan from another similar valley to the
uorth-enst.
Kenrift.—From the col the road dascends dingonally the right side of the
valley, passing the village of Keurik deep down to the lelt on a little grassy
terrnce.
At 22 miles the path led down a very steep slolpa into the bottom of the
valley (8,245°), and then followed the bank of u small torrent.
Tvery loap of the stream is cultivated with patches of wheat and barley,
and the irrigation cuts are sometimes led for 3 or 4 miles along the contours
of the hills.
At 25 miles the level of the Bashkala plain is reached (7,700°).
This plain is a broad terrace of rich gravelly soil, irrigated by various
small stream from the Barakul Dagh, and extending sonth-east to the Zab
and north-east to Bashkala; the streams flow across it in deep ravines
eaten out of the soft soil. Bashkala could be seen now bearing 25° from here,
*  and we joined a broad gravelly track which leads across the plain towards it,
This is one of the two roads from Bashkala to Julamerk across the hills.
The ather road follows the Zab valley more to the south-east. Several mule
caravans were met on their way to Julamerk, Every onein the caravan was

L —
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armed with a long gun, spear, dagger or some weapon, as the country

between this and Julumerk was in a very disturbed state, At 850 miles

Bashkala (7,015°) was reached, the foot of the bills being skirted all the way,

; Several rocky valleys similar to the Suriskan valley open into the plain, down
which streams run, b

Weather today cloudy witha few showers.
T
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* it by BASHKALA.
This place ocenpies a most important strategic position at the head of one
of the principal lines of communication from Mosul through Hakkiari into the
Armenian platean round Van, This is im Elicd in the name which signifies ,
fort ab the head of the pass.
T the north and east of it extends an undulating open country with few
natural obstacles up to the Russian frontier.
To the south-west leads the main road through Julamerk and Amadiyeh to
Mosul.
o the south-east is an easy road through Diza to Urmia,
To north-west run also an easy track over the hills to Van.
To the eastward is a good rond to Khoi and Salmas and Tabriz over the
Persian frontier.
Bashkala is a town of 2,000 houses or 10,000 inhabitants, most of which are
Kurds., Thereare 300 houses of Armenians and 200 of Jews, and some 50 Per-
sinns lately settled here. The town has inereased greatly of late years, indace-
ment having been given by the Turks for Jews to settle. Fifty” Jews had
arrived quite lately, driven over the Russian frontier. Some 40 years ago
thers were po Jews, but a quarter was then assigned them, and they have
sincs increased in numbers.  Several new houses were being built,
The place is situated on theside of a gravelly spur from the rangs behind, |
and on a stesp spur higher up the hillside is a castle in ruins, once an important
Kurdish stronghold. The principal streets are wide and fairly clean. The
honses are of sundried bricks, and are Luilt each with a small courtyard.
There is no regular bazar, but numerous small shops are scattered about the
town. Good carpenter’sand smith's work is done here, and English cloth
und goode are to be found in_some quantity in the shops, brought from

Trilnzond throngh Erarom and Van. e
Tha water supply isgood all the year round, and is from two small streams
from the hill lmhim{ led in channels throngh the strests.
The Hakkiari Waliat, of which this place was the eapital until two years
ago, has now been dissolved. A Mutaserif lives here now, appointed under
the Wali of Van ; and the whole of Hakkiari is part of the Van Waliat, A
Mir Alai (General) and about 1,000 regular soldiers, made np of three battalions,
and forming part of the VIth Army Corps, are quartered here.
They marched out one day for drill, and practised the attack formation on
the hillside nenr my tent. They were well in hand, and carried ont the move-
ments with a good deal of method and precision. They were armed with the
Martini Peabody rifle, and wore new blue uniforms, They bave a very
miscellaneous sort of equipment.
The barracks are two rows of low buildings of sundried bricks, two stories
high.
There isa Persian Consul appointed hera for the first time some eigh®
months ago. He is a Shahzada, and epeaks French fluently likes most of the
higher Persian officials.

The newer h are surrounded by rows of poplars; otherwise no trees
can be seen anywhere on the plain, and the landseape is very bleak. There
are no fruit gardens, and besiﬁes cabbages few vegetables can be got fo grow.

‘ ~Most of the fruit, grapes, &c., are brought from the Sulduz plain over the
Persian frontier.
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The range behind the town runs in a general direction 25°% and the road o

Van can be seen skirting along the base of it fur some distance. Immedintely The
helow, stretehing to the Zab valley, is the Bashkals plain now covered with 9!
good grags, and on which ssveral heids of eattle and sheep were grazing. Itis ™y
urigated by numerous small streams diverted from the hills, The suil i< sl
rich gravelly clay, nod the chief crops are millet, barley, wheat, and sesama, i
Wheat is now ripening. !';u',,.'
Lying east from hers beyond fhie Zab rises the Mur Dagh, a range running e
along the Pergian frontier, consisting of a line of low rounded summits, and Wep
with its sides scored by some deep impracticable looking ravines. sy
To bhe south-east rise a mass of very high mountains belonging to the dis- " i
tricts of Baz, Jelu,and Diz. Two prominent peaks in {hese mountains wera the et
Tara Daouil and Tura Bermarghi, which rise to a height of 17,250 feet and ::"_‘
15,800 feet respectively. The greater part of the rangs is covered with per- =i
petual snow.  This range was seen closer from the Gavvar plain. Wida
Little wood isused in  Bashkala for firewood, cowdung and gayvan” e b
being chiefly employed. The hatter is collected on the neighbouring hills. and o]
brought in by strings of donkeys. andith
Some very fine mules were noticed passing here in the various caravans, b
and this would be a favourable point for collecling transport for an army. *""TL:
Thie chiel caravan traffic is with Persin. nltm
Some Aveenians hore complained that g few years ago they endenvoured -Td
to emigrate to America, but were hindered from doing so at Constantinople. i
There i5 one Protestant Christian fawily here. B
In the Bashkala plain and st several points ulong the ronte wers groups ™
of enormous blocks of stone, 6 feet to S feet square, piled one on the other us i
if they were the remains of the walls of buildings. =
The climate in winter is very sovere. Snow commences to fall sbout the Tle
middle of October, nnd remaine on the ground. wuntil e
. Clhnnte. April. Last year theend of Angiist saw the nenrer hills el
still eovered. The town is ? fect alove the sen, and the general level of the ._._,._:,'
pluiv is 7,700 fret. Wiy
Beyond suffuring from the severity of th2 winter climate, the plice is very set
healthy. The noon temperaturs mow was 72% and the climate rather like ;{"1'1
an English June. The nights were cold, the tempernture being 00° at 9 iyl
9 Hitg
r.M, -
o {
Routes from Bashkala, ool
il
From Bashkaln to Van is two davs seross the hills (50 miles). Ty
There is o telegraph office in Bashkala, and the clerk, an Armenian, is able “,tl"“k
to telegraph in Enropean characters. Lines run to Tabriz through Salmas - o
and Dilman and to Julamerk and Diza, also to Van by the post road, v
o old Salmas the stages are given by Colonel Bell thus : oy
Milan, H;: :
(1) Khann.iBar ... @ Isthe

= |
(2) Old Salmas .., w23 | ﬂ
Sp— Lo
Torst .. é’;}. ! w‘w
It is the ronte principally nsed by caravans to Salmas, and is also used as ::;‘E
an alternative route to Urmia to that which we took through Diza, Wiy
B,
L]
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Bashkala to Van.

The followingz is a précis of this route followed by M. Binder in 1886 :

ik Seplember.—Left Bushlinla at 8.0 4.3,

This telvgeaph followed the line of rowl whicl
bognded the pluin to the west

W followed for o shiort distance s now military road begun by, so Auvsfvian Enginees namind
M. Alexandre, who wus then staying in Dashkala.

Thiree honea from Bashialn wo ynased the small hamlot of Choukh, and from this point turned
northewest npa bare rocky hillside, the road Leinie stony in sowe places,

We puased somo patohes of groon grives by tho bank of the smail strenms which flowsl down
fho hillsido, and  resched the summit of the ascent sk an elevatlon whieh the baromoter
gave as 10,000 foot. #

A fing panornima opened ont from hore, and wo sommeld to command an oecan of mountaing
tike the waves of sowe gigantie ses which bad saddenly boeowre petrilal.

Thero wasa ozl chios of crests, poulks, and |]\n~c-ipiu:i, all of them quite bare of tross,—sqmo
o brick red colonr ; athers blue, groin, grey or violet

The descent was Inirly cusy, prssing to our left n small villnge cnllwd Bilh.

Wi fultowed n rayino, in which Howed a strenm which commenesd fn very small proparticus
at the bind oF the pass, bt gradeally inereasid Into o torront s wa desoondad.

b recetves Trom the sonth o Jargo teibutury, and the valloy somminces to elese in,

At aosndiien turning of the road it again apens dat, sl aceosn the deltle wan on isolated rock
an which W sitniatsd the fort of Mahmudinh, ocenpying a very strong position,

At the base of the rock, separated from I& by s strenn, is a stmall willage enlled Khoah Ale The
Diguses are for the most in riins, and do not comtain more than 100 inhabitanta,

Thero in o small Torkish post anidn few woldiers lierd, The outwork of thy enstle consints of n
wall fortslng un enciente aboub 500 yards squire.  The principal castlo is situbted on a rock with
Bon widon fron 200 to 300 foot high.

t oconpies the soutlegast corner of the enciente, nnd commanids tho defilo thravgh which the
Daslilealn road ctnerges.

At the east face was a prominent ronnd tower forming the corner of the enstle.

The encivnte wall continnes fanked at infervale by smnl] round towets, but, instead of fy
surrounding the rock, ds to a noighbouring monmd, and fucludes soother small fort on it

Insile the wall, in thespaee Between this mound and the priscipal roek, sre the ruins of some

houses e by refugecs in time of wivge.

The main ontrance gats once stood on the swest face, it an enormous bremeh now  replnces it,

We nsconded the roek by a ronndabont path np some staire cut in tho rock, and regelied the
fonor gate of the castle, the only entrance into the keep.

The gate s only 3 fost high, nnd wiuddod with emormous nails.. The lintel and side picees uro
enorwous blocks of cut stone, while over hend aro some corions inseriptions,

1t s situnted st the foot of a large musonry round tower some 30 foet in dinmeter, perebied on
8 jutting portion of the same rock that forms the foundation of the castle,

Tho doorway being choked lnghds with Fallen déhyis, woe elimlied up a large bLreach into the
‘ntivior. Nothing but thie outer walls of the castle still remain, all the intorior tooms having been

rayeid.  “The sommit of the rock commands s splendid view,

215t September.—Loft Khosh Ab ut 10 s, aod started seroas some bare desalite conntry
throngh o series of low undulntions, Hares, guzelle, und pacteidge were plentifnl. Pantliers wese
aleo said to oxist,

The valley grow wider an wo deecended, nnd the stream which wa followad increased in. wige,
anid reocived sovoral nvge afffuents on either bank. It isnow 15 to 20 feet broad, und flows i
peveril slinllow chaonels,

M’th%;e tmnks nre bordered by furzo and othor shrubs; amd the graes near the water grows thick
h.
. It 5 known ns the Termn or Khosh Ab Chai, and flows eventually into Inke Van,
ﬂwm streatn villoy makes o sharp turn between two hilla with stoep rocky sides which overliang
i water.

Thero in a smell riined brjllg Trern, and we forded the streanm in preference to trying it.

The stream extends to ke  Van, getting wider toward the shores of the lake. Thoe soil ia
Fertily, and would yield good crops if cultivated.

Tn the distance we could see the two small hamlots of Zormuk and Hindustan, each containing
not wore than 100 inhabitants,

The sky suddenly elonled over, and a very violent storm of wind and min came tipon e almost
balare we wers aware of it. ‘The rain fell in torronts for about half an hour, when all become
elear ngain, the cloads tlimppclrillgi ne nphlg s they camo. .

We throneh the littlo village of Rorkieg, and msconded the lnst ridge that soparated os

from lnke Vau. hin elay woil of the aseent becume,vory slippery alfter the eliower nsevnding the

Eirted along the fost of the chaln of hills which

f. B - gy mcem

ape.
Wa resched the suminit of the cof st o suldlen Lorning of the sead, agd the pluin of Yan broke
into view,

VoL, 1. %t
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It the contrs waa the reck ritadel looking Lhe town ed in & wide stroteh of gardens;
to the north-west, beyond the luke, the lofty peak of the Sipan Dagh.

To tho enstward was the Varak Dagh, and to the west was the blae sheet of tha Inke renching
almost to the honsss of the town,

At two o'clock we ontored the onter gardens of Van, and on eutering the town: we stayed ab
the Mission House of the Dominican futhors,

Route No. XII—Bashkala to Urmia via Gavvar.
1dth to 18tk July.

Honra
mirching,
Total,

Sarderau . 0% | 3 2 n g
Diea {53 400 585 | nll ol
Gangachin .., . ; w| 095|256 90
Hassar : si0| 21 811
Uruiin : Joeve 14 1%

This route, which we took to Urmia, is one main route used by caravans ;.
another route, aleo used, is throngh the Salmas plain.

14th July.—Deft Bushkalu, and followed a broad gravelly track south-west
across the plain,

The road follows the telegraph line of two wiras—one for the line to
Diza, and the other for Julamerk ; these rate at Kavmi in the Zab valley,
when the Diza line strikes direct across fho hills,

At 8 milos we erossed a ravine 3 to 400 yards broad and sunk 50 to 80 feet
below the plain level, in which flows o Inrge stream from the Barajul Daph.

Reached at 9 miles a flat cnltivated terrace (6,6607) alongside the valley
of the Zab. The river vallay itself isabout one mile broad, running up 27°
from here; the river winds from side to side of it, and some rich grass grows
by the banks, Tho country generally is ahsolutely troeless. The actual river
valley is bordered by low earth cliffs, which merge into the Bashkala plain
on one side and the Mur Dagh on the other.

Ploughing is done in desp furrows, as in England, by a large wooden
plough drawn by 6 or 5 oxen, Several loads of firewood, wattles, and
poplar trunks were mot on fheir way into Bashkala. The larger poplar logs
are drawn by n pair of oxen—one end of the trunk tied on the yoke, and the
other trailing along the ground. The firewood has fo come two days’ journey .
from the Zu’i:l valley near Kurmi.

Katlibava.—At 114 miles we crossed another ravine near the village of
Kattibava, on a large stream from the hills flowing townrds the Zab.

The Zab is here known as the Albaki Su, because it rises in the Albak
district some 40 miles to the north of this:

On the left bank is a flat plain gradually rising to the higher ridge of
the Mur Dagh behind. H:m.]f_-u]is,ﬂkehgo, Autess, and Argi are small Nes-
torian villages on the lower slopes of this range,

The rond gradually descends futo the vives valley, passing some sulphur-
ous springs, from which the pure mineral is collected by the Kunds for making

. powder, 1t is found deposited on the stones beside the springs,
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At 183 miles the road bifurcates ; a broad track and the telograph line runa
sotith-west over a spur towards Julamerl.

Tmmediately to the novth-west vises a high mountain ridge with n rounded
grassy summit, dotted over with tents of Hartoshi Kurds. At the foot of |
the ridge on this side is the villige of Umernva. ‘

Our road still follows the river bank, and at 19} wmiles turns across the
valley. We forded: the Zab, 50 yards wide and 2 feet deep, with o rapid current ‘
(6,1 SD'P. On the left bunk was a swampy water meadow left by an old
channel of the river throngh which the road led.

In this grew some splendid grass, tall white and red clover, and various
English grasses.

From the valley we ascended a series of wide grassy terraces, At 203
miles passed the small village of Bawis, and at 23 miles halted in Sarderan
(8,820

Sarderan.—This is a small Kurdish village on & grassy terrace. There are
tavo good houses of sundried brick belonging to the headman ; the rest have
walls of stone and mud with flat roofs covered with earth.

lore were a few tobaeco and vegetable gardens close by, but no trees,
Wiiter was from a well 0 foet deep.

Tn the valleys no stresms ave formed, but the water scomed to pereolate
through a sort of spongy swamp ; consequently was casily obtained by dig-

ng.
% {i‘mm a knoll close by Tura Daonil peak bore 105° and Tura Bemarghi
205°,
We had anight alarm here. At miduight horsemen came galloping up
from Baswis, saying the Shekak Kurds lnd sttacked their village and had
driven off all their sheep and cattle, aud an attack was probably to be made
on Sarderan.

The villagers turned out and proceeded to drive their cattle and sheep
with s rush towards the village to get them in the houses if possible,

A party of six Nestorian priests who bad aceompanind us from Bushlkaln
were discharging some autiquated flintlocks into the darkness to the common
danger, and added more confusion to the scene.

Matters having quieted a little, I ascertained that no lives were lost, bub
some 400 sheep were captured from Bawis, and the raiders had eloared off.

1t was impossible to pursus them, as they had about an hour’s start on a
dark night over the hills. Such raids are common in the frontier districts.

15th July,—General direction S,8.E. Left Sarderan at 6 aor, ond
started south along a broad teack, over some low rounded spurs from the
frontier range to ﬁxe enst, A narrow stony ravine with an easy gradient led
to the vallay of the Mashiro stream (6,120 running north-west into the Znb,
which we reached 34 miles.

The actual bed of the stream is narrow, but grows wider to the east, and
is bordered by grassy terraces rising one above the other. Seyeral villages,
each surrounded by a clump of paplars, wers dotted about on these.

Just here is said to be a favourite place for thieves to waylay and attack
earavans, and inhabitants have a lawless reputation.

We nscended steeply from the stream bed, and erossed some high rounded
spurs (7,775") which lay in front of us.

A few trees, chiefly hawthorn and wild pear, and some sfray shrubs grew
in thoe ravines, The hawthorn and the wild rose were now in bloom,

crops of wheat areobtainable in a year in these elevated distriots.
The second crop was now # inches to 6 inches high, and will be fit to cut

2cd
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in abont three months’ time. The first erops have just been harvested.  Also
severil patehes of u tall purple-flowered vetch used ecither as groen fodder
or dried for winter use,

At 84 miles pnss Takurava, at 0§ Dishern, and ot 11 miles Maniss, all
small Kurdish villages survonnded by a fow troes and orchards,

The hillsides uhound in small strowms and springs, snd the water-snpply is
very abundant.  Tho long ginse by the streams and * karaoch ™ on the hill-
sides were being cut as hay and storsd for the winter.

After passing Maniss (7,250°), the road turns south-west down n lonsr descent
towards the valloy of the Mihaila Gavvari river, which lay at our feet,

After 2 miles rveachad the foot of the ineline, the last 600 yards of
the descent being very steep zigzags down the end of a spar (6,000°).

The Mihaila Gavvari flows norbhewest to join the Zab at Karmi on the
Bashkala-Julamerk route,

The stream is hsre 60 yards wide and 3 faob to 4 fest desp with a vapid
eurrent, over rocks and boulders. Thereare oceasional deeper pools, and it is
not Tordable liere.

Low trees and shrubs line the banks, willow, pear, apple and ash chiefly.

On the left bunk the slope rises in a succession of grassy terraces and ensy
slopes to & lofty snow range, a continuation of the Joln mountains to the south,
Thiis range runs generally parallal to the Mibails Gayvari stroim uafil it joins
the hills overlooking the Zab wvallsy. Missionaries roing from Gavvar to
Julamerk in summer nsually oross the summit of the range without mach
difficulty, taking a diroet line befween the bwo plices, To the north-west, and
sitnated about half way up the hillside, are Dadi and Pivkauli, both Nestorian
villages, and five other villuges out of sight. A narrow tenek follotw the line of
I'heh_\':llluy on this bank towards the Zab, and a path leads down the right bank
to Karmi.

Our route continues up the right bank of the river, which here almost
fills up the narrow valley,

The path is casy for mules, and the Turks have lately been cutting
and revetting some zigzags in the worst bits.  This is almost the only road liy
which they ean send troops from Bushkala to Diza to keep in order the
Kurdish districts ronnd Gavvar.

The distance of 3} miles in this valley and the descent of ‘the spur leading
down £ it are the only difficalt points for the passage of field artillery in all
thix routs. Widening the track in the valley and cutting lovger zigzaps
in the slope would make this passable in u short time.

Several streams enter from the western slopes of tha Mar Dagh on the
Parsian frontier, and the country towards the frontier is cut up by a series
of deep valleys flowing generally east to waost,

At 17 miles the valley geaduslly widens; the hills recede and become
more rounded ; the soil is a mixture of shalé and clay, with patehes of igneous
rock here and there. :

Mukammad Agha Keupri.—At 18 miles is a wooden bridge over the stream
callod Mubammad Agha’s bridge built by the Shaikh of the Oramar Kurds.
It is a strong eonstraction of 30 feot span, and is of great use, ns the river is a
fonming torrent, and impossible to ford at any potnt.

From the loft bank roads lead to the districts on the east slope of the Jelu
mountains ; it is a long day’s march from here over the hill to ulamerk, and
the highost point of the range to be crossed is 14,000 feet.

The telegraph line (one wire on wooden pales) from PBashkaln to Diza
rejoins our road hers. 1t follows the Bashkala-Julamerk line as far as Karmi,
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(6,500) is now reached, and gradeally opens out to view.

The viver winds down the centre in a very slugmish course. looking like n
cnnal, Thers are no trees visible, and the plain has the appearance of having ‘
been onee the bad of an old Inke.

Our track skivts snme low undulations by the east side along a broad easy
track 3 the ground in the centrs nedr the river looks swampy ; ab the wlges |
the soil is a rich loam growing wheat well.

Diza—At 314 miles arvived at Diza, or Dizzs ss it is nleo pronounced,
the principal place in the Gavvar district, and the head-gqunrters of the
Mutaserif sud the Tarkish troops.

It contains 700 houses built on & spur of rocky #oil jutting out into the !
plain. Theinhabitants are Armenians and Jows for the most part, with a few
Kutds. '[here are some good houses of sundried brick, bt most are huts of
stone and mud, with a few small gardens sud poplirs round the town,

Froit and vegetalles have to be imported from Urmia gardens. Tce is |
stored in pits throughout the sammer. |

There is one battalion (A00 men) of Turkish regnlar troops and some 50 |
zaptivahs quartercd heve since the Kurdish rebellion of 1581, |

"Whe barracks ave & square Llock of one-storied buildings in a rather fum-

Wed down econdition, situnted on a epur overlooking ihe town. There 15 a
telegraph office, and the wire from Bashkala does not go beyond this. The
Gavvar plain is 20 miles long and 8 milee wide, and 1 ¢could only count 12 1

i
and then lakes o straight line here acvoss the hills. The Gavvar pluin ‘

poor looking villages, generally a collection of mud huts on a low mound.
A] few clumsy carts or © atabas” drawn by two buffuloes were seen on the
plain.

Locking west was a splendid paoorama of the Jeln mountains, with penks
covered with perpetual snow. The central peak, ealled Tura Duouil, bore
910° from here, and wos 164 miles distant. Measured by sextant, its
altitude above sea level was 17,280 feet, or only about 150 feet lower thun
Mount Ararat. [t rises 10,780 feet above Gavvar pluin.

Bearing 255% and 13 miles distant, was Tara Burmarghi, another peak in
the same ridge 15,800 feet high ; and another peak 19 miles distant bearing
2407 and 15,450 feat high.

| Phese form the eulminating points of the range. As far s 265° the sum-
mit of the ridge is jagged, und a series of stupenidous cliffs with ravines
filled with perpetual snow. .

From 288° {o 2767 the summit of the range is rounded, with a general level
of 14,500 feet, and thickly covered with snow.

From 2769, northward to the Zab, the rauge gradually gets lower, and bas
cnly a fow patches of snow.

South of the main peaks from 205° to 2567 ig a marked dip in the range,
the hill tops being rounded with fesw patches of enow. A road could be seen
windiig over liers, and leading in the direction of Rezan (tee Ronte VIII).
I On the other side of these ranges to the west lie the deep narrow valleys of
Christian distriets of Baz and Jelu.

From 205° to the sonthward the range again rises in a series of ridges
with pumerons peaks, all thickly covered with snow and with high jagged
summits. And it looks & most impracticable sort of country. Nutcha and
Shamedin, both elevated districts, lie in this direction. I could hear of mo
road leading through there to Rawanduz,

The plain runs up in a diréetion 167° for some 12 miles, and at that point
a narrow valley seems to enter, coming from the direction of Shamsdin
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L ]
and Nutcha. A broad road led up the pluin in this direction from Diza to some
large villages which could be seen at the mouth of the valley, The Kuvde
build their villages in the most inaveessible places, 5o as to get away if possille
from the Turkish authorities. i o

Nutcha and Shamsdin are said to be elovated wooded districts, but no
trees could be sesn in uny direction eithoer on the plain or on the mountain
slopes.

P:Htt]a wood is obfainable in Diza, and “tezek”’ or cowdung enkes are
almost exclusively used for firewood. Several poplar logs, were met on the
road being d «d into Diza,

A good deal of fever is said to prevail hers in the summer and autumn,
caused probubly by the swamps in the centre of the plain.

The winter climate is very severe. The road we eame from Bashkala can

5 ustally be kept open, if sufficiant earavans use it, and
Climets: keep the snow drifts trodden down. This is the coss
with all the roads hera in the winter.

16th July.—General direction N. B. Teft Diza, taking the prineipal
caravan road to Urmin. At starting kept up a valley with o large stream
1} miles wide, but gradually getting narrower.

It is a broad gravelly tmek with a slight aseending gradient. The hills
on gither hand are rounded with easy slopes giving good grazing for sheup
and eattle. Hay was being caved for the winter.

Shaikk Awmir—At 6 miles the valley has narrowed to 400 yards, and on
& spur across the valley was a half ruined castle, the residence of Shaikh
Amir, a chief of the Shekak Kurds, .

Delavi Gadyji Pass.—The rond continues up the valley, erossing and recross-
ing the littls stream, antil at 15§ miles from Diza the yound summit of
the range is reached at a point called the Delasi Guduji pass (7,680, An ensy
descont is commenced into the vallsy of another large stream from the Mur
Dagh to the north. 'This is the upper waters of the Nazln Chai, which we
cxoss later on in the Urmia plain,

The Mur Dagh is some @ miles distant on a Learing of 815°% The summits
have still & few patehes of snow on them.

A high ridge also runs parallel to the roud to the south, and from 4 fo
5 miles distant. Millat, \\rLuat, sesame, wheat mixed with vetches were the
principal erops,

The valloy gets gradually wider as wh descend, and at 18 miles is about
2 miles wide, formed by a series of terraces snd slopes rising from the stream

Several streams join from the direstion of the Mur Dagh,

Bazirga,—At 21 miles the half ruined village of Barsan was passed, and
at 20 miles Bazirga was veached {5,500}

In Bazirga are about 20 inhabited houses, but it was oncs much larger,
until the Kurds foriified the knoll near it during Shaikh Obeidullal’s rebellion
in 1881. No supplies, not even bread, was obtainable here, so we pushed
on,

There was & Turkish froutier post of 4 Yuzbashi and 50 men encamped
close by for the protection of caravans from raiders.

Like the whole of the Turko-Persian Erontier, these districts are in a
chronie state of disturbance, and bands of nomad teibes maid over the bordar.
Caravans of mules and ponies were met carrying baskets of fruit and bags of
rice from Urmia to Diza. No rice is grown in Gavvar, ]

Persian Frontier.—At 304 miles we crossed the frontier, marked by a pile
of loose stones, on a small spur. At 824 miles the valley opens out suddenly,
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D?:‘:: and we emerged into the Baradost plain. At 351 miles we lalted at |
Wil act Ganguchin, a small village in the centreof it (5,405"). 1]
e Baradost Plain.—The plain of Baradost is 6 to 8 miles long fand 3 to 4 :
ol broad, surrounded by low rounded hills, |
i;a.,x'é The Nazln Chai, which we have followed down the valley from the head
" gy | of the pass, turns down the centre of the plain in o direction 140°, and some 7 '
il ‘miles down disappears between some high spursin a deep rocky gorge. ! |
Ar North of Baradost is & similar plain divided from this by a few undula-
Ity fions. A strenm, atributary of Nazla Chai, flows from it through Gangachin,
- The plain contains a very fertile gravelly soil, and grows fine wheat :
- erops, one crop standing ripe, and ready to ent, with another by the side of it bl
.. green, 4 inches to O inches bigh, and vot fit to eut for another' 3 months. gl
'i‘.hhlw. ©  Notwithstanding ite fertility, thers are only a few small poor looking :
e il villages to be seen on the plain. This is chicfly due to the disturbed state of
P o these frontier districts and constant raids of the Herki and Shelkuk Kurds.
During the night a caravan was entircly looted on the road close by,
It e Near the villuge is a square fort with mud walls 3 feet to 4 feet thick and
W it 10 foct high, of about 200 yards side, situated on a emall mound. 1t was
begun as o defence agiinst Kurdish raids in 1851, Lut has never been finished. i
Thehih The inhabitants of the village are chiefly Armenians with some Kurds.
7 [t s This Baradost plain is very likely to be confused with Baranduz, another
e plain to the south of Urmia,
5 mllm ~ 17th July —General direction B, Left camp, and started alonga broad
of Bk} tmek down the pluin, vejoining the main road from Diza after 8 miles, ol
- The road turns east, lenving the plain and ascending the line of low undu-
s lations, bounding it in that direction. The hills are quite bare, the grass
it o being withered up now, with no trees except o few stray pear and willow, {
EE[ED At 8 miles desesuded into the valley of a swall strenm flowing south to 1
te Mie I i the Nusin Chai. : e
thich we Shortly after necended a rounded ridee by an essy path, and again 3
doseended into the Zanguclin valley, also with a stream flowing towards the
| summity © Nuzln Chai,
Ftom Zangachin erossed another ridge, and entered a brond flat basin in |
i 48 which the Kurdish village of Ishkasa is situatod.  Some “arabas” or eountry
§ menp e earts were seen here for the fiest time. In Baradest were sledges drawn
by two puits of Lullocks carrying corn down the hills. There is a small |
§ i gtk garlen growing beans, encumbers, melons, and potatoes near the village, |
the s watered from springs close by. |
At 12 miles reachud the edge of the plateau (clevation 6,030°), and
wasad, el apened out an extensive view of the eountry to the east. At our feet was the
fertile plain of Urmis, dotted with numerous large villages and dense
urh e orchards, looking a perfect paradise to us, who lad seareely seen a free since
' rbellin leaving Shernakh on the Srd July. Beyond the plain extended, till |
o ll:;l‘. in the haze, the glimmering blue sheet of water forming Urmia
i} 1
1 o Desoend n broad éasy track, until, at the foot of a long spur, we reach tha g |
wi of Hussan, where we halted (4,340°). |
caril assan.—Near the village was a froit en surrounded hy a stron .
iy mud wall 15 feet high, forming a square enclosure 600 yards side, with roun '
ol b flanking towers at the corners. :
~_ This belongs to Sir Agha Mir Panj, commanding the troops in Urmis,
AP who has a large house with extensive stables here. 'We found him encamped
s} in the garden, and were received in the most hospitable manner, He drives
¥
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in an antiquated sort of barouche from Urmia, and usually spends the summer
liere in tents,

The garden is well kept, growing aprieote, almonds, pears, apples, and vines,
bosides eucnmbers, melons, potatoes, badinjan, and other vegetables, The
apricots were ripe now, and the gepes just commenving.

The gardén is irrigated by a straam from the valley, and for drinking
thers is a large well,  Water from an irrigation channel is never goud to
drink, being flat and stale

On a mound above the village are the rnins of an old mnd fort.

The village is just on the edge of the Urmia plain (4,600°). Easbward
to the lake 18 an extremely fertilo conntry, with numerons villages and large
fruit orchards. The wheat and barley crops were being cut now.

The weather wns very pleasant for marching ; the sun was powerful,
aithough the noon temperature was not abave S0°%,

18th July.—General dircofion 8.E.  Left Hassan, and following a broad
track over the plain towards Urmin.

Nazlp—At 3 wiles pussed through the large village of Nazlu, lalf
Armenian and balf Persian. The houses were wall built of sundried bricks,
ench with an elevated wooden framework, on which the family sleeps ut niwht,
Half & mile further forded the Nuzln Chai, a luree stream with two channels,

50 fect wide nnd 2 feet doop, ina gravelly bed 300 to 400 vards wide. In:

winter this ford is not practicable, and the only means of crossing is at the
bridgenat Shungar Ali, 3 miles lower down.

Carts are used on the plain, but only for bringing in corn from the fields,
&e., and never for journeys of any length; pack avimals being invarially
employed for this,

From Nazlu is a broad essy track to Urmia, regehed at 14 miles from
Hassan and 11 from Nazlu.  Several lavge villuges with orchards were possed
on the way. Most of these had large enclisures with high mud walls for
defence in case of Kurdish raids. In two villages they were at work building,
aund evidently expected a repetition of the mids of 1581,

This ronte from Bashkala forms an important line of communicstion,
1t is passable for field artillery thronghont, with the excoption of u short dis=
tance in the valley of the Mibaila Gavyari stream just lefore roaching Guvyar
plain. A little road making would soon make this right,
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e, Y y URMIA. ! :
¢ Vrmia is a town of 7,000 houses with 85,000 to 40,000 inhabitants, situ |
|

) ated iu the centrs of un extremely fertils, thickly populated country, 12 miles
distant from the western shore of the lake of the same name.

The city is surronnded by a wall with 7 gates, and is built partly of mud
and partly of sundried bricks, the gates being of burnt brick, closed every

Lty -

s evening by heavy wooden doors,
vk The wall is fanked at intervals by cireular bastions, and iz 20 {o 25 feet Al
ol high, 6 to 10 feet thick at the buse, and 2 fect at the top with banquette and

Toopholes. It is irregularly built, and several portions are erumbling and
unfinished.  On the east side, facing the lake, it it most complete, and is
il ghere quite 80 feet high. On the south it is breached in several places, and
has no banguette.

Nushy ) Tt would be useful to keep out Kurdish troops armed with rifles only,

il by but conld easily be breached by field artillery.

0 There is o ditch 15 to 20 yards wide and from 10 to 12 feet deep, filled in

1o i) some places by stagnunt pocls. The small water channels which supply the

wile. b town are led over on hollow tree trunks.

2lsally There are several country seats of Persian officials, &e., dotted among the |

orchards ontside the town, and a few well built houses in the town with open
the i | mug?uda and fountains, ornamented with coloured tiles in the usual Persian |
A st
| ¥ Watersupply of the town is drawn by eanals from the Sabar or Tirmia
siles from river, which lruws about 14 miles to the south of the town. Tt is led in
i pocsed small chuonels throngh the streets and houses of the town, and must in its i
wlls [t course geb very contaminated. Some houses get their water from wells, A d
lndlling The strests ave wide for a Persian town, but the majority of the houses are
wretehed mud huts, and there are no public buildisg of any size.

juieatin The principal building is the arsenal, an enclosed builling in the centre
of the town, with high brick walls baving a round tower at each corner. The
cunrtynrd is about 250 yards square, and contpins 13 bronge 8-pr. smoth-lore
guns, and one small brass howitzer, with limbers and stores, At present
{here are three regiments of regular troops quartered here armed with Werndl
rifles.

There are several unenclosed graveyards inside the walls which disfigure
the town very mnch, A very ancient Nestorian church and the graves of I
the three Miei are shown. Urmia is slso reputed to be the birthplace of |
Furonster, About § mile outside the east gate is the Christinn village of Digala, |
nearwhich isa large mound of ashes, the remnant of o fireworshipper’s temple, |
There ure 100 houses of Nestorians in a separate quarter near the south gate,
und 50 or 60 families of Jews. : )

There are five American Presbyterian missionaries who live hern wn,‘h
their families, and two missionaries of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Mission to the Nestorian Christians, who ware established here in 1858, !
Another of ths latter lives with Mar Shimun, the Patriarch of the Nestorinns,
at Kochannis, There is also s Dominican mission of priests and sisters who
work among the lirge Christian pulation of the Urmia and Salmas I}:lams.

The American mission has a house in the town for the winter, an nnothgr
abotit a mile to the south, outside the gates, called the College, where are their
schools, &e,

YOL, I.
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Their summer residence is on the slope of Mount Seir, 51 miles from
thesouth gate, and has a church and school also. ‘They have recently started &
technical school, whera carpentering and smith's work is tanght, and a
printing press. ; :

The English mission have a house in the town, with a small church,
schools, nnf printing press. . , _

The inhabitants of the town are exelusively Shiah Mulnmmadans, and
have a Litter batrad and fear of their Kurdish neighbours on the Tarkish fron-
tier, who are Sunnis, - ) )

There is a telegraph office, and a liné runs from Tabriz through Dilman
along the north side of the luke. _

The clerk was uoable to read Roman characters, and all telegrams had to
be first translated ioto Persian, There is a weekly post to Tabriz,

The town is suwrrounded by a very fertliile plain, mulfai;:ing m;:mu

enclosed vineyards and orchards, which grow fruit in

NOEFR R N great profusion. In the town several of the Lebter
honses have courtyards enclosing gardens, and grow some fine chenars and

oplars,
2 pTl:u'.s plain is the delta of the Sahar Chai, and estends eastward to the
shares of the lake apd westward along the river, from which all the water
for irrigation is derived. '

Roads through these gardens are bordered by mud walls or hedgerows:
6 feat high, crossed by numerous cunals from one garden to anothar, The
raisins (kuru nzum) produced hore are exceptionally fine, and there are -
upwards of thirty different kinds of grape (uzum) cultivated on the plain.

Apples (¢lma), pear (srmud), apricot (kayssi), pesch (sheftali), pium
(wik), mulberry (tut), walout (jeviz), almond (badem), quinee (sywu),
and a few pomegrante trées (anar) are the principal fraits, while melon {karpuz),
cacumbers (khiyar), beans (bukla), badinjan {patilian in Turkish), bawmis
putatoes (yor-elmassi) are the vegetalles. Lucerug (ionga) is also grown in
consideralile quantities for fodder, i

Quantities of wheat and barley are grown on the higher grouud, but
scarcely any is exported, Raisins, dried plums, and apricots xre the prineipal
exports.  Cotton and tobaceo are also produced in large quantities.

Hop vines are grown at the American Mission House,

In the midst of all this seeming plenty and fertility, the peopla, wherever
they were met, looked poor and ground down by excessive extortion,

Last year, when there were threats of famine, the pringipal merchants
formed a wheat * ring," and bought up most of the vorn in the market, '

Famine did not come, so they forced the peasants to take back their corn
at the original price, and lost nofhing by their speculations,

Poplar (kawak-aghaji), chenar, el (knra-aghach), and walnut (jeviz) arethe
principal trees, Willow (suglind), mulberry (tut),and ash (dish-budak aghaji)
are also to be seen in numbers on the plain. Poplars are extensively used for
building purposes,

Taxation in North-West Persia,

The following notes by Mr. Abbott, British Consul at Tabriz, show the
system of taxation now in foree in North-West Persia.

The principal tax levied in Persia is called the * maliat,” which in Agerbai-
jan is assessed at £220,5688 a year. ane

The name is a generic one for all government imports in Persia, and in the
Ppresent instance includes the taxes on lands, shops, &e,
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1t is levied in multifarions ways. For instance, in a district of Azerbuijan
consisting of 200 villages, it varies in each village in amount and in the object
on which it iz levied, The bulk is levied on land and its produce, but in some
cases oxen for the plongh are taxed, while in others both the oxen and the land
are taxed. In some villages 80 much per head of population is collected in
addition to an impost on horses, cows, asses, and sheep.

In the Urmis plin certain villages are liable to a tax called “gur-al-lik
(e and fake), which is apt to become an instrument of oppression,

Speaking generally, the maliat * when applied to the produce of the land
is one-tenths of the whole evop. When it is a poll tax, it is levied thus : Every
malo adult pays a sum equal to 25, 114, while married women, marringeable
youths, and girls pay a sum equal to 1s. 53, per annum. A yoke of oxen for
the plongh pays 11s. 9il.; a horse, ass, aud cow 83d., and a sherp 134, each. -

E’he cvstem works tolerably under fair-dealing landlords. These furnish
spedd to the tenants on loan fo be returned at the end of the harvest with an
addition of 50 per cent. as interest. Thus altogether two-tenths of the crop
must be given np, one going 1o the landlord and ona tothe Government.
Suppose tlie former supplics 10 karwars (1,000 Ibs) : This with the tenant’s
mmn wonld give a crop of at least 200 karwors. From this must be

ucted 20 for the Government, 20 for rent, and 15 to repay the loan of the
% w;';th interest, and thers remains to the peasant 145 kurwars clear for

aril.
3 The unjust landlord 133&]15 noh:eed, but takes two-tenths all the same,
o practices extortion, saddles the pensant with innumerable imposts, and
ﬁtgﬂ!s the nature of the seed and the hurvest. - 7
n thes whole the pensants of Azerbaijan are in o state of comfortable
penury, and misery arising from oppression is not common. Muny of the
evils from which they suffer have their origin in the careless and unequal dis-
tribution of the fiseal burden rather than in systematic appression on the pard
of their masters.

But thers is no progress, and a cerfain amounb of animal comfort exists
among the inhabifants, but nothing more.

Until great modifications take place in the religions and civil law obtain-
ing in the country, progress, 1s we understand its meaning in the west, must
semain & sealed book to the Persian peasant. A

The landlords or masters of the villages are chiefly of the Afshar tribe
of Turks settled in Persia, and ave Shishs in religion.

The * Gur-nl-Lik ”” system of taxation is collected as follows :

House fax on Mugalnnn subjects 42, 2d. per snnum ; snd on
. Chyistisn subjetts Gs. Bd.
On live stock it is paid in equal shares thus by both classes :
Foreash buffalo ... e 3 kmns (2s. 64)
1 kran 10 shahis (1. 32.)

For a cow vou

For a mare - e v 8 lomns (26 64.)

For a sheep "o w10 shohis (5d.)

Fur o donkey P e - 1 keran 10 ghahis (1o 3d0)

In Urmia " we 20 shabis =1 kmn =104

Tn addition to this, all Christian malesabove 15 years of age pay a poll-tax
in lien of military service amounting to & krans (4s. 2d.) per annum.

The landlord is responsible to Government for the collection of taxes,
either Musalman or Christian, to the amount which every village is assessed ;
the fixed amount claimed annoally being entered in the Government register,
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The tenant, on the other hand, is responsible for the due discharge of the
imposts to the landlord, upon whose individual character it wholly depends
whether a system, which in principle scems equitable enough, can be converted
into an instrument of oppression.

Nearthe American Mission Collage were two villages, one Musalman and
the other Christinn, each of about 15 houses, and both under the same landlord,
In both of them the landlord provided the seed for sowing. The annual pro-
duce was 50 karwars of wheat, '

The Goyernment imposts amonnted to 5 keons per karwar, and the total
taxes would be therefore nhout £5 tomnns per annum,

Putting the population at 75, the annnal tax would amount to individually
3 tomans or £1-5-0. Christians and Musalmans were hers subjected to un
analogous system, but the Musalmans ware favoured thus » Instead of :
ing literally tothe torms of the agresmant regavding the distribution of seed,
the landlord sometimes allowed the Musalmun tenants to sow s few nores with
his own seed, nnd appropriate two shares of the erop ; whereas a similar induls
gence is never shown to the Christian, who is kept to the letter of the law,

After visiting several villages on the plain, the Christians seemed more
prosperous thau the Musalmans; but being eonsiderably in the minority, they
veere Jess able fo make a successful stand aguinst an oppressive landlord than

~ In sompo of the villages on the Nazlu Chai the landlords resort largely to
forced labour in the caltivation of their vineyards and cornfields,

The labourers, who are both Musalman and Christiun, receive no
niary remuneration, and rarely a morsel of food, hesides baing beaten, as fre-
quent nomplaints seem to show. Itappears that more Christians than Musal-
muns are pressed into this serviee, -

The oppressive system resorted to for tha collection of taxes, where the
master of the village is a man of unscrupulous character, and the eorruption
of the sources of justice, are evils which form the common heritage of Chris-
tian and Mnsalman,

As the result of class prejudices, the Christiang are offen unable to bring -

their produce for sale, the Musalmans refusi og to buy it. In consequence of
their being on the border Jand between two wenk ill-governed states, the
citizens of Urmia and the whole population of its plain are liable to

“incessant Kurdish raids, which render life and property more insecure than

in any other part of the empire.
Aunother gripvance is the Jedid-ul-Tslam law. By this, if one member
of a Christian family embrace Islamism, he orshe becomes entitled to the
roperty of the family ; and by the word family not only father and mother,
ut collateral branches are included, It is seldom that o Christian apostatises
under the law; but a gonng Musalman may seduce or foreibly abduct a
Christian girl of well-to-do family, and declare that she has become a Musal-
man, and thus claim all the property,
1f the girl has not really deserted her religion, it is easy to get another
to personate her, as she can ouly be produced in court veiled,
The testimony of a Christian in the country is not veceived in a court of
justice any more than in Turkey. Turkey has admitted it in prinei
y the promulgation of various Imperial Aatts ovdering that there is to
no difference mada between the two races, and the iumpm powers huve
thus o solid basis to work upon, by which they are entitled to demand
as a right the complete religious and civil emancipation of all the Christian
populations. The Shah might be induced to wet in the sune manuer,
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? iy Although the Nestorians pay a speciul exemption poll-fax from military 'l
l:! ey service, the authorities have bagun lately to make them serve us musicians in "
iy | the bands. I

It is customary for the Nestorians to resort every year to Russia. Some i
Wy ohiain work at Tillis and other parts of the Caucasus ns day-labourers and |

Ve g artisans, while others confine themselves purely to Legging, visiting Moscow

Yy and St. Petersburg for this purpose. i ¥
There is probably no race in the world who are snch persistent mendicants,

d gy and they appear to do n thriving business at it.

wral 1t is computed that 5,000 Nestorians annuslly visit Russia, and that from

Vindiitgy 800 o 500 go for begging, the remainder for work., Begging brings in an

feled by annual income of £4,000, and work £100,000, .
tind g They are religved or robbed of a large portion of their gains on their
o ol seburn to Persian soil by the Kurds, who dre government guards, placed osten-
1 ke sibly to check brigandage.
:[mi]u‘;i
ELI'L Urmia Plain, |
anir, ¢ The plain of Urmia strotches north and south along the west shore of the |
ndlaed du Tnke for 50 miles, and west for 15 to 20 miles. It is thickly dotted over with

villages, numbering some 550, of which 200 are Christian, Nestorian, and
tlarmelr Armenian, and the remuinder Musalman. The majority of the Musalmans

are Shiahs of Turkish extraction, talking the Turkish language. The large
e Turkish tribe of Kampapalk (Biack Hats) settled here and in Suldnz. '
fon, e Boupding the plain on the wast is ‘a range of rounded hills rising from
o Mo 8,000/10 4,000 fect ubove the level of the lnke.

Beyond this, along the Turkish frantier, forming a higher and parallel

wher fis Jine of hills, are the lofty ranges culminating in the Shaikh Iwa peak above

wrrmption Ushnu, and the peaks above Gavvar aud the Mur Dagh. Ly
of Chrse Bot’wgan lshasI:;ent.wo lines of hills are a geries of clevated valleys, the prin- %

cipal being Mergavvar, Tergavvar, and Baradost.

BRITISH
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i ring Beyond the froutier are a line of still more elevated valleys among the
g bigher ranges, Nutchi, Shemisden or Shamedin, and Gavvar.
sintes, s To the south of the Urmia plain is Mount Seir or the Kuh-i-8eri, and a
o lble ¥ long eastward spur from it separates the Urmoin from the Baranduz plain.
seture South of Bamnduz along the southern shores of the lake, is Sulduz
jilain watered by the Jerratu Su, a large stream flowing also through the
¢ mem {Mmu plain and rising the frontier ranges. Baranduz plain is watered by o
(el o e strenm called the Baranduz Chai from the same hills.
e The plain to the north of Urmia is ail known as Anzal, and it merges
sy into the extensive plain of Salmas at the north-west extremity of the
Iy it Jake, Mergavvar, Terguvvar, and Baradost contain fertile soil, Lut are bt
v little cultivated owing to the unsettled stateof the frontier districts. Two
crops of wheat in one year can be obtained there : the first sown in April, and

e cut'in August, and snother sown in June, and cut in October.
i The Suhar or Urmia Chai and the Nazla Chaiare the principal rivers of

it the Urmis plain. They rise in the frontier, flow through narrow valle{n in {
Iinl it the outer range of hills, and open out into the plain country before falling

: into the lake.
e ’?: P The elimate of Urmia is severe during the winter,
PT,J (IS but plensant in the summer months.
A There is usually rain in April and May, and again in the autumn in Sep.
;:.\ﬁ" tember, October,and November. In winter there is sometimes 2 feet of snow
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on the plain, and during the thaw the roads are almost impassable from
the deep mud.

In spring the hills are eovered with splendid grass and form fine grazing
ground, The temperature at noon in the end of July averaged 80°, and the

weather was like an Eoglish summer. The nights wers cool, and the Tyt
inha bitants sleep on the fat roofs of the houses then, :Hi;n:“
Urmia Lake. sl A
! 1
The luke is about 200 miles in circumference, 82 miles 1o and 2} broad, ,Eﬁh
Ttis the saltest piece of water in the world, mofe so than the Dead Sea. :L«w
Tts specific gravity is 1°155 with 214 per cent. of salt. In the adjoining =
plain of Sulmas and near Khioi are depnsits of rock, salt, and gypsum, forming e
art of the great tertiary deposits of the frontier chnin of mountains. The e
ake is 4,100 feet above sﬁae{nvel, the town being 4,610 feet. Bt
A person bathing ean fAoat easily, bul the water is very painful if any "'a
reaches the eyes or throat, producing a smarting or choking sensation. Tk
Swimming is diffionlt. i g
sh'i‘hera are mo fish or living thing in the water excopt a tiny colourless jelly "H.'
. OF late years the waters have risen some 2 to 8 feet, nnd the level fue- 't'{,"rﬁ
toates up or down slightly every year. Thors seems no sign of a permanent A
rise or fall, and there is u fringe of land thickly crusted with salt round o
the shore. A small quantity of salt is extracted from the water, chiefly along .’.j'f
the southern shore, the mines near Khoi supplying tha eountry to the north. ol
There are three hoats, the property of 1.Eo Vali-Adh, Governor of Tabriz. v
They are 30 Tect long and 10 E:oad, clumsily built, with one large eqnara i
sail, and are quite unablo to beat against the wind. In a favourable wiod slgn
they enuld eross to the nearest point to Tabriz in 6 or 7 hours ; but the wind .
often drops, leaving them beealmed for 5 or & days in the centre of the lake, r“fh
They can cast anchor at any point, the depth being only 20 to 30 fact. i
This is the sasiest line of communieation for the rieh products of Urmia to sy
reach the Tabriz and Tehrun markets, and the advantages of a fow stenmers ime
woild be enormous. ]
At present it takes five days for caravans to reach Tabriz by the north 1 el
shore of the lake. , N,
The present state of things is entirely due o the shortsighted policy of oiiriin
the Vali-Adh, who prohibits any boats on the lake except his own, or k—"*
paying him a tox so high as to make any tmde prohibitive. disin
From tho town is a 2} hours’ ride to the American Mission on the wl o
shore of the lnke. The first 8 miles is a very pretty ride through orchsrds: Wi,
and gardens, erossing numerons small irrigation canals from the Urmia river. h f"‘
. kbe conntry is well wooded, with many enclosed vineyards, tohacco planta- g
tions, melon and cucumber beds, and wheat fields, The finest trees are elm, B il
walnat, poplar, and chenar. The last four miles was over some spuye from a low b
rounded rauge of hills which form an isolated mass on- the edge of the lake, m'“'
ue
Kurdish Tribes in West Azerbaijan. ]
There aro several large nomad tribes, principally the Herki snd She

living near the Tarkish frontier, and who :l:mve Eou{ one side of thabordé;‘hh:??
the other, according as either country becomes too hot to hold them. 1,3:’
Mil;::kb or Shckoik—These até & nomad tribe on the frontier " in Indy
dhm:ndmntrywutorsdmu;mympaﬂym < Wiy
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and partly Persian, and numler some 1,500 tents. They are to be found on ¥
fos iy gither side of the border, and parties were heard of in the Zob valley near H "
W, mig Julamerk. They are the noted robbers in this part of the country, and are
o, migy constantly planning or carrying out some raid, I
They ean furnish 1,000 horsemen, and some of them took part in the looting
at Bayazid in the war of 1878-79. | B
Ah‘r:;i:i c'hli]:E is Ali Khan, now in prison at Tabriz, who has o son called
m gha.
o0} by They are armed mostly with Martini-Peabody rifles, served out to them
D & in the Russo-Turkish war. Some were met in Baranduz armed with Werndl
1 o and Chassepots, which they had got from the Persian Government, and a fow
1, iy were armed with the spear.
ame They were well mounted; and doubtless with a proper organisation wonld
produce some good men for seouting and light cavalry work.
il i o They are Sunni Musalmans of the Shali sect like most Kurds, and are
7 s, very fanatical and bigoted against Christians., |
" ﬂ.gayﬁ.—-'l'iu-se are  large nomad tribe pumbering 2,000 tents or about :
ontles i fl men,
i In the summer they pasture their flocks in Shamsdin and Gayvar, occasions
el b ally coming over the Persian border into Mergavyar, Tergavvar, and Baradost.
Pt T winter they descend into the Tigris plain round Mosul and the Bahdi-
& il nan distriot (see Kurds round Mosul).
iy shey They also have a very bad reputation, and constantly pillage the country
gt in their annual wigrations. They are Sunnis of the Shafi sect,
of il Oramar—These are a smull sedentary teibe living in 22 villages in
o Shamsdin.  Some are nomads, who eross the Parsian frontier into Mergavvar
e and Tergavvar in the sumwer time.  Shuikh Obeidulla, who raised the Kurdish
ithe il vebellion in 1880-81, was chief of this tribe, and reputed asa man of holy descent,
i ki of the Nakushbendi sect of Sunnis, He lived at Neri in Shemisden, His son o
Whet i now ehief of the tribe. N
A Karapapak.—These were originally o Turkish tribe of nomads, who have set-
e Hled now some 40 years in the villages of the Sulduz and Baranduz plain, They
i number some 4,000 families, and are Shiahs; consequently at constant feud
ol with the Kurdish tribes an the frontier who are Sunnis.
Mikri—Inhabiting the country to the east and north-east of Suj Bulak
Tocherd in the direction of Miandab is the Kurdish tribe of Miki, numbering 2,000
¥ s families. Lhey are Sunnis and sedentary.
i Menkuri—The large Kutdish tribe of Menkuri live in the district to the
- ﬁth of Suj Bulak, and number 5,000 families. They are Sunnis and :
utary.
5‘"’“‘.““‘ ﬂa;ﬁaﬁ.—'rhis tribe of Kurds numbers 8,000 families, and inhabits the i
m“;:i .I:;ng:‘i:e distriet to the west and sonth-west of Suj Bulak. ‘These atealso Sunnis |
e g ntary.
& 68 Ze:m—’.l{ the north-west of Ushnu, among the high ranges of mountains,
it 1 are the Zezas, a Kurdish tribe numberin 1,050 tents. They are Sunnis, and
of fhylibs liave an extremely bad reputation for piﬁn{i,ng travellers and caravans.
Haideranlu.—Are p large tribe on the rontier nenr Khoi. |
sk B -y Kurdish Rebellion of 1880-81.
peborkel The following préeis will show the part taken by these tribes in the
: Kurdish rebellion of 1880-81 (Blue Baok, Turkey, No. G, 1581) : 1
oot i _In July 1880, Shaikh Obeidullah, the Chief of the Omamar Kurds, obtained
g'w considerable power over the neighbouring tribes owing to his religious
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influence. His aims seem to have been the creation of an inde nt provines
of Kurdistan acknowledging the suzerainty of the Sultun, but removing all
the Turkish officials, 3 A

He aceordingly made overtures to Mar Shimun, the Nestorian Patriarch,
to assist him against the Tucks, and also asked the Armenians for assistange,

He professed to be friendly to the Christians, and said he would protest
them, although doubtless his real object was to gain their assistance against
the Turks and confivm his authority, which was by no meuns strong, among
the Kurds, .

There is no donbt that at first the Turkish Government connived at and
encouraged his views, and their attitude towards the Shaikh in 1879 seemed
likely to produce serious complications, 1 .

lynstmd of inflicting on nm due punishment for robellion, they heaped
favours on him, and encouraged bim in carrying out his ambitious projects
with impunity. : 4 .

His first effort was to conquer the fertile pluin of Urmis and march on
Tabriz.

On 14th July 1880, the Shekak and Hyderanlu Kurds seemed to be in
epposition to him, and sent riding parties info Turkey,

Shaikh Obeidullah sent his son Abdul Kadir with a force to Bazirgn, on the
road to Baradost from Guavvar, to rebuild the fort theve, and coerce these tribes
into alleginnce.

The Shaikh said that the Shekaks and Herkis were all nominally
Persians, and had coustantly robbed Persian caravans and his own, and he
now wished the three plains of Murgavvar, Tergavvar, and Baradost to be rented
to him, and that in case of refusal he would at onee march. inst thess tribes.
Abdul Kadir finally came to terms with Ali Khan, the chief of the Shekaks,
and built a fort at Gangachin in Baradost between the Shekak and Herki
lands, :

The chiofs of Usknu and Tuhijan began negotiating with Shaikh Obsidul-
lah to join him on the Bth October, 1t was reported in Tehran that o large
body of Kurds, numbering 15,000, belonging to various tribes on both sides
of the frontier, headed by Abdul Kadirand Hamza Aghs, a Persian
Kurd, had seized the town dnd surrounding district of Suj Bulak; that
the Persinn authorities there had fled, and the rebels had moved on Maragha,
and pillaged numerons villnges en route, 4

This was the first news which broke suddenly on the Persian Government,
The forces then available in Azerbaijun were thiee regiments, aud five more
were at once called out.

The troops, which eventually started to quell Lthe rebellion, wers a foree of
3,000 regular troops, with irrogular cavalry from Tabriz under the Itimad-es-
Sultaneh, which reached Margha on the "21st October ; and another under
Taimur Khan Pasha, Governor of Khoi, of some 6,000 men and six guns
from Khoi and Maku, which arrived at Salmas on the 24th, and expected to
reach Urmia on the 30th October.

From Tehran a force of some 4,000 regulars under Hamza Mirsa
Hukhmiut-ed-Dauleh, an unels of the Shah, were despatched by way of Bijar
on Suj Bulak with five Austrian officers and 1,200 Persian troo ; led by

rian instructors armed with Werndls, with a battery of nﬂo}r guns, ;

Aunother detachment started from Hamadan and the Geru conntry under
Hassan Ali Khan, with two regiments and 700 cavalry, towards Marag '

 Hamza Agha, the Kurdish chief who took an important in the
rebellion, was chief of the Menkuri Kurds, and having with the

I:
a3
£
o<

m-<

AR

s gide Ao Sa duad ) il s JOR/L/PS/20/144 1o el
http://www.qdl.qa/4: ~V/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x000046 :4x<d il ki dg8a e (a el



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd &yisa
Qatar National Library

b Oy Guld D G Jladiy Gl S g Cpadl 1) Dy A cile St
£ 8 amiisa . 0 il L€ VAN ST ) Gl o 5 51
s ASY el i gy (g3 B 1Y) Alaal) (plalaa 22 gyl LAY
224Y) 2018 53] el JLASaN) £ 8 asd Lgda Apasall 3kl g
(FAYIYY ) [V F] I AG L (Cpgaill

| 0

200
hﬂm Governor of Suj Bulak, rveslved to join Shaikh Obetdullah. Tukiug a q
iy g few of the principal men, he went to the Mamash tribe, who in conssquence
of a general dissalisfaction against Persian rule joined him. He then
I Pt went to Ushon, where Abdulls Khan, ehief of the Zeza Kurds, also joined |
T b him, beeause of some ill-treatment received from the Governor of Urmia.
] o * Collseting thesa men fogether, they appealed fo Aldul Kadir, then in
bty g Margavvar, and the whole then marched on Suj Bulak. On their way they
g, iy compelled the Karapapak to join on pain of extinetion ; thess with the
Mikri also joined unwillingly. Suoj Bulak was surrounded ; the governor
il ‘was allowed to depurt, and the town surrendered.
i Abdul Kadir then summoned the tribes as far south as Banah to Sakiz to
join, bt they came in only in a half-hearted way. Ho appointed provisional
ther by governments for the districts he oecupicd.

iots a * From Suj Bulak Le advanced to the Tatavi viver, attacked Miandab, and
pillaged 600 out of 1,000 houses, capturing several guns and munitions of
o mmh g war, >
Meanwhile there was a force in Mergavvar to protect Abdul Kadir's retreat, . !

med bl and another under Shaikh Khaliful Suid Mubammad, brother-in-law of Shaikh

Obeidullah, on the road between Gavvar and Urmia. |
ity Abdul Kadir fought an engagement with the Persinn troops near Banah,
o thest e where he was defeated, and & son of Shaikh Obeidullah and brother of

Hamza Agha with 300 men were killed.

[ _ On the dth November the Persians at Uvmia having been reinforced, drove |
w, ad Shaikh Obeidullah ont of the entrenched position he had taken up on the Seri [
ity = ountain, and forced him to retire into Mergavvar.
i 1k " On the 123th Novemlier Suj Bulik was retaken, and Abdul Kadir and
jefipkh  Hamza Agha both fled, and a cordon of nine hattalions wus drawn by the
cud flti. Durks along the fronticr to prevent the Kurds re-entering Tarkish soil,
| On the 19th November the rebellion was practically over, and Shaikh

H 0t B Obeidullah in fall fight in Mergavvar. 1
sa by o Duimir K ban Pasha, the Governor of Kha, defeated Shaikh Sadik between
ol  Salmas and Usmia. On the 20th December the tribes were quiet, and
+ Dol i fing of 40,000 tomans was agreed on.
ok e  The whole of the countty between the Tatavi and Jaghatu rivers was
s desolate, and upwards of 2,000 villages were burut and 10,000 people rendered
i Marigh lomeless, while as many as 2,000 Persians were massacred ot Miandah,
ineluding numbers of women and children. Thirty Armenians and fifty

”;":' Jews were found dead there.
i v Ouat of 830 Jews, only 18 were seon alive, and large numbers of Jewish

el women and children were taken into eaptivity by the Kurds, |
e Indeed, the tribesmen joined the insurrection mors with the prospect of |

" lll‘lﬁ“ getﬁn ] ¥ . -
g an opportunity o loot and plunder than for any of the loftier motives
wibr 2 whioh E Siuasen dheir shists. |
od & 2 ~,The same happened at Bayazid during the Russian war of 1878, when
{ exputeé the Kurdish levies committed the most inhuman exessses.
s . The attitude of Russia during this outbreak is of importance, as the same
e inflammable materials still exist, and the blaze of rebellion might easily break |
l'i‘“’; out again. The troops at Kars were reinforced, the frontier strengthened,
S and o Cossack corps of observation formed at Julfu ; while it was stated in
8 81, Petersburg that, if the Kurdish rebellion had succeeded, Russin would
#¥  haye had a new and formidable enemy to eonfront in the vicinity of Kars and
: Bayazid, ready to spread havoe round Tiflis snd Alexandropol, and would have
o to take measures to protect her provinees.
Wk B VOT, 1. o
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Shaikh Obeidullab’s plan was to attack in three armies—one on Khei
and Salmas; the second on Urmia and Mergavvar; and the third on Suj
Bulak and by the sonthern shore of the lake on Tabriz.

Among various attempte to collect the tribes and form an sntonomons
Kurdish principality, Shaikh Obeidullah sent emissaries to sound Prince Abbas
Mirza, the Shah’s brother, at Tehrun, and endeavoured to induce him to join
the insurgents. ! ;

He tried hard to induce the Christians to join him; and obliged a fow
from Shemisden to accompany him. He sent to Mar Shimun suying his
object was solely to punish the Shekak and Herki tribes who had robbed his
people, and asked his assistance.

Some 400 to 500 accordingly did join, but did not go beyond the frontier,
and returned to their homes as soon as they found out his real intentions.
He also made overtures to the Armenian Vartahed at Bashkala. :

The Nestorian Metropolitan Mar Yusuf accompanied the Sbaikh from
Nutcha, and was in the Ezrdish cump before Urmia.

The Shaikh had then 300 mountain Nestorians, whom hs had impressed,

Shaikh Obeidullah stated that be was resolved to strike a blow for
independence, and form Kurdistan into a separate principality, restors
order on the frontier, and place Christians and Musalmans on an equal
footing as regards education, and allow churches and schools to be built,
For this he required the maral support of the European powers, especially
England. The massacres at Miandab did not look much like carrying out
this programme. :

Up to the 7th Octoler the Nestorians in Sulduz were respected, but
owing to some supposed provocation those in Misndab were then
massacred

With reference to the ramoured attempt of Shaikh Obeidullah to form s
Kurdish langue, the existence of such organized by the Turks was guite im-
aginary, as the Turks would searcely be so foolish as to raise up a league which
would enly be directed against themselves,

The policy of the Turkish Government usually is to set tribe against
tribe, taking advantage-of interneeine quarrels and jealousies, 3

In June 1880 the Armenians complained that at the instigation of the
Porte a Kurdish leagne was being formed in order to stifle the Armenian
question. 1f exceptional privileges weve granted to the Armenians and
Christions, it is possible that the Kurds would rise and combine, and s massacre
of the Christinns would cnsue.

To raise the status of the Christians would appeal to the ignorant fanati-
cism of the Kurds, and would be almost the only cause for which their many
divergent clans and tribes could be got to combine.

Shaikh Obeidullah was the most influential man in east Kurdistan, and no
doubt his first intentions were to get rid of the Sultan’s officials and set
as Ruler of Kurdistan—that is, the south portion of Van and the north part
the Mosul Waliats, and as far more as his influence will allow.

To carry out this, his policy was to conciliate the Christians, not out of
love or regard for them, but to further his designs. 1t is possible that he
made his move into Persia under the impression that the Persian Government
was more rotten than that of the Turks, and that independent suthority
would be easier obtainable there.
m'ﬂaa lscl)tkmu t?he;d;l to b;mortaﬂ: less personally ioyal to l":lu Sultan,

won submit to his authority and pay tribute if he could
rid of the 'I‘urki.nhyoﬁniah. sk o
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Routes from Urmia.
Routes to Tabris :
There are two roads to Tabriz—one round the north shore of the lake, and
another round its southern extremity. The stages on the former are (Routes
in Persia No. 879) :
Miles,
(1) Guehi . o 33
{2) Racshan .. e 20
(3) Tasuj P |
(4) Diza Khalil .. R . |
(5) Tabriz e - . 28
Toran e 132 .
This road presents few naturnl difficulties, and is that principally in use by
CATAVADE.
The route by the southern shore is equally easy, but somewhat longer, and
therefore not used as much as the first :
Milen.
(1) Juiran w30
(2) Shaikh Ahmad FEG:
(3) Miandab e 32
(4) Binab s o e e . 24
(6) Ajabshir : 122
G . o e )
;(:}} Sactarsd 5 w26 e
(8) Tabriz - 8
Toran o 160

Camels are used on the roads to the east of Urmia, and also on the

great caravan route through Bayazid and Erzrum to Trebizond.

Routes to Dilman, Khoi, and Julfa :

(1) Shungar Ali

(2) Guvalan

(8) Dilman

(4) Khoi

(5) Karn Bulak ...

(0) Julfa
This makes a total distance of 128 miles to J

TRussian frontier. It is an easy road all the Way,

of the Araxes river,

Routes to Bashkala.

Miles.
e 1B
w308

. 18

24

ulfa, the nearest point on the
descending towards the basin

There are three routes to Bashkala, the principal route being the most

northern h Dilman,
fairly easy g

This is most nsed for trade purposes, and is a

2El
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The stages are—

Miles, 1yl

(1) Shimgar Al .., v e o P 1_8 i;:

(3) Gavalan Ny N P o0 ysisd

(3) O11 Salmas ., w26} > bﬁi:

(4) Kbana Sur r o w 22§ ' e

(%) Basblals .. . an
Muking a total distance of we 108 it

— '*h_‘

Thiz road is usually openin winter to Bashkala and free by snow, .»f:;
The southern road was that taken in Route XIII, and is 125 miles. it
The most direct of the three roads is over the Mur Dagh in a straight :f;
line joining the two places. ; W . il
It iz scarcely over used by earavans becanse, in addition to insecurity o

from wandering Kurdich tribes, the natural diffioulties are much greater t]
either of the other. The distance is about 00 miles.

The following is a précis of n journey by M. Binder (September 1880)
along this road crossing the Mur Dagh: g

Urmia to Bashkala,

18¢k September—TLeft Urmin hy the north guto, and followed the main road to Dilmun for §
mile, und then loft it, heading north-cast neroes an mdu!uiugnmntq. ..
At 6-30 wo croused sevoral Targe irrigntion catinls and the Nasly Chal, & shallow stresin in n

lirond bid chsily fordable, und half an hone boyond renchod Nazi, whore s Dominican priest Gives,
in whose house wa halted. - Wit

There are 150 houses in Nazi, inhabited ontirel by
wator-supply from stredms from the ! g::tnh]s iﬂd"‘.

Catholi mmnnudlthlundmuﬁ__ﬂ‘
At this senson peoplo sleop on o ki farm, supported on poles shove the ruof of
tha house. -

17tk September—Taft tho villige, pased throvgh n wide balt of orcliands round it, and.
etmergad ﬁwmu open plafn beyond.  After orossing this, we torned up to the west, aud Degay
to enter the line of low hills, )

Beveral villagos were passed om the plaio that tind small mnd forts eloss by, bullt myuare, with'
Joophnind walls, and small round towers at ench eorner. They are meant aa & protection againsd
Kurdisl mide L=

We followed o stony path in the hills fn 8 norblwest dirscti i ing ionaily  some
steep descents and ascents out of theso small valleys,

Wo mardlid for eix hours without secing a troo or vegetation of any kivd, when we entersd
& wide plain sloping south known as North Baradost, E -

Half & mile furthor on we W n swall stream fowing south; and a Hitls friethor the village
of Gundervan, a place of somo 50 wiserable huts,

Heape of ecwilung eakes for fuel and stesw snd liny for fodder werr piled nronnd the' houses,
Wator-sapply is from n stagnant pand closn by. Wa continaed ncross the vallsy nnd up the
opposite hillside, where we lost our way among low Lills varied by ravines und cliffs.  Thero was no

Kb
traco of n path, and our way led throagh tall d grass, y

Night ?:ll, but fortunately we perceived tlnHighh of the small villago of Berdik, situated at the i {

hnt‘l;mm of l.an;‘:rnll vnlf ) towands whichlr wo |lmoendld ud, following the ridge of a l.purl;r ; T in

o inhabitants o ik proving hostile an rofusing any supplies, wo were obliged to - i

g ups sidle ravine of tho Christinn villago of Ounssen, whare e olisiuel Todgring for the um hl':l;
A .

18fA Septomber.—Taft the village ut 6:0 A3, nnd retarsed down the valley to the main rosl L™

none the village of Berdilk, Shy

In the valley were some ruined bulldings, onee n Christian church, and mow msed aea h e
mosgue,

Aw wo ascondod tho raving, the seenery besame moro picturesque.  We followed an [ldefined s by
teack by the bank of & wmall torrent, whicl flowed dowi the valley towsrda e The valley wis '™
ardirud by rough rocky slopes with low oliffs in places. ;LI'

Wo pamsed on napar the riine of un ol Kardish enstlo, where 10 yoars ago a ehiof lived, whe ot ]
mntlemlm ':lll:\dn mul;;m! the districh unsafe, path ?ﬂ'-'t

ho wound. amonys lusgo roeks u the finnd necent of the hill, followiii a mire goat ' i
in the hillsive, At the sutnmit of the fidge the barometer warked 9,100 oot uhove sen level; .‘:T{:

vy o i e S md ) A1 G [OR/L/PS/20/144 1 sal
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ﬂumatofthemutryhunhmgd very little. Grass was abundunt in large tufls
i hillsides, A few junipers from 3 to 4 feot uig}: ware seet, : " -
The & b dnfollowing s small ravine, The country seemed quite dessrted, and ne

willages worn in sight.

W,
[}
“® There was 1o Fegulur path, and the teack was steep and rocky. In three cases wo had to nmload
- the mules and pass the baggage over the worst parts by Land, “This ¥idge marks the line of the
8
|

——

frontier, After the first sharp descont, wo arrived nt s point where another strenm joined
Hhisome which we had been following, sud the road improved. Our track kept down the right bank

from here,
1t wns now after sunset, and we began to despair of finding a village wherein to halt for the

w 18 nights Same slight sk of rain also 1 to full, nnd st Inst, at o turning of the valley
s on the left bank of the stream, wo dewcribed the village of Kashkhan, consisting of about n dozen
) mtiinhbim hy Kurds, who lﬁ;ﬁ:d mﬁ although In rather an inhospitable mavner,
%, Kiepert's map ploces this vi on the enst side of the frontier on a tributary of the Cline Cha
mlﬁh while we found &ut it was on the west alde of the frontier on u tributary of tl:gﬂmt z:h.r It ]i; ] I

possibile ﬂm&-ﬂm‘n ?:{:i”t t:o lv.il.lnlgu of the same name.

Vg g 191th Sep at 5.0 aan, and followed the bank of the torrent for sbout
an hour; the valley than grew wider nnd the banks of the strenm moro fortile, ocotpied by meadow
0t e Iﬁ};ﬁn’r pnl!eh:'sh:i cultivation, 'The stream banks are bordered by brusl 1 and at jonnl
y poplar or walnn v
el Sty e rond turned to onr right ap another small vafley, lending in & general direetion north, We
commeneed ascending another ridge from hire, and the grass s trees grow searcer.
?Pkmltuii On arriving ab the top of the ridge a flne view opened ot of the Bashkala plain at our feet. It
[ §s same 20 miles broad, and st the foot of the valley ran Ui Great Zab, now o stresm only sbout 10 |

yans broad.
A high m;ﬁa!‘ monntaing, ronning gomernlly north and soutl, bounds the horizon to the

west il wome long spurs projeot into the plain at ight angles to this. Towards the north these

seeny fo beeomo Jower.  On this bk of the Zab i he snme formntion, hut less necentuntod.

o b Dilma e | The crests of the platoanx batweets tha ravines which cross the plain are all the same beight, so

tﬂm m eertain paint one might sy the leedl of the plain was continoous, The constant "|

iarita nnil nscents crossing theso ravines fmpode murching veey m

llow s b
lean ) Townrds the south are same lofty ranges forming a tie chnos of ridges, the b preei-
= plites of whieh nre thickly tnverol:l n!:ilh SNOW, s g highes
[P, " W'he doseent from this ridge [s along o stony path bt o streann valley, the bed of which is 200
ganla to pur right. Some 50 yurds on eithior bank ron & Timn of ciifts about SO feet high, foruing
sy e i i kind ulmmll Ted to tha river, The current is very slow, nud the stream “winds like a serpont
eie oliffs,
=  The eliffs ually narrowed in, and we desoenided by o steep path to the level of the stresm
::‘.:‘t; and croseed amﬂ tiridge ot the {:mt of the desoent. 2 4 i .
The distance betwean the aliffs iv vory marrow, the rond turning strp ok right angles at either
i v, lmth bridge. Some yards further on u Jarge tributary flows it on the right bank, which: we -
ot e On 6 wpur we notiesd the atiandoned yillage of Kaln Kernni, oncen Tortified post sud place of |
esily v gome impartance, 1n the vulley to our left fows an afffuent of the Lah. 3
5 Wi eross soon after the Zab itsatf by a ford, and, after following a ravine in the plain, graduslly |
ies 1 pmcend until Bashkaly is reached.
et Route to Shamsdin. _ |
T ~ Sevoral paths cross the line of rounded Lills to the west of Urmia, but none
:‘; ey of them are easy for caruvans. ; "
b Teew? 1t is two days from U rmia td Shamsdin a'n_lri Nutcha, an elevated valley |
+ ki south of Gavvar, just inside the Turkish frontier. I
f‘,: The intermediate staga is Mergavvar (eight hours), and from thers to
sl Shamsdin is nine hours, making a total from Urmia of 17 or 18 hours.
g lartie 5554 The paths are rough and stony, bt fairly easy for mules, the country being
pre something similar to that between Diz and Urmia in Route X11. |
" Shamedin and Nutchs are both portions of the same valley, the latter |
il e ® Being the southern of the two. Much tobaceo is grown there for which the 1
Wil place hns o name.  Mergavvar is a broad valley very much like Baradost, and
'*T: v ik it, partially deserted, containing only four or five villages.
| i The road thither is much infested by robbers, and is unsafe for caravans,
sl T® Thare are about 20 villages in Shamsdin, and among them is the residence
it of Mar Khanmisho, the Metrapolitan of the Nestorian Clristians. There are
bt only a few Christian villages in Shamsdin or Nuteha now,
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There is no communication fit for earavans leading eastward bams. W
din. The country is described as very mountainous and, dimcnltm and :‘{i
ih‘::rm%l,ﬁhm the path is go parrow the two people: cannot pass abreast (ree O ol

te VIII). iud

In winter the country is entirely elosed by snow to mul i e
able by footmen from the end of December {o the mid;l:s'o;n:;ﬂiﬂyﬁ ﬁ;' N

- lies 8 feet deep on the annrf plain in winter, : atelow

By the constant passage of caravans that wonld tread do ' ”
drifts these roads might be kept open all the year round, " ¢ Principal H it

Roads in the Salmas, Urmia and Sulduz plains require to be metalled, if i o
carts are to get through the deep mud whenthethawmmuinapﬁng. ' e

Sty

Route No. XIII—Urmia to Ushnu. miﬂ“

'l

= Duxtawen, 1w wrpes, iﬁ“dh

mushinge | misate Total, ity ;[i:

whaleod

8eir Mission House ... 18 &5 b 300 Jarelar:
Chusimlar o 58 280 215 378 nbzs
Ushuis 5 310 555 365 ";fﬂ“ﬂ
27th July—G 1d |
eneral direction, 8. Left the south gate of the town (4,610” i

and entered an avenus § mile wide with a doubls rog‘ of trees on eitls:: sicle?’ F‘;ﬁﬁ!

At 2 miles we forded the Sahar Chai, also known as the Urmia Chai. pela

All the ground on the left bank of the river betwesn it and the town is sninding
enclosed by vineyards and orchards, watered by numbers of small canals. i

The American Mission has a la establishment, including a sehool, work- h:ﬂg
shop, and dwelling-houses among the orchards on the left bank of the river, Senml 11
called the Mission Col‘l)age.Ed A #i § el

The missionaries obtained the sanction of the governo f Urmia, and s
met;lled and ditched the road as far as Seir, whifh th:yru:a as l;m:mm- ﬁ:ﬂ?
residence. . T

Tho Suhar Chaiis now 30 foot wide and 18 inchos deep at the ford. Tn Mg o
some dry seasons it is quite dry, all the water being lad for irrigati :
the g‘a; nm; lnltil Pn‘lmid;’:jr water for rl;!;g t.nwthn. . oy e e

After 5} miles along the carriage rond, with a ually ascendi O
we reached the Seir American Mission Houge (5,%?61'1 s nityuatadns;:fbghr&dm :*1:;-&2
up the rounded slope of a mountain of the eame name, which rises 2,000 foet fhm, gy
higher to the south of it or 7,610 above sea level, w{&.‘l

The hillsides are guite bare of troes, but good grazing exists on the upper -~ 'l
elopes round several little springs. D

The mission honse is a largge block of buildin s, containing dwelling ﬂ.ﬁ;
houses, chureh, school, &c., and is in an enclosure kul. 200 yards square, toaky g gy
surrounded by a hl%‘h mud wall with loopholed towers at the corners. fh:&

The water-supply is from two. large springs up the hillsides. Wheat and Tt
barley grow luxuriantly on the hillsida without irrigation. gy
There is a Protestant Christiun village of 50 lLouses adjoining the mission, inde
and a hrﬁil[;unlm village called Hﬁyde'rlu about § mile down the hill. g
~ 28th —General direction, 8.E. Leaving the mission, we ascended & hw:
low ridge, passing Hyderlu, and turning the hill to the right. 4 h!lu'
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o iy, | Barandus Plain.~At 2 miles we reached the summit of & wide col, and !

g | opened up a fine view of the Baranduz 1plain, extending south-east and east {
breg towards the lake, thickly dotted with vil ages, orchards and gardens. [l
Our rond descends into the plain (4,680°), making a détour to the east ; the 114

;Lmlgh ‘hI:.Tr road to Ushnu keeping along the foot of the hills at the head of the
i plai

The caravan road from Urmin doas nob pass through Seir, but comes direct ‘

* piy over the low line of undulations which separates the Urmia from the Barandoz

plain.
Bt § The antire Baranduz plain is irrigated by canals from the Baranduz Chai,
iog. which debouches from the hills through a narcow valley at the head of the
in, & miles to the south-south-west.
Ab first we waded through rice fields and across several small eanals, very
swampy ; bad going for loaded mules, Some small villages were passed, sur-
=== rounded by poplars and small gardens growing vegetables and patches of
M clover and lucerne. 1
Pl At 8} miles the track led out of the irvigated ground, and joined the road |
= from Urmin over the hills, skirting the foot of some low undulations at the |
north side of the plain. |
n Karellar.—At 9 miles through a large Musalman village called Karellar
] on a large eanal, and a mile down the canal Saralan, another large village.
I The canal banks are lined with poplars and willows.
The soil is a rich black loam, growing vines on the drier portions and rice v
in the lower irrigated patches. Melons, cacumbers, indian-corn, castor oil, ‘
m {4510, potatoes and lucerne ulso grown. ]
stber il h While trying to muke a short cut from Karellar across some irrigated
Chni. § Emmd, n londed mule stuck fast in a small canal, and some time was wasted
e o it unloading and hauling him out.
s, Shortly after we rejoined the main road, and crossed a deep canal by » 4
30, worke bridge of logs and fascines. o Se—
the river, Saveral carts were met drawing loads of wheat. The track of the wheels ;
is from 6 fest to 7 feet, und two pairs of oxen are used for draught.  Small
i, loads ave carried for the size of the cart,
e At 13 miles pass through some gardens and orchards, and wind round the
: base of a_gravelly mound, on the top of whieh is Dizertecheh fort, a square
yiod 1o building with mud walls und loo holed towers at the cormers. It is partly
v imigtng ruined, and the walls are in o bad state of repair. £y
Disertecheh.—Half a mile further pass throngh the Jarge Christian
¢ gl village of Dizertecheh on the left bank of the Baranduz Chai. Threshing
AT was actively going on. Near the threshing floor was a small wooden
T platform, supported some 30 feet from the ground on long poles boarded !
round the sism, and pierced with loopholes, intended as & watch tower for the !
et On passing the village we forded the Baranduz Chai (4,310"), here 30 yards
& duling wide and 2 fest deep, with s rapid current. There is a foot bridge of poplar
s 5t trunks on trestles about § mile down stream.
p Ou reaching the right bank we passed through a very enclosed country of :
st ol !net ! :ndomhmﬁ,ﬂmroudmnnmgbstmantwamndmllaﬂ!wtto&

.

(e i Jundarli—At 15 miles passed through the large Armenian village of
bl J'udatk‘ and shortly af made a sharp turn to the west up a narrow
sl lane withhadgawwsofhrimandvinu,lmvmgthamlinmld, which

: heymmthep!nnbythnshoraofthohkamﬁuldns.

- " —
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A rich tract of country, dotted over with numerous villages and eovered
‘with vineyards, orchards, &e., extends eastward from here to the shores of the
lake.

Chonar, poplar, ash, elm, sycamore and willow, besides pear, apple, plum,
apricot and other fruit trees; are principslly grown on the plain, :

The inhabitants of some of the villages are exclusively Armenian and
Nestorian Cliristinns, while others are entirely Turks of the oncs powerful
Karapapak elan, who many years ago settled down here. Persian is on]
imperfectly known, and Turkish or Syriac is the language of the people. The
Karapapak are all Shinhs. i

The track keeps through the lane along the right bank of a small stream
wa have followed since leaving Jundarli. .

Clhwehta.—At 204 miles reach the village of Chucha, at the foot of a low
range of bare hills bounding the Baranduz plain to the south-east. Passing
through the village, the rowd enters asmall valley § mile wide, down which the
sbresm we have been following flows,

Chasimlar,—Follow an easy track, swampy in places from irrigation euts,
and at 22 miles reach small village of Chasimlar (4,510°), where we halted.

Some bundles of fascines, easily procaruble from the numerous willow
trees, would be very useful in crossing the muddy canals on the plain.

Rushes, teazle, and many English flowers grow along the stream banks,

The people in Baranduz sesm to be expecting another Kurdish raid,
Jundarli is a partially walled village, and thers are mud forts at Chueha and
Dizertecheh with numerons watceh towers.

The orchards ceaseat the edge of the plain at Chucha, and the hillsides
now are perfectly bare of trecs. There is plenty of grass on these hills in the
spring time. ’ s
Wheat, barley, sesame and a little cotton grown in small patches ronnd
Chasimlar. There was only one cart in the villsge. Very few carts could bs
callected in the district, and are too heavy and clumsy to o any distance over
hills, or to be of much use to the transport of an army.

20th July—General direction, 8. Left the village, and eontinued along n
broad track up the valley, here about § mile wide.

The valley narrows ns we ascend, und the border hills are stoop clay slopes;
getting higher ns they recede.

The road isa broad track, ensily passable for carts, and follows the windings
of the valley. A few emall clusters of Kurdish huts were pussed, and some
patehes of cultivation along the stream ; but the country looks very deserted
after crossing the rich plain of Baranduz.

There are several small springs on the hillsides noticeable by the patches
of green grass round them,

After winding up the valley for 11 milss, wa emerged on an open undus
Inting moorland {5,510'), mensuring about 10 miles each way, quits bare of
trees, but growing good bay by the stream bunks and in the valleys. Tt is
bounded by high rocky hills on sither side, thoss on the west being the highest.
In that direetion they merge into the snow-covered ranges along the frontier.

. A broad track leading from Sulduz to Mergavvar crosses our roufe here,
going 2037 over some easy hills towards the Iatter place. Merguvvar isan
enclosed clevated valley some 12 or 15 miles to the west, and Sulduz plain is
one dn; distant to the east,

Aghbulaj.—At 17 miles pass the head of a flat valley 1 to 1§ miles
broad, which extends some 5 miles among the hills to the west, At the head of
it is the large village of Aghbulak. i i
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At 20 miles the road erosses a low undulation, the highest point of the

* ndge separating the Baranduz and Ushnu plains (8,1857).
e, A gradual descent is begun now over an undulating plain 3 to 4 miles
. wide, with plenty of good grass, and clover obtainable by the small streams,
which the villagers were entting for winter,

At 21} miles cross a narrow ravine, and continue the descent, keeping it
to the right.

To the east, between the hills, a wide volley, some 6 miles long, containing
a few small villages, was noticed. The snow-topped Shaikh Iva range is now
o visible to the west, also patches of snow on the lower spurs 10 miles distant.
S At 24 miles descend steeply into the ravine, which we have been skirting
to the right, and at 25 miles the valley opens out into the Ushnu plain.

Our track rounds the hill to the right, and at 81 miles, following the foot
of the hills along a broad road, we reached Ushnu (5,080°).

This route all the way from Urmin is guite practicable for field artillery,
with the exception of the short descent just before reaching the Ushnu plain,
which might readily be improved by zigzags.
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USHNUD. R

Thisisa town of 1,000 honses enseonoed in a belt of gardens and orehards drdui
ahout a mile wide and 3 miles long, extending along the foot of (e hills eyl
and watered by strenms from them. The orcharids are enclosed by mud walls pltid
and hedges, with vumercus small canals intersecting them. The principal B
water-supply is from a small stream from the bills to the north-west, and from Dy et
springs.  Several drinking fountains are provided by the rosdside thw gl bl
the gardens, Some fine walnut, elm snd mulberry trees grew in the oro % sk oo ¥
besides vineyards, melon and cucumber beds, pears, apples, apricots, ploms, &e. Thest vl
The houses are for the most part built of sandried bricks or mud, withl sl
some good two-storied ones built with a sort of open baleony along the upper The el
storey, as is the custom in these distriets, slla
bie inhabitants ave entively Kurds (Sunnis), and are a handsome, fine il g

stamp of men.  Kermanji and Turkish are chiefly spoken. T D
he eastern slopes of the Kundil Dagh are visible from here, still patehed Tae Sl

with snow (see Route VIL). kb lm
s, A

Routes from Ushnu. Al

There is a route to Rawanduz leading direot by the Kalashin pass over e po
the Shaikh Iva, a lofty mountain mass with its summit thickly covered with. i, m
snow, situated on the frontier to the west, ) b
The route is never used for caravan traffic, or in fact at all. Parts of it ‘_,“‘Mf
were described as being quite impassable for mules and so narrow that two g
persons ecannot E:: cach other, The Zezs Kurds on this line are avery | [sul
tarbulent lot. vaus from Urmia to Rawanduz go by the pass more to the Pt~
south through Suj-Buluk and Lahijun (see Routes from Rawanduz). it
To Suj-ﬁulnk, there is one route to the westward leading into Lahijan, il mdw
and from there to Suj-Buluk, and another more direet one to the eastwa Bl it
this, which we take, The fuy
It is one day to Labijan by a hilly, but fairly eusy, road, and another day mil ym

on to Suj-Bulak. Gonpuil
0 the plg

Route No. XIV.—Ushnu to Suj-Bulak. fi::u

80tk bo 814t July. bani]

gl {

Braoms, Honrn INMATO R . Rate per diem, in Smrey

it Intermodiate, Total, Saleniine: m:,‘hr

Aairdy

= - o
Gurigailan 05 230 230 854 regy
Suj-Bulak 70 25'5 485 364 g
4 far

30th July.—General direction, S.E. Left Ushnu (5,080'), starting east L
across the plain. After § mile the gardens are loft behind, and the Ushnu Chai, Sy,
a small stream flowing in & wide gravelly bed crossed. There are no frees on Sragih)
| the plain, except a few round the villages, Thesoil is a light gravelly clay, not 1t 3y

quite so fertile as the Baranduz Plain,
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The wheat and barley crop has just been havvested, but isnof yet gather- :
ed in for threshing. o :
Cotton, castor oil, and sessme are the chief cro while round the vi :
are small patches of tobacco, hemp and melon. Pa llages |
Several small muddy irrigation channels ware erossed, and most of the
] | villages have watch towers near them,
Lol g | At § miles puss Kurishawa, andat 4} miles Khaltawar, both small villages,
byl g and at 6% miles reach the left bauk of the Jerratu Su, a river 80 yards wide I
ey and 2 feet deep, flowing down the centre of the plain from the hills to the west. i
¥ and oy The upper part is known us the Gadar Chai.
Wit 8 On the right bauk several deep irrigation cuts and some swampy bads were
 {heonka | erossed before fording the river. On the opposite baok was a long gravelly ;
o | mound, on !Iv‘hwh was the village of Kirkhlar, with a balf ruined fort. l
Wil ~ These villages are all Kurdish, and they look much smaller than those of
log g Baranduz and Sulduz. ) |
™ Phe soil becomes now a rich loam, overlying gravel, improving as we goon.
i bl At 11 miles the hills narvow in, forming a sort of strait nbout a mile
1 wide, and separating the Ushnu from the Sulduz plain, which we now approach,
o il The Ushnu plain is some miles long and miles wide.
The Sulduz plain widens ont rapidly, amf extends to the east to the shores
of lake Urmia. It is dotted over with numerous large villages surronnded by
orchards, and it forms a very rich and prosperous-lookin district.
All this end of the plain is cultivated with rice for about 5 miles dawn,
tin g After possing the village of Derband (12 wmiles) at the entrance to the plain I
[t v (4,6580"), we turned south, and kept along the foot of some undulating hills
i which bound the plain in that direction. It isa broad gravelly road, crossing
Purts dif some muddy irrignted bits here and there,
oot Lt Gornawa—At 164 miles pass the large village of Gornawain the plain, ;
3% 84 4 mile to the left. %
mor f0 Chisna.—At 183 miles another similar villige called Chiana, 1 mile
=) ~ totheleft. Near thisis a layge rectangular-shaped fort, 400 yards by 200,
utn Labija with mud walls 50 feet high, loopholed, and in good repair having bastions
" at the corners and along the walls ; some with small embrasares.
The fort ean be commanded at about 2,000 yards range from some low
d bl rounded spurs, alony the foot of which we skirt,
Gusigailan.—At 28 miles turned to the left from the main road for § mile
into the plain, and halted in the village of Guzigailan (4,495, s place
of 150 houses with a small muod fort, surrounded by & grove of fruit orchards,
vineyards, poplars, elders and willows, ~Drinking-water for the village is from
the canals, and consequently not good. Water m irrigation cuts is always
e - unpleasant to drink, and liable to bring on fever. |
] : Some earts were drawing the wheat from the fields. They are drawn by |
el two buftaloes, and have small solid wooden whesls bound witha ring tire. |
| Nagirdeh—Bearing $22°, and 24 miles distant, is Nagirdeh, a place of
=== 500 houses, scattered round the base of o gravelly mound, 500 yards “in
i W dinmeter. There are some good two-storied houses, and gardens and orchards
i round the north side. 7 .
A party of Persians passed through here on their way to hawk quails. |
= They liad a pack of six conple of hounds Jooking like a cross between a pointer
, starkng " and spaniel, used for hunting hares also. This is a favourite amusement
e l.'MB: among the npper elasses, both Kurds and Persians.
"‘”n’i 81st July.—General direction, S.E. Rejoined the main track slong the
wely £aot of the hills to the south of the plain.
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Some strings of camels were met with, the first seen since leaving Jagimh,
| . They are not used atall in Kurdistan.

! : Baginkala.~At 4} miles pass the large village of Baginkala, 1 mile to the
) oft,
1 The road is a broad gravelly track, with occasional muddy bits from the
L canals. Several caravans, consisting usually of from 20 to 30 mules and yuhus,
& 315 '.1|' were met with.
I EE At 8 miles turn fo the south over a low flat spur, ascending a gida vallay
I | it 14 to 2 miles wide, and leaving the Sulduz plain,
Bl | +'I Mamashah.—At 12 miles pass through the large village of Mamashah, an

§ a small stream, and then commenocs ascending a valley 1 mile wide, hounded
by rounded hills, getting narrower as wa 2o on. Small patches of wheat and

) 'f cotton and irrigated beds of melons and cuenmbers line the stream.
1 i At 184 miles reach the summit of the rounded ridge (5,475") by an easy
I ascent, and wind along the head of some small valleys, which run down

towards the Sulduz plam.,

Saveral small springs and streams were passed. Grass is withered now
| for the most part.
If At 214 miles reach the top of n spur (5,120') near Minhara village,
f from which we descend to Suj-Bulak, followinga valley 100 to 500 yards wide,
i At 25§ miles Suj-Bulak is reached (4,575).
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b 8UJ-BULAK.
U This is a place of 2,600 houses on the banks of a emall stream flowing
towards Urmia lake, sunk in & sort of basin bonnded by bare rounded hills.
8 gl gy There are some 20 Christian houses and a few Armenian ; the remainder
. of the inbabitants are Sunnis, Turkish and Kermanji are generally spoken,
My , with o little Persian, The houses are on the right bank of the stream, on the
Yide, bl laft being n belt of orehards and gurdens extending for about 14 miles, |
i iy Most of the water from the stream is led away for irrigation and for drink-
a, ing purposes. The best water comes from some springs along the river bank
Ihug at the foot of the hill to the east of the place.
i by There are some 400 soldiers quartered here, recruited variously from Urmia,
Sulduz and Tabriz. "They are armed with percussion muskets, with a few
ithend Werndls and Chassepots, and are dressed in a blue cotton tunie and trousers
with red facings. They have a band!
thara iy Trade is a good deal in the hands of Christian and Armenian merchants.

0 yurdiogs Mr. Rassam, Lrother of the English Agent in Mosul, is one of the largest

i merchants of the place, He complains very much of the robberies and
exactions of the governor, whose action quite paralyses trade.

The governor is a man of about 25, recently arrived from Tehran, speaks

French fluently, and was most hospitable. TFour soldiers were sent by day to

prevent people erowding round my tent, and no less than 18 townsmen to

guard it at night. The telegraph rang from here to Tabriz through Miandab,

Routes from Suj-Bulak. r—., -
7o Rawandus and Mosul.—(Sze Mosul and Rawanduz). Throngh Tahi- .
jun it is 95 miles to Rawanduz and 188 miles to Mosul.
To Tabriz.—A caravan route leads to Tabriz through Miandab. The
stiges are (Routes in Persia No, 372)
Mileo.
{1) Misndab o 29
(2) Bioab i o o we &3
(3) Ajabshir . 123
(4) Gugan w 21§
(5) SBurdarud o 08
(8) Tahuiz Lk |
Torar o 19§ '

Route No. XV.—8uj-Bulak to Sakiz,

Disgswon, ™ MILWNS. - a
ate per diem, |
STagEN. ..,f,’é,}'.llg‘ Tbormedietic l Yok iles per oz,
Earakend . s 7560 26 20 346
Sakiz i 7:80 27 63 346
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2nd August.—General direction, S.8.E. Started through the narrow
dirty streets of the town (4,575°), and at the east side ascended u valley § mile
wide, following & well-defined track. !

The valley gets narrower as we ascend, bounded by steep rounded hills ; the
lower slopes of clay with rocky strata along t_;he summit. At 4 n.nlea turned
up a steep slope to the north by some short zigzngs in the clay soil. )

This is the steepest ient all the way to Sakiz, but by making some
longer zigzags, might ensily be made passable for artillery. ¥

At the summit of the ascent (5,555") we crossed a small col, rounded the
head of a wide basin running north, and the base of come high-rm.mded I3illg to
the south. We got a fine view here of the Sulduz plain with the Urmia lake
in the distance,

Met some caravans composed partly of mules and partly of vabus. A few
strings of camels also seen.  Skirt the head of another valley running north
and growing fine wheat crops. People from the villages lower down the
vﬂl%bal encamped up here, and were harvesting the crops.

is hilly country of rich soil and numerous streams extends almost the
whole way to Sakiz. Wheat and barley are the chief erops. Cofton, castor
oil, hemp, and bajra also grown. Sunflowers are grown in small patches by
the villages, the seeds being ronsted and eaton.

The snow lies deep in winter, and, unless the drifts are well trodden by
caravans, the ronds become impassable,

At B miles crose u low ridge (5,0057) and apen up a wide flat valley ranning
187% 2 to 3 miles wide, draining fowards the north-enst, bounded by lLare
rounded hills. The hills to the north-west sre higher and rocky near the
summit. There are several small streams, dry for the most, part now, the water
being led over the adjacent crops in small irrigation chunnels. A few karez
wers noticed; but, as a rule, the water from streams or Eprings was
sulficient, . : . ;

Burkan.—At 15} miles passed through Burhan (5,655, s large village
on the side of a ravine with a small strsam.

On either side extends an open eultivated plain, some 6 to & miles wide
here.
By the stream is a large fruit orchard, the property of the governor of
Suj-Bulak,

The size of a stream is measnred by the number of mills it is eapuble of
turning. It iseithera * two stone ” stream ora *three stone stream, aceond-
ing to the number of mills turned.

The road continues along the plain going south-east, and at 19 miles we
Enned Sakendi, and at 28 miles halted in Karakend (4,5107, a village of 150

ouses on the banks of a small stream, and surrounded by a fruit orchard.
Drioking-water is from a lirge spring close by.

The general level of this country is from 4,500 to 5,000 sbove sea
level, the hills rising to 6,000 or 6,500°,

The temperature at noon today and the glwe in such a freeless country
were trying, but the nights were cool (temperature 57°) with a heavy dew.

3rd August.—General direction, 8.1, A party of the Kurds from this
village came some distance with us. They bad & small band of drums and
g:l;::s:,dmd later on showed me some coursing with greyhounds and bawking

ridges,
. Phey were a ve hospitable set, well mounted, armed for the most
with Martini-Peabody Altogether about 50 mounted men out
of this little village alone, 3
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flky{ : The stage today is very similar to yesterday, being along a valley hounded q
Wi by undulating rounded hills, caltivated with wheat, barley, castor oil, and |
e & | cotton. Water is from springs in the hillsides or karez; the streams drain
et find to the eastward into the Tatavi river which flows into Urmia lake, There |
i, are two roads to Sakiz, both equully good, one taking a lower level than this, ‘
ki and more to the enstward. Tha upper one is used in summer, and is usually
blocked by snow drifts in winter. The border hills are bare of trees, but '
1Tl eomtain good soil, and patches of wheat grew without irrigation gome distance I
tode by up the glopes. I
o el Akbtatar.—At 8 milss pass the large Kurdish village of Akhtatar, § miles |
y to the eust. At 9 miles we reached the valley of the Tatavi river, and forded
ibee 1fy it near the small village of Kasalian (4,6207). The river flows in a grovelly l ‘
iy Ted 200 to 300 yards wide, with only a small stream 50 feet wide and 6 inches
o dom & deep now with scarcely any current, the rest of the water being led away
into the irrigation cuts.

Ie lmgt "The river valley is 3 to 4 miles wide and extends some distance to the west,
ithom, e where the river rises among some steep hills south-east of Lahijan.
il ety The country tuwards the Lesser Zab valley is a series of stecp hills,

: enclosing parrow stream valleys. |
| trodd Bugdabasi —At 2 miles up stream is Bugdabasi, a village near a mound,

on which is a half ruined mud fort. Down stream the river flows north-east,

ey oy bounded by bare rounged hills less steep, however, than those to the west.
ided Iyl Our rond continues south-sast, and gradually trends away from the Tatavi .
e L_’u&" valloy, fullowing a small stream valley, which gets nurrower as wa ascend. |
m, lberie | erm—At Eﬁi miles, ab the hend of the valley, pass the large village of
= Pera, survounded by some orchards and groves of poplars by the stream.
springs T At 15} miles renched the head of the valley, and crossed a rounded rid
at 5,500 foet. ‘Thereare numerons springs and swampy bits of ground, and t.
g vl soil is a rieh loam growing luxuriant crops. From the summit open oub
! the head of another eultivated valley, which grows wider as we descend (1 to 2
ailes Wbl miles wide). :
Akkan—At 20 milesalarge valley joins ours from the north-west, in which
p—" is the large village of Akhan,
P At 22 miles the road leaves the valley and trends east undulating over

4 NFME sime low rounded spurs, and at 27 miles the town of Sakiz was reached
S (3,050, :

pocg ) People were met: digging up thistle roots and low shrubs like ¢* gavvan * or
9 pisnl gum tragneanth, and earrying them on donkeys to Sakiz to be used us fire-wood.
The whole route from Suj-Bulak, excepffug a chort steep bit already

- '::l; mentioned near there, is a broad clay track, easily practicable for attillery. |
o There is an abundant water-supply even af this season, and the whole
Jdma district, especially the valleys of the Tatavi and Jaghatu rivers to the east,
form a fine granary, yidlli.n% wheat, barley, cottle aud sheep in considerable
s oty § guantities for the support of an army.
i
iy fow B8 |
e 8l
b
[} ﬂl'b‘; p
o ]
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SAKIZ. 2

Sukiz is situated on some low spurs of a steep mn%::f hills which rises i
immediately to the north-west. It overlooks the left kk of a small river, A
the Sakiz i o tributary of the Jaghatu.

It isa place of nearly 1,600 houses, and is somewhat smaller than Suj-Bulak fegia
(one estimate gave only 1,000). The inhabitants are Kurds, with about 80 W
houses of Jews, The houses are built for the most part of sundried bricks, T
resting on a lower foundation of stones and mud. . 1

The bazar is & very poor, straggling place : raisins, dried froits, curdled
milk, and the usual Kurdish articles of equipment were for sale. Pack saddles, ;
saddies, &o., were obtainable also, 1 slinga lols

Persian is more understood here, and Turkish is less spoken as we get - fra K
further south. Kermanji is the language of the common people. Baitis Pt

The governor's house is a dilapidated building on a knoll in the town, Baleiy |

The governor had only a week previously arrived from Tehran to take up ioellye
his appeintment, He roccived me in the most hospitable manner, and posted liagm
a guard of 20 men at my tent. These were Kurds from the surrounding dis- ke
tricts, and were strong built, very willing fellows. 0T

They were without uniforms, but were armed with Werndls, and carried &
some 80 rounds slung in a bandolier,

Sakiz is situnted ot the junction of two wide valleys, coming down 85" D'total |
and 255° respectively ; both were cultivated and dotted with villages. Thay w fin oy
are from 3 to 4 miles wide, bounded by rounded hills. Millet, tobaceo, eotfon )
and sesams are also grown. < b

The water-supply is from the Sakiz-Chai, and some streams behind the % im
town which are IES through the streets in small channels. There is very litile
water in the river now, most being used for irrigation. It flows in a direction Betiald
50° down & narrow valley bordered by steep hills. Syt

The hillsides are quite bare of trees, but the river valley had a thick gresn !
fringe of fruit ore i (1) Rl

irewood is scarce. Cowdung cakes (tezik) used chiefly. B s
Routes from Sakiz. i

Several caravan roads lead through here, Holetes 5

Mules and yabus are the pack animals and no camels can be used in this Rihimg gy
district. Curts were last seen in the Sulduz plain. Bl g

Strings of mules brought loads of chopped straw into Sakiz from the
sarrounding distriets. The straw is carried in large nets slung on each side of i
the animal. Donkeys are largely used by the villagers carr ing firewood, & Tk

Route to Sainkala and Tabriz.—The principal rosd to Tabriz lies through b D
Sainkala, Miandab, and Binab to Tabriz. T

To Sainkala is two days by earavan, The stages are— %‘E

(1) Tekan Tupa, i
(2) Sainkala,

and the total distance is abont 40 miles.

This is said to be an easy road i imilar to that
Saj.Bulak hers, y crossing a country similar from.

FKT;‘;S%“ to Tabriz the main route is joined and is an easy road
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The stages are (Ronles in Persia, No, 372)—

Miles.
Kushawar ... - Lne oo e 143

| Thidh g Tailan 15
| g gy Binab i< 23

_ Ajubehir ... d AN
& L Gugan 214
li:::‘f“ L Sardarnd .., 24

" Tabriz 83
M, ol
I’J.;"iui_":,l ToTaL 181

making a total distance of 161 miles from Sakiz to Tabriz,
" hwm g From Karmanshah to Tabriz, vid Bijar, Sainkala, and Binab, is 342§ miles
1 [Routex in Persia, No. 372).
e frw, Route to Bijar and Hamadan.—There ave two routes from Sukiz to Bijar,
o sy both used by caravans.
il | The stages on the more northerly are—
i (1) Karanon, (8) Khosh Makhan.,
, ol o (2) Tikan Tappa. r (4) Kara Bulak,
() Bijari

E“g dm ¢ The totnl distance is about 95 miles by this routs. On the gouthern or
lﬁ Ty maore direct route the stages are—
baces, i {1) Zahub, | (3) Ustnan.
3 belied {2) Mirza Mirashah, (4) Derband.

i very I {5) Bijar. 7
in o dineis The total distance by this route is 75 miles. Both theseare said to be
o easy roads through fertile conntry. From Bijar on to Hamadan is four stages :

14 )
he {1) Pabranshan. l (3) Kul Tappa.
{2) Khokhurt. (¢) Humadun,

The total distance being 90 miles. This makes from Sakiz to Hamadan
by the shortest way to be 165 miles.
Muleteers said the whole of the route to Hamadan was through an ensy
el 1 undulating country containing plenty of water and supplies.
Rowte to Zinjun.—The stages on this route are—

iz it (1) Earanso. (4) Yenghi Khan,

ﬂ-‘h"; (2) Tikhian Tappa. (5) Ehain.

'Fi{"'“lf:,; (8) Khosh Makhan. (6) Zinjan. -
(R

The total distance is about 130 miles.

From Zindjan to Tehran is 205 miles (Ronfes in Persia, No. 395), making
the distance from Sakiz to Tehran to be 335 miles,

This would be almost the most direct line joining the two places.

“A large caravan of 150 mules and yabus were starling by this route to
Zindjan with wool. :
fo hat It The Jughatu river was said to be the principal diffienlty in winter and

:ﬁring. 1t has then to be forded. In summer it is occasionally quite dry,
the water heing used for irrigation.
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S 1 Thst?
Route to Banak and Sulaimaniak.—The principal caravan road to Sulaj-
maniah is through Bansh. Itis two stages, the intermediate one being -vrﬂ:n:
Miradeh (17 miles), and the total distance is 41 miles, ) . #:m
The first stage is an easy road Ly the valley of the Sakiz Chai, but the w )
second, o steep pass, has to be erossed, and the road is hilly and bad, I i
A carsvan was starting to Banah with loads of general goods, ! pord
From Bauah to Sulsimaniak is a very rough mountainous road, the stages s
bemg—- Milos.
(1) Serambal w 18 Wlai
(2) Panjwin o e e BE ggn{ih
(3) Mama Kulan = we B e rivee
{4) Bulaimaniah oy - | Al sod e
Herlesee,
Toran o (Rowtes in Porsia, No. 405), | wihaet )
Toe piver

making the total distance 123 miles from Sakiz to Sulaimaniah. _

Q'he country along the Turkish frontier is mountainous, and practieally
impassable for guns. In winter the snow almost entirely closes it from 3
middle of December to the middle of Mareh in each year. Caravans and
single horseman manage to get through at all seasons,

Route No. XVI.—Sakiz to S8ihna.

Duwraxcs, ox wizmm,

b
e Tuter- .
el P Total.

Rengrazal s 475 17 17 348

Mulsnabad 580 19 a6 398
Bhakhnln Nis 600 21 a7 50
Kosumn - o s 500 16 73 8490
Silna v iz 880 32 105 363

5th August—General direction, 8.8.E. There are two roads to &hm
the principal one, most used by caravans, makes an eastward bend, skirting
the foot of the Chahil Chashmah range. I

The other, which we take, is a direct line between the two places, passing 0 By
over the eastern spurs of the same range. : 0 "k
The stages by the former route are—

(1) Telaks. [ (9) Baklabad.
(2) Divandereh. (4) Sihon,

Each stage was given as 6 farsakhs; total 24 farsakhs, or nearly 80 miles,

We left Sakiz (5,080°), and crossed the Sakiz Ghr:i, mend{ng o broad
easy track towards the low hills bounding the valley to the south.

At 3} miles reach the top of the ridge (5,830, and continue along the
reck between two deep narrow valleys ; one to the west draining into ﬂ:ElHi
Chai, and another to the east into the Jaghatu Chai,

The road winds along these rounded hills, wi : .
ke 2ide for Aot & milis, lls, with decp narrow valleys on
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wl‘“}! These valleys are well cultivated with erops in small patches wherever d
g swater can be got from one of the small streams.  Wheat, barley, millet, sesame, y
e s tobaceo and cotton, princlirnlly the latter, grows from 4 to & inches high only, |
d%ﬂ and seeming to be n smaller variety than that grown in India,
i i Several small streams were passed, fed by numerous springs in the hillsides,
B In some cases earthbanks were drawn across the stream bed, forming
il by ponds for watering cattle.
|
Jaghatu River.

At 18 miles descend into the valley of the Jaghatu river near the small
vills‘gn of Shalkh.
The river flows down 60° in a narrow valley (5,005°) bordered by high steep
hills and empties itself into Lake Urmia.
| Berduzer.—Ths valley heve is from 8 to 4 miles wide. In a loop to the
WPeiip morthewest is the large village of Berdazer.
b, The river in spring occupies in & gravelly bed 200 to 300 yards wide, buts
, and sk ie now only 30 feet wide and a few inches deep, and an ogeasional deep pool.
Ioss f il 1n most maps the npper waters of the Jaghatu have been ineorrectly drawn.
1. Cinnuyl The st reams draining tbe northern slopes of the Chahil Chashmah mnge

have been shown as the upper waters of the Khorkhura river, while they are
 sctually the sources of the Jaghatu. The Khurkhura rises in the east side of

" the range and the Jaghatu on the north-west slopes.
Musra.—At 15 miles we passed the large village of Musra, § mile from
| the left'bank. From here our path gradually leaves the river valley, turning

. upaside valley by a small stream.

e Rengrazal.—At 17 miles halted in Rengrazal (5,4707), n small village,
oot " with a fruit orchard and vineyard, Water-supply abundant from a large

spring.
Firawood is scarce, cowdung eakes being principolly used, and oecasionally

non branches of fruit trees, stalks of large thistles, and © gavvan.” ™
w| 8 Supplies are fairly abundant in this district. Melons, cuenmbers, pears,
¥ apricots and onions were obtainable.

L

L

1]
ﬂ| «Karnoch” or “kammagh,” a species of umbelliferous plant, like the
i wild earrot or fennel, grows extensively about these hills, and generally
W W ghyoughont Kurdistan. It is dried as winter fodder for cattle, nnd was heing
— eut now.
, s o 1t grows at an elevation of about 6,000 fect and over.
2 beal 4R There are four descriptions of the plant—
{1) The * knrnoch, * like the wild carrot. {3} Halig, like fonnol somawhat.
s P © (@) " Loch." i (4) Bannah or manneh, |
Besides these, hay is cat along the stream banks, and stacked for the i
winter.

Pumperature 85° at noon and 87° af 4 r.r, when it clouded over and
became sultry. Morning temperature 67°, with bracing air.

=R 6th August—General direction, S. Left the village (5,47('), and, after |
wetag? descending a ehort way, turned up a narrow valloy with steep border hills.

| ¥ Tha lower part of these valleys is cultivated in small_patches of wheat,
g P85 gothon, tobuceo and millet. Several small springs in the hillsides gave a good

ngil“* sapply of water,
o follows a narrow el or ridge Laving deep narrow valleys on
W"*‘ either hand and is fairly easy for mules with some steep gradients.

2af2
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Kalakadjar Dagh.—At 4§ miles vench the summil of a spur (6,520°), from
which is a good view to the west of the Kalakadjar Dagh, ng 245° with
the summit streaked with snow. The range overlooks Banah,

Follow n stony road with some steep ascents and deseents in and out of
the deep valleys, ~ The rock was granite and limestone chiefly, with occasional
patehes of black voleunic trachyte, i _ _

Makhan Sofasur.—Puss over a vounded ridge (7,385), and at 10 miles
roached o grassy platean ealled Makhan Safusur (7,745, at the lase of g
high rounded bill to the west. A Persian foroe was camped here operating from.
Hamadan and Karmanshah againat some nomad Jaf tribes who had wandered
over the frontier, and who were ordered to be driven back again.

Thera wora G600 infantry and 200 eavalry, with two G-pr. smooth-bore field
gtms. The guns had six horses, and were dras ujmnd down these hills for
the most part by haud, They said they no dificulty in getting them

along. ;
&'a were received a mile from the camp IBV an “ istikbal”’ of 50 cavalry
and b0.infantry, and had breakfast with Aga Dervish, Sirhang, in commuand
of the troops, and his officers,
The men were armed, come with Werndls, some with Chassepots, and some
with Turkish Mirtivi-Peabodys, and lived in bell tents. The camp was arranged
sccording to no plan, and was in a very dirty condition. Water-supply was J
from n large spring close by, Good green grass was obtainable for the horses. psing sm0
from the hillades round. Mibin
There seemed none of what miﬁht be called military diseipline. The gt
ustnl polite forms of etiquette was all that was noticed. | i

The men had no regulnr uniform, except some with a blue eotton frock, and
the officers wora the long black frock coat buttoned up fo the throat, the :
usual Persian dress.  Snow had only disappeared from here about o month W15m

ago, and this ronte is impassable in winter to earavans. mild el
The Jafs number 6,000 tents. The villagers in this district are peaceful Biaall g
cultivators, and these Jafs had so pillaged their villages that this force was senf: ulrthy
from Hamadan to drive them batk into Turkey. Fhe villagers now com-
dain that they are in u worse case than before, ns they have to sapply the
ersian troops with provisions free; aud the Jafs continue their depredations
as before, having moved only a short way townrds the frontier,
The Jafs have for the f,a‘ut five years made this their summer quarters,
retiving for the winter to the districts along the Dialy, south-east of Kifri,
and round Sulaimaniah (g, ©.). :
The Persinn commander takes money from the ehiefs of the Jafs, and allows
them to remain here, while at the same time he reports to Hamadan that
he has annibilated and driven them across the border. :

Khurkhura River.

‘We descended stoeply from the camp, erossing o narrow valley running
down 259 (6,810, and at 15 miles Eardmhu Khu:Ehnm (5,620°) in a narrow
winding valley, the stream being now 30 ynrds wide and only a few inches
deep,  To the north-cast is n succassion of bare brown undulating hills. To
the west the hills vise steapor and become more rocky. There are numerous
springs in the hillside and a few shrubs by the river bank.

Mulanabad.—Ascend stoeply ont of the river valloy, and at 10 miles halt
in the small village of Mulanabad (68,0207, The river makesa sweep of 2 to
8 miles Lo the west, ,
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""?{;l:i‘-u Supplies in small quantities only were procurable, and the inhabitants are
By poor uug wretehed,  Caravans do not as a rule use this road, but take that to
e the sastward through Divandersh.
MD:; 7th August.—General direction, 8.8, E, Teft the village, eroesing some |

low epurs from a high-rounded ridge to the eastward, and descended again
Lt lh g into the Khurkhura valley (16,8507, |
e Kuk-i-Chahil Chashmak.—Bearing south, and some 8 miles distant is nloftxy |

ql:u::' mass of mountaing, extending west to the Turkish frontier, called the Kuha-
nw Chahil Chashmah, or  the Mountain of the Forty Springs,” from the number |
- of springs and streams that take their rise there. The higher penks are still
didaid streaked with snow., ) 1
i iu'lll We follow the river valley, and skirt the east side of the range, from which
el : severnl small tributaries join to swell the stream. ;
e £ The valley is from 50 to 100 yards wide, bounded by steep bare hills. The
5 rond is un easy track, following the right bank, fording the strenm several
% ey times, s
A Takiz.—At 113 miles pass Takia, a small village surrounded by a grove of
’ poplars and willows.
sl A short way beyond Takis our roud turned uside from the main valley, and
A ascended a side valley running gout h-cast, i
. At 14 miles veach a narrow neck (clevation 7,6707), and commence des-
1 the e cending another small valley by a 3 feet mule track in o clay slope,
3 At 1614 miles we renched the foot of the slope, and turned up the Khurkhora ‘
tiplae. T valloy again near Tawikalan (7,2407, .
b Shahkala.
;;:J.': At 18 miles our track turns south, leaving fhe stream, and crosses o .
iy ‘ rounded clay spur to Shahkala (21 miles), o small village on o stream, /“!
. in a small valley shut in by steep rounded hills (0,865°. Numerous tracks o
i lead over these hills from one village to another.  These villagers are © Rayal ”
gl Kurds of the Goran tribe.
|3 ::Ilp;hn; The Shaikh of this village was known as an eminently good man, whe

b wllowed no traveller or stranger, however poor, to pass by without entertaiv-
i ing him.
They complain a great deal of the depredations of the Jafs, and ey they

ol qu are unable to store any wheat; and if a famine came, they are certain to suffer
et 15 terribly, Last yenr there was o partial famine owing to the depredations of
, a small worm called “sin,” which eats the inside of the grain,

f,-m‘.ﬂlﬁ: W heat, tobacco, millet, sesame and gram are grown about here, A few
At oplars and gardens of melons, cuenmbers and vegetables grew by stream |
uk, Kermanji and a little Persian ave spoken. ]

The weather clouded over today, and was soltry towards evening. The

temperature perceptibly increuses as we travel south. Temperature 85° at

aa noon, and 68 at 6 A,

"]_"-”;ﬂ,' §th August—General direction, 8.8 E. Loft the village, striking south-
fjms s * east, over some low rocky hills, and then south-west, skirting the foot of a |

’ m’h % high range with a rocky summit 4 mile to the south, with open undulating

| S country 3 miles to the north. A high peak,n part of the Chahil Chashmah

e 90 range, bears 276° from here. At 4 miles, after crossing a succession of

clay spurs (7,3807) from the ridge to the left, we entered a narrow valle
W rlu‘;” with a large stream from the Darragawan pass, The path is rough and hm{
o= ascending steeply among boulders and large loose stones in the stream bed,
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By removing the loose stones and a few houlders, a good track could be
formed.

At 6% miles the rond improves, and the valley widens 3 miles to the
west. Ina direction 245° is a peak called the Kuh-i-Musjid Mirza, with
a jagged rocky summit strenked with snow. To the east the hills become
more rounded and lower.

The tall rank grass by the stream was being eut by the villagers for winter
fodder.

Darragawan Pass—At 9% miles reach o rounded col at the summit of
the Darragawan Puss (8,270°).  The principal mass of the Chahil Chashmah
bears £0>% and the summits are from 10,000 to 10,600 feet above sea lovel,
Descend steeply following a narrow stony ravine, and at 11§ miles pass
throngh Coar (7,190°), surrounded by a few poplars and a vineyard.

Shortly after emerged on a wide undulating plain, through which flow
several small streams 1n an easterly direction. f

Koswma.—At 16 miles resched a small grassy platean called Kosuma
(7,155'), on which was & small camp of Kurds grazing their flocks.

Extending 10 miles to the east is the same undulating conniry, watered
by several streams, which unite to form the upper walers of the Kizil Uzen,
which discharges iteelf into the Caspinn, In the Chahil Chashmah range
several important rivers rise, viz, Jaghatu, Khorkhura, Kizil Uszen, largs
tributaries of (he Diala and Lesser Zab and it is the highest koot of hills at
this part of the frontier,

Ghimzil,—Bearing 647, and 11 miles off on a low range of hills is Ghizmil,
a villuge of 500 houses of Gerou Kurds. Bearing 113°% 123° and 147°
vespectively were thres isolated conical peaks in ﬂmﬁuw range bordering the
plain bebind the village,

Bearing 30° wus the most eastern of the spurs of the Chahil Chashmah,
which then died away in some low hills.

Bearing 287° was o conical peak of the Kuh-i-Chahil Chashmah streaked
with snow, and 301° is the eastern edge of the Kubei-Musjid Mirzu.

A plan of the typieal Kurdish tent is shown here, and
gives an idea of what the interior of the black blanket
tents of these nomads is like.

At one end is the diwankhana or verandal spread with
rugs and carpets and meant to receive visitors, &e.

c G A is the women's apartment, B is for the children, €
is the kitchen with I.’l: oven dag in the ground, ehurn,
D fireplace, &e.

D was occnpied by the Shaikh’s son and his family.

E was occupied by eight calves and three lumbs, too
young to be sent out grazing. .
| F 15 s manger and trough of mud, where the horses
Doar, stood.

G is where guns, saddles, &e.,are placed.

These sections inside the tent are partitioned off by strips of reed matting
woven with patterns in coloured worsteds. Kermanji is the only langnage
here, but is quite a different dialect from that spoken by the Hartoshi and
other Kurds farther north.

Good grazing is found by the small nEring's and streams,

Bth August.—General direction, S.8.E. Left camp (7,155, avd started
south-east over an undulating country, following a small stream, and at 93
miles passed Firaba (7,0007), where we left the valley and ascendsd a flat spur

Vernnidah.

A B

E
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Loy ' by & broad easy track, Small donkey caravans were met collecting  gayvan e
s for firewood. |
ﬁ!_j" ‘ The road descends along the side of a rounded spur, with a well eultivated
l I:‘ : valley to the east. Wheat, barley, cotton, and ecastor oil were the principal

| crops; irrigated by the numerous springs from the hillsides,

e Duisam.—At 204 miles passed throngh Daisah (5,7607), where a road from
o Sulaimaniah through Panjwin joins in from the west (see Colonel Gernrd’s
Kurdistan).

ﬁ:mh" Duisah is on the edge of a stream fowing east townrds the Kizil Uzen,
e and the valley is filled with orchards and vineyards. In the divection of

L Hamadan are some high rounded ridges.

l”"-“ e The conntry from here to Sihma contains a rich soil, the npper slopes grow-
e ing cereals, and the valleys fruits and grapes. From Duisah a succession
Wit of deep valleysand low ridges and an open hilly country is crossed, until, at

32 miles, Sihna is reached (5,000,

This route from Sakiz is difficult for guns owing to the many deep ravines,
with steep dscents and descents, to be gone over.

There is an easicr route msking a détour to the east throngh Divandereh,
which would be easier for troops. Our road would be of little use except as
an alternative route for pack transport and for bringing in forage and supplies
from the district through which it passes.

The road is elosed by snow during the winter for four months from the
. middle of December to the middle of April, and in the more severs seasons
it Ghins for longer,—for five or six months.

* ol I
Jndering th

| Chashmal, §

ah shrrabel i
1!.‘1.1.
W bore,

ack: bl

&

da gide e Sa dad ) 1 il 8 [OR/L/PS/20/144 (e <l
http://www.qdl.ga/4z »l/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00005d 4z il jhad 458 e (ya se!



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/archive/81055/vdc_100035451480.0x00005d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

@ s
Qatar National Library . . - p4 p g =
oy » oy N - Cod (1]
@ Oty @ D e Jladiy Qi S g Gl 11 Dy (& e Sdaiia)
£ 8 cJamign ) adlal) LS Y AAA agis) ) Ja ol (pe B340
GRSl Oaall Ll g g (g pm RS 1 gV Alaal)  (lalaea 2o g ) L)
220Y) 2 3 313) el JLATAN) £ Dhapdi \ga Apaisall 3kl g
(FAYIYAF) [BY €] "VAS . (yaailly
R |
(I
i }
|
| | {
| - Thie
. i
} i ' SIHNA. ;!:lﬂll
i This i a town of 5,000 houses nnd kome 25,000 inhabitants i)
i (R nlbuil;lubo}t. i miles diameter, shut in by steep ro:ntled 111?1;:, ;nt;‘o;c:l‘::t:i:; ‘\;""f:
| the valley of a stream, which forms the upper waters of the Ab-i-Sirwan 4
'l' 31:11&‘1:*1:%:. ‘tThBl sur,rouuding hills so enclose it that it is shut out ﬁo:: mﬁ':
ew until quite close,
i It is a flourishing place and the houses ars built of sundried bricks, for tha i &
:]nust part with some larger ones of burnt brick. There are 300 houses of Smw.f
‘. " ews and 80 of Papal Chaldeans under a Bishop appointed from Mosul,
Hipe pris‘:‘ts]]{t‘ommh?w h[ohc Mission has flourished here for some time conducted by ”;:E
1 rom osul.
I I* : The governor at present is Farhand Mirza, a cousin of the Shal, who has gt
I i eousu:lemble mﬁuen’ce in the district, and suppresses lawlessness well, A ADthe
| |[ Turkish Consul resides here also. The governor’s palaceis a fine buildin Iy b
N situated on a knoll overlooking the town, Two regiments are quarterad baf«; e}
f | with four guns, numbering about 800 men, The barracks are on some risin: Bein 2
a rln Efﬂ‘if‘;i to the north-west of the town, 2 el
1l Ahe water-supply is from springs and karezesin the valley above the town, l ftft
| ! Th: place is surrounded by g.ﬂ:ms and orchards, irrigated by numetous caunls, . | bihb|
I ! ;gl < g:;or::;g z:r; a:rwmt,dpln_mé Ppeach, l;ﬂpl(!‘ sltlnd eh?‘rry tre«mh abundantly, h::;
| 4 r ow and winding, paved with rough stones, but the hazar |
il is a well supplied one. The carpets sero are consid‘e“rgi to be t.}:e hest in W?m The b
I i Persia, and are the principal local product. They are exported through Kar- Bgtdad w
| I manghah to Baghdad, and thence to England. Wool gum tmgm::gh and Iud1V
| | y | gall nuts are collected from the mountainons districts to the west Y
" . Saddles, both for riding and pack snimals, Kurdish felt eaps various des-
o criptions of dried fruits aud raisins, ourdled milk, shoes and belts made in
f ;3:: bm;geml cc‘r)loure‘utl leather work were also among the articles in the buzar,
: o rid?::;; h:r::“:l l:irs z;fn:l-:l;l ;?ﬁa‘l?uld be an excellent plage for collecting both
4 The officials talk Porsian here, bt the lan of the people i =
[ Kermanji. They are Sunis like the ma jority E?%::ds. s . faiing
i . laE;::; :i;agtwo pretiy mosques at the west end of the town ; one built over L
il The altitude above sea lovel varies from 5,100 to 5,300 fect, and the bt
iy :::limun_ climate is a very good one, and the district hulﬂ;y. Tezanigh
| L i hen;fi ;ssiloa?ll:lm: ht;p::ma; :rsorb of sanitarinm from Baghdad, and peopls come —_—
i The middle of the dny.waa found hot, but not o i temper- e
| I ¢ 1 ppressive, the noo; 1 _
I I ature being 92°.  The nights were very ou'c.l, and the morning, from 55.: to 60°. fl":i‘]l \y
i | vy
| - Routes from Sihna. e
.’ Several caravan routes converge on this point, the principal being the ! :EF.’::E
* ’I gﬁ:’:?g;j sx-cmﬂ, along which are post horses for travellers, The telegraph Uit
f'- hl'; Route to Hamadan,—~The stages arc— %!v'x.:;
o
T (1) Dobgolan. () Hamakasi. i
frid . (3 Kurbah, (4) Hamadan. ke
¥ Each stage is said to bo 6 farsakhs, and the total distance is 90 miles, ey
Y]
1 v
it
' ) o J
Yav Aa giie da Ss Al ) 1A 5 JOR/L/PS/20/144 (e 4l
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This is the nsual time laken by ecaravans, Another account gives three a
stuges by post horses, the first half being smong some Kurds at Chibukli; !
| the second being at the village of Kamkas, and the third day is 6 farsakhs ‘
Ty iy across a level plain in a south-enst direction info Hamadan. The road is

4 iy easy for pack animals, and the Hamadan plain is not less than 6,000 feot
i o above sea level. The entire country is a succession of very high rounded
U8 ot g ranges, the sammits of two of which sre 6,500 and 6,500 feet respectively. ' ]
: There are two main trade routes from Hamadan to Urmia—one through |
ek frfy | Sihna, Sakiz and Suj-Bulak, and nnother through Bijar, Sainkala and i
500 bom 1 Salmas, Caravawstake from 15 to 18 days from Hamadan to Urmin by
Meei) either of them, From Karmanshah to Urmia by the route through Silina, .
eondeigy Sukiz, Suj-Bulak and Salmas they would take about 18 days also,
Between Silina and Urmia, Sakiz and Suj-Bulak, are the ooly towns of
ieh, whels importance, and these are no more than large villages. |
[ All the other places are elusters of flat-roofed huts, inhabited in ecommon
8¢ bafliag by human beings, sheep and eattle. There is no post north of Sihna.
attered Howde to Sulaimaniah—The caravan route to Sulasimaniah is through
1 Some iy Punjwin, a large villng_- on the Turkish frontier (see Sulaimaniah).
Route to Zohab—This is o rough hilly road, following the Karmanshah
ore the by road for first stage (tee Route XVII), and then turning west through Juanro
Dt el to Zohab (see Zohab).
bl This road is only practicable for pack animals, and could scarcely be used
bt the ey for troops and guns,
hek inig The best line for wheeled transport to reach Sihoa from Zohab and |
through Baghdad would be through Karind, Harunsbad and Karmanehah (see Routes
ity L 111 and IV}).
i |
i e ﬂ Route No. XVIL—Sihna to Karmanshah. i
s maden
o the buz Dravance, 17 WILES o~
ol " Hoiira Mate pir digm, in S —
ledling e i Szaaen. | marching. = Rl milos por bosr.
oo ppelt &
Zamiran 616 195 s 316
o bl Kamiran 816 265 460 324
sl Kaklassan 560 235 695 427
fuet, Karmanshah 466 185 880 397
alty
| oo 2§

11th August—General direction, S.W. Left the town (5,000°), winding i
uoon through vineyards and orchards, and commenced a gradual descent over |
e some Efow spurs from the mange to the north-west towards the valley of the
Sirwan. The valley is from 4 to 5 miles wide, bounded on the south by a
steep mnge, with rocky smmmit, called the Kuh-i-Lailagh. Several small
JoiF villages are senttered about the valley, each surrounded by a few poplars and
al beap a vineyard or orchard. e |
T e Karadia.—At 2} miles pussed Karadia, surrounded by an irrigated patch
of wheat, burley, and melon erops.
Ap-1-SirwAN —At & miles forded the Sirwan river, here called the Rukma,
‘ a rapid stream in a gravelly bed 150 to 200 yards wide (4,7257), It is now
only 20 yards wide and 8 inches deep, the water being led away inlo large
irrigation canals, |
s 1 VOL. L 2u
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The road id a broad easy track, and follows the left Lank of the river
trending south-west. A good deal of rice is grown in the low-lying bends
of the river. N

At 6} miles the actual river valloy was about § mile wide. On the right
bank are a succession of steep rounded ridges, and on the left broad terraces,
one above the other, which increase the width to 2 or 8 miles, !

At 12 miles (4,580') the road turns south, ascending a broad rounded
from the east and leaving the river valley which goes on south-west, and $ mi
from hers disuppenrs in a narrow gorge, bounded by steep rounded hills and
is at onee lost to sight. a 2 ined,on the left baak by i

Previous to entering the gorge, it is joined on the le '
stream called the G&V\‘Eﬁ river'(gl: some maps the Gaveh Rud). :

The prineipal road keeps inthe valley of the Sirwan until it joios the
Gavvara, and then turns south up the valley of the latter. .

Our track tukes a shorter cut, erossing some rounded spurs (5,000%) from
a high bare range to the east, and at 10} miles wo camped at the mouth of &
ravine; a mile up which is the village of Zamiran (5,0007). Shaikh Haji
Muhammad, n man with considerable religious influence among the Sihna
Kurds, lives here.

A few oaks grow at the entrance of the ravine, and a stream fed by several
springs out of the hillside fows down it, bordered by willow and ‘ash, A
small vineyard and orchard surround the village,

The first stage of this route is usually made to Kurugh, or Choruk, a village
in the valley below this by the river bank.

Bearing 228° to 245°% on the other sid of the Gavarra valley is a high
range with a rounded summit called the Kuh.i-Udahlan with good grass alo
tthe summit, on which n faw patehes of snow ware still visible (elevation 8,000 to
9,000°), A deep gap in the range oceurs; and from 275° to $00° is another
high range, distant 15 or 20 miles,

12th August.—General dicection, 8.8. B, Left camp at 5-40 A, to avoid
the noonday heat, and descended steeply into the Gavvara valley, which we
reached after 1§ miles. The valley is about } mile wide, the strenm winding
from one side to the other. The banks are lined with wild vines, briare, and.
low shrubs,

We forded the river at 4} miles (4,500') and followed an easy mule track,
with some narrow portions, where spars from the bills abut on the water's
edge. A road fit to fake guns could be improvised without mush tronble,

At 7% miles possed the mouth of a nurcow valley, up which leads & track
to Juanro and Zohab,

1t leads through Yeminan, o village 1% miles up the valley ; and Juaaro
ean be reached in one long stage of 8 hours. The first four hours are & hilly,
bad road, crossing the southern spurs of the Kuh-i-Udahlan ; the remsinder is
enid to be easier,

At 11} miles the course of the Gavvara changes south-east, coming from
a narrow rocky gorge. Our route turns up a side valley in a direction 216°
with high rounded hills rising steaply on either side.

 Kulasera.—At 17 miles the village of Haltushan is passed, and the valley
widens. A valley, 1 to 2 miles broad and 8 miles long, runs up 314° from
here, at the head of which is the village of Kulasera,

A path runs over the rounded hills at the head of this valley to Juanro,
one day distant, Several springs were passed at the foot of the hills. _ :

Kaussx.—At 194 miles, after o long gradual ascent, we reached &
rounded neck, the highest point on this route, called Mil-i-Merwara pas
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iy g,blﬁ’_}, and commenced a gradual descent by a small stream vallsy until, ab !
T g § miles, the large village of Kamiran is reached, whers we halted (5,195, {
% The village stands on the edge of a level plain trending south-east for some [

tberg 20 miles, bounded by stesp rocky ranges, and north-west into a cirenlar
1ol g basin some b miles diameter.

A few patehes of cultivation wors seen, but only a fraction of the cultur-

bl e able soil is utilizad. Six small villages could be ¢ounted on the plain.
hndloiy Nooi temperature 95°, 4 A 61°

g 13th August—General direction, 8. Left Kamiran, and struck across

o the plain, going south. At 7 miles enter a gap § mile wide in the hills ealled
vl the Tang-i-Kalashakani (4,515').
Through it fows the Rahzabar stream, rising in the south-east end of the |

sy Kamiran pliin, and joining the Kara Su north of Karmanshah. |
Al The stréam is nearly dry now, but in spring is difficult to ford, tho bed |
(i) being full of quicksands. The road is a broud lovel one, and at 10 miles it

iy furns sharp round tha west end of the ridge marking the southern limit of

Sk ¢ the pass. This ridge has a rough jagged summit, with searcely any vegetation,

0 b and rises 3,000 to 4,000 feet nearly vertically above us.

To the south is & plain 240 3 miles wide, forminga continuation of the |

{ed by Karmanshah plain. 1t is only partinlly cultivated, although the soil is ve
ul & § {m'tile. Our roaxti‘ skirts the north side of it, and another track, equally good,
ecps to the south.
wuk iy p‘ls‘ha villnges are small clusters of wretched mud huts, and at this season
the villagers leave the houses for booths of branches erected close by.
leris alig Kula Yawan—At 14} miles pass Kala Yawan, a small village with a
d gt ruined fort on a knoll close by a large spring coming out of the base of the hills,
e &0 From the village our rond strikes south-east across the plain, and at 1684 _
0F it miles aguin reach the Rabzabar stream, which has skirted the south side of i ,l‘-_
the Eﬂm‘ . o
A, pham e h:;umw.-;;ﬁ;::}b miles, after following the lelt bank, forded the stream \*
17, whida nsean, and there (4,720°).
u:;f:u " Bearing 256° runs a grassy valley, 3to 4 miles wide, some 25 miles long. _
i, by Bearing 30589 is a rocky peak of a rounded ridge called the Kuh-i-Khurrin, |
[ Fising some 2,000 feet out of the plain (7 ,T00° ahove sea level).
i ol From 50° to 108° extends the highest portion of the Kuh-i-Beluch. The
¢ the il 1 summit, is da long mmﬂd ridge composed of enormous pinnacles of bare
i rock terraved one above the other. |
Eu:f:ﬂ Fires for hurning the gum tragacanth were dotted all alout its slopes. I
Bearing 120°% and some 25 miles distautisn rocky peak coverad with snow |
ol et called the Kuh-i-Par,  This overlooks Bisitun on the Karmanshab-Hamadan
M;ﬂ:!; Bearing 1844° is the extremity of a rocky ridge. g‘utting out into the
L plain north of Karmanshah, a continuation of the Kuh-i-Parn. |
rotd Bearing 260°, and 7 miles distant, is o small tomb called the Tmam-i-
ositg il Wais-i-Nasar on a line of low rounded hills. 1t forms a very good landmark.
T The weather was sultry and oppressive ot midday, the tem perature being |
< ol 97° and at 2 p.ar, 101°, with a hot dusty wind. !
'“;ﬁe I After midnight it beeame cool, and at 3.30 A the temperature was only
f 54°. [
fy Jh 14th August—General direetion, S.E. TLeft Kaklassan, and eontinued |
! along a broad, well defined track going south-south-east. )
bk ey gﬁ 34 miles close under the south-east end of an isolated rocky ridge,
;:;; ] 1} miles long, which rises abruptly out of the plain. I
2nd
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Kanasv.~At 114 miles forded the Kara-8u, here 40 yards wide and 2 foot
deep, between steep clay banks, 15" to 20" high. In spriog this ford is not
practicable, and to reach Karmanshah a wide détour has tobe made to the
south-enst to the bridge on the Telran road.

The plain is dotted with a few small villages, and is only i-urliull_‘r oul-
tivated, 'I'lie wheat and barley orop have just been harvested.

At 184 miles rench Karmanshah, and, after ﬂ!réadiug our way through the

1 narrow crowded siveets, put up in the hospitable house of Mubsmmad Agha
I Hassan, the British Agent,
| ] The d.,i,-;uriptiun of the journey to Kut-l-Amara on the Tigvis, where we

finished our journey, hasbeen embodied in Route 11, as the district travelled
through is similar to Route L.
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fhly KARMANSHAH. |
thrsgi Karmanshah (4,760') oceupies the centre of a fertile gruin-producing dis- . i
il b trict, nnd is  point of convergence for the principal trade routes entering
West Persin and is situnted at the foot of some spurs from & low range of hills
| Wy which forms the southern boundary of the plain through which the Karn-Su
it . .| flows,

1t is a town of 8,500 houses, und contains 40,000 inhabitants, all of them
Kurds and Persians of the Shiah Mulmmmadsn faith; a mixed lot of no par-
ticular tribe, with about 300 Jews and a few families of Baghdad Christinns.

There are gome fine buildings in the town, most of them in a state of
decay from disrepuir.

Muhammad Agha Hassan, the British Agent, is the principal citizen, and |
is & man of considerable wealth and influence in the surrounding disirict.
Out of 200 villages in this district, he is said to own 100, and is constantly
adding to his property.

His universal probity and honesty make bim mnch respeoted. He basa

ial hiouse set apact fo entertain European travellers on passing through.

He is a British subject, and consequently the Persian Government has no
power to squeeze any of his riches, as they invariably do any of their own
. subjects who make any parade of their wealth,

He has made several improvements in the town, opening out one very
erowiled portion of the town into a public square, and building and repairing
several earavanserais. 'Thereare six in the town, all of which he owns. IHer
Majesty had o mouth previous to my amival cenferred on him the C, M. G, of
which he was very proud.

The illumination of the town and the rejoicings which took place under
his auspices on the oceasion of thecelebration of Her Majesty’s Jubiloe last yenr
were remembered as being the finest display for many years in Karmanshah,

The town was once surrounded by a mud wall, now in ruins and entirely
thrown down in several places. It is oblong inshape 1} miles by 1 mile,
and at the north-west extremity is the governor’s palace and garden, n fine
building, lately repaired, but still rather delapidated.

The Telegraph office is on the line from Tihran fo Baghdad and is situ-
ated overlooking the central square called the Maidan-i-Nua. In the eentre of
| the town on a knoll is the Arsenal, an enclosed Luilding, well kept and in a

good state of repair. A new artillery commandant had arrived a fow months

zo from Tihran and had put things in very good order. Thereara 500 tillug,

all of them Austrian Werndls, in store and about 1,500 rounds of rifled and
emooth-bore ammunition for the field guns,

There were two 12-pr. Austrian Krupp guns kept in a shed adjoining the
public square, and also two 6-pr. bronzo smooth-bore field guns.

There are some 500 men quartered here ; their uniform is a blue tonie
with red facings, and they are nrmed with smooth-bore, rrnussiun muskets |
of a very ancient pattern. ~ Four regiments could be mised among the neigh-
bouring Kurdish tribes, but they are not now embodied.

The Governor is the Hisam-ul-Mulk, a Persian official from Tiliran, notabla
chiafly for the extreme cruelty with which he administers the law. I
attengal a reception which he held in the courtyard of the Arsepal and where
two bands were in attendance.

|
|
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A constant stream of dﬁlgﬁm passes through Karmanshah, some of them

Shiahs, on their way to Kerbala and Nedjef, and others going north to the p;;ﬁ
rine at Meshed. 1
= The bazars are arched over with brick, like Baghdad, bub the streals are d 'Wurﬂ
only § to 10 wide and very erowded, . _ piterd i
The shops are well supplied with English goods brought fmm Baglids it
chiefly Manchester cottons and eloth, bruss nnd iron work, sugar from Marseilles, fothes
There is no_specinl locul manufacture except it be silver filagree work and
carpets ; mast of the latter now come in from Sihna. Ril‘ling{,?nd pack sadidles, e
repairs for saddlery, &e., required by the numerous caravans which pass through, oy
can be obtained here, ' ] ﬂ‘:
The districts ronnd Karmanshah, mors especially to the sonth and in the 0 il
Pusht-i-Kub, i8 a fine breeding ground for mules, and it would be an Bmporte Dikesha, W
ant centre to collect yabu, mule and donkey transpost for troops. Fivweidl
The donkey is a small black variety, not as n rule used in caravans ing o the Kt
Jong distances, but every villager has one, and they would be bvnlmbﬁmfor Fing dese
collecting supplies from the ontlying districts, &e. o bk st
Mr. . ¥, Law, Commercial Attaché of the Embassy at Constantine e
Hestan trak has been making a four months’ tour in Persia, and ha ter el 4
collected some important observations on the position and Thebest
ots of British trade in the country. sl tresm
ithregard to cotton ) 1t is quite clear, he says, from an examination weof sadri
of the hazars, that England eontinues easily to hold the first place. English meenl
prints beat all compotition at Ispaban and Tabriz. At the latter place Russinn e * sy
prints have been introduced, but they have Leen fairly beaten out of the market e
by the greater eheapness and the extra width of the English goods. Thereis Oathe ]
some Russian competition in other places, bt in q of spocinl advan- wltuses of
tages as regards earringe to Southern Persia, English prints com pletely com- Apr g
mand the markets south of Tspahan. On the gensral sulject of Russian com- {ie [madish
peiition in cotton goods, * England still has the advantage, even in Northern Wio v
Persin as a whole, nnd with increased energy and attention to small details; by b
the greater part of such ground as has bean lost may still be recovered.” luks 15"t
n woollen goods, English manufactures are at present entirely eclipsed 'li] Tasdial
Austrian competitors, but there is bo reason why this should continue, It Inaiad-Ihy
has been Lrought about by the fact that, in the first iustance, the Austrians pulnliv il
offered cheaper goods, of inferior quality, but better suited fo the require- o profae)
ments of the purchuser. With regard fo the extension of British trade ol 51
in cotton goods, Mr, Law suggests that although the ordinary European com- il s s
mercial traveller wonld be qnite out of place in Persia, occasional visits should P
11y be made fo the principal business towns, not for the sake of ellecting sales, but Tl
of procuring information.  As proof of thensed of this headds that he noticed 0 ey
' in the bazars of Massanderun and Khorasan, a very lurge percentage of prints N bty
} in a style of which there was no English specimen, though English manufue- Tl By
turers coulil certainly produce them quite as well and more cheaply than their T
Russian competitors. hhmm
Karmanshak Plain.—A large portion of the fertile plain north of Knrman- o
shah is left untilled, although the surrounding distriets produce quantities of i
- wheat and baxley, _ Wity
The wheat harvest wasnow being gathered, Castor oil, opium, beds of il
melons, cucumbers also grown on the plain. bt
I saw the process of extracting gum from the gum tragacanth shrub on c‘h&
the hills on the march from Sikina. = The upper part of the branches of the iy
bush is burn, and then the stumps soapped off. After the first day a long .,f':;?;
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m d i
m.,;:! stiek of gum has exnded from the broken portion.  This is clear and trans-
4 «ent, and is the best quality.

b The villagers collect this, and on the sacond day another portion appears

... of a brownish colour, not so valuable; on the third day another stick is
Py gathered of a poorer quality, and alter that the shrub is allowed to sprout
iy again.
T To the south of the town is a stream from a large spring which comes down a
il ravine, and is used to supply the town with water. The

L

,}::k_.w“ | Watersupply, of slopesare lined with fruit gardens irrigated from the stream.
- SOwE. Some fine walnut, mulberry, chenar, and poplar trees are

grown. Grapes, pears, upples, peaches, apricots, plums, figs, and mulberries

Bl

I ::" i:‘ aro Uhe chief fruits. The governor has a summer palace in this valley called
S Dilkusha, lately purchased by Hassan Agha,

e Tirewood is brought in from the mountain ridges to the sonth, prineipally
i bF‘E from the Kuh-i-Vardalan (see Roote LI).

" Fine descriptions of lime, like J:lnster of Paris {ealled geteh), are brought in
el from the same district, and used for interior decorations of the houses.
PR Handsome colotred tiles are ulsp extensively used in decoration of the
o, iy better class of Persian houses.

I e The best houses are of burnt brick, opening on an inner courtyard, throngh

! which streams of water are led and fountaing play. The commoner houses
e are of sundried bricks or mud with doorways faced with burnt brick, There
we. Bl are several limeand brick kilns outside the town, the fuel used being the staiks
e bz of the *suss”’ or wild liguorice plant which is found in quantities on the

of the plain.
b Thes On the 16th August drove in Hassan Agha's earriage to visit the rock

J——

spralidn soulptures of the Tak-i-Bostan.
Bl After guing in a direction 85° across the plain for 3 miles, renched
Buscare the Imadiali palace on the left bank of the Kara-Su. The river is bete from
it o 40 to 60 yards wide, 2 feet deep, and not fordable in flood. There is o small
il b fetry boat which wonld lald two mules. 1t is asluggish stream, between clay
i banks 15 to 20° high, and eonsequently of no use for irrigation purposes,
I el ¥ Imadiak palace.—The Tmadia lace was built some 50 years ago by the
continge. 4 Tmad-ud-Donlih, yrandson of Fathi ali Shah. Tt is now unoecupied, and
the Aue gradually fulling into disrepair. ltisa three-storied building facing the river,
0 the and prutyusely decorated inside in the Persian style, On the nosth side is
British 14 agarden 250 yards square, enclosed by o strong brick wall 25 feet high piareed
it #2- with two tiers of loopholes—the upper along a banquette at the top of the wall,
| v st and the lower in & sort of cagemated gallery along the bottom.
jng i, The walls are well built and some 6 feet thick at the bottom, and have
s e s yound towers ab each corner, Altogether it is an exceptionally strong: place as
g P Persinn forts are constructed, and wonld form an important tactical position.
i, et Yiak-i- Rostan,—Bearing 52° from Karmanshah, and 6 milos distant, i3 the
iy e Tak-i-Bostan, remarkable chiefly for the ancient roek-cut inseriptions, which

have been frequently described. s
fof B - There are some f;rge springs, and a small river comes gushing, clear and
qutis? cold, out of the base of the wall of rock above it. It is Jed into two large tanks |

planted with trees. The adjoining plain would form a good camping-ground
jum, e ar troops, and would be close to this fine water-supply. ;

ha Hlassan has recently purchased the Tak-i-Bostan and a large slice of

i b the adjoining land, and proposes building a sammer residence here.
i £ Kith-i-Paru.—Immediately north of the Tak-i-Bostan rises a series of very
L steep mountain ranges composed entirely of pinnacles of limestone rock, and
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is kmown as the Kuh.i-Paru, a continnation of the Koh-i-Baluch to the Lust, Tedt
and extends enst to Bisitun. The hichest peak, now stresked with snow, of et
the Koh-i-Paru bears 51° from Karmanshah. it
Three kinds of bread ave found in the lazar in Karmansghah and throngh- ;i
ont West Persin : “Sunguk * baked in strips 5 feet long, 1 foot brond, and The ",]i:
about & inch thick. Menmay beseen walking with a row slung over their bort
shoulders on their way home to dinner, i =il
Another kind is callod * lubbash ™ or “labash, ”” which consists of very T s
thin round enkes about 1 fout in diameter und buked erisp.
Aunother js *“taftan,” mude in cakes sbout the sume size as lubbash, bug
about 1 inch thick, T folln
On the 18th August I drove with Acha Hassan o see a flower garden and e
orehard he had laid out at Amurmel, a small village about 1% miles to the filin=
west of the Sihna vead, 3 miles distant from Karmanshah, fi sombs
Kurdish village.—A deseription of this village would give a very fair idea fisabed
of the status of the peopls in thess villages. 1t contained 200 houses of Kurds, x phin.
wheo were all Shish Mubammadans, m?!ﬂf b
The water-supply was very good from a large “karez * which bud been Tl from
dug by Apha Hassun, i o
The willage owned 500 eattle, 850 sheep and goats, and 800 doukeys, d Lt |
which graze on the hillsides behind the village free, as the ground is the (i, Rafrat
property of the State. Forcultivation the village possesses us muoh ground They wone
us 00 pairs of bullocks ean plough.  As each can plough about 12 aeres, thia fond of Ap
amounts to 720 peres.  In this they sow & karwars (500 batmans) of whiat Thiy are
(30 ewt), and asmall amount s well under opiom, batley, and in some years’ Tihurmdsy
cotton.  Whent, they say, yields fvefald, 3 Their clie
The value of a batman varies very much throughout the country, Hereit bfg:ﬂu:
is 88 lbs., but it isdifferent in Tiliran, Is n, and Bushabr. In Talriz ibis 7 farad
mora than 13 lbs. A karwar (6 owb.) of wheat thess people cnn sill for 18 lirge s
krans (42.), and a knewar of barley for 15 krans (54.) e, sod ve
Last vear the villagers gﬁthermjy 45 batmans (297 1bs.) of opium, which they figali=!
sold fnr;ighr. tomuns per batman.  The kran is valued at 4d. and the toman i 1o the w
at Or, Hd. e

Besides erope, the village had an orchard, whare they gathered apricots, pears, |
plums, apples, peaches; and of vegetables, they grew potatoes, i siall kind of alarily 1
pel:’, nIniuml, beans, garlic, melous, and pumpking, with a few walnut, poplar, Lahi-Slaby
and nsh trees,

Thyaten
The houses ave built of mud surrounded by a small enclosure common to lr s,
two honses, and which serves to keep in the cattle at night. There is a singlo 1o the ney

opening forming door, window, and chimney combined, and in the centre [T
of the floor a bole which serves as the fireplace and oven. A bed of coarss b Rty XY
folt, & primitive sort of cradle, some carthen jurs, and o spinning wheel com- Thair Chy
plete the furniture.  Oppesite the door another apening lends ivto the stable, Rl f
whets in winter the people live tozether with the ecattle, Ty pofy
_In onerovm 6 yards long and & broad and 7 feet ligh were a man and his Unks

wife, their son-in-law and his wife, two children, and & pair of oxen, twodons  foart]
keys, and four sheep. T'he principal food is bread made of wheat, indian-corn, il
or of a sort of a corn pounded up and baked in cakes on a curved picee of sheet L
iron placed over the fire, 8l Kingd

, Cucumbers, onions, and garlic ave eaten with bread, and a pilau of rics occa~ Their i
sionally on feast days. ~ A sheep is killed some times in the village, each family )
buying a small portion. Fowlsand their 225 are as o rule sold, but not eaten,
Sunitary arrangements in these villages there are absolutely none.
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LT | v
,m'ﬂ u’{ The climate of Karmanshah is vary good, situated in an open plain ab
sy an elevation of 4,7604fect above sea lovel. Most of the disease from which

the town suffersis caused by absence of sanitary arrange-

;::[IL"?_'G Chiate: ments and pollution of the watar-supply.
TN The nights were cool, the custom being to sleep on the flat roofs of the
6 ey lmms.r The tgm[m;ulgm at noon and in the afterncon in the house varied
e, from 57° to 8% The duy and night temperatures differ greatly throughout
“idel West Persia.
shoblag 5 Kurdish Tribes round Karmanshah.
The following are the principal tribes round Karmanshali. Some of the
‘";!ﬂ'ta larger ones have numerous subdivisions, which change from year to year.
o by Kallwr—These are partly nomad avd partly sedentary ; the nomad por-
tion numbers 5,000 tents, inhabiting the country east of Mendali as far ns

wirt bl iy Harunabad and Mahidaght, to the north as faras Zohab, and south to the

Ot Iwan plain. In winter quarters or “zerdsir” they occupy the low-lying ,
" countey of Zohab and Kala Shakin plains, and from Kasr-i-Shirin to the i
bich b kish fronti In their “garmsir” or summer quarters sproad
! over the mountsinous country to the north-west of the Pushi-i-Kuh portion
Ul ins}  of Lugistan, and include the fertile valleys of Gilan, Zarun, Iwan, Guara,
1 i o Chilla, Kifraour, Tirao, and the valley of the Gunjir river (see Route 1).
o wuth ey They were just arriving at their  garmsir,” and leaving Zohab plain in
12 v the end of April. There are ten subdivisions of the main tribe,
o) e They are of the Ali Allahi sect of religion, although thoy profess to be

| e ot Muhammadans.

/ Their chief is Reza Ghuli Khan, who lives at Harunabad now. Heisa
wiry. Bt Sartip in the Persian service.

To Tolii Tidy furnish one regiment of infantry and some eavalry. They breed

=]
wn el large numbers of mules.  Where met with, these Kurds were s frank, open (& ‘1i

people, and very hospitable.
1m, whidh e Siwjabi.—~The Kurds number 1,600 families, and live in the Mahidasht
i {he s plain to the west of Karmanshah.
These are also of the Ali Allubi sect.
Guran.—This is a large tribe, numbering 5,000 families, partly srdentary

snrieold
u?mu;m and partly nomad, extending all along the valley of the Upper Diala, the
walai, Kuh-i-Shabu and Delahu, and the mountain districts drained by the Alwand,
] They extend as far sonth as Sir-i-Pul and the Zoliab plain, where they spend
— the winter. ) L )
hore it 538 To the north they extend along the Turkish frontier as far as the Kuh-i-
TR Chahil Chashmah, along the sast slopes of which some villages were met with
el of 0 (#ee Route XVI). ) Sk
o s | Their Chief or Sirtip is Wusain Khan, who lives in Gauwarra, some 20
Cigiwei | miles north of Karind, They furnish a regiment of infantry. ) '
: ! They profess to be Shish Mubammadans also, but are said to be Al

nnsli RN ATALS sonretly. :
e Karindi,—These are partly nomads and partly sedentary, and number abont

MM 2,000 tents. In winter they encamp on the Bishewn plain at the foot of the |
#1075 Tak-i-Girra pass,and in summer along the northern slope of Bend-i-Nua Kuh

iy and Karind valley. ‘ ;
o Their Sirtip, Ali Murad Khban, has a large house in Karind. e
i Bowanis and Jalalawand are-Kurd tribes under the Sirtip of the Karvindi

Kuords. T{ay

BRITISH
Avyan

8'1‘:;: number about 1,000 tents togetber. Bowanij valley is some
St 15 miles north of Karind,
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Abmedawand or Hamawand.—There are soma 200 families of this tribe scat~
toted in the villages round Karmanshah (see Sulaimaniah).

Sunguru and Kuliai.—These are two sedentary tribes of Kurds, numbering
gome 2,600 families, living in the country north of Karmanshah, along the route ol
to Sihnn, in the plaine round Kamiran and Kaklassan. A large n of the Pk

Kuliai live round the head waters of the Gavvara river. e
Nan-i-Khali,—These are a tribe of Kurds, sedentavy for the most part, who Thoigh s
live from 8 to 7 farsakhs west of Karmanshah in the Mahidasht plain. ol ot
They number some 300 houses, but are much eut up and separated into : Th bt
emall portions. ; i oo ot
Jelitawand. —These are s sedentary tribe of 400 houses in the direction of wgﬂgﬂ
Bisitun, east of Karmanshah, ;ﬁlimqi
Maft, Chubankera Ghasil,—These tribes are all sedentary, and number some |l 4
400 houses in the districts immediately round Karmanshah. The soest

Hululan are  large tribe of Lurs living inthe mountainous districts south- kel with s
enst of Karmanshah, along the upper waters of the Karkhah., They number pely Ly the

aboat 4,000 tents. Many of the Lur tribes and subdivisions mentioned i vl v

Layard have since disappeared. . Thereis

Abhur.—These live to the south-east of Hassanabad snd the Vardalan | liivilosd

Kub (s¢¢ Route 11}, and number about 1,000 tents d_r;::L-
3

Routes from Karmanshah. ‘%“: m

Karmanshah is situated on the main trade route from Baghdad to Hama- "l:m e

dan and Tihran (Routes in Persia, Nos, 884, 107, and Ronts 111),

Baghdad is 210 miles, Hamadan 103 miles, and Tihran 290 miles distant Nbo

by this route. :

. Direct to Baghdad through Mendali is 177 miles (Route I). b oling

From Karmanshah to Kut-’l-Amara, and down the Karkhah valley to Disful, -

is already described (ree Route IT), Through Hulilan is an alternative route

to this joining the Chardowar valley. This is not used at all by caravans, Joly o
Another route to Dizful used by caravans passing through Khorcamabad S

is as follows : :j;;;m

(1) Hajinhed, ( 9) Ab-i-Sert, m;j,:‘:

(2) Hussin, (10) Bad-i-Muk. o [T

(9) Aulad Gobad. (11) Cham-i-Walikhan. I tad i

(4) Cavab, (12) Chamei-Gaz. w3 s

(5) Alishtar. (18) Pal-i-Zab. Tn ket

(6) Robat. (14) Hussainiyeh, B e

(%) Khorramabad. (15) Belarud. iy g

(8) Barnfta, (16) Distal, 182

This is said to be a fairly easy mule track as far as Khorramabad., From |, E‘ ey

there to the Kerkhah valley is rough mountainous country. ' p,,-‘: by

Tl:ar:a is no Ecli;:mi;a eagwm ro:;.e throug ::haZuagnw:rn to Dizful. This is Ty
more use of the lawlassness of soma tribes natursl

difficulties (see Route II). i ' ‘”“W‘t
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NOTES ON TRANSPORT,

Pack saddles in Baghdad are seen coming from all parts of the east for
eamels, mules, yabus and donkeys.

Though none of them are much to lock at, each is the result of perhaps
several generations of actual experience in rosd and mountain transport,

The Persian * palan ** is the commonest sort in use for mules, and is made
of two curious semi-eireular pads joined to a high penk at each end. Round
the edge is a broad rim of ding. This is used in Karmanshah, Sihna, and
all thrnuﬁ}l' West Persia. rge numbers are made in Kavmanshah, For
donkeys the same pattern exaotly, though a smaller size, is used.

The construction is very simple, the pack being madn of rough sacking
stuffed with straw. The weight islifted well off the animal’s back, and taken
pirtly by the projecting pads of straw and the rim carried down the animal’s
side, while over the centre of the back it is hollowed out.

Theve is a single leather girth and a broad leather breeching beld in position
by two bresching straps.  Very little leather is used, and nothing lable to get
easily out of order. - _

A breastband is used in most cases, but not invariably. There are no buckles
atall, and such articles are much prized and liable to be stolen by muleteers.

‘Girth and other fastenings are made by a pliable leather thong knobted {
o an iron ring sewn on fo the pad.

A loather surcingls is used over the load, and no numdah is used.

Packs are not removed when animals come in-after the march ; only for a
short time while they are being groomed. They are seldom injured by the ani-
male rolling, which they invariably do directly the load is tuken off,

Ordinary pack mules sre never bitted, but led abiout by a halter with

. an iron noseband, to which is attached a short picketing chain carried looped y
Toosely round the mule’s neck when marching. In North-West and West Per- k i

#ia it is customary to tie the whole caravan head to tail by these chains, espe-
cinlly if passing through the narrow streets of a town. In Baghdad this is
scareely ever done, and on the rough mountain tracks of Kurdistan it would
be dangerous to do so.
In places the muleteer generally holds the leading chain in his hauod,
and on some oceasions the mules are guided by head and tail,
To picket a caravan of 8 unimals, two iron pegs are driven in the ground
and eonneeted by a rope of eamel’s hair about 30 feet long, to which picketing |
chains are attached, For a restive animal a forefoot hobble is used ; but after
along march animals show little disposition to break loose. |
The Arab  palan ” or pack is seen on the Mesopotamian plain, and alzo
in West Persia. It is o somewhat simpler looking eomstruction than the
Persian,
1t consists of two rectangular pads of rough sacking stuffed with straw
well set up in the centre, secured by o bmaduﬁmther girth breeching, and in
some cases breastband. |
In the Pusht-i-Kuh the pack saddle used for mules and donkeys consist=
ed simply of & pad of straw about § inches in diameter bent into a narrow U-
lhamha distanee bebween the two sides being not move than 8 inches,
is is placed on the animal’s buck over a thick eloth or “ jhool,” and a
Crupper an-ip breast plate secure it in position. The same pattern of saddle can
~ beseen in India,

Ri12
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Tn the Karmanshah district a curions method was observed of in The
corn to the threshing floors from the fields. There are two sticks, “h‘;':u
8 feet long, joined in the form of arectangle by cross pieces 2'6% in lnrh,

This was placeds erosswise on the ordinary pack, and the sheaves are pilad on P
top of the rectungle. The whole is secured by two ropes and a surcingle.

Round Mosul they have another way of earrying corn. Lt consists of hmlf
two light wooden frimeworks joined together in a V-shape. This is in- The!
verted and placed on the mule’s back over the ordinary pack saddle. The down 2
sheaves are placed on this framework, and secured in position by vopes, Wi

Camels ave nob used in Kurdistan at all, as the country 18 too mountainons. Hock ¢

Some droves were seen as far as Karmanshah and on the in nder
Comels plain adjoining Urmia lake. gie shot

Large numbers, 800 to 500 a day, were seen passing through Jazirsh, The
Northand esst of this line they ecannot travel. Camels are used largely dimeusi
betwesn Mosul and Aleppo or Damascus. e vEi

The dried Fodder of Turkish Ambia (tibban) eonsists muinly of wheat and b 0
barley straw reduced by threshing to the broken up state known in Indis as the Inog.
¢ Bhosa*" and “koh” in Persinn.  Large stores of this exist in the towns and The
larger villages. This mixed with barley is the universal fodder when no green fitns, A
stuff exists,

In the spring time, when theve is an abundance of green fodder, hoth oI
horses and mules, when marching, subsist entively on grass, no barley being lnth

ven.
* Caravans make short marches, and animals are allowed to linger and graze 3
by the roadside. To do long marches it is advisable to add some bariey. amveldl

In Baghdad, during the greater part of the yoar, “ hashish, ” the generio [k 3
name of ull green food, consisting of varions ontural and cultivated varieties, lurs, en
comes daily into the market, and during spring the irrigated barley erops arm ngmom
eut fréquently and sold as green fodder. ‘This is “kasil.” In the end the B,
stalk comes to enr and ripens well. 3 eth,

English clover and ryegrass and other Fnglish prasses exist thronghout T
Kurdistan and ronnd Baghdad, The large white and red clover and smailer bent i
yellow trefoil are commonest seen.  Maize and wheat crops are sometimes cub tearel
for green fodder. Dt

) Through the Hartoshi Mountaing and Northern Kurdistan and in Pers hokine'y
sia also the Kurds use for fodder a peculinr kind of umbelliferons plant Tia
like fennel or the wild earrot seen in England. Tt grows 3 to 4 fest
high, and the dried stalks are used occasionally in place of firewood, The fm
leaves are gathered by the villagers in the sutumn, and stored for winter use tt ghiny
for horses and cattle. Ty

“Karnoch” is the common Kurdish name of this plant, On the routs dhad
between Sakiz and Sihna four distinet kinds, all something similar and all Ther
umbelliferous plants, were being gathered and stored as fodder. The clover ok 1

and meadow grass seen in Hartoshi were excaptionally fine (see Route X111). Bhdd
Horses can be shod and eparg shoes obtained in most laxge villages, espe- Then

Fhcal cially on known caravan routes. Shoes of the same pat- vl
. i tern are used by Arabs, Kurds, and thronghout West T l
Persia, and eastward as far ns Afghanistan. They consist of a thin flat sheet wi |

of iron covering the whole sole, except n small portion at the frog.

There are three nail holes close together on either side, making six in each b Tisi
shoe. Shoes are kept of various sizes ready made, the principle a tly ;::
:’;‘“E’ that the foot should be pared down to suit the shoe, Fors and.P E'nd ara 'Ihhi

@ saine.
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The smith arrives in camp with a bag of ready-made shoes, and shoeing
takes a very short time,
When flie nails are hammered in, the outer setsare clinched with a small
: pointed hammer, The jecting end of the nail was
Process of abocitig. ¢ hroken off, but eur eclJ up wgv'ib_h the point of the |
bammer into a spiral, and tapped to lie lut against the hoof.
The inner sets of nailsare broken short off with a pir of pincers, and rasped
down to avoid brushing.
While this was being done, the foot was placed on s little round wood
block 6 inches high and 10 inches diameter, and o small iron wedge jammed
in under the shoe between the block and the point of the toe. 'This ensures

the shoe benring well up against the sole while it is being hammered in.
woigh b The deawing knives, of which there were two kinds, were of formidabla
1 e e dimensions, and the hoof was pared in the most ruthless manner before the
shos was fitted. For paring the sole there iz one handled knifeabout 7 inches
Iy of what i broad, and eurved up slightly in the centre, so as to aveid taking too much off
o fn ey the frog.
o the frme The other is a straight-edged knife, taken in both hands, by two projec-
RITTTS tions, and used for paring the sides of the foot =
These shoes caused a good deal of brushing, and came off very easily, going
o foddie b over rough roads, and seem not at all suited for rocky, slippery ground,
0 g Io the evening the packs are taken off the mules, and they are rubbad
“ down with a eurryeomb, the principal article for |
Tingerand g R grooming used for both horses and mules, It is a |
me bariy. eurved shell of iron of a flattencd U.shaped saction. The edges are sorrated
by " the el like an ordinary currycomb, and joined together by a dozen or so small iron
fivated e barg, on each of which is made to slide a small iron button ; and as the animal .
Lty e is groomed, these strike the iron edges of the comb, making a peeulint clicking |
I thesl® nose,  After the comb the animal is well rubbed down witha picee of conrse
¥ cloth.
teh Lhrongst The comb is about 9 inches long and 3 inches wide, and seems an cxcel- —
var til bt lent article. for grooming an animal coated with mud or dust after a long " —
Fe somedie mareh. ) 1
During our march it was nsed for borses and mules, and kept their coats,
g sl W looking very well. ]
bellifes Animals werg given their first barley feed at about 4 aax., and the second
bt Tendt in the evening at about 5 r.ar. On eoming in from the
£ et B Rt march, they were turned looss to find the nearest grass
e ¥ or given cho straw.
L g'I'he nam;l-n ‘;?[lil&ll were taken from Baghdad the whole jouriey to Karman- I
¢ O ghah, a distance of about 1,000 miles, ) : |
* et They came without a_single gull or having to leave nny behind, and they |
En; The i took on again almost immediately to earry goods from Karmanshah to
ﬂ?_;‘;?; Phe mules were hired through the Baghdad Residency under an agree-
E ¥ ment of 10 piastres per mule each duy.
hﬁ;:#u This a.t.g.he rat.a;t;hen eurrent in Baghdad amounted to nearly Re. 1 each |
e Y mule, .
hw'fﬂ"# This includes pay of muleteers, food, &e., and the agreement said they were
b to go any road ordered, and not leave unless required to.
aking €70 heir pay, if paid in rupees, was at the Baghdad current rate. )
Dﬂﬂﬂmﬂ The two muletesrs procured were good men, and beyondan oceasional
f * grumble at the length of the stages, they would go any road or tosny place.
x
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They talked Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and a little Kurdish. Most muls.
teers in Baghdad can talk the three first langunges. They were always willing
to help in eamp, pitching tent, &e.

As a class the muleteers of Baghdad, Mosul, and Karmanshah area
bard-working set of men, very willing to do what they are told.

The mules are splendid animals, averaging over 13 bands, with a large
proportion over |4, and some more. They ure accustomed to carrying loads of
from 250 to 300 lbs, over the hills, which they accomplish with ease. They

d 4 travel on the level 34 miles per hour on an average, Round Karmanshah, and
in Luristan to the south of it, is a lJIII'II\’l!]uI'l’V good mule-breeding gruuud.
Hassan Ghuli Kban at Dehbala in Luristan possesses a good number,
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