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Abstract
The position of the Kurds from the British

occupation of Irag, we mean the position of the
Kurds in southrrenern Kurdistan when the
occupation of British forces to Iraq during World

War 1 in \a\¢, which was called Mesopotamia then

before the formation of the modern lIraqgi state,
and therefore we tried to determine the meaning
of southrenern Kurdistan geographically and
politically It is a term used in the political and
military literature of the British in that era, a term
parallel to the other term is the mandate of
Mosul, which was one of the states of the
Ottoman Empire, which controlled the region

during the war in addition to the states of

Y44



Baghdad and Basra which were later formed the

Iragi new state.

That the Kurds were the majority of the
population of the population of the state of
Mosul in that era, so the British had to deal with
them during their military march to occupy lraq
from the south to the border of Mosul and
southern Kurdistan to the north. The British
military campaigns to occupy the region,
intelligence efforts to communicate with tribal
leaders and when the war broke out, the Kurds
did not have any interest in them. Nevertheless,
they found themselves in the midst of the events.
They entered into a war that did not know who
would be the winner and the loser in the end, and

affected them positively and negatively. They
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suffered heavy losses in Shan. The other peoples
involved in the war, Killing their children and
destroying their villages, displaced, and
displaced from their homes. And in turn led to
shed light on their status in the region and has
been calculated for them in the equations of
power and balance. The British tried to coax the
Kurds to their side and they claimed that they
had come to liberate them from the injustice of
the Ottoman Turks, and welcomed the Kurds at
the beginning and tried to cooperate with them in
order to achieve the interests of the Kurdish

people.

Alongside military moves on the ground,
there were political moves on the international

scene to determine the future of the region
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between the major powers involved in the war.
Britain, France, and Russia, under the Sykes —

Picot agreement of \a. Divided spheres of

influence among themselves. Mosul and Abril
are the only ones to remain in Irag. Kirkuk and
Sluaymaniyah remain British. Russia has
retained the northern parts of the state. Mosul
and Southren Kurdistan were not fully occupied
by British forces until after the Mudras truce

between the Allies and the Ottoman Empire On .
October In \ava, the Allies moved in accordance
with Article VII and the truce | come to give
them the right to occupy any strategic points, that
the situation was caused threatening safety.

The city of Sulymaniyah, one of the cities

of sothrenern Kurdistan and the state of Mosul,
¢y



has become an important center for the Kurdish
liberation movement against the British
occupation led by Sheikh Mahmoud. Sheiky
Mahmoud offered to hand over the city of
Sulaymaniyah  against several conditions,
including the establishment of a Kurdish
government. The two sides reached an agreement
on the type of administration to be implemented
in the Sulaymaniyah area. Major Nu'eel, the
political officer in Kirkuk, was appointed on

November \, o as ruler of Sulaymaniyah.

Sheikh Mahmoud was recognized as the
representative of the English in the city. Sheiky
Mahmoud pans to establish his government, And
the British began to feel that things would come
out of their hands if they did not take the
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necessary measures to reduce the influence of
Sheikh Mahmoud. It seems that the English,
despite their promises were not honest at first
with the Sheikh, how they doubt and fear the
growing authority of a man who supported him
and set his authority, and helped him to assume

his position as the first governor of Kurdistan.

The days proved that the recognition of the
Sheikh in the beginning, but a temporary tactic
adopted by the occupation authority under the
difficult political and military circumstances of
that era, as it was suffering from a shortage of
troops and fear of the return of Turkish forces, so
it would have been better to support the
establishment of a temporary Kurdish

administration As a result, the Shaykh's
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relationship with the British reached a height of
differences and tension. The Sheikh began to
gather his forces and prepare for an armed
campaign against the British presence. He
contacted the tribal leaders and informed them of
his intention to launch an armed movement
against the British. A large force and move to
control the city of Sulaymaniyah, the stronghold
of Sheikh Mahmoud, and met the two parties in
the Strait (Derbend Bazian) on the morning of
June ., vava, and began fighting between them,
and ended the battle victory of the English, and
took Sheikh Mahmoud captive to Baghdad, and
was then deported to India. The first Kurdish

movement in southrenern Kurdistan to stand up



to the British occupation and demand the

national rights of the Kurdish peaople.

The situation in Southren Kurdistan did
not stabilize after Sheikh Mahmoud was
removed. And there were other movements to
confront the occupation. Several international
conferences were held regarding the future of the
Kurds and the peoples of the region in general.
The most important of these was the Cairo

Conference of March v, \avy, Iragq and put Faisal
as King of Iraqg.

However, this did not lead to suffocation
of national Kurdish notional feeling, and the
Kurds in southrenern Kurdistan were calling for
independence and not to submit to the authority

of the government in Iragq.

130N



With the intensification of military action
against the British presence in Kurdistan in
cooperation with the Turks Kemalists, the
English saw the need to return Sheikh Mahmoud
to Kurdistan to support them in standing against
the Kemalists in exchange for guaranteeing self-

rule of the Kurds led by Sheikh Mahmoud.

After the return of Sheikh Mahmoud
began to establish the nucleus of the Kurdish
government, as he did in the first time, but after
Y as of the recognition of the British
government, came to the Turks to confront them,
and the British decided to get rid of him and also
from the Turks. Air force was used intensively to

bombard cities.



In that period, the British tried to support
the new lragi government and stand against the
aspiration of the Kurds. The movement of Sheikh
Mahmoud was also eliminated. The annexation
of Mosul to Irag, thus annexing all of
southrenern Kurdistan, and the annexation of
northern Kurdistan to the newly formed Turkish
government completely eliminated any hope of
an independent Kurdish state, it constituted a
fatal blow to the Kurdish movements demanding
independence and influenced the future of the

Kurds of the present day.
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