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Alien Race

One child (or the teacher) stands in front of the class with some cards that have words
or sentences on them. She secretly chooses one of the cards, counts how many letters
there are in the word or sentence, and draws a dash [1 2
for each letter on the board, leaving a space between
each word. The other children take turns, either
individually or as team members, to guess the
spelling of the word. Each child calls out a letter
(with phonic pronunciation), and if the word |3 a
contains that letter, the child in front of the class
writes the letter in all spaces where it appears in the '

word or sentence. “

If the word does not contain the letter, one part of an alien is drawn on the board. The
alien could have a body, a head, four legs, and two tentacles, and the aim of the game
Is for a team to spell the word or sentence before their alien is completely drawn.

Alternative

One child can think of a word connected with a theme such as animals, countries, or
famous people, and draws a dash on the board for every letter in the word. The other
children make guesses in the same way as the basic game.
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Chains

The children form a circle, and throw a ball or soft toy animal to each other and count
1,2,3..., say the days of the week, the months of the year, or any other sequence. They
can all speak together, or just the child who is throwing can speak. For example, a child
says, Monday! and throws the ball to another child, who calls out, Tuesday! and so on.

Alternative
They do the same activity but instead of practicing a sequence, they try to extend a
category such as colors, countries, cities, or vegetables.
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Concentration

The children place several pairs of cards face down on the table or floor, and then take
turns to turn over two cards. As they turn them over, they say what they are. If the cards

are the same, they keep them and have another turn. S nello 3\
If they are different, they turn them back over again, %’ Mo | taid
and the turn passes to the next child. The child who N e\ [
gets the most pairs of cards is the winner. The cards A\ P “\.\ dol e ?3. e
can have words or sentences or pictures on them, or i f}, cow | 60““(\}‘16 s \ B
the children can match words or sentences with | = s 9 Pump U
corresponding pictures. = & 1oo%°° ’3aﬁe%;)retty i

Out \-\@\6

o | Y
Alternative

The children have to turn over pairs of opposites, such as long and short.
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Do What | Say!

One child gives instructions such as, Stand up! or Open your books! but actually does
a different action herself. For example, when she says, Point to the window! she points
to the door. The other children should do what she | - W

says, not what she does. The children take turns to LS - £
give the instructions.

1455 09dS P‘-?J” =

Ob e didwdd 1Gudilyd) ¢ S (30,5 5 WBod 5 (380)19550 4 Oloyd OB 0)lg3-i0 &) SIS
AS0jl g3, SIBE diggad § .ldodalmids gl (SHs $35 dS0iles s Y logdidSs LSS auS
-~ N Cawdd (§§5 dS0)l g3 'u“"":&’b dS0ydzidy §3 Cawdd 1Cod
Y B 4S 4SS 0943 L g3 4500 380l g5-id .Q}\ﬁg&o;b dS@os};

: : OBl g358 . laod slxids dS (G095 S ccaod Ol 943
045 AS s Olayd 0)85 4 yilgion

-P-@:

Freeze-dance

You can use this game to help students get ready for an academic lesson after recess or
to end the school day on a positive note. The students move all tables and chairs to one
side of the room while you set up a speaker to play
fun music. You direct the students to stop moving
their bodies when you pause the music at random
moments. If a student continues to move, they step
out of the game for the current round.
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Fruit Basket

All the children except one sit on chairs or cushions in a circle. Each child has a fruit
name such as apple, orange, banana, or watermelon. One child stands in the center of
the circle and calls two of the fruit names, and all
the children who fit the description have to get up
and rush to another chair or cushion. The child in
the center also tries to sit down. The remaining child
who doesn't find a seat or cushion stays in the center
and calls out the next two fruits. The same game can
be played with any other category of words such as
vegetables, countries, animals, and cities. Whatever
the version, the words can be allocated by one of the children, by drawing words or
pictures from a box, or by the teacher or one of the children putting words on each of
the chairs or cushions.
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Gradual Pictures

Draw part of a picture, and invite the children to
guess what it is. They should guess using whole
guestions or statements (e.g. Is it a frog? | think it's
a frog). Each child or team can have one guess each
time you stop drawing. Continue drawing and
pausing for questions until the children have
guessed what the picture is. The children then do the
same activity among themselves.
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More

One child makes a comparative sentence (e.g., A cat is faster than a turtle). The next
child then makes another comparative sentence, putting the first animal or object in the
previous sentence at the end of the new sentence (e.g. a tiger is faster than a cat). The
children take turns until they cannot go any further.
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On your Head

Divide the children into groups or play the game as a class. Give each group about
seven flash cards and let the children look at them. One child puts her hand on her head.
The teacher places one of the seven cards in her
hand so that all the other children can see it. The
child holding the card asks the other children
Yes/No questions until she guesses what it is. The
other children only answer, Yes..., or, No.... If the
first guess is correct, the child who is guessing gets
seven points. If the second guess is correct, she gets
six points, and so on.
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One Two Three

The children are in a circle. One child says one thing she can do (e.g. | can play the
piano), the next child says two things she can do (e.g. | can run fast. | can smg the ABC
Song), and the next child says three things she can ‘ Lot
do, and so on. If a child runs out of ideas or hesitates
too long, she is out. The last child remaining is the
winner. The game can also be used for patterns such
as, | like..., or, | want .....
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Pictures on the Board

Divide all the children except for one into teams. One child stands in front of the class,
calls out a word, and a child from each team races to the board to draw a picture of that
word on the board. The teams go at their own pace
although the child who calls out the words may need
to repeat some words for the slower teams. The
winning team gets points, but are also awarded
points for the amount of detail in the pictures. This
gives us a good opportunity to help teams that have
less points.
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Pin on Backs

Attach words or sentences to the back of each child using pins or tape. Each child asks
other children questions until she finds out which word or sentence is on her back. The
game usually works best if the words or sentences are all from one category such as
animals, countries, famous people, or TV characters. The sentences could be actions
or instructions which the child has to carry out as soon as she discovers the sentence.
An optional rule is to say that each child can ask another child only one question until
she has asked every child in the class a question, and then she can start again.

It is normal to restrict the questions to Yes/No questions such as, Do | have four legs?
And, Can I fly? But this will depend on what patterns the children need to practice and
what is written on the backs of the children.
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Please!

Give some instructions to the children such as, Please open your books, and, Please
stand up. Ask them to do some things they do not yet understand. When they look at
you in a puzzled way, gesture or give a hint so that
they discover what to do. Give an instruction
without using the word, Please, such as, Open the
door, and indicate that they should not do anything. =
Mix up instructions starting with Please and those
that do not, until they get the idea that they only do
the action when you say, please. The children can
then do the same activity among themselves.
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Question Answer

One child holds a soft ball or toy animal in front of
her, asks a question, and then throws the ball or
animal to another child who should answer. The
child who just answered then asks another child the
same or a different question, and the sequence
continues around the class.
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D-P-P:
Read my Lips!

One child mouths a sentence silently and another
child or other children try to guess what she is
saying. This game works in pairs, groups, or with
one child standing in front of the whole class.

16
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P-F-P-
Rhythm

The children make sentences without pausing. For example, one child touches her bag
and says, this is my bag, and the next child touches her hair and says, this is my hair,
while keeping a natural rhythm. The children continue to make sentences without
pausing. Individual children who lose the rhythm are out. If the game is played in
teams, the team is out.
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-P-@:
Say, No!
One of the children sits in a chair and tries to answer questions without saying, No,
and without smiling. The other children ask her questions, at first using, do you

like...? We can then encourage them to use other questions. The answers should be at
least three words long such as, yes, do, or, Yes, | can.
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-P-@:
Shopping List

The class are in two teams. One team writes ten or fifteen letters on the board (e.g. c,
d, v, p, u, t, etc.), with each letter representing the first letter of the items on the
shopping list. The first child of the other team then
says a sentence, such as, we are going to the
department store to buy a cabbage (cabbage for c),
and the second child might say. We are going to the
department store to buy a cabbage and a doughnut
(doughnut for d). The team continues with the
remaining letters and get additional points for every

shopping item they can add. 0 popeorn.
Q oalmeal,
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ReVEKSE

Snowball

One child holds a soft ball or toy animal in front of her and says something like, tigers,
or, I want to go home. She then throws the ball or toy animal to another child who
repeats what the first child says and adds one more :
item in the same category or using the same pattern
(e.g. tigers and rabbits, or, she wants to go home. |
want to eat pizza). The child then throws the ball or
toy animal to another child who then extends the list
even more. The list gets longer and longer until it
becomes impossible to remember.
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Spies

Write either words or sentences on a piece of paper,
then cut them up into letters or words and pass them
on to the children to decipher. They then write their
own words or sentences, cut them up, and pass them
to each other to work out.
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Tag

One child tries to touch one of the other children, and says an English word or sentence
when she does so. The child who was touched then tries to touch another child, and so
on. The language practice can vary a lot. It can be used with categories (each child says
a new word from a category such as cities, vegetables, fruits, when she touches another
child), sequences (Sunday, Monday.... January, February..., 1, 2, 3...), target patterns (I
like, I can), and reading (they read gradually more difficult words that we have written
on the board). This game is best played in a large room where children have space to
run around.
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-P-@:
Team Mime

Divide the children into two or more teams. The first time the game is played, it is best
if one team plays and the other watches. One child (or the teacher) holds a pile of flash
cards and stands near the team that is playing. Check —— ) ——
the time. Each child on the team takes turns to mime ——f &I
what is on a flash card for the rest of her team to
guess. When they guess correctly, another child
mimes the next flash card. There is a time limit for
each team. The winning team is the one that guesses
the most cards within this time limit.
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Twenty Questions

One child thinks of an animal or object, or thinks of one of a set of flash cards. The
other children take turns to ask up to twenty questions and find out which animal or
object she is thinking of. The child who is the

animal gets one point if the children guess correctly \

on the first guess, two points on the second guess, 2 Questigns
and so on. If they do not guess within twenty .

guestions she gets 40 points.
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Vacations

The class decides where they are going for a vacation. They then take turns in teams to
say what they are going to do there. For example, one child says, I m going to eat plzza

and the next child says, I'm going to play baseball, ¢ = 25 -
and the next child says, I'm going to swim. If they =

repeat the same verb, the other team gets a point. %C AT N
Alternative :

The game can also be used for the past tense, or future using | will....

O diuds

5200303 plasids (2 (S9d) &S (o 053 ©99,S 4 Olab . 030 89S 3 e 3 @ldes Hly aS a3

wy\g.)d)\yj\s ﬁﬁb&d}u@é\)d)b udbb&y\_gadjyﬂ ‘059-0:‘]\» Q)’Joog_i:jj:-ﬂ@jw
' - 09445 0)bggs HIdS ledn BYLPL 5450_) ddo cod

OSeyey S 5 S ags)S

WATON
090 S5

e 0o 13l 4y ()B4 993lals O 5 990Dy (3840 § ASASYe i)ilgion laog da

23



