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were made under the impact of the cultural elements and constitute Kurdish
people cultural body together and they become part of their identity.

The fourth part is dedicated to Yazidi and Kakai Religions. There is a quick
concentration on the situation of religion in Kurdish society and South
Kurdistan. The detailed roots of both Religions, Dogma, Totem, Taboos and
their locations and religious texts depicted. Finally, a general evaluation was
made for the topics that have been discussed in this part.

The fifth part included the important part of the thesis. It discussed it
practically and in the field work. Also, the impact of religion and religious body
presented in both Kakai and Yazidi religions in terms of their basic principles,
ceremonies, events and different religious roles.

Following that, the important research outcomes were presented:

1. Religion has a direct impact on the body phenomena of the followers of
both Kakai and Yazidi Religions. That impact is reflected and included in
clothes, external face, body, cosmetics and make up, tattoo and body
movements.

2. The religious sings and symbols of the bodies of Kakai and Yazidi
followers are reflected in their social relations of the daily routine.

3. Body plays an important and a main role in the ceremonies of Kakai and
Yazidi religions when the body is actively participated in these religious events.

4. In Kurdish society, there are various images of body; these were caused
by having various cultural elements and their diversities.

Finally, some recommendations and suggestions regarding this topic
presented.



Abstract:

The current thesis entitled “’The Image of Body in both Kakai and Yazidi
Religions”, 1s an academic and scientific contribution in the field of
anthropological culture. L.e. it is the first anthropological thesis in the body of
Kurdish Society.

The main goal behind this thesis is to show the influence of the cultural
elements over the formulation of body and the images that they create in the daily
life. Thus, this subject is widen and it needs to be focused when there will be any
scientific research. In this thesis, the main concentration is on religion as an
important cultural element.

It is obvious that Kurdistan region is regarded as a multi-religious area.
Amongst all, the researcher selects both Kakai and Yazidi Religions because both
of them are original Kurdish religions and they are considered as the remaining
ancient Kurdistan Religions. Furthermore, both religions own internal community
and this would be suitable for anthropological study, they have their own culture
and they have several similarities such as the basics of the religions and some
other ceremonies.

The main focus of the thesis is to study the body in both Kakai and Yazidi
religions and the main objective is to show the images of body under the impact
of both religions as a cultural element in Kurdish Society. Since both mentioned
religions are widespread all over Great Kurdistan, the data collection is almost
difficult in all parts of Kurdistan, the researcher selects South Kurdistan as a
sample of the field work.

Methodologically, the current study depends on various methods such as
Interdisciplinary, Ethnography, Functionalism and Structuralism of Strauss. That
1s to say, it can get benefit from both anthropology and sociology. That is why, it
can be said that this study is basically socio-anthropological.

The study consists of five main parts, the first part is about the general theme
and it includes three main topics: the first topic is about the main elements of
research. In the second part of the study the literature of body, philosophically,
sociologically and anthropologically offered.

The third part of this study is to shed light on the body of culture in Kurdish
society in which some physical characteristics of Kurdish people body in the eyes
of the orienteers showed. Also, the body of culture of Kurdish society was well
discussed. Generally, there is a reference into the body phenomenon that
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