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— Luke Neal, Hannah Arendt's Theory of Freedom: A Reinterpretation,
The thesis of Doctor, University of Birmingham- College of Social Sciences-
Department of political science and international studies, Birmingham-
United Kingdom, 2015.
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— Mehmet Kanatli, The concept of Freedom in Hannah Arendt’s Political

Thought, Journal of Researches on Social Sciences, without the place of
press, 2017.
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Research Summary

The concept of freedom in the Hanna Arendt’s political
theory and its reflections in the Kurdistan Region- Iraq

Freedom is considered as one of the important concepts in the field of
thought, philosophy and political theory, that is why, freedom has been an
area of different interest in the ancient time, and the different perspective
regarding this subject included thought and philosophy of ancient and
middle age, and the new and contemporary political theory, which has led
to manifestation of various forms of freedom concept and spheres in
practice, which can be classified in both realistic and metaphysic contexts,
such as the freedom of will or individual freedom (negative), political
freedom (positive), each of the mentioned concepts has its own different
meaning and sphere.

The concept of freedom in the political theory of Hannah Arendt is
different from various other aspects, both before and after her, due to the
concepts that Arendt offered to freedom as in opposition towards traditional
thought and philosophy to freedom; in which consider the philosophy of
freedom like freedom of will merely a self-feeling far from the politics realm,
the social contract philosophers and modernist theory and social sciences,
and particularly the liberalist theory views freedom as activities that happen
outside the politics (negative freedom). That is why Arendt sees the
modernized communities as they have been economized, privatized the
political life and subjecting individuals; it can be argued that Arendt views
Totalitarianism as an experience on the main parts of politics in the modern
age, and as a threat on the human existence and condition’s that is
freedom. Arendt defends the practice of politics, in a form that she
combines both concepts in one meaning and core which both of terms
should be a subject of political practice (action), because Arendt views that
the political action depends on collective participation, which at the same
time circles around concepts, such as public sphere, authority, city,
dialogue, plurality, equality, citizenship, revolution and braveness. Here
Arendt had considered the ancient Greece and Roman, which had a kind of
public sphere that the sphere of action and freedom of speech and
collective speech regarding public affairs, which had been separated from
private sphere.

In this research the aim is to solute the main research in the way of this
question: whether the reflection of freedom and its arenas in doing in what
level according to Arendt’s political theory perspective in the Kurdistan
Region? We have concluded that: the proper reflection of Arendt’s concept
of freedom might be not existed in the Kurdistan Region, however the
majority of Arendt’s perspectives of freedom and its arenas of practice to
somehow are exists in Kurdistan Region, but in different stages. For
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example, since the foundation of the lIragi state in (1921) to (1991),
population in Southern Kurdistan had been excluded from real participating
in authority and citizenship rights many times, population had been restored
to resistance and revolution as the two space of appearance to practicing
political freedom. However, all these attempts had been suppressed by
successive lragi governments, in which reached to the highest brutality
during the Ba’ath regime in Southern Kurdistan, such as intimidation,
prison, killing, Anfal infamous campaigns, genocide, chemical attack,
replacement, destroying of public sphere, plurality and distance of freedom,
marginalizing of individuals, and denial of citizenship which its included. On
the other hand, the (1991) uprising have achieved various elements of
Arendt’s revolution theory regarding foundation a new starting that its
including the spheres of practicing of freedom. It can be said, despite the
existence of the hegemony of political parties and personal interests on the
democratic political institutions, but the existence of different opinion,
different media channels, many new forms of the space of appearance, and
the right of political participation of citizenship to all components, in part
including developed cultural of dialogue, different opinions, and freedom on
political issues within the public sphere.

All the above mentioned subjects, have been distributed into three
chapters, thoroughly; the first chapter, after analysis the concept of freedom
with theory in general, stood on Arendt's thought theory perspectives
regarding modern, totalitarianism, and the human condition and political
action, all these in the form of related with the concept of freedom. The
second chapter, has been dedicated to the concept of freedom and its
arenas practicing within the Arendt’s political theory. The third chapter,
described an examine on the reflection the concept of freedom in the
Arendt’s political theory in the Kurdistan Region- Iraq.
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