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KURDISTAN AND THE KURDS

This book is concorned with one of the mest topieal nnd at
the same time the least known problems of the Middle Fast.

The first part supplies the reader with many-sided infor-
mation on the life of the Kurds on the geographical setting
of Kurdistan (the mother land of Kords) snd the number of
population, and the religion, language, literature and history
of the Kurds who belong to one of the most ancient nations of
the Near East. It furthermore relates of the struggle waged by
the Kurdish people for freedom and national independence,
of the countless uprisings which constitote the main festure
marking the history of the Kurds in the 18th and 20th centu.
rios, ‘The suthor gives an analysis of the consequeness follo-
wing the penotration of the imperialist powers and the
petrolenn monopolies into Kurdistan  and underlines  the
influence of the Great October Socialist Revelution on the
Kurdish nutional-liberation movement. This part of the book
containsg also an analyzis of the circumstances that brought
nbout the final splitting of Kurdiston's territory among o nim-
ber of states, The policies of the Turkish, Iranian and Tragi
governments towards the Kunlish people and the Kurdish
problem are expliined too.

The second part. analyzing the economic problents, payves
vonsiderable attention to the agrarian relntions, On the bisis of
vawst factual material the anthor explains not only the historical
dovelopmont  of these relations but exhavstively wlso the
irrigation systom, the forms of Land-tenure and land rent, the
position of the Kurdish peasant and the social structure of the
pros=nt-day Kurdish sochety, The causes of stagnation and slow
progress of agricultural production are treated as well. This
part. s coneluded by an analysis of the situation in industry,
commproe and fininee, A separate chapter s dovoted 1o oil
anil s significance for economie development.

The third, last ohapter deals with the various aspecis of
the Kurdish guestion. Procoeding from an explanation in
the firmt section and the analysis in the sccond  seetion
thi anthor points out the specifities of the Kurdish problem and
thee msture of the Kundish national - liberation movement, On
the basis of o conerete analysis of the Kundish question from
both intermal and international viewpoints the author explains
the theovetival and practical probloms connpeted  with the
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fact, namely that the exploitation of oil is exerted either by imperialist
companies or by a state sector.

Other industries including mjning are developed to a very low
degree and include light industry producing consumer goods only. Of
the traditional home-made products, only the manufacture of carpets
is of greater significance. As a result, so rich a country remains one of
the poorest and from the economic aspect the least developed area
in the Middle East. 3

Agriculture remains the chief branch of Kurdistan's national
economy, cattle-breeding constituting the most important part.
Agriculture provides 649 of the national income, 269, coming from
industry, of which the petrolenm industry provides 209.2 109, of the
national income come from the remaining branches of the national
economy (building industry, transport, commerce),

As to agriculture, plant production constitutes 30%, and animal
production 349, of the national income, Cattle-breeding is practised
through all parts of Kurdistan. Although capitalist relations under-
went a more rapid development in Turkey as compared to Iran or
Iraq, the situation in Turkish Kurdistan remains basically unchanged,
with cattle-breeding as the main branch of production. “The chief
income in Eastern Anatolia (i. e. Kurdistan - A.) comes from cattle-
breeding; from cattle, butter and wool,” says B. Darkot, professor at
the Istanbul University.?

Lifestock production is the occupation of both the semisettled
population, for whom cattle-breeding constitutes the sole means of
livelihood, and of the peasante who are engaged in plant production as
well. It should be noted that the number of nomads is steadily diminish-
ing and that completely nomadic tribes in Kurdistan are actually only
an exception. In those cases where cattle-breeding has a semi-nomadic
form, plant production is almost non existent. The land mmmtu1
mostly pastures and forests, and where there is o lack of pastures,

tree-leaves are used as the basic forage for sheep and goats ¢

" Wao are considering only that part of the income from the oil production |
which remains in the country and not the total profit from the entire oil
industry, the larger part of which goes to the imperialist countries. M.J

! B.Darkot, A Geography of Turkey, Moscow 1930, p. 102 (Russian od.).













Jeanisn Kerdistan oontimues o play the role uf an sgricultural dnd
raw-material producing sppendsge for the imperialist block and even
for Iran itself.

2, THE LEVEL OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

Of the entire 124,000 km® of Iranian Kurdistan about & million
ha, i. 0. 40 %, are suitable for cultivation. Approximately 4 mil. ha
aro covered with forests (32 9)), the remaining part comprising mostly
pastures and mountaine. Nevertheless, only 24 %, of the suitable land,
i, e. 1,200,000 ha are being tilled, which means & mere ©.6 %/, of the
whole territory.!®

The technical level of agriculture is unusually low, the main
implements having remained unchanged for several centuries. Soil is
tilled with the traditional plough drawn by cattle (mostly an ox,
sometimes & horse). In the course of the year a pair of oxen drawing
a plough (jut) tills about 3 to & ha of soil. )

Manure is being used only for the cultivation of technical plants
in aroas surrounding the cities, otherwise, fortilizing of the chief
crops, such as wheat, barley, leguminous plants or rice, is completely
unknown. I

New technology is employed to a small degree only. In Kurdists
there are a few dozen tractors, concentrated mostly in the Kirman-
shah area. It should be noted that-thﬂupplimﬁonuflgﬂmlbunl M-
chinery, especially of tractors, increases the privation of the peasantry;
it is only the landowner who can afford to buy a tractor, and he
employs it in order to replace the work of several peasants, who are
thus forced to leave the village in search of employment in the cities
where they only increase the mass of the unemployed. In other cases,
the peasants are either forced to work for the landlord as agricult
labourers for & meagre wage or leave to the landlord the best land fa

acoording to various Tranian sources and U. N. 0. materials, (A.)
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three main groups: the chief and his relatives® who form the privileged
part of thetribe. The next and considerably more numerous group is
formed by their servants (khulams) performing different functions;
the third and most important is the group consisting of the mass of
common members of the tribe. 1t shonld be noted that this classifi-
cation cannot be considered procise and complete in all cases. In each
tribe there is furthermore the clergy, divided into shaikhs (represen-
tatives of the sects), priests (mulla) and seiyeds (the Prophet's des-
cendents). In comparison with the peasantry and the shepherds, the
clergy enjoys certain privileges. There are considerable differences
among the common members, of which inequality of wealth (rec-
koned by the number of cattle) is the main criterion.®

It is obvious that the disparity among the tribe members is
given by the difference in size of the privately owned flocks; even
where private ownership does not yet exist, these differences play an
important part. While some members possess only n few sheep, the
chief and other persons ean own large flocks of goats and gheep, This
inequality existed among the Kurds as early as the 16th century:
Sheref-nama distinguishes “black’ and “white” Kurds. Until today
there exists a living saying of an agah telling a peasant: 1 am noble,
but you are a black-headed kepmanj (peasant).™

Besides giving presents to his chief, o member of o tribe also had
{0 pay tax to the state. Twnkindmftam were levied on every Kurdish
fribe: Tn addition to the tax levied on cattle and pastures, soldiers had
to be provided for the army, often including the full equipment, e. g.
lussars with horses and clothing, in many cases the soldier's expenses
during the service had also to be covered by the tribe.’” The Kurdish
tribes paid tax in cash as shown on Table No. 10.

M Notalways docs kinship play the role of the decisive factor in tho struc-
turs of the triba. (A).

o Thlut%hhmtjnﬁhdhhihumﬂmthnlﬁmdmw;mmm_
persons owning much cattle and people who do not own a singlo goat.”
K. N. Smirnov, “Poowrdka v severnii Kurdistun v 1904 godu™,

] Frvostiva Kavbaz, Otdela XVII, TRGO 1804,

W A% Bhamilov, Kvoprosu feodalizma w Kurdoy, Yerevan 1932, p, 32,

- In the Russo-Traninn wars st the boginning of the 19th cent. two thirda of
the troops of Abbas Mirza, formed by conscripts, comprised only Kurds.
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Overnight they were locked in hundreds in mosques and*stables and
in the daytime forced with bayonets to work.# General Ahmed Agha
Khan became so “famous” through this manner of settling Lurs that
he was given the nickname “the butcher of Luristan”, Similar treat-
ment was given to the members of the Galbaghi tribe, who were moved
from Kurdistan to Hamadan and Isfahan and as far as Yazd, the
central part of Iran, their original territory being resettled with Turkish-
speaking groups: “‘Such wag the pressure brought to bear upon them
in the course of this move that they took to the hills and fought as
rebels for many months™ %

Such o way of settling had evidently nothing in common with
any true concern for the future of the Kurdish tribes. The forced
migration corresponded to the interests of the Iranian bourgeoisie
which needed a “stable’ population that could form a “stable” and
firm market. The prohibition of frontier trade and the centralising
measures of the Iranian government forced the tribes to buy all their
needs inside the country as it was made impossible for them to obtain
them elsewhered® The setflement benefited the Iranian landowners
possessing land in Kurdistan, and the Kurdish landlords in enabling
them to gain peagants and attach them to the soil. The ruling circles
were also interested in inereasing the incomes of the state through
taxes and customs dues, and it was by far more convenient for the
mﬂaﬂmhmﬂmﬁtﬁah:uhvﬂhgﬂthﬂnpmmthumhmthmugh
the unsafe mountain-ranges of Kurdistan. The prohibition of frontie
trade and the control exercised over the migeation of the tribes limited
contraband trade and smuggling with foreign goods, which meant ar
increase of state revenue derived from customs dues. Furthermore, it
was much easier to register and gain young people for the newly intro-
duced military service among a settled population than among
nomads. 7
“ A.Galawezh, Agrarian Eelations in Present-day Iranian Kurdistan

fin Azerbadjanian }, Baku 1855, p. 06,
" A. Lambton, Landlord..., p. 285. i
¢ ghould be noted that until World War 1 thoe boundaries held no signi

fieance for the Kurdish nomadio tribes. (A.)
#  The Kurdish tribes wore not in favour of three factors of modom civili

tion: compulsory military service, taxes and eustoms duce. /. Molt ke,

110












[y

chief - the fendal lord, duties becoming the matter of the common
members of the tribe,

When Kurdistan beeame part of the world market, the original
{ribal ownership of arable land was, in fact, abolished, replacing the
¢ribal ownership of land by private ownership also in the case of those
ribes that had been settled already before and engaged in agricultural
(vegetable) production, the chief turned into & feudal lord and the
other members of the tribe became subject peusants.

However, the dependence of the peasant on his tribe did not.
cease; the peasant was not an abject of trade, but was not permitted
to leave the village freely.®

Another significant phenomenon appeared requiring the division
of labour - a complete separation of crafts from agriculture. Crafts:
concentrated in the eities where the craftsmen gradually hecame an
important section of the population. On the other hand, the influx
of foreign goods led to the ruin of some of the traditional Kurdish
erafts, yet, on the whole, the division of labour promoted the develop-
ment of the home market. “The gradual advance of social division of
Jabour®, writes Lenin, “constitutes the fundamental moment in the
process of creating the inland market for capitalism,**

The provess of attaching Kurdistan to the world market was
marked by specific features, similarly to other economically under
developed countries. Trade with the world market was carried on
indirectly, through the mediation of Persian, Turkish, and also Rus
sian and Armenian merchants; a wholesale dealer in Istanbul, Aleppo o

Tiflis bought the local products from small Kurdigh merchants, ol
sometimes through his own agents directly from the manufacturers
and sold them on the world market. Analogically, the small Kurdish

merchants imported goods for the home market. Although the Kurd

®  Until the revolution of 1007— 1911 the peasant in Tranian Kurdistan wl
wﬁmdwluvathuvﬂimhldtnpny;mhminruumfnr:
freadom. :
“In the regions of Garrus and Kurdistan (meaning Sinna - A} it ¥
castom for o subject to pay 3080 grans to the state or the tax colleok
in caso he wished to movo from one plot of land to another.” M. J ama
zadeh, Ganje Shaygan..., p- 121. ',
1 V.1 Lenin, The Capitalist..., p. 26.
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The above mentioned changes - the settlement of o larger part
of the nomadic tribes, the separation of crafts from agriculture, an
unprecedented development of trade and growth of towns, the pro-
duction nfahrgomuuntofmuﬂtmﬂpmdmfmthumuhﬁ,tha
differenciation in the village - constituted the new elements brought
into the Kurdigh society at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Nevertheless, these changes, however weighty, did not succeed in
nhattaﬂngthnfnudalagnﬂmrdﬂimumrmﬂﬂmdﬁhn

The revolution of 1007— 1011 had not attained its goals and the
developments that followed were neither profound nor could they
trangform the basis of the agrarian relations. The revolutionary mood
and the various uprisings following the First World War altered
mﬂbhingmﬂihﬂmﬂuu Thus for instance a law was passed in Iran

in 1928, concerning official registration of all landed estates, which
mdr "ﬁapﬂmofhndmmndammﬁmmﬂxb&ufﬂm
value of the entire crop in the preceding three years.” This means
that the price of land is defined by the total revenue obtained from
it in the course of ten years.® Evidently, no peasant could buy land for
such a price.

In this way the king, the biggest feudal lords and the tribal chiefs
became legal proprietors not only of the land they originally possessed,
but also of that alienated from the peasants or gained from them by
mmuuhllmmuflnh&gmnnddmt It was sufficient if a person

a fake cortificate or document signed by a clerie (who
usually bribed) and the land could be officially registered in his name,
It happened, too, that a feudal lord persuaded the illiterate peasant to
gign with his fingerprint a document declaring that the land in the
Iatter's holding is property of ... the feudal lord. The peasant o
haﬁngnuidaaofwhathumdglﬂng,uuthaﬁnwthnmhw
introduced the peasants were not even informed about its meaning,
Whmthnyfuundout,itmnhudymm the land being by then

B Larcs Paascd by the Tranian Majlis, ?ot."i"'l pp- 30— 40 (in Porsian). It
not without interest that the price of land in Tran was fixed according te
thmthmvﬂdhbmmﬁummhnﬂlhpmﬂnmﬂu_'_'

istan, where banks und the intervet granting system have not :

mﬂl’l!’ﬂl’ﬂ-}
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! 1. The large landed proprietors owning more than one village
(sometimes even more than a hundred); the majority of soil owned by
landlords {sbout $0 %) in Iranian Kurdistan belongs to this section
of the landed class,

2. The middle landowner owning usually no more than a single
village.

Both the entire percontage of in landownership soil and the
percentage of soil owned by the section of large landed proprietors in
relation to the entire area of cultivated land differ in Kurdistan from
one district to another; o. g. in the Urmis, Sardasht and Baneh regions,
where a large portion of lands is owned by rich peasants (wurdeh
maliks), this percentage is considerably lower. On the other hand, in
the Miandoah, _Sitmu;md Kirmanshah areas, the percentage is higher,
sometimes amounting to 80 % of all Jand. In almost all these areas’
tho land owned by the large landed proprietors, who also possess the
hest sources of water, includes the most fortile soils,

Not always can & person in possession of o single village be
reckoned as & middle landowner, as the village might be very small,
comprising a few families and o few dozen of heotars only. Such villages
are plentiful throughout all the districts of Tranian Kurdistan. In this.
case the landowner should be regarded as a wurdeh malik rather than
« middle landowner, It might, however, happen that the owner of a
single village can be considered a large Janded proprietor, in case e. g
the village numbers 500 to 2,000 families and covers 500 to 1,000
hectars of land, Neither is this kind of village rare in Kurdistan. If we
attempt to draw a line between the large landed proprietor and the
middle landowner, we might regard as large landed proprietor a person
owhing at least 300 ha of cultivated land.*

The wealthiest landlords in Iranian Kurdistan form a small
proup consisting of a few families which include nlso Persians and
Azerbaijanians. In the Maku district “‘most of the rich low lying lands

’ mﬁ‘mwmdwmuﬁhnmlhﬂhﬁﬂmnntmanmnfmm
might in o district where & wealthy landlord owns thousands of hectars of
land even be regarded as a middle landowner, and in another district where
2 majority of the land is possessad by rich peasanta wo might ponsider him
to be  large landed propristor .(A.)
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the subjected peasants; he is thus master of the whole area, of the
individual farming peasant and the small landowner too. "The might
of the fendal lord like that of every sovercign, depended not on the
length of his rent roll, but on the number of his subjects, and the
Intter depended on the number of peasant proprictors.”"s

We should like to point out one more specific phenomenon,
namely that the tribal relations enable the foudal lords heading indi-
vidual clans within a single tribe to join forces against the peasants.
They are consistent and united in applying joint measures against the
peasantry, e. g. in the Mahabad region, the feudal lords of the Gawrik
tribe possessing several dozen villages have made a mutual agreement
that none will let & peasant expelled by one of them settle in his village.
This shows that the chiefs, the foudal lords, are united in the economic
and political actions against the peasants. _

The authority of the feudal lords is most effective in hampering
the advance of the olass struggle and the progress of Kurdish society
in general,

In Kurdistan the class of large landed proprietors does not
comprise feudal lords alone, but includes also merchants and money-
priate the peasants or purchase their land for a very low price.

A common feature of all these landowners amongst whom we
mauy find, as stated above, the former feudal lord, the tribal chief, the
sheikh, the money-lender and the merchant in one person is the fact,
that they are absenteo landowners; (this does not apply to the sheikh).
A part of them come personally in summer and in autumn to superwise
the harvest, but a larger part never appear in the village and live in big
vities, mostly in Teheran, often even sbroad, in Europe and in the
1. 8. A. During his absence the landowner’s cstates are in charge of
his agent, the “mubashir” or the village headman called *‘katkhoda”.

The mubashir strives to the utmost to exploit the peasants; his
ohief coneern is to acquire as much rent as possible, although he delivers
{0 the landlord no more then a rent corresponding to the revenue of an
average yield, and keeps the remainder for himself. This explains the

' K Marx, Oapital, London 1820, Part VIIT, p. 741.
121






.‘

Reza Shah (1925—1941) took into his possession large state
eatates in the whole of Iran, in Iraninn Kurdistan a part of the best
land around Kirmanshah. Another part of state land was appgopriated
by the chiefs of settled tribes and by the big feudal lords¥Land, as
indicated above, had originally been assiened to nomadic tribes as
tuyul and was later converted into state property. In return for the
Innd the tribes provided the state with soldiers. Later in theM030-es,
when compulsory military service was introduced also in Iranian

* Kurdistan (ealled “ijbari" - enforced), a great part of the land was
usurped by the tribgl chiefs, who had become settled, and by the
fendal lords. ™At present about 4 9 of all cultivated land in Iranian
Kurdistan is by of the state, most aﬁ!l_e Bﬂhﬁﬂhehmmd
in Margivar, Targivar (about 100 villages), six villages in Miandoab,

and in the Kirmanshah area. Until 1933 there were 145 villages in the

Pishthkuh area which bahngod to the government, later confiscated by

Reza Shah, Other villages in the neighbourhood of Nafteshah, owned

by the state, were transferred into the holding of the Sanjabi tribe.
The agrarian relations and the rate of land rent levied on the
government landed estates are similsr to the situation on private

Innded properties. The authorities run the estates in the following way

1. A governmental agent supervises the work as a mubashir and

presents to the state a part of the proceeds with regard to the customs
und traditions of the respective district. 2, The state sells its share
from the proceeds in advance every year and after that takes no mare
interest in the estates. 3. The government offers the estates for lease
for o longer period (36 years); for this period the tenant may act as
proprietor of the land, and consequently, he does everything to squeeze
the land to the utmost, which results in merciless exploitation of the
peasiints. Very often, when the tenant happens to be a descendant of
the original owner, a special contract is concluded. These tenants,
lu;nvmg great respect of the people due to their ancestors’ deeds or as
ious dignitaries, are granted the lease of those pieces of land for
W mere fenth of the rent, and sometimes even less, in order that their
! “In Kurdistan, where there wore formerly considerable areas of khalisoh,

sorn OF this s been sold and some wsivped by neighbouring landowners,
A few areas only remain.” A. Lambton, Landlord..., p. 256.

123




obedionce to the state and fhe abandonment of the ambitions of their
ancestors is guaranteed. At the same time the government tries by all
means to avoid returning them the land, so that they might not
constitute a potential menace, because the estates are mostly situated
in the border regions, and the tenants, whose fathers and relatives had
been executed, might take & suitable opportunity to revenge them-
golves. .
In the southern part of Tranian Kurdistan (on the borders of
Ir:unndlmquhmthmunrinhuiidnpmih.ﬂﬁﬁnhhnperm&m{.
played n highly negative role. Under the pregsure of the Foreign
Office state land was rented for an extremely low price (sometimes for
one hundredth of the rent) to feudal lords who then co-operated with
the British imperialists. Most of the land has been appropriated by
a mighty Kurdish feudal Qubadian, well known for his submissiveness
to British policy in Tran*

In general, state land functions as a means of pressure on the
Kurdish population and a forewarning to all other owners of land who
would dare to show resistance against the government: Their
would be confiseated and converted into state property. 1

1t would be possible for the government to make use of its Iz nd
for building up exemplary estates and introducing new technology into
agriculture and thus give an example to the peasants; yet nothing of
the sort has ever taken place, and since 1855 the government has been.
making attempts to sell the lands, without even considering the pos-
sibility of distributing them among the poor peasants. In this way, the
gomnment mthﬁpﬁ“tﬂﬂm of the landed proprietots.

3. CROWN OWNERSHIP
Following the forced occupation of the land and appropriating ar

hnm covering thousands of hectars, Reza Shah became one of the
iggest feudal lorde of Kurdistan. The lands he took into his possession

i The Bahbar, June 27, 1046,
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In thefnilnwwgpmoﬂathﬂulmgyd&m Eurufbl;.raxpmpmhdiﬁrge
portions of land belonging to the peasants and declared it land.
At present there exist two forms of vaqf land-holding: ¥ Farm land
has been granted with the intention that the rent will be used for
religions and social purposes, such as building of schools and mosques,
establishing irrigation canals, ete., which is the responsibility of the
higher clergy in charge of the vaqf land. 2MFarm land is placed at the
disposal of a religious dignitary on the condition that after the beae-
flitter's death the rent will be transmitted to the latter's descendents.
In thmmuthagvarnuunuamedwibhmmgthehndunm!dfur
his children, and in the proper distribution of the rent among them.

It is obvions that in buhhthmmmthehlgherolerﬂ;mlm
nian Kurdistan the shaikhs) have the possibility of appropriating the
vagf land through various tricks: we therefore now come across a state
of affairs where the majority of vagf areas belong directly to religions
dignitaries. Only & small portion of vaqf Jand throughout Iranian
Kurdistan (only a few villages) which until the revolution of 1807
were controlled by the clergy, has been transmitted to the Ministry of
Fducation. All over Kurdigtan a large amount of land is in the pos-
wossion of the shaikhs (the representatives of the tarigat): The Nehri
phuikhs owned several hundred villages in the distriet bordering upon

he frontiers hetween Imn, Iraq and Turkey, the Tavela and Biara

whaikhs owned about 400 villages in the Sulasimanys district on the
borders of Tran and Irag.

About Eﬂ—ﬂﬂvﬂhguformarlyinth&wqfho&ling{h[imﬂmb
(listrict) have been appropriated by the family of Shaikh Burhan.
Otherwise, each tarigat has its own khangahs (sacred buildings for
wpecial religions ceremonies, where to the supporters of the tarigat,
the dervishes and the murids, bring presents). These khangahs, for
“exnmple in Mahabad, own several dozen shops, caravanserais, ete. It
I an established practice in Kurdistan to give mills, vineyards and
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1. RENT IN KIND, THE CROP-SHARING SYSTEM

In Tranian Kurdistan rent in kind is nsually practiced according
to the erop-sharing system or crop-sharing lease. It should be noted
that the crop-sharing system is of & feudal and not capitalist nature,
which means that the entire system is based on a direct division of the
yield between the landowner and the peasant, the former virtually
assuming the role of a proprietor, the latter that of a labourer tilling
the land with his own implements; sometimes the draught beasts
belong to the landowner, in other cases to the peasant. “On the one
hand the farmer here lacks sufficient capital required for complete
capitalist management. On the other hand, the share here appropriated
by the landlord does not bear the pure form of rent.”"® The above can
be explained by the fact that in this case we are not concerned merely
with the land as the chief instrument of production provided by the.
landowner, but also with another group of instraments owned by the.
peasant. *On the one hand, the sharecropper, whether he employs his
own oF another's labour, is to lay claim to a portion of the product not,.
in his capacity as labourer, but as possessor of part of the instrume:
of labour as his own capitalist. On the other hand, the landlord claims
his share not exclusively on the basis of his land ownership, but also as
lender of capital.”” That means as & money-lender, Yet, for the cro pe
sharing system, a peasant possessing equipment “however poor® i8
essential but not sufficient; another stimulus functions forcing
peasant to toil on the lord’s land - poverty” ... “... it requires alsg
that the peasant be weighed down by want and place himself
hondage.®

The landowner or his agent leases the land: 1. according to the
number of “juts” and 2. according to the number of members of the

the Iranian part. The ohief form of ground.rent in both these part

(Turkish and Iraqi), similarly to the situation in Iranian Kurdistan

remains rent in kind based on the crop-sharing system. (A.)

: %ﬂ:lm. Capital, Vol. II1, Moscow 1858, p. T83.
" V.1 Lenin, The Agrarian Queation in Russia Tawards the Closs of &
: fw Century, Moscow, p. 25. '



family. In Kurdistan as a rule the area of 35 ha of land is given per
jut, in the Bokan area it is 5—7 ha of irrigated and 8—10 ha of non-
irrigated land. ' In the luntharnpmﬂfhﬂﬁm Kurdistan the amount
of land distributed per one jul is used for raising 915 q of wheat!!
and may therefore cover 2,510 ha. In the northern and southern
parts of Iranian Kurdistan, non- irngaf-ad “daym" land s not being
leased, which corroberates not merely the abundance of this land but
also the fact that non-irrigated land is mostly situated on the hills and
on the mountain slopes, and its cultivation is extremely difficult. As
the land is at the same time very stony and does not give a good yield,
the lessor take but little interest in it. Every lessee who has obtained
land in this way has eternal right to cultivate it. This right is heritable
and is sometimes preserved in one and the same family for several
generations.'® The lessee can be deprived of the right in two cases:
1. If he proves unable to till the land, i. e. loses the possibility of
disposing of draught beasts, in which case the land is taken away from
him and leased to someone else. 2. If another person is willing to till
the land under conditions more favourable for the landlord. This
applies mostly in the case of hetter quality land; a leaser possessing
stronger draught beasts and having a family with a larger number of
grown-up persons (particularly men) is eapahble to till the land more
intensively, which also suits the landowner. This finally results in the
more fertile soil being leased to the wealthior peasante. Land adjacent
1o the ﬁllnga'iu_ummﬂy manured with the droppings of flocks and thus
offers better yield; it is usually cultivated by the landowner or his
mpent through the work of agricultural labourers. Recently some
Isndowners in the Kirmanshah and Miandoab areas tend to cultivate
tho land by means of tractors driven by agricultural labourers, and

A Galawezh, Agrarion Relations..., p. 93

A, Lambton, Landlord..., p. 368

After the lessees death in case hoe has no son, his deoghter is not entitled
to inberit the right to the cultivation of the leassd land. In those tribes,
however, whers the elan relations are still powerful, the land is preserved
in the family, and it is the daughter's husband who takes over the right
to the cultivation. (A.)
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in the money form after he has sold the new products. Money-rent is
typical for the period of the decay of feudalism and establishment of
capitalist relations. As regards the money-rent practiced in Iranian
Kurdistan, the following specific features have to be mentioned:
Erﬂ]y.mmymﬁﬁmhomuﬂuhyn&nmﬁhmtmkh&dmﬂhbnm‘
rent and, in most cases, constitutes a wpp!amtmyfmhr Secondly,
we do not come across this form of ground-rent in the case of the main
agricultural products, i. e. grain crops; heve the crop-sharing system,
a8 & form of rent in kind, remains the chief manner of paying rent.
The money form oceurs mostly in the case of technical plants, in
market gardening and frequently also in cattle - breeding.
The ground-rent as levied on the two main technical plants,
namely tobacco and sugar-beet, where the yield is being divided ae-
cording to the crop-sharing system, has already been discussed, vet,
both the landowner and the lessee receive their share in cash. This, of
course, is no more rent in kind, yet it is not the true form of money:
rent either, as the legal relation between the landowner and the
peasant underwent no change. “With money-rent prevailing' the
traditional and customary relationghip between landlord and subje uf',-
who possess and cultivato a part of the land, is neecessarily turned
into a pure money relationship fixed contractually in sceordance with
the rules of positive law. The possessor engaged in cultivation thus
becomes virtually o mere tenant.”* It is therefore a transitory stage
from rent in kind to money-rent. Money-rent is levied on cotton, being
1,000 rs per & unit of plough-land (approximately 1,000 m?),
Mﬁﬂﬂ]ﬁmt i quitafraqunnt in market ggnrdmhg and fi '--;._'_
growing, e. g. (in Nalos) the landlord receives 100.000 r5. of rent v
on grapes. In the neighbourhood of Miandoab the fruit-trees belong
to the peasants, who paid 1 r. per 100 sq.metres to the landowner in
1045.% A similar situation exists in Urmia, where market gardening i
very widely spread. \
Rent in cash is also levied on residential buildings in the villages.
The houses are built by the peasants themselves, the landowne
providing merely beams for the ceilings. Nevertheless, the whal
¥ Thid., pp. 778—770.
® A Lambton, Landiord..., p. 324,
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house is property of the landlord, and for this reason it is understand-
able that the peasants have but little interest in its proper upkeep,
which substantially contributes to the extremely low standard of
housing in the Kurdish villages. In the Mahabad area 50 to 300 rs. is
levied per house, in some districts the jut-holder pays nothing, while
the agricultural labourers pay 20 to 120 rs. a year. In the Mungur
district near Mahabad the jut-holder pays nothing, but all the others,
namely persons engaged in cattle-breeding, who dwell in the village
only during the winter season, have to pay 30 to 70 rs. yearly. The rent
on buildings might appear quite low, we must, however, congider the
fact that firstly, it has cost the landlord nothing but the price of the
beams he had provided during the construetion of the building,
secondly, the house usually comprises & single room, and finally, the
peasant living in a village is obliged to perform various jobs in the
form of corvée-labour. For an agricultural labourer, whose living
standard is particularly low, it is very difficult to provide even 50 rs,

Rent paid to the landowner on the village shops is very high,
amounting to e. g. 15,000 rs. in Paswe, 10,000 rs. in Qalatan and 20,000
rs. in Khalifalian per annum. The landowners themselves still own
several hundreds of shops in the towns of Bokan and Sulduz. Some
vears ago, for instance Bokan had a population of 3,000 people and
300 shops. All the shops and residential buildings were property of the
feudal lords of the Elkhani family. A similar situation exists in Sulduy
which has at present more than 5,000 inhabitants and several hundred
shops, the landowner permitting no one to weigh wholesale goods; all
zoods for sale have to be weighed on a cortain public square, for which
the landlord receives 230,000 rs every year.

The landowners likewise levy a high rent upon tea-houses built
on caravan routes: For two suech tea-houses the landlord of Debukr in
the Mahabad area receives over 7,000 rs per annum.

One of the most frequent modes of paying money-rent is “sarana’
(poll tax). In the above-mentioned village in Debukr, for example, it
smounts to 500 1,000 rs per jut-owner and in the case the agricultural
labourers 30— 100 rs, per person yearly, In other cases “sarjuti’’ (tax
on the jut) is being levied; here rent in cash constitutes a mere suple-
mentary part of the ground-rent., In the Kangavar district near Pushti-
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nfhwm}thabqgarhaseﬂherhmmmplﬂdyuhuﬁuhadurmduwdh
a minimum.

In Hasanabad by Sinna the levy is made per jut, and amounts
to seven days' free labour of a peasant and four days’ free labour of
an ass per annum, In addition the peasants have to work for two days
in the landlord's garden.? In areas where caltle-breeding is developed,
the peasants have to collect and prepare all the fodder for the land-
lord's animals. This is the case e. g. in the village Sarukani of the Lajan
district. In this village n peasant willing to grow tobacco, which is of
great concern to the landlord, is levied the lowest begar. In case the
landowner provides the seed, the peasant is exempted from the begar
altogether. In the Paswe village the landowner grows and harvests
tobaceo on several tens of hectars of the best soil, all with begar labour,
while in other areas, e. g. Urmia, the peasant receives /; of the yield
for plonghing and growing tobacco. In Paswe all peasants possessing
draught animals are obliged to plongh the soil free, the remaining work
being performed by agricultural labourers, who take a share from the
yield. Furthermore, the jut-holder is liable to 40 duy's free labour in
summer.

In the village Nalos (Shno nm} every jut-owner is obliged to
plough 3—5 ha of land in addition to his own as begar, which are then
entrusted to a propertyless peasant for cultivation.® The landlord
owns also a large vineyard where all the work is carried out by the
peasants in the form of begar labour.

In most villages of Iranian Kurdistan the landowner can exact
begar labour from the peasant at any time he wishes... In the Saqqiz
area also each jul has to provide several free days’ labour in man and
asses, In addition to this, agricultural labour has to be performed for
the landowner whenever required. Thus, if the landowner wants his
land ploughed, or the harvest reaped, or any other agricultural work
performed, it is done by corvée. Food is provided for those taking part
but no other payment is made.”*

A Lambton, ihid., p. 331.
" \’uryofbmﬂupoﬁmﬂhmmdﬁlaﬁﬂfmthuputnﬂhuhnﬂwhmh

the landowner allots to the mulla. (A.)
®» A Lambton, Landlord..., p. 351.
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~In certain areas, like Mahabad and Sulduz, the “bandavani’
form of begar is quite common, for example in the village Khalifalian
(Sulduz) every jut-owner has to provide one man - bandavan - for the |
period of four months (March-June). The peasant has to pay 850 kg of ]
grain to the bandavan, the latter performing various kinds of work for
the landowner, e. g. he cleans the canals, builds honses in the village,
does the repairs on the landlord’s buildings ete. The number of bana-
davans in the village Qunqala amounts to 60— 80 persons. It is only
the peasants cultivating the soil on the seyekbar system (the landlord
takes two thirds of the yield), that are not obliged to supply the
bandavans. In these areas, besides the bandavani, there exist also
other forms of corvée,

Among the semi-nomadic tribes, or rather in areas with prevailing
animal production, begar service is either completely non-existent or
consists in the performing of minor tasks. This is the case in the Dash-
tabel district where begar does not exist at all. In the Mangur district
(Mahabad) those engaged in cattle-breeding are not obliged to perform
any free work.

Very often the peasants are forced to perform free work as begar
on various construction projects both for the landlord and for the state.
Thousands of peasants toiled on the construction of state roads in
Kurdistan. Recently, when the number of car owners from the land-
owner class has been increasing, the peasants have been made to build
special roads for automobiles, e. g. in Paswe (Lajan) they had to
build an 18 km long road, and in Nalos (Shno) a 15 km long section of
road for the private cars of the landowner.

The large landed proprietors living in the cities have their own
land and their relatives’ houses built exclusively by begar labour. When
summarizing the different forme of corvée, we receive the following
incomplete list:

1. Building of houses, roads ete. for the state und the land-

lord,
2. Cleaning of canals and performing of different tasks con-
nected with irrigation. _
3. Transporting the landlord’s share of the yield wherever re-
quired.
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4. 200500 briquets made of eattle’s droppings for fuel - “tapa-
lana™.
5. 2—16 kgof butter - “ronana”, In cattle breeding areas cheese,
wool ete. are supplied as well.

8. “Gurisana’’ - a fee for string, amounting to approximately.
50 rs.

7. When the landlord or his agent have guests (which is compa-
ratively frequent in Kurdistan) the peasants have to pay the “miva-
nana” for the guests in cash and kind, They have to provide accom-
modation for part of the guests and stables for their horses; board,
however, is provided by the landlord’s house.

8. On the oceasion of every festival {especinlly during the two
religious feasts Ramadan and Qurban) the peasant pays the “djeshnana”
to the landlord.

9. When a member of the landlord’s family dies, the peasants
10, In return for a permission for the marriage of the peasant’s
mardnughﬁar,hmﬂmruufmmnthafamm-iaﬂbﬁgadmhdng
landlord & valuable present - “surana”. In cattle-breeding arcas it
usually consists of s ram, fat, in other cases evenahorse, in recent yo:
the present is also given in cash. For instance, in the Akhtachi district
(Miandoab area) the surana amounts to 5,000 rs. The sum is levied
differently from region to region, but mostly according to the property
of the peasant.

11. For breach of order or regulations, for harm done to another
pensant, the peasant is liable to a fine pid to the landlord. The system
of fines iz common in all districts of Iranian Kurdistan.

12, Sometimes the peasant’s household is ravaged as a penalty
for some minor resistance or disobedience shown towards the landlord

18. After the death ufapam:rtwhuha&mhe&m,his roperty
is appropriated by the landlord, in some cases the Iatter bakes a pord]
from the property even if there are legal heirs.

14. In case the peasant has not performed begar Iabour he must
pay off the “begarana’ instead. Yet it often happens that he pays it
although he had performed the work.

In addition to the dues towards the landlord, the peasants have

152






and thus it is the latter who, in fact, receives all the payments and
remunerates the “dehban' as one of his servants.

2. 50—160 kg of wheat to the “kokha’, or the local magistrate,
whnmvirtmﬂynnmu&mmantby which the landlord exercises his
power, and is, in fact, nominated by him. In Iranian Kurdistan ﬁha
kokha's duties differ from district to distriet.

8. 16—80 kg of wheat to the “gzir’ or “gokhil” in charge of the
preservation of tradition and regulations, who organizes the cleaning
of canals and other collective work. In Iranian I{nniktmhamaaﬂy
hecomes the landlord’s supervisor over the peasants.

4. 20 kg of wheat per plough-land to the sarkar in charge of the
control and division of the erop. In some districts the sarkar does not
exist, hiﬂdwﬁiaablﬂﬁgpm{urmad by the local magistrate. In this case
the magistrate receives no special remuneration. Yet, where the office
of the sarkar exists, whether carried out by the magistrate or anyone
else, the 20 kg per plough-land are taken by the landowner.

5. 6 kg of wheat per animal to the “gavan” tending the horned
cattle and 8 kg to the “shuran™ per goat or sheep.

These are the dues paid by the peasants in Iranian Kurdistan
which follow from their various duties, from the local customs and
regulations. Most of them are levied thronghout the whole country,
some only in certain districts. Their amount and extent increases with
strongly preserved feudal relations, such as the Lajan area, and are
recognized to a limited extent in areas with impaired feudal relations,
or where elements of capitalist agrarian relations have a.lmdy pnne- .
trated. Nevertheless, generally spoken these duties are a significs
feature of the agrarian relations in Iranian Kurdistan, _

In rural Kurdistan other factors still exist connected with the
fendal order as prevailing in agrarian relations. Ammuymggnu
“Ifthe lord has one village, the serf has a hundred ", which implies that.
the peasant can move freely frumomvﬂhgatnmnﬂm In this con=
nection there is the expression “khoshnshin" (a nice settler) meaning
that the peasant is able to choose a “nice” place to gettle and live in,
Yet, both this expression®! and the above proverb should be regarded
3 A, Shamilov considers this expression to have a different meaning (derived

from the word jin - life) - “not to live nicely”. (A. Z. Shamilov,
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as a product of the peasants’ wishes rather than that of objective re-
ality, _

As to the peasants’ freo migration, the situation is far from
fayourable, What hinders them from leaving their native villages? In
areas with strong tribal relations it is, first of all, the respect and
obligation felt by the peasant towards his tribe and the village, and in
addition to that, the peasant rarely dares to quit his native village
where his family have lived for n number of generations.

Furthermore, there are economic factors functioning here; the
peasant living in one village for several generations has the right to
culﬁvahthemﬁ,toumthpwatm; he possesses a share of the trees
fruit orchards and vineyards which he himself has planted, ete. By
leaving he would be deprived of these rights, besides, the possibility of
guining them elsewhere is most doubtful, s

In many cases the peasant is indebted to the landlord, and heing
unable to pay the debt off, is virtually forced to remain in the village,
which is misused by the Iandowner for even more cruel forms of
exploitation. :

Non-economic factors function here as well: The pressure of the
landlord3* and the gendarme, the state laws, ete. constitute a further
limitation of the peasant’s freedom and inerease his feudal dependence
on the soil.

It is most advantageous for the peasant to move in the spring
(in April). By this time he has already used up all the winter supplies
uffoddarnndfuulknd,nnthanthgfhmmmhnabluhprmidﬁ
these easily somewhere else. The landlord for his part finds it more
suitable, and forces the peasants to move, in the autumn (in Novem-
ber), in which ease all the fodder and fuel remains his; the peasants are
nnable to provide them in the new village, and for this reason have to
agree to all the conditions set by the landowner. No wonder that the
peasants who have the possibility of moving in spring, prefer to do so

K voprasu feodalizma, p. 30). This explanation, ulthough very improbable,
is closer to the actual state of affairs, (A.)

" Ad stated above, the landlords take joint measures agninst the peasants;
if o peasant leaves one village, ho is not permitted to settle in a village of
the same area owned by another person, (A.)
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during the night. In order to prevent this, ihn.mjm-l_ty of landlords
have special watchmen keeping guard during spring nights.

Thig limitation of the peasants’ migration is, of course, unag&trw
factor impeding the development and progress of the Kurdish village,
As o result, not even manpower is free to move, _

The fendal relations constitute a hindranee to the advance of
trade; in most Kurdish villages no one can engage in trade without the
landlord’s permission. An strange merchant, selling e. g. nothing but
fruit, cannot enter a village, especially where the landlord self
owns orchards.

In other places, like Paswe in Lajan, the peasants eannot even
sell eggs or hens as the landlord consumes them himself. In case there
is a ghop in the village it is leased by the landowner at a very high rent.
As to the lessee, this is advantageous, as no one else in the village but
him is then entitled to engage in trade. All these regulations limit the
development of exchange in general and particularly the progress of
exchange relations, hampering the penetration of new capitalist
relations into the rural areas of Kurdistan,

Very often a Kurdish girl cannot marry without the landlord’s
permission. Particularly in the case she is to marry & man from another
village or a different tribe, the landlord has the right to refuse, or may
require a sum of money =o high that the family is unable to provide it,
and thus the marriage does not take place. '

4, RENT IN CATTLE-BREEDING

We have already mentioned the fact that cattle-breeding is of

great importance in Iranian Kurdistan, constituting the source for
m%uﬂhﬂumunﬂ income. In areas with prevailing animal produe:
tion we come across several interesting phenomena in the agrarian
relations. The chief kinds of livestock bred are goats and sheep; pig
are reared only exceptionally by Christians, Assyrians, Armenians






of pastures, Innthermmﬂmpemnhhmutapny hwrydum and
it is for this reason that they do not own more than a few animals, and
that cattle-breeding, which is, similary to all agriculture in Irania
Kurdistan, founded on extensive cultivation, is on so low a standard 3%
It might be said that both, pastures and large flocks of ----‘-j'
and goats, are, in fact, property of the large landed proprietors. 1t is
a very case that the pastures belong to the state “Ehaliseh” for which
the government levies high dues from the cattle-breeders.
Among the semi-nomadio tribes owning large flocks there exists
a certain community association of the owners of cattle called “oba
or “hoba", This phenomenon being an object of speculation to some
orientalists, we think it necessary to devote some paragraphs to the
explanation of its principles, ¥
Towards the end of the nineteenth century and at the beginning
of the twentieth, in the period when the tribes, the tribal relations,
and the nomadic mode of life as such, were going throngh a stage of
disintegration, the oba began to apreud and became an important form
of association in cattle-breeding. 1t is based on the practice that
during the spring a number of flock-holders from one or several villages
join and move together to the pastures in the mountains, where they
gpend the summer; in the autumn they all return to the villages and
separate, thus dissolving the obe. During its existence n]]ﬂm issues of
the oba are settled by an elder “saroba” or “‘sarkhel”. Co-operation
concerns only the pasture, all the other activities like milking, pro-
cessing of butter, shearing of the sheep, ete. are performed by ¢ e
members separately. :
Membership in the eba is voluntary and any owner of cattle is
entitled to take part. An oha cannot be ldﬂﬂtilﬂﬁd with a tribe or &

mnditmn {or membership in the eba. Secondly, as we hmm observed
the oba is a transient formation, and thus the entire form of association

*  “Broadly speaking, it would seem that the levying of pasture dues is &
detorrent to ﬂukmping of flocks by the poasants.”” A, Lambtong
Landiord...., p. 358,

» Ben B, Nikitine, Lea Kurdes..., pp. 148, 151,
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 in agricultural labour directly. As a rule, one landowner possesses one.

peaple. They live in the village, run the farms, but do not participate

whole village or part of a large one usually 30—50 ha of arable land,

¢) Wurdeh-maliks:* own about 6 % of arable land and
constitute 1,6 %, of the rural population. Each of them owns about.
520 ha of land leased to other peasants on the cropsharing basis, or
cultivated by hired agricultural labourers.

d) Middle peasants: own a parcel of land, which they
till together with their families, and possess live and dead stock. They
dunntmkfnrmnhn&lm&mdnmrpnmamplmhndw as to
able to lease it. Hardly ever do they employ agricultural laboure
ﬂwm&%mnthmnutmnbkmpmmfmhhfmﬂg
This section is not numerous in Iranian Kurdistan, constituting 3 %

of all the arable land. _
¢) Landless peasants: form the most numerous and
most important part of the peasantry, amounting to 2,160,000 people
and constituting approximately 72 9, of the rural population; two.
main groups can be distinguished: those belonging to the first (about,
42 9,)* own draught animals, agricultural dead stock and, 5—10
he&dsnfmttluiuadditmwmhufthmpeﬂuntnﬁﬂll—ﬂhanf ind,
The second group represents about 30 % of the population, each of
thapmunntuuuhwatmgnplnt-ofabuutlhmhrofrenhdlmd n
case they possess no juf, they plough the land either by themselve
with the help of animals and implements belonging to the owner of
the land, or the ploughing is performed by peasants of the former
group as corvée-labour. The yield is then distributed on a erop-sharing
basis.
f) Agricultural labourers: own neither land no
*  Instead of the oxpression “wurdeh-malik” (small landowner) the word
“kulak” is used, The application of this expression in this case is nos
correct, 05 the small landowners in Kurdistan cannot be regarded o8
village bourgeoisie, or kulaks. (A.) F
" 0L Vilohovskii, ,Mukrinskiec Kurdy”, Predneaziatskii etnog
sbornik, Moscow 1058, p. 102, The author gives the figure of 45 9 foi
the aren of Mukri Kurdistan [mlﬂl Tranian Kurdistan),

. Thid.
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peasants, whose income is not sufficient for the whole year long, sell
the yield of the coming year to the town merchants; the latter then
pays the peasant in goods. In this way the peasant is tied to the
merchant and forced to buy everything in his shop. The merchant, of
course, buys the future yield for an extremely low price and, at the
same time, when selling the goods, partioularly industrial products,
robbs the peasant without any mercy whatsoever.

The “salam” system of usury is especially common in the
northern parts of Iranian Kurdistan, of which Mahabad is most typical.
In Mahabad, having a population of over 20.000, there are more than
2,000 shaps, '3 one shop per ten peaple. If we consider every family to
have approximately five members, then 10,000 people, i. e. 50 % of the
city’s population are merchants and their familics. This is a
unusual phenomenon conditioned by the fact that Mahabad is the
centre of an extensive area with a population of about 300,000 peaple.
At the same time Mahabad is in close commercial contact with Iraq
(in this case not ordinary legal but contraband trade).

The other factor conditioning the existence of this peculiar phe-
nomen is usury. The whole class of Kurdish commercial bourgeoisia
practice usury in the “salam’ form, which not only improverishes the
pmnntry.hutﬂsuhmadhmhmoﬁhutupmﬂmdwdopmtuf :
means of production, as the merchants tend to concentrate all their
financial means on the salam, which for them is a source of highest
possible profit, and for this reason they are not in the least interested
in founding industrinl enterprises, which are but fow in the whole of
Mahabadl.

There exists another common form of usury, by which the land-
owner sells wheat on credit to the peasant in winter or in the spring
mdhkaath&mmnynﬂwthaymldhubmnhmhi&smxﬂmg
to the rules of Islam interest is not permissible, the whole transaction
assumes o form of sale, which, for the landowner, is most profitable,
In spring he gives the peasant 300 kg of wheat, the price of which at
this season amounts to about 4 rs. per kilogram; the peasant ow
him 1,200 rs, The prico of wheat after the harvest drops to 3 rs.

1% Bes entry “Mahabad", Geographical Dictionary of Iran, Vol. 4, Tehoran
1949— 1853 {in Porsian),
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The produce is processed uneconomically, with primitive u
and with no regnrd to hygiene. This is why the final pmduuta have
such a small share in the export of Tranian Kurdistan, being, in fact,
limited to fat only. Otherwise, & larger part of the export comprises
mainly cattle, wool, sking and gut, |

Furthermore, the low standard of agriculture results from
mmplm lack of specialized cadres - agronomists, veterinaries, of
As yeb no radical measures have been taken by the Iranian governs
ment in order to improve the situation. In spite of the ﬁwu rab ';‘
opportunities for an advance of agriculture and particularly of «
production, the authorities completely ignore the education of speci ,
ists, oven lower-grade basic education, required for improving t
medieva, character of present-day agricultural production. The net
for gpecialists mpamnulaﬂypmmlg&uﬂugthnpmodnofepide
breaking out among the domestic cattle or clementary di
resulting in the destruction of the whole year's crop.

The backward, hampering agrarian relations, the extremely lo
standard of agricultural implements, and lack of specinlists, constitute
the chief causes of the low level of agricultural production®s qu
for its part, is the cause of the incredible poverty of millions of peasa it

The long-lasting struggle of the Kurdish people for freedom @
independence and the penetration of the great ideas of the moden
age into the Kurdish villages, as well as into all Iran, mnitad
Kurdish peasants to a decisive battle. After World War I1 the peasa
not only took part in all the struggles against imperinlism and fur
natione! rights of the Kurdish peoplo but also formed independ
peasant movements which aimed at furthering the economic interes!
of the peasantry.®

3 Tranian bourgeois economist attributes the cause of the backwa 1y
of agrieultural produetion to the inefficiency of the Kurdhh
who, seeording to him, lack the *“talent” cssentinl for o
enterprise and, in order to educate them, pmpmuhhnhumﬁ
mmhatmufmndhmtheuﬂhggndﬂamh“ﬂmmd |
habad”, 'T. Baleami, An Economie Geography of Iran, p. 105,

Ll Mﬂhw,mhmmmvauwminlmtbnutnmm
tandownor from the neighbourhood of Kirmanshah that he “n
entoring certain villages, as the opression on the part of the fe
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In the winter 1052 s large peasant uprising broke out in the Bo-
kan area and spread at such speed that the government had to take
immediate measures in order to protect the landowners. Other move-
ments arose in the southern part of Iranian Kurdistan. The pro-
government papers wrote in terror: “The Kurdish peasants raise an
alarm for the distribution of land.”"# “Awake!” they appeal to the land
proprietors, “the bloody horizon of the reyolution can be seen at a dis-
tance!” “Kurdistan has turned Communist!”*® eried another paper,

The ruling circles of Iran are at present facing the extremely
urgent demand for the settlement of the agravian problem, What was
the solution offered by the national bourgeoisie which was in power
during 1651 —1952¢

On October 6, 1952 the Parliament passed an act forwarded by
Mossaddek’s government, which became known as the “20 9 Act”.
According to the new law 20 % of the landowner’s share was to be
divided in two, one half to be given to the peasant and the latter used
for the needs of the village. Simultansously the goverument began to
sell erown and government estates to the farmers. There wus however
1o mention of distributing or limiting the extent of land owned by the
large landed proprietors.

Nevertheless, the 20 % Act itself was not carried out eithers The
anthorof this treatise was himself witness to the fact that in the Mahabad
nrea not a single landowner permitted the law to be carried out. It was
after petrolenm had been nationalized that a certain big landowner
told the official who came to ask for the 20 %: “I give my share from

mmwmmmhm{mmmm
pariy - A.)." Elsewherc he quotes one of his dialogues with the peas-
ants: “What made you enter the party?" Thoy answered that “since
the reign of Reza Shah a landlord called Fayati has soized everything
we possessed; our land, our gardens, and he requires our services every-
day... then one day we heard the rumeur about o party defending the
poor and the subdued. Therefors we entered the party so that we might
be defended by it and thanks to the party, Hayati has not appeared
for o long time now.” M. Daneshvar, Didaniha ve shenidanihaye
Iran, Teheran 1850, pp. 214, 241 (in Persian).

% Tufane Gharb of May 1952.

" Sanandaj of May 1952,
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t»hwﬂt«uﬂhaﬂmiahandmmlrmm too. But I shall give no wheat,
So tell Mossaddek to leave me in peace.” .

Following the coup d’Etat of 1053, when the reactionary clique
headed by the King seized power, vigorous propaganda was set up as.
to an agrarian reform, raising of the production level in agriculture,
ete. The King himself started to sell his land and made an appeal to the.
landed proprietors to do the same. The result was very inadequate and
the land sold out by the King was soon being re-sold by the peasants
and in most cases became property of the large landed propristors,

At the beginning of 1960 a governmental bill was passed limiting
thamtﬂhndndpmpuﬂy mhwpmuﬂuﬂnahmfgod “g 1

from the preface), The extent of land owned h;)r one pumn was fi 1.-,
to 800 ha of unirrigated and 400 ha of irrigated land (Article I1). Land
worked with the application of machinery can remain in the landow-
ner's possession unlimited. All the land belonging to a single village
and irrigated by water owned by the landowner remains property of
the landowner. Until one year after the bill had been passed the land--
owner has the right to transmit to his heirs twice the amount fixed
(i. e. 1,600 haof unirrigated and 800 haof irrigated land). The landowner
is also entitled to select the land he intends to keep. For the rest of the
land he is supposed to obtain a price in proceeds. .
It is obvious that the law cannot lead to a removal of the existing
feudal relations, as the landowners may retain as much as 400 ha of
irrigated land. |
- The ruling classes of Iran, including the feudal lords, who had
the main say, had to pass the act under the pressure of the general
public. The main purpose of this provision was, on the one hand, to
moderate the vigilance of the peasantry and weaken the revolutionary:
spirit of the masses, and to further the forming of a numerous rural
bourgeoisie, kulaks, that would constitute a reactionary social basis
directed against the peasantry and against future tendencies towards
democratic reforms, on the other. The selling of crown and government
estates pursues similar goals. _
The large landed proprietors and the feudal lords, however, dic

not aceept this law either, and thus it has remained a mere scrap of
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impediment to the development of the home market. The insufficiently
developed division of labour among different branches of nationa
economy likewise has a harmful effect. The natural economy togethes
with the insufficiently advanced market relations, particularly ir
certain areas, constitute further hampering factors. The limited amour
of roads and absolute lack of a railway system result in a lack of mu.
tual trace contacts among the different parts of Iranian Kurdistan
the individual districts tending more to establish these contacts with

4

1 3

the nmghbunrmg non-Kurdish areas and with the Capital.®

The attachment of Iranian Kurdistan to the world market, oil:
mining and the employing of a large number of people in the mining
and distribution of oil, together with a rapid growth of foreign trade
and consolidation of the central authorities, are the factors favourabl;

affecting the progress of the home market.

a) Foreign Trade

Foreign trade is primarily directed to the big capitalist countries,
which use it as a means of enforcing their economic policy upon Iran,
thus increasing the unfavourable division of labour where Iran plays

the part of a mere agrarian and raw-material appendage.

Table Meo. 21
Foreign trade of Iran,* (in millions of dollars)

Export Share of Oil
Yoar | Exoluding | goort [ 2oL | o the Total | Tmport
0il | Export (%) :
1057 11 as8 | 380 | epe, | 320 | + 49
1958 105 304 409 749 448 — 37
1950 102 639 | 761 86 % 565 | 208
1960 105 704 809 88 9, 577 | +322)

*  Euelaat, 1. 8. 1961. Economic Developments in the Middle Eust 1058 — 1959

KNew York 1860, p. 102 and 100,

*  The total length of motoring roads i= 1,600 km, which makes 1 ki

of roads per 75 km?, (A.)

188




The above table demonstrates the dependence of the country on
the export of oil, the mining and marketing of which is fully in the
hands of the international monopolies grouped in the Consortinm, and
the intreasing tendency of this dependence. In 1860 oil constituted
already over 88 9% of the total export of the eountry, while in 1951
to 1058 when the petroleum industry had been nationalized and its
export discontinued, there was a favourable balance of trade. In 1952
the balance was 10 million dollars and by 1953 it even exceeded 40
million $.7 At the same time the structure of foreign trade was more
favourable for Iran than it is at present; the state exercised control
over the trading, and Iran imported goods and equipments necessary
for the growth of the country’s economy.

It should be pointed out that in the recent years the volume of

“imported goods exempted from customs dues, not included in the

above table, has greatly increased. The total value of these goods

imported by governmental bodies, by the Consortium and by the
Iranian army in 1958 amounted to 172 million dollars,* and in 1960
surpassed the figure of 100 and in 1961 the figure of 130 million §°
1t follows from the above that in the course of & mere three years
(from 1957—1960) the volume of petroleum export increased three
times, while that of other goods decreased by 6 %. On the other hand,
export grew at a great speed indeed - by 77 9, during 1957 —1060.

0il is being exported into the countries of western Europe

(50 %), furthermore to the Far East (16 9;), to Australia (6 ), Africa

(17 %) and to north America (6 %).2 The countries included in Table

No. 22 belong to the largest importers from Iran.

The German Federal Republic holds the foremost place both as
to the total volume of trade and as fo the import (21 %); as far as
sxport is concerned, it holds only the second place. The U. 8. 8. R. is
the fourth in the total volume of trade, but holds the fifth place in
imports (5 %), and what is most significant, the first place in exportat-

' Foreign Trade Statisties of Iran in the Year 1958, Teheran, p. 26.
*  In Iran the year lasts from March 21st and ends on March 20th.
¥ Teheran Economist, 5. 1. 1963,
v

Report on the Consorfium Activities in 1959, p. 18, Teheran 1960 (in

Persian).
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;‘r:t'ﬂ‘";: SR means should be invested exclusively in
in Circulation (in millions rs).  Production. Secondly, the measure must

: either be taken by the state sector alone
Year Annual or H.I'.l.dl‘.ll' it‘ di!'ﬂﬂtr s“wm- gk .
ﬁw 'I'I'mﬂ- Mﬁﬂzﬂut inﬂm FITaEES . .'
it is essential to preserve a cortain ba

:;‘“ ﬁf'gg; lance between the growth ?f prod (f .
1055 23,078 and the amount of wm circulat) o1
195¢ 96,447 The inflation must never reach a
1957 31,387 which would cause a depreciation of the
1066 38,017 currency and & consequent distrust of the
e tigen | society in its stability, which could lead

1061+ 41,300 to highly inauspicious consequences, Oh-
19625 44,300 vicusly, inflation leads to a depreciation
of the national currency as compared to

*  Bulltin Bank M the foreign mmmumdmpuim its in-

Tran, Teheran August, ternational standing. At the same time it

September 1060, causes an unfavourable effect upon for-
** Monily : Bulletin  of eign trade and an exhaustion of the e

iﬂﬂ, Nc;wui'ﬁ; ‘:ﬁ rency hﬁldmgn It is therefore a necess ATy

situation in March), ~ Prerequisite that foreign trade be a state

monopoly and at the same time that it

bﬂmﬂ-ﬂd on 80 as to prut&nl t}lﬂ‘- national -Frﬂdunu and t_]_].ﬂ ||||"
try's industrialization. :

The present-day situation in Iran shows utterly different en-
dencies: First of all, the majority of the money aoquired through the
inflationary measures is being invested in non-productive sphere
(military purposes, speculative ventures with land, purchase of luxury
goods, ete.). Thus while explaining the inflationary measure by a
concern for an increase in production, the state, in fact, uses then
primarily for unproductive purposes.

In the year 1957 the state gained 7 milliard rials through a ew
emission of money on the basis of an altered exchange rate of the rial
(from 34.6 rs. = 1 § to 75 rs. = 1 §). Half of this sum, 3.5 milliard
rials, was invested into the devolpment of agriculture. The money wa
put into circulation and was to be investod into agriculture ﬂll]}' OTH-
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dually till the Spring of 1062; the Agricultural Bank rendered the loans

nmﬂytutlulugulmdeﬂpmpnnhmmdthwngmh who, as we
have seen before, do not belong to those most interested in raising
agricultural production. The result of such provisions is evident:
Inflation is spreading, and production is showing signs of stagnation.
As to Iranian Kurdistan, this part of the country received a mere
0.8 9% of the sum and therefore suffers equally from the consequences
of the inflation, but receives nominally 20 times fewer loans than
would correspond to the number of its population.

The spread of inflation cansed an unprecedented growth of the
interest rate. The free annual rate of interest in Kirmanshah is
24—38 9™ (similar to almost all areas of Iran).

Where to seek an explanation? At first sight it might seem that
if the inflation tends to spread and the amount of money in circulation
is higher - the interest rate should be low.

Although the free interest rate amounts to 24—36 9%, that in the
banks is three to four times lower, i. e. 6—7 9, This can be explained -
by the balancing of the state budget by loans from the National Bank;
as stated above, they amounted to as much as 364 mil. § already by
the year 1059, The state spends most of the newly issued money for
military purposes and administrative and current expenses. As a result,
the inflation keeps spreading but the banks do not have the capital at
their disposal for investment purposes,

Further it is the speculative ventures, particularly those with
land in and around the cities, that exert a negative influence on the
application of additional money, Hardly anyone is willing to accu-
mulate capital in order to make investments in production if ventures
with land ean secure 50 to 100 %, of annual interest rate. He buys land
at the beginning of the year for 5 § per square meter, and can sell it by
the end the same year already for 8—10 § or even more. No wonder
then that it is rent which tends to undergo the most rapid increase of
all the indices of expenditures, From 1953 until 1961 the cost of living
increased altogether by 76 9, rent alone by 120 9%,

The high rate of interest retards accumulation and investments

by Bulletin Bank Melli Iran, Tohoran 261, No, 27, 228,
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of eapital into production and dirccts the standing means into non-
productive aphm
A serious cause of the present crisis of the Iranian economy is
Imhupartwnpmuninthaagmsiwﬂmﬂpmt Iran keeps an
army numbering 200,000 men, out of which 30,000 are officers and
60,000 non-commissioned officers.’® For the upkeep of the country’s
armed forces Iran spends over 40 % of the total national income.
From the beginning of 1953 till the beginning of 1061 the military
expenditure exceeded the sum of 866 mil, dollars.® The figure is higher
than that standing for the total investments of Iran into industry,
agrioulture, transport and communication, social and administrative
projects, as realized and planned for the period 1958—1963,
As regards foreign trade, this policy finds its reflection in the
“open’ door’” practice. From as early as 1053 Iran has virtually been
an open market for all capitalist countries from the U, 8. A. to Thai-
wan. This practice is founded on the well-known theory of “compar--
able costs” declaring that the freer the trade, the more and the better
applivable is the principle of “comparable costs™. The theory maintains
that international trade spontaneously leads to the optimum structure
of international division of labour, and that each country is able to
market best those goods which it produces under standing circum-
stance for the minimum costs. Yet Iran not only remains a raw-
material appendage of the imperialist countries, but can no more sell
the former traditional export goods either, As far as the international
division of labour is eunmmud from t.hmpumt- of nawlmnamuah -1

of “comparable met-n” an the relationship between developed capitalist
countries and the economically underdeveloped ones can lead to noth-
ing but impairment of the international standing of the latter.

When mentioning the theory of “comparable costs” it would be
useful to pay attention to one more problem: The monopolies advocat-
ing the theory apply it only one-sidedly; what would happen were th
countries of the Middle East permitted to sell their oil freely on the
% Hakhtare Emruz, 21; 12. 1961, _
®  Mirevaya ekonomika i mechdunarodnye otnoshenia (MEMO), No. 11,

Moscow 1961,
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CHAPTER X

OIL AND ITS PLACE IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

1. OIL IN THE WORLD

Oil plays an exceptionally significant role in the economy of Kurdistan
just as it does in the economy of all the main oil producers in the
Middle East. The problems ariging from its existence and exploitation
apply to the entire area in general and will definitely determine ita
future economic and political development to u large degree. For this
reason their complex treatment from the viewpoint of the whole
Middle East appears to be necessary, the economic aspect of the
Middle-East oil, and particularly its influence upon the future develop-
ment of this area, remaining at the same time in the centre of our
analysis, :

(il is reaching the height of its importance in the world economy,
gradually replacing”coal as fuel and even more strikingly as a raw
material for chemical industry; a whole new branch of chemistry
has emerged known us petrochemistry, having tremendous importance
for the whole economy. Oil has become one of the most sought-for raw .
materials, bocause its extraction, transport, storage and processing are
simpler and less costly than those of coal. In electric power production
one ton of oil contains the same amount of calories as three tons of
coal, and moreover, leaves no ashes. Furthermore, oil is becoming
a significant factor for the production of nitrogen fertilizers for agri-
culture. dn twenty years the share of oil has increased from 10 9,
60 %, whereas that of coal deacreased from 90 %, to 40 %,

The significance of petroleum as a strategic raw material is
beyond discussion. In spite of the fact that war is assuming a different.
chmulwduetothadheqvarymdpmgmnufmkmmhnow and
the application of new kinds of fuel, oil still remains an important fuel
for a present-day war, its strategic role being greatly stressed in the
military projects of the imperialists and their aggressive pact N. A, T. 0.
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equipment. Most part of the mining and processing of oil is automati--
zed and the automation process is still continuing. For this reason the
number of workers in oil industry gradually decreases in spite of the

rapid growth of production. The spread of automation, meaning o

substantial growth of labour productivity, is most profitable to the

monopolies, which feel no concern whatsoever about its social conse-

quences, especially the growth of the masses of unemployed, On the

contrary, & low number of workers is most welcome to them, as they

prefer a few workers with a “good income to a large number with

a meagre wage. Such procedure is advantageons from the political

aspect too, as it enables the forming of a section of the so-called wor-

kers' arsitocracy from permanent employees under the conditions of
the Middle East, which is to impair the role of the workers in the

petroleum industry in the working-olass movement, in the country as

such, and partioularly in the struggle against the foreign petroleum

monopolies.*

The generally low wages of the oil industry workers in the
Middle East, being on the average eight times lower than in the
U. 8. A,, is also & favourable circumstance of great importance to the
monopolies.®

Thanks to exceptionally high productivity of labour combined
with hard exploitation the Middle-East oil has become the cheapest
in the entire capitalist world,

The Middle-East oilfields are the closest to the European market,
which is the main importer, and the problem of transport is further-
more facilitated by the fact that most of the oil mined in the Middle
East is extracted either directly on the coast, mainly along the Persian

*  The monthly income of a skilled worker in the il industry amounis
to 70—80 dollars, which, in the Middle East, is comparatively higher
than in other industries, where the skilled worker's wage i= 4050 §
nmnnth{j..]

i aro considerable differences in the standard of wages in the

; eountries of the Middle East: The wages are higher in cotntrics
with & higher living standard, where the workers are more sdvanced
in their class consciousness and tradition of strugele sgainst tho oil
monopolies, such as Iran and Irag, than, for instance, in Saudi Arabin.
A
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Shipping of il has proved to bo the cheapest means of transport; the
average costs of sea transport were seventy times lower after World

War Two than by road, twenty times lower than railway and four
times lower than pipe-line transportation. r
The lack of petroleum in the Far East is generally known, and
the Far East alone imports 10 %, of the oil produced in the Middle
East, which, considering the oil-mining areas of the capitalist world, are

again the nearest. _'
The advantages of the concession agreements concluded with
‘the Middle-East countries on the extraction of oil are so attractive that
the petroleum monopolies makuwwyn&‘oﬂinnrdutobusbh‘.tq
mine oil in this part of the world. For example the American mono-
polies eam a yearly profit of 20 9 in the U. §. A, 35 % in Venezuela
and 100 % in the Middle East on the same amount of investment.

As will be shown later, the division of profit on the principle of
50 : 50 which forms the basis of the agreements made between the
petroleum companies and the governments of the Middle East, is
feigned and misleading. The profit made by the monoplies is, in fact,
much higher. The official net income alone, as presented in the public-
ation of the U. N. 0. was 1,500 mil. dollars in the year 1961, :
_The prospects of future development of the oil industry in the
Middle East are the best in the capitalist world, Over 70 % of the
hitherto ascertained supplies of petrolenm are located in this area, and
new domes are being discovered every vear, whereas the extensive
exploration projects in other parts of the capitalist world are carrie ;
out with poor results,

In the period between 1950 and 1962 the share of Middle-East
oil in world prodnction inereased from 16.9 9 to 25 %. The following
index of oil production in the three main oil producing regions of he
capitalist world during the last. five yoars is highly illustrative of the
recent development. !

The Table No. 25 indicates that during the five Fears
production of oil in the U, 8. A. has remained bagically the same,
in Venezuela it increased by 17 9% and in the Middle East by
71 %. The supplies of oil ascertained in the U, §. A. in 1958 amount-
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contracts were revised and consequently the so-called

from oil of the countries in the Middle East in the frame of the existing
agreements between them and the petroleum monopolies, which as we
know, are officially established on the principle of 50 : 50,
1t should first be pointed out that the quoted prineiple had been
attained as a result of a strenuous and long struggle. Before that, the
share received by the countries in question was lower still, To give an
example - beginning with the year 1808, when the extraction of oil in
Iran started, until 1950, when the nationalization of the Iranian
petroleum industry took place, the former Anglo-Tranian Oil Company
extracted in Iran altogether 326 million tons of petroleum, for which
a mere 105 million pounds sterling were paid to Iran, the A. 1. O. C.
having gained 790 million pounds. On every ton of oil the company
made a profit of over £ 2, while the income of Iran was 6 shillings, i. e
seven times less,
After the Second World War the countries of the Middle East
began a concentrated fight against the monopolies, which in 1950
culminated in the nationalization of the Iranian petroleum industry,
the then higgest producer of oil in this part of the world, Later, in 1954,
Iranian oil did once again fall under the sway of the petroleum mono-
polies (this time the A. I. 0. C. was replaced by the International
Consortium); nevertheless, this event made the people of these :
ries realize for the first time, of what enormous wealth they were being
robbed by the monopolies.
The increasing protests of the public against the monopolies
compelled the latter to make certain concessions, by which form

on the division of profit on the 50 : 50 basis came into being.
For this purpose the profit is caleulated according to the so-
called post-price.® Before 1948 the price of oil had bheen reckoned ae:
cording to the production costs in the U, 8. A. At that time, the
U.s. Lmbyf&rthehlggaatpmdummdwmufuﬂin
world; since then, however, they turned from an oil-exporting country
into an importer of oil, and the petrolenm monopolies began to reckon
the production costs of the Venezuela oil as basis for fixing the price

. Thaprh&afnﬂpuﬁdhythpmlﬂnmmpuhmbym
Gulf, (A}
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production costs, as given in Table No. 26, correspond more or less to
the actual costs of production, whereas the prices, as stated in Table
No. 27, with the exception of the Mexican Gulf, represent the so-
called post-price, It is these prices, on the basis of which the count: ies
of the Middle East receive 50 %), of profit, after the production costs
have heen deducted. Both the production costs and the above me -
tioned post-prices are fixed by the monopolies. It is noteworthy that
e. g the Iraq Petrolenm Company states the same production costs,
13 shillings per ton, whether the oil be mined at Kirkuk, Basrah or
Mosul, although the conditions of production in the areas mentioned
differ to a great extent. In addition, the given costs have remained
practically unaltered during the whole post-war period. ]
The worst conditions of production are in the U. 8. A.: the
international value of petroleum is therefore fixed aceording to them,
The role of the international petroleum cartel fixing a high monopoly
price of il for the entiro capitalist world, should not be ignored either,
The above implies that the international price of oil is, in fact, perman:
ently fixed according to the price of oil extracted in the U, 8, A. g d
not according to Venezuela oil, as the spokesmen of the I. €, are trying
to prove, i
The price of Middlo-East petroleum should be 3.15—3.25 dollars

per barrel, which is almost twice the present post-price. This would
mean a material increase in the income of the countries concerned and
seemingly the profits of the petroleum monopolies should be higher
too. The actual state of affairs, however, is not that simple. |
Here the 1. C. appears in all its might. In 1960 the eartel cont oled

61 % of the production of oil in the capitalist world and 94 9% of he
oil-production of the Middle East. This means that the I. C. is by far
the most powerful ruler over the production and distribution
petrolenm in the capitalist countries. Such dominant position enables
the cartel to carry out large-scale prico manipulations, In the Pers
Gulf the oil is only being transferred, no trading takes place hes
The actual dealing takes place in Western Europe, where oil s b cing
sold for the international price. These manipulations are s source of
tremendous profits to the I. C., to the detriment of the countries in the
Middle East of course, as the difference between the post-price of oil
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Table No, 27 : -
Incomes of the Countries in the Middle East per Ton of Crude Oll (in dollars)

| 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1060 ’ lm—l

~ Middle East
'_lnwiaéé}

[ 5.8 i3 | &6 5.1 1 5,1

1t follows that in the course of five years the income per ton of

oil decreased in the Middle East by 70 cents, i. e. by 12 %, Thus in_
1961 alone the countries of this area suffered a loss corresponding to
approximately 195 million dollars.
It is worthwhile to pay closer attention to some of the figures
given in the above table. The production of oil in Iran, controlled by
the Consortinm increased in 1061 by 8 mil. tons as compared to the
year 1060; the income of the country was, however, only 5 mil. dollars
higher, which means that in return for each additional ton of oil pro-
duced in 1961 Iran received but 60 cents. In Traq, the production grew
by one mil. tons, while the incomes decreased by two million dollars.
In ﬂlﬂ Year 1660 fnrt.lmr rﬂduntinn in the post.«priue Was Announce _?
by which the countries of the Middle East lose 8—4 %, of their inco-
mes. These countries, joined in September 1960 by Venezuela, founded
in Baghdad the so-called Organization of Petroleum Exporting Count-
ries (0. P. E. (1)* The memberstates stated that oil constitutes the
fandamental part of the income and their investment in economie plans;
the budget equilibrium is directly dependent on the production of oil,
which “as a capital, which is not inexhaustible, has to be replaced by
other capital in proportion to the rate of its consumption.” |
All that has been said concerning crude oil, applies with ¢
greater force to petrolenm products, How enormous the profits made:
by the petroleum monopolies are can be illustrated by the fact that.
they sell a ton of oil to the West-European consumer for the average
price of 240 dollars, which is a price 160 times higher than the ave age
' Member-states of the Organization of Petroloum Exporting Countries
ure Iran, Traq, Saudi Arabis, Kuwait, Venezuela. The organization

was later joined by Qatar, Libya and Indonesia. (A.)
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It proves that Forughi was a far more foresighted politician than
the present rulers of Iran; soon after the First World War he antici-
pated the future development of the Kurdish problem. The ruling
viroles of Tran, on the other hand, are being forced to deal with the
Kurdish question as a result of the pressure of the present situation.
Nevertheless, a policy which might have meant some success after
World War I is not likely to bring any outstanding results nowadays.
At the same time, the present-day rulers of Iran are concerned with an
additional problem; they feel frightened by the fact that it is the
left-wing forces that are gradually sequiring preponderance in the
lendership of the Kurdish national liberation movement. For this
reason they attempt to shatter the unity of the movement and drive
all revolutionary-minded people out of the leadership.

The policy of the rulers of Iran towards the Kurdish question
might be summarized as that of crushing any movement of the Kurd-
ish people, and in case that proves impracticable, penetrating into it
in order to exert their influence or even take over the lead; in the
worst case they aim at damaging the movement and driving out
of its leadership the true defenders of the Kurdish people’s inter-
cuts, :

The Iraqgi revolution of July 1858 offered new prospects to the
Kurds, Tn appreciation of their participation in the struggle against
the Nuri-Said regime the Constitution of the Republic of Iraq declared
“Traq is the common country of Arabs and Kurds”, During the first
year of the revolution the Kurdish people achieved significant results
in securing national and political demands. Hopes arose promising that
necessary prerequisites will be ereated for a rational solution of the
Kurdish question within the framework of the Iragi republic - a solut-
ion which might have constituted a model for the other countries
with a Kurdish population.

After the first year of the new regime Kasim introduced his
anti-democratic policy, and together with the intensification of
reprisals against the democratic forces and the suppression of demo-
cratic liberties, strengthened the oppression by terror of the achieve-
ments and the rights of the Kurdish people. This finally led to an armed
confliet between the Iraqgi government and the Kurdish armed groups
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in September 1961 which continued until the fall of the Kasim govern-
ment.

The military operations carried out by ‘the Kasim government,
bombing of the peaceful Kurdish population, devastation of villag
and unprecedented political, military and even economic press ....:
brought no suceess whatsoever. The unity of the Kurdish peopl
became firmer still and an overwhelming majority of the Kn:da n
Iragi Kurdistan united under the leadership of Mustafa Barze
Knaimapo&nyinﬂnﬁhnwmhrwghtmaduﬂwkmﬂ
formed one of the chief causes of the fall of his dictatorial regime,

In order to gain the support of the Kurdish armed movement,
or to neutralize it at least, for the first period after the putsch, the
Baasists ahmn&ybefnmthnputaoh whmhlmkplmaonrahuuy
1963, promised the Kurds extensive antonomy. They even continue
to speak about the autonomy for the first days following their adve
to power. Yet, the more they strengthened their pﬁmﬁnn. the mon
they tended to postpone the fulfilment of their promises. The fins
outcome was nothing but a promise to the Kurds of a “dmmtm
government’” with no real meaning, which was to substitute the righ
for antonomy. The representatives of the Kurdish national-libe
- movement could not give their consent to this proposal and demay
the government secure an immediate and unambiguous mugniti
of an autonomy for the Kurds in the framework of the Iraqlmpuh o

. One after the other the manceuvres of the Baasist leaders fs --'1
it came to light thntﬁayd;ﬁnﬂt!ﬂngnmethﬁmlammof
Kurdish nation. Beginning with the first half of June 1063, the A
government started to concentrate troops in Kurdistan. On June ?
three days before the declaration was made, the governmental troops
attacked the military stations of the Kurdish armed forces. On the
Oth of the same month the five members of the Kurdish delegation
‘negotiating in Baghdad with the Iragi government were Jmpa-boneﬂ
Thus the Baasists unveiled themselves as people with no respect for
norms and moral obligations, A

After seizing power in the putsch of February 8, they conces L
under the pretext of suppressing & “communist conspiraoy™ all th -.',5',-
atrocities, terror, persecution, torturing, mass executions of t
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democratic leaders and communists, How can they ever justify them-
selves in the eyes of the whole world, having perfidionsly broken off
negotiations and at variance with all regulations and contrary to the
United Nations Charter started to massacre the Kurdish population ?
They were killing women and children, burning down villages and
crops - all this, as pointed out by the Lebanon journal Al-Akhbar, in
the name of “freedom” and “socinlism™. They cannot be regarded but
as people who had adopted the fascist methods from the West and
combined them with fondal barbarism. The Baasist leaders have been
aptly characterized by the Ttalian Unitd that describes them as a group
of opportunistic intelligentsia incapable of seizing power by them-
selves, and therefore ready to serve anyone in ordgr to attain this goal,
Mass terror against the Iraqi patriots and war of extermination
waged against the Kurdish population deprived the Baasist govern-
ment in Iraq of all social support. This government relied on the “na-
tional guard” formed by déclassé elements, a fanatically and chauvin-
istically directed section of the youth, students and petty bourge-
oisie. Their attempts to create an atmosphere of Arab chauvinism and
hatred against the Kurdish people and to declare a war of Arabs
against the Kurds failed. The war against the Kurdish people turned
into a symbol of struggle of all the nations and strata of the Iraqi people
against Baasist rule. Not only the communists and democrats of all
Iraq, not only the Kurdish national-liberation movement as a whole,
but also sections of the national bourgeoisie, liberal leaders and even
~ the “unionists”, advocates of  firm link between Irag and the U AR,
who took part in the coup d'état on February Sth, joined the
opposition to the Baasist rule in Iraq. In fact, conditions have
heen created for the reinstalment of the unity of all the Iragi people
whieh must sooner or later arise in its mighty force. On 18th Novem-
ber 1063 the Baas and its rule of terror and bloodshed was over-
thrown.
! The standing of the Kurdish national-liberation movement in
Iraq has never been so firm as nowadays, The armed stroggle of the
Kurdish people enjoys the support of every honourable citizen in Iraq,
which is proved by the fact that many Arab patriots, officers and
soldiers, erossed over to the fighting Kurds. The material and moral
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support rendered by the Arah section of Iraq guarantees both .J_
friendship of the two nations and the vietory of their joint u-;”;.
The Kurdish people receive substantial help from the soci
countries, partioularly from their mighty neighbour, the So
Union, Whiﬁhmk the side nithsjmtiﬁadmn of the Kurdish people
with all its infamntinnnl authority. Turkey, Iran and Syria have b
warned not to interfere with the internal affairs of Iraq: the declaration
of JJuly 7, 1963 addressed to these governments by the Soviet govern:
ment states: “The tragedy of the Kurds in Iraq has already bmm
international issue. All this stirs up the righteous indignation of t
broadest public in the world.” The Soviet Union, loyal to its inheren
traditions, and as o true friend of the Kurdish people, mtain
declaration ad to the lraqi government: “Doubtless, the Traqi
government has knowledge of the fact that the Soviet people, similar
to the nations of the Wﬂﬂl’] must-ltmngl}’ mmlamn the blood-shedd 1i
Wmndahytluhnq:nﬁhoﬂﬁmagﬁmﬂmpamaﬁd rilis
people which constitutes almost a quarter of all the population nf
m“nw L1
The members of the aguressive CENTO pact, during the session
of its permanent council in Smyrna in July 1063, worked outaplm
the intervention of Turkey and Iran agaivst the Kurds which
given the name of “Operation Tiger". According to the plan ¢ ¢
Turkish troops were to advance towards Mosul, the Iranian troops
inﬁiadhacﬁomufﬁulnmmﬂmﬁuvmtmmhgm l'.hn :
of Turkey, Iran and Syria just in time. In its note the Soviet go
ment declares: “An intervention of other states into the events t:
place on the tervitory of the Iragi state is not merely a concern of
The participation of other countries in a-m&iutsn&thnpmﬂliun
military training grounds in the vicinity of the Soviet fmntlu'
outside powers linked with aggressive military and political I
endangers the safety of a number of states ineluding the Soviet Uni
%mmmﬂmhqumtmmﬁrmhngaﬁmmgudﬁlunf 0
importance only, has become a problem of international significane ‘_
During the session of the U. N. Economic and Saniu.l Coun
that took place in July 1963 in Geneva the Soviet government
the issue of the extermination of Kurds in Iraq. 1t was moﬂy ""
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region of Western Azerbaijan”), the central (officially “the Kurdis ar
region”’) and the southern part (officially “the Kirmanshah region "),
There does not exist even a good road to connect the whole of [raninn
Kurdistan. In winter there is in addition no connection between 8i
and Saqqiz, which means that the southern part of Iranian Kurdistan
is completely cut off from the northern part. A

In spite of all that has been said, the advincement of capitalist
relations, differentiation in the rural areas, the growth of towns,
expansion of trade and transport do lead to an economic consolidation
of the Kurdish nation, :

It follows that although we cannot, as yet, assert that the anity
of economic life in Kurdistan is complete, it i not possible to igno
that in the case of the Kurds this feature does exist. It has been men-
Humdthatﬂmp:tethuamﬂmn-l borders they retain large-seale eco-
nomic contacts with each other (e. g. the Kurds in Iraq and Iran),
Besides, the unity of economie life is more or less relative in the case
of the nations surrounding the Kurds - the Persinng, Turks, Arabs,
Azerbaijanians (in Iran) ¢te., somewhere assuming a firmer, somewhere
a looser form. Economie unity was also incomplete in the case of t
(aucasian nations, and was far from complete among the Central
Asian nations of Russia. This, however, constituted no obstacle to
these nations now being regarded as separate socialist nations. A

The common psychie disposition of Kurds is recognized generally.
M] mm H-Ddﬂpmm dﬂﬂhﬂg mﬁh tlhBPIﬂble:BﬂfK AOlogEY
are agreed that the Kurds differ from all the surrounding nations, that
they have preserved their own culture and have not become nssimilated
by any other racial or ethnical group. The long-lasting struggle of th o
Kurdish people to preserve their national existence has become a
lasting element in the consolidation of the psychic disposition and the
national culture of Kurds, :

It should be added that following the Second World War, and
particularly during the existence of the democratic rule in Mahabad,
the national conseiousness of the Kurds strengthened greatly.

The process of national revival proceeded and deepened still
further after the July 1058 revolution in Irag. At present not in M
alone, but, partly also in Iran, Kurdish periodicals are issued- Eurﬂmh
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. The next in the number of negative factors are the preserved
tribal and feudal relations, which, however, are gradually being
deprived of their importance due to the progress of the home market
and the penetration of the ecapitalist relations into rural Kurdi-
atan,

We arrive at the conclusion that o complete national consolidal.
ion of the Kurds under present circumstances is not attainable, This
does not imply that we can ignore the existence of the Kurdish nation
which as a historical category is undergoing o development and
hecoming consolidated. '

Fundamentally none of the features inherent.to a nation is missing
in the case of the Kurds, although some of them (e. g. unity of economie
life) are not as yet fully developed. We can, therefore, npeak about &
Kurdish nation just as we can speak about nations in the o
countries of the Middle East, nations which are at present undarg ing
the consolidation process.

The Communist Party of Iraq has the great merit of having
been the first to formulate its opinion on the consolidation of the Kurd:
ish nation, an opinion which became a theoretical basis for the party’s

‘activities in thu ﬁ:rl]umng period.

a nation: It is a stable community of historical origin; al’ﬁhnugh .
by imperialism, it possesses a common territory, a common language
and all prerequisites for the formation of & common economio life, and
it possesses the common traditions of psychic disposition expressing
itself through the national culture and through the common endeavou;
of the Kurds for liberty and national unity.”? :

The transition from & clan or tribe to a nationality meant, at. ',f__‘
same time, a transition from the primitive-communal and slav
systems towards feudalism, The transition from nationality to natio
means the transition from feudalism to capitalism; this is the transition
which the Kurds are undergoing, or rather which they are now complef
ing.

n Quoted from the declaration of the Sseond Conferenes of the Communi
Party of Traq, July 1956 {in Arabic).
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4. CHARACTER OF THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF
THE KURDISH REOPLE

At present the struggle of the Kurdish people assumes, first of
all, an anti-imperialist character, imperialism constituting the enemy
number one. Political independence and liberation remain incomplete
and insecure unless the political influence of imperialiem is destroyed,
unless imperialist pacts and military bases are abolished. On the other
hand, it is also the dominant nations of Turkey, Iran and Iraq that
are engaged in a struggle against imperialism. That is to say - anti-
imperialist struggle is common to all nations striving for liberty, and
in this endeavour the Kurdish nation stands side by side with the
nations of all the countries in the Middle East. While imperialism is
present and rules the conntries inhabited by Kurds, there is no liberty
for the Kurds nor for the other nations who are not free either. The
primary and fundamental task of all the enslaved nations of the Middle
East is to do away with imperislism. In this way the national-liberation
movement of the Kurdish people becomes part of an international
struggle, being thus organically linked with the hundreds of millions
of people striving for democracy and progress, against reaction and
imperialism throughout the world.

The Kurdish national-liberation movement is furthermore
directed against the ruling circles of Iran, Turkey and Iraq who, as
advoeates of the interests of the fendal-comprador elique, represent
the chief stronghold of imperialism. The struggle against this clique is
heing waged by the nations of the respective countries; e. g. the nations
of Iran are fighting against the reactionary regime of the Shah and thus
stand in the common front with the Kurds living in Tran. In addition
to that - in this striving, which is virtually taking place within the
political frontiers of the Iranian state, the Persians and Azerbaijanians,
ot this stage, have more possibilities to support the Kurdish people in
Iran and therefore form a closer link with them than the Kurds living
in Turkey or in Iraq. Every change in the political situation in Tran
finds a direct reflection in Iranian Kurdistan, while a change in Iraq or
that concerning the Traqi Kurds affects the standing of the Iranian
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advaneing, the Kurda as an oppressed nation were ablo to
achieve their national rights: on the other hand, every violation of
democracy was accompanied by a violation of the national rights the
Kurdish people had achieved through their struggle. This was the case
at the victory of Kemalism in Turkey, in the years 1945—46 in Iran,
and in Iraq after the revolution of July 1958. Neither national rights
nor a settlement of national problems can be materialized without
democracy, unless democratic liberties are gnaranteed.

The experience of the recent years in Traq has produced convine-
ing proofs of the fact that repression of democratic forces mes
repression of democracy and repression of the national rights of the
Kurds. Literally, every single achievement of the reaction and e
retreat of democracy were accompanied by an attack against the
Kurdish people and their national rights. .

The above does not imply that the two problems are parale
lel. Lenin's statement, concerning the rights to selfdeterminat on
as one of the requirements of democracy which must naturally bo
subordinate to the needs of democracy, is generally acknowledged.
The fate of Kurdistan offers a conspicuous example of what is a primary
and what a subsidiary factor, Nowadays, there exist seven Kurdish
transmitters in Iranian Kurdistan, which spread governmental pro-
paganda in Kurdish, and periodicals are being issued in Kurdish, too.
Yet, the Kurds suffer under eruel oppression, enjoy no nationa! rights
and any attempt at achieving them encounters resolute supp:
Hundreds of Kurdish democrats have been arrested and sentenced
lengthy imprisonment. all because democratic liberties have beer
violated, because there is no sign of democracy which would gunrantes
the people their fundamental civil rights. In the years 1951 —1§ 3
there existed no Kurdish transmitters, nor periodicals, but there was
& certain degree of democracy, and democratic liberties were recognized,
although to a limited degree only. The Kurdish people had the possi:
bility of expressing their will, of demanding their national rights, and
the circumstances in general were much more favourable for them.
In other words, the ruling circles for different ressons can, or ro
forced to, approve, if partly at least, of certain manifestations of
national rights. Nevertheless complete removal of national oppression,
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CHAPTER X!l

THE RIGHT OF NATIONS TO SELF-DETERMINATION
AND THE KURDISH QUESTION

1. MARXISM AND THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE
KURDISH NATION

Due to the great historieal transformations which have taken p
since the Second World War, the liberation of former colonial and

oppressed territories has become an urgent issue of the present period. ;,_
Nowadays there exists no nation which has not attained politieal
independence, or is not its way to liberation. The former great oola il
powers are forced to recognize offically the right to self-determing
of one nation after another. Dnthautharhmﬂ.wmightm!lu o
thatendmuyhpmtpmaﬂm;rmﬁngofpohtmhndemdmm I
long as possible, ortnkeepregwdingmmuofthe nations as “imma-
ture'.

Marxism-Leninism avows the right of self-determination to e
nation, and this right for them has a concrete contents, Lenin in
polemic with reformists and deviationists from Marxism showed clearly.
that “... the self-determination of nations means the political separat: J-

ion of thm nations from alien national bodies and the E:tmahun u[

of nations in the programme of the Marxists cannot have any other
meaning than political self-determination, political independence, and
the formation of a national state.”* \
Marxism not only defines the exact contents of the right of nations.
for self-determination, but proclaims this right elearly under any cir-
cumstances and whatever diffioulties might temporarily oceur as &
consequence,
Lenin wns an uncompromising advocate of the right to self-
V.1 Lenin, Questions of National Palicy and..., p. 3. :
*  Ibid, p.8%.
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chance of secession being possible and “feasible” before the intro~
duction of socialism be only one in a thousand." For this reason he
warking class parties active in Kurdistan have raised the slogan of
self-determination for the Kurdish nation, in spite of the difficult and
complieated situation. .

The program of the Turkish Communist Party of the 1930-jes
reads: “The government of workers and peasants grants the right to
self-determination including the right to separate from the state to he.

bourgeoisie, the Tude party made o brave defence of the Kurﬂ.n]:i
nation’s right to self-determination. b

The Iraqi Communist Party when dealing with the Kurdish
issue on the oceasion of its second conference, which took place in
July 1956, during the Nuri-Said dictatorship, declared: “The Kurdis}
pbuphinIHqBM inseparable part of the Kurdish nation in the whole
of Kurdistan now split among the states of Turkey, Iran and Traq !
An autonomy founded on voluntary, militant, fraternal union mnab;-
‘tutes a temporary settlement corresponding to the circumstances ang
in accordance with the interests of both nations Mrabs and Kurds - A.),
namely, of course with the interests of the Kurdish people; it does not,
however, mean a final solution which might substitute the right of the
Kurdish nation to self-determination. This settlement will, at the same
time, be a significant factor in the liberation of the Kurdish people, the
realization of its national unity and in the preparation nffwounhh_
conditions for the Kurdish nation to be able to dispose of its right to_
H[f-ﬂduarmﬁmﬁun including also the formation of an l'.u-.nalu,,_

' V.L Lenin, Questions of Natianal Policy and..., p, 182,
®  Programnye dokumenty kommunisticheskikh partii Vostoka, Moscow 1934,
* Statement of the Ind Conference of the Tragi Communist Party, July, 1956

{in Arabio),
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point is thadamgu of the state power being seized by the feudal lords
who necessarily oppose democracy and socialism.

Kurdistan would thus hecome a stronghold of reaction in the
Middle East. This whole standpoint is, however, in its very essence
baseless and results from lack of understanding of the present-day
state of affairs in Kurdistan, The above analysis of the agrarian relut-
ions and the Kurdish society hasshown that the fendal lords have long
ago lost the lead in the national-liberation movement of the Kurds,
Feudal relations are dissolving and new socinl powers, nmdy
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, are acquiring decisive significance.
Tt follows that a Kurdish state headed by feudal lords belongs to the
past, together with the period that followed World War T. We must
keep in mind that an independent state can come into being only as
a result of a fierce national-liberation struggle in which the national
bhourgeoisie and the proletariat would play the leading roles.

By the above we do not mean to deny the high economie standir s
and a certain degree of political authority still enjoyed by the Kurdish
fendal lords which is sometimes connected with the influence of
and religious relationships functioning to the benefit of the foudal class,
It has alrendy been demonstrated that the foudal lords constitute .:
chief stronghold of the imperialist powers within the Kurdish socie _
and it is therefore important to count with the fact that they might
still cause considerable difficulties in the course of the natio : ?
liberation process. This was proved during the Mahabad Republie
when the feudal lords of Iranian Kurdistan revealed themselves as
helpers of the Iranian government, and also during the first
folluwingthalqummlut-mn of 1958 when the feudal lords, hankaﬂ

i ‘l’hua]ypmp&gmdsnprend by the western powers as to their
disagreeing with the attitude assumed by the ruling circles of Tran,
Turkey and Traq towards the Kurds is sometimes n source of he
impression. as if it were they who support the idea of creating an
independent Kurdish state. From the theoretical point of view it i
impossible that the imperialist powers would be promoters of in:
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materialization of the Kuredish people’s right (o sell-determina-
tion. ‘This part contains also conelusions applying to the
peonomie progress of the eeonomically less developed countries
in general and of Kurdistan in particular,

The work as a whole s an attempt ot a scientific explanation
of the Kurdish question. 1t is basically an economie and political
monography with major stress laid on the sconomic problens,
the analysis of which provides grounds for the author's con-
elusions. The conclusions, in spite of their topical politieal
import, are rather of theoretieal nature aned  vomain on o
general scientifie level which is the leading feature of the
whale book.
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