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G : Abstract

Parliament is considered one of the most significant official establishments in
any democratic political system as it is the symbol of democratic embodiment and
Is the station of citizen participation in the guiding of power, general policy
planning, supervision of legislation and public administration. It is for this reason
that parliament is a direct representative of the citizenry and its wishes. At the very
least is the single most important factor that connects people with governing power
and preventing people from feeling unattached from the production of legislation
and the policy making process. Hence, the parliament of most democratic nations
has in place specific mechanisms that work to strengthen this relationship in order
to embolden trust in the parliamentary process. Therefore, it can be said that a
strong and active parliament should have tan effective relationship and trust of
those it represents. So, the extent to which parliamentary conduct is weak and
inactive effects its role and effectiveness negatively and will decrease the publics
trust in the body.

Clearly parliament has an enormous role aside from its responsibly to draw up
legislation and the supervision of the government. These other roles allow for
parliament to have a strong position and effectiveness in the state.

Thus, the primary question here is what are the most important tools to
measure the level of activeness and effectiveness of parliament? How can we tell
when a parliament is successful or unsuccessful in its role? To answer these
guestions there are numerous measures; in particular the measure put in place by
the international parliamentary Union (IPU) for the recognition of strong, active
and effective parliaments. Furthermore, numerous tools of measurement put
forward by researchers who study parliamentary politics also support this.

This research sources from the perspective outlined above and takes advantage
of data and information that the researcher has had access to. Furthermore, via the
support of numerous scientific measures for the assessment of parliamentary
conduct researchers use that internationally. The research specifically focuses on
the conduct of the Kurdistan parliament in its second and third sessions.

Furthermore, along with a comparative study of parliamentary conduct
between these two periods, the research also reveals the major obstacles before the
proper conduct of these two parliamentary sessions via research focused on



opinion gathering from the parliamentary party leaders in those two sessions. Such
an opinion gathering exercise allows for the gathered opinions to be representative
of 97% of the parliamentarians of these two periods (2005 and 2013). What is
more, the research explains some of the best means and tools to break from these
obstacles going forward.

The research has chosen to only analyse the second and third parliamentary
sessions for this research as the first session was extended multiple times and
lasted for ten years, while the fourth was extended for a year.

In general, this PhD research paper reached the conclusion that while the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq parliament did attempt to carry out its responsibilities in
the best manner possible, it has been able to pass many important and significant
legislations and had generally been able to oversee the executive branch of
government, according to the international scientific measures of parliamentary
conduct this research has found that the Kurdistan Region of Iraq’s parliament’s
performance has been below-average. The research has found that this result has
been due to numerous political obstacles that the parliament has been confronted
with, such as civil-war, dual-administration, unhealthy political party rivalries, as
well as numerous legal obstacles, such as the lack of an internal constitution and
that law is not sovereign in the Kurdistan Region of Irag. Furthermore, other
causes for the low score of the Kurdish parliament include the parliamentarian’s
lack of academic background to perform their roles sufficiently; societal factors
such as the lack of democratic awareness of the public and the lack of trust in
parliament.

In addition, the third session of parliament in comparison to the second can be
considered as being better in terms of conduct. This superior conduct of the third
parliamentary session made space for the first occasion, in which the parliament
could oversee the executive. Ultimately this research found that the parliamentary
system in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq requires reform and advancement in all
fields.
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