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Summary

This book is dedicated to the remote past of Iraq _ancient Mesopotamia,
where , according to the modern historians , was a cradle of human cul-

ture and civilization.

From the years of 1969 to the 1980 , at the North — West of this arabic
country ,in the Sinjar Vally , the Russian archaeologycal expedition of the
Institute of Archaeology (Russian Acad — emy of Sciences ) carried out the
intensive explorations of some early sites 8-4 th mil-lenium B.C.Exactly
these nameless early agriculturists and cattle-breeders, called by archae-
ologists with conditional names —hassunians ,halafians and ubeidians
(through the names of the first excavated sites of these cultures —Hassuna
,Halaf , Ubeid ) have liad the heavy stones to the foundation of the Sume-

rian civilization — the first one of our planet .

The first part of the book contains an information about the works of
Russian archaeolo-gists in the Sinjar Vally —at Yarim-tepe (with sites
of Hassunian and Halafian periods ) , Tell-Soto (pre — Hassunian time,

7-6mil.B.C.), and Tell-Magzalia (8-7mil.B.C.) .

The autor shows not only some professional aspects of archaeological

excavations in Mesopotamia, but speaks also about the pecularities of local
life, tells of meetings with some coﬂeagues from other expeditions — eng-
lish, german , japan, iraquian :a special story is about the frantic nature of

Mesopotamia.

The second part is dedicated to the first-hand account after the visits of
some world-known ancient sites and monuments in Iraq :Ur, Babylon,

Nimrud, Nineveh and Harta.



The final chapter is a tale of the relics of medieval Baghdad inside of a modern city
. The book is written in a vivid and popular manner and will be interesting for the

most wide audi-ence.
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