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Abstract

Ideology is distinguished by occupying a prominent position in the field
of cognitive and political sociology. It plays a prominent role in bringing
about important structural changes at the level of different societies, and
there is more than one definition by scholars to define it and deal with it from
different points of view. The importance of this research lies in being an
attempt to get to know the concept of ideology and its role in society in
general and on the other hand its role in the changes taking place in the
Kurdistan Region. The events of change are essential and important points on
which the ideology focuses in general, and then the transition of society from
one situation to another desirable one by linking the past with the present and
reaching into the future.

The main questions the researcher tries to answer are about what ideology
is, how it works to change society, the embodiment of these changes in
programs, thoughts and actions, can it be a substitute for society in decisions
and changes related to society, and what is the role of society in shaping
ideology and its functioning and role. Going back to the history of human
societies, we find certain ideologies that directly affected their development
and progress, and other ideologies that led, through their extremist and
dictatorial leaderships, to ignite wars that caused tragedies and disasters
caused societies to fall back.

In his research, the researcher discussed ideology through its life and
civilizational dimensions together, as it is a vital topic in the fields of politics,
civilization, society and culture. On the other hand the study of the ideology
topic acquires scientific importance in the era of rapid changes taking place
in societies, the changes that the ideology aims to bring about in society, and
at the same time they reflect on ideology itself, as ideology is a product of its
place and time and in turn they affect the type of ideology in society and its
social construction. As change is an inevitable process, the question revolves
around what is ideology and its identity, and this makes this research
important as it reveals the relationship between ideology and social change
and an understanding of the changes that in turn affect the ideology and its
role in Kurdistan society. Was it able to adapt itself to its new reality, or
instead became a stumbling block in the way of the growth and progress of
society and the needs of its citizens? Could these ideologies coexist with each
other and accept directions that oppose them, and did it help in building
modern systems suited to these changes, meet the requirements and solve the
problems that entail.



This research is considered to be a qualitative research aiming at knowing
nature of the relationship between ideology and social changes, using the
(Descriptive, Qualitative, & dialectical approach) and discussing both
theoretical and field frameworks, leading to conclusions and proposals that
would serve the community.

The research community consists of Erbil, Slemani, Duhok, and Halabja, and
the research sample is among the improbable ones in which purposeful
examples have been chosen. Here, the researcher has chosen 18 people from
the academic groups, university instructors, writers, elites, and a portion of
ideological personnel of political parties in Kurdistan Region.

The most significant research conclusions contain that; the relationship
between ideology and social changes is a dialectic one, in which ideology
would provide social changes as a system of thoughts, while reversely the
diverse social changes of all sectors of life would cause change and
renovation in the structure of ideology. Economic interests and political
influence would direct conflicts and rivalry among ideological and political
powers in Kurdistan Region, while intellectual and ideological principles
have withdrawn. The political parties in Kurdistan have lost power to
respond to quests and needs of Kurdistan community, and cannot renew
themselves according to the contemporary changes. That’s why they have
become hurdles in front of social changes.

The most significant research recommendations contain that; the researching
and survey centers in Kurdistan should measure perspectives and opinions of
community members (citizens) concerning the extent to which they respond
to the political quests and needs in community, trying to restore trust among
people and political powers in Kurdistan.

The most apparent research suggestions contain that; the Kurdistan
Parliament would be able through legislative proposals to develop political
and civic awareness situation of citizens in Kurdistan, guaranteeing the
practicing ground of political and legal rights of people, such as political
participation, election, voting, demonstration, boycotting, and free speech.
The political parties in Kurdistan Region to conduct a general revision for
their perspectives, views, worldview and methods of political engagement,
change making, and development of Kurdistan society under the light of
changes in the world and Kurdistan, as a catalyst for systematic changes in
Kurdistan region, providing social development.



The research consists of (five chapters) that include the two sides
(theoretical and practical). The first chapter includes the general framework
of the research and is divided into four topics. The first topic includes the
research topic, its importance and objectives, the definition of scientific
concepts and terms, and the presentation of previous studies related to the
subject of the research.

As for the second chapter, the researcher discusses the theoretical
literature on the concept of ideology and its development through history in
different civilizations (Greek, Islamic and European Renaissance), presenting
the trends of sociologists and classifying ideology with an indication of its
most important characteristics and functions.

In the third chapter, the researcher discusses the theoretical literature
related to social change, theories of social change (the theory of evolution,
the theory of historical materialism, and pragmatism) and finally the factors
of social change.

As for the fourth chapter, the researcher deals with the justifications for
ideology embodiment and a careful analysis of the topic (its absolutism and
the end of ideology), revealing the dialectical relationship between ideology
and social change, and studying the reality of ideology in light of the changes
taking place in the Kurdistan Region.

The second (practical) aspect of the research includes the research
methodology and the research community, sample selection and means of
data collection, and the most important fields of research. Then, the
researcher presents the interviews and their analyses, and at the end of the
research the researcher gets into a set of conclusions, suggestions and
recommendations.
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