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(2) DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY, Kurdistan Region of Iraq, JULY 2018, p91.website
https://krso.gov.krd/content/upload/1/root/080519013929. on 11/3/2022.
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Research Summary

As a result of selling Kurdistan Region’s oil through Kurdistan's pipeline

independently and in the name of independent revenues, at beginning of 2014, a
financial crisis and then an economic crisis, in the following year, have been
emerged in Kurdistan region because of cutting 17% of the region’s budget, this
coincided with the outbreak of a war against ISIS, the falling oil prices, and the
arrival of many refugees. In addition, there is mismanagement of revenue sources
by the regional government, corruption, lack of transparency, and lack of agreement
with the central government on sending the budget, and this financial and economic
crisis coincided with the political crisis and the conflict between the two ruling
parties over revenues and positions.
The continuing of financial and economic crisis has been caused by delaying the
distribution of salaries to the region's employees. The government has imposed a
compulsory savings system or cutting percentages of salaries under the names of
compatibility and adapting to the financial and economic crisis. The government's
priority was to allocate funds for salaries, so services and construction projects were
largely halted, with the exception of some unfinished projects. Thus, all sectors have
faced halt and a kind of paralysis. The education, health and public services sectors
were greatly affected, and the social and family system were mostly damaged.

In order to know the reflections of the economic crisis on the family institution in
Kurdish society in Kurdistan Region, we will present the research problems through
these following questions:

1 - How does the economic crisis reflect the Kurdish family, and what is the nature
of this reflection?

2 - What are the causes of the financial and economic crisis from the perspective of
the research sample?

3 - What is the Kurdish family's plan to confront the economic crisis?

4 - What is the ability of the Kurdish family to adapt to the economic crisis?

The objectives of our research are: to show the reflection of the economic crisis, to

know the causes of the crisis from the perspective of the research sample, to show



the family’s plan to confront the crisis, and to know the family’s ability to adapt to

the crisis.

This research consists of two main chapters (theoretical and field) and five sections.
The theoretical chapter consists of three sections. The first section includes the main
elements of research, defining concepts and presenting previous research. The
second section is concerned with the history of the economic crisis, its
characteristics and causes, the causes of the economic crisis in the region and the
nature of its reflections. The third section discusses the family structure, its pillars,
types, functions and problems in the Kurdistan Region. The second chapter, which
Is the field aspect in our research, consists of a tow section, The fourth section deals
with the following topics: the type of research and its methodology, the general
framework of the field aspect, the research community and its sample, and the tools
for collecting information. The fifth and final section consists of the field results of
the research and information presentation and analysis, and the research ends with
a set of conclusions, recommendations and suggestions.

This study is one of the qualitative studies and uses the analytical scout technique,
and the method of thematic analyzing topics is applied to reach its goals. The
surveys have been used to gather information is the semi-structured interview. The
research sample consists of (31) interviews of the head of the families in
Sulaymaniyah city. We have benefited from the sources, references, books,
scientific studies, official statistics and websites.

The dates of recording the interviews were between 15/8/2021 to 20/1/2022. The
most important results of this research are from the following aspects:

- Economic: The economic crisis led to a decrease in family income by 25% to
75%, and increasing the prices of goods, taxes, fees and customs. It has also led to
increase family debts and decrease earnings, as well as a decrease in the welfare rate
and the quality of family life.

- Social: the economic crisis is leading to increase the rate of divorce, family
disintegration, and also increasing the tensions and problems between family
members. And the decline in social relations in general, and also parent couldn’t
perform their duties towards their children well. The crisis has also increased family
problems such as social, economic, health, and domestic violence. And leading to

B



decrease the birth, marriage and the formation of a new family rate. The crisis leads
to increase the rate of spinsterhood among girls and boys, which is leading to a
reduction the size of the middle class and the expansion of the lower class.
-Psychological: the crisis is leading to increase the psychological problems and
affected hope and the spiritual relationship between family members, and causes to
decrease the level of happiness and family optimism and causes to increase
pessimism among family members, and decreasing optimism about the future,
especially among the poor and middle classes.

- The causes of the economic crisis from the perspective of the research sample are:
Kurdistan region could not establish an economic system , in addition to this lack
application of laws, the failure to activate and strengthen the integrity institutions
and financial control, the large number of those who receive salaries, the market
monopoly by parties and officials, and the in justice in distributing salaries and
pension benefits among the normal employees and people who are in high ranks,
the absence of economic infrastructure, the presence economic waste, the presence
of corruption and the lack of transparency within the regional government, and the
absence of a prior plan by citizens and the government to provide in anticipation of
difficult days and difficult circumstances , The absence of central and secure banks
and expenditures, the neglect of the authorities for the demands and needs of
society, the Referendum process, the referendum, processes in October 16, 2017,
the Corona epidemic and health isolation, the drop in oil prices, and the large
number of unemployment and poverty.

- The Kurdish family's plan to confront the economic crisis was: reducing
unnecessary expenses, spending savings and selling property, and focusing on
trying to increase revenues and resorting to providing a percentage of the revenues.

And resorting to buy symptoms and things of low quality, not shopping from large



markets and going to popular markets, trying to work in more than one field, and
trying to find works for the rest of the family members to increase the family’s
financial income, limiting the purchase of luxuries and means of adornment, getting
rid of some social, occasions, and some families They resorted to a kind of self-
production inside their lands by planting vegetables, raising some animals, and
repairing old household means.

- Adaptation to the crisis: adaptation rate to the crisis has been decreased among
family members, especially among young people and adolescents, so the
phenomenon of migration appeared and increased, the crisis increased the
phenomenon of anemia in the individual with the standards and components of the
social system. There are some reasons that supported adapting to the crisis,
including: the understanding and awareness of the wife and children, the perfect
education and religious education, and the conviction that poverty and wealth are
an unstable issue and that both are a kind of affliction that afflicts man, and
contentment with what God Almighty has decreed. Having complete faith and
conviction that these crisis conditions will end one day, And the presence of the
ability and adaptability, given that our region has been constantly experiencing
crises and difficult conditions. By relying on some economic mechanisms such as
reducing extravagance and unnecessary expenses, families were able to increase the

adaptation rate to the economic crisis.
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