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Research Synopsis

The importance of talking about the rights of journalists stems from the importance
of the activities they carry out.. The extent to rights are acquired by journalists affects the
performance of the media, and their broadcasting of correct information and facts, public
awareness, and the formation of public opinion.

Therefore, the main problem of the study is the lack of clarity on the level of
securing the rights of journalists in light of the legislation in force, as well as the lack of
clarity of the extent to which laws keep pace with developments in the modern era in
media work, in addition to the presence of ambiguity in the extent of media awareness
of the nature of their rights and their acquisition of those rights.

The main objectives of the study are to uncover the problems and difficulties of
legislation in Irag and the Kurdistan Region and its approval of the rights of journalist, in
addition to knowing the extent of journalists awareness of their professional rights and
their acquisition of them and the obstacles that prevent them from reaching them and
presenting the opinion of journalists regarding the laws that regulate their rights, and the
extent to which they are affected by changes (gender, membership in Journalists
Syndicate, the conclusion of the contract between the journalist and the media,
educational attainment, scientific specialization, years of experience for the respondents,
titles of media work, type of media, ownership of the media)..

The study consisted of four main chapters, where the methodological framework
was presented during the first chapter, while the second and third chapters are dedicated
to dealing with theoretical study topics, where the second chapter came under the title
(The rights of Journalists) and the third chapter entitled (The rights of journalists in Iraq
and the Kurdistan Region). Finally, the fourth chapter was devoted to the results of the
field study.

The researcher was able to reach several scientific conclusions related to the
theoretical side and others related to the field study. The most important theoretical
conclusions are: the specific inclusion of freedom of the press in the Iraqgi constitution,
and that the reality of the media suffers from the lack of implementation of the
philosophy of laws, as well as the legal texts regulating media work scattered and
sometimes contradictory, in addition to the presence of elastic words in Iragi laws and
that the legal restrictions of the media are in order to achieve interests of Governmental
and political authorities.

As for the most prominent findings of the field study, they are summarized in the
impact of membership in the Iraqgi Journalists Syndicate and the conclusion of the contract
for the media on forming divergent opinions for them, and the non-affiliates of the
Syndicate have criticisms regarding the acquisition of their rights, and the respondents do
not care about the role of the Syndicate of Journalists and the government authorities in
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acquiring their rights, in addition to the positive vision of the media in the Iraqi
governmental media towards their acquisition of public rights. On the other hand, the
respondents indicated the need for a specialized court in media cases, and that the
respondents in the Kurdistan Region have a negative view of the judiciary towards the
media.

A number of recommendations were made, including conducting scientific studies
to research the lack of interest in the media about the role and influence of the Syndicate
of Journalists and the governmental authorities and the reasons for the negative
perception of some journalists towards the judiciary.

Finally, we made several proposals, including dealing with the negative aspects of
the Iraqgi constitutional texts towards the rights of journalists and stopping the work of
the legal texts that treat the journalist as a criminal, in addition to differentiating between
the transfer of information and incitement to terrorism in the laws of terrorism and the
need to be open to the expression of opinion by journalists in social media, and work to
collect legal texts regulating media work in one law, in addition to the existence of a court
specialized in media cases.
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