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Research Summary

The woman had an effective role in the history of Mesopotamian Civilization ,
especially at the early stages of history in facing the hardship of cave life alongside
with man . The Woman equally helped the man in searching for food and took on
responsibility of bringing up children. Some of the historians think that the woman
showed accustomed to that beautiful feature, as it shows in Neanderthal age and then
found as a proof in Shanidar cave in southern Kurdistan, among the burial of the dead
they put flowers on the graves.

Woman could have her own role in this age therefore, with the pass of time, climate
changed and the temperature increased, in temporary the man could come out of the
caves and resettle in the open areas near water sources. In this, the woman was able
to prove her role by finding a place for settlement near fertile lands and waterfalls
while man was hunting and busy with searching for food. Furthermore, woman’s
discovery of agriculture was the result of her accuracy and smartness in observing the
natural environment around her. Through observing natural way growth of plants
near the place where she lived in, she managed to learn to plant seeds. She discovered
how a single seed of wheat fell on a wet ground grows into a complete wheat spike
and that led the woman to bury seeds by herself and wait till the season of rain fall
when the seeds come out of the underground and grow up again to give more wheat.
This action made the woman be seen as sacred and distinct.

Apart from this, some of the scientists figure out that the woman in early stages of
development, got closer to the harmless animals and breeding livestock like sheep
and goats.

Hence, woman opened a gateway to others towards an industrial and agricultural life
that let mankind to settle and get rid of difficulties of cave life, hunting and gathering
food. This made old humans to go towards a more civilized life and establish
primitive villages, and their early religious faith was generated to consider land as
holy unit and for them the land was as holy as woman.She was important in
producing and training up children and crops and being the main mankind feeder. In
agriculture she was main food source, early people thought of having a power to save
the elements of life facilities , and face the hardship of the environment and climate
change. That’s why, worshipping an idol figure in the shape of a pregnant woman
was the closest ideal to explicit the perpetual daily life for themselves, and to defend
and continue the life. This idol was called mother goddess.



This was the first status that a woman could get in the early ages although man’s
power was always dominant. That’s why this research is made of three chapters and
attempts through researching and investigating the cultural and artistic samples of
Mesopotamia, to know and be familiar with woman’s role and state in
Mesopotamia’s chronology from the dawn of civilization to the end of the old
Babylonian period. From the inscribed sources it is known that the highest and lowest
status that a woman gained was as a goddess and as a maid .

The first chapter of the research deals with the woman’s role in the pre-history
period; how a women could ascend and gain the status of goddess in the history and
how the idol of worshiping goddess appeared,by the way of examining several
dummies resembling the mother goddess of that time, and changes that goddesses
took in shape by time. And also in this chapter of the research we focus on some
artistic samples to show woman’s early role in the special events of running up the
raining procession and the holy rain dancing in the dry lands. Through this research
about those artistic elements, it is shown how big was the woman’s role in those
processions as in the site of Samara. Meanwhile,the woman could help not only in
finding settlement for their own comfort and breeding livestock, but also she could
find out making up pots, jugs, knitting and sowing. That was all due to her smartness
and deals with things in more detail, made the woman gain that high status.
Moreover, the ambidexterity of woman’s handcraft could pinpoint a good start for the
establishment of product exchange and that was due to her various handcraft works
exchanged with her comrades, thus has attracted the attention of the man in that
account. Therefore , early products exchange had begun with woman and hence the
woman had her own role in establishing trading. These sorts of activities had been
shown in those artistic samples. This had been the starting point of the make-up of
the woman’s personal role and status in Mesopotamia and the appearance of the
woman as a main character in partnership with the man in all the historical periods.

The second chapter of this research aims for highlighting the role and status of the
woman via the substantial samples of the historical periods. To find out if woman
could preserve her status in the face of the man’s dominance, and also the religious
ideology that their predecessors in Mesopotamia had towards woman as a main
personality in the reproduction and highly regarded when mankind discovered that
certain fact of the significance of the man as essential source of reproduction too, that
was one of the main factors to look at the woman as sacred being. Herein, a research
is conducted to find out the answers of those facts in this chapter by the way of the
available historical samples that come one after another to point out the beginning of
the appearance of the communal tribes till the end of the old Babylonian period. In
Mesopotamia , Woman’s status was divided according to her position ranks from her
highest rank of superiority as goddess as being sacred and that can be taken as a proof



that the woman could maintain her status as goddess. As a female symbol to take on
real importance as the male counterparts of gods in the ancient times of human
being’s ideology. And then the appearance of the woman as a holy figure that comes
as a second status in the community to show that the woman in challenges of man
could be representing other gods and also has the power in running the worshiping
places. That was the second status in rank that a woman could gain in the community.

After her appearance as a third character in the community as a queen she could as a
main character running an official procession and had her important role, besides,
woman could take up the plainest profession of that time as a main character in
almost every field of life, even in singing and music playing. She could also be, a
faithful mother to bring up her little baby with passion. All of these factual artistic
samples are being defined and researched in result of these findings.

In the third section of this research, we are dealing with the characteristics of those
artistic samples of the second era of the history. Also a deliberate clarification and
some artistic opinions of that age in producing those artistic samples which we have
used as a source of information to show the role and status of the woman in those
periods. That was done thorough comparison and identifying of each section of those
samples of statues and objects in order to show the woman status as a main character.
so, we are having a clear perception about how numbers and the materials from
which the statues are made of could have strong relation with the significance of the
status of the woman in that time. Thus it shows the woman’s high status from the
kind of material which the statue is made of.

Researcher



