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Abstract

One of the most significant areas that have not been studied up till now is the interaction
between Kurds and the Christian world in the Middle Ages. While several Kurdish
administrations and emirates existed from the early fourth century AH to the second half of the
seventh century AH. Neighboring Christian authorities, not just the regional ones but yet
superpowers such as the Byzantine empire and the Crusader kingdoms was another notable
aspect of the Kurdish corces. That boundary had taken a kind of circle, from the borders of
Russian, Georgian, and Lans rule, it extended to Armenia, from there to the Byzantine empire,
and then to Syria. There, four Crusader emirates were established and engaged in conflict with
the Ayyubids who ruled Syria and Egypt, despite their ties to Venetians that were a powerful
Christian force, particularly in terms of trade.

A preliminary attempt is made in this study to demonstrate the numerous dimensions of the
connection between Kurds and Christian superiors during the (4 AH -7 AH/ 10 AD — 13 AD)
centuries. for this purpose, the political, scientific, economic, and social sides of these linkages
have been discussed and researched. Being familiar with those relations of that period is also
crucial for Kurdish history since later on there have been positive and negative bonds between
the Kurds and the Christian world.

The first segment, which is separated into two broad talks with each covering several
subjects, concentrates on the introduction of Kurdish and Christian powers over the centuries (4
AH-Y AH/ 10 AD - 1Y AD). The Kurdish forces that emerged during this time are introduced
in the first section, and the second part is dedicated to discussing Christian powers.

The subject of the second segment is the interaction between the Daisams and the Shaddadids
with the Christian armies. It consists of two parts: the first focuses on their relations with the
Armenian

authorities, while the second, deals with how the Shaddadids got along with Russians, Lans,
Georgians, and Byzantines.

This study’s third segment examines how the Rawwadid and Marwwadids interact with
Christian councils, it's also split into two sections, the first one addresses the connection of
Rawwadid with Christians, addressing Marwwadids and Christians' contact glimpses in the
second section.

The interactions between the Christian authorities and the Ayyubids are the focus of chapters
four and five. The fourth chapter examined the relationship between the Ayyubids and the
Crusaders. which had four sections with different topics in each. A brief preface to the Ayyubids
and Crusaders is given in the first section, the second analyzes their fight up until Salahadin
Ayyubi's death, the third section explores their conflict following Salahadin Ayyubi's death, and
the fourth one argues their relations as civilizations.

The fifth segment covers the relationship between the Ayyubids and Eastern Christian forces
and is divided into three discussions: the first covers the Ayyubids' relations with the Georgian
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empire, the second one covers their relations with the Byzantine empire, and the third section is
about their relations with Lesser Armenia.

In general, there was hostility between Kurds and Christians, tensions were high, and
protracted battles broke out over a large border between them. The most serious factors were
religious differences, expansionist desires on both sides, encouraging other forces, and internal
conflict. Although, in the middle of war and clashes, alliances and agreements between Kurdish
forces and Christian a authorities to defeat the common opponent have been underestimated

When faced with threats from outside, internal ties amongst the Kurdish emirates have
generally improved. Contrary to earlier instances, where internal strife and fights amongst these
Kurdish armies were the key causes of the demise of the Kurdish principalities, there was a
beneficial relationship in this instance, albeit violence was still there. Instead, as was clear among
Salahadin's descendants, there were periods when internal strife reached a certain level, some
Kurds sought out alliances and agreements with Christian forces to fight back against their rivals.

Depending on each of these countries' kind of policy or the influence of the larger powers
over them, the liaison between the Christian authority and the Kurdish emirates alternated
between unity and division. As a result, occasionally the Georgian-Armenian coalition was
successful in defeating the Shaddadids principality, or the Lans was influenced by the Georgians
to fight the Kurdish princes. The divisions occasionally reached the point where one Christian
force sided with the Kurds while another Christian force opposed them, as was the case with the
Byzantines' backing of Abul-Aswar al-Shaddadi against the Armenians or the Venetians' stance
in favor of the Ayyubids in the face of Rome's decision to forbid the Christian World from
conducting trade with them.

Associations between the Kurds and Christian powers were affected both favorably and
unfavorably by the major powers' roles on both the Islamic and Christian sides of the divide. For
example, the Rawwadids' struggle with Armenians and Byzantines grew more intense after the
Seljuks arrived because the Rawwadids were obliged to submit to the Seljuks. The Bu'ayhites'
opposition to Mirbadi Dosteki cooled tensions between Dosteki and the Byzantines, allowing
them to unite against a common foe. The same can be said for the Byzantine empire, which was
compelled to reluctantly join the attacks against the Ayyubids under pressure from the Crusaders,
while covertly establishing links with them.

The Kurdish emirates and Christian forces take up arms from time to time, but it was not
always in one side's best interests. On occasion, the Kurds prevailed, establishing some Kurdish
powers at the expense of Christian forces' attempts to expand their sphere of influence, and on
other occasions, they suffered crushing defeats that led to the fall of their empire.
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