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ABSTRACT

This dissertation, entitled “Rebellion in Sherko Bekas and Muhammad Al-
Maghut’s Poetry; taking as examples Now A Girl is My Homeland and East of
Eden, West of Allah” is an attempt to analyze the phenomenon of rebellion and it
draws comparisons between the poetry books mentioned above. Following the
Integrative Method of research, the dissertation presents a critical point of view of
the two poetry books. Applying this method gives the researcher the opportunity
to touch upon the aspects of form and content in the poems incorporated in those
two poetry books and allows him to academically analyze and tackle them.

The dissertation focuses mainly on specifying the phenomenon of rebellion
in the poetry of two poets who belong to different nations. Although the two poets
produced different literatures in different languages, the political, religious,
social, and even cultural environments they lived in have so much in common.
From this perspective, the researcher attempts to answer a number of important
questions such as, does rebellion have only a geographical dimension? Is it the
product of a certain period of time in history only? Or it has a universal
dimension and has been around as a philosophical, religious, literary, and social
phenomenon throughout history? In the dissertation, the researcher attempts to
look at the different aspects of rebellion in Bekas and Al-Maghut’s poetry
highlighting the similarities and differences of the said phenomenon through the
application of the Integrative method.

The dissertation has three chapters. In the first chapter, the term rebellion is
looked at and its form and content is analyzed from a terminological point of
view. This chapter also presents the history of emerging rebellion among the
European nations, the Arabs and the Kurds. The chapter also looks at rebellion as
a philosophical and religious concept as well as a literary phenomenon. In the last
section of this chapter, for the sake of the academic argument, the concept of

phenomenon and phenomenology are addressed closely.
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The second chapter, which is the first practical part of the dissertation,
embraces a biography of Sherko Bekas focusing on what has led to the emergence
of the theme of rebellion in his poetry and how this influence is reflected in his
Now a Girl is My Homeland. Changing the poet’s beloved form homeland to
women is the chapter’s main part and the main aim behind doing this is shedding
light on the change that has taken place Bekas’s poetry. Another section in this
chapter analyzes the language Bekas uses in the rebellion poems of Now a Girl is
My Homeland. The last section touches upon the levels of rebellion in culture,
politics, religion, and home in the said poetry book.

The third chapter, the second practical part of the dissertation, embraces the
levels of rebellion in Al- Maghut’s East of Eden, West of Allah. The chapter has a
number of sections. First, the life of the poet and how it has been reflected in his
literary experiences with rebellion is looked at, then prison as the first stage of the
poet’s rebellious life and the ever-lasting influence on his poetry is discussed and
supported with poetic examples taken from East of Eden, West of Allah. In
another section, the language of Al-Maghut has used to write the poems with the
theme of rebellion is tackled and its characteristics are presented. In the last
section of the chapter, the levels of rebellions-which include culture, religion,
politics, home- in the said poetry book are discussed.

Finally, the researcher has laid out the conclusions he has reached with

regard to the phenomenon of rebellion in Bekas and Maghut’s said poetry books.
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