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Abstract

When we look at the life of human beings, we can withess many differences which
can be considered as a necessity for their lives. As there are different types of people
on earth, there are various nationalities. It is obvious that there are differences within
the same nation. These varieties have reflected on languages as well. Despite having
fundamental similarities amongst all languages, there are obvious differences,
considering the unique system that each language has. The sound system of any
language is regulated in two levels; phonetics and phonology. Both are dependent on
certain specific rules. The sound system of Kurdish Language has its own properties.
To find out more about the Kurdish sound system, this study aims at investigating the
surface and deep structure of Kurdish sound system. To achieve the aims, this study
is divided into three Chapters:

Chapter one: This Chapter is entitles “Some Theoretical Background”. It is a
theoretical part which consist several parts. Part one is about the sound system which
tackles the concept theoretically through giving the viewpoints of some renowned
scholars such as De Saussure and Chomsky. Part two is about the concept of
phonetics and its branches through illustration. Part three is about Phonology in which
the concept of phoneme and its aspects are explained.

Chapter Two: This chapter is entitled “Sound system and Sound Changes”. This
chapter is a practical one on the Kurdish sound system. It consists of some parts. Part
one is devoted to sound phenomena such phoneme and its properties, minimal pairs.
Part two is about sound classifications. Part three is about syllable highlighting sound
syllable in Kurdish language. Part four is about sound assimilation and phonological
boundaries in Kurdish language.

Chapter Three: This is a practical chapter in which the language tools are explained
in their surface and deep structure. As a gateway, we discussed the transference rules
and the sequence of sentence elements comparing Kurdish with other languages
such as Arabic and English. Then, the paradigmatic and syntagmatic structure of the
Kurdish sounds are illustrated. Eight reasons for sound transference have been
explained in Kurdish language; phonological rules, sound assimilation, sound cluster,
intonation, taboo words and language economy are among those reasons. Then,
language sounds are classified in terms of their force and change in their deep
structure. The study ends with some conclusions and then the list of the references
based on Harvard style has been presented.
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