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Abstract

The Ayubids are an indigenous Kurdish clan, originally from the city of Duin in
Azerbaijan. Then at the beginning of the Sixth century AH,Twelvth century AD
they moved to Tikrit, where (Shadi) , great grandfather of the Ayubids, became the
Dizdar (Warden) of the city’s castle. After his death, he was succeeded by his
eldest son, (Najm-al-Din Ayub). Then, after an accident, they left the city and
joined the Zangies. (Najm-al-Din Ayub) and his brother, (Asad-al-Din) Shirko,
served in the army of the Zangies but after the death of (Nur-al-Din Mahmud) , and
due to the unrest of the political situation in the Great Levant, (Salah-al-Din)
headed there with an army from Egypt and took hold of the region. He founded the
Ayubid State in 570 AH/1175 AD.

There has been a missing branch amid this dynastic state, which has mostly
been neglected by the historians, and this branch was (Asad-al-Din) Sherko, and
his lineage, who played an important role in the Great Levant, and ruled The city
Homs and some other regions of the Levant for about a century. During that period
(Asad-al-Din)’s lineage one after another played a vital role in the political,
military and reconstruction fields, as well as social and service sectors.

In this research, like any other study, a historical, narrative and analytic method
has been applied depending on a range of original sources, closely related to the
era of the events, in addition to the use of many important sources and researches
close to the title of our research.

The research is divided into an introduction and three chapters. The introduction is
entitled “A brief summary on the origins of the Aubids and their rise to power” and
the first chapter is titled "The Political Situation of the Levant and reign of Asad-
al-Din’s lineage" which in turn is divided into two parts; the first is entitled "The
Situation of the Levant between the years 567-570 AH/1171-1175 AD), and the
second is Asad-al-Din’s Lineage and their reign.” The second chapter is entitled
“Nasser-al-Din Muhammad son of Asad-al-Din and his role in the events of the
Levant (570-581 AH/1175-1185 AD)”. This chapter is divided into three parts; the
first is entitled "The situation of Assadudin Sherko clan after his death,” the second
is “The political and military role of Naser-al-Din Muhammad in the events of the
Levant.” The third part of this chapter is entitled “the death of Naser-al-Din
Muhammad (581 AH/1185 AD)”.

The third chapter is entitled "The Role and Relationships of Assad al-Din Sherko
the second and his lineage in the Levant between the years (581-662 AH/1185-
1263 AD). This chapter is divided into four parts; the first part is entitled "The
Role and Relationship of Assaddudin Sherko in the event of the Levant (581-662
AH/1185-1263 AD).” The second part is titled "The Role and Relationship of
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(Asad-al-Din) Shirko between (615-637 AH/1218-1240AD).” The title of the third
part is “King Al-Mansur lbrahim (637-644 AH/1240-1247 AD). The fourth and
final part of the chapter is “Al-Ashraf Musa (Al-Ashraf Mudhafarain Abu-al-Fatih
Musa) (644-662 AH/1247-1263 AD). Finally, the conclusions are presented in
some brief points.
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