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2- Kurdistan Regional Government, Ministry of Natural Resources.
3- Hemin Mohammed Ismael, KURDISTAN’S ROLE IN EUROPEAN ENERGY SECURITY, Journal of
Geography, Politics and Society, 10(1), 2020, p-36.
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The importance of sustainable development natural gas for
the Kurdistan Region

(A Study in Economic Geography)

Summary of the study

Natural gas as a source of energy and raw materials, and sustainable
development, as an economic growth plan is crucial globally.

The main objectives of this study are to assess the economical
geography of the natural gas of the Kurdistan Region and to identify the
capabilities and obstacles to sustainable development in order to
determine the main types of sustainable development for the Kurdistan
Region.

There are two main types of natural gas in the Kurdistan Region: the
first is free natural gas, which has been discovered in ten fields of this
type of gas in the Kurdistan Region. The second is oil-associated natural
gas fields, which natural gas combined with oil is found in several fields in
the Kurdistan Region

The Kurdistan Region has (1.48) trillion cubic meters of proven
reserves, about 0.8% of the worlds proven natural gas reserves, (0.45)
trillion cubic meters of free natural gas fields and (1.03) trillion cubic
meters of proven oil-associated natural gas fields. The Kurdistan Region's
reserves are estimated at (3.76) trillion cubic meters, of which (1.86)
trillion cubic meters are free natural gas fields and 1.90 trillion cubic
meters are oil-associated natural gas fields.

The amount of natural gas production in the Kurdistan Region in the
fields (Kormor and Khurmala) and the Kurdish areas outside the
administration of the Kurdistan Regional Government in 2021 amounted
to about (798) million cubic feet, (22.60) million cubic meters per day,
production of (8.26) billion cubic meters of Natural gas, or more than
(0.21%) of global natural gas production in that year, The potential
reserves of natural gas for the Kurdistan Region are estimated at (3.76)
trillion / m3, of which (1.86) trillion / m3 are free gas fields and (1.90)
trillion / m3 are natural gas fields associated with oil.

Despite of describe the sustainable natural gas development in this
study, it is the most important to have huge amount of natural gas
reserves and the obstacles confronted to the natural gas development
should be identified. The obstacles consist of natural obstacle and man-
made obstacles from regional political countries. The natural obstacles
include of the geographical location of Kurdistan region and the type of
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the natural gas. The man-made obstacles in terms of politics, they include
internal conflicts within the political forces in the Kurdistan Region,
conflicts between the Kurdistan Regional Government and the central
government of Irag, and economic and administrative obstacles.

The last part of the letter details the main types of importance of
sustainable natural gas development for the Kurdistan Region, including
economic importance, environmental importance, and political
importance.
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