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(STUDY THE IMPACT OF ENGLISH COURSES ON PRIMARY SCHOOLS
TEACHERS CONCERNING THE EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM

CONVERTS FROM KURDISH TO ENGLISH IN K.R.G., Case Study,
Duhok City)
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Recommendations IS G Glue s lad

1. The researcher recommends establishing
departments of sciences (physics, biology,
chemistry, and mathematics) in college of basic
education in Duhok.
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2. The researcher recommends that the institute
of training and educational development - Duhok
admit more students in sciences departments to
fill the mentioned gap in primary schools in Duhok

city.
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3. The researcher recommends that ministry of
education give more privileges to teachers for
encouraging them joining to college of basic
education and institute of training and
educational development-Duhok.
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4. The researcher strongly recommends
enhancing the harmony between the ministry of
education and the ministry of higher education to
provide the requirements of directorate of
education in Duhok city and all educational
directorates in Kurdistan region.
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5. The researcher suggests not obliging teachers
who has educational service more than (23) years
to explain science and mathematics lessons in
English language.
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6. Ministry of education should set in its program
employing additional numbers of teachers

(specialties of science and mathematics) for time
being.
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7. The researcher suggests providing teachers
with English courses continuously and expands
English courses to include all teachers.
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8. The researcher suggests establishing additional
English courses for teachers and one English

course is not enough to develop linguistic
teacher's skills.
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9. The researcher strongly suggests preparing an
educational CD, contains pronunciation of words
and typical methods of explaining the lessons.
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10. The researcher recommends making a shift in

the role of educational supervisors whom should
affect positively on teachers in schools.
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11. The researcher strongly recommends that the
ministry of education to continue in its plan and it
only should provide the teachers’ requirements to
succeed this process.
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12. The researcher recommends that the ministry
of education should notify educational bodies for

advising teachers to use mother language in the
first three years.
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February 16, 2016 /

Dr. Pstiwan Sadig
Minister of Education
Erbil, Kurdistan

Dear Minister:

Attached you will find our proposal, as promised, fo assist you and the Ministry of
Education in your efforts to increase the capabilities of primary and secondary
school students to learn English. This proposal will allow two of our experts in
teaching English as a Second Language an opportunity to train your teachers in
the very latest methodologies for teaching English. This pilot project will involve
50 teachers in the Duhok Governorate. We believe the results will convince you
to expand the program in future years to include K-12 teachers throughout
Kurdistan and not only in teaching English but also math and science.

We look forward to discussing this proposal with you and others at the Ministry.
Sincerely,

Cr. Michael W. Mulnix, President
The American University of Kurdistan
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Date: February 16, 2016

To: Ministry of Education

From: Dr. Michael W. Mulnix, President
The American University of Kurdistan

Re: Teacher Training Program Proposal

Report on the Observations of High School Classes in Duhok by The American
University of Kurdistan

With a view to undertaking a teacher training program in Kurdistan, two English professors from The
American University of Kurdistan (AUK]), Robert Majure and Esther Szyszkowski® visited several classes in
six high schools ranging from those with an extremely high local reputation to more basic schools with
less prestige. They also spoke to several teachers from different schools to gather more information
about the system and the challenges these teachers face on a day-to-day basis. Mr. Majure and Ms,
Szyszkowski were given access to examinations from the Ministry of Education so that they could better
understand what the teachers need to do to prepare their students for the Ministry exams. Following is
2 summary of what they observed (and did not observe) in the classrooms with regards to best teaching
practices.

Summation of Findings

The atmosphere in the classrooms was pleasant with enthusiastic students and hardworking teachers.
Their ability in English ranged from fair to excellent and all had very positive attitudes. The school
administrators were very co-operative and did everything they could to facilitate the visit of the two
AUK professors. Given this support and enthusiasm, there is every reason to believe thata Diploma
course offered by AUK would significantly improve the teaching of English as a foreign language in
Duhok.

Teachers’ difficulties include:

* The Sunrise textbooks are over-ambitious and too difficult at each level. The subject matter is too
abstract and not personalized enough.

AUK Main Campus T: 4964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +064 (0) 62 763 5511
Semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Iragq info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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The allocated time is unrealistic and there is not enough time to accomplish stated objectives.
There are 30 to 40 students in typical classrooms which presents logistical problems in terms of
communicative teaching.

Resources are limited to a course book and activity book plus the use of a whiteboard,

Other observations:

The teaching method used involves teachers writing grammar sentences on the whiteboard and
asking questions to the class which one individual answers, Some teachers do this with more skill
than others but there is no deviation in this pattern of interaction.

There is an over-emphasis on grammar and copying into notebooks to the detriment of other
aspects of language such as communication skills. Lessons do not follow the communicative
approach.

The meaning of new vocabulary in books is given through lengthy explanation by the teacher and
often in Kurdish.

There are limited opportunities for students to speak to each other to practice their spoken English.
The only interaction is between the teacher and individual students.

Although pair work and group work is possible, it was not observed.

There is inadequate monitoring to ensure all the students in the class understand.

Weaker students are not encouraged to participate.

There are limited opportunities for self and peer correction.

There is seldom discovery on the part of the students or deductive learning.

Many of the teachers interrupt their students when they try to give answers, sometimes to correct
them and often simply to give the answer themselves. There appears to be little understanding of
different methods of error correction or awareness of when to correct or not,

Students’ answers seem to be mechanically memorized with little critical thinking or analytical skills
which are necessary for further studies.

There is little personalization of activities or creation of meaningful communication.

Students are given a lot of homewaork and routine tests and much time in class is taken up in
checking answers. This is time which could more valuably used in teaching. Self-correction is a
viable alternative and fosters learner autonomy.

Testing is not realistic in terms of the objectives that students are expected to accomplish.

Conclusion:

Although there is a noticeable difference in the language ability and knowledge of the teachers
observed, there are no fundamental differences in the way they teach. All use the same methodology

AUK Main Campus T: +964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
Semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Irag info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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and all would benefit from a course for teachers of English as a foreign language in order to bring them
up to date with current best practices.

Proposal:

Teacher Training Diploma in Teaching English as a Second Language

Duration 9 months including:

* aminimum of 150 hours of instruction
* classroom observations (20 sessions)
= supervised teaching (10 hours)

Teacher Robert Majure and Esther Styszkowski as Co-directors (plus a minimum of four teachers

Trainers who will be trained to become trainers).

Schedule The course would start in September 2016.

Class times Group A: 3 hour morning block (twice a week)

Group B: 3 hour afternoon block (twice a week)

Selection The first year would involve High School teachers only. One group would be trained in the

process morning and the other in the afternoon according to their teaching schedule.

Ideally, for the first year, teachers should join the program on a voluntary basis and would
be selected after being interviewed by the teacher trainers. This would take place in
July/August 2016. They would also be asked to state in writing why they want to join the
program.

Certification A Diploma in Teaching English as a Second Language should be recognised by the Ministry
of Higher Education with the prog following a curriculum in line with international
standards. The proposed program is parallel to the TESOL Diploma program offered by
the University of Waterloo, Ontario.

Incentives for Participants should receive a qualification recognised by the Ministry of Higher Education

teachers a5 well as the Ministry of Education. Further positive incentives might be considered by
the Ministry of Education such as a graduation ceremony and even perhaps a small raise in
pay upon completion.

Number of During the first year pilot project there would be two groups of 25 High School teachers.

trainee teachers | This has the potential to expand significantly during the second year of the program upon
Ministry approval.

Expansion This program has the possibility to expand into other areas in Kurdistan once the program
has been established. To achieve this, a mi n of four individuals (trainer trai 1]
would be required who would be suitably trained during the first year to eventually

ini by th Ives. These would be local teachers with excellent
language skills and who show potential in the selection process.

Cther A training college could be set up with one English department and the possibility of other

| possibilities departments such as math and science at a later date.

AUK Main Campus T: +964 (D) 62 763 5500
2akho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
Semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Irag info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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School There would need to be communication between the trainers and the Ministry of

inspectors Education 1o ensure the school inspectors are aware of the objectives of the training
program.

Development of | The development of the initial course curriculum will be an angoing activity during the first

training year of the program.

curriculum

The course involves three main areas:

s instruction and workshops (150 hours)
+  classroom observations (20 hours)

« supervised teaching (10 hours)

Proposed Course Contents:

1. Learners and teachers, and the teaching and learning contexts
*  Relevance of English

*  Learning styles

* Roles of teachers

*  Motivating students and cl m dynamics

«  Maximizing student participation

«  Use of Kurdish in the classroom for teachers and students

«  British and American English

+  Group work

*  Kurdish specific idiosyncrasies

+  Encouraging autonomous learning: homework and other learning resources outside the classroom

2. Lang tysis and a

= Lexis

+  Grammar; teaching methods; remedial work and review of tenses
*  Phonology

«  Strategies, approaches and techniques for developing language e-g. inductive v deductive

3. Language skills: reading, writing, listening, speaking

+  Reading str ies: app hes to reading; top down and bottom up; skimming, scanning. intensive reading
*  Listening: purposes; listening for gist, detail etc.

*  Writing: subskills; handwriting; strategies; spelling: punctuation etc.

«  Speaking: Language functions; paralinguistic features; differences in spoken and written English

4. Planning and resources for different teaching contexts
Preparing for observed lessons:

*  Class profiles

*  Aims and objectives

» Anticipated problems

AUK Main Campus T: +964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
Semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Iraq info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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*  lesson planning: timing, stages and pacing

*  Optimizing the course book

»  Resources and materials: finding and adapting materials to supplement the course book

= Increasing professionalism by developing critical thinking in approaches to lessons and activities
*  Revising and making connections between past and future lessons

5. Classroom nent and ping hing skills
Classroom management:

= Physical environment of the classroom

=  Giving instructions

*  Grading classroom language

* Feedback and monitofing

= Gesturing

= Eliciting

=  Error correction

= Differentiation of different level students

= Menitoring and feedback

«  Types of guestions teachers use: concept check questions; display questions etc.

= Disciplinary issues

# Other problems in the classroom

6. Methodology
«  Brief history of English teaching methodology
s Areview of the literature on best practices followed by discussion

7. Practical component

+  Workshops on different components of teaching and learning
= (Classroom observations and feedback

=  Observations of other teachers in the classroom

B. Remedial English
*  Aremedial component to improve the general level of English
»  Atotal review of English grammar including the hing of grammar deductively

9. Testing
= Test writing: theory and practice
= Teaching to the test: how tests can have a pesitive effect on classroom teaching

Sample Timetable:

Week | Teachers working | Teacher Training Activity Location

1 days

Sat morning
AUK Main Campus T:+964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Iraq info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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e
Sun morning workshops (afternoon) at AUK
Man morning observations {morning) at schools
Tues afternoon | workshop (morning) at AUK
‘Wed afternoon | observations (afternoon) at schools
Thurs afternoon | see below*

*Thursdays will be used by the trainers for miscellaneous activities such as training the trainers; curriculum
development, preparation of workshops and materials etc.

Cost of First-Year Pilot Project (September 1, 2016 — August 31, 2017)

*  Salaries for two teacher trainers (Majure and Szyszkowski): $5000/month x 2 = $120,000
Salaries for four trainer trainees: $1000 per month x 4 teachers = $4000 per month including
transport costs = 548,000

Budget for reference materials: 5200 per annum

Transport for teachers to attend the course: 518,000 per annum

Stationery, photocopying cost and miscellaneous: $800 per annum

Two offices and one or two large classrooms depending on when teachers are available,
suitably equipped with Smart Boards and seating for 25 trainees plus the ability to seat an
extra 20 for classroom observation purposes: no cost to Ministry, supplied by AUK.

The total cost for the first year of the project would be in the region of 5187,000,

*The teacher trainers proposed to undertake this program, Esther Szyszkowski and Robert Majure, are
currently teaching at the English Language Institute at the American University of Kurdistan in Duhok.
They have both had experience in teacher training, giving teacher development workshops and
conducting lesson abservations.

Esther Szyszkowski (British citizen) has taught English in various places in the UK and abroad. She has
been working in Kurdistan since 2010 and is a current IELTS Speaking Examiner. She completed a
teacher training course, Becoming o Teacher Trainer, by Bell English at Cambridge University in the UK
and has been involved in teacher development in Kurdistan. She also gained a post-graduate Diploma in
Teaching English as a foreign language which covers the specific areas included in the proposed course.

Robert Majure (US citizen) has had fourteen years of hands-on experience training teachers which
includes a two year program to upgrade public school teachers for the Bahrain Ministry of Education.
He has also had ten years of experience training French and English teachers for the International
labour Organization in Iraq, Bangladesh, China and Turkey plus two years training ESL teachers for the

AUK Main Campus T: +964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
Semel, Duhok, Kurdistan Region of Irag info@auk.edu.krd | www.auk.edu.krd
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United States State Department in Sana’a, Yemen, He has an MA in Applied Linguistics from the
American University in Cairo.

Dr. Michael W. Mulnix, President
The American University of Kurdistan

AUK Main Campus T: +964 (0) 62 763 5500
Zakho Road, Zozan Quarter 99641 +964 (0) 62 763 5511
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Cihan University

Language Centre

Weekly Schedule- Week 1/ Monday (30/11 - 3/12- 2015)

Science Class
Days Hours 2015-2016
Subject Lecturer
08:30 |Science 1 VIP 1 [Mrs. Huda
09:30 |Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Huda
10:30
11:30 |Computer Skills | 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
12:30 _|Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
08:30
09:30
10:30  |Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Mayyada
11:30 |Science 1 VIP 1 [Mrs. Mayyada
12:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
13:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
08:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
09:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
10:30 [Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Maysa
11:30 [Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Maysa
12:30
08:30 |[Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Yusra
09:30 |Science 1 VIP 1 [Mrs. Yusra
10:30
11:30 |Computer Skills | 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
12:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
08:30 |Science 1 VIP 1 |Mrs. Huda
09:30 [Science 1 VIP 1 [Mrs. Huda
10:30
11:30 [Computer Skills 6109 |[Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
12:30 |Computer Skills | 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
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Cihan University Language Centre

Waeekly Schedule- Week 1/ Monday (30/11 - 3/12- 2015)

Math Class
Days Hours 2015-2016
Subject Lecturer
08:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
08:30 |Computer Skills 6109 [Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
10:30
11:30 [Math 1 VIP 2 |Mr. Mushtag
12:30 [Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Mushtag__
08:30 |
09:30 |Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali_+ Mrs nazaneen
Math 1 VIP 2 |Mr. Mushtag
Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Mushtag
Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Ziad
Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Ziad
Computer skliis 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Computer Sk 6109 IMr Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali_+ Mrs nazaneen
Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Math 1 VIP 2 |Mr. Ziad
Math 1 VIP 2 |Mr. Ziad
Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Computer Skills 6109 |Mr. Ali + Mrs nazaneen
Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Mushtag
Math 1 VIP 2 [Mr. Mushtag
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