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Figure 2-8. Schematic representation of the development of the zygote from
the 2-cell stage to the late morula stage. The 2-cell stage is reached approximatelv
30 hours after fertilization; the 4-cell stage at approximately 40 hours; the 12-
and 16-cell stage at approximately 3 davs; and the late morula stage at approxi-
mately 4 days. During this period the blastomeres are surrounded by the zona
pellucida, which disappears at the end of the fourth day.
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